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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  nersonnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps , Rational 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 
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HEW  METHODS  OE  CALCULATING  ALTITUDE 

In  the  Hews  Letter  of  October  29th  last,  a full  description  of  the  altitude 
flight,  made  on  October  10th  by  Captains  St,  Clair  Street t and  Albert  W.  Stevens 
was  given.  In  this  article  it  was  pointed  out  that  cne  of  the  main  purposes  of 
the  flight  was  to  test  photographic  equipment  and  to  obtain  comparison  of  alti- 
tude figures  as  calibrated  from  the  recording  barometers  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of 
Standards  and  the  Federation  Aeronautique  Internationale  methods,  and  those  cal- 
culated mathematically  from  the  photographs  taken  at  the  peak  of  the  flight. 

It  was  further  stated,  by  way  of  explanation  of  the  method  of  measuring  altitude 
by  aerial  photography,  that  if  three  or  more  points  on  the  ground  are  shown,  the 
distances  between  which  are  known,  from  accurate  ground  survey  data,  by  measuring 
the  distance  of  the  image  separations  on  the  negative  and  knowing  the  distance 
from  the  negative  to  the  optical  center  of  the  lens  in  the  camera  (the  focal 
length),  the  problem  of  the  length  of  the  perpendicular  dropped  from  the  lens  to 
the  ground  becomes  a geometric  one  of  similar  triangles,  and  can  be  figured  in 
feet  or  meters  to  within  one-tenth  of  one  percent  mathematical  accuracy. 

A comparison  of  the  results  obtained  through  camera  calculations  with  those 
obtained  from  the  barograph  formula  used  by  statisticians  in  the  Bureau  of 
Standards  has  been  made  and,  according  to  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent  from 
the  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  Miss  A.M.  Jacobs,  the  follow- 
ing extremely  interesting  results  have  been  obtained.  The  highest  altitude 
reached,  according  to  the  Federation  Aeronautique  Internationale  calibration, 
was  37,854  feet.  According  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  it  Was  39,606  feet  and, 
according  to  the  photographic  method,  39,050  feet. 

In  order  to  obtain  accurate  calculations  from  the  photographic  method,  the 
Corps  of  Engineers  at  Wright  Field  sent  a detachment  to  make  six  closed  traverses 
aggregating  188,987.92  feet  in  length  of  the  area  of  ground  photographed  by  the 
highest  shots  of  the  camera.  Captain  Stevens  writes  as  follows: 

"These  traverses  were  run  with  transit  and  tape  and  had  an  average  error  of 
closure  of  one  part  in  10,700,  Following  this  survey,  the  altitude  was  calculat- 
ed by  four  different  methods , as  a result  of  which  one  photograph  shows  an  alti- 
tude of  37,920  feet  above  ground,  o§  38,890  feet  above  sea  level,  and  a photo- 
graph made  several  minutes  later  in  flight,  shows  an  altitude  of  38,080  feet 
above  the  ground  or  39,050  feet  above  sea  level.  The  ground  elevation  of  970 
feet  was  determined  from  the  records  of  survey  of  the  C.C.C.  and  St.  L.  Railroad 
which  passes  Rushville,  Indiana  (the  point  of  landing).  It  is  believed  that 
these  values  for  elevation,  as  determined  through  weeks  of  careful  calculations, 
are  correct  to  within  forty  feet  plus  or  minus. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  figure  of  33.050  feet  is  much  higher  than  the 
figure  of  37,854  feet  obtained  from  the  Federation  Aeronautique  Internationale 
tables,  for  a barometer  pressure  of  152  mm.  of  mercury.  A conclusion  may  be 
drawn  that  the  F.A.I.  tables  are  off  about  three  percent  and  too  low  for  this 
altitude.  It  is  also  of  interest  to  note  that  the  Bureau  of  Standards  have  com- 
puted, from  the  tables  of  the  National  Advisory  Committee  for  Aeronautics,  and 
using  table  of  temperatures  ©btained  on  the  flight,  that  the  elevation  by  baro- 
meter was  39,606  feat.  Again  assuming  that  the  camera  method  is  the  most  accu- 
rate, the  H.A.C.A.  formula  is  approximately  one  and  one-half  percent  off  and 
too  high. 

The  methods  of  calculation  used  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers  are  four:  The 
purely  mathematical  method  requires  twelve  hours'  computation  for  a single  photo- 
graph; the  Bagley  method  requires  four  hours;  the  pyramid  graphical  method  re- 
quires four  hours;  and  a second  mathematical  method  requires  eight  hours.  The 
results  by  the  four  methods  check  within  fifty  feet  and  average  of  the  values 
was  taken."  -1- 
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The  News  Letter*  the  very  interesting  story  told  by 

C^pta.i-ft-^t'e-ve'hs'b f the  notable  flight  made  by  Captain  Street t -and  himself  on 
October  10th,  when  the  altitude  reached  was  just  564  feet  shy  of  matching  the 
wo  rid  is  record  of  38,418  feet  made  singly  by  Lieut.  C .0 . Chaiipion,  U.S.  Navy. 

Captain  S.treett's  version  of  their  great  adventure  was  contained  in  an 
an  article  by  Miss  Nell  Ray  Clarke  which  appeared  in  a recent  issue  of  the 
Philadelphia  Public  Ledger,  and  is  given  below,  as  follows; 

"After  having  reached  26,000  feet  on  the  climb  both  the  throttle  controls 
and  the  supercharger  controls  were  in  the  extreme  forward  position,  indicating 
that  the  engine  was  delivering  its  greatest  amount  of  horsepower  at  that  time. 
From  26,000  feet  until  the  plane  had  reached  its  ceiling  - .40,200  feet  indicated 
altitude  - these  controls  remained  in  the  same  position.  The  plane  was  in  very 

cold  atmosphere  for  about  forty  minutes  at  the  top  of  the  climb.  This  condition 

^ ^ -1- 

was  sufficient  to  shrink  the  metal  parts  of  the  throttle  and  supercharged  con- 
trols to  such  an  extent  that  they  could  not  be  moved  manually. 

This  was  quite  a surprise  and  it  was  not  until  after  we  had  reached  the 
ground  that  the  solution  of  the  phenomenon  dawned  upon  us.  Being  up  about 
53,000  feet  above  sea  level,  however,  and  not  being  able  to  shut  your  engine  off 
is  rather  a peculiar  position  to  be  in. 

I must  have  worked  for  twenty  minutes  intermittently  to  pull  back  the 
throttle  and  supercharger  control  with  absolutely  no  luck,  although  I had  bent 
the  supercharger  control  out  of  shape  trying  to  reduce  the  engine  speed. 

We  succeeded  at  last  in  forcing  the  plane  by  diving  down  to  about  34,000 
feet,  but  when  we  had  reached  that  altitude  our  indicated  speeds  were  pretty 
high  and  a dive  sufficient  to  overcome  the  climbing  tendency  of  the  airplane  at 
that  altitude  was  dangerous  because  of  the  stresses  which  it  induced  in  the  air- 
plane. In  other  words,  we  weren't  sure  that  our  wings  would  stay  with  us  if  we 
dove  much  in  excess  of  115  miles  per  hour  because  of  the  very  light  construction 
of  the  plane. 

Ne  we rc  afraid  to  cut  our  switches,  which  would  have  been  the  only  way  of 
cutting  the  engine  off,  for  fear  the  water  in  the  radiator  and  water  jackets 
would  freeze  because  of  the  intense  cold,  and  it  would  have  been  dangerous  to 
have  cut  the  switches  and  turned  them  on  again  intermittently  because  of  the 
gasoline  which  would  have  been  pumped  through  the  supercharger  and  exhaust  mani- 
fold, probably  causing  fire. 

Shortly  after  we  succeeded  in  getting  the  supercharger  off  and  the 
throttle  reduced,  we  ran  out  of  gas  and  the  engine  began  to  pop  and  spit , but 
fortunately  we  were  able  to  reduce  our  altitude  sufficiently  in  the  short 
period  that  the  engine  did  function  after  it  began  to  spit,  to  get  down  low 
enough  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  freezing  the  water  in  the  radiator  and 
water  jackets. 

At  about  34,000  feet  on  the  way  down  I lifted,  my  goggles  sufficiently  to 
look  around,  and  found  that  we  were  between  Richmond,  Ind.  and  Indianapolis. 
About  that  time  the  engine  began  to  emit,  so  that  we  abandoned  all  hope  of 
getting  bade  to  Dayton,  a distance  of  approximately  seventy  miles." 

obo 

COLOMBIAN  FLYER  LANDS  IN  PANAMA 

Lieut.  Benjamin  Mendez,  the  Colombian  Good-Will  Flyer,  arrived  at  France 
Field,  panama  Canal  Zone,  on  December  1st.  He  had  an  accident  in  landing  his 
Curtiss  "Falcon"  Seaplane,  the  "Becaurte" , one  of  the  struts  on  the  pontoon 
giving  way  and  causing  him  to  crash.  His  plane  was  practically  wrecked.  The 
plane  was  towed  to  shore  and  taken  out  of  the  water  immediately.  Crews  of  the 
Panama  Air  Depot  started  that  night  to  tear  the  plane  and  motor  down  and  get 
them  overhauled  and  repaired  so  that  Lieut.  Mendez  could  continue  his  flight  to 
his  home  station  at  Bogota,  Colombia,  without  delay. 

Beceptions  were  held  in  honor  of  Lieut.  Mendez  in  the  Republic  of  Panama, 
by  the  Panamanian  officials;  in  the  Canal  Zone  by  the  Panama  Canal  officials, 
and  at  France  Field  by  the  Air  Corps  and,  from  all  indications , he  enjoyed  him- 
self very  much. 

oOo 

PILOTING  SKILL  AVERTS  SERIOUS  ACCIDENT 

Lieut.  Oscar  P,  Hebert,  pilot,  and  Staff  Sergeant  J,  H.  Peters,  Crew  Chief, 
both  of  the  96th  Bombardment  Squadron,  were  engaged  in  a flight,  "climbing  to 
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service  ceiling  with..  xtull.. military  .Load  carrying  a 2 , QQO-^pound  dummy  bomb." 

While  near  Fort  Eustis , Va. , and  after  reaching  an  altitude  of  3,500  feet, 
the  left  vertical  fin  and  rudder  tore  away  and  hung  for  a minute  or  so  thrashing 
against  the  elevator.  Immediately  Sergeant  Peters  released  the  2 ,000-pound  bomb 
and  Lieut.  Hebert,  finding  it  impossible  to  control  the  plane  properly  with  the 
rudder  hanging  over  the  elevator,  was  about  to  part  company  with  the  plane  and 
he  and  Sgt.  Peters  take  to  their  parachutes.  Just  in  time  the  vertical  fin  and 
rudder  tore  completely  away  and  fell  free.  Lieut.  Hebert  and  Sergeant  Peters 
then  decided  to  stick  with  the  ship.  Displaying  considerable  skill  and  judgment, 
Lieut.  Hebert  f lev/  his  plane  about  18  miles  with  the  use  of  only  one  rudder, 
landing  safely  at  Langley  Field. 

oOo 

TARGET  GLIDER  EXPERIMENTS  AT  WRIGHT  FIELD 
By  A.M.  Jacobs 

Captain  Carl  Greene  recently  acted  as  observer  for  Major  Gerald  E.  Brower 
in  a series  of  flight  tests  with  the  target  glider  and  came  down  declaring  that 
he  wouldn’t  be  surprised  if  Major  Brower  soon  had  the  thing  so  docile  as  to  be 
able  to  land  it  at  any  given  point  on  the  speed  course  from  any  altitude.  The 
inspiration  for  such  extravagance  was  the  three  flights  he  had  just  witnassed  in 
which  the  glider  after  release  had  behaved  exactly  as  the  Major  had  foreordained. 

The  target  glider,  it  v/ill  be  remembered,  is  a twelve-foot  high- wing  mono- 
plane of  box-spar  construction,  carried  on  the  upper  Wing  of  a full-sized  air- 
plane from  which  it  is  released,  becoming  as  it  floats  out  into  the  air,  a 
target  for  aerial  gunnery  or  anti-aircraft  practice.  By  bending  the  elevator 
and  tab  to  certain  settings,  various  angles  of  descent  may  be  predetermined. 

On  the  aforementioned  flight,  Major  Brower  had  made  the  setting  for  smooth 
steady  flight,  and  a smooth  steady  flight  had  followed  until  it  drifted  gently 
to  earth.  Next  he  set  it  for  diving  and  zooming  for  2,000  feet  from  a 3,000  ft. 
altitude.  It  obeyed.  But  the  third  demonstration  was  the  one  which  took 
Captain  Greene’s  breath.  In  order  to  make  the  glider  suitable  for  naval  anti- 
aircraft practice,  Major  Brower  had  padded  it  with  kapok  to  keep  it  afloat.  He 
made  the  setting  for  a stall  and  a dive  from  800  feet.  Flying  at  this  altitude, 
he  and  Captain  Greene  proceeded  to  a small  lake  about  300 .yards  wide,  situated 
near  Wright  Field.  At  the  proper  moment  he  released  the  glider , which  with 
three  oscillations  landed  squarely  in  the  middle  of  the  water.  The  floatation 
feature  was  successful,  as  it  was  still  atop  when  several  hours  later  they  went 
to  haul  it  out. 

This  glider  has  proved  quite  durable,  having  made  more  than  fifty  landings 
without  damage.  Major  Brower  is  now  developing  a metal  wing  to  replace  the  pres- 
ent wood  structure.  It  is  believed  this  will  better  retain  rigidity  than  the 
present  type,  which  becomes  "floppy"  after  numerous  landings  and  cannot  be  set 
set  quite  so  accurately. 

oOo 

LIEUT.  BERTRANDIAS  FLIES  AUTQGIRO  IN  PARIS 

Lieut.  Victor  E.  Bertrandias , Air  Corps,  was  a recent  visitor  at  the 
Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field,  stopping  on  his  way  to  California,  where  he  is 
District  Manager  in  charge  of  Production  at  the  Douglas  Company’s  aircraft  plant 
at  Santa  Monica. 

Lieut.  Bertrandias  just  returned  from  a six  weeks’  trip  to  Europe,  where  he 
had  the  unique  experience  of  flying  the  Cierva  Autogiro  at  the  LeBourget  Airdrome 
near  Paris.  He  said  that  the  new  type  ulane  handled  well  and  possessed  highly 
interesting  possibilities.  General  Gillmore  saw  the  Autogiro  when  he  was  at 
Le  Bourget  , and  since  his  return  has  written  its  inventor,  Cierva,  regarding  the 
possibility  of  having  one  sent  to  this  country  and  to  Wright  Field  for  experi- 
mental purposes.  If  negotiations  are  successfully  comoleted,  no  doubt  many  other 
flying  officers  will  have  the  opportunity  ot  trying  out  the  new  and  unconvention- 
al helicopter  in  the  air. 

oOo 
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TWO  MOM  MEMBERS  ADDED  TO  CATERPILLAR  CLUB 


If  every  candidate  for  admission  to  membership  in  the  Caterpillar  Club  was 
subjected  to  a regular  initiation  ceremony,  it  could  be  said  that  110  -persons  had 
at  one  time  or  another  been  astride  of  that  invisible  animal  in  fraternal  circles 
generally  alluded  to  as  the  "Goat."  But  the  Caterpillar  Club  itself  is  an  in- 
visible organization.  It  has  no  officers;  no  meetings  are  held;  there  are  no 
dues  to  pay,  and  no  inducements  are  offered  to  join  it.  As  a matter  of  fact, 
however,  no  inducements  under  heaven  could  persuade  anyone  to  join  the  Club 
voluntarily.  Those  who  are  members  joined  through  absolute  necessity.  Bate 
slapped  them  on  the  back  and  peremptorily  ordered  them  to  do  so.  Tc  have  refused 
would  have  meant  certain  death. 

The  Caterpillar  Club  is  merely  a name,  but  what  a meaning  that  name  has!  It 
would  really  be  a fine  thing  if  the  Caterpillar  Club  were  made  a real  live  organ- 
ization, with  officers,  constitution  and  by-laws,  regular  meetings,  membership 
dues,  etc.  Eor  the  head  of  the  .Order  it  would  seem  that  Colonel  Charles  A. 
Lindbergh  would  be  the  logical  choice,  since  he  is  a 4th  degree  member.  The 
various  members  of  the  Club,  however,  are  scattered  far  and  wide  over  the  broad 
expanse  of  this  country,  and  the  proposition  is  not  practical.  It  is  possible 
that  the  Club  could  be  conducted  through  correspondence,  but  who  is  going  to  ae~ 
vote  the  time  and  effort  to  learn  the  whereabouts  of  the  various  members  and  or- 
ganize the  Club  along  the  proper  lines? 

In  the  previous  issue  of  the  News  Letter  the  official  score  of  the 
Caterpillar  Club  stood  at  108  lives  saved  and  114  emergency  jumps  made,  six 
being  repeaters.  Since  then  two  more  members  joined  the  fold  in  the  persons  of 
Elying  Cadet  Richard  I.  Dugan  and  Air  Mail  pilot  J,  Ordway  Webster. 

A check  of  the  membership  of  the  Caterpillar  Club  discloses  the  fact  that 
through  the  medium  of  the  parachute  two  lives  were  saved  in  1919,  one  in  1920, 
two  in  1922,  ten  in  1924,  twelve  in  1925,  twelve  in  1925,  thirty-five  in  1927, 
and  thirty-six  in  the  year  just  ended,-  making  a total  of  110. 

Of  the  110  lives  saved,  65  were  Air  Corps  personnel,  viz:  37  Regular  offi- 
cers, 6 Reserve  officers,  12  Plying  Cadets  and  10  enlisted  men.  Of  the  remaining 
45  members  of  the  Caterpillar  Club,  one  at  the  time  of  his  jump  was  an  officer 
of  the  Signal  Corps,  U.S.  Army;  5 were  National  Guard  officers;  13  were  Navy  and 
5 Marine  Corps  personnel,  and  21  were  civil ia.ns. 

Reports  v/ere  recently  received  giving  accounts  of  the  emergency  parachute 
jumps  of  Cadet  Dugan,  Lieuts.  Robert  L.  Schoenlein  and  Wm.  H.  Doolittle,  and 
Civilian  Test  pilot  James  Collins,  and  these  are  hereinafter  quoted  as  follows: 

RICHARD  I.  DUGAN,  Plying  Cadet,  .Air  Corps,  wa.s  practicing  acrobatics  in  the 

vicinity  of  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  on  November  22, 
1928.  He  attempted  to  perform  what  is  commonly  known  as  an  "outside  spin"  by 
means  of  the  following  maneuvers : 

Starting  from  a fast  dive  at  an  altitude  of  4500  feet,  he  pulled  up  into 
a loop,  and  when  he  had  reached  a position  on  his  back  put  the  ship  into  a stall 
by  pushing  forward  on  the  stick.  "In  this  position,"  Cadet  Dugan  stated,  "I 
kicked  right  rudder  and  pulled  the  stick  back  and  to  the  right.  Immediately  the 
ship  fell  off  into  a slowly  turning  inverted  spin  which  after  about  one  turn 
tightened  up  and  began  to  spin  very  fast.  Allowing  the  spin  to  continue  for  a 
turn,  I attempted  to  bring  it  out  by  putting  on  opnosite  rudder  and  neutralizing 
the  stick.  The  controls  seemed  to  have  no  effect  and  the  ship  continued  to  spiri 
at  a high  rate  of  speed  except  for  a slight  slackening  twice  after  which  it 
whipped  into'  the  maneuver  again.  I knew  I had  started  with  sufficient  altitude 
to  bring  the  ship  cut  of  the  spin  with  plenty  of  room  had  I succeeded  in  acconi- 
plishing  it  even  after  it  had  spun  several  times,  but  when  the  controls  failed  / 
to  respond  continually  and  I had  completed  what  I estimate  as  six  or  seven  turns 
at  least,  I decided  to  leave  the  ship,  thinking  I was  getting  very  close  to  the' 
ground.  I reached  with  my  left  hand,  took  the  heavy  rubber  band  which  acts  as 
a safety  off  the  buckle  and  pulled  the  buckle  open,  I was  immediately  thrown 
out  of  the  plane  due  to  the  tightness  with  which  the  spin  was  throwing  me  against 
the  belt. 

"I  remember  nothing  then  except  hunting  for  the  rip  cord  which  I found  very 
easily.  The  chute  opened  and  I landed  about  100  feet  from  where  the  plane  crash- 
ed. I was  not  in  a position  to  observe  the  altitude  from  which  I left  the  ship, 
but  I imagined  it  to  be  close  to  a thousand  feet.  After  my  chute  opened  and  I 
was  in  a -position  to  observe  the  ship,  I saw  it  in  a straight  dive  directlp 
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■below  me.  It  hit  the  ground,  in  this  manner." 

Observers  on  the  ground  stated  that  after  the  pilot  left  the  plane  it  made 
one  more  turn  in  the  spin,  then  straightened  out  and  came  down  in  a straoght  nose 
dive,  crashing  into  the  ground  and  being  completely  demolished. 

Lieuts.  Doolittle  and  Schoenlein,  piloting  P-3A  Pursuit  planes  over 
Selfridge  Field,  Mt . Clemens,  Mich.,  on  the  afternoon  of  December  11,  1928, 
collided.  The  controls  of  both  planes  were  rendered  inoperative  and  the  pilots 
resorted  to  their  parachutes  to  reach  the  ground  safely. 

LIEUT.  WILLIAM  H.  DOOLITTLE  stated  that  after  the  collision  the  aircraft  was  out 

of  control,  as  the  tail  surfaces  had  been  completely 
cut  off.  The  ship  whipped  into  a dive  at  an  approximate  speed  of  130  miles  per 
hour.  Pulling  the  safety  belt,  he  was  thrown  clear  of  the  plane. 

"I  was  leading  a three  ship  flight  in  an  inverted  position,"  Lieut. 

Doolittle  stated,  "the  two  wing  ships  were  upright.  I signalled  my  intention  to 
half-roll  back  to  the  upright  position.  As  the  ship  arrived  at  the  normal  posi- 
tion the  crash  occurred.  I glanced  quickly  to  the  right  and  saw  the  other  ship 
very  close.  At  this  time  my  ship  whipped  forward  into  a dive  and  spin. 

The  only  reaction  was  to  immediately  look  for  the  parachute  of  the  other 
pilot.  After  that  there  was  an  intense  quietness  and  feeling  of  not  moving 
towards  the  ground.  The  only  ill  effects  were  slightly  bruised  shoulders  and 
stiff  neck,  probably  caused  by  the  chute  opening  with  a jerk." 

LIEUT.  ROBERT  L.  S CHOEITLEII'T  stated  that  at  the  time  of  the  jump  the  position  of 

the  aircraft  was  a very  fast  and  flat  spin.  "In 
leaving  the  aircraft,"  Lieut.  Schoenlein  stated,  "my  feet  were  pulled  well  back, 
and  pishing  up  while  pulling  from  the  top  of  the  cockpit  by  hand,  and  repeating 
this  a number  of  times,  I finally  gained  a hold  on  the  edge  of  the  windshield 
which  gave  me  sufficient  leverage  to  get  my  head,  shoulders  and  chest  above  the 
upper  edge  of  the  cockpit.  Then  I took  hold  of  the  rip  cord  and  rolled  over  the 
edge  of  the  cockpit  on  my  stomach. 

The  cause  for  the  jump  was  that  there  was  no  response  to  the  controls  after 
the  crash,  when  the  ship  was  turning  in  a large  circle  and  then  a fast  and  flat 
spin. 

My  feelings  and  reactions  during  the  jump  and  while  attempting  to  get  into 
position  to  jump  are  numerous,  and  an  account  of  same  is  not  100^  accurate.  Upon 
concluding  that  the  ship  was  beyond  control  , my  next  thought  was  to  get  out . This 
fact  was  amplified  many  times  when  the  flat  spin  plus  the  stiff  leather  flying 
suit  rendered  freedom  of  physical  movement  nearly  impossible.  The  latter  was 
proven  by  the  fact  that  it  took  more  than  1500  feet  of  altitude  to  get  out  of  the 
ship.  Immediately  upon  landing  I feared  the  safety  of  Lieut.  Doolittle,  but 
located  him  and  his  parachute  sailing  down  a few  hundred  yards  north,  and  went 
out  to  meet  him.  This  was  a great  relief. 

A number  of  small  bruises  were  sustained  from  the  jump,  some  being  from  the 
landing  on  the  ground  and  others  are  unaccounted  for." 

JAMS  COLLIES,  test  pilot  for  the  Curtiss  Company,  was  flight-testing  a new  air- 
plane at  Soiling  Field,  D.C.,  an  the  afternoon  of  December  3,1928, 

when  his  ship  failed  and  he  was  forced  to  jump  with  a parachute  while  the  crash- 

ing plane  distributed  its  wreckage  from  the  cornfields  around  Howard  Road, 
Anacostia,  to  the  Pennsylvania  Avenue  Bridge. 

In  an  interview,  Mr.  Collins  told  a Washington  "Herald"  representative  that 
before  he  took  off  for  the  flight  he  happened  to  remember  that  his  chute  had  not 
been  repacked  for  a long  period,  so  he  had  this  important  detail  attended  to. 

"I  remember  thinking  at  the  time,"  Mr.  Collins  added,  "that  after  all  they 
could  build  a new  airplane,  but  I doubted  that  even  if  it  were  desirable,  they 

could  build  a new  Jimmy  Collins  - at  least  not  to  my  satisfaction. 

I took  off  from  the  U.S  . llaval  Air  Station  at  Anacostia  at  2:30  p.m.  on  a 
demonstration  test  flight  for  the  ITavy.  The  ship  went  beautifully  through  the 
preliminaries  of  sharp  turns,  climbing  turns,  true  immelmans,  loops,  short  ver- 
tical dives,  and  so  forth. 

Then  I climbed  to  11,500  feet  to  do  an  8,000-foot  vertical  dive.  I pulled 
the  ship  over  the  top  of  a loop  and  then  held  it  vertical  with  engine  wide  open. 

After  getting  straightened  around  in  the  dive  I glanced  at  the  altimeter  and 
watched  it  for  a few  seconds.  At  what  I recall  to  have  been  about  7,000  feet  I 
cautiously  began  to  ease  out  of  the  dive . 

Suddenly  everything  gave  way  with  a crashing  and  rending,  and  I received  a 
violent  blow  on  the  left  temple.  The  blow  must  have  dazed  me -because  the  next 
thing  I clearly  remember  is  finding  myself  blindly  struggling  to  get  out  of  the 
ship  without  first  having  unloosened  my  belt.  I repeat  that  I must  have  been 
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dazed  during  the  interval  “between ' tlae  blow  on  the  temple  and  my  discovery  of  my- 
self making  this  ludicrous  attempt  to  get  out  of  the  ship,  “because  official  Navy 
observers  on  the.  ground  report  that  I fell  at  least  several  thousand  feet  with 
the  ship  -after  it  first  failed  and  “before  they  finally  saw  me  leave  the  fuse- 
lage, and  I am  quite  sure  it  did  not  take  me  all  that  time  to  do  the  few  things 
I clearly  remember  doing  between  making  this  ’numerous  discevery  of  myself  and 
finally  getting • clear  of  the  ship. 

The  first  thing  X did  was  to  carefully  look  at  the  belt  clasp  and  undo  it. 
Next,  I looked  at  the  rip-cord  ring  and  placed  my  hand  on  it  - sort  of  mentally 
locating  it.  For  no  good  reason  except  that  I happened  to  look  that  way  first, 

I then  looked  over  the  right  side  of  the  cockpit  and  saw  it  was  clear  except 
for  a few  trailing  wires.  Then  I used  both  hands  and  feet  to  raise  myself  out 
of  the  cockpit , put  my  right  foot  on  the  right  side  of  the  leather  binding  on 
the  cockpit  edge,  and  leaped  head  foremost  as  hard  as  I could  clear  of  the 
plane  and  trailing  wires.  I leaped  out  without  having  my  hand  on  the  rip  cord 
ring,  feeling  sure  that  having  located  it  once  before  I jumped  I could  certain- 
ly locate  it  again  when  I wanted  to.  After  getting  clear  of  the  ship,  the 
first  thing  I did  was  to  look  for  the  falling  wreck  to  determine  if  it  was 
going  to  fall  on  me . I saw  it  only  once  and  have  but  a hazy  recollection  of  it. 

I waited  just  a little  longer  after  that  glance  of  the  wreck  to  make  sure  it 

would  clear  me  when  I opened  my  chute.  Then  I carefully  looked  at  the  rip  cord 
ring,  placed  my  right  hand  on  it,  and  pulled  hard.  The  chute  seemed  to  open 
almost  immediately,  and  mast  have  caught  me  upside  down  because  the  resulting 
jerk  turned  me  end  for  end  before  it  left  me  swinging  quite  nicely  in  the 
harness . 

Just  after  the  chute  opened  I heard  a loud  crash,  which  I knew  to  be  the 

ship  hitting  the  ground.  I did  not  see  it.  I had  not  seen  it  since  that  one 

glimpse  of  it  right  after  leaving  it,  and  I did  not  see  it  again  until  they 
brought  it  in  on  a track. 

Just  after  the  chute’s  opening  and  my  hearing  the  wreck  hit,  I looked  down 
and  discovered  rather  to  my  amazement  that  I was  not  very  high.  Spectators  say 
that  I had  fallen  clear  about  1,500  or  2,000  feet  before  the  chute  opened.  After 
the  chute  had  opened  and  I had  looked  down,  I was  concerned  about  where  I was 
going  to  land.  I thought  I was  dropping  in  a grove  of  trees,  so  I slipped  my 
chute  away  from  them  toward  a plowed  area  beside  them.  I hit  in  the  middle  of 
the  plowed  area,  relaxing  as  I hit,  and  did  not  feel  even  any  noticeable  jar. 

I spilled  the  chute  by  pulling  in  on  the  bottom  risers.  I located  the  rip  cord 
ring  and  was  busy  folding  the  chute  when  the  ambulance  reached  me.  It  took  me 
to  the  hospital  and  treated  me  for  nothing  worse  than  a black  eye  and  nerve 
shock. " 

Collins  is  nearly  25  years  old,  and  studied  aviation  with  Colonel  Lindbergh 
both  at  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Plying  School  at  Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  and  at 
the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field. 

"In  combat  formation  with  Lindbergh,"  he  said, "I  saw  him  make  his  first 
jump  as  a result  of  his  collision  with  another  member  of  the  formation.  That 
was  early  in  1925." 

After  serving  with  the  First  Pursuit  Group  at  Selfridge  Field,  Mt.  Clemens, 
Mich. , under  Major  Thomas  G Lanphier,  Collins  went  back  to  Brooks  Field  as  an 
instructor.  He  instructed  also  at  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  and  then  re- 
signed from  the  Army  to  serve  with  the  Department  of  Commerce  in  branches  of 
aviation  inspection  in  New  York  territory. 

J.  ORBWAY  WEBSTER,  Air  Mail  Pilot  for  the  National  Air  Transport,  ran  into  a 

heavy  fog  in  the  vicinity  of  Thompsonville , Conn.,  just  after 
dusk  on  the  evening  of  December  17,  1928.  It  is  reported  that  Pilot  Webster 
jumped  from  an  altitude  of  about  6,200  feet,  his  plane  at  that  time  being  out  of 
fuel.  He  landed  without  a scratch  near  Suffield,  Conn. , the  plane  circling  on 
thereafter  for  about  two  miles,  grazing  the  roofs  of  houses  in  North  Thompsonville 
and  then  plowing  into  the  ground, 

— oOo— 

STUDENT  TRAINING  AT  MARCH  FIELD 

To  date  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Flying  School  at  March  Field,  Riverside , Calif . 
has  graduated  two  classes  of  Flying  Cadets  and  two  classes  are  now  undergoing  in- 
struction. The  upper  class,  which  began  training  July  1st  with  125  students, 
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including  three  holdxxvers  , is  no-w  reduced  to  72  students  after  auproximately  six 
months’  training.  This  means  that  57 j>  of  the  original  class  still  remains, 
which  is  the  highest  average  maintained  yet  at  this  stage  of  instruction.  A few 
of  the  students  in  this  class,  which  is  now  in  the  DH  stage  of  flying,  are 
being  given  flying  Instruction  on  the  new  02- K in  place  of  the  DK.  Instructors 
in  charge  of  this  special  training  claim  that  the  02- K is  far  superior  to  the 
DH  for  instructional  purposes. 

The  lower  class,  which  started  training  on  November  1st  with  109  students, 
is  still  on  the  dual  and  solo  stages  with  only  six  eliminations  thus  far. 

oCo 

THAI  MUG-  OF  THE  SECOND  BOMBARDMENT  GROUP 

The  Second  Bombardment  Group,  Langley  Field,  Va. , started  its  yearly  train- 
ing period  on  November  1st  with  only  nine  LB-5A  Bombers,  two  0-11’s,  two 
DH-4M2’s  and  one  tri-motored  Fokker  Transport.  The  LB-5A’s  are  divided  so  that 
each  tactical  squadron,  the  20th,  49th  and  96th,  have  three  planes  each,  and  the 
0-11’ s,  DH’s  and  the  Fokker  Transport  are  assigned  to  the  59th  Service  Squadron. 

The  great  shortage  of  planes  in  the  Group  is  due  to  the  fact  that  eight 
LB-5’s  were  transferred  to  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  for  use  in  th,e  training  of  stu- 
dent pilots  attending  the  Advanced  Flying  School.  Last  June  Langley  Field 
turned  its  ten  Martin  Bombers  over  to  the  same  station.  For  this  reason  it  has 
been  necessary  to  keep  the  nine  LB~5A’s  in  perfect  mechanical  condition  to 
enable  them  to  be  flown  the  maximum  amount  of  time.  It  has  been  considered  a 
grave  crime  to  permit  a plane  to  rest  on  the  ground  during  the  hours  scheduled 
for  flying.  Three  planes  must  put  double  time  in  the  air  to  do  the  work  of  six. 
Furthermore,  this  is  being  done  very  effectively,  but  it  requires  the  closest 
attention  of  the  mechanics  and  crews  on  the  line. 

The  types  of  missions  in  this  period  of  training  comprise  camera  obscura, 
aerial  bombing  (intermediate  altitude),  aerial  gunnery,  both  ground  and  tow 
targets  and  night  flying.  In  addition,  a large  amount  of  time  was  put  in  by 
cross  country  flights,  test  flights  and  general  training  missions.  The  tow 
target  firing  has  been  conducted,  using  the  forward  guns  in  the  LB-5A’s,  while 
the  rear  guns  of  the  0-11’s  have  been  used  against  the  ground  targets.  In  this 
connection,  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  unusually  high  degree  of  accuracy 
which  is  possible  with  the  guns  on  the  L3-5A’s  in  comparison  with  that  obtained 
with  the  guns  in  the  0-11  rear  cockpits.  Due  to  the  far  greater  speed  of  the 
0-11  and  its  slipstream,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  fire  with  any  degree  of 
accuracy  at  ground  targets. 

— -oOo 

GENERAL  GILLMORE  RETURNS  FROM  EUROPE 
By  A.  M*  Jacobs 

"To  travel  abroad  is  to  find  new  delights  in  our  own  country,"  said 
General  Wm.  E.  Gillmore  upon  his  recent  return  to  the  Materiel  Division,  Wright 
Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  from  a three-months’  sojourn  in  Europe.  During  this  time 
he  and  Mrs.  Gillmore  traveled  extensively  in  France,  Italy,  Switzerland, Germany 
Belgium,  Holland  and  England.  The  foreign  scene,  its  people,  historical  asso- 
ciations , art  and  architecture  held  true  delight  for  the  travelers,  but  the 
contrasts  with  modern  comfortable  living  conditions  of  the  United  States,  the 
opportunities  for  progress  possible  for  even  the  humblest  could  never  be  wholly 
absent  from  the  thought. 

In  the  survey  of  the  aeronautical  situation,  which  was  naturally  the 
General's  outstanding  interest,  the  comparison  was  likewise  In  our  favor.  ..  No- 
where did  he  find  experiment  and  research  work  being  carried  out  on  such  large 
proportions,  nowhere  a laboratory  with  such  advanced  equipment  as  that  of 
Wright  Field.  The  smaller  countries  have  not  been  able  to  afford  research 
along  broad  lines  and  seemed  to  have  tacitly  formed  the  policy  of  letting  the 
bigger,  -richer  countries  handle  research,  while  they  keep  abreast  in  manufac- 
ture, taking  advantage  as  far  as  possible  of  development  prosecuted  elsewhere. 

Ift  Italy,  Moussolini  has  declared  himself  in  favor  of  vigorous  research 
policies,  insisting,  however,  that  manufacturing  rights  to  all  material  used 
must  be  held  by  Italy  and  fabrication  carried  on  within  the  Italian  border. 

Germany,  thanks  to  the  Versailles  Treaty  which  relieved  her  of  all  mili- 
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^ary  equipment  and.  forbade  military  development,  the,. general  declares  to  be  the 
-eading  country  in  the  world  in  commercial  aviation.  The  German  people  after 
the  war  had  their  revolution,  recovered,  and  got  to  work  in  uncommonly  short 
order.  In  aviation,  they  have  turned  their  remarkable  engineering  ingenuity  to 
excellent  advantage . 

The  General  said  that  air-cooled  engine  development  in  foreign  military 
aviation  stands  about  as  in  the  United  States.  The  nations  are  interested  'out 
nave  not  yet  accepted  the  air-cooled  engine  as  standard  military  equipment. 
Higher-powered  engines  for  both  military  and  commercial  purposes  are  under  de- 
velopment everywhere.  All-metal  construction  continues  to  absorb  engineering 
interest . 

Looking  exceptionally  fit  and  refreshed  after  his  vacation,  the  General 
has  brought  a fresh  infusion  of  encouragement  and  enthusiasm  to  the  Materiel 
Division  workers.  It  is  good  to  have  the  "Chief”  home  again. 

— — 0O0 

CONSTRUCTION  WORK  AT  MARCH  FIELD 

With  the  construction  program  rapidly  progressing,  March  Field,  Riverside, 
Calif.,  .is  beginning  to  take  on  the  appearance  of  a real  Air  Field.  It  won’t 
be  long  now  before  the  big  hangars  intended  for  housing  bombing  planes  will  be 
cluttered  up  with  PT’s,  mongrel  DH’s  and  "what  have  you."  Officers'  quarters 
are  rapidly  nearing  completion,  and  it  is  expected  that  in  a few  months  hence 
some  of  the  officers  will  be  ordered  from  their  palatial  homes  in  Riverside  to 
occupy  the  post  quarters.  It  is  thought  that  this  will  considerably  relieve 
the  traffic  congestion,  at  the  main  gate  about  11:15  A.M,  (Exit  only). 

0O0 

MAJOR  FICKEL  LARDS  IN  DESERT 

Major  Jacob  E.  Fickel,  Air  Corps,  Executive  Officer  of  the  Materiel  Divi- 
sion, left  Wright  Field,  Dayton,,  Ohio,  the  latter  part  of  October  for  California 
for  the  purpose  of  a visit  of  inspection  of  the  Douglas  Company’s  plant  and  to 
ferry  back  to  the  Materiel  Division  the  first  Douglas  0-2K  airplane.  According 
to  the  News  Letter  Correspondent  from  Wright  Field,  Major  Fickel  left  Rockwell 
Field  for  the  east,  flying  solo,  on  November  7th,  with  everything  pointing 
towards  a successful  journey. 

It  is  a triumph  of  the  fiendish  forces  of  the  universe,  perhaps , that  when 
an  airplane  engine  is "going  bad"  they  usually  see  that  it  happens  in  the  heart 
of  the  desert.  East  of  Yuma,  Arizona,  the  Liberty  began  to  sputter.  The  Major, 
who  had  plenty  of  altitude,  consulted  his  map  and  headed  for  the  nearest  desig- 
nated landing  field,  which  was  at  Stovall.  He  made  the  place  nicely,  barely  out- 
distancing his  engine,  however,  for  on  gliding  in  the  stick  went  completely 
dead. 

The  field  wasn't  highly  distinguishable  from. the  rest  sf  the  terrain,  and 
the  town  itself  consisted  of  a Mexican  section-hand's  dwelling.  -There  was  nothin 
like  a telephone  or  telegraph  office  in  sight.  Resorting  to  small  boy  tactics,  .:. 
Major  thui#ed  himself  a ride  to  Aztec,  ten  miles  away.  There  he  found  a much 
better  landing  field  than  the  one  at  Stovall,  but  no' sign  of  it  on  the  map.  Ste  £ 
for  its  indication  have  since  been  taken.  Here  also  was  a telephone.  Having 
gotten  in  touch  with  Rockwell  Field,  Lieut.  Gothlin  and  a mechanic  flew  to  his 
aid  and,  discovering  seriously  sticking  valves,  impaired  the  engine.  The  trio 
^laen  returned  to  Rockwell  Field,  where  a new  engine,  was  installed  in  Major 
Pi  eke  1 r s„  plane . 

Again  the  Major  started  east  in  the  0-2  K,  this,  time  enjoying  a journey  safe 
and  uninterrupted  except  for  the  predetermined  stops  at  Lordsburg,  New  Mexico 
'Marfa,  Texas;  Dallas,  I'exa.s ; Muskogee,  Ckla.  , and  St.  Louis,  Mo.  On  November 
ISlM-lfre.  arrived  at  Wright  Field,  delivering  the  new  plane  for  flight-testing. 

oOo 

COLONEL  GRAHAM  TRANSFERRED  TO  THIRD  CORPS  AREA 

Lieut-Col.  Harry  Graham,  Commandant  of  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  was  re- 
cently transferred  to  duty  with  the  Third  Corps  Area  as  Air  Officer,  with  head- 
quarters at  Ealtimore,  Md.  Colonel  Graham  came  to  the  field  in  July,  1927,  re- 
placing Major  John  E.  Curry  as  Commanding  Officer  and  Chief  of  the  Administra- 
tion Section  when  the  latter  was  ordered  to  Langley  Field,  Va. 
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ALTITUDE  TEST  OF  BOMBING  PLANES  WITH  FULL  LOAD 

One  of 'the  most  interesting  phases  of  the  training  program  of  the  2nd 
Bombardment  Group,  Langley  .Field , Va, , which  was  recently  initiated,  was  the 
climb  to  service  ceiling  with  full  military  load,  carrying  a 2,000-lb.  bomb. 

According  to  the  Hews ■ Letter  Correspondent,  it  proved  quite  a task  to  get 
the  bobbers  to  climb  efficiently  after  gaining  6,500  feet.  Lieut.  Malone  of  the 
96th  .Bombardment  Squadron  made  8,500  feet  in  75  minutes,  which  was  the  highest 
altitude  gained  before  the  bombers  were  temporarily  grounded  for  the  purpose  of 
reinforcing  the- tail  surfaces. 

— oOo 

BASKETBALL' AT  MARCH  FIELD 
By  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent 

March  Field  is  represented  in  the  Inland  Division  of  the  Southern  Californi. 
Y.M.C.A.  Basketball  League  by  the  Flying  Cadet  Detachment  this  year  under  the 
supervision  of  Lieut.  Dixon  Allison,  Post  E.  & R.  Officer.  Thus  far  the  team  has 
lost  but  two  games,  the  first  to  San  Bernardino  "Y"  - the  initial  game  of  the 
season  - and  the  second  to  Orange  "Y".  These  games  ended  in  very  close  scores  - 
32-28  and  27-24,  respectively.  The  Cadets  defeated  Riverside  "Y",  Ontario  "Y", 
San  Diego  "Y"  and  Redlands  "Y".  All  these  games  were  won  by  comfortable  scores. 

The  Cadet  team  is  composed  of  ex-college  sta.rs  , such  as  E.U7.  Anderson,  ex- 
captain at  Stanford  University;  Hugh  Fite,  letter  man  at  West  Point;  KA.  Rogers, 
letter  man  at  Stanford;  R „W . ^ Burns,  letter  man  at  Wisconsin  University;  T7.A. 
Dolan,  letter  man  at  Wis#88&$Bi  State  Teachers  College;  Troup,  all-State  High 
School  forward  from  Kansas , and  numerous  other  lesser  stars  from  various  parts  oi 
the  country.  They  have  displayed  a brand  of  basketball  which  has  completely  be- 
wildered and  smothered  their  opponents  in  all  except  the  two  games  lost.  (This  is 
by  no  means  an  alibi).  In  the  two  losing  games,  the  Cadets  were  not  outplayed 
but  rather  out lucked.  The  San  Bernardino  game  was  their  first  of  the  season  and 
they  had  not  yet  perfected  their  team  play,  and  the  Orange  game  caught  them  off 
their  stride,  stale  and  after  a fifty-mile  drive  in  the  rain,  - all  of  which  is 
not  conducive  to  playing  up  a bang-up  basketball  contest. 

A very  unfortunate  and  disagreeable  incident  has  arisen  concerning  the 
Kay-det  team.  We  have  on  the  squad  as  a substitute  guard  "Tut"  I ml ay,  famous 
All-American  quarterback  of  the  University  of  California.  Imlay  has  played  in 
all  the  games  except  Redlands  and  Orange.  Mr.  Imlay,  it  must  be  remembered,  was 
a star  member  of  the  Hew  York  Giants  Pro-football  team  in  1927.  San  Diego  regis- 
tered a protest  to  his  playing,  and  the  basketball  committee  has  ruled  that  all 
games  that  Imlay  has  played  in  will  be  forfeited.  That,  of  course,  is  very 
unfortunate,  for  we  were  of  the  opinion  that  a man  regained  his  amateur  standing 
on  enlisting  in  the  Army.  All  we  can  do  is  take  the  decision  on  the  chin  and 
whip  the  rest  of  our  opponents  to  a frazzle. 

Credit  must  be  given  where  credit  is  due,  and  it  would  be  unfair  not  to 
mention  the  work  and  effort  that  has  been  exerted  by  Lieut.  W.C.  Goldsborough, 
coach  supreme  where  basketball  is  concerned. 

oOo 

FORMAL  INSPECTION  OF  INANCE  FIELD 

Major-General  Malin  Craig  recently  made  his  annual  inspection  of  France 
Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone.  He  brought  with  him  a number  of  staff  officers  who 
made  detailed  inspections  of  all  departments  while  the  General  and  Colonel 
Fisher,  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  f ield, wtfr©  inspecting  in  a more  general 
way.  The  General,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  inspection,  spoke  to  the  assembled 
officers.  Among  other  things  he  stated  that  France  Field  he  had  found  loyal  in 
every  respect  and  that  there  was  .less  trouble  with  the  personnel  of  this  post 
than  with  any  other  post  in  his  Department.  Naturally,  the  France  Field  offi- 
cers were  pleased  with  this . 

The  Hews  Letter  Correspondent  states  that  the  reports  of  the  staff  officers 
have  not  as  yet  been  received,  but  it  is  believed  that  any  "skins"  will  be  of  a 
minor  character. 
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MOUNTED  DUCK  HUNTERS 
By  the  France  Field  Correspondent 

Have  yon  ever  gone  duck  hunting  on  horseback?  Nell,  you  have  missed  some- 
thing if  you  have  not,  especially  if  you  Gadget  a small  horse  like  we  get  down 
here  in  Panama  and  you  have  long  legs.  Not?1" continue  with  the  story,  I’ll  tell 
you  about  a duck  hunting  party  recently  where  they  went  hunting  on  horses.  The 
party  was  composed  of  Lieut. -Col.  Fisher,  Captain  Skemp , Lieuts.  A.E.  and  E.D. 
Jones,  LavideLon,  Master  Sgt . Lucy  and  Private  Ballard,  who  acted  as  camp  cook. 

The  x^arty  left  France  Field  in  a Bomber  on  a cross-country  flight  to  Ancon. 
After  a flight  of  an  hour  and  fifteen  minutes,  the  party  landed  and  was  greeted 
as  per  usual  by  the  populace  and  pitched  camp  in  an  adobe  house  near  the  com- 
munity well.  After  a rusty  meal  the  X-^^ty  pushed  off  to  hunt  ducks  or  any  odder 
game  that  could  be  gagged.  The  Colonel  drew  a small  grey  mule  as  his  mount,  and 
the  other  members  drew  small  native  ponies.  Three  mozos  were  engaged  as  guides 
and  some  kids  were  taken  along  to  retrieve  the  game.  The  first  game  encountered, 
was  a flock  of  large  doves.  Next  was  a flock  of  wild  pigeons,  then  came  the 
ducks  and,  needless  to  say,  the  gunners  had  all  the  shooting  they  could  handle 
for  a fev;  hours.  Now,  some  of  the  members  of  this  party  had  not  ridden  a hay 
burner  for  several  years,  and  you  can  imagine  how  they  felt  the  next  day. 

The  return  trip  to  France  Field  was  made  in  one  of  the  heaviest  rain  storms 
of  the  season,  and  at  times  it  seemed  as  though  the  party  was  riding  in  a sub- 
marine with  a porthole  open. 

Speaking  of  hunting,  the  News  Letter  Correspondent  from  March'  Field  stater- 
that  this  year’s  hunting  season  has  been  a very  successful  one  for  the  personnel 
of  the  T)cst.  Many  limits  of  duck  and  quail  were  brought  in,  and  a few  deer  - 
very  few.  Now  that  the  season  is  nearing  to  a close  it  is  expected  that  the 
field  will  begin  to  function  normally  again. 

0O0 

TRANSPORT  PLANE  TO  BE  FERRIED  TO  PANAMA 

Ferrying  an  airplane  from  the  United  States  to  one  of  its  foreign  stations 
is  the  latest  reject  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Army  Air  Corps. 

A C-2  Army  Transport  plane  , a type  similar  to  the  one  which. was  niloted  by 
Lieuts.  Maitland  and  Hegenberger  on  the  historic  California  to  Hawaii  Flight, 
will  be  ferried  from  Nright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  to  France  Field,  Panama  Canal 
Zone,  by  Lieuts.  George  C.  McDonald  and  Dwight  J.  Canfield,  Air  Corps,  who  are 
now  stationed  in  panama.  These  two  officers,  who  are  under  orders  to  proceed  to 
Washington  to  confer  on  official  matters  with  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps , will 
next  proceed  to  Dayton  to  secure  their  conveyance  for  their  return  journey.  TTm.  y 
will  be  accompanied  by  Major  Paul  Bock,  Air  Corps,  who  is  now  on  a leave  of 
absence  in  the  United  States.  The  flight,  scheduled  to  start  on  January  8th, 
will  land  at  Miami,  Florida,  the  same  date,  and  in  Havana,  Cuba,  the  next  day. 
From  Havana  the  plane  will  proceed  directly  to  Panama. 

The  Air  Corps  has  for  several  years:,-  in  the  interest  of  economy  and  speed 
ferried  airxolanes  from  the  factories  to  the  stations  of  Continental  United  Sta  i 
Although  Air  Corps  officers  have  figured  in  several  flights  from  the  United 
States  to  panama,  this  will  be  the  first  time  a plane  has  been  delivered  to  an 
assigned  foreign  station  by  ferry. 

0O0 

NATCH  OUT' 

A new  pastime,  that  of  dropping  a watch  from  an  airplane  to  the  cold,  co]  i 
ground  to  see  if  it  would  continue  to  run  was  recently  tried  out  by  an  airman  a . 
Lowry  Field,  Denver,  Colorado,  the  home  airdrome  of  the  45th  Division,  NationAJ 
Guard  Air  Service.  The  watch  was  placed  In  a football  and  dropiced*  from  a 
Douglas  plane  flying  at  an  altitude  of  2,000  feet.  Despite  the  cold  weather, 
a large  crowd  came  out  to  the  field  that  particular  Sunday  morning  to  witness 
the  stunt.  It  was  an  excellent  demonstration  of  time  passing  swiftly.  It  was 
necessary,  of  course,  to  take  time  out  - of  the  football  - and  the  pilot  short ’’y 
thereafter  was  wearing  the  watch  on  his  wrist.  It  was  still  ticking  along 
merrily. 
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STATUS  OF  THE  EURLCW  BILL 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Hews  Letter  it  was  stated  that  Senate  Bill  3269, 
■providing  for  higher  rank  fo-r  Major-Generals'  Hunter  Liggett  and  Robert  L. 

Ballard,  and  which  was  massed  by  the  Senate  during  the  first  session  of  the 
70th  Go  tigress,.  had  been  amended  in  the  House  of  representatives  in  the  present 
session  by  the  inclusions  of  the  provisions  of  H.R.'  12814  - known  as  the  Eurlow 
Bill  - to  increase  the:  efficiency  of  the  Air  Corps  and  for  other  pur-poses,  and 
that  the  lower  house  passed  the  bill  in  its  amended  form  oh  Lecember  17th.., 

On  December  19th  the  amended  bill  was  laid  before  the  Senate  by  the  Vice 
President,  whereupon  the  following  debate-  ensued: 

Mr.  Cart  is.  Mr.  president,  I ask  that  the  matter  may  go  over  until  to- 
morrow. m v \ 

The  Vice  President.'  Without  objection,  it  is  so  ordered. 

Mr.  King.  I would  like  to  ask  the  Senator  from'  Kansas  if  he  will  not  con- 
sent that  the  amendments  of  the  House  shall  -go  to  the  appropriate  committee , the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Cart is . I understand  there  will  be  a motion  made  which  will  probably 
.lead  to  some  discussion,  and  I think  we  have  arrangements  whereby  we  can  get  s, 
vote  on  the  unfinished  business  pretty  soon. 

Mr.  LaFolle-tte.  It  is  impossible  to  hear  the  Senator  from  Kansas. 

Mr.  Cartis.  I ask  that  the  House  amendments  may  go  over,  because  we  are 
trying  to  reach  an  agreement  to  vote  on  the  pending  measure,  and  I think  if  theg 
go  over  and  we  may  have  a little  more  opportunity  for  discussion  this  .afternoon 
we  can  reach  an  agreement . 

Mr.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  president,  a parliamentary  inquiry.  If  the 
matter  goes  over,  as  requested  by  the  Senator  from  Kansas  , when  would  it  be  la:’ d 
before  the  Senate? 

The  Vice  president.  It  is  a privileged  matter,  and  can  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania.  Then  I give  notice  that  at  2 o’clock  to-morrow, 
or  as  soon  thereafter  as  I can  get-  recognition,  I will  ask  that  the  amendments 
of  the  House  be  laid  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Black.  I move  that  the  consideration  of  the  House  amendments  relating, 
to  promotions  in  the  Air  Corps  be  deferred  until  the  first  legislative  day  afte: 
the  Christmas  holidays.  I make  that  motion  for  this  reason:  The  Senator  from 
Arkansas  (Mr.  Robinson)  is  interested  in  the  bill  with  reference  to  the  Air  Cor 
He  and  I have  conferred  concerning  it  many  times.  I am  very  frank  to  state  the.; 
if  this  bill  comes  up  tomorrow  at  2 o'clock,  from  the  information  I have  receiv- 
ed, the  debate  concerning  it  will  last  until  Saturday  night.  It  is  not  fair,  ir 
■my  judgment,  that  any  effort  should  be  made  to  have  the  bill  disposed  of  in  the 
absence  of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas.  For  that  reason  I am  delaying  the  motion. 

Ho  one  can  be  delayed;  no  injury  can  occur.  Conferees  could  not  agree 
between  now  and  the  Christmas  holidays',  and  if  the  plans  go  through  as  devised, 
in  my  judgment  conferees  would  never  agree.  But  irrespective  of  that,  it  will 
lead  to  prolonged  debate  if  an  effort  is  made  to  have  the  House  amendments  come 
up  in  the  absence  of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  who  is  interested  in  the  matter. 
A motion  for  a conference  is  going  to  bring  up  the  question  of  instructing  the 
conferees . -f 

It  may  bring  up  a contest  as  to  who  shall  be  the  conferees.  It  will  cer- 
tainly bring  up  the  qaestion  as  to  whether  or  not  the  amendments  shall  be  re-' 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  for  consideration  in  order  that  the 
conferees  may  be  instructed  in  line  with  the  majority  of  that  committee.  There- 
fore I make  the  motion  that  the  consideration  of  the  House  amendments  be  post- 
poned until  the  first  legislative  day  after  the  Christmas  holidays. 

Mr.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  President,  if  the  Senator  from  Arkansas 
(Mr.  Robinson)  desired  that  this  matter  should  go  ever,  I would,  of  course,  be 
inclined  to  comply  with  his  request;  but  he  has  made  no  such  request,  and  I haw 
no  reason  to  think  that  it  is  his  desire  that  it  should  go  over.  Therefore  I 
make  the  point  of  order  that  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama  is  not  now  w 
order. 

Mr.  Black.  Why  not? 

The  Vice  president.  The  Chair  everrules  the  point  of  order.  The  action  o? 
the  House  has  been  laid  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania.  Then  I make  a notion  that  the  Senate  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  House , that  it  ask  for  a conference , and  that  the  Chair  ap- 
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point  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  In  this  connection  I call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  my  motion  is  privileged  and  would  come  up  before  the  motio: 
of  the  Senator  from  Alabama. 

Mu.  Black.  Mr.  President,  I ask  for  a ruling  on  that,  because  if  the 
Chair  holds  that  to  be  the  rule  I desire  to  submit  another  motion  which  is  privi- 
leged over  the  motion  made  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

The  Vice  president.  The  Chair  rules  that  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  has  precedence  over  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama. 

Mr.  Black.  Then,  Mr.  President,  I move  that  the  amendments  of  the  House  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania.  I make  the  point  of  order  that  the  motion  which 
I made  to  refer  to  a committee  of  conference  takes  -nrecedence  over  the  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  Alabama. 

The  Vice  President.  The  motion  to  refer  to  a committee  of  the  Senate  would 
take  precedence  over  a motion  to  refer  to  a committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania.  But  the  motion  to  refer  to  a committee  of  con- 
ference is  a motion  to  refer  to  a joint  committee  and  is  privileged  just  as  much 
as  a motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Vice  President.  The  Chair  is  informed  that  a motion  to  refer  to  a 
standing  committee  takes  precedence  over  a notion  to  refer  to  a committee  of 
conference.  The  Chair  will  state  the  parliamentary  situation.  It  has  been  a 
matter  of  some  study  and  this  will  perhaps  save  some  debate. 

The  House  amendment,  under  Rule  VII,  subdivision  7,  is  a nrivileged  matter, 
and  its  consideration  does  not  displace  but  simply  suspends  action  on  the  un- 
finished business.  For  the  purpose  of  amendment  the  House  amendment  is  to  be 
regarded  as  the  original  text.  It  contains  several  distinct  propositions  and 
may  be  divided  as  to  same. 

The  following  motions,  which  are  debatable,  may  be  made,  taking  precedence 
in  the  order  named: 

1.  To  refer  same  to  a committee!. 

2.  To  amend  same. 

3.  To  disagree  and  ask  conference. 

4.  To  agree  to  House  amendment. 

Mr.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  President,  a parliamentary  inquiry.  Does 
the  Chair  hold  that  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama  to  refer  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  is  now  the  pending 
question? 

The  Vice  president.  That  is  correct.  It  is  the  pending  question. 

Mr.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania.  I have  no  objection  to  the  adoption  of  that 
motion. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  following  da.y,  December  20th,  Senator  Hiram  Bingham,  of  Connecticut, 
asked  unanimous  consent  that  House  Bill  12814  to  increase  the  eff iciencyof  the 
Air  Corps  (the  Furlow  Bill)  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  He 
stated  that  the  Furlow  Bill  granting  a separate  promotion  list  to  the  Air  Corps 
had  been  referred  to  at  various  times  in  the  conventions  of  the  American  Legion 
and  in  the  meetings  of  the  Rational  Aeronautic  Association;  that  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  provisions  of  the  Furlow  Bill  came  over  from  the  house  in  the 
shape  of  an  amendment  to  another  bill  and,  instead  of  being  sent  to  conference, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  it  seemed  only  fair  that  the 
original  bill,  known  as  the  Farlow  Bill,  should  be  sent  back  to  that  Committee 
also  . 

Senator  McKe liar  objected  on  the  ground  that  the  junior  Senator  from  Alabama 
(Mr.  Black) ^is  greatly  interested  in  the  matter,  was  absent,  and  he  therefore 
hoped  that  the  matter  might  go  over. 

The  presiding  Officer  accordingly  ordered  the  bill  to  go  over. 

NEWSPAPER  COMMENT  ON  AIR  CORPS  PROMOTION  BILL. 

The  "New  York  American,"  on  December  26th,  stated  - "If  there  is  a sound 
argument  against  the  Furlow  bill  for  a separate  promotion  list  for  the  Army  Air 
Corps,  we  have  yet  to  hear  it.  When  all  the  army  world  fliers,  except  one, have 
left  the  service  because  of  the  difficulty  of  winning  promotion,  when  the  morale 
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of  the  flying  forco  isy  threatened,"  it  is  time  for  action/  Aviation  should  not 
he  considered  the  Government 1 s step-obi  Id.  " 

The  "Washington  Star11 , after  quoting  Colonel  Lindbergh1  s statement -regarding 
the  promotion  situation, ‘ which  statement' appeared  in  the  previous  issue  of  the 
Hews  Letter,  goes  on  to  say: 

"Colonel  Lindbergh,  who’  wrote  these  words,  did  not  'write  them  as  ah  editor- 
ial for  the  Star.  But  because  they  more  adequately  ex-ores  s the  fundamental 
necessity  for  the  creation  of . a separate  promotion  list  for  the  Army  Air  Corps  - 
and  it  should  here  be  said  that  the  Same  logic  applies  with  equal  pertinence  to 
the  Havy  ~ The 'Star  reprints . then,  and  soys  'Amen, 1 

There . is  no  doubt  that  the^ morale  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  has  suffered  owing 
to  the  fact  that,  under  the  existing' system  of  promotion  with' aviators  on  the 
sane  promotion  list  as  those  in  tho  less  hazardous  branches  of  the  service, 
there  are  many  first  lieutenants  engaged  in  actual  flying  service  who  cannot 
look  forward  to  anything  but  a captaincy  or  maybe  a majority  by  the  tine  he  must 
retire.  .When  this  fact  is  weighed  as  against  the  current  inducements  of  civil 
aviation  it  becomes  apparent  that  from  the  standpoint  of  practicality  something 
must  be  done  if  efficient  officers  are  to  be  retained  in  the  Air  Corps.  When  it 
is  further  considered  that  with  but  one-twelfth  of  the  total  officer  personnel 
upon  its  rosters  the  Army  Air  Corps  furnishes  approximately  forty  percent  of  the 
casualties  among  all  Army  officers  in  time  of  peace,  and  that  in  a vast  majority 
of  cases  when  an  aviator  is  killed  it  is  an  officer  in  the  less  hazardous 
branches  who  is  advanced  to  take  the  rank  which  ho  held,  from  the  far  more  im- 
portant standpoint  of  ordinary  justice  one  must  demand  a change. 

, A. bill  purposed  to  effect  this  change  has  passed  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives It  will  be  brought  up  in  the  Senate  military  affairs  committee  shortly 
after,  the  holidays.  It  should,  be  reported  from  that  body  with  favor  and  prompti- 
tude and  swiftly  enacted  into  law  by  the  Senate  and  President. 11 

—r-oOo— 

, . A HAEBOH  "SQUEAK"  FOR  WRIGHT  FIELD  -FLYERS 

By  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent 

That  we  have  not,  for  all  our  aviation  ascendency,  completely  left  the  age 
of  structural  failure  behind  us  was  demonstrated  recently  to  -Majors  C.W.  Howard, 
G.  E.  Brower  and  Lieut.  E.W.  Dichman  during  a test  flight  of  a new  type  bomber 
at  Wright  Field,  A pilot  new  to  the  Flight  Tost  Branch  had  reported  upon  land- 
ing the  bomber  that  something  was  wrong.  When  the  rudder  was  moved,  everything 
else  in  .the  ship  started  to  move  also,  he  said.  Some  of  the  more  experienced 
pilots  looked  skeptical.  It  was  possible  that  the  new  tester  was  unused  to  the 
vibration  in  certain  experimental  bombers  which  seemed  much  more  shattering  in 
character  than  it  really  was.  The  inspector  had  reported  nothing  serious.  The 
three  officers  named  above  decided  they'd  check  the  report  in  the  air. 

The  bomber  climbed  nicely  to  2,000  foot,  Major  Brower  piloting,  Major 
Howard  beside  him  to  make  observations  in  the  fore  part  of  the  plane,  and  Lieut. 
Dichman  in  the  rear  cockpit  where  ha  could  observe  the  action  of  the  structural 
members  more  closely  from  the  inside.  At  2,000  feet,  Major  Brower  "fish tailed" 
the  rudder  with  true  test  vehemence,  firmed  lately  it  was  apparent  that  something 
was  wrong,  for  the  whole  airplane ' distorted  alarmingly.  He  repeated  the  per- 
formance five  or.  six  times  to  help  the  observers  locate "the  fault. 

Suddenly, Lieut . Dichman  drew  attention  and  with  violent  motions  indicated 
that  he  had  found  it.  He  pointed  to  the  left  and  made  twisting  gestures  with 
his  hands.  Major  Brower  started  to  fishtail  again  to  enable  Dichman  to  verify 
his  findings,  whereupon  the  latter,  in  the  language  of  the  small  boy,  threw  a 
fit.  Again  sign  language  -prohibiting  further  rough  handling.  Major  Brower 
whipped  the  tail  into  a turn  to  bring  the  plane  over  the  field,  and  Dichman, now 
thoroughly  agitated,  almost  went  wild,  ' Signalling  for  a swan-like  easy  turn  with 
hands  that  were  learning  eloquence  and  pointing  again  to  the  left  longeron,  he 
made  a snapping  movement,  as  if  breaking  a stick. 

The  truth  dawned  on  the  two  in  the  front  cockpit  with  sudden  calming  effect. 
Their  first  instinct  was  a.  fiance  over  the  side  to  observe  altitude  and  a seek- 
ing of  the  rip  cord  ring.  But  the  ..plane  was  responding  nicely  to  the  controls 
and  Major  Brower  saw  every  chance  of  a safe  landing  which  he  - proceeded  to'  accom- 
plish with  all  possible  care.  ' ■ 

On  the  ground,  they  looked  uoonan  upper  left  longeron  in  the  bomb  bay  which 
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r.ad  been  fractured.  All  that  had  been  holding  that  part  of  the  plane  together 
was ^ the  fabric  and  cowling  strips.  The  fracture,  it  was  decided,  was  due  to  the 
fatigue  of  the  metal  as  a result  of  vibration.  They  felt  the  solid  ground  her*, 
neath  their  feet  with  vast  relief. 

The  Dreakage  had  escaped  detection  on  the  ground  because  hidden  by  the  bomb 
load  which  had  remained  in  the  plane  throughout  all  the  tests.  The  younger  pilot 
so  far  as  we  know,  has  refrained  from  saying  "I  told  you  so." 

oCo 

ENDURANCE  PLANE  EQUIPPED  AT  MIDDLETOWN  AIR  DEPOT 

Under  the  direction  of  Caotain  Estabrook,  the  installation  of  all  the  appa- 
ratus was  accomplished  on  the  C-l  and  0-2  airplanes.  The  last-named  plane  broke 
all  existing  world’s  records  for  duration  in  an  uninterrupted  flight  lasting  150 
hours,  40  minutes  and  15  seconds. 

Lieut.  Ray  Harris  was  an  able  assistant  and,  due  to  the  unusual  amount  of 
work  entailed,  spent  quite  a few  hours  burning  the  midnight  oil  before  the 
planes  were  ready  to  b;e  turned  over  to  Major  Spatz  and  Captain  Eaker.  General 
Eechet  also  showed  great  interest  in  the  refueling  endurance  flight  and  visited 
the  Middletown  Air  Depot  to  inspect  the  work  being  done  ©n  the  planes. 

cOo 

NEW  INSTRUCTORS  AT  AIR  CORPS  PLYING-  SCHOOLS 

Fourteen  Air  Corps  officers  are  about  to  change  their  present  jobs  to  one 
of  instructing  students  how  to  fly.  Those  assigned  by  Special  Orders  of  the 
War  Department  to  duty  as  Instructors  at  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  at 
Duncan  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  are  as  follows: 

1st  Lieut.  Lewis  A.  Dayton,  upon  completion  of  duty  in  Hawaiian  Department 

1st  Lieut.  Elmer  D.  Perrin,  upon  completion  of  duty  in  Philippines. 

1st  Lieut.  Lawrence  J.  Carr  from  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 

1st  Lieut.  James  A.  Mollison  from  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas. 

1st  Lieuts  . John  G-.  Williams  and  John  F.  McBlain  from  Fort  Crockett,  Texas. 

1st  Lieuts.  John  K.  Cannon,  2nd  Lieuts.  John  E.  Bodle,  William  H .Doolittle 
and  Demas  T.  Craw  from  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 

2nd  Lieut.  Dale  D.  Fisher  from  Langley  Field,  Va. 

2nd  Lieutenants  Ward  J.  Davies,  Langley  Field;  Harold  F.  Brown,  Crissy 
Field,  and  Earl  C.  Robbins,  Fort  Crockett,  Texas,  have  been  ordered  to  proceed 
to  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  on  temporary  duty  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  the  refresher  course  in  flying  training  and  then  proceed 
to  March  Field,  Calif.,  not  later  than  March  1,  1929,  for  duty  as  Instructor 
at  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Flying  School. 

oOo 

JAPANESE  OFFICERS  MAKE  EMERGENCY  JUMPS 

If  Ja-pan , like  the  United  States,  boaS/fced  of  an  organization  such  as  the 
Caterpillar  Club,  two  natives  of  the  Land  of  the  Rising  Sun  would  be  eligible 
for  membership  thereto.  A communi cation  recently  received  from  Major  W.B. 

Duty,  commanding  the  Philippine  Air  Depot,  Camp  Nichols,  P.I.,  reads  as  follows ; 

"I  noticed  in  one  of  the  recent  issues  of  the  News  Letter  that  you  have 
been  informed  that  two  Japanese  have  joined  the  Caterpillar  Club,  but  that  the 
Irving  Air  Chute  Company  was  unable  to  furnish  you  the  names  of  those  making  the 
jumps.  For  your  information  I inform  you  herewith  that  I was  on  duty  at  the 
First  Japanese  Air  Regiment  at  the  time  these  jumps  were  made.  Mr.  S.  Nakac , a 
test  pilot  of  the  Mitsubishi  Airplane  Company,  while  testing  an  experimental 
pursuit  plane  in  June,  1928,  was  forced  to  jump  and  was  saved.  On  the  26th  of 
July,  1928,  while  testing  a plane,  Lieutenant  Ishihara  of  the  First  Pursuit 
Regiment  was  forced  to  jump 'and  was  saved  Both  of  these  pilots  used  parachuter 
made  by  the  Irving  Air  Chute  Company. " 

oOo 

During  the  month  of  November  the  12th  Photo  Section,  stationed  at  France 
Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  accomplished  the  following  projects:  Mosaic  of  Fort 
Sherman,  Canal  Zone;  Mosaic  of  Fort  Randolph,  Canal  Zone,  and  Tri  Lens  Camera 
mapping  in  the  vicinity  of  Santiago  and  Laguna  Lieaguada,  Republic  of  Panama. 

-14-  V-5856  , A .C. 


AIR  CORPS  PERSONNEL  CHANGES 

...  . - • ,*  > # ! * . • : • ■ ’ * ■ * 

A compilation  of  the  strength  reports  for  the  month  of  November  shows  a 
total  of  10,438  enlisted  men,  including  348  Plying- Cadets , in  the  Air  Corps  on 
November  30,  1928.  This  figure  shows  a net  gain  of  132  men  in  the  Air  Corps 
during  the  month.  With  the  additional  noncommissioned  officers  recently  allot- 
ted, the  present  authorized  enlisted  strength  is  10,126. 

The  War  Department's  approval  of  the  proposed  distribution  by  the  Air  Corps 
of  the  additional  noncommissioned  officers,  privates  and  specialists  ratings  re- 
cently authorized  resulted  in  the  following  changes  in  ratings  and  strength  of 
Air  Corps  organizations: 

Increased  personnel  for  the  58th  and  59th  Service  Squadrons  and  the  Tac- 
tical School  Detachment  at  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Increase  in  strength  of  the  22nd  Observation  Squadron,  Maxwell  Field, 
Montgomery,  Ala.',  from  132  to  145  enlisted  men  to  provide  for  the  detachment  at 
Fort  Bragg,. N.C.,  the  Commanding  Officer  of ' the  22nd  Squadron  to  adjust  the 
grades  and  ratings  in  the  squadron  proper  and  the  detachment  at  Fort  Bragg  so  as 
to  afford  equitable  promotion  in  the  two  activities.  • 

Increase  of  the  Air  Corps  Detachment  at  Bolling  Field,  D.C.,  from  271  to 
299  enlisted  men. 

Increase  the  strength  of  the  1st  and  5th  Observation  Squadrons,  Mitchel 
Field,  N.Y.,  from  102  to  132  men 'each,  and  providing  for  additional  specialists 
ratings  for  the  99th  Observation  Squadron  recently  reconstituted. 

Increase  the  17th,  27th  and  94th  Pursuit  -Squadrons , Selfridge  Field,  Mich., 
by  30  men  each,  thus  increasing  the  strength  from  102  to  132  enlisted  men  each, 
and  providing  some  additional  grades  and  ratings  for  the  15th  Observation  Squad- 
ron recently  reconstituted  without  sufficient  grades  and  ratings.' 

Provide  specialists  ratings  for  the  Technical  School  Band  at  Chanute  Field, 
Rantoul,  111. , and  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  Band  at  Duncan  Field,  Sari 
Antonio,  Texas,  now  operating  only  with  privates. 

Provide  additional  noncommissioned  officers  and  specialists  ratings  for  the 
16th  Observation  Squadron,  Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  the  authorized 
strength  of  which  is  increased  from  110  to  132  enlisted  men. 

Increase  the  strength  of  the  Air  Corps  Detachment  at  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Kansas,  by  one  fester  Sergeant,  and  decreasing  same  by  one  private,  the  total 
strength  remaining  at  32  enlisted  men. 

Provide  32  additional  noncommissioned  officers  and  specialists  for  the  60th 
Service  Squadron  at  Fort  Crockett,  Texas,  thus  increasing  the  strength  of  this 
unit  from  140  to  172  enlisted  men. 

Provide  additional  noncommissioned  officers  and  specialists  for  the  88th 
Observation  Squadron,  post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma,  recently  reconstituted 
without  sufficient  grades  and  ratings. 

Increase  the  52nd  School  Squadron  by  one  Technical  Sergeant,  decreasing 
same  by  one  private. 

Provide  additional  grades  and  ratings  for  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron  and 
the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  recently  reconstituted  without  sufficient  grades  and 
ratings,  thus  bringing  the  strength  of  these  two  units  at  Rockwell  Field,  Calif, 
to  132  enlisted  men  each. 

Increase  the  6th  Composite  Group  Headquarters,  Panama  Canal  Zone , ' by  one 
Technical  Sergeant,  and  decreasing  same  by  one  private,  also  providing  sufficient 
grades  and  ratings  for  the  6th  Composite  Group  Band,  now  operating  with  privates. 

oOo 

WAR  DEPARTMENT  ORDERS  AFFECTING  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS 

Changes  in  Station:  Major  Carl  Spatz  relieved  from  Office  Chief  of  Air 
Corps,  about  April  28,  1929,  to  proceed  to  Rockwell  Field,  Calif.,  upon  comple- 
tion of  Air  Corps  Maneuvers  in  the  5th  Corps  Area. 

1st  Lieut.  Charles  W.  Lawrence,  March  Field,  Calif.,  to  Panama  Canal  Zone, 
sailing  from  San  Francisco,  Calif,  about  April  10,  1929. 

Captain  Wm.  E,  Kepner,  Scott  Field,'  111.,  upon  completion  of  present  course 
of  instruction  at  Special  Observers  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  to  Wright  Field, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  for  duty  in  Materiel  Division. 

Captain  Ernest  Clark,  Langley  Field,  ,Va.  , to  Bolling  Field,  D.C. 
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Retirement ; • 1st  Lieut.  Solomon  L.  Van  Meter, Jr.,  December  13,1928,  for 
disability-  incident  to*  the  service  - rank  of  Captain. 

Promotions;  1st  Lieuts.  Frederic  B.  Wieners,  perry  Wainer,  William  S. 
Gravely  and  Harlan  W.  Holden  to  Captain,  to  rank  from  Nov.  17th,  Nov.  30th, 

Dec.  13th  and  Dec.  13th,  respectively;  and  2nd  Lieuts.  Richard  H.  Dean  and 
Rowland  Kieburtz  to  1st  Lieuts.  with  rank  from  Nov,  13th  and  Nov.  18th,  re- 
spectively. 

oOo 

THE  FLIGHT  OF  THE  "QUESTION  MARK" 

Young  1929  had  barely  seen  'the  light  of  day  when  the  Army  Air  Corps,  with 
its  usual  penchant  for  "doing  things"  started  on  a project  which  culminated  in 
an  astounding  endurance  record.  The  crew  of  the  "Question  Mark"  accomplished 
an  uninterrupted  cruise  in  a heavier-than-air  craft  lasting  6-|  days.  This  was 
made  possible  by  refueling  the  plane  in  the  air.  While  refueling  operations 
during  flight  had  been  accomplished  by  the  Air  Corps  several  years  prior  to  this 
remarkable  endurance  flight  of  150  hours,  40  minutes  and  15  seconds,  the  record 
is  new  and  one  which  at  this  stage  of  aeronautical  progress  seems  to  present  an 
almost  insurmountable  barrier  to  those  who  may  seek  to  eclipse  it. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  the  Hon.  Dwight  F.  Davis,  made  the  following  state- 
ment in  connection  with  the  Air  Corps'  new  record; 

"The  flight  is  a great -thing.  It  is  going  to  have  a very  good  effect  on 
aviation  in  view  of  the  general  confidence  it  will  inspire  in  equipment.  Wonder 
ful  results  have  been  accomplished  in  the  reliability  of  motor,  planes  and  ac- 
cessories. Not  only  is  the  flight  of  great  value  in  a military  way  but  it  is 
also  of  commercial  value.  We  are  very  proud  of  the  results  obtained.  The  way 
the  "Question  Mark"  and  the  attending  planes  have  been  handled,  the  skill  of 
the  crew,  and  the  functioning  of  the  equipment  have  all  combined  to  make  the 
flight  a tremendous  success.  It  is  an  interesting  experiment  with  a good  deal 
of  practicable  value  to  increasing  the  radius  of  flight.  The  flight  should  also 
be  of  value  to  the  Navy  in  that  it  indicates  the  possibility  of  refueling  from 
airplane  carriers  over  water." 

The  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Major-General  James  E.  Fechet,  stated; 

"I  am  highly  elated  to  learn  of  the  safe  landing  of  the  Army  endurance 
plane  "Question  Mark",  after  breaking  all  records  for  sustained  flight  for  all 
types  of  aircraft.  I extend  my  heartiest  congratulations  to  the  personnel  con- 
nected with  this  mission.  In  the  preparation  for  the  flight  and  throughout 
the  more  than  six  days  that  the  "Question  Mark"  has  been  aloft,  all  concerned 
have  devoted  themselves  to  the  matter  in  hand  with  a zeal  which  is  characterise 
tic-  of  the  Air  Corps.  I am  proud  of  their  accomplishment  which  I prophesy  will 
have  a far  reaching  effect  in  the  advancement  of  aviation,  both  military  and 
civil . " 

The  Hon.  F.  Trubee  Davison,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  in  sending  his  con- 
gratulations to  the  crew  of  the  "Question  Mark",  remarked  that  they  had  perform- 
ed a magnificent  piece  of  work  of  real  value  to  military  and  commercial  aviation 

In  his  congratulatory  message,  the  Chief  of  Staff,  Major-General  Charles  F. 
Summerall,  stated  that  the  skill  demonstrated  in  the  frequent  refueling  of  the 
ship  brings  great  credit  to  the  participants  and  to  the  personnel,  training  and 
equipment  of  the  entire  Air  Corps. 

No  definite  plans  for  the  use  of  the  knowledge  gained  in  this  flight  have 
been  made  at  present,  and  none  can  be  made  until  Major  Spatz  and  his  crew  return 
to  Washington  and  render  their  report.  ... 

After  new  engines  are  installed  in  the  plane  which  shattered  all  previous 
records  for  both  heavier-than-air  and  lighter-than-air  craft,  the  crew  will  fly 
it  back  to  Washington,  but  no  attempt  will  be  made  to  perform  any  refueling  en 
route. 

The  engines  used  in  the  endurance  flight  will  be  torn  down  and  very  care- 
fully inspected  to  determine  their  actual  condition  following  the  severe  test 
which  this  long  grind  imposed  upon  them.  The  aircraft  industry,  particularly 
those  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  air-cooled  engines,  are  extremely  interested 
in  ascertaining  the  condition  of  these  engines  with  a view  to  remedying  whatever 
material  defects  may  have  developed  resulting  in  the  final  exhaustion  of  same. 

The  airplane  used  on  this  flight  is  one  of  the  regular  service  type  trans- 
ports used  in  the  Army  Air  Corps  - the  C-2,  converted  so  that  it  could  be 
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refuelled,  in  the  air.  It  is  a type  similar  to  the  one  which  was  used  on  the  non- 
stop flight  from  California  to  Honolulu  in  the  Spring  of  1927  by  Lieut s . Maitland 
and  Hegenberger  of  the -Air  Corps. 

As ' soon 'as 'a  complete  report  on  this  refueling  flight  is  rendered,  a study 
will  be  made'  with  a view  , to  determining  the  type  of  aircraft  construction,  type 
of  engine , .crews japd  other  requirements  which  would  make  possible  flights  of 
longer  duration  With  less  frequent  refueling-  contacts. 

It  appears  from  .the  preliminary . statement  of  the ' surgeons,  who  ascertained 
the  physical'  cond.it ion  of  the  crew  after  landing  that  flights  of  much  longer 
duration  ;can.  be_  made  .without  danger  of  exhausting  the  crew. 

f ' Although  the  lype  of  plane  used  on  the" refueling  flight  is  capable  .of  trav- 
eling at  a speed  in  excess  of  100  .miles  an  hour,  no  attempt  was  made  to  estab- 
lish any  speed  or  distance  records.  .To  hove  done  so  would  have  necessitated 
the  crew  of  the  "Question  Mark"  flying  over  a measured  course  both  day  and  night. 
It  is  calculated  that  the  "Question  Mark"  flew  at  an  average  speed  of-  75  miles 
an'  hour . ~ 1 

The ‘ Army  pilots  who  encircled  the  globe  by  air  in  1924  accomplished,  this 
feat  in': a'  flying  time  of  slightly  over  453  hours,  covering  a total  of  27,553 
miles'.  Thd  crew  of  the  "Question  Mark"  in  exceeding  a non-step  flight  of  150 
hotirs,  covered  an  approximate  distance  of  11,300  miles,  considerably- more  than 
a third  of  the  distance  around  the  world,  or  90  miles  less' than  the  distance 
traversed  by  the  World  Flyers  from  Seattle,  Washington,  to  Calcutta,  India 
(11,390  miles).  Another  flight  of  such  duration  and  at  the  same  average  speed, 
assuming,  of  course,  that  proper  refueling  contacts  are  made,  would  have  taken 
the  crew  of  the  "Question  Mark",  following  the  same  route  as  the  World  Flyers, 
from  Calcutta,  India,  to  the  vicinity  of  Harrisburg, pa.. 

The'  crew  of  the  "Question.  Mark"  were  Major  Carl'Spatz,  commander;  Captain 
Ira  C.  Faker,  Lieuts.  Harry  A.  Halverson,  Elwocd  R.  Quesada  and  Staff  Sergeant 
Roy  W.  Hooe.. '-Among  the  other  personnel  connected  with  this  project  were  Captain 
Ross  G-.  Hoyt,,  pilot  of  refueling  plane  No .-  1;  Lieut.  Odas  Moon,  Pilot  of  refuel- 
ing plane  No.  2;  Lieut.  Ray  G- . Harris,  engineering  officer  of  the  flight;  and 
Lieut.  Arthur  I % Ennis, . Radio.  and  Communications  Officer  of  the  Flight,  In  the 
absence  of  the  report  on  this  flight,  the  names  of  all  the  personnel  who  partic- 
ipated in  this  epoch  making  achievement  are  hot  available  at  this  time..  It  is 
hoped  to  publish  a detailed  report  on  this  flight  when  same  is  made. 
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NOTES  FROM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 
0O0 

Langley  Field,  Hampton,  Y a.,  Nov.  23,  1928. 

Our  thirteen  new  officers,  five  regulars  and  eight  reserves  from  the  lost 
class  at  Kelly  Field  who  graduated  the  26th  of  last  month,  have  been  reporting 
in  the  past  two  weeks,  much  to  the  pleasure  of  the  personnel  of  the  Group.  The 
following  is  a list  of  those  who  are  now  present  for  duty':  2nd  Lieutenants  Marion 
M.  Burnside,  Maurice  F.  Daly  and  Marion  Huggins  of  the  Regular  Army,  and  2nd 
Lieutenants  Dean  V.  Johnson,  Donald  W.  Buckman,  YYarren  Higgins,  Howard  E.  Hall, 
Emery  J.  Martin,  Leland  S.  Stranathan,  Y/alter  R.  Agee  and  Harry  J.  Osterman, 

Air  Corps  Resperve.  2nd  Lieutenants  Ernest  G.  Schmidt  and  David  M.  Hackman,  Air 
Corps,  Regular  Army  are  still  on  leave.  The  old  officers  of  the  Group  extend  to 
these  officers  a warm  and  hearty  welcome.  It  is  expected  to  give  a Group  Dance 
at  the  Hampton  Country  Club  in  their  honor. 

A few  days  before  the  new  officers  started  arriving,  the  Group  was  unfor- 
tunate in  losing  Lieut.  John  R.  Drum,  who  was  transferred  to  Kelly  Field,  Lieut. 
A.R.  MacConnell  transferred  to  the  58th  Service  Squadron  and  Lieut.  James  F. 

Walsh  who  transferred  to  the  58th  Service  Squadron,  relieving  Lieut.  George  R, 
Geer,  hence  their  loss  is  more  than  merely  sentimental.  However,  all  must 
go  some  time,  and  we  wish  them  the  best  of  luck  and  hapny  landings  always. 

It  was  quite  an  unusual  month  for  the  Group  with  only  one  small  trip  to 
Greenville,  S.C.,  of  three  bombers  to  participate  in  the  dedication  of  a new 
airport . 

Langley  Field,  Va.,  December  17,  1928. 

With  no  planes  of  our  own  to  fly  except  two  O-lls,  one  DH-4  M2,  one  Fokker 
Transport,  and  one  PT-1  all  belonging  to  the  59th  Service  Squadron,  the  Air  Corps 
Tactical  School  demonstrated  its  splendid  cooperation  by  loaning  the  Group  their 
planes  all  morning  of  each  flying  day.  The  A.C.T.S,  has  loaned  the  Group  three 
O-lls  and  two  AT-5As  per  squadron.  In  addition  to  these,  several  A-3s  are  made 
available  three  or  four  days  a week.  With  these  borrowed  planes  it  has  been 
practically  possible  to  carry  on  with  our  regular  training  except  for  camera 
obscura  and  aerial  bombing.  Moreover,  this  period  is  giving  our  pilots  excel- 
lent opportunity  to  keep  their  "hands ‘in"  on  pursuit,  attack  and  observation 
types  of  planes. 

This  month  the  Group  has  been  unfortunate  in  losing  three  officers.  Lieut. 
Willard  R.  Wolfenbarger  was  transferred  to  the  2nd  Wing  Headquarters,  Lieut. 

James  F.  Walsh  to  the  58th  Service  Squadron  and  Lieut.  Emile  T.  Kennedy  on  DDL 
to  Sand  Point  Airdrome,  Seattle  Wash.  The  transfer  of  these  three  officers, 
all  of  whom  have  been  with  the  Group  for  a considerable  time,  is  considered  a 
great  loss. 

The  Group  pictorial  history  is  nearing  completion.  It  is  a book  of  great 
size,  2 feet  by  3 feet,  with  the  insignia  of  each  squadron  painted  on  its  face. 

It  will  rest  on  a beautiful  mahogany  stand,  the  top  supported  by  two  sa^ed  off 
DH  club  props,  and  will  be  permanently  placed  in  the  Group  Operation  Office. 

Unlike  the  last  training  period,  when  the  Second  Bombardment  Group  had 
twenty^two  bombardment  planes  and  pilots  well  trained  on  big  ships,  many  diffi- 
culties have  been  experienced  during  the  first  training  period  of  this  year, 
with  only  nine  LB-5-A  Keystone  bombers  available  for  the  tactical  training  of, 
thirty-six  officers.  The  last  and  most  heart  breaking  trouble  occurred  last  ■ 
Friday  when  all  our  planes  were  grounded  until  their  vibrating  tails  can  be 
reinforced.  This  will  probably  keep  the  ships  on  the  ground  until  the  middle 
of  January. 

San  Ant o n icy  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  December  14,1928 . 

On  November  22nd,  the  Depot  was  visited  by  a group  of  twelve  student  offi- 
cers of  the  present  class  at  the  School  of  Aviation  Medicine,  Brooks  Field,  in 
charge  of  Capt . Robert  K.  Simpson,  M.C , The  party  inspected  the  various  phases 
of  this  Denotes  activities  in  connection  with  their  course  of  instruction. 

The  Annual  Survey  of  War  Department  Activities  and  Installations  at  this 
Depot  was  made  by  Lieut  Colonel  Joseph  F,  Barnes,  I.G.D.,  of  Headquarters 
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Eighth  Corps  Area,  who  visited  the  Deuot  on  December  llth  and  12th  for  that 
purpose . 

The  Engineering  Department  of  the  De-pot  overhauled  and  repaired  the  follow- 
ing airplanes  and  engines  during  the  month  of  November :~  Airplanes:  2 DH-4M-1, 

4 DH-4M-2.,  .2  DH-4M-2T,  2 02-C,  8 02-H,  1 02-K,  3 AT -4,  3 PT-1,  2 A-3,  1 CGA-1, 

2 C-l-C,  Tot.al,  30  airplanes:  Engines:  6 Liberty,  31  Wright  E,  1 Wright  J-5, 

10  Curtiss  D-12,  Total,  48  engines. 

The  many  excellent  hunting  regions  within  reasonable  reach  of  this  vicinity 
combined  with  the  good  hunting  weather  this  year,  have  attracted  many  of  the 
Depot  personnel  from  time  to  time  this  season,  who  report  good  bags  of  deer, 
turkey,  quail  and  other  game. 

Maxwell  JField , Mo ntgomery,  Ala . , De c.  18th , 

During  the  month  of  November  numerous  visiting  planes  arrived  and  departed 
from  this  station. 

On  November  5th,  Col.  C.A.  Bach,  Corps.  Area  Inspector  General,  arrived  at 
Maxwell  for  the  annual  survey  and  inspection. 

General  Preston  Brown,  Commanding  General  of  the  1st  Corps  Area,  with  Lieut* 
Donald  Duke  as  pilot,  stopped  over  night  at  Maxwell  Field  early  in  November. 

November  9th  three  planes  from  Maxwell  Field,  piloted  by  Lieuts.  Jas.  G. 
Pratt,  J.W,  Persons  and  W.H.  McArthur,  departed  from  Jackson,  Miss.,  to  partici- 
pate in  the  opening  of  an  airport  there.  On  the  same  day  a- flight  of  three 
planes,  piloted  by  Lieuts.  Frank  Byerly,  Murray  C.  Woodbury  and  Reuben  Kyle, 

Jr.,  left  for  Greenville,  S.C.,  to  participate  in  similar  exercises. 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War  Robbins,  with  Capt.  Galloway  as  pilot,  landed 
at  this  station  on  November  llth,  departing  the  following  day  for  Hot  Spring, 

Ark. 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War  F.  Trubee  Davison,  General  James  Fechet,  Chief 
of  the  Air  Corps,  Major  John  Brooks  and  Lieut.  Lester  Maitland  stopped  over 
night  at  Maxwell  Field,  while  en  route  to  the  new  Attack  Wing  site.  They  went 
from  here  to  Shreveport,  Lai.  They  were  traveling  in  tri-motored  Fokker  mono- 
planes. 

Another  distinguished  visitor  to  Maxwell  Field  during  November  was  Col. 
Singleton,  of  presidio,  Cal.,  who  made  a short  stop  here  while  en  route  to 
Columbus,  Ga.,  where  he  had  been  called  on  account  of  the  illness  of  a relative. 
He  reached  here  by  train  and  was  ferried  the  rest  of  the  way  by  a plane  from 
Maxwell  Field. 

Major  Frank  M.  Kennedy,  from  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps, 
visited  Maxwell  Field,  November  16th. 

Capt.  Ira  C.  Eaker,  Pilot  and  Capt . Watson,  passenger,  arrived  on  the  1ft h 
in  a tri-motored  Fokker  plane,  departing  the  following  day  for  New  Orleans. 

Capts.  Eaker  sand  Watson  visited  Maxwell  Field  several  days  on  their  return  trip 
to  Washington  and  were  the  guests  of  the  Commanding  Officer. 

Lieut.  Byerly  departed  for  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  the  Transport  on  Nov.  24th, 
for  the  purpose  of  ferrying  metal  propellers  to  Fairfield  Air  Depot  for  period- 
ical etching.  On  the  same  day  Lieut.  Pratt  ferried  Col.  peter  J.  Brady  in  an 
02-H  to  New  Orleans,  La. 

During  November,  planes  from  this  field  participated  in  Infantry  Contact 
Missions  at  Fort  Benning,  Ga.,  Maneuvers  at  Fort  Earrancas,  Fla.  and  Tow  Target 
Missions  at  Fort  Benning,  Ga. 

<t 

France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  pec.  15th 

Recently  instructions  were  received  from  the  Chief  of  Materiel  Division  to 
return  Liberty  engines  with  four  overhauls.  In  a period  of  eight,  days  Mr. Sgt, 
Haney  and  a detail  of  nine  men,  prepared  for  shipment  and  shipped  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  engines.  We  think  this  is  fast  time  in  view  of  the  amount  of' 
work  required  to  get  these  engines  ready  for  shipment. 

1st  Sgt.  William  Calvert,  63rd  Service  Squadron,  left  on  the  December  14th 
boat  for  his  new  station  and  1st  Sgt.  Edward  B.  Fiedler  arrived  to  take  his 
place . , 

The  Annual  Target  Practice  for  the.  6th  Composite  Group  is  just  about  com- 
plete, the  7th  Observation  Squadron  having  two  or  three  more  officers  to  fire 
record  practice.  So  far,  Lieut.  Canfield  is  high  man  with  a score  of  1002. 
Thirteen  officers  of  the  24th  Pursuit  Squadron  fired,  and  all  of  them  qualified 
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as  experts,  the  highest  being  Lieut . Douglass  with  a score  of  1076.6.  The  25th 
bombardment  Squadron,  with  ten  officers  firing,  qualified  three  experts  and  five 
sharpshooters,  two  not  qualifying.  Capt  . Simonin  headed  the  pilots’  course  with 
a score  of  722.8  and  Lieut.  Harmon  headed  the  observers’  course  with  a score  of 
472.  This  organization  has  not  completed  its  bombing  practice  and,  from  all 
indications,  will  far  exceed  the  scores  made  last  year. 

1st  Lieuts.  Ward  F.  Robinson,  Donald  F.  Fritch  and  James  M.  FitzUaur ice 
Air  Corps,  arrived  at  this  station  for  a tour  of  foreign  service  and  were  as- 
signed to  the  25th  Bombardment  Squadron,  24th  pursuit  Squadron  and  7th  Observa- 
tion Squadron,  respectively. 

The  latest  news  is  that  France  Field  will  soon  have  the  long  waited  for 
consignment  of  12  0-2-H  airplanes  and  a C-2  Transport. 

March  Field,  Riverside,  Cal.,  Jan.  1,  1929 . 

Fifty-fourth  School  Squadron:  During  the  past  month,  two  officers  of  this  Sta- 
tion were  transferred  to  Letterman  General  Hospital,  presidio  of  San  Francisco. 
Cal.,  for  observation  and  treatment.  1st  Lieut.  Kenneth  Garrett  was  transferred 
to  the  Hospital  on  November  20th,  and  1st  Lieut.  George  E.  Rice  on  Dec.  8th. 

Headquarters,  15th  School  Group:  Chaplain  Charles  F.  Graeser,  U.S.Army, 
rejoined  from  leave  of  Absence,  November  11th. 

Capt.  Idwal  H.  Edwards,  Air  Corps,  has  been  on  Detached  Service,  Crissy 
Field,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  since  November  16,  1328. 

The  Squadron  Basketball  League  is  now  in  the  final  round  and,  as  usual,  is 
being  led  by  the  Fifty^third  and  Fifty-fourth  Squadrons. 

These  two  teams  are  in  a tie  for  first  place  after  having  won  the  game  frqt 
each  other.  As  things  stack  up  now  it  seems  that  neither  will  lose  another 
game  until  they  meet  again,  and  then  we  will  have  the  old  irresistible  force 
meeting  the  immovable  object.  At  any  rate,  a battle  royal  is  expected. 

Headquarters  and  the  Seventieth  Squadrons  are  fighting  it  out  for  third 
place,  with  Headquarters  having  an  edge  on  the  Seventieth. 

The  Forty-seventh  Squadron  to  date  has  lost  all  its  games,  being  very  un- 
fortunate in  not  having  basketball  material.  Their  team  has  been  more  or  less 
wrecked  by  the  "flu". 

Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  Dec.  15,  1928. 

Capt.  E.E.  Aldrin,  who  since  1919  has  been  associated  with  the  Materiel 
Division,  as  organizer,  secretary,  and  assistant  commandant  of  the  Air  Corps 
Engineering  School,  and  more  recently  as  Assistant  Executive  of  the  Division, 
left  on  November  12th  for  New  York  City,  where  he  is  to  be  manager  of  the 
Aeronautical  Department  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  Jersey.  His  address, 
26  Broadway,  is  fairly  pivotal,  and  Captain  Aldrin  hopes  to  see  many  of  his  old 
Army  associates,  who  find  their  way  to  the  big  city,  from  time  to  time. 

Lieut.  Donald  L.  Bruner,  who  was  in  charge  of  night  flying  equipment  devel- 
opment when  formerly  at  McCook  Field,  and  Lieut.  David  Lingle,  graduate  of  the 
Engineering  School,  are  slated  for  return  to  the  Division  at  the  expiration  of 
their  foreign  service  periods.  Bo  til  are  expected  to  report  by  the  new  year. 

The  new  quarters  of  the  Materiel  Division  will  be  strapge  to  them,  but  they  will 
f'ind  many  familiar  faces,  which  they  last  saw  at  the  old  stamping  ground,  to 
welcome  them. 

Lieuts.  James  C.  Cluck,  France  Field,  panama  Canal  Zone,  and  Herbert  f. 
Anderson,  Fort  Crockett,  Texas  will  report  for  duty  in  the  near  future  at  the 
'Materiel  Division. 

Among  the  many  visitors  to  come  to  Wright  Field  during  the  latter  part  of 
November,  was  Major  Georges  Thenault,  Air  Attache  of  the  French  Embassy,  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  and  former  commander  of  th&  Lafayette  lj?sc&dr£lle  of  World  War 
i ame . 

Middletown,  Pa. v Air  Depot,  January  5,  1929. 

The  Christmas  season  was  a rather  hectic  one  at  this  Depot,  and  all  con- 
cerned are  rather  glad  that  it  comes  but  once  a year.  Santa  Claus,  imperson- 
ated by  Lieut.  Wes  Zellner,  was  located  at  the  main  gate  under  a huge  electric-^ 
ally  lighted  tree.  All  children  under  seven  years  of  age  of  military  personnel 
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and  employees  were  presented  with  a gift  and  come  fruit.  Altogether,  175  pres- 
ents were  dispensed  toy^bhe  jovial  Saint,  and  upon  completion  of  the  ceremonies 
he  reported  his  arms  as  being  quite  tired  from  passing  out  packages  to  the  glee- 
ful children.  This  joy  was  made  possible  this  year  by  donations  from  the  Offi- 
cers of  the  Post,  the  Air  Depot  Golf  Club  and  the  Welfare  Association  of  the  T 
Post . 

During  the  month  four  airplanes  (one  Observation  and  three  Cargo) , also 
two  Curtiss  D-12  motors  were  given  major  overhaul  in  the  Engineering  Shoos. 
However,  the  engine  shops  also  dismantled  thirty  old  Liberty  engines  which  had 
been  on  survey,  reclaiming  the  serviceable  parts  for  stock. 

Lieut.  Harry  H.  Hills  journeyed  to  Chicago,  111.,  on  an  aoproved  cross- 
country flight,  December  4th,  returning  to  Middletown  via  Eairfield  on  Dec. 10th. 

Col.  Ira  E,  Travel  visited  the  home  station  over  the  Christmas  holidays 
but  was  ■’unable  to  stay  for  a very  lengthy  visit  due  to  the  fact  that  he  had  to 
hurry  back  to  Kelly  Pie Id  on  Jan.  1st. 

Six  experimental  type  lights  have  been  erected  on  the  flying  field  for  the 
purpose  of  a test  to  be  made  as  to  their  lighting  qualities.  At  the  present 
time  planes  are  being  equipped  for  this  test,  and  a report  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  Chief,  Materiel  Division,  as  soon  as  night  flying  can  be  accomplished. 

Prom  December  20th  to  the  end  of  the  year  things  were  exceptionally  dull, 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  Commanding  Officer  had  sent  a notice  to  all  fields  in 
the  control  axes,  stating  that  a skeleton  force  only  would  be  on  hand  until  the 
first  of  the  year.  Part  of  this  skeleton  force  were  busily  engaged  completing 
the  annual  physical  inventory.  The  Engineering  outfit  were  also  busily  engaged,, 
not  in  naking  airplanes  as  they  should  be,  but  in  going  over  machinery  and  equip- 
ment, and  putting  new  life  into  worn  out  machinery,  so  that  the  New  Year  can  be 
started  with  everything  in  tip  top  shape.  Consequently , there  was  practically 
no  flying  in  or  out  of  the  field  over  the  holiday  period,  and  no  frenzied  radios 
for  parts  for  rush  shipment. 

The  Middletown  ’'Aviators"  Basketball  Team  has  been  going  strong.  Under 
the  able  direction  of  Capt.  Wallace  the  team  has  succeeded  in  winning  five 
games  out  of  six  starts,  defeating  such  strong  teams  in  the  vicinity  as  the 
Brownstown  "Big  Pive  (two  games),  The  York  "White  Poses",  "St .Mary’s"  quintette 
of  McSherrystown,  and  the  Lancaster  "Moose",  Inquiries  have  been  mailed  out 
and  it  is  expected  that  next  month  we  will  be  able  to  play  the  leading  service 
teams,  including  Mitchel  Field,  Carlisle  Barracks,  the  Naval  Air  Sta.tion  at 
Anacostia  and  possibly  Langley  Field. 
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Inf  ormat  ion  Division  ..  , January  31 , 1029. : ' Munitions  Bai  Idling 

Air  Corns  ^ y • . Ti a shington,  D . C . 

The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on 
aeronautics  to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Array,  Preserve  Corps, 

Rational  Guard  and  others  connected  with -aviation. ; 

oOo — ,, . • 

• GROUND  OPERATIONS'  OR  "QUESTION  MARK”  REFUELING  FLIGHT 

A report  was  received  from  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  California,  detail- 
ing the  work  done  by  personnel  at  that  station  in  connection  with  the  refueling 
endurance  flight  of  the  Army  .Transport  -’’Question  Park". 

The  world  at  large  knows  what  the  crew  of  the  "Question  Mark"  accomolished , 
but  the  establishment  by  them  of  'this  astounding  record  for  heavier-than-air 
flight  would  not  have  been  possible  without  the  efficient  aid  of  the  men  com- 
prising the  ground  organisation.  "It  goes  without  saying  that  they  accomplished 
their  work  well.  .The  record  flight  offers  the  best  possible  nroof  of  thac  fact. 
These  men  stood  by  at  all  hours  of  the  night  and  day  with  a vigilance  that  ri- 
valled active  war  operations  on  an  enemy  front  line.  Nothing  was  left  undone 
to  provide  for  the  comfort,  wants  and  safety  of  the  men  who  were  circling  ip 
the  atmosphere  above  them. 

During  the  preparatory  stages,  the  flight  itself,  and  after  its  completion 
the  morale,  discipline,  efficiency  and  conduct  of  all  personnel  connected  there- 
with was  of  the  highest.  The  work  of  Captain  Hoyt,  Lieuts.  Strickland  and  Wood- 
ring  as  the  prew  of  one  refueling  plane,  and  of  Lieuts.  Moon,  Hopkins  and  loiter  * 
of  the  second  refueling  plane  cannot  be  too  highly  praised. 

The  work  of  Lieut.  Ray  G.  Harris,  Engineering  Officer  of  the  flight,  which 
extended  ever  the-  entire  preparations  for  and  during  the  period  of  the  flight, 
was  in  a large  -measure  responsible  for  the  completeness  and  perfection  of  all 
integral  parts  of  the.  plane  and  its  ability  to  perform  the  mission  assigned 
to  it.  Lieut.  Harris  exercised  complete  supervision  over  the  preparation  of 
the  "Question  Mark"  for  the  flight,  as  well  as  the  preparation  of  the  tw; 
refueling  planes. 

The  Middletown  Air  Depot  performed  praiseworthy  work  in  preparing  tie 
planes,  which  necessitated  extreme  accuracy  and  involved  long  hours  of  unre- 
mitting toil,  while  the  work  of  the  Engineering  Officer  of  Rockwell  Field  and 
his  department  left  nothing  to  be  desired. 

Others  who  extended  full  cooperation  and  contributed  materially  to  the 
success  of  the  flight,  were  Major  A.L.  Snaed,  Commanding  P-fficer  of  Rockwell 
Field;  Major  J.H.  Houghton,  Depot  Engineering  Officer;  Captain  H.M.  Elmendor:, 
Airdrome  Officer;  Major  W.S.  Woolf ord  and  Captain  J.M.  Stanley,  Medical  Corps, 
Flight  Surgeons  at  Rockwell  Field,  and  the  military  and  civilian  personnel  of 
Rockwell  Field. 

Before  quoting  the  Rockwell  Field  report,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  record 
here  some  statistical  data  bearing  on  the  record  flight,  so  as  to  present  sons 
idea  of  the  work  a flight  of  this  character  involved. 

The  "Question  Mark"  was  refueled  34  times  with  gasoline  and  on  eight  oc- 
casions with  oil.  In  these  34  contacts,  a total  of  5,760  gallons  of  gasoline 
coursed  through  the  flexible  hose  which  connected  the  fueling  ship  with  the 
"Question  Mark"  at  time  of  contact.  The  attempt  to  transfer  the  oil  through 
the  hose  met  with  failure  and,  whenever'  needed,  same  was  lowered  from  the  re- 
fueling ships  to  the  "Question  Mark"  in  five-gallon  cans.  In  IS  of  the  34 
refueling  contacts  for  gasoline,  170  gallons  were  transferred  and  in  four 
instances  270  gallons . Twice  270  gallons  were  transferred , twice  100  gallons, 
twice  110  gallons,  twice  50  gallons,  and  once  each  150,  160  and  250  gallons. 

Food  was  lowered  to  the  crew  of  the  endurance  plane  during  13  of  the  son- 
tacts,  also  water,  mail,  Heathernrep«yhts , toilet  articles,  batteries,  Very 
Pistol  cartridges,  etc.  The  duration  of  the  contacts  varied  from  five  to  12 
minutes,  most  of  them  involving  seven  to  eight  minutes. 

Of  the  42  refueling  contacts,  eight  were  performed  during  absolute  dark- 
ness.  Most  of  the  contacts,  27  to  be  exact,  were  made  while  the  "Question 
Mark"  was  flying  over  the  Metropolitan  Airport  at  Los  Angeles;  9 were  made 
over  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado;  five  over  El  Centro  in  the  Imperial  Valley  and 
one  over  Oceanside,  Calif.  'The  first  contact  was  made  over  the  Metropolitan 
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jvir-ponv  at  'd : 15~ ATMT,"  January  1st,  and  the  last  one  at  the  same  plane  at  1:60 
P.M.,  oa.nue.ry  7th. 

The  report  from  Rockwell  Field,  is  hereinafter  quoted  as  follows: 

"An  attempt  is  made  here  to  record  everything  of  importance  that  trans- 
pired on  the  ground  in  connection  with  the  flight  of  the  "Question  Mark’1.  The 
ground  crews1  objective  and  mission  was  to  expeditiously  fulfill  all  requests, 
from  the  "Question  Mark", 
practice  Refuelings: 

On  December  2Sth,  Refueling  Crew  ho.  1,  took  off  with  150  gals,  gas;  flow 
would  not  start  due  to  hose  being  coiled  above  gas  level. 

Refueling  Crew  ho . 1 took  off  with  30  gallons  oil  and  battery  in  container. 
Very  little  oil  transferred  due  to  poor  flow  and  level  of  hose.  Battery  could 
not  be  transferred  as  container  offered  too  much  area  to  slip  stream.  "Question. 
Mark"  dumped  gas  and  landed. 

Tests  on  Oil  Flow ; 

On  December  3Cth,  three  test  runs  were  made,  heating  the  oil  - and  it  was 
found  that  due  to  the  installation  of  the  tank  and  line, even  with  oil  heated 
at  115  C.,  the  flow  approximated  one  gallon  per  minute.  A five  gallon  can  of 

oil  was  lowered  by  the  handles  and  found  to  ride  steady. 

"Question  Mark"  left  for  Van  Nuys . March  Field  C-2  left  for  Van  buys 
with  newspaper  men  end  enlisted  men  for  station  at  the  Metropolitan  Airport. 

December  31st,  slings  were  made  at  Rockwell  Air  Depot  for  five  gallon 
oil  can  and  battery.  Oil  cans  were  obtained  from  the  Depot  Supply. 

This  same  date  "Ground  Headquarters"  were  established  at  Rockwell  Field, 
near  the  Post  Garage. 

Tests  man  from  Refueling  Crew  No.  1 were  made  as  follows: 

Oil  can  with  sling  lowered  O.K. 

Battery  with  sling  lowered  O.K. 

Rope  with  16f  lead  weight  O.K. 

Refueling  Crew  No.  2,  with  Lieuts.  Odas  Moon,  J.G.  Hookins,  A.^.  Solter 
and  civilian  mechanic,  Wm.Duthie,  took  off  from  Rockwell  Field  for  the  Metro- 
politan Airport.  They  were  forced  down,  however,  at  Oceanside,  Long  Beach  and 
Rogers  Airport.  These  forced  landings  were  attributed  to  ignition  trouble. 
Anticipating  further  trouble  Lieut.  Moon  phoned  for  a new  set  of  Liberty  heads 
and  these  were  rushed  to  the  Metropolitan  Airport  and  installed  upon  arrival. 

The  ship  was  then  flight  tested,  with  motor  functioning  perfectly. 

The  same  afternoon,  December  31,  1928,  Lieuos.  H.W.  Keefer  and  R.V. 
Williams,  took  off  in  two  "Blackboard"  PW-9  planes  for  the  Metropolitan  Airport. 
January  1,  1929: 

At  7:26:47  A.M.,  January  1,  1929,  the  "Question  Mark"  took  off  from  Metro- 
politan Airport,  Van  Nuys,  Calif.  Refueling  Crew  No.  2 made  contact  with  the 
"Question  Mark"  at  8:15  A.M.  and  transferred  100  gals,  of  gas,  and  the  "Question 
Mark"  departed  for  Rockwell  Field. 

At  10:10  A.M.  Lieut.  Moon  loaded  baggage  and  supplies  into  ship  and  immed- 
iately left  for  Imperial. 

At  10:25  A.M.  Refueling  Crew  No.  1 made  contact  with  "Question  Mark"  and 
transferred  250  gals.  gas.  Upon  return  of  Refueling  Crew  No.  2 a.  rope  was 
rigged  up  about  half  way  on  the  hose  to  assist  in  jockeying  a returning  to 
refueling  plane. 

12:05  P.M.  Blackboard  plane  flew  alongside  of  the  "Question  Mark"  with 
the  following  message; 

"Don't  forget  Rose  Bowl  and  don't  forget  drop  message." 

3:00  P.M.  "Blackboard"  plane  took  the  following  message  to  "Question  Mark" 

"Water  - 250  gals,  gas  coming  up." 

2:15  P.M.  the  "Question  Mark"  dropned  the  following  message; 

"7/e  need  oil  - water  - food  - gas  in  order  named. 

"We  will  remain  in  vicinity  of  Rockwell  until  5 PM. 

"Total  amount  of  gas  needed  450  gals. 

"Last  load  of  gas  to  be  as  close  to  5 PM  as  light  conditions  permit. 

"Be  prepared  to  refuel  us  on  call  tonight  - we  will  give  you  one 
hour’s  warning.  In  case  no  fuel  called  for  tonight  gas  will  be  required 
at  break  of  day  tomorrow.  Gjve  us  gas  in  that  case  before  anything  else. 
Notify  Moon  we  may  need  gas  at  dawn  if  foggy  at  Rockwell  and  consequently 
be  prepared.  Tell  both  Hoyt  and  Moon  to  slow  down  as  load  runs  out." 
Receipt  of  the  above  messages  was ^acknowledged  by  panel  signal. 
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2:20  P.M.  the  "Question  Mark*'  dropped  the  following  message; 

"Just  received  mesi$age  - water  and  250  gals,  gas  coming  up.  Send 
oil  immediately  after  transport  lands  and  made  3rd  trip  near  5 P.M.  for 
food  and  remainder  of  gas  (200  gals.). 

"We  will  remain  vicinity  Rockwell  .until  5 P.M.  We  need  oil  - water  - 
food  - ga.s  in  order  named.  Total  gas  requirements  450  gals.  - includes 
what  we  take  on  front  ship  now  in  air  - last  refueling  to  be  as  close  as 
5 PM  as  safe. 

"We  may  require  fuel  tonight  - if  so  will  give  you  Very  pistol  signal- 
if  now  fuel  taken  aboard  tonight  Moon  and  Hoyt  should  be  ready  at  crack 
of  dawn  and  give  us  gas  then  before  food,  water  or  oil." 

Receipt  of  above  messages  acknowledged  by  panel  signal. 

At  2:30  PM  Refueling  Crew  ho.  1 made  contact  and  transferred  150  gals,  gas 
to  "Question  Mark".  At  3 PM  same  crew  made  contact  and  transferred  35  gals  oil 
in  five  gallon  containers*  The  transfer  was  watched  with  great  interest  by  the 
ground  personnel,  as  it  was  the  first  time  oil  had  actually  been  transferred 
in  this  manner. 

3 PM  the  "Question  Mark  dropped  the  following  message: 

"We  only  got  150  gals,  and  rear  tank  overflowed. 

We  need  oil  then  two  more  trips  for  gas  of  200  gals.  each. 

Put  out  oanel  as  soon  as  you  understand," 

Receipt  of  message  acknowledged  by  panel  signal. 

Refueling  Crew  ho.  1 returned  and  plane  was  loaded  with  200  gals,  gas  - 
food  - messages.  Refueling  Crew  ho.  2 made  flight  test  at  Imperial  with  150 
gals,  gas  in  main  tank  and  70  gals,  gas  in  wing  tanks,  performance.  Refueling 
Crew  ho.  2 at  3:55  PM  again  made  flight  test  at  Imperial  with  220  gals,  gas  in 
main  tank  and  wing  tanks  full.  Got  off  with  good  margin  of  safety. 

At  4 PM  Refueling  Crew  ho  . 1 made  contact  with  the  "Question  Mark"  trans- 
ferring 200  gads,  gas,  dinner  and  the  following  message  to  the  "Question  Mark": 

"Will  be  standing  by  all  night  - try  to  drop  messages  nearer  line 
as  they  are  hard  to  follow  and  find. 

Received  three  messages  OK.  If  you  use  flares  don't  use  too  far  away  from 
horth  Island.  If  you  can,  give  us  your  approximate  schedule  for  tomorrow." 

4:40  PM  the "Question  Mark"  dropped  the  following  message: 

"We  will  need  200  gals,  at  midnight  tonight.  Cannot  take  any  more 
this  afternoon  - acknowledge  by  panel." 

"We  cannot  maintain  altitude  with  additional  200  gals.  Will  require 
refueling  at  midnight  tonight  - acknowledge  by  panel  signals." 

Receipt  of  above  messages  were  acknowledged  by  panel  signals,  and 
the  following  message  by  "Blackboard"  planes; 

"Message  received  - ready  at  midnight." 

The  "Question  Mark"  rounded  the  pylon  at  Metropolitan  Airport  7:20  PM 
and  flood  lights  were  turned  on  as  soon  as  the  ship  was  heard  and  kept  on  until 
it  left  for  Rockwell  Field.  A strong  north  wind  had  been  blowing  all  day  but 
began  to  die  out  during  the  night,  otherwise,  the  weather  was  good.  Navy  flood 
lights  operated  by  Army  personnel  were  turned  on  whenever  "Question  Mark"  came 
over  Rockwell  Field,  At  11; 50  PM  Refueling  Crew  No . 1 took  off  with  220  gals, 
gas  for  the  first  attempt  at  an  actual  night  refueling. 

January  2,  1929: 

Shortly  after  midnight  the  "Question  Mark"  fired  one  green  flare,  follow- 
ed by  another  flare.  Refueling  Crew  Ho.  1 made  contact  almost  immediately  with 
the  "Question  Mark"  and  transferred  220  gals,  of  gas  with  difficulty.  Refuel- 
ing crew  on  landing  stated  that  the  transfer  was  easier  than  in  the  day  time, 
due  to  the  smooth  air,  but  asked  that  the  "Question  Mark  be  requested  to  play 
a flashlight  on  the  hose  to  facilitate  jockeying  the  same. 

At  8:40  AM  the  "Question  Mark"  requested  that  Lieut.  Moon  and  his  crew 
and  C-l  leave  Imperial  and  go  to  Metropolitan  Airport,  as  they  doubted  advis- 
ability of  crossing  the  mountains  at  night,  not  being  able  to  get  enough  alti~ 
tude . Lieut.  Moon  was  advised  accordingly  and  Refueling  Crew  Ho.  2 cleared 
Imperial  with  all  ground  personnel,  refueling  ship  and  blackboard  plane  for 
Metropolitan, 

At  5:25  PM  the  "Question  Mark"  dropped  two  red  flares.  Landing  lights 
were  turned  on  as  it  was  dusk,  ground  crew  could  not  determine  whether  "Questior 
Mark"  wanted  landing  lights  (signal  for  which  was  one  red  flare  at  night)  or 
whether  the  ''Question  Mark"  was  dropping  a message  (signal  for  which  was  one 
red  flare  in  daytime) . "Question  Mark"  departed  for  Metropolitan  Airport  im~ 
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mediately  thereafter. 

At  0:25  PM  Rockwell  Field  was  entirely  blanketed  with  fcg.  The  Metropoli- 
tan Airport,  was  notified  by  telephone  and  instr- rated  to  pat  out  red  ground  flares 
as  soon  as  the  "Question  Mark"  arrived  there.  Several  minutes  later  the  "Ques- 
tion Mark"  was  heard  over  Rockwell  Field  above  the  fcg;  plane  circled  the  field 
once  and  left  in  direction  of  Metropolitan  Airport. 

January  3,  1929: 

Shortly  after  midnight  Refueling  Crew  No . 2 took  off  and  alternated  to 
make  contact  but  upon  getting  in  position  for  contact  "Question  Mark"  oulled 
away.  Lieut.  Hankins  reported  that  the  "Question  Mark"  carried  no  lights  at 
all,  that  the  air  was  very  rough,  and  that  when  he  had  the  hose  out  its  entire 
length  he  could  not  see  the  "Question  Mark"  at  all,  and  Refueling  Crew  returned 
without  transferring  gas. 

Captain  Elmendorf  who  was  then  at  Rockwell  Field  received  a telephone  call 
fr<sm  the  Metropolitan  Airport  to  the  effect  that  "Question  Mark"  was  having 
difficulty  getting  gasoline.  Inasmuch  as  the  fog  covering  Rockwell  Field  had 
raised  slightly,  Captain  Flmendorf  took  off  in  a PW-9  to  reconnoiter  the  weather 
conditions  to  see  if  refueling  at  Rockwell  Field  was  possible.  It  was  found 
that  the  fog  then  extended  only  as  far  south  as  the  southern  edge  of  San  Diego 
Bay  and  that  refueling  wak  possible  above  the  fcg.  The  "Question  Mark"  was  ad- 
vised accordingly,  and  white  flares  displayed  at  Metropolitan  Airport  showing 
Rockwell  Field  clear.  However,  "Question  Mark"  continued' to  Circle  San  Fernando 
Valley  and  lights  were  kept  at  Metropolitan  Airport  for  the  remainder  of  the 
night.  At  about  9:30  AM  a heavy  fog  covered  the  San  Fernando  Valley  and  re- 
mained throughout  the  day,  so  the  "Question  Mark"  departed  for  Rockwell  Field. 

One  of  the  important  messages  received  from  the  "Question  Mark"  was  to  the 
effect  that  at  11:40  AM  to  get  some  gas  up  as  quickly  as  possible,  as  they  had 
less  than  an  hour's  supply,  also  requesting  they  be  kept  advised  as  to  the 
weather  at at he  Metropolitan  Airport.  A new  battery  for  the  plane,  and  for  all 
flashlights,  also  package  Very  pifetol  cartridge  of  each  color  were  desired. 

Shortly  after  noon  the  same  day  the  "Question  Mark"  advised  that  they  were 
afraid  of  weather  closing  in  at  Rockwell  and  Metropolitan  and  requested  a re- 
fuel operation  be  made  over  Rational  City,  and  then  decided  to  go  on  to  Imperial. 

Refueling  Crew  Ro  . 1 took  off  for  Imperial  to  acccmoany  the  "Question  Mark" 
and  shortly  thereafter  three  02S  from  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron,  a Govern- 
ment Dodge  car  and  private  cars  of  Mr.Sgt.  Re  is wander  and  Staff  Sgt . Lester  were 
pressed  into  service  tc  transfer  necessary  personnel  and  supplies  to  Imperial 
to  establish  a base  at  that  point.  Captain  Elmendorf  and  Lieut.  Roth  proceeded 
to  Imperial  in  PW-9Ds.  A high  ground  wind  at  the  Imperial  Airport  made  it  dif- 
ficult for  the  "Question  Mark"  crew  to  drop  their  messages  accurately  from  the 
altitude  at  which  they  were  flying. 

January  4,  1929: 

"Question  Mark"  advised  at  6:46  AM  they  would  return  to  the  vicinity  of 
Rockwell  Field.  However,  after  returning  to  Metropolitan  Airport  "Question 
Mark"  stated  the  gas  lines  from  the  wing,  tanks  were  leaking  inside  the  fuselage 
at  the  valves,  and  requested  some  red  lead.  Contact  was  made  shortly  thereafter 
with  the  "Question  Mark"  transferring  red  lead,  soap  and  shellac  for  fixing 
gasoline  tank.  At  9:40  PM  that  evening  stated  they  had  some  missing  cylinders, 
could  not  tell  how  many,  "but  can  only  take  cn  .100  gals,  at  a time,  avery  two 
hours  9-11-1-3-5,,  and  further  stated  might  be  able  to  limp  through  uictil  morn- 
ing and  replace  plugs  but  unable  to  do  anything  tonight . 

• January  6,  1929: 

On  making  contact  with  the  "Question  Mark"  at  1:00  AM,  after  transferring 
110  gals,  gas,  upon  pulling  in  the  hose  a message  was  found  tied  to  the  end  of 
the  hose  advising  no  more  gas  needed  until  daylight  unless  Very  pistol  signal 
given. 

At  10:16  AM  "Question  Mark"  advised  motors  laboring  heavily.  Last  night 
a number  of  plugs  fouled  but  by  opening  up  throttle  they  cleared  themselves. 
However,  the  strain  on  the  motors  must  have  been  heavy.  "Question  M«rk"  further 
stated  they  may  land  today,  tonight,  tomorrow,  etc.,  and  at  this  writing  it 
seems  it  is  just  a.  question  of  hours. 

January  7,  1929: 

10:00  AM  contact  was  made  with  the  "Question  Mark"  after  being  in  contact 
for  about  six  minutes,  during  which  time  about  100  gals,  gas  were  transferred 
contact  was  broken  due  to  rough  air.  Contact  was  again  established  but  gasoline 
level  was  too  low  to  start  flow  succe ssf ully . Contact  was  again  made  several 
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hours  later  but  "Question  Mark"  broke  contact  after  taking  but  50  gals.  ga:s 
and  waved  refueling  plane  away.  Then  request  was  made  to  send  up  50  gals,  gas 
hourly  until  forced  to  land  as  the  left  motor  was  acting  badly.  At  2 PM  the 
"Question  Mark"  seemed^to ' be r.losing  Altitude  , and  was  seen  from  the  ground  to 
be  dumping  gasoline.  At  this  time,  by  the  use  of  field  glasses,  it  could  be 
seen  that  the  propeller  of ' the  left  motor  was  dead.  The  "QdSsilon  Mark"  con- 
tinued to  lose  altitude  in  the  southern  extremety  of  the  field. 

At  2:07:01  PM  after  a beautiful  glide,  the  wheels  of  the  "Question  Mark" 
again  touched  the  earth  in  a perfect  landing  after  completing  a to'tal  of  150 
hours,  40  minutes,  14  seconds  continuous  sustained  flight. 

Attached  is  a table  of  contents  showing  the  number  of  contacts  in  the- 
order  made,  giving  time,  place,  crew  and  other  pertinent  data.  The  time  of 
contact,  the  duration  of  minutes,  and  the  number  of  gallons  of  gasoline-  trans- 
ferred are  all  approximate,  but  any  variation  is  negligible.  In  each  case  of 
gasoline  contact,  20  gallons  extra  were  loaded  for  wastage  and  the  amount  of 
gas  remaining  in  tanks  at  end  of  contact  measured. 

The  following  high  points  noted  during  the  refueling  flight  are  given  as 
they  apoear  to  the  ground  personnel,  and  are  recorded  as  difficulties  which 
could  be  possibly  avoided  in  future  refueling  flights. 

Adaptability : The  one  thing  which  stood  cut  above  all  others  was  the 
adantability  of  the  refueling  scheme  used,  i.e.,  use  of  a large  transport  with 
a hole  cut  in  the  bottom  as  a mother  ship  and  the  ships  to  be  refueled  flying 
directly  underneath  this  opening. 

Transferring  of  practically  any  type  of  supplies  from  one  plane  to  the 
other.  This  was  especially  evident  after  the  failure  of  the  oil  system  cn  the 
C-ls  to  properly  deliver  oil  and  the  change  at  the  last  minute  to  lower  oil 
in  five  gallon  containers. 

It  appeared  from  reports  of  the  refueling  crew  of  each  ship,  that  a better 
system  of  lowering  the  hose  for  gasoline  and  oil  could  be  devised.  The  hose 
used  required  a large  amount  of  physical  exertion  and  was  very  tiring  to  the 
personnel  in  the  Gels;  the  second  place  the  flow  of  gasoline  was  not  as  fast  as 
could  be  expected.  It  took  considerable,  time  to  start  the  flow  and  did  not 
start  effectively  unless  there  was  a very  good  head  in  the  tank.  Some  system 
of  using  a small  hose  with  the  gas  under  pressure  appears  feasible. 

The  transfer  of  oil  could  undoubtedly  be  made  quickly  through  a hose  of 
rather  small  diameter  in  case  the  oil  in  the  tank  is  placed  under  slight 
pre  ssure . 

It  also  anpears  that  the  extra  weight  of  a generator  to  be  used  in  keep- 
ing storage  battery  charged  and' for  radio  communication  would  be  of  a logical 
step.  In  case  batteries  should  be  transferred  it  would  appear  better  to  use 
a two  six  volt  batteries  for  the  transfer  instead  of  one  t we lve-v^lt . 

It  was  apparent  from  the  beginning  that  the  success  of  the  operation  must 
necessarily  depend,  in  a very  large  degree,  upon  the  efficiency  of  ground  organ 
ization.  With  this  end  in  view,  Captan  H.M.  Elmendorf,  Air  Corps,  was  olaced 
in  command  of  all  Ground  Operations. 

Practically  the  entire  personnel  of  Rockwell  Field  was  made  available  for 
assignment  to  this  G-round  Organization.  The  accomoanying  list  marked  enclosure 
No.  2,  sets  out  in  detail  the  duties  of  each  individual  connected  with  this 
flight.  Attached  also  copies  of  Refueling  Operations  Orders,  Nos.  1 and  2, 
and  newspaper  clippings. 


LIST 


:NC-  OFFICERS  AND  ENLISTED  PERSONNEL  CONNECTED 


Name  and  Rank 


WLjlH  GROUND  OPERATIONS  OF  REFUELING-  PROJECT 

Duties 


Cant.  H.H.  Elraendorff 
1st  Lt . Odas  Moon 
1st  Lt . A.C.  Strickland 
2nd  Lt . I. A.  Woodring 
2nd  Lt . J.G-.  Hopkins' 
2nd  Lt . A.F.  Solter 
1st  Lt . C.P.  Kane 
2nd  Lt . F.W.  Ott 
2nd  Lt . J.S.  Stowell 
2nd  Lt . R.V.  Williams 
2nd  Lt . H.W.  Keefer 
1st  Lt . A.F.  Roth 
2nd  Lt.  N.H.  Ives 


Officer  in  Charge  Ground  Operations 
Pilot  Refueling  Crew  No . 2 
Crew  RC  No . 1 


Press  Relations  and  Recording  Officer 
Rep.  N.A.A.  - Recording  Officer 
Recording  Officer  Metro.  Airport 
Pilot  Blackboard  Plane 

tf  « if 

it  it  ti 
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Name  and.  Rank-  (Cont.)  ' Ifitic  s _____ 

Ca.pt . E.C..  Black  Night  Airdrome  Officer 

2nd  Lt.  K.J.  Gr-egg  » » " 

1st  Lt,.  R.H.  - Clark  " " " 

1st  Lt . B.R.  Dallas  " " " 

1st  Lt ..  E.M.  Robbins  Supply  Officer 

2nd  Lt . W.C.  Kingsbury  Kerry  Pilot 

2nd  ^t . H.C.  Lichtenberger  : " " 

2nd  Lt . .R.Jf.  -Stewart  n ” 

2nd  Lt . H.R . Baxter  . 11  11 


Mr.  Wm,.  H.  Duthie  ■ Crew  Chief  PC  No.  2 

Mr.  Joseph  Schott  • Ground  Crew  PC  No . 2 


Mr . Sgt . Neiswander 

11  " Adams 

Stf.Sgt.  Medcalf 
11  " Oliver 

" " Lester 

Sgt . Olson 
" A.L.  Hammer 


n 

ti 

it 

ii 

n 

ii 

it 

Cpl  . 

it 

ii 

ii 

ti 

it 

ii 

Pvt . 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

it 

ti 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 


E . W . Roy 
Lee  White 
Peter  Berg 
Charbough 
Ered  Chance 
M.E.  Smith 
A.J.  Dominick  ■ 
Joe  Beta 
C.A.  Davis 
A.S.  Bertenshaw 
Edgar  Moody 
E.  Hilton 
Wade  Ditmore 
Lee  Kreitz 
Im.H.  Palmer 
•J  .R  .Adams 
Sterling  White 
John  Bouzek 
J. L ..  Neiwich 
R.O.  Peone 
J.H.  Smith 
L . J . Jun 
T . S . Adams 
C.L.  Hobbs 
A . B.  Congrove 
C.A.  Decker 
Elmer  Brown 
W.L.  Ereeman 
Ross  Peck 
J.W.  Ho  Howell 


Sgt.  Jos.  Montanna 


Line  Chief 

Charge  PW-9Ds  - Rockwell 
. : Hose  Detail  " 

Crew  Chief  RF  No  . 1 - Rockwell 
Charge  Oil  Heating  - Rockwell 
Charge  loading  crew 
Landing  Crew’ 
it  ii 

Asst.  Crew  Chief  RC  No . 1 
Oil  Detail 

Charge  food,  water,  batteries 
Ground  crew  RC  No.  2. 

Lookout,  Metro .Airport  Crew  PW-9Ds. 
Gas  tank  operator. 

Loading  Crew 
ii  ii 

Lookout  & crew  pW-9Ds , Me tro -Airport 
n ii  n it  it 

PW-9Ds  crew  - Rockwell 
Hose  Detail  - Rockwell 
Telephone  orderly  - Rockwell 
Loading  Crew 
Oil  Crew 
Truck  Driver 

Lookout  and  Crew  PW-9Ds  Metro  .Airport- 
Dodge  driver 
Gas  truck  operator 
Night  crew  p'w-9D  - Rockwell 
ii  ii  it  ii 

ii  ii  ii  it 

ii  ii  it  ii 

Cleaning  C-l  Detail 
Messenger  at  Rockwell 

" 11  and  guard 

Telephone  orderly 

Asst,  to  Mr.  Adamson,  Press  Relations 
Guard  and  Orderly; 

Ground  Crew  RC  No . 2. 

oOo 

COMMERCIAL  AVIATION  IN  COSTA  RICA 


Lieut.  Donald  E.  Duke,  whose  regular  station  is  the  Boston,  Mass.  Airport, 
recently  arrived  at  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  with  the  Loening  Amphibian 
cabin  plane  to  be  used  in  connection  with  the  mail  and  -passenger  service  con- 
ducted by  the  Pan  American  Airways  in  Costa  Rica.  Immediately  upon  his 
arrival,  a crew  was  assigned  the  job  of  uncrating  and  assembling  the  plane.  The 
plane  was  assembled  and  tested  on  December  27th,  and  Lieut.  Duke  took  off  for 
San  Jose  on  the  following  day. 
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FRANCE  FIELD  AIRMEN  PAY  VISIT.  TO  COSTA  RICA 
By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 

A flight  from  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  to  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica,  was 
made  by  members  of  the  field  between  the  dates  of  December  29th  and  Jamary  1st. 

On  December  29th  a flight,  of  15  airplanes,  consisting  of  three  bombers,  six 
observation  type  and  six  pursuit  planes,  left  France  Field  enroute  to  San  Jose, 
Costa  Rica.  The  flight  consisted  of  the  following  officers  and  enlisted  men: 

Lieut  .-Colonel  A .5-'.  Fisher,  Major  R.D..  Prescott,  Captains  A.?.  Sullivan,  Amin  F. 
Herold,  Saraoel  C.  Skerrro,  1st  Lieut s . Orin  J.  Bushey , Clarence  H.  Welch,  Robert  T. 
Cronau,  Richard  K.  LeDrou,  David  R,  Stinson,  Rufus  3 . Davidson,  Joseph?.  Bailey, 
Harrison  G.  Crocker,  Henry  F.  Sessions,  Charles  G»  Howard,  Don  W.  Mayhue , Robert 
3.  Williams,  James  M.  Fitznaurice,  diaries  G.  Pearcy,  2nd  Licuts.  John  N.  Jones, 
Frank  K.  Park,  Staff  Sergeants  John  Chowan ie c , Harrison  Stack,  Raymond  Lutz, 

George  W.  Edwards,  Oliver  3.  King,  Sergeants  Milton  H.  Hawkins  and  William  B. 
Wright.  It  was  planned  to  take  Major  Carlyle  H,  Wash,  but  just  prior  to  the  trip 
he  was  seized  with  a violent  attack  of  rheumatism  which  prevented  his  going.  This 
enabled  Lieut.  Donald  F.  Fritch  to  be  a member  of  the  flight. 

The  flight  took  off  in  the  following  order;  Pursuit,  Observation  and  Bombard- 
ment. The  Bombardment , having  sufficient  gas  capacity  to  rake  the  entire  trip  to 
San  Jose  without  stopping,  was  directed  to  pass  over  the  flying  field  at  David 
where  the  other  planes  were  calling  for  gasoline,  and  unless  we  waved  them  down 
by  reason  of  bad  weather  forecast,  they  were  authorized  to  proceed  on  the  trip. 

The  Pursuit  and  Observation  planes  arrived  at  David  at  8:35  a.m. , after  a flight 
of  two  hours  and  ten  minutes.  Weather  reports  from  San  Jose  and  punt arenas  were 
delivered  on  the  field,  and  a.s  these  were  favorable  the  bombardment  planes  were 
allowed  to  continue  on  their  way  when  they  passed  over  the  field  at  9:45.  All 
planes  were  off  again  from  David  by  10:30  a.m.  The  Pursuit  planes,  cutting 
across  the  mountains,  were  the  first  in  at  San  Jose,  arriving  there  after  a 
flight  of  one  hour  and  50  minutes  from  David.  Immediately  following  them,  the 
bombardment  planes  landed,  and  by  the  time  they  had  taxied  out  of  the  way,  our 
new  observation  ships , the  02-H1 s (of  which  we  took  a flight  of  three)  were 
coming  in  to  land.  Following  them,  the  DH’s  landed,  all  ships  being  on  the 
ground  by  1:00  p.m.  The  time  consumed  by  the  observation  type  was  four  hours 
and  ten  minutes  actual  flying  tine,  and  by  the  pursuit  type  three  hours  and 
thirty  minutes  actual  flying  time. 

The  altitude  of  the  field  and  City  of  San  Jose  is  about  4,000  feet.  The 
field  is  surrounded  by  trees  and  high  tension  lines  on  three  sides  and  wireless 
towers  on  the  fourth  side.  The  thin  air  and  the  many  obstacles  make  it  a rather 
tricky  field  in  which  to  land.  The  planes  came  in  safely,  however,  except  the 
last  DH,  which  struck  a rough  spot  on  the  field  and  broke  a tail  skid.  In  going; 
over  this  plane  immediately  after  landing,  wo  discovered  that,  in  addition,  there 
was  a crack  in  the  housing  of  its  left  cam  shaft  assembly,  so  a radiogram  was  im- 
mediately sent  to  the  Commanding  Officer,  France  Field,  requesting  that  these  two 
parts  be  sent  up  as  soon  as  possible,  suggesting  the  use  of  two  -PW*  s for  that 
purpose.  Early  next  morning  we  received  a radiogram  that  these  two  ?Ws  were  on 
the  way,  piloted  by  Lieut s.  Pardee  Martin  and  Hugh  C.  Downey,  By  one  o’clock 
they  were  on  the  field,  and  by  4:00  p.m.  the  DH  was  as  good  as  new. 

The  country  between  David  and  San  Jose  is  wild,  and  apparently  for  the  most 
part  uninhabited.  Part  of  the  time  we  were  passing  over  mountain  ranges  as  high 
as  6,000  feet  in  altitude.  At  other  times  we  skirted  the  edges  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  A great  difference  was  noted  between  the  Atlantic,  which  we  had  left 
early  in  the  morning,  and  the  pacific.  The  Atlantic  at  this  time  of  the  year  is 
very  rough  with  heavy  swells,  while  the  Pacific  was  as  peaceful  and  calm  as  any 
inland  lake.  Hardly  a ripple  could  be  noticed  along  the  shore. 

¥e  were  met  at  the  field  in  Costa  Rica  by  the  U.S . Minister  to  Costa  Rica, 

Mr.  Roy  T.  Davis;  President  Cleto  Gonzales  Viquez  of  Co at a Rica  and  his  Cabinet ; 
and  practically  the  entire  population  of  the  city,  which  is  said  to  be  around 
50,000.  We  were  then  taken  in  charge  by  different  members  of  the -president ' s 
official  family  and  extended  every  courtesy  that  could  be  thought  of.  This  con- 
tinued throughout  our  entire  stay. 

A certain  amount  of  courtesy  mail  was  taken  up  by  our  flight  - one  bag  to 
his  Brittanic  Majesty's  Minister  to  Costa  Rica,  and  a bag  to  the  United  States 
Minister  to  Costa  Rica,  Mr.  Davis . 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  all  officers  were  received  by  the  United  States 
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Minister  and  later  by  the  President  of  Costa  Eica  and  his  Cabinet.  That  same 
evening  a dinner  was  given  by  the  President  to  all  the  members  of  the  flight  at 
the  Union  Club. 

Immediately  after  the  reception  by  the  President  on  the  morning  of  the 
30th,  the  entire  party  proceeded  to  the  flying  field.  In  the  meanwhile,  Lieut. 
Lake  had  arrived  with  the  Pan-American  Airways  Amphibian,  and  had  made  a success- 
ful landing  on  the  field.  Three  pursuit  ships  were  sent  up  under  Pilots  LeLrou, 
Uilliams  and  Pearcy , who  did  some  formation  flying  and  other  maneuvers.  The 
Costa  Eicans  had  never  seen  anything  like  this  before , and  all  were  highly  en- 
thused. After  about  15  minutes’  flying,  the  pursuit  ships  landed  and  the 
President  and  six  members  of  the  Cabinet  were  given  rides  in  L3-5's.  This  was 
the  President's  first  trip,  and  he  was  flown  over  his  birthplace  and  the  sur- 
rounding towns,  getting  a flight  of  about  one  hour.  While  this  flight  was  in 
the  air,  Lieut.  Duke  with  the  amphibian  attempted  to  take  off.  He  had  loaded 
the  ship  with  a full  supply  of  gasoline,  all  the  outgoing  mail  and  three  pas- 
sengers. On  his  first  attempt  he  was  not  able  to  get  out,  of  the  field,  so  he 
returned  to  the  starting  point,  unloaded  one  of  the  passengers  and  some  of  the 
mail  and  again  took  off.  3y  reason  of  the  heavy  load  he  was  unable  to  clear 
the  royal  palm  trees  at  the  far  end  of  the  field  and  was  consequently  compelled 
to  cut  his  ignition  and  let  the  plane  drop,  this  to  save  life.  The  plane  was 
completely  wrecked,  although  no  one  was  hurt. 

following  luncheon,  we  attended  one  of  the  bull-baiting  affairs.  This  is 
very  different  from  the  ordinary  bullfight  of  Spanish  and  Mexican  custom.  If  is 
held  in  a large  arena  and  the  "fight11  is  somewhat  as  follows: 

Several  hundred  of  the  natives,  buoyed  up  by  holiday  spirits  (and  in  numer- 
ous cases  other  spirits)  enter  the  ring.  They  wear  no  uniforms  of  any  sort  and 
carry  no  wjeapons . When  the  crowd  in  the  arena  is  sufficiently  large,  the  "bull" 
(an  ox  Width  sawed-off  horns  and  a belt  of  tacks  around  his  middle  to  lend  him  . 
pep)  is  admitted,  after  which -a  general  scattering  occurs.  The  point  of  the 
game  is  to  see  who  can  let  the  bull  come  closest  to  him  and  not  get  hurt.  The 
bull  gallops  madly  around  the  ring,  knocking  over  an  occasional  unfortunate  who 
has  slightly  misjudged  his  distance.  As -a  rule,  however,  a -path  forms  through 
the  crowd  as  if  by  magic  as  the  animal  approaches. 

Occasionally  a particularly  ambitious  bull  is  admitted,  after  which  a gen- 
eral fence  climbing  takes  place.  The  fence  being  inadequate  for  everybody,  the 
rest  attempt  to  hide  behind  the  few  poles  scattered  around  the  arena.  These, 
too,  are  insufficient,  and  the  lines  behind  them  are  sometimes  twelve  to  fifteen 
men  in  depth.  These  lines  swing  around  the  pole  like  the  hands  of  a clock  as 
the  bull  approaches.  If  the  men  on  the  end  of  the  line  are  too  slowr,  the  bull 
occasionally  nips  a few  of  them  off  as  he  passes.  In  addition  to  the  amusement 
furnished  by  this  " bull- dodging , " there  are  usually  several  little  individual 
fights  going  on  in  different  parts  of  the  arena  which  are  subject  to  immediate 
postponement  if  the  "bull"  comes  too  close.  During  the  course  of  the  afternoon 
about  five  or  six  buhls  are  admitted.  TThen  one  tires  out,  he  is  retired  and  a 
fresh  one  brought  on.  The  whole  performance  lasts  about  two -and- a- half  hours, 
which  pass  very  quickly. 

One  the  morning  of  the  31st  we  again  had  some  flying  by  the  same  three 
pursuit  pilots.  After  this  we  were  taken  for  an  automobile  ride  to  Carta go, 
about  twelve  miles  away,  where  we  called  on  a former  president  of  Costa  Eica. 
That  night  we  were  guests  again  of  the  Government  at  a grand  ball  given  to  see 
the  old  year  out  and  the  new  year  in. 

All  planes,  except  one  02-H,  were  off  by  9:00  a.m.  on  the  morning  of  Jan. 
1st,  and  all  except  two  pursuit  planes  were  in  David  by  12:00  noon.  Having 
sufficient  gas,  Lieuts.  Williams  and  LeBrou  did  not  stop  but  proceeded  directly 
to  France  Field. 

One  02-H,  which  had  taken  Lieut.  Duke  to  Port  Limon  on  the  morning  of  his 
accident,  landed  on  the  beach  at  port  Limon  and  taxied  over  a soft  spot,  went 
over  on  its  nose,  bending  its  propeller  tips.  It  was  found  impracticable  to 
straighten  them  at  this  place,  so  the  flight  came  home  without  this  ship,  oi 
which  Lieut.  Frank  K.  Park  was  the  pilot.  Upon  our  arrival  at  France  Field  a 
propeller  and  a mechanic  were  taken  to  port  Limon  by  a United  Fruit  boat . The 
mechanic  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  third,  changed  the  propeller  at  once,  and 
Lieut.  Park  with  his  02-H  was  at  France  Field  again  by  four  o'clock  that  after- 
noon. 

It  is  believed  that  this  trip  has  done  a great  deal  of  good  in  the  way  of 

- 29  - V-5859 , A . C . 


promoting  friendly  relations  'between  Costa  Rica  and  the  United  States.  We  were 
informed  by  a number  of  Americans  up  there  that  there  had  been  a decided  change, 
in  tone  within  the  twenty-four  hours  following  our  arrival  in  Costa  Rica.  There 
had  never  been  more  than  two  or  three  ships  in  San  Jose  before  at  one  time  and 
it  appeared  indeed,  as  the  president  expressed  it,  "a  great  day  in  the  history 
of  Costa  Rica. " 

Prom  the  point  of  cross-country  training,  the  trip  was  a complete  success. 
Seventeen  planes  made  the  round  trip  without  serious  difficulty.  Only  two  offi- 
cers of  this  command  had  flown  farther  north  than  David,  R.  de  P. , and,  there- 
fore, this  trip  afforded  an  excellent  opportunity  for  almost  half  of  the  flying 
personnel  stationed  here  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  air  route  between 
David  and  San  Jose,  as  well  as  the  possibilities  of  landing  in  this  new  country. 

0O0 

LIEUT.  EHT  TO  RECEIVE  THE  " CHEHEY  AWARD." 

Performing  an  act  of  valor  and  self  sacrifice  which  the  Cheney  Award  Board 
stated  to  be  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation,  2nd  Lieut.  Uzal  G.  Ent , Air 
Corps,  was  designated  to  receive  the  Cheney  Award  for  the  year  1928.  As  a re- 
sult of  this  recommendation  of  the  3oard,  which  consisted  of  Brigadier-General 
Benjamin  D.  Poulols , Assistant  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps;  Major  L.W.  McIntosh, 
Executive,  and  Major  Ira  Longanecker,  Chief  of  the  Information  Division,  and  the 
approval  of  Major-General  James  E.  Rochet , Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Lieut.  Ent 
is  to  receive  a cash  award  of  $500,  a bronze  plaque  with  his  name  engraved 
thereon,  and  an  engraved  Certificate  of  Award. 

The  conduct  of  Lieut.  Ent,  which  the  Board  was  unanimous  in  characterizing 
as  tho  most  outstanding  and  meritorious  act  performed  by  an  individual  eligible 
for  consideration  for  the  Cheney  Award,  was  displayed  by  him  during  tho  Rational 
Elimination  Balloon  Race  which  started  from  Bettis  Pield,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  on 
May  30,  1928.  As ■ aide  to  Lieut.  Paul  Evert,  Air  Corps,  pilot  of  the  Air  Corps 
entry  in  the  Race,  Lieut.  Ent  evidenced  courage,  daring  and  heroism  which  re- 
flected great  credit  not  only  upon  himself  but  upon  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

Shortly  following  the  start  of  the  Race,  and  while  at  an  approximate  alti- 
tude of  1200  feet  over  Youngwood,  Pa. , a severe  electrical  storm  was  encounter- 
ed by  the  aeronauts.  The  balloon  was  either  struck  by  lightning  or  received  a 
heavy  charge  of  electricity,  as  a result  of  which  Lieut.  Evert  was  instantly 
killed,  the  balloon  set  on  fire  and  Lieut.  Ent  shocked  to  such  an  extent  that 
his  left  leg  and  right  arm  were  momentarily  paralyzed.  After  he  managed  to 
struggle  to  his  feet,  he  endeavored  to  revive  his  companion,  but  his  efforts 
proved  ineffective.  He  felt  the  pulse  of  the  unconscious  airman  and  thought  at 
the  time  that  he  was  alive.  Meanwhile  the  burning  balloon  was  descending  at 
an  alarming  rate  of  speed  with  the  likelihood  of  exploding  at  any  moment. 

Had  he  considered  Ms  personal  safety  alone,  Lieut.  Ent  could  have  jumped 
from  the  balloon  and  landed  safely  with  his  parachute  but,  relieved  of  his 
weight,  the  balloon  would  have  ascended  and,  after  burning,  would  have  had  a 
dead  fall  of  several  thousand  feet,  destroy5-ng  whatever  spark  of  life  might  have 
remained  in  Lieut.  Evert's  body.  Hot  being  certain  of  Lieut.  Evert's  condition, 
however,  Lieut.  Ent  risked  death  when  he  chose  to  remain  with  the  balloon.  By 
throwing  out  of  the  balloon  basket  all  the  available  ballast,  he  succeeded  in 
checking  its  rapid  descent  and  landed  on  the  bank  of  a stream  with  but  little 
jar.  When  the  balloon  was  about  15  feet  off  the  ground,  tho  gas  bag  had  com- 
pletely burned  away  from  the  basket.  The  body  of  Liout.  Evert  was  recovered  and 
first  aid  treatment  immediately  rendered  but,  unfortunately,  to  no  avail. 

Lieut . Ent  is  the  second  member  of  the  Air  Corps  to  receive  the  Cheney 
Award,  the  first  one  being  presented  to  Master  Sergeant  Harry  Chapman  last  year 
for  conspicuous  bravery  in  the  Airship  ROMA  disaster  which  occurred  in  February, 
1921. 

The  Cheney  Award  was  established  in  memory  of  1st  Lieutenant  William  H. 
Cheney,  Mr  Corps  , who  was  killed  in  an  air  collision  at  Foggia,  Italy,  January 
20,  1918.  The  donors  of  this  award  are  Mrs . Mary  L.C.  Schofield,  Peterboro ,H.E. 
and  Mrs.  Ruth  Cheney  Streeter,  of  Morristown,  H.J.,  the  mother  and  sister  of  th< 
deceased  officer.  Jointly  they  have  set  aside  a trust  fund  of  $15,000,  the 
interest  accruing  therefrom  to  be  used  to  make  up  the  award,  which  is  to  be 
bestowed  annually  by  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  for  an  act  of  valor  or  of  ex- 
treme fortitude  or  self  sacrifice  in  a humanitarian  interest,  not  necessarily  o" 
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a military  nature,  which  shall  have  been  nerformed  in  connection  with  aircraft. 
Those  eligible  to  receive  it  are  officers  of  the  Air  Corps  and  the  Air  Reserve 
as  well  as  enlisted  men  of  the  Air  Corps  and  Reserve,  and  the  widow  or  next  of 
kin  in  the  event  of  a posthumous  award. 

A die  of  suitable  design  has  been  made,  and  each  year  the  award  is  made  a 
brmze  plaque  is  struck  off,  the  name  of  the  recipient  engraved  thereon,  and 
the  memento  presented  to  him  together  with  an  engraved  Certificate  of  Award  and 
a sum  of  money.  Although  the  income  from  the  trust  fund  exceeds  $500  annually, 
the  donors  decided  to  limit  the  cash  award  to.  that  sum  in  the  case  of  a single 
individual  and  to  place  the  balance  in  a sinking  fund  to  be  used  at  such  time 
as  two  or  more  individuals  are  recommended  jointly  for  the  award. 

Lieut.  Ent  was  born  at  North  Underland,  Pa. , March  3,  1900.  Attending  the 
Susquehanna  University,  Selinsgrove,  Pa.,  he  left  School  to  enlist  in  the 
Aviation  Section,  Signal  Corps,  during  the  war.  He  served  as  a Private, 

Corporal  and  Sergeant  in  the  lighter- than-air  branch  of  the  Air  Corps  until  he 
received  appointment  as  a cadet  at  the  United  States  Military  Academy. 

Graduating  from  the  Military  Academy  in  1924,  he  expressed  preference  for 
service  in  the  Air  Corps.  He  graduated  from  the  Balloon  and  Airship  School, 
Scott  Eield,  111.,  and  was  rated  Walloon  Observer  and  Airship  Pilot  on  June  26, 
1926.  In  1925  he  pursued  the  line  and  staff  course  at  the  Chemical  Warfare 
School.  He  was  on  duty  at  Scott  Eield,  111.,  as  personnel  Adjutant  until 
September,  1926,  when  he  was  transferred  to  Langley  Eield,  Va.  Lieut.  Ent  re- 
cently graduated  as  Special-  Observer  from  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly 
Eield,  Texas.  He  is  still  on  duty  at  Langley  Eield,  Va. 

His  heroic  conduct  in  the  Balloon  Race  resulted  in  his  being  recommended 
for  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross,  which  was  recently  awarded  to  him. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT  ORDERS  AFFECTING  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS 

CHANGES  OF  STATION  - Colonel  Theodore  Baldwin,  Jr.,  from  Hqrs.  2nd  Corps 
Area,  Governors  Island,  N.Y.  to  Hqrs.  4th.  Corps  Area,  Atlanta.,  Ga.  , June  30,'29. 

Capt . Aubrey  I.  Eagle  relieved  from  detail  with  Organized  Reserves,  9th 
Corps  Area,  and  to  duty  with  Air  Corps  Detachment,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

2nd  Lieut.  John  P.  Kirkendall , Scott  Field,  to  Hawaii,  sailing  from  New 
York  about  March  8,  1929. 

Captain  Floyd  N.  Shumaker,  Crissy  Field;  1st  Lieuts.  Thomas  M.  Lowe, Brooks 
Field;  Walter  T.  Meyer,  Kelly  Field;  Auby  C.  Strickland,  Rockwell  Field;  2nd 
Lieut.  Richard  H.  Dean,  Kelly  Field,  to  Hawaiian  Dept. , sailing  about  April  25. 

1st  Lieut.  Harold  L.  George,  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  to  duty  in 
Hawaiian  Department,  sailing  from  New  York  about  March  8,  1929. 

Captain  Wm.  0.  Butler,  Scott  Field;  2nd  Lieut.  George  H.  Steel,  Phillips 
Field,  Md. , to  duty  in  Philippines,  sailing  from  New  York  about  May  3,  1929. 

1st  Lieut.  Leslie  F.  Young,  Langley  Field;  2nd  Lieut.  Rowland  Kieburtz, 
Scott  Field,  to  Hawaiian  Department,  sailing  from  New  York  about  April  2,1929. 

Upon  completion  of  tour  of  duty  in  Hawaiian  Department,  Captain  Lotha  A. 
Smith  and  1st  Lieut.  Joseph  T.  Morris  to  proceed  to  Selfridge  Field,  Mich.;  1st 
Lieut.  Robert  J.  Brown  to  Langley  Field;  1st  Lieut.  Charles  D.  McAllister  to 
Wright  Field;  1st  Lieut.  George  W.  Polk,  Jr.  to  Brooks  Field;  1st  Lieut.  Leon  E 
Sharon  and  2nd  Lieut.  Gilbert  L.  Tefft  to  March  Field;  2nd  Lieut.  Lee  Q,.  Wasser 
to  Rockwell  Field. 

Upon  completion  of  tour  of  duty  in  Panama  1st  Lieut.  Orin  J.  Bushey  to 
proceed  to  Scott  Field,  111.  for  duty. 

Upon  completion  of  tour  of  duty  in  the  Philippines,  Captain  George  L. Usher 
to  proceed  to  Langley  Field,  Va.  ; 1st  Lieut.  George  \T.  Goddard  to  Wright  Field, 
Dayton,  0. : 1st  Lieut.  Charles  3.  deShields,  88th  Observation  Squadron,  Post 
Field,  Fort  Sill,  Okla.  to  Phillips  Field,  Aberdeen  proving  Grounds,  Md. 

Major  Martin  F.  Scanlon,  upon  completion  present  course  of  instruction  at 
Command  and  General  Staff  School,  Fort  Leavenworth,  to  London,  Eng.,  for  duoy 
as  Assistant  Military  Attache  for  Air. 

1st  Lieut.  Louis  N.  Eller , relieved  from  detail  as  instructor  National 
Guard,  Hartford,  Conn.,  to  Mitchel  Field  for  duty  until  about  June  6,  1929, 
when  he  will  sail  for  Panama  Canal  Zone  for  duty. 

1st  Lieut.  Wm.  C.  Farnurn,  2nd  Div.  , Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas,  to  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  for  duty  with  Organized  Reserves,  7th  Corps  Area,  about  June  1,  1929. 
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Major  Jenncr  Y.  Chi  sum,  Fr^grfield . Air-  Depot » to  Washington,  D.C.,  for  duty 
in  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps . 

Upon  completion  of  present'  course  of  instruction  at  Ecole  de  Guerre-,  Paris, 
Prance,  Major  Earl  L.  ITaiden  to  proceed  to  Washington,  D.C. , for  duty  as 
Instructor  at  Army  War  College. 

1st  Lieut.  Lyman  P.  Whitten  to  March  Field,  Calif.,  upon  completion  of  tour 
of  duty  in  Hawaii. 

1st  Lieut.  Harrison  G.  Crocker  to  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  0.,  upon  completion 
of  tour  of  duty  in  panama.  ^ 

1st  Lieut . James  A.  Woodruff  to  Wright  Field,  0.,  upon  completion  of  tour 
of  duty  in  Philippines. 

1st  Lieut . Harold  D.  Smith,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  to  Panama  Canal 
Department,  sailing  from  San  Francisco  about  May  18. 

1st  Lieut.  Charles  Douglas,  12th  Ohs.  Squadron,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas,  to 
Philippines,  sailing  from  San  Francisco  about  May  25,  1929. 

1st  Lieut.  Carl  W.  Pyle,  March  Field,  Calif.,  to  Hawaiian  Department,  sail- 
ing from  San  Francisco  about  May  24,  1S29. 

RELIEVED  FROM  DETAIL  TO  AIR  CORPS  - 2nd  Lieut.  Me r row  E.  Sorley,  Fort  Sam 
Houston,  Texas,  to  29th  Engineers  at  that  station. 

2nd  Lieut.  Lewis  S . Kirkpatrick  to  25th  Infantry , Fort  Huachuca,  Ariz. 

2nd  Lieut.  Thomas  J.  Moran,  Ft.  Sam  Houston,  Tex.  to  29th  Infantry,  Fort 
Denning,  Ga. 

2nd  Lieut.  Robert  W.  Stika,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas,  to  34th  Infantry  at 
Fort  Eustis , Va. 

DETAILED  TO  THE  AIR  CORPS  - 2nd  Lieut.  David  S.  Loughborough,  Infantry,  to 
Brooks  Field,  Texas,  March  1,  1929,  for  training. 

PROMOTIONS  - Major  Archie  W.  Barry  to  Lieut .-Colonel , to  rank  from  1-7-29 

1st  Lieut.  Joseph  L.  Stromme  to  Captain,  to  rank  from  December  21,  1928. 

1st  Lieut.  Rudolph  W.  Propst  to  Caotain,  to  rank  from- January  9,  1929. 

2nd  Lieut.  Albert  F.  Glonn  to  1st  Lieut.,  rank  from  December  13,  1928. 

2nd  Lieut.  Earle  E.  partridge  to  1st  Lieut.,  rank  from  December  15,  1928. 

TRANSFERS  - 2nd  Lieut . Walter  S.  Lee,  Infantry,  to  Air  Corps,  December  26, 
1928,  with  rank  from  June  30,  1926. 

ASSIGNMENTS  - 1st  Lieut.  Reuben  0.  Moffat,  in  addition  to  other  duties,  to 
duty  with  Department  of  Commerce  for  one'  year  in  connection  with  work  of  promot- 
ing civil  aviation. 

2nd  Lieut.  James  V.  Thompson,  Infantry,  detailed  to  Air  Corps,  and  to  pro- 
ceed to  Brooks  Field,  Texas,'  for  duty  as  student,  Primary  Flying  School,  3-1-29. 

RESIGNATION  - 1st  Lieut.  Floyd  Albert  Lundell , January  14,  1929. 

— oOo— 

HAZY  FLYING  CONDITIONS  IN  VICINITY  OF  MITCHSL  FIELD 

Pilots  contemplating  flights  to  Mitchel  Field,  L . I . , New  York,  during  the 
winter  months  should  remember  that  when  the  weather  is  universally  excellent 
throughout  these  parts,  there  usually  settles  down  over  Long  Island  a dense  haze 
toward  early  evening.  'This  haze  is  often  thickest  around  Ro ckaway , where  it 
merges  with  the  smoke  from  industrial  plants  in  Brooklyn^  but  once  past  that 
place  the  haze  affords  fair  vertical  visibility,  even  through  the  horizontal 
visibility  is  less  than  a half  mile. 

— — •oOo-— 

NEWSPAPER  COMMENT  ON  THE  FJELOW  BILL 

The  Washington  POST  on  Sunday , January  27th,  published  the  following  edi- 
torial: 

"According  to  the  magazine  Aviation,  Capt . Lowell  Smith,  United  States  Army 
Air  Corps,  plans  to  obtain  a year’s  leave  of  absence  during  which  he  will  manage 
an  interisland  airline  in  Hawaii.  If  the  project  Is  successful , it  is  intimated 
that  Capt.  Smith  may  resign  to  devote  his  entire  attention  to  commercial 
aviation. 

Capt.  Smith  is  one  of  the  famous  service  aviators.  In  1924  he  led  the 
round-the-world  flight  and  he  is  the  only  member  of  its  personnel  still  In  the 
service.  One  by  one  the  round-the-world  fliers  resigned  their  commissions  to 
accept  employment  with  commercial  aviation  companies,  in  each  case  because  of 
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dissatisfaction  with  the  opportunities  for  advancement  under  the  present  Army 
promotion  system. 

The  Furlow  hill,  designed  to  improve  the  promotion  situation  in  the  Air 
Corps  hy  placing  flying  officers  on  a senarate  promotion  list,  and  authorizing 
promotion  in  each  instance  after  specified  years  of  service,  has  passed  the 
House.  The  Senate  may  see  in  Capt.  Smith’s  reported  plan  to  resign  the  reasons 
underlying  the  drafting  of  the  hill.  Army  aviators  should  not  he  restricted  to 
the  general  promotion  li&i.  Unlike  other  branches  of  the  service,  the  Air 
Corps,  so  far  as  fatalities  are  concerned,  stands  in  the  position  of  being,  con- 
tinually at  war,  and  its  officers  should  he  accorded  special  treatment. 

Other  measures  having  to  do  with  the  difficult  subject  of  Army  promotions 
are  before  Congress,  hut  the  Fur low  hill  is  the  only  one  to  hear  general 
endorsement." 

0O0 

THE  FLIGHT  TUTOH 
hy  A.M.  Jacons 

It  is  not  an  easy  thing  for  most  of  us  to  recall  the  days  when  we  were 
learning  to  spell  "dog"  and  "cat,"  hut  the  memory  of  the  primer  which  seemed 
then  the  acme  of  all  learning  often  remains  strangely  familiar.  Ho  doubt  the 
"primer  plane,"  now  nearing  completion  in  the  Materiel  Division  Laboratories, 
will  some  day  hold  the  same  associations  in  the  minds  of  fliers  of  the  future. 
Heed  for  a further  aid  than  now  exists  in  the  preliminary  training  of  flight, 
a step  between  the  ground  tests  and  the  first  handling  of  the  controls  in  the 
air,  has  long  been  felt  in  training  centers,  and  the  primer  plane  has  been  de- 
signed to  fill  this  need. 

This  plane  consists  of  a small  fuselage  body  with  rudder,  elevator,  and 
.aileron  control  surfaces.  These  surfaces  are  fully  movable  under  the  operation 
of  standard  airplane  controls  installed  in  the  fuselage  body,  and  the  plane  it- 
self is  sent  "flying"  in  the  slipstream  of  a tractor  propeller  driven  by  a 15 
horsepower  electric  motor,  mounted  forward  in  the  fuselage  of  the  primer  plane 
as  is  the  engine  in  the  actual  airplane. 

The  plane  itself  is  mounted  in  a double  tripod  frame  twenty  feet  high.  The 
height  of  the  car  gives  a sense  of  disassociation  with  the  ground  and  a certain 
horizon  perspective . While  the  student  becomes  familiar  with  the  features  of 
flying  that  at  first  are  amt  to  be  confusing  - the  blast  of  air,  the  racket  of 
the  propeller,  the  rocking,  tipwing  motions  of  flight  - he  is  also  becoming  usee1 
to  the  response  of  actual  flying  controls.  Feet  on  the  rudder  bar,  control 
stick  in  hand,  the  student  can  cause  the  primer  plane  to  assume  any  position  an 
airplane  could  take  in  flight  and  can  get  the  "feel"  of  the  controls  and  the 
different  movements  of  the  plane  with  the  assurance  of  safety  while  he  is 
learning.  An  instrument  board  equipped  with  compass,  clock,  tachometer,  air 
speed  indicator,  inclinometer,  bank  and  turn  indicator,  in  short,  the  standard 
flight  instruments,  enables  him  to  form  the  habit  of  automatic  reference  to  the 
board  in  all  attitudes  of  flight. 

From  the  instructor's  point  of  view  also,  the  primer  plane  will  be  extreme- 
ly helpful.  He  will  be  able  to  observe  closely  the  student's  reactions,  his 
natural  adaptability  to  flying.  If  he  notes  some  fault  in  ma mpulation,  or 
wishes  to  demonstrate  a point,  he  may  stop  the  plane  at  any  time  for  directions 
or  explanations. 

3y  placing  a hood  over  the  student's  head,  shutting  off  the  horizon,  sky 
and  ground,  blind  flying  may  be  taught  by  having  the  student  recover  from 
various  attitudes  back  to  normal  by  instrument  reference  only. 

A final  advantage  of  the  primer  plane  will  be  its  low  cost  of  construction 
in  comparison  with  other  forms  of  equ.ilabra.tor.  This  will  make  it  possible  for 
national  Guard, * Air  Corps  Deserve,  and  other  such  organizations  to  obtain  them,, 
no  doubt,  and  to  give  their  fliers  the  benefit  of  this  preliminary  instruction. 

0O0 

An  informal  dinner  was  tendered  Major  Carl  W.  Spatz  and  other  members  of 
the  crew  of  the  Army  plane  Question  Mark  upon  its  arrival  Jan.  22nd  at 
Shreveport,  La.,  from  Midland,  Texas.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  host  at  the 
dinner,  to  which  the  public  generally  was  invited  as  a special  courtesy  to  the 
airplane  crew. 
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LANGLEY  FIELD  LOSES  TWO  YOUNG  OFFICERS 
■ By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 

The  tragedy  that  cost  the  lives  of  two  of  our  new  officers  and  threw  gloom 
over  the  entire  2nd  Bombardment  Group  occurred  on  the  morning  of  January  5th. 
Second  Lieutenant  Harry  James  Osterman,  as  pilot,  and  Second  Lieutenant  Bean 
Vance  Johnston,  as  observer,  both  reserve  officers,  took  off  in  a DK-4M-2 
(Supercharger)  at  9:30  a.m.  for  Bolling  Field.  The  weather  was  quite  foggy. 

Two  hours  later  a radio  message  was  received  from  Bolling  Field  requesting  in- 
formation on  these  two  officers.  Shortly  after  this  message  a telegram  came  in 
from  Eeathsville,  Va. , stating  that  a a lane  had  crashed  and  burned  and  both  oc- 
cupants were  dead.  The  field  was  very  apprehensive  and  immediately  sent  offi- 
cers to  investigate.  Shortly  thereafter  they  sent  back  the  sad  information 
that  Lieuts.  Osterman  and  Johnson  were  the  ones  who  had  crashed  and  that  their 
bodies  were  burned  beyond  recognition. 

It  seems  that  Lieuts.  Osterman  and  Johnson  were  off  their  course  and  tempo- 
rarily lost,  and  so  decided  to  find  a field,  land,  and  ascertain  their  where- 
abouts . They  circled  low  over  one  field  and  waved  to  a farmer,  then  proceeded 

to  another  and  were  circling  it  at  about  150  feet,  when  evidently  they  stalled 

and  fell  off  into  a start  cf  a spin.  They  crashed  nose  first  and  burst  into 

flames  instantly.  When  found,  both  were  in  their  cockpits. 

Those  two  officers  were  high  type  high  type  young  men  and  had  gained  the 
respect  and  admiration  of  the  whole  Group  in  the  short  period  they  were  here.  A 
toast  to  them  - "They  died  with  their  chutes  on  in  line  of  their  devoted  duty." 
Words  cannot  express  the  deep  regret  felt  by  the  whole  Group,  for  the  loss  of 
two  such  fine  young  officers  as  Lieuts.  Osterman  and  Johnston. 

Lieut.  Bean  Vance  Johnston,  Air  Reserve,  was  born  December.  13,  1902.  He 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Nebraska  in  1925  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science.  Enlisting  as  a Flying  Cadet  on  October  18,  1927,  he  entered  the 
Primary  Flying  School  at  Brooks  Field  with  a spirit  and  determination  such  as 
not  many  men  possess.  Ilis  classmates  say  that  the  harder  the  job,  the  more 
energy  and  determination  Lieut.  Johnson  exerted  to  make  it  a success.  His 
dauntless  courage  and  cheerfulness  won  him  the  respect  and  sincere  friendship 
of  all  his  classmates  and  instructors.  Graduating  from  Brooks  Field  in  June, 
1928,  he  continued  his  training  at  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field, 
where  he  made  many  mere  close  friends.  Ho  intended  making  the  Army  his  career, 
so  upon  graduation  from  Kelly  Field  he  entered  upon  a tour  of  active  duty,  ex- 
pecting to  take  the  examination  for  a commission  in  the  Regular  Army  at  the 
first  opportunity.  The  day  he  graduated  he  was  married  to  a San  Antonio  girl, 
and  after  a honeymoon  of  two  weeks  he  reported  at  Langley  Field,  Va. , with  his 
young  bride.  Assigned  to  the  49th  Bombardment  Squadron,  Li  out . Johnston  imme- 
diately took  great  interest  in  his  work.  The  young  couple  were  very  happy  and 
ms.de  many  new  friends  in  a short  time.  Mrs.  Johnston,  broken-hearted,  left  for 
San  Antonio  two  days  after  her  husband’s  death,  taking  his  remains  back  to  her 
home  where  he  was  buried.  Lieut.  Walter  R.  Agee,  a classmate  of  Lieut. 
Johnston's,  escorted  the  body  to  San  Antonio. 

Lieut.  Harry  James  Osterman,  Air  Reserve,  was  born  on  November  29,  1903, 
at  McKeesport,  Pa.  Leaving  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  after  his  second  year, 
he  went  to  Florida  and  was  actively  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in 
St.  Petersburg.  Later  he  was  manager  of  the  North  and  South  Carolina  territory 
of  the  Kalamazoo  Looseleaf  Binder  Oorp. , with  offices  in  Charlotte,  N.C.  While 
he  was  working  in  this  capacity  he  took  the  examination  for  appointment  as  a 
flying  cadet,  passed,  and  entered  the  primary  Flying  School  at  Brooks  Field  in 
October,  1927.  A year  later  he  graduated  from  the  Advanced  Flying  School  at 
Kelly  Field.  He  was  very  popular  and  well  liked  by  all  his  classmates,  being 
cheerful  and  optimistic  during  those  herd  months  of  training.  Upon  graduating, 
he  had  intended  entering  commercial  aviation,  but  changed  his  plans  at  the  last 
moment  and  accepted  active  duty  as  a Reserve  Officer  becai?se  of  the  valuable 
training  and  experience  to  be  gained  with  a tactical  organization.  He  joined 
the  Group  on  November  14th  and  was  assigned  to  the  49th  Bombardment  Squadron. 
Despite  the  short  time  he  was  with  us,  he  made  many  friends  and  was  well  liked 
and  respected  by  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him.  A clean  living  man  and 
9 friend  .to  all  mankind  was  Lieut.  Osterman.  The  whole  Service  as  well  as  the 
2nd  Bombardment  Group  regret  the  loss  of  such  a mar,  and  his  many  friends 
mourn  his  passing  from  this  world.  Lieut.  Osterman  was  unmarried.  His  remains 
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wore  taken  to  the  home  of  his  mother  at  McKeesport,  Pa.,  "by  Lieut.  Cassius  H. 
Thomas . 

A very  impressive  memorial  service  was  held  at  the  Post  Chapel  for  Lieuts. 
Osterman  and  Johnston,  Lieut  .-Colonel  W.K.  Boyd,  the  Chaplain,  officiating. 

o0o-~ ~ 

DEPARTMENT  COMMANDER  PLEASED  WITH  INSPECTION  OP  FRANCE  FIELD 

Major-General  Malin  Craig  recently  made  his  annual  tactical  inspection  of 
Prance  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone , and  from  all  indications  he  seemed  to  he  very 
veil  pleased  with  the  personnel  and  equipment  thereat.  The  following  letter  of 
commendation  was  received  hy  the  Commanding  Officer  concerning  this  inspection: 

"Subject:  Commendation  as  a result  of  Annual  Inspection. 

To:  Lt.  Col.  A.G.  Fisher,  A.C.,  Commanding  Officer,  Prance  Field,  C.Z. 

1.  I desire  to  communicate  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  members  of  your 
command,  an  expression  of  my  commendation  of  the  high  standards  of  discipline, 
morale  and  training  that  prevail  in  your  Post,  as  disclosed  by  my  inspection  of 
December  6,  1928. 

2.  Hie  general  police  and  sanitation  of  the  post  are  most  creditable;  the 
condition  of  your  storerooms,  in  the  orderly  arrangements  of  property,  cleanli- 
ness, and  efficient  methods  employed  for  the  care  and  protection  of  supplies, 
compares  most  favorably  with  that  of  any  which  has  come  under  my  observation, 
add  the  condition  of  the  barracks  and  messes,  including  the  preparation  of  food, 
reflects  great  credit  upon  your  organization  commanders.  This  could  only  have 
been  accomplished  by  wise  planning  and  energy  on  your  part,  and  intelligent  and 
efficient  execution  by  your  subordinates. 

3.  I find  it  is  difficult  to  select  particular  individuals  for  special 
mention,  but  without  in  any  way  detracting  from  the  credit  due  to  others,  I 
desire  to -call  particular  attention  to  the  superior  accomplishment  of  Captain 
Arthur  F.  Simonin,  as  regards  his  organization  barracks  and  mess,  and  of  1st 
Lieut.  Don  L.  Hutchins  on  his  administration  of  the  Assembly  and  Repair  Section 
of  the  Panama  Air  Depot. 

4.  A copy  of  this  letter  will  be  filed  by  these  headquarters  with  your 
next  efficiency  renort.  An  extract  copy  of  this  letter  should  be  furnished  by 
you  to  Captain  Arthur  E.  Simonin  and  1st  Lieut.  Don  L.  Hutchins,  for  enclosure 
with  their  next  Efficiency  Reports. 

MALM  CRAIG, 

Major  General,  U.S.  Army, 

Commanding. " 

oOo 

C-2  TRANSPORT  PLANE  FERRIED  TO  PANAMA 

The  tri-motored  Fokker  Transport  successfully  completed  its  long  journey 
from  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  by  arrival  at  France  Field,  Panama,  at  3:55  p.m. 
January  16th.  The  big  plane,  which  was  piloted  by  Major  Paul  T.  Bock,  1st  Lts. 
George  C.  McDonald  and  Dwight  J.  Canfield,  Air  Corps,  left  Wright  Field  on  the 
morning  of  January  9th.  A heavy  fog  and  rain  necessitated  a forced  landing  at 
Louisville,  and  a continuation  of  this  weather  compelled  the  airmen  to  remain  az 
that  place  for  several  days  before  they  were  able  to  resume  their  journey.  The 
flight  from  Louisville  to  Panama  was  accomplished  without  incident,  stops  being 
made  at  Miami,  Florida;  Havana,  Cuba,  and  Managua,  Nicaragua. 

This  long  flight  marked  the  first  attempt  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  to  ferry  an 
aimlane  from  the  United  States  to  a foreign  possession.  The  three  pilots  are 
on  duty  at  France  Field.  The  two  junior  officers  proceeded  from  their  home  sta- 
tion to  Dayton  via  boat  and  rail,  secured  the  transport  plane  assigned  to  Finance 
Field,  and  were  joined  on  their  aerial  voyage  by  Major  Bock,  who  was  north  cn 
leave  of  absence.  The  flight  involved  a distance  of  approximately  2900  mi-.es. 

No  report  has  yet  been  received  of  the  actual  flying  time.  The  successful  ter- 
mination of  this  unusual  ferrying  mission  by  the  Air  Corps  may  pave  the  way  ±or 
similar  projects  in  the  future.  The  transport  plane  is  the  same  type  as  thao 
which  was  used  in  the  non-stop  flight  from  Oakland,  Calif. , to  Honolulu,  Hawaii, 
in  May,  1927,  by  Lieuts.  Maitland  and  Kegenberger,  and  in  the  recent  successful 
refueling  flight  of  over  150  hours. 
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STATE  CE  OKLAHOMA  HONORS  "QUESTION  MARK"  PILOT 


The  War  Department 'has  been  informed  that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the 
State  of  Oklahoma  memoralized  the  Pause  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  of 
the  State  of  Oklahoma  to  pass  a joint  resolution  "honoring  and  commending  Ca.pt. 
Ira  C.  Eaker,  Air  Corps, United  States  Army,-  and  his  intrepidity  and  ability 
evidenced  a.s  chief  pilot  of  the  United  States  Army  Endurance  Plight  ’QUESTION 
PARK'.  The  resolution  continues  "NOW,  therefore,  be  it  resolved  by  the  Joint 
Assembly  of  the  Legislature  of  Oklahoma,  the  House  of  Representatives  concurring 
therein,  that  the  State  of  Oklahoma  extend  to  and  does  hereby  transmit  its 
heartfelt  congratulations',  appreciation  and  best  wishes,  to  Captain  Ira  C.  Eaker 
for  the  distinguished  service  he  has  rendered  to  the  Army  and  to  aviation,  and 
the  honors  he  has  brought  to  himself,  his  Alma  Mater  and  the  State  of  Oklahoma," 

In  addition  to  this  resolution,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State  of 
Oklahoma  has  entrusted  into  its  hands  the  designing  of  and  awarding  to  Captain 

Eaker  of  the  Soartan  Distinguished  Service  Medal  which  is  an  annual  award  for 

the  Oklahoman  or  Oklahomans  who  distinguish  themselves  from  a national  stand- 
point in  aviation.  Captain  Eaker  has  been  informed  that  the  Senate  end  the 

House  are  preparing  to  receive  him.  jointly  at  Oklahoma  City  at  Such  time  as  he 

conveniently  can  visit  the  city. 

Captain  Eaker  was  appointed  in  the  Army  from  Oklahoma,  is  a citizen  of 
Durant,  Oklahoma,  and  an  alumnus  of  the  Southeastern  State  Teachers’  College  of 
that  State  . 

0O0 

LIEUT.  DOOLITTLE  FLIES  THROUC-H  SNOWSTORM 

Lieut'.  "Jimmy"  Doolittle  made  his  appearance  in  the  Gugenheim  Fund  Vought 
Corsair  the  other  afternoon  at  Mitchel  Field,  New  York,  in  a blinding  snowstorm, 
having  come  in  from  Buffalo  through  snowstorms  most  of  the  way.  The  News  Letter 
Correspondent  states  that  James  hit  his  destination  rivht  on  the  head,  as  is 
usual  with  this  sterling  pilot . 

— — 0O0 

NET  CADETS  APPOINTED  FOR  MARCH  CLASS 

Two  new  classes  of  flying  cadets  will  start  training  on  March  1st  next  at 
the  Primary  Flying  Schools  of  the  Array  Air  Corps  at  Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  and  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif, 

Of  the  195  designated  for  the  course,  90  are  scheduled  for  assignment  at 
Brooks  Field  and  105  at  March  Field.  Of  the  selected  men,  16  are  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates  of  the  Regular  Army,  74  are  officers  or  enlisted 
men  of  the  National  Guard,  and  the  remaining  105  come  from  civil  life.  Two  non- 
commissioned officers  and  11  privates  of  the  men  designated  front  the  Regular 
Army  are  now  members  of  the  Air  Corps  while  two  privates  belong  to  the  Field 
Artillery  and  one  to  the  Signal  Corps.  Approximately  20%  of  the  74  Cadets  ap- 
pointed from  the  National  Guard  are  college  graduates,  while  all  of  the  105  men 
designated  from  civil  life  are  college  graduates. 

Due  to  the  limited  accommodations  now  available  at  the  two  Primary  Flying 
Schools,  it  was  necessary  for. the  Air  Corps  to  adopt  a policy  with  respect  to 
the  appointment  of  Flying  Cadets,  whereby  preference  is. given,  first,  to  enlist- 
ed men  of  the  Air  Corps,  Regular  Army;  second,  to  other  enlisted  men  of  the  Reg- 
ular Army;  third,  to  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  National  Guard  assigned 
to  Air  Corps  units;  fourth,  to  other  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  National 
Guard;  fifth, to  graduates  of  Air  Corps  Reserve  Officers'  Training  Camps;sixth, 
to  college  graduates  of  Reserve  Officers'  Training  Corps  Units  of  other  branches 
of  the  Army;  seventh, to  students  of  Air  Corps  Reserve  Officers'  Training  Corps 
units  who  have  completed  their  junior  year;  eighth, to  graduates  of  recognized 
colleges  and  universities;  ninth, to  students  in  good  standing  of  recognized 
universities  who  have  completed  their  sophomore  year;  tenth,  'all'  others. 

In  toe  matter  of  the  number  of  Flying  Cadets  appointed  from  the  various 
States,  California  leads  with  17,  the  States  of  Texas  and  Washington  following 
with  15  and  12,  respectively.  Seattle,  Washington,  and  Washington, D .C . are 
each  sending  five  Cadets  from  civil  life  to  the  Primary  Schools , those  from  the 
western  State  going  to  March-Field  and  those  from  the  Capital  City  to  Brooks 
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Field. 

Air  Corps  enlisted  men  ordered  to  proceed  to  Brooks  Field  and  report  to 
the  Commandant  of  the  Primary  Flying  School  not  later  than  February  28th  next 
are 

Staff  Sergeant  Roy  F.  Hamblin,  52&  School  Squadron,  Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

Staff  Sergeant  James  E.  Kunton,  21st  Airship  Group,  Scott  Field,  111. 

Private  Emory  D.  Campbell, _ 99th  Observation  Squadron,  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 

Private  Garrett  A.  Hayes,  Air  Corps  Detachment,  Bolling  Field,  D.C. 

Private  John  T.  Foster,  Air  Corps  Tactical  School  Det. , Langley  Field, Va. 

Private  Harold  S.  Show alter,  19th  Airship  Company,  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Private  Curtis  E.  Smith,  Jr.,  22nd  Observation  Sqdn. , Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 

Private  Albert  L.  Dillon,  Air  Corps  Technical  School  Det. , Gnanute  Field. 

Private  George  V.  Frieburger,  57th  Service  SqU£i&s.*on,  Selfridge  Field, Mich. 

Private  Clyde  R.  Crave r , 11th  School  Group,  Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

private  George  P.  Hammond,  62nd  Service  Squadron,  Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

Private  George  L.  Houle,  46th  School  Squadron,  Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

The  only  enlisted  man  outside  of  the  Air  Corps  to  go  to  Brooks  Field  is 
Private  Fannill  Rucker,  Jr.,  Battery  B,  16th  Field  Artillery,  Fort  Myer , Va, 

Enlisted  men  who  will,  attend  as  students  at  the  Primary  Flying  School  at 
March  Field,  commencing  March  1st  next,  are 

Private  Corbitt  Bishop,  7th  Bombardment  Group  Kqrs.,  Rockwell  Field,  Calif. 

Private  Tracy  H.  Dorsett , 27th  Signal  Service  Company,  Seattle,  Wash. 

private  Alfred  C.  Stiles,  10th  Field-Artillery,  Fort  Lewis,  Washington. 

- — oOo 

HEW  TYPES  OF  AIRPLANES  TO  BE  TESTED  AT  WRIGHT  FIELD 

The  Fokker  Super  Universal  Monoplane,  powered  by  a Pratt-Whitney  "Wasp" 
engine,  was  recently  flown  to  Wright  Field  for  examination  and  performance  tests 
to  determine  its  suitability  for  photographic  purposes.  The  airplane  is  now 
being  inspected  by  the  various  engineering  branches  under  the  Experimental 
•Engineering  Section  preparatory  to  performance'  tests. 

A new  Consolidated  "Courier"  airplane,  equipped  with  a Wright  "Whirlwind" 
engine  and  n ew  type  venturi  cowling,  recently  arrived  at  the  Materiel  Division 
for  examination  and  tests.  The  airplane  is  now  undergoing  divisional  inspec- 
tion, upon  completion  of  which  performance  tests  will  be  conducted. 

oOo 

RESERVE  OFFICERS  REQUIRED  TO  PRESENT  IDENTIFICATION  PAPERS 

It  appears  that  A.ir  Corps  Reserve  officers  have  visited  Army  flying  fields 
for  the  purpose  of  making  flights  and  v/ere  denied  permission  to  do  so  because 
they  did  not  possess  the  necessary  identification  papers,  paragraph  51,  Army 
Regulations  95-15,  provides: 

"51.  IDENTIFICATION  OF  OFFICERS  APPLYING  FOR  FLIGHTS.-  Reserve  officers 
on  an  inactive  status  who  make  application  for  participation  in  aerial  flights 
in  Army  aircraft  will  be  required  to  establish  their  identity  with  the  follow- 
ing documentary  evidence; 

a.  Official  identification  card. 

b.  Certificate  showing  that  the  applicant  is  a member  of  the  Air  Corps 
Reserve  in  good  standing. 

c.  Statement  showing  his  aeronautical  rating. 

d.  pilot  book  properly  posted  and  attested  to  date  showing  the  amount  of 
flying  done  by  the  officer  for  at  least  the  preceding  three'  months. 

e.  Application  for  the  documents  mentioned  in  a,  b,  c,  and  d above  will  be 
made  by  officers  to  their  corps  area  commander,  who  will  supply  the  documents 

if  available,  or  will  take  the  necessary  action  to  have  them  furnished  to  the 
applicant.  oOo 

STATUS  OF  THE  99th  OBSERVATION  SQUADRON 

The  new  arrival  among  the  Air  Corps  units  at  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. , the  99th 
Observation  Squadron,  is  now  going  full  blast  under  the  leadership  of  Captain 
Francis  M.  Brady.  Several  officers  have  already  been  assigned  to  the  new  organ- 
ization, among  them  being  1st  Lieut.  Paul  H.  Prentiss,  and  several  of  the  newrly 
arrived  2nd  Lieutenants  from  Kelly  Field.  The  organization  is  quartered  in  the 
old  barracks  of  the  61st  Service  Squadron,  vacated  by  the  latter  outfit  when 
they  moved  into  their  new  brick  quarters. 
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NEWSPAPER  EDITORIAL  COMMENT  ON  ENDURANCE  ELIGTfp 

The  recent  achievement  of  the.  Army  Air  Corps  in  smashing  all  endurance 
records  for  both  he  - > v i e r -t  ban  -a  i r and  lighter-than~air  craft  through  the.  re- 
fueling flight  of  the  trl-asotorpd  Eokker  Transport  "Question  Mark",  has  occa- 
sioned considerable  editorial  comment  by  the  Press  of  the  country.  Most  of 
.these  editorials  vision  the  rapid  rise  of  commercial  aviation  in  the  near 
future  and  touch  on  the  possibility  of  o non-stop  world  flight  through  the 
■ refueling  process . 

The  New  York  TIMES  states  that; 

"The  new  year  has  begun  with  an  achievement  in  aviation  that  tempts  one 
to  predict  a year  of  prodigies  in  1929.  The  "Question  Mark"  has  been  answered 
with  a chorus  of  plaudits  and  forecasts  by  experts,  when  the  name  of  that 
airplane  is  mentioned,  everybody  will  recall  the  exploit  of  the  five  Army  of- 
ficers who  stayed  up  in  the  air  for  six  and  a quarter  days  and  traveled  more 
than  11,000  miles.  The  United  States  has  once  more  shown  the  way.  Our  Army 
men  have  often  made  records  in  the  air  for  skill  and  endurance  . What  does  not 
aviation  owe  to  them?" 

Pointing  out  that  America  now  has  achieved  the  greatest  air  victory  in 
the  history  of  aviation,  the  Cincinnati  ENQUIRER  asserts  that: 

"The  wonderful  performance  of  the  Army  monoplane  Question  Mark  has  won 
the  interest  not  only  of  the  roan  in  the  street  but  that  of  the  world  of  science 
in  an  unusual  degree.  New  aerial  problems  have  keen  demonstrated  and  solved; 
every  world  record  has  teen  shattered;  the  endurance  of  men  and  mechanism  takes 
on  extended  limitations.  The  flight  and  feats  of  the  Question  Mark  open  up 
strange  vistas  of  imaginative  speculation.  It  now  becomes  a 'question  mark'  as 
to  what  possibilities  in  heavier -than -air  navigation  remain  to  defy  the  genius, 
courage  and  skill  of  men." 

The  New  York  EVENING-  POST  states  that  a new  chapter  in  the  history  of 
aviation  has  been  made  by  the  endurance  flight  and  that  no  more  convincing 
proof  of  the  reliability  of  airplane  engines  coulji  be  offered  than  the  spectacle 
of  this  plane  flying  on  hour  after  hour.  It  sees  no  .justification,  however, 
for  comparing  the  record  of  the  Question  Mark  with  those  of  heavier-than-air  or 
lighter -than -air  machines  which  have  not  been  refueled  and  remarks  that'  when 
airplanes  regularly  cross  the  ocean  or  circle  the  globe  they  will  have  to  do  so 
under  their  own  power  and.  on  the  fuel  with  which  they  set  out.  In  conclusion, 
it  says; 

"We  believe  that  this  day  will  arrive.  .The  flight  of  the  Question  Mark 
has  brought  that  day  nearer,  not  because  it  has  stayed  in  the  air  longer  than 
has  any  other  plane  but  because  it  has  demonstrated  that  airplane  motors  may 
be  made  so  thoroughly  reliable  that  planes  can  fly  for  an  almost  indefinite 
time  once  they  are  built  to  carry  the  fuel  necessary  to  sustain  such  flights." 

Asserting  that  the  flight  developed  into  a comparative  test  of  the  en- 
durance of  the  men  and  the  endurance  of  the  machine,  with  the  men  coming  down 
with  the  laurels  of  victory,  the  Cleveland  PLAIN" 'DEALER  states  tnat  the  five 
men  of  the  Question  Mark  merit  all  the  congratulations  they  are  receiving. 

"Their  achievement  was  more  important  than  a mere  stunt.  It  has  been  a 
great  benefit  to  commercial  aviation,  a greater  practical  benefit  than  the 
picturesque  and  risky  adventures  of  the  ocean  flyers." 

"The  flight  was  a wonderful  achievement  for  the  human  organism",  says  the 
Chicago  NEWS,  and  after  speculating  on  the  future  possibilities  for  transcon- 
tinental and  transoceanic  flights,  concludes  with  the  statement: 

"But  no  new  triumph  for  man  or  machine  in  the  art  of  aviation  causes  much 
astonishment  among  the  experts  who  realize  how  great  are  the  yet  undiscovered 
possibilities  of  mechanical  flying." 

According  to  the  Buffalo  EXPRESS: 

"When  airplane  motors  run  continuously  for  nearly  seven  days  under  all 
conditions  of  flight  one  is  forced  to  realize  that  inventors  and  engineers 
have  given  the  airplane  an  amazing  degree  of  airworthiness . Before  long  the 
airman's  dream  of  a non-stop  flight  around  the  world  may  become  a.  reality." 

The  Washington  STAR  considers  the  flight  of  the  Question  Mark  as  an  impe- 
tus to  a project  for  a non-stop  trip  around  the  world. 

The  Omaha  BEE , after  pointing  out  that  a remarkable  feature  of  the  per- 
formance is  that  it  was  the  machine . that  cracked  and  not  the  men  goes  on  to 
say  that  several  things  have  been  determined  by  the  experiment.  One  is  the 
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practical  success  of  refueling  airplanes  while  in  flight.  This  had  been  done 
before  but  never  on  the  scale  here  proposed.  What  further  and  greater  flights 
this  makes  possible  is  beyond. con juncture , Tor  immediate  application  it  will 
make  non-stop  transcontinental  flights  comparatively  simple.  If  food  and  fuel 
can  be  taken  on  .while  flying,  mail  and  freight  may  be  loaded  and  discharged 
also.  The  possibilities  in  this  way  may  be  greatly  extended. 

Predicting  that  the  brilliant  exploit  will  have  the  sure  effect  of  deepen- 
ing popular  confidence  in  the  element  of  safety  in  air  travel,  and  particularly 
in  the  constantly  increasing  efficiency  and  reliability  of  airplane  mechanism, 
the  Syracuse  HERALD  states  that; 

"This  record  breaking  trial  of  the  Arqy  airplane  must  be  viewed  as  a tre- 
mendous advertisement  of  the  utility  of  air  transportation,  not  alone  for  the 
service  of  passengers  who  are  ready  to ’take  the  risk,  but  in  a much  larger 
measure  for  the  rapid  carriage  of  light  and  valuable  merchandise." 

The  OHIO  STATE  JOURNAL  states  that; 

"The  demonstrated  ability  of  a crew  of  five  men  to  keep  a plane  in  the 
air  for  that  long  period  of  time  is  valuable,  and  the  time  test  of  the  motors 
is  of  the  highest  mechanical  importance.  * * As  the  test  affected  man  and  ma- 
chine, the  endurance  trial  brought  rich  results,  providing  valuable  informa- 
tion in  a field  where  only  a few  tests  had  been  made  and  where  additional  know- 
ledge was  needed  for  the  future.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  Army  flyers  that 
they  planned  the  endurance  test  and  carried  it  to  a successful  conclusion. 

They  had  the  vision  to  see,  the  ability  to  plan,  the  courage  to  undertake  and 
the  skill  to  accomplish.  They  have  served  the  nation  well  and  have  won  world 
credit  for  their  branch  of  the  service  . * * * Thus  far  man  has  constructed  fine 
motors,  but  they  haye  their  limitations,  and  the  results  at  Los  Angeles  have 
indicated  about  where  that  limit  is  to  be  found . But  the  limit  of  the  flyers' 
courage  and  skill  remains  to  be  determined." 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Albany  EVENING  NEWS,  while  the  flight  may  have  no 
marked  immediate  benefit,  it  does  show  the  further  possibilities  of  aviation 
and  it  gives  more  and  more  confidence  in  flying. 

"The  feat  of  Major  Spatz  and  his  four  companions  was  not  a ' stunt ' , "says 
the  Detroit  TREE  PRESS,  and  it  goes  on  to  say; 

"The  engines  with  which  their  plane  was  equipped  were  the  same  make  as 
those  which  took  Colonel  Lindbergh  and  other  American  flyers  across  the  Atlan- 
tic; and  one  of  the  purposes  of  this  test  was  to  discover  just  how  long  they 
would  function.  Other  purposes  concerned  the  practicability  of  refueling 
planes  in  the  a.ir  and  the  reaction  of  the  personnel  to  prolonged  exposure  amon 

the  clouds.  Valuable  facts  have  been  learned  from  the  flight  which  can  be 

put  to  good  use  in  both  military  and  civil  aviation." 

The  Indianapolis  3TAR.  observes  that; 

"The  readiness  with  which  the  human,  mechanism  adapts  itself  to  conditions 
has  been  deomon stated  by  the  crew  of  the  Question  Mark.  The  motors  had  roared 
steadily  more  than  six  days  and  the  flyers  had  taken  their  rest  to  the  accom- 
pany men  t of  that  terrific  din." 

The  comment  of  the  Richmond  NEWS -LEADER  is  along  the  same  line,  agreeing 

that ; 

"A  man  who  has  to  listen  for  days  to  the  unbroken  roar  of  airplane  motors 

is  entitled  to  all  the  distinction  he  gets  by  breaking  a record." 

Declaring  that  the  Army  and  its  Fokker  monoplane  have  registered  a per- 
formance that  five  years  ago  would  have  seemed  a miracle,  the  Kansas  City  STAR 
asserts  that  the  - 

"Question  Mark  has  demonstrated  two  things  - the  uncanny  mechanical  per- 
fection of  the  modern  aviation  engine  and  the  accuracy  of  control  of  planes  in 
the  air  that  made  the  repeated  refuelings  possible.  Consider  the  ingenuity 
and  precision  embodied  in  motors,  that  can  run  at  high  speed  for  a week  without 
stopoing.  Consider,  too,  the  skill  of  the  pilots  and  the  reliability  of  con- 
trols that  permit  one  plane  to  fly  for  minutes  at  a time  immediately  over  an- 
other plane  with  sueed  so  delicately  adjusted  that  a gasoline  flowline  is  not 
disturbed.  Now  we  may  look  forward  to  the  day  when  an  airplane  may  circle  the 
globe  without  stopping  - although  such  a performance  would  be  rather  in  the 
nature  of  a stunt  than  of  practical  value.  The  real  importance  of  the  voyage 
of  the  Question  Mark,  for  the  present  at  least,  must  be  in  demonstrating  in 
spectacular  fashion  the  advance  toward  absolute  reliability  of  the  modern  air- 
plane and  the  possibility  of  speeding  up  long  distance  flights  under  heavy 
loads  through  refueling  while  in  the  air." 
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"What  seems  to  interest  aeronautical  men  especially",  observes  the 
Kalamazoo  GAZETTE, 

* "Is  the  fact  that  the  Question  Mark  was  refueled  37  times  during  the 

long  grind.  Not  only  gasoline,  but  oil,  food  and  all  manner  of  supplies  were 
carried  up  to  the  roaring  monoplane  and  transferred  without  the  slightest 
mishap . " 

Believing  that  the  150-hour  flight  of  the  Question  Mark,  viewed  from  any 
angle,  ranks  as  one  of  the  greatest  achievements  in  aviation  history,  the 
Philadelphia  PUBLIC  LEDGER  points  out  that: 

"The  outstanding  feature  of  this  achievement  is,  of  course,  its  demon- 
stration that  refueling  and  the  transfer  of  supplies  to  an  airplane  from  an- 
other craft  are  practicable  while  both  are  flying  under  virtually  every  con- 
dition that  aviation  encouters.  Scarcely  less  significant  is  its  proof  that 
human  endurance  is  greater  than  that  of  motors.  The  results  of  its  flight  and 
of  subsequent  examinations  of  equipment  should  lead  to  the  elimination  of  motor 
weaknesses  which  forced  the  Question  Mark  down,  and  thus  made  still  greater 
records  possible.  Aviation  in  ,,/imerica  is  greatly  indebted  to  the  Army  flyers, 
whose  other  notable  achievements,  including  the  Round -the -World  Plight,  the 
Hawaiian,  South  American  and  Dawn  to  Dusk  Plights  and  the  Model  Airway  from 
which  the  Air  Mail  developed.  The  addition  to  this  list  of  the  remarkable 
performance  of  the  Question  Mark  and  its  crew  of  five  marks  another  great  con- 
tribution which  not  only  promises  to  benefit  aviation  as  an  industry  but  should 
increase  public  interest  and  confidence  in  aeronautics." 

The  Lexington  LEADER  contends  that  one  of  the  spectacular  features  of  the 
flight,  aside  from  the  refueling,  was  the  work  of  the  mechanics  who  made  all 
repairs  in  flight,  who  changed  spark  plugs,  stopped  the  propeller  of  one  of 
the  motors  and  repaired  it,  and  have  gone  about  their  tasks  in  a routine  man- 
ner and  with  as  much  indifference  as  though  under  the  roof  of  a garage. 

The  CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  MONITOR  recalls  the  records  made  by  the  early  air- 
plane less  than  25  years  ago,  cites  several  present  day  records  and  winds  up 
by  saying: 

"Just  think  and  marvel." 

"Aviation  today  is  making  its  debut  in  the  world  as  an  arm  of  commerce, 
as  a new  and  faster  means  of  transported  ion . The  successful  accomplishment 
of  record  undertakings  such  as  that  of  the  Question  Mark  serves  the  valuable 
purpose  of  bringing  forcefully  to  public  attention  the  remarkable  state  of 
perfection  of  the  modern  airplane  and  its  engine;  for  who  would  net  be  willing 
bo  travel  in  a vehicle  of  the  proved  reliability  of  the  three  engined  Army 
Air  Transport?  * * * Henry  Ford  recently  said  that  what  aviation  needs  most 
today  is  motors.  Thus,  remarkable  as  was  the  performance  of  the  Question  Mark, 
before  we  can  look  for  great  reductions  in  the  cost  of  flying  and  the  fares 
charged  for  air  transportation,  there  will  have  to  be  better  motors  still. 

Then  will  aviation  compete  more  closely  with  the  railroad  and  the  steamship." 

The  Montgomery  ADVERTISER  believes  that: 

"In  time  it  is  not  unlikely  that  it  will  be  a common  practice  to  refuel 
f lanes  in  flight  on  commercial  lines." 

Recognizing  the  superiority  of  the  human  element,  the  Chattanooga  TIMES 
asserts  that: 

"Machinery  has  been  driven  to  its  limits.  Friction,  strain,  vibration 
and  the  heat  of  exploding  gas  had  done  their  work.  The  flight  was  over,  with 
man  still  tthe  master  of  the  thing  he  had  created.  But  what  a record  has  been 
achieved'.  And  what  vistas  of  imaginative  speculation  the  achievement  opens 

up r. " 

The  Indianapolis  NEWS  states  that  the  Air  Corps  completed  an  experiment 
which  adds  much  to  its  reputation  as  a pioneer  in  extending  the  field  of  air- 
plane usefulness  and  that  it  has  brought  new  possibilities  to  military  and 
commercial  aviation. 

"The  aerial  tanker  soom  may  become  a familiar  sight",  says  the  San  Antonio 
EXPRESS, 

"And  other  devices  also  may  be  employed  to  supply  planes  with  fuel  while 
in  flight ." 

"The  achievement  of  the  Question  Mark",  according  to  the  Charlotte 
OBSERVER, 

"Was  a distinct  and  valuable  contribution  to  the  cause  of  aviation  and  not 
in  the  same  class  with  some  suicidal  attempts  that  have  been  made  in  the  last 
year  to  do  impossible  stunts  that  would  have  been  of  little  or  no  value  to 
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mankind  even  if  they  had  heen  successful." 

Making  the  observation  that  no  human  being  had  ever  before  remained  aloft 
so  long,  whether  in  an  airplane  or  a dirigible  or,  so  far  as  known,  in  a free 
balloon,  the  St.  Louis  GLOBE  DEMOCRAT  says  that  the  possibilities  this  demon- 
stration opened  are  accurately  outlined. 

"With  aerial  'filling  stations'  at  convenient  distances,  flight  can  be 
almost  indefinitely  extended  on  ocean  as  well  as  on  land,  for  refueling  planes 

can  rise  from  plane  carrying  ships.  Descents  for  gas  can  be  minimized,  which 

relatively  are  often  more  costly  than  stops  by  railroad  trains.  Planes  can  fly 
with  a minimum  supply  of  gas,  to  be  replenished  later,  and  so  carry  greater 
revenue  loads." 

"It  was  not  so  much  than  a plane,  the  work  of  man,  stayed  in  the  air  more 
than  seven  days  without  ever  touching  wheels  to  earth  or  even  approaching  the 
ground,  " remarks  the  Harrisburg  TELEGRAPH, 

"But  the  human  skill  and  ingenuity  could  so  contrive  and  operate  a machine 
that  would  perform  with  the  perfection  of  the  Question  Mark." 

The  Youngstown  VINDICATOR  says: 

■ "It  was  a flight  every  American  can  be  proud  of.  Several  days  ago  the 

Germans,  whose  record  Major  Spatz  and  his  men  set  out  to  beat,  spoke  of  the 

achievement  as  'stupendous",  and  there  is  no  question  that  the  courage  and  en- 
durance required  for  such  a feat  sets  a new  standard  for  all  the  flyers' 
countrymen." 

"These  American  pilots  and  American  motors  have  achieved  results  which  re- 
dound to  the  advantage  of  aeronautics  in  an  inspirational  way",  is  how  the 
Trenton  EVENING  TIMES  puts  it . 

According  to  the  Cincinnati  TIMES-STAR, 

"What  this  epbch  making  test  seems  to  demonstrate  is  the  possibility  of 
sustained  non-stop  flights  clean  about  the  earth  provided  subsidiary,  gasoline 
freighted  machines  are  in  readiness  at  proper  intervals.  It  would  take  long 
planning  and  elaborate  equipment  to  assure  such  a venture.  Yet  it  may  be 
attempted." 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Birmingham  NEWS, 

"If  there  were  fuel  ships  scattered  through  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  carry- 
ing tons  of  gas  to  supply  planes,  these  convenient  deep  sea  filling  stations 
would  cause  transoceanic  air  touring  to  increase  by  leaps  and  bounds." 

The  Providence  JOURNAL  points  out  - 

"That  the  successful  test  has  stimulated  at  least  two  announcements  of 
proposed  non-stop  around -the -world  flights  with  the  refueling  of  the  planes  in 
the  air.  The  flight  is  considered  fair  proof  of  the  possibilities  of  the  air- 
plane for  long  distance  overland  flights." 

The  Flint  DAILY  JOURNAL  sees  in  the  flight  of  the  Question  Mark  several 
future  oossibilities,  viz; 

" In  military  use  planes  can  go  aloft  with  large  cargoes  of  bombs  and 
small  gasoline  supply,  the  pilots  depending  on  refueling  in  the  sir.  In  com- 
mercial flying  greater  cargoes  can  be  carried  and  stops  can  be  eliminated." 

"The  flight  of  the  Question  Mark  proved  conclusively  that  it  is  practicable 
and  comparatively  easy  to  refuel  airplanes  in  flight",  says  the  Washington  POST. 

"It  will  not  be  long  before  the  crude  refueling  system  by  which  it  was 
kept  aloft  will  have  been  refined,  and  then  s\ich  projects  as  a non-stop  flight 
around  the  world  will  be  practicable.  It  is  not  likely,  of  course,  that  there 
will  ever  be  need  for  such  a flight,  but  refueling  and  transfer  of  supplies  in 
flight  will  make  possible  the  carrying  of  greater  pay  loads,  cut  the  time  of 
long  distance  flights  and  lengthen  the  life  of  planed  by  decreasing  the  wear 
imposed  by  frequent  take-offs.  It  is  in  connection  with  saving  time  and  increas- 
ing pay  loads  that  refueling  will  be  of  importance." 

- — 0O0- — 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO  CAPTAIN  L.D.  SEYMOUR 

The  News  Letter  notes  with  pleasure  that  Captain  Lester  D.  Seymour,  former- 
ly Chief  Engineer  and  Assistant  General  Manager  of  the  National  Air  Transport, 
Chicago,  has  been  advanced  to  fill  the  position  of  General  Manager  vacated  by 
Colonel  Paul  Henderson,  who  continues  with  the  Comoany  as  active  Vice  President. 

Caotain  Seymour,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  a graduate  of  Syracuse  University,  en- 
listed in  the  Air  Corps  during  the  war  and  served  as  aircraft  maintenance  of f i- 
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cer  overseas.  Upon  his  return  to  the  United  States  he  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service upon  his  own  request,  hut  remained  with, the  Air  Corps  in  the 
capacity  of  civilian  aeronautical  engineer  in  the  Information  Division  until 
he  accepted  a position  as  Chief  Engineer  of  the  National  Air  Transport.  Capt . 
Seymour's  pet  hobby  was  that  of  devising  new  radio  circuits,  in  the  days  before 
the  advent  of  the  electric  set  and  the  screen  grid  tube,  and  several  of  them 
were  particularly  good.  We  suppose  he  has  no  time  now  for  winding  coils  and 
soldering  buss  bar  joints. 

Our  best  wishes  are  extended  to  Capt.  Seymour  in  his  new  position  and  we 
hope  the  National  Air  Transport  under  his  mangem.ent  will  enjoy  an  uninterrupted 
era  of  prosperity. 

- — 0O0— -- 

COLO  I'd  AN  GOVERNMENT  THANKS  THE  AIK  COUPS 

Lieut.  Eenjamin  Mendez,  of  the  Colombian  Air  Force,  left  France  Field, 
panama  Canal  Zone,  for  his  home  field  on  December  27th  last,  after  having  been 
delayed  at  this  field  for  three  weeks,  during  which  time  his  plane,  a Falcon 
single  pontoon  seaplane,  was  given  a complete  overhaul.  The  damaged  fuselage, 
wings  and  pontoon  were  repaired,  the  motor  completely  overhauled  and  the  plane 
assembled  and  tested.  When  Lieut.  Mendez  left  France  Field  the  plane  was  in 
excellent  condition.  The  following  telegram  was  received  from  the  Colombian 
Government  upon  Lieut.  Mendez'  arrival  at  his  home  station: 

"Minister  of  Uar  sincerely  appreciates  information  of  accident  suffered 
by  Lieutenant  Mendez  in  that  port  and  thanks  you  for  your  generous  assistance 
and  reception  also  privilege  of  France  Field. 11 

- — 0O0 — — 

FRANCE  FIELD  PISTOL  TEAM  WINS  FIRST  HONORS 

The  France  Field  Pistol  Team,  consisting  of  1st  Lieut.  H. G . Crocker,  A . C . , 
Master  Sergeants  S.L.  Sorenson,  F.E.  Haney,  W.D.  Lucy,  Staff  Sergeant  L. 
Leocruatra  and  Private  S.  Sislock,  competed  in  the  Panama.  Canal  Department  Small 
Arms  Competition  at  Fort  Clayton,  C.Z.,  during  the  period  December  17th  to  21st, 
inclusive,  and  returned  to  their  station  with  the  honors,  having  taken  first 
place  in  the  team  match  and  two  gold  medals  for  individuals.  The  team  average 
was  461.6. 

— _o0o — — 

NEW  ROMPING  PLANE  FOR  AIR  CORPS 

The  Air  Corps  accepted  delivery  of  the  first  of  a new  series  of  35  bombing 
planes  manufactured  by  the  Keystone  Aircraft  Corporation  of  Dristol , Pa.  This 
huge  craft  is  powered  with  twin  Pratt  & Vb.Itnoy  "Hornet"  engines  of  525  h.p. 
each.  The  "Panther,"  as  it  is  called,  has  a wing  spread  of  75  feet  and  carries 
a load  of  2200  lbs.  It  Is  equipped  with,  five  machine  guns  for  protection 
against  enemy  planes  and  is  manned  by  a crow  of  five  men.  The  most  recent  de- 
velopment in  armament  equipment  is  one  of  the  outstanding,  features  of  this  new 
plane.  It  is  also  equipped  with  radio  receiving  and  sending  sets,  navigating 
and  landing  lights,  parachute  flares  and  the  latest  type  of  navigating  instru- 
ments, The  craft  weighs  6%  tons  and  has  a high  speed  of  about  125  m.p.h.  It  can 
remain  aloft  for  more  than  six  hours  at  a speed  of  more  than  100  miles  an  hour. 

— — oOo— 

CALIFORNIA  EXECUTIVE  COMMENDS  AIR  C0PP3  FLYERS 

Governor  C .C  . Young,  of  California,  recently  addressed  a communication  to 
the  Commanding  Officer  of  Crissy  Field,  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  com- 
mending the  services  of  Lieut.  Jos.  R.  Hargrove,  Air.  Reserve,  who  flew  over  the 
mountains  north  of  Clear  Lake  to  discover  the  whereabouts  of  four  students  from 
the  University  of  California  who  were  lost  in  the  snow.  The  letter  is  as 
follows : 

"Please  accept  my  sincere  thanks  ard  appreciation  for  the  splendid  coopera- 
tion rendered  in  locating  the  twin  "missing  couples  in  the  mountains  of  Lake 
County.  I have  just  learned  this  morning  that  they  have  been  found,  a little 
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hungry,  hut  otherwise  none  the  worse  for  wear  from  their  experience, 

I also  learned  that  it  was  due  chiefly  to  the  efforts  of  Lieut,  Hargrove, 
who  piloted  one  of  the  two  Army  planes,  yesterday,  that  their  trail  was  discover- 
ed which  speedily  led  to  their  being  found. 

The  promptness  with  which  you  responded  to  my  request  for  help  very  pro- 
bably saved  the  lives  of  these  young  people,  and  I bespeak  the  gratitude  of  their 
many  friends  and  relatives  for  the  invaluable  service  rendered  by  your  pilots'. 11 

0O0 

ROCXVELL  FIELD'S  PART  III  THE  FLIGHT  OF  THE  "QUESTION  MARK"  . 

By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 

Once  again  Rockwell  Field  cones  into  its  own,  and  on  New  Year's  Day,  1929; 
in  fact,  a few  days  prior  to  it,  were  the  busiest  the  field  has  known  since  the 
cessation  of  war  activities.  The  holiday  season  - Christmas  and  New  Year  - was 
observed  by  the  officers,  enlisted  personnel  and  civilian  personnel  of  the 
Rockwell  Air  Depot  in  carrying  out  many  duties  incident  to  the  endurance- 
refueling  flight  of  the  Question  Hark.  Working  day  and  night,  the  mechanics  of 
the  Rockwell  Air  Depot  put  the  finishing  touches  to  the  plane  and  motors . The 
take-off  was  on  New  Year's  day  at  the  Metropolitan  Airport , Van  Nays,  Calif. 

For  the  purpose  of  minor  repairs  to  the  motors  during  the  flight,  "cat- 
walks"  were  built  to  the  two  wing  motors,  and  on  these  "cat-walks"  Sergeant 
Hooe  was  scheduled  to  go  in  the  event  of  motor  trouble.  In  case  of  a stop,  it 
was  planned  to  nose  up  the  plane  to  slow  down  the  propeller  of  the  engine  which 
'was  mis-performing  and  throw  a heavy  rubber  shod  hook  around  the  propeller  to 
hold  it  still.  Sergeant  Hooe  was  to  wear  a parachute  and  lineman's  safety  belt, 
go  out  to  the  motor,  hook  on  to  it  with  his  belt  so  that  he  could  use  both  hands 
to  work  with,  and  replace  sparkplugs,  valve  springs,  or  anything  else  which 
might  be  necessary.  A special  tool  kit  was  also  carried  in  the  Question  Mark 
for  mid-air  repairs  only.  In  addition  to  the  above,  many  other  repairs  and 
changes  were  made  to  the  plane,  as  well  as  to  the  refueling  planes,  to  insure 
the  project  being  carried  out  successfully. 

A hot  New  Year's  day  dinner  was  transferred  to  Major  Spatz  and  his  crew 
of  the  Fokker  Transport.  Ground-crews  and  refueling  teams  stood  by  at  the 
three  stations. 

A more  fitting  way  to  obs-erve  the  beginning  of  a New  Year  could  not  be 
devised.  The  success  of  the  Question  Mark  means  another  undisputed  honor  for 
the  Air  Corps  of  the  United  States  Army. 

0O0 

AIR  TRAINING  FOR  VEST  POINT  CADETS 

Tentative  plans  of  the  Air  Corps  contemplate  the  use  of  five  primary  train- 
ing planes  with  ten  instructors  from  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  Duncan  Field, 
Texas,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  250  Cadets  of  the  United  States  Military 
Academy  training  at  Langley  Field,  Va. , from  June  17  to  July  3,  1929,  inclusive. 
Other  airplanes  from  nearby  stations  will  be  available  to  assist  in  this  wPrk. 

The  class  will  be  divided  into  three  sections  of  approximately  80  Cadets 
per  section.  It  is  proposed  to  give  each  cadet  three  hours  of  aerial  instruc- 
tion. 

oOo 

CIVIL  AVIATION  IN  ENGLAND 

Sir  Phillip  Sassoon,  British  Under  Secretary  for  Air,  recently  reported 
that  the  number  of  passenger  airplanes  which  have  current  certificates  of  air- 
worthiness, are  owned  by  British  companies  and  are  operated  in  or  from-  Great 
Britain  on  air  transport  work,  taxi  work  or  pleasure  flights,  is  52.  He  fur- 
ther stated  that  109,569  passengers  were  reported  as  carried  by  these  companies 
in  England  or  between  England  and  the  continent  in  1927,  the  average  for  three 
years  being  95,316,  There  are  in  England  35  licensed  civil  airdromes  and,  in 
addition,  43  Royal  Air  Force  airdromes  available  in  an  emergency. 

oOo 
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NOTES  FROM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 
- — 0O0- — 

Camp  Nichols,  Rizal,  P.I.,  Dec. 6,  1328. 

Plight  11  Blf , 2nd  Observation  Squadron:  Practice  bombing  was  the  main  issue 
for  the  past  month  with  reference  to  the  Tactical  Training  Schedule  of  1928-29 . 
Staff  Sgts.  Wedeman  and  King  claim  to  he  the  .most  accurate  aerial  score  keepers 
in  the  Air  Corps.  From  past  experience,  they  should  he. 

DH  No  . 32093  just  went  through  the  mill  and  came  out  looking  like  a new 
limousine.  She  was  remodeled  to  enter  the  field  of  tow  target  ferrying. 

Hess,  the  golfer,  is  right  on  the  joh.  He  made  the  circuit  last  week  in 
120  strokes.  Think  it  was  the  fault  of  his  "Shorts”.  They  exposed  too  much 
freckled  knee . 

Headquarters,  4th  Composite  Croup:  Capt.  Charles  A.  pursley  made  his  first 
cross-country  flight  to  neighboring  islands-  since  his  arrival  in  the  Philippine. 
He  flew  a Martin  Eomber  to  the  Mindoro  Sugar  plantation,  San  Jose.  He  reports 
a very  interesting  flight  and  week  end  visit,  puring  this  trip,  Cant .pursley 
used  four  modes  of  transportation,  namely;  Airplane,  motor  car,  railroad  and 
horseback.  On  the  next  trip  he  expects  to  ride  a carabao. 

The  purchase  of  a new  Columbia  Vivi-tonal  phonograph  and  sixteen  wicker 
chairs  tends  to  liven  up  our  day  room  and  will  be  another  reason  "Why  Boys 
Stay  Home”. 

Pvt.  A. F. Long,  popularly  known  as  "Pop"  wqs  discharged  last  week.  Of 
course,  he  re-enlisted  the  next  day,  for  the  outfit  could  not  afford  to  lose 
their  most  popular  cook. 

Sgt . Richard  Gleason  arrived  this  week  on  the  "Meigs"  as  replacement  for 
Sgt . Worth. 

The  Headquarters  Mess  had.  a very  successful  Thanksgiving  dinner  with 
several  "Officers,  non-coms,  and  their  families  attending. 

Pvt.  Kerr  was  relieved  from  his  duties  in  the  Camp  Nichols  Post  Exchange. 
He  will  take  the  examination  soon  for  a commission  in  the  Regular  Army. 

Pvt.  Ursin  Leche,  recently  discharged  from  the  Medical  Corps  at  Sternberg 
General  Hospital,  re-enlisted  in  the  Air  Corps. 

66th  Service  Squadron;  Staff  Sgt.  Jasper  E.  Lindsey  was  on  furlough  the 
past  month  viewing  the  sights  of  China  and  Japan. 

Staff  Sgt.  George  S.  Lane  has  been  detailed  to  Camp  John  Hay  as  Mess 
Sergeant  for  the  next  six  months. 

Clark  Field,  Camp  Stotscnburg,  P.I.,  Dec.  6,1928 : 

2nd  Observation  Squadron;  Communications  practice  with  Fort  McKinley, 
continued  throughout  the  month  of  November,  varied  with  Army -Navy  Communication 
problems,  cross-country  flights  and  special  missions. 

Brig. -General  Hatch,  commanding  the  Harbor  Defenses,  made  his  first  air- 
plane flight  from  this  station  during  the  month.  The  General  expressed  his 
enjoyment  and  gives  promise  of  becoming  an  enthusiast. 

The  Navy  planes  attached  to  the  "Jason",  with  station  at  Olongopo,  threw 
a party  for  officers  from  this  station  early  in  November.  We  went  by  air  and 
can  make  no  criticism  of  the  welcome  afforded  - barbecued  pig  and  what  goes 
with  it.  Oh  Boyl  Bailerinas  and  everything! 

The  fun  of  the  month  was  concentrated  in  the  2nd  Annual  Kindley  Kids  Kar- 
nival,  held  Thanksgiving  eve  at  the  Corregidor  Club.  All  the  lads,  lassies 
and  infants  in  arms  (with  their  nursing  bottles)  attended.  We  had  the  Ambas- 
sador Orchestra  from  one  of  the  President  boats,  and  those  boys  could  play. 

Our  Tnanksgiving  celebration  was  combined  with  Organization  Day.  Every 
one  attended  the  noonday  feast  and  no  one  left  hungry.  In  the  afternoon  the 
squadron  gathered  at  the  patio,  where  an  orchestra  and  San  Miguel  combined  to 
furnish  entertainment. 

This  squadron  claims  the  honor  of  being  the  first  to  meet  Capt.  Cave- 
Brown-Cave  and  the  rest  of  the  British  Far  Eastern  Flight  when  they  arrived 
from  Hong'.  Kong.  Manila  was  thrown  wide  open  to  them  and  their  week  with  us 
in  the  Islands  was  filled  with  activities.  The  officers  of  the  4th  Composite 
Group,  Air  Corps,  gave  a luncheon  for  the  British  Flyers  at  the  Army  & Navy 
Club,  November  10th. 
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Oar  fleet,  until  now  consisting1 of  the  "Marjorie"  and  the  "Osprey",  has 
heen  augmented.  Lieut.  Dairidson  purchased  a Lanca.  It  has  everything  in  it 
but  the  squadron  stove,  le  are  still  awaiting  the  launching. 

Tie  lost  Sgt . Major  Krogstad  during  the  month  by  transfer  to  the  28th  Bom- 
bardment Squadron.  Cpl.  Gibbs  has  stepped  into  his  shoes. 

Athletics  have  come  so  far  to  the  front  that  they  are  going  to  warrant 
lots  of  space  in  the  next  hews  Letter. 

Oh,  Yes  - the  typhoon.  We  had  a real  one  in  November  and  portions  of  roof- 
ing, chimneys,  screening,  etc.,  sailed  out  over  the  China  Sea.  But  it  was  a lot 
of  fun. 

r :t»  . .i  : . / ‘i  ;*  y , . - ••• . 

Snd  Bombardment  Group,  Langley  Field,  Va. , January  14th . 

This  month  the  Group  has  suffered  severe  losses  in  its  officer  personnel, 
both  by  deaths  and  transfers,  - a most  unlucky  beginning  for  the  new  year. 

Lieut.  Ward  J.  Davies,  of  the  20th  Bombardment  Squadron,  departed  with  his 
family  for  Kelly  Field,  last  week.  He  will  take  the  instructors1  course  and 
then  proceed  to  March  Field,  Cal.,  reporting  on  the  5th  of  March.  "Good-bye, 
Skipper,  and  good  luck". 

Lieut.  Dale  D . Fisher,  96th  Bombardment  Squadron,  also  left  us  last  week 
for  Kelly  Field,  but  he,  too,  departed  with  a "family".  However,  his  family 
consisted  cf  only  one,  his  young  bride,  formerly  Miss  Frances  Major,  of  Wash- 
ington. The  young  couple  were  married  in  Washington  during  the  Christmas 
Holidays.  • Best  wishes  to  the  bride  and  groom  from  the  entire  Group.  "Happy 
landings,  Dale,  and  remember  Dodd  Hall  Days!" 

Lieut.  Osca.r  P.  Hebert , A.  C . , 96th  Bombardment  Squadron,  was  discharged 
from  the  service  on  December  26,1928. 

Orders  came  in4,  the  other  day  for  the  transfer  of  Capt . Ernest  Clark, A. C . , 
commanding  officer  of  the  59th  Service  Squadron  to  Bolling  Field,  effective 
March  5th.  Five. 'officers  gone  in  two  weeks'  timet  At  this  rate  the  non-coms 
of  the  Group  will  have  to  be  prepared  to_ take  command. 

Seven  of  our  LB-5As  are  still  out  of  commission  awaiting  their  new  tails, 
so  the  Group  is  still  flying  0-lls , A-3s  and  AT -5s  borrowed  from  the  A.C.T.S. 
However,  two  LB-5As  have  been  returned  and  are  being  flown  to  the  limit. 

San  Antonio  Air  Depnt,  Duncan  Field,  San  Antonio , Texas,  Jan.4,1929 . 

The  annual  Christmas  Entertainment  at  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  for  the 
children  under  ten  years  old  of  the  Duncan  Field  personnel,  was  held  in  the  Post 
Recreational  Hall,  under 'the  auspices  of  the  Duncan  Field  Civilian  Club,  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  December  22nd.  True  to  his  regular  custom,  Santa  Claus 
paid  us  a special  visit  by  airplane  for  this  occasion,  and  this  Christmas  he 
added  another  modern  touch  by  floating  down  from  the  skies  in  a parachute. 
Furthermore,  as  this  was  the  first  parachute  jump  made  by  Lieut.  Norman  D. 

Brophy  (we  mean  Santa  Claus) , a memorable  thrill  was  given  to  the  festivities. 
Santa  came  down  neatly,  with  the  nonchalance  of  an  old  hand  at  the  game  and 
found  400  children  breathlessly  awaiting  him.  Capt.  Otto  G.  Trunk  made  a very 
jolly  and  efficient  double  fdr  Santa  at  the  Christmas  tree,  with  snow  white 
whiskers  and  hair,  topped  by  helmet  and  goggles  (although  to  the  children,  of 
course,  it  was  the  same  Santa);  and  there  were  delightful  presents  and  candy 
for  all  the  little  ones. 

The  New  Years'  Holiday  passed  quietly  at  this  Post.  On  New  Year's  Day 
Lieut . -Colonel  and  Mrs.  Mars  were  at  home  to  the  officers  and  ladies  of  the 
Depot  from  11:00  o'clock  to  12:00  noon. 

Notification  was  received  of  the  promotion  of  1st  Lieut.  Frederic  B. 
Wieners, A. C . , of  this  Depot,  to  the  grade  of  Captain,  A.C.,  with  rank  from 
November  17,  1928.  The  congratulations  of  the  personnel  of  this  Depot  are 
extended  to  him. 

On  January  1st,  Capt.  Lewis  B.  Massie , Quartermaster  Corps,  who  has  been 
at  his  home  awaiting  retirement  since  Sept.  1st,  was  retired  from  active  ser- 
vice, at  San  Antonio,  upon  his  own  application,  after  more  than  thirty  years' 
service.  Capt.  Massie  is  residing  at  the  present  time  in  San  Antonio,  and  has 
the  sincere  wishes  of  his  n&ny  friends  in  this  vicinity  in  his  well  earned 
retirement. 
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Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Cal.,  Jan,  3rd . 


The  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  11th  Bombardment  Squadron  and  Headquarters, 

7th  Bombardment  Group,  observed  their  first  Christmas  at  Rockwell  Field.  Elab- 
orate turkey  dinners,  with  all  the  trimmings,  were  served  in  the  squadron  mess 
halls,  at  which  the  officers  and  their  families  were  guests.  Following  the 
feasts  varied  forms  of  entertainment  were  presented. 

To  a great  many  of  the  men,  Christmas  without  snow,  was  a distinct  novelty. 
However,  that  mythical  bewhiskered  gentleman  "Santa  Claus"  must  have  swapped 
his  reindeer  and  sleigh  for  more  "California"  methods  of  transportation,  be- 
cause no  one  on  Rockwell  Field  was  forgotten  when  the  gifts  were  distributed. 

The  enlisted  men  were  not  dismayed  by  the  lack  of  fire  places  - "G.I."  socks 
by  the  dozens  decorated  the  gas  heaters  in  the  tents,  and  the  owners  were  not 
disappointed  when  they  rolled  out  long  before  revielle  on  Christmas  morning. 

Six  applicants  appeared  at  Rockwell  Field,  December  17-22,  192S,  and  were 
examined  by  the  Board  authorized  to  conduct  examinations  for  appointment  in 
the  Regular  Army,  Air  Corps.  The  applicants  who  took  the  examination  were 
second  Lieutenants,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  on  a yearrs  active  duty  at  Rockwell  Fiel 

Eleven  applicants  appeared  at  Rockwell  Field,  Dec.  11,  1928,  for  examina- 
tion as  appointment  as  Flying  Cadet. 

Mr.  Victor  J.  Myers,  of  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  reported  at  Rockwell 
Air  Depot,  during  December,  for  purpose  of  instructing  personnel  at  the  Depot 
in  methods  used  at  San  Antonio  Depot  in  overhauling  Wright  Type  "E"  engine 
cylinders . 

Lieut.  Francis  B.  Valentine,  Air  Corps,  Rost  Athletic  Officer,  left  this 
station,  December  22,  1928,  for  four  months'  temporary  duty  at  Wright  Field, 
Ohio,  for  purpose  of  pursuing  course  in  aerial  navigation. 

War  Department  orders  were  received  assigning  1st  Lieut.  Charles  E. 
Stafford,  Quartermaster  Corps,  to  Rockwell  Field,  as  Assistant  to  the  post 
Quartermaster,  Capt . Honker. 

Lieut,  and  Mrs.  John  If.  Nissley,  announce  the  arrival  of  a daughter, 
Beverly,  on  December  29,  1928,  at  Coronado,  Cal. 

Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  January  16th . 

General  Italo  Balbo , the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Air  cf  the  Italian 
Government,  with  his  staff,  visited  Kelly  Field  cn  December  28th.  All  avail- 
able airplanes  were  on  the  line  for  inspection.  The  General  was  very  much 
interested  in  the  training  system  of  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School. 

The  elusive  wild  game  about  these  parts  is  being  rapidly  thinned  out,  due 
to  the  expert  markmanship  of  the  Kelly  officers.  Deer  have  been  brought  in 
by  Major  and  Mrs.  Tinker  (one  buck,  but  there  is  still  some  argument  as  to 
which  shot  proved  fatal),  Captain  McDaniel,  Captain  Jervey,  Lieuts.  Weyland, 
Smith  and  Thompson.  Turkeys  and  wild  ducks  have  been  brought  in  in  great 
numbers  by  others . 

The  Air  Corps  Women's  Club  gave  a cabaret  at  the  Aviation  Club  on  the 
evening  of  December  7th.  The  entertainment  started  at  8:00  P.M.  and  consisted 
of  many  numbers  of  well  performed  local  talent.  The  Club  was  beautifully  dec- 
orated with  Spanish  moss,  streamers  and  balloons.  A stage  was  constructed  at 
one  end  of  the  room  and  was  decorated  with  flowers  and  greens.  A black  curtain 
painted  in  blue  to  resenble  a sky  scene,  added  to  the  color  of  the  setting. ; 
Tables  were  arranged  about  the  hall  where  many  dinner  parties  were  gathered. 

The  club  resembled  the  interior  of  a Hew  York  night  club.  Dancing  was  enjoyed 
between  the  acts.  / 

Lieut.  Westside  T.  Larson,  A.C.,  left  December  23rd  for  the  east  to  ferry 
a new  Fokker  transport  to  Kelly  Field. 

Lieut.  Harold  A.  Wheaton,  A.C.,  reported  for  duty  at  Kelly  Field  freed 
Langley  Field  on  January  3d.  ; 

Lieuts.  Thomas  W.  Blackburn  and  John  M.  McDonnell  received  orders  for 
transfer  to  the  Philippine  Department,  to  sail  from  S&n  Francisco  on  or  about 
March  9,  1929. 

Although  Kelly  Field  did  not  win  the  Army  League  football  championship, 
it  placed  four  men  on  the  All-Army  Football  League  Team.  The  men  from  Kelly 
Field  selected  for  this  team  were;  Biginskik  left  guard,  Hollowell,  center; 
Mulynzak,  quarterback;  and  McKinney,  left  back.  The  Kelly  team  made  a wonder- 
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ful  showing  this  year,  losing  hit  two  games  - one  to  Brooks  Field  a.nd  the  other 
to  the  champion  23rd  Infantry,  holding  the  latter  to  a 7-6  score'.  A great  deal 
of  credit  is  due  Lieut.  Pat  Booker,  team  coach.  With  nothing  hut  new  material 
to  work  on,  he  whipped  the  team  into  such  sha.pe  that  it  was  at  all  times  a dan- 
gerous opponent.  This  year  it  proved  a strong  contender  for  the  championship, 
hat  with  the  same  team  next  year,  it  is  Believed  that  the  championship  of  the 
Army  League  will  come  to  Kelly  Field. 

Lieut . Harold  S.  George,  A.C.,  spent  a few  days  at  Kelly  Field  recently  as. 
the,  guest  of  Lieut.  B.S.  Thompson,  A.C. 

Lieut.  William  S.  Gravely,  A.C.,  for  the  past  two  weeks  enjoyed  the  dis- 
tinction of  "being  the  ranking  first  lieutenant  on  the  promotion  list  of  the 
Army.  However,  he  has  lost  this  distinction  and  is  now  the  ’’goat”  Captain. 

Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery,  Ala . , January  15th . 

The  22nd  Observation  Squadron,  Fourth  Photo  Section,  with  Medical  Detach- 
ment, less  necessary  guard  and  details,  departed  on  December  3rd  in  trucks  with 
full  equipment  on  the  annual  field  maneuver's.  Camp  was  pitched  on  the  banks 
of  the  Coosa  River,  seven  miles  east  of  Verbena,  Ala.  The  troops  returned  from 
the  maneuvers  on  the  8th. 

Lieut s.  DLL.  Cote  and  Reuben  Kyle,  Jr.,  departed  on  December  13th  in  two 
02-Hs  for,  Hew  Orleans,  La.,  for  the  purpose  of  ferrying  Col.  Williams  and  Maj . 
B.  Molter,  of  the  Reserves,  over  the  State  of  Lousiana,  in  connection  with 
Reserve  Officers'  Association  activities. 

On  Dec.  19th,  Major  Carl  Spatz,  A .C.,  and  Capt . Ira  Eaker,  A.C.,  landed 
in  the  "QTJS5TI0N  MARK"  Army  airplane,  which  started  its  famous  endurance  teso 
on  the  Pacific  Coast  on  the  first  of  the  year.  Capt.  Hoyt  and  Lieut.  Quesada, 
who  were  in  the  refueling  plane  accompanying  the  "QUESTION  MARK"  on  this  trip, 
also  stopoed  en  route . 

Lieut.  Leonard  Flo,  of  the  Reserves,  landed  at  Maxwell  Field  on  Dec.  l?th 
from  Jacksonville,  Fla.,.en  route  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.  He  was  on  his  return 
trip  from  southern  Florida  to  his  home  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  He  was  forced  so 
land  in  Florida  on  his  attempted  non-stop  flight  from  Canada,  to  Cuba. 

Lieuts.  Byron  A.  Glover  and  Lindsay  M.  Baswell,  Air  Reserve,  on  a yearns 
active  duty  at  Maxwell  Field,  spent  Christmas  in  their  home  at  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Lieuts.  N.L.  Cote  and  Reuben  Kyle,  Jr.,  spent  the  Christmas  holidays  with 
friends  and  relatives  in  Columbus,  Ga,. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Christmas  Eve  all  children  of  the  officers,  enlistee 
men  and  civilian  employees  were  entertained  at  the  Officers'  Club  with  a 
Christmas  tree,  Santa  Claus  distributing  presents  to  all  the  kiddies.  In  tfcs 
evening  the  officers  and  their  wives  had  Christmas  Eve  Dinner  at  the  Officers' 
Club.  After  dinner  those  present  were  entertained  by  a minstrel,  composed  of 
Capt.  Donald  P.  Muse,  Capt.  R.J.  Platt,  Lieuts.  R-C.  Wriston,  M'.C.  Woodbury  and 
W.H.  McArthur,  with  musical  accompaniment s by  Mrs.  W-R.  Weaver  and  Mrs.  D.?. 
Muse.  After  the  show,  everybody  gathered  around  the  Christmas  tree  and  pres- 
ents were  distributed  by  Capt.  Platt.  Christmas  afternnon,  Major  and  Mrs.  W.H. 
Weaver  had  open  house  and  served  tea  to  the  officers  and  their  wives  calling 
during  the  afternoon. 

San  Antoni o Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  January  16,  1929 . 

Lieut.  Alfred  J.  Lyon,  A.C.,  of  the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Division,  Wright 
Field,  was  a,  visitor  at  this  Depot  from  January  5th  to  15th,  on  temporary  duty 
supervising  the  initial  operation  of  the  new  electrical  heat  treating  furnace 
recently  installed  at  this  Depot.  He  left  here  for  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot  on 
the  same  mission. 

Lieut.  Harry  Weddington,  A.C . , on  duty  with  the  Organized  Reserves  at  I-rve 
Field,  Dallas,  Texas,  paid  a visit  to  this  Depot  on  January  7th,  accompanied 
by  Lieut.  Arthur  J.  Reinhart,  Air  Reserve,  on  active  duty  at  Love  Field.  In 
civilian  life,  Lieut.  Reinhart  is  Street  Commissioner  of  the  Dallas  Municipal 
Government,  and  is  an  enthusiastic  worker  in  the  cause  of  aviation. 

Among  the  recent  visitors  to  this  Depot  were  Lieut.  Myron  R.  Wood,  A. 2., 
of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  and  Lieuts.  Bushrod  Hoppin  ana 
Louis  M.  Merrick,  of  Bolling  Field,  accompanied  by  Captain  Malcolm  G.  Grow,M.C. 
of  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  and  Sgt . Paul  Payne , of  Bolling  Field,  delivering 
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one  of  the  new  Fokker  C-2-A  three  engined,  jobs  on  & Coast-to-Coast  flight  from 
the  factory  in  Nevv  Jersey  to  Rockwell  Field,  'Cal.  The  plane  was  piloted  by 
Lieut.  Merrick,  and  they  arrived  here  January  loth,  continuing  their  flight  on 
the  12th.  Lieut.  Wood  was  greeted  by  a host  of  old  friends  here,  he  having 
been  our  former  Depot  Supply-  Officer. 

Lieut.  Charles  E.  Branshaw,  A.C.,  was  assigned  to  this  Depot,  by  transfer 
from  Brooks  Field,  on  January  13th.  Lieut.  Branshow  is  welcomed  back  into  our 
midst.  He  was  formerly  on  duty  at  this  Depot  (from  July,  1921  to  June, 1924), 
and  was  placed  on  duty  in  his  old  position,  that  of  Chief. Engineer  Officer. 
Conversely,  the  Depot  regrets  losing  Lieut.  Arthur  ¥,  Ve.naman,  A.C.,  our  pre- 
ceding Chief  Engineer  Officer  -who  was  transferred  to  Brooks  Field  on  January 
13th.  Lieut.  Vanaman  was  a member  of  this  command  from  January,  1925,  and 
carries  with  him  to  his  new  post  the  best  wishes  of  the  personnel  of  the  Depot. 

During  the  month  of  December,  1928,  the  Engineering  Department  of  the 
Depot  turned  out  the  following  production  in'  overhaul  and  repair  of  airplanes 
and.  engines:-  Airplanes:  1 DH-4M-1,  6 DH-4M-2,  1-  DH-4M-2p,  3 DH-4M-2T,  1 PT-1, 

1 AT -4,  1 A-3,  2 02-H,  1 02-K,  1 02-M4,  Total,  18  airplanes;  Engines:  1 Liberty, 
10  Wright  E,  6 Aright  J.-5,  6 Curtiss  D-12,  Total,  23  engines. 

Langley  Field,  Hamnton,  Va  . , January- 23rd . 

Air  Cor-ps  Tactical  School:  The  per iod  embracing  January  2 to  January  15, 
both  dates  inclusive,  was  devoted  to  Attack:  Flying"  Training  under  the  direction 
of  Capt.  George  C.  Kenney,  Air  Corps.  Durin  thi s course  the  new  type  machine 
guns,  which  are  installed  in  the.  lower  wings' of  the  Curt iss  A-3  type  airplane- s , 
are  being  used  for  the  first  time  by  students  in  the  school.  Student  Observers 
are  also  receiving  instructions  and  training  on  the  flexible  machine  guns  used 
in  conjunction  with  the  attack  training. 

The  Second  Bombardment  Group  has  been  using  the  Curtiss  AT -5  and  0-11  air- 
planes of  this  organization  in  the  foiencon  of  each  day  during  the  above  period 
to  carry  on  their  regular  training  schedule  as  a' substitution  for  the  LB-5 
Bombers  which  are  being  reconditioned  at  this  time.' 

Inclement  weather  retarded  flying  operations  to  a certain  extent  during 
the  above  ueriod. 

20th  Bombardment  Squadron:  Between  the  first  and  middle  of  January,  the 
§0th  Squadron  performed  its  usual  operations.  There  was  some  deviation  from 
the  usual  routine  after  the  taking  over  of  command  by  Captain  George  M.  Palmer. 

Captain  Pa.lmer  served  in  the  Group  once  before.  He  is  one  of  the  best 
known  of  the  "old  timers".  He  commanded  the  Second  Day  Bombardment  0-roup  at 
Kelly  Field  back  in  the  days  when  this  Group  and  the  First  Pursuit  0-roup  were 
just  about  the  whole  Air  Service.  He  is  one  of  the  most  popular  commanders  in 
the  Air  Corps,  because  of  his  thorough  knowledge  of  practical  flying  and  the 
necessary  airdrome  organization  connected  with  it.  He  is  one  of  the  few  war 
time  instructors  who  has  not  resigned. 

Capt.  Palmer, or  "Jack",  as  he  is  universally  known,  recently  reported  to 
Langley  Field  upon  completion  of  a long  detail*. with  the  Minnesota  National  Guard. 

The  Chemical  Warfare  School  at  Fdgewood  Arsenal  claims  another  officer  from 
the  organization.  Lieut.  A. H.  Johnson  received  orders  to  report  to  this  school 
for  a ten  week  period,  starting  February  11th. 

During  this  period  the  Squadron  lost  another  pilot,  Lieut.  Ward  J.  Davies, 
who  was  transferred  to  March  Field,  Calif,  He  will  stop  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
en  route  to  attend  the  instructors'  coarse  now  required  before  a pilot  is  in- 
trusted with  discretionary  power  of  determining  "inherent  flying  ability"  in 
students  of  the  primary  schools. 

All  men  of  the  Squadron  desire  it  to  be  recorded  that  Lieut.  Davies  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  officers  serving  in.  the  20th  Squadron  at  Langley  Field. 
Lieut.  Davies  acted  in  the  capacity  of  Operations  Officer,  Adjutant  and  Supply 
Officer,  and  he  demonstrated  his  great  ability  as  a pilot. 

Lieut.  Martin  is  assigned  to  the  Squadron  for  flying  only]:  having  been 
transferred  to  the  59th  Squadron  for  duty. 

The  following  cross-country  trips  were  performed  by  pilots  of  this  Squad- 
ron: Lieut.  Burnside  to  Pone  Field  and  return;  Lieut.  Martin  to  Bolling  Field; 
Captain  Palmer,  Lieut.  Hammond  and  Lieut.  Blaufuss  (as  pilot)  had  a rather 
eventful  trip  to  New  York  in  the  Cr-2  Transport,  bad  weather  preventing  their 
expected  return  for  several  days. 
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Sgt.  Sprakle  was  discharged  and  returned  to  his  home  at  Punxsatawney , pa. 

The  Squadron  grave  him  a rousing  send-off  at  the  Old  Point  dock,  where  he  hoarded 
the  boat  for  Baltimore. 

59th  Service  Squadron:  Capt . Ernest  Clark  has  been  sick  in  quarters  since 
January  9,  1929.  and  2nd  Lieut , George  R Geer  assumed  command. 

2nd  Lieut.  Emery  J.  Martin,  Air  Reserve,  was  transferred  to  this  organiza- 
tion on  January  11th,  from  the  20th  Bombardment  Squadron. 

Ninety-Sixth  Bombardment  Squad bon;  Lieut.  Hackman  flew  an  AT -5  to  Pine hurst, 
N.C . , on  January  5th,  returning  on  the  7th. 

Lieut.  Schmidt  went  to  Norfolk  to  purchase  equipment  for  the  Squadron 
Basketball.  Team. 

Lieut.  Agee  accompanied  Mrs.  Dean  Y.  Johnston  to  San  Antonie.  He  returned 
on  January  13th . 

Lieut.  Beaton  holds  record  for  Tow  Target  Gunnery,  and  Lieut.  Schmidt  high 
score  in  the  preliminaries. 

The  Squadron  purchased  three  large  clocks  for  use  in  the  Barracks,  Recre- 
ation Room  and  Operations  Office,  respectively.  Mr . Sgt . Randle  re -enlisted  6n 
the  4th.  The  Squadron  School  for  Armament  and  Radio  seems  to  be  a huge  success. 
This  is  due  to  Mr.  Sgt.  Budoff  and  Cpl.  Mishmash.:  From  December  20th  to  Janu- 
ary 12th,  the  96th  Squadron  had  the  only  LB-5A  in  commission  in  the  entire  Group. 
The  Squadron  Progress  Chart  is  rapidly  nearing  completion. 

Nineteenth  Airship  Company:  Our  schedule  of  training  for  the  year  1929 
began  January  4tb,  when  several  test  and  training  flights  were  made.  An  inten- 
sive program  for  the  year  has  been  drawn  up,  covering  all  phases  of  Lighter-than- 
Air  work  and  which  will  have  an  important  bearing  on  the  future  of  Lighter-than- 
Air  in  the  Army. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  two  demonstration  flights  were  made  for  Coast  Ar- 
tillery Officers  in  connection  with  future  maneuvers  of  Airships  with  the  Coast 
Artillery. 

On  the  same  day  two  photographic  missions  were  made  over  Hampton  Roads  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  pictures  of  the  Battle  Fleet.  Pictures  were  obtained  of 
the  Fleet  lying  at  anchor  and  also  .of  the  Destroyer  Fleet  moving  cut  to  sea  ir. 
formation . 

On  the  11th  two  reconnaissance  missions  over  Western  Shore  of  the  Chesa- 
peake were  carried  out,  these  flights  being  also  in  the  nature  of  training 
flights  for  aircraft  crews. 

On  the  14th  two  flights  for  training  of  pilots  and  aircraft  crews  were 
made.  Lieut. -Col.  Jacob  W.S.  Wuest,  Commanding  Officer  of  Langley  Field,  uilot- 
ed  the  "TC-5-251,t  on  one  of  these  flights. 

During  the  next  week  it  is  contemplated  making  an  extended  reconnaissance 
flight  to  Washington,  D.C.,  and  a-  coast  patrol  and  training  communication  flight 
to  Naval  Air  Station,  Lake hurst , N.J.;  also  a flight  to  Aberdeen  Proving  Ground, 
former  station  of  the  18th  Airship  Company,  is  being  considered.  If  this  flight 
is  made,  the  ship  will  be  housed  over  night  in  the  airship  hangar  at  Aberdeen 
and  will  possibly  take  part  in  maneuvers  with  the  Ordnance  Department. 

The  Corrroany  Soccer  Team,  State  Champions  last  year,  are  again  out  in  front 
and  are  showing  the  Peninsula  Soccer  fans  just  bow  the  game  should  be  played. 

The  Team  has  lost  only  one  game  this  year,  this  due  in  part  to  absence  of  sev- 
eral of  the  mainstays  of  the  team.  The  schedule  for  the  Post  Basketball  League 
was  postponed,  due  to  the  prevalence  of  "Flu"  on  the  Post,  it  being  necessary 
to  take  over  the  "Gym"  as  an  annex  to  the  Hospital.  However,  the  "Flu11  is  on 
the  wane  now  and  the  League  will  possibly  start  the  first  of  February,  The  19th, 
20th,  49th  and  A.C.T.S.  all  have  very  strong  teams. 

France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  January  10th. 

During  the  month  of  December,  1st  Lieut s.  Ward  F.  Robinson,  Donald  F . 

Fritch  and  James  M,  Fitzmaurice  arrived  at  this  station  for  tours  of  foreign 
service . 

Staff  Sgt.  Nels  Swanson  arrived  at  this  station  from  Bolling  Field  as  re- 
placement for  Staff  Sgt.  Prince  and,  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  understood 
that  he  is  an  e xceptionally  good  baseball  player,  he  was  welcomed  with  open  arms, 
as  France  Field  is  now  engaged  in  the  annual  baseball  games  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
Baseball  League,  and  every  good  player  is  welcomed  in  the  team. 

Last  but  not  least,  the  Post  welcomed  the  arrival  of  the  assignment  of 
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twelve  02-H  Observation  planes.  Work  was  immediately  started  assembling  these 
planes,  due  to  the  shortage  of  observation  planes  at  this  station  and  it  is 
necessary  to  get  the  observation  Squadron  fully  equipped  before  the  beginning 
of  the  combined  Army  and  Navy  Maneuvers. 

Mitchel  Field,  hong  Island , N.Y.,  January  11th . 

The  second  fire  within  th<.  month  made  its  appearance  during  the  night, 
as  usual.  The  damage  was  confined  to  the  boiler  room  of  the  newly  occupied 
Quartermaster  barracks,  and  from  the  volume  of  steam  and  smoke  seemed  to  have 
done  more  damage  than  was  later  found  to  have  actually  occurred. 

Heated  hangars  being  at  a premium  at  Mitchel  Field,  it  may  he  Spring 
before  the  99th  Observation  Squadron  gets  its  full  quota  of  planes  and  is 
assigned  a hangar.  Meantime,  0-lls  on  the  post  have  been  set  aside  for  their 
use,  these  planes  being  maintained  by  mechanics  from  the  new  outfit. 
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The  chief  purpose  o'f  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  .personnel  in  the  .Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  National 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation.  . . 
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SENATE  PASSES  'ARMY'  PROMO  TI0N:3ILL 

The  Senate,  on  February  16tli',  passed  the  Bill  S.  3259,  providing  for  the 
promotion  of  officers  of  the  Army. ' In  bringing  up  the  bill,  Senator  Reed  stated: 
that  the  Senate  was  aware  of  the  state  of  dissatisfaction  existing  because  of 
the  creation  of  the  single  promotion  list  which  resulted  in  6,000  officers  being 
taken  in  at  once  with  substantially  the . same  amount  of  commissioned'  experience. 

Asserting  that  there  had  been  on  the  calendar  of  the  Senate  for  more  than 
a year  two  bills  (one  sponsored  by.  Mr . Black) , each ' representing  a different 
method  of  dealing  with  the  promotion  situation,  both  of  which  had  been  reported 
out  of  the  Military  Committee  by  a scant  majority,  Senator  Reed  stated:  "It  was 
perfectly  evident  that  our  opposition  to  one  another's  ideas  was  going  to  prevent 
relief  to  that  great  throng  of  officers  who,  when  they  came  into  the  Army,  were 
rightfully  encouraged  to  look  for  reasonable  promotion  during  their  service. 
Matters  reached  such  an  impasse  that  finally  the  Secretary  of  War  came  before  us 
to  appeal  to  us  to  drop  all  of  our  smaller  differences  and  try  to  agree  upon  some 
proper  measure  of  promotion  based  moon  length  of  service,  and  not  upon  waiting 
for  one's  predecessor  on  the  promotion  list  to  die  or  resign  or  retire. 

I want  to  say  on  behalf  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama  (Mr,  Black)  and  those 
Senators  who  agreed  with  him  that  they  have  met  u.s.  most  fairly,  and  I am  happy 
now  to  be  able  to  report  unanimously  to.  the  Senate  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  amendments  to  the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the.  bill  (S  .3269)  providing 
for.  the  advancement  on  the  retired  list  of  the  Army  of  Hunter  Liggett  and  Robert 
L.  Bullard,  major  generals,  United  States  Army,  retired." 

The  amendments  reported  by  ,the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  Senate  Bill  3269  were  read, as  follows: 

That  the  aggregate  number  of  commissioned  officers  of  the  Regular  Army  and 
Philippine  Sc.outs  on  the.  active  list  shall  not  exceed  the  number  now  or  hereafter 
expressly  authorized  by  law,  and  all  such  officers,  except  officers  of  the 
.Medical  Department,  chaplains.,  and  .professors.,  shall  be  designated  as  promotion- 
list  officers.  The  number  of  promotion-list  officers  in  each  of  the  .grades  below 
brigadier,  general  shall  be. • such  as  result's  from  the  operation  of  the  promotion 
system  prescribed  in  this  act,  and  shall  not  be.  otherwise  limited:  provided, That 
except  as  otherwise  in  this  act  prescribed,  .the  aggregate  number  of  promotion- 
list  colonels  and  lieutenant-colonels  shall  not  exceed  15  percent  and  the  .number 
of  promo  t ion- lis;t  field  officers  shall  not  be  less  than  26  per  cent,  of  the  maxi- 
mum aggregate  number  of  promotion-: list  officers  authorized  by  law. 

Sec.  2,  That  all  promotions  under  this  act  shall  be  subject  to  such  exam- 
ination as  shall  have  been  required  by  authority  of  law.  Promotion-list  offi- 
cers in  the  grades  of  second  lieutenant,  first  lieutenant,  captain,  major,  and 
lieutenant  colonel  shall , except  as  otherwise  prescribed,  in  this  act,'  be  promot- 
ed to  the  respective  next  higher  grade,  when  their,  names  apoear  first  in  their 
grade  upon  the ‘promotion  list  ,■  and  when,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  they 
are  credited  with  3,  10,  15,  20,  and  26  years,  of  service , respectively.  The 
promotion  of  majors  credited. with  20  years  of  service  .shall  be  deferred  so  long 
as  necessary  to  prevent  the . limitation  of  15  per  cent  hereinbefore  prescribed 
for  the  combined  grades  of  colonel,  and  lieutenant  colonel  being  ex.ceeded,  and 
no  officer  shall  be  promoted  to  the.  grade  of  colonel  until  he  shall  have  served 
at  least  two  years  in  the  grade  of  .lieutenant  colonel:  provided,  That  promotion- 
list  officers  not  promoted  from  the  grade  of  major  under  the  foregoing  provi- 
sions shall  be  promoted  to  the  grade  of  lieutenant  colonel  when,  under  provi- 
sions of  this  act,,  they  are  credited  for  promotion  purposes  with  not  less  than 
20  years  of  service  and  are. also  not  less  than  52  years  of  age,  and  officers  so 
promoted  under  this  proviso  shall  be  promoted  to  the  grade  of  colonel  when 
credited  with  26  years  of. service,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  they  shall  have 
served  not  less  than  two  years  in ' the.  grade  of  lieutenant  colonel  and  shall  be 
■additional  numbers  in.  the"  grades  /of  lieutenant  'colonel  and  colonel  and  shall 
not  be'  counted  in  computing  the  maximum  percentage  hereinbefore  prescribed  for 
such.grad.es:  Provided  further , That  in  the  application  of  the  foregoing  proviso 
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each  United  States  Military  Academy  class  shall  he  treated  as  a unit  as  of  the 
average  age  of  the  members  of  the  class.  In' so  far  as  necessary  to  maintain  the 
prescribed  minimum  of  field  officers,  captains  credited  with  less  than  15  years 
of  service  shall  be  promoted  in  the  order  of  their  standing  upon  the  promotion 
list  . 

Sec.  3.  That  flying  officers  commissioned  in  the  Air  Corps  in  the  grades  of 
first  lieutenant  and  Captain  shall  be  promoted  to  the  respective  next  higher 
grades  when  credited  for  promotion  under  provisions  of  this  act  with  7 and  12 
years  of  service,  respectively.  When  promotion  as  hereinbefore  prescribed  in 
this  and  preceding  sections  of  this  act  fails  to  provide  the  Air  Corps  with  the 
per  cent  of  colonels,  lieutenant  colonels,  and  majors  hereinafter  specified, 
flying  officers  commissioned  in  the  Air  Corps  shall  be  promoted  in  Jhe  order  of 
their  relative  standing  on  the  promotion  list  so  that  the  number  of  Air  Corps 
officers  in  the  grade  of  colonel  shall  be  3 per  cent,  in  the  grade  of  lieutenant 
colonel  4 percent,  and  in  the  grade  of  major  18  per  cent,  respectively,  of  the 
total  number  of  officers  commissioned  in  the  Air  Corps,  fractions  being  disregard- 
ed in  computing  said  numbers.  Flying  officers  of  the  Air  Corps  promoted  to  the 
grades  of  lieutenant  colonel  and  colonel  under  provisions  of  this  section  shall 
be  additional  numbers  therein  and  shall  not  be  counted  in  computing  the  maximum 
percentage  for  such  grades  hereinbefore' prescribed  in  this  act.  Any  flying  offi- 
cer of  the  Air  Corps  promoted  under  provisions  of  this  section  who  may  become 
surplus  in  the  grade  of  major,  lieutenant  colonel  or  colonel  by  reason  of  a sub- 
sequent decrease  in  the  total  number  of  officers  commissioned  in  the  Air  Corps 
shall  be  an  additional  number  in  his  grade  in  the  Air  Corps  until  absorbed.  The 
term  "flying  officer"  as  used  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  mean  a flying 
officer  as  defined  by  section  13a  of  the  national  defense  act  as  amended. 

Sec.  4.-  Length  of  service  for  promotion  under  this  act. shall  be  computed 
as  follows: 

First,  each  promotion-list  officer  originally  commissioned  in  the  Regular 
Army  prior  to  July  2,  1920,  without  prior  Federal  commissioned  service,  whose  ac- 
tive commissioned  service  shall  have  been' continuous  since  acceptance  of  original 
commission,  shall  be  credited  with  the  full  period  from  the  date  of  such  original 
commission; 

Second,  each  promotion-list  officer  commissioned  in  the  Regular  Army  or 
Philippine  Scouts  prior  to  July  2 , 1920,  who  is  not  included  in  the  category  de- 
fined in  the  preceding  subparagraph  shall  be  credited  with  a length  of  service 
equal  to  that  accredited  to  the  officer  of  said  category  whose  name  appears  . 
nearest  above  his  on  the  promotion  list; 

Third,  each  promotion-list  officer  originally  commissioned  in  the  grade  of 
second  lieutenant  in  the  Regular  Army  or  Philippine  Scouts  after  July  1,  1920, 
shall  be  credited  only  with  the  period  of  service  from  the  date  of  such  original 
commission:  provided,  That  each  promotion  list  officer  not  included  in  any  of  the 
foregoing  categories  and  each  officer  of  said  categories  whose  original  relative 
position  on  the  promo tion . list  shall  have  been  changed  or  affected  by  sentence  of 
court-martial,  by  special  enactment,  by  discontinuity  of  his  active  service,  or 
by  suspension  from  promotion,'  shall  be  credited  -with  such  length  of  service  for 
promotion  as  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  determine  to  be  appropriate  to  his  rela- 
tive position  on  the  promotion  list. 

Sec.  5.  That  all  prior  statutory  provisions  governing  the  termination  of 
active  service  of  officers  shall,  except  as  otherwise  specifically  prescribed  in 
this  act,,  continue  in  full  force  and 'effect  and  be  administered  as  now  provided 
by  law:  Provided,  That.,  excepting  section  190,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
States,  all  laws  or  parts  of  laws  restricting  the  freedom  of  persons  on  the  re- 
tired lists  of  the  Regular  Army,  who  are  otherwise  eligible  to  accept  any  civil 
office  or  employment,  or  affecting  their  retired  status  or  retired  pay  on  ac- 
count of  holding  any . civil  office  or  employment  and  receiving  the  compensation 
thereof,  are  hereby,  repealed  in  so.  far  as  they  apply  to  said  persons;  and  any 
such  person  who.  may  be  employed  in  any  civil  office  or  position  under  authority 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  full  compensation  allotted 
to  such  office  or  position  without  regard  to  such' person's  retired  pay:  provided 
further,  That  when  '.any  officer  of  the  Regular  Army  or  Philippine  Scouts  shall 
have  served  35  years  or  more,  including  all  service  counted  toward  eligibility 
for  voluntary  retirement  under  existing  laws,  including  this  act,  he  shall,  if  he 
makes  application  therefor  to  the  president,  be  retired  from  active  service  and 
placed  upon  the  unlimited  retired  list:  Provided  further , That  when  any  officer 
of  the  Regular  Army  or  Philippine  Scouts  shall  hpve  . served  40  years,  as- a commis- 
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.missioned,  officer  in  active  service  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  or  is  60 
■■years'  old,  he  may,  without  action  of  a retiring  hoard,  he  retired  from  active 
service  at  the  discretion  of  the  President,  aid  placed  upon  the  unlimited  retir- 
ed list  : provided  further , .That  in'  computing  eligibility  for ; voluntary  retire- 
ment of  officers  of  the  Army  each  officer  .shall,  in  addition  to  all  service  now 
credited  under  existing  laws,  he  credited  with  additional  constructive  credit 
equal  to  one-half . the  time,  if  any,  that  he  shall 'have  been  actually  detailed  to 
duty  involving  flying,  except-  in  time  of  war:  provided  further,  That  flying  offi- 
cers of  the  Air  Corps  who  he.come  physically,  disqualified  for  all  flying  duty 
shall  he  eligible  for ' retirement  for  physical  disability. 

Sec.  6.’  That  during  each  fiscal  year  pi  emotion-list  officers  who  were  orig- 
inally appointed  in  the  Regular  Army  or  Philippine  Scouts  prior  to  July  1,  1920, 
or  as  of  that  date,  may  file  application  to  he  transferred  from  the  active  list 
in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided  and- the  president,  is  hereby  authorized,  on  or 
before  June  30  of  each  fiscal  year,  to  designate  for  transfer  from  the  active 
list  from  among  such  applicants  who  shall  have  been  .recommended  for  such  trans- 
fer by  a hoard  of  general  officers  such  number  as  shall  not  exceed  1 per  cent  of 
the  maximum  authorized  number  of  promotion-list  officers  of  all  grades. 

Officers  designated  for  transfer  from  the  active  list  under  provisions  of 
this  section  shall  he  ordered  to  their  homes  as  s'oon  as  practicable  after  such 
designation  and,  upon  expiration  of  such  leave  of  absence  with  full  pay  as  may 
be  granted  under  existing  law,  shall  he  transferred  to  the  unlimited  retired 
.list  with  retired  pay  at  the  rate  of  per  cent  of  active  pay,  multiplied  by 
the  number  of  complete  years  of 'service,  but  not  exceeding  30  years,  with  which 
credit  for  pay  purposes,  excepting  non- Federal  service:  Provided,  That  each  com- 
putation of  service  and  pay  of  an  officer , designated  for  transfer  from  the 
active  list  under  this-  section  shall  be  as  of  the  date  of  such  designation: 
Provided  further,  That  any  officer  originally  appointed  in  the  Regular  Army  as 
of  July  1,  1920,  at  an  age  greater  than  45  years',  may  if  he  so  elects,  in  lieu 
of  retired  pay. at  the  rate  hereinbefore  provided,  receive  retired  pay  at  the 
rate  of  4 per  cent  of  active  pay  for  each  complete  year  of  commissioned  service 
in  the'  United  States  Army,  not  exceeding  75  per  cent  of  active  pay. 

Officers  designated,  in  any  fiscal  year  for  transfer  from  the  active  list 
shall,  for  purposes  of;  .computations  under  provisions  of  this  act,  he  deemed  to 
have  been  transferred  from  the  active  list  during  the  fiscal  year  in  which  desig- 
nated, notwithstanding  the  deferment  of  separation  as  herein  authorized. 

Section  7 provides  that  Major-Generals  Hunter  Liggett  and  Robert  L. Bullard, 
retired,  shall  have  the  rank  of  Lieut .-General  on  the  retired  list  of  the  Army. 

Section  8 authorizes,  the  president,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  to  appoint  any  commissioned  officer  of  the  Army  who  served  credit- 
ably -in  the  U.S.  Army  during  the  World  War , to  a rank  on  the  retired  list  as  of 
the  highest  grade  held  by  him -during  the  war,  not  above  the  rank  of  ma^or- 
general,  no  increase  of  retired  pay  and  allowances  to  result  from  the  provisions 
of  this  section. 

In  explanation,  Senator  Reed  stated  that  the  bill  meets  the  full  approval 
of  the  War  Department;  that  a proviso .was  worked  out  so  that  majors  who  had  the 
.requisite  20  years  of  service  should, -upon  reaching  the  age  of  52,  he  promoted 
to  lieutenant- colonel  and  carried  as  extra  numbers,  and,  similarly,  after  26 
years  of  service  and  after  a minimum  of  two  years  as  lieutenant-colonel,  they 
should  get  their  colonelcy  and  be  carried  as  extra  colonels.  Asserting  that 
.this  will  .affect  approximately  800  officers,  Senator  Reed  added  that  while  that 
proviso  took  care -of ’the  officers  in  the  general  tranches  of  the  Army  it  still 
left  unsolved  a serious  problem  in  the  Air  Corps,  because  that  branch,  according 
to  its  tables  of  organization,  needs  a considerable  number  of  colonels  and  lieut. 
colonels,  and. yet  almost  all  Air  Corps  officers  are  youngsters  who  came  into  the 
Army  during  the  war  and. in  the  natural  course  of  events  would  not  get  to  be 
field-officers  for  a good  many  years, 

"In  the  first  place,"  Senator  Reed  stated,  "it  was  somewhat  of  an  injustice 
to  the  Air  Corps  officers,  although  they  are  young,  and,  in  the  next  olace,  it 
was-  a very  serious  injustice  to  the  Air.  Corps  as  a unit  because  it  deprived  it 
of  the  higher  commands  that  were  necessary,  and  we  should  see  such  spectacles  as 
majors  in  the  Air  Corps  exercising  commands  that  were  appropriate  for  colonels, 
and  in  charge  of  millions  of  dollars  of  Government  property,  and  very  large 
bodies  of  men.  It  was  right  that  some  method  be  devised  to  take  eare  of  them. 
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First,  "by  accelerating  their  promotion  from  captain  to  major,  and  allowing 
that  to  occur  at  the  end  of  12  years'  service  instead  of  15  years;  and  next  al- 
lowing promotion'  from  first  lieutenant  to  captain  at  the  end  of  7 years  instead 
of  10  years,  as  for  the  remainder 'of  the  Army.  Then,  further,  we  provided  that 
for  the  Air  Corps  there  should  he  3 per  cent  of  its  officers  in  the  grade  of 
colonel,  and  if  they  did  not  reach  that  grade  naturally,  as  a part  of  the  whole 
promotion  list,  then  they  should  he  promoted  to  it  and  he  carried  as  extra  num- 
bers, hut  their  appointment  would  he  permanent  and  not  temporary;  and, similarly , 
that  4 per  cent  of  the  Air  Corps  officers  should  he  lieutenant  colonels  and  18 
per  cent  should  he  majors. 

Then,  having  reached  that  point,  we  allowed  in  the  computation  of  service 
for  retirement,  and  other  purposes  in  the  field,  time  and  a half  for  such  time 
as  flying  officers  were  actually  engaged  in  flying  duty.  That  was'  an  effort  by 
the  committee  to  recognize  the  increased  hazard  of  flying  in  peace  times  over 
the  hazard  that  confronts  the  other  branches  of  the  service." 

Senator  Bingham  proposed  an  amendment  providing  that  section  1 of  the  House 
amendment  he  included  in  the  hill  at  the  proper  place,  which  would  have  the  ef- 
fect of  providing  a separate  promotion  list  for  the  Air  Corps.  "For  many  years 
the  Air  Corps  has  been  earnestly  striving  to  secure  a separate  promotion  list," 
Senator  Bingham  stated.  "Casualties  in  the  Air  Corps  from  accidents  are  ten 
times  greater  than  those  in  any  other  branch  of  the  Army.  It  is  truenfchat  the 
other  portion  of  the  amendment  as  reported  hy  the  committee  will  correct  the 
situation  in  regard  to  the  securing  of  promotion  after  a certain  length  of 
years  and  \?ithout  regard  to  the  number  of  senior  officers  ahead  of  a particular 
officer,  and  it  also  provides  a certain  amount  of  benefit  for  the  Air  Corps;  hut 
it  does  not  recognize-  the  fact  that  the  Air  Corps  in  peace  time  labors  under  an 
entirely  different  kind  of  hazard  from  that  under  which  the  other  branches  of 
the: Army  labor.  To  grant  them  a separate  promotion  list  would  have  this  advant- 
age, I believe,  so  far  as  the  general  psychology  of  the  whole  Army  is  concerned: 
Under  the  amendment  as  recommended  by  the  committee,  where  the  Air  Corps  is  left 
in  with  the  rest  of  the  service,  a captain  in  the  Air  Corps  would  continue  along- 
side of  a captain  in  the  Regular  Army  for  a period  of  12  years,  and  then  fche 
captain  in  the  Regular  Army  would  continue  as  a cantain  for  three  years  more  un- 
til he  became  a major,  whereas  the  man  who  had  been  alongside  of  him  on  the  pro- 
motion list  all  these  years  would  be  suddenly  promoted  to  the  grade  of  major. 

In  other  words,  every  time  an  Air  Corps  officer  gets  the  advantage  of  this 
bill  in  the  shortened  length  of  service  and  the  counting  of  flying  time,  it  dis- 
rupts the  promotion  list,  it  makes  hard  feelings,  it  shows  the  rest  of  the  Army 
that  this  man  is  being  promoted  overthair  heads , because  the  man  who  is  interest- 
ed in  his  own  promotion  studies  the  list  and  sees  upon  it  that  he,  Mr.  C,  is 
between  Kir.  B and  Mr.  D;  and  that  goes  on  for  a certain  number  of  years  until 
suddenly  the  man  below  him  disappears  and  goes  up  to  a higher  grade. 

I believe  that  that  will  have  a bad  effect  on  the  Army  and  will  cause  hard 
feeling  between  the  branches,  whereas  if  we  make  a separate  promotion  list,  re- 
taining the  other  features  of  the  bill,  then  Mr.  C will  not  know  that  Mr.  D has 
been  promoted  ahead  of  him  unless  he  happens  to  be  familiar  with  that  particular 
case,  because  the  lists  will  be  separate,  and  when  he  looks  for  his  own  place 
in  the  list  he  will  find  as  he  goes  up  with  the  other  officers  that  he  retains 
exactly  that  place  during  all  the  years.  For  that  reason,  Mr.  President,  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  entire  Army,  and  it  is  also  in 
line  v/ith  what  the  Air  Service  lias  been  seeking  for  a great  many  years,  and  whicl 
t believe  it  is  entitled  to. 

I may  say,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Senate,  that  this  section  of  the  bill  has 
been  approved  repeatedly  by  the  meetings  of  the  Rational  Aeronautic  Association 
and  by  the  convention  of  the  American  Legion." 

Senator  Reed  interposed  objection  to  the  amendment,  stating  that  the  Army 
previously  had  separate  promotion  lists  and  that  they  worked  out  most  unjustly. 
The  regimental  promotion  system  resulted  in  West  Point  classmates  finding  them- 
selves two  grades  apart  simply  because  there  were  more  resignations  and  deaths 
in  one  regiment  than  in  another.  When  separate  promotion  lists  in  each  branch 
of  the  service  were  instituted  after  the  Spanish-Arnerican  War,  it  was  found  that 
as  the  types  of  war  changed  one  branch  came  to  be  very  greatly  increased,  like 
the  Field  Artillery,  and  another  one  did  not  increase,  like  the  Cavalry,  and 
classmates  of  West  Point  found  themselves  with  just  as  much  disparity  as  before, 
through  no  fault  of  one  or  merit  of  the  other;  and  when  the  national  defense  act 
was.  passed  it  was  decided  to  consolidate  into  one  promotion  list  all  the  officerr 
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of  the  Army  in  combatant  or  staff  service. 

"It  is  dangerous,  of  course,  to  fly  an  airplane  in  peace  time,"  Senator 
Reed  continued,  "but  it  is  not  -exactly  "safe  to  go  on  with' a battery  of  Field 
Artillery  at  a gallop.  I have  done  both,'  afid  I think  I felt  in  greater  danger 
with  the  galloping  battery  than  with  the  smoothly  flying  airplane.  I think  I was 
more  scared  at -one  time  than  the  other,  although  I was  properly  scared  at  both 
times,  and  always  will  be.-  Rut  you  can  not  make  separate  lists  just  because  of 
some  differences  in  degree  of  danger;  and,  furthermore,  they  do  not  need  it  in 
the  Air  Corps  in  'view  of  the  provisions  we  have  put  in  this  bill  that  allow  them 
this  promotion  as  extra  numbers.  That  was  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,- so  as  to  provide  that  within  their  own  branch  they  should  always  have  a 
supply  of  officers  going  forward  to  keep  up  their  full  percentage  of  field 
grades.  , 

In  substance,  it  is  nothing  more  than  a sentimental  gesture  to  give  them 
this  separate  promotion  list.  The  practical  benefits  of  it  are  all  included  in 
the  committee  amendment  intentionally,  purposely , so  that  they  should  have  those 
practical  benefits,  but  whatever  we  might  do  sentimentally  to  please  the  Air 
Corps  by  creating  a separate  list  would  do  far  greater  damage  to  the  rest  of  the 
Army  by  giving  the  impression  that  the  Air  Corps  had  been  picked  out  for 
favoritism." 

Senator  Bingham  then  stated:  "Mr.  President,  I should  just  like  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  the  rest  of  the  bill  certainly  does  pick  out  the  Air 
Corps  for  favoritism,  in  that  it  permits  promotion  to  go  faster  in  the  Air  Corps 
than  in  the  rest  of  the  Army;  and  the  argument  which  the  Senator  has  used  about 
two  classmates  at  West  Point  will  apply  in  his  amendment  more  bitterly  than  it 
will  apply  in  the  amendment  which  I have  proposed,  because  those  two  classmates 
will  be  in  separate  lists,  and  will  not  know  it  when  they  get  separated." 

Senator  Bingham's  amendment  was  then  put  to  a vote  and  rejected. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  Senate  Military  Affairs  Committee'  to  the- 
House  amendment  was  then  put  to  a vote  and  agreed  to. 

Senator  Reed  then  moved  that  the  Senate  insist  upon  its  amendments  and  re- 
quest a conference  with  the  House,  and  that  the  Chair  appoint  the  conferees  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  Presiding  Officer  appointed  Mr.  Reed  of 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Greene  and  Mr.  Fletcher  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

»©e- — 

RE  MAKING  GOGGLES 

According  to  the  News  Letter  Correspondent  from  Langley  Field,  Va . , the 
20th  Squadron  personnel  have  found  at  last,  a way  to  make  the  5A  Issue  Flying 
Goggles  fit  fairly  well.  It  is  well  known  that  these  goggles  do  not  fit  human 
heads,  either  in  theory  or  practice.  The  stiff  nose  piece  not  only  prevents 
fit,  but  this  part  has  a habit  of  slipping  so  that  in  flight  an  aviator  may 
find  one  eye-piece  back  over  his  ear  any  time.  This  can  be  remedied  by  getting 
the  right  adjustment  and  then,  wire  it  in  place. 

Advocating  the  use  of  haywire,  safety  wire,  hickory  or  banana  withes , the 
Correspondent  states:  "But  this  is  only  a secondary  matter  to.  the  chief 
trouble,  which  is  leakage  of  air  beneath  the  rubber  cushion . It  has  been  found 
that  by  tearing  these  goggles  up  and  making  them  over  in  a different  way  they 
will  fit  better.  The  chief  change, that  helps. is  to  remove  the  rubber  cushion 
by  ripping  out  the  threads,  and  putting  these  cushions  on  backwards.  This  goes 
far  toward  eliminating  the  air  leakage.  This  leakage  has  been  serious  during 
cold  weather,  for  pilots  have  come  down  from  missions  with  these  goggles  and 
cried  the  rest  of  the  day  with  inflamed  eyes. 

'oOo- — - 

An  example  of  the  versatility  of  Air  Corps  officers  was  recently  demonstrat- 
ed in  the  case  of  Lieut.  Corley  P.  McDarment,  Air  Corps,  who  upon  reporting  for 
duty  at  Langley  Field,  Va. , upon  completion  of  his  tour  of  service  in  the 
Philippines , was  made  Assistant  to  the  Post  Surgeon  and  detailed  in  charge  of  the 
"pest  house"  for  convalescent  "Flu"  patients.  Lieut.  McDarment' s regular  as- 
signment .is  the  58th  Service  Squadron. 


-55- 


V-5865 , A. C. 


EQUIPMENT  FOR  HIGH  altitude  flying 

The  Aerial  photographic  Unit  of  the  Materiel  Division  at*  Wright  Field, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  has  completed  certain  equipment.  for.  high  altitude  flying.  Much 
trouble  has  been  experienced  in  the  oast  by  goggles- completely  frosting  over  at 
a temperature  between  60°  and  80°  below  zero.  To  prevent  this,  goggles  have 
been  constructed  having  double  glasses  for  each  eye  piece.  These  glasses  are 
separated  nearly  an  inch  and  an  electrical  heater  warms  the  air  space  between. 

The  a.mount  of  energy  required  to  heat  the  goggles  is  24  watts,  which  is 
tapped  off  the  12  volt  airplane  generator  circuit.  Electrically  heated  gloves 
have  been  constructed,  using  a different  type  of . resistance  than  was. heretofore 
used.  The  resistance  units  are  semi -flexible  and . constructed  of  resistance 
wire  that  is  not  brittle  and  has  approximately  four  times  the  tensile  'strength 
of  copper.  Four  small  units  are  used  in, each. glove  and  all  are  connected  in 
parallel  so  that  the  failure  of  one  unit  will  not  affect  the  operation  of  the 
others . . ..  ... 

A small  double  throw  switch  is  provided  so  that  in  one. position  the  two 
gloves  are  in  series  using' ten ' watts , and  in  the  other  .position  the.  gloves  are 
in  multiple,  using  40  watts.  An  electrical  oxygen  heater  has  been  .constructed 
for  warming  the  oxygen  gas  .just  before  it  passes  to  the  face  mask  of  the  user. 
This  consumes  22  watts.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  amounts  of .energy  required 
are  small,  being  less  than  that  consumed  by  the  average  incandescent  lamp. 

It  has  been  found  by  experience  thgt  only  a comparatively  , small  • amount  of 
energy  is  required  to  supply  the  additional  warmth  needed,  particularly  for 
glove s . • 

oOo ’ ’ V 

HIGH  - ALTITUDE  PHOTOGRAPHY  . ’ ' • . ; V - . 

The  Materiel  Division  of  the  Air  Corns,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  recent- 
ly received  from  the  Bureau  of  Standards  two  barographs  and  two  recording  ther- 
mometers used  on  the  ai-titude  flight  of  Lieut.  Harry  A-  Johnson  .and  .Captain 
Albert  W.  Stevens  on  December  11th  last.  . . 

The  recording  the-rmome te:rs  in  the  barographs  showed  -47°,  C.  as  the  tempera*- 
ture  pf  the  barograph  elements.  A recording  thermometer  in  t-he"same  compartment 
in  the  tail  of  the  plane  as  the  barographs  showed  -52°C.  The  difference  of  five 
degrees  shows'  that  the  barographs  did  not  cool  down  even  after  almost  an  hour 
and  three-quarters  of  flying  at  high  altitude,  to  exactly  'the  temperature  of  the 
surrounding  air.  This  recording  thermometer  in  the  tail  compartment  also  showed 
that  the  temperature  of  the  fuselage  is  5°  warmer  than  the  air  striking  the 
wings  of  the  airplane,  because  a similar  thermometer  on  the  outer  strut  of  the 
airplane  showed  -57°C. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  recording  thermometers  of  this  type  have  been 
used.  These  thermometers  recorded  only  the  minimum  temperature . They  consist 
of  bi-metallic  spirals,  actuating  arms,  at  the  end  of  which  a stylus  made  a 
mark  on  a smoked  metal  plate. 

These  instrument s . were  devised  by  Mr.  Uenrickson  of  the. Bureau  of  Standards 
and  constructed,  in  part,  by  the  Materiel  Division.  The  altitude  of  this 
flight,  as  computed  from  tables  of  the  F. A. I.,  was  36,903  feet.  The  photographs 
secured  on  this  flight  came  out ■ successfully . Due  to  the  priority  of  other  work 
and  the  great  amount  of  work  involved  in  computing  altitude  by  the  camera,  com- 
putations for  true  altitude  have  not,'  so  far,  been  made.  It  is  probable  that 
the  true  altitude  will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  38,000  feet,  from  a comparison 
of  results  obtained  on  other  flights  in  which  F.A.I.  figures  were  compared  with 
f igure s .obtained . by  measurements  of  the  lens,  camera  image  and  ground  survey. 

oOo 

GUATEMALAN  AIRMAN  TO  ATTEMPT  ONE-STOP  FLIGHT  TO  HIS  NATIVE  COUNTRY 

Lieut .-Colonel  Oscar  Morales,  of  the  Guatemalan  Air  Corps,  who  has  been  with 
the  3rd  Attack  Group  at  Fort  Crockett,  Texas,  for  the  past  six  months , i s , accord- 
ing to  the  News  Letter  Correspondent,  daily  expecting  the  arrival  of  his  new  Waco 
Speedwing,  in  which  he  will  attempt  a one-stop  flight  to  his  native  country.  He 
intends  to  take  off  from  the  Fort  Crockett  Airdrome,  if  the  bumps  can  be  smooth- 
ed out  and  the  field  proves  to  be  large  enough  to  enable  him  to  lift  the  heavy 
load  of  gasoline . 
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AIRSHIP  LANDING  ON  MUNITIONS  BUILDING  ROOF 

The  first  landing  of  an  airship  on  a building  in  Washington  occurred  shortly 
after  one  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  February  5th.  The  landing  was.  made1  on  the 
roof  of  the  7th  wing  of  the  Munitions  Building . The  airship,  the  TC-5-251,  was 
piloted  on  its  trip  to  Washington  and  return. to  Langley  Field -by  Captain  William 
J.  Flood  and  Lieut.  Uzal  G.  Snt , Air  Corps.  Other  personnel  aboard  the  airship 
were  Major  Rush  3.  Lincoln,  Lieut.  Leslie  F.  Young,  Technical  Sergeant  Johnson, 
Staff  Sergeant  Blackie  and  Private  3.J.  Collins.  Lieut.  Otto  Weinecke,  Air 
Corps,  assisted  by  .Sergeants  H.  D.  Harper  and  A.  Welders,  all  of  the  19th 
Airship  Company,  was  the  maneuvering,  officer  on  the  roof  of  the . building. 

Due  to  a rather  brisk  cross-wind  and  the  desire  of  the  pilot  to  obtain  the 
lay  of  the  land,  as  it  were , the  airship  circled'  the  landing  spot  several  times 
before  it  was  so  maneuvered  as  to  place  the  landing  ropes  within  reach  of  the 
landing  party  of  Bolling  Field  enlisted  men  who  were  or  the  roof.  After  the 
enlisted  men  grasped  the  ropes  the  big  airship  was  hauled  down  to  the  roof  with- 
out difficulty. 

This  demonstration  was  staged  for  the  purpose  of  indicating  the  practica- 
bility of  the  airship  for  delivery  of  messages  in  the  military  service.  Captain 
Flood  delivered  to  Maj or- General  Janes  E.  Fechet,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  at 
the  latter's  office  in  the  Munitions  Building,  the  following  message : 

"Headquarters.  Langley  ' Field- 
Second  Wing  Air  Corps 
Office  of  the  Commanding  Officer 
Langley  Field,'  Virginia 

February  5,  1929. 

Subject:  Delivery  of  Official  Correspondence  by  a 
Dirigible  Airship. 

To:  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  Washington,  D.C. 

1.  With  a view  to  demonstrating  the  practicability  of  using  dirigible  air- 
ships for  delivery  of  mail  and  other  articles  as  a routine  matter  in  the  military 
service,  I desire  to  take  this  opportunity  to  deliver  this  letter  to  you  person- 
ally by  airship  which  will  land  on  the  roof  of  your  office  building  this  date. 

2.  To  my  knowledge,  this  is  the  first  instance  in  which  mail  has  been 
carried  from  an  Army  post  in  any  aircraft  directly  to  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of 
Air  Corps  and  I believe  it  should  mark  a new  epoch  in  the  future  use  of  airships. 

(Signed)  Jacob- W.  S.  Wuest, 

Lieutenant- Colonel , Air  Corps, 
Commanding . " 

The  blimp  rested  on  its  unusual  roost  for  about  20' minutes  , when  its  two 
motors  were  started  up  and  it  rose  gracefully  and  headed  for  its  home  'station  at 
Langley  Field. . 

The  TC-5-251  is  assigned  to  the  19th  Airship  Company  at  Langley  Field,  Va. 

It  is  the  same  airship  which  made  a landing  on  the  deck  of  the  steamer 
"American  Trader"  about  three  miles  off  Ambrose  Light,  New  York,  on  May  10th 
last,  when  it  landed,  transferred  some  cargo,  and  took  off  again  without  halting 
the  surface  vessel.  This  feat  was  characterized  at  the  time  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Shipping  Board  as  a new  step  in  the  coordination  of  air  and  water  transpor- 
tation. 

On  the  afternoon  of  February -4th,  this  airship  flew  over  the  Pennsylvania 
Line  Steamship  "Virginia  Leo,"  between  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  Cape  Charles,  picked 
up  a bag  of  mail  off  the  deck  by  means  of  a grappling  hook,  dropped  a sack  of 
mail  on  the  deck,  and  then  proceeded  back  to  its  home  hangar,  neither  the  surface 
vessel  nor  the  airship  halting  during  this  exchange  of  mail.  The  pilots  on  this 
flight  were  Captain  William  J.  Flood -and  Lieut.  Otto  Wienocke. 

About  a month  ago  this  airship  picked  up  a sack  of  mail  from  the  roof  of 
the  Newport  News  High  School  without  difficulty. 

Hie  TC-5  is  the  largest  non-rigid  type  of  airship  in  the  Air  Corps,  measur- 
ing 200  feet  in  length.  It  is  inflated  with  Helium,  and  its  capacity  id 
220,000  cubic  feet. 

tOo 
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MAJOR  SPATZ  MAKES  OFFICIAL  REPORT  ON  DURATION  FLIGHT 


That  refueling  airplanes  in  mid  air  is  not  alone  safe  and  practicable  hut 
also  of  distinct  advantage-  in  military  and  commercial  air  operations  is  pointed 
out  in  the  report  submitted  to  Maj or- General  James  E.  Fechet,  Chief  of  the  Air 
Corps,  by  Major  Carl  Spatz,  commanding  officer  of  the  Air  Corps  endurance  plane 
QUESTION  MARX  which  made  history  early  in  January  by  remaining  in  the  air  for 
almost  seven  days. 

Major  Spatz  declares  that  the  QUESTION  MARK  tests,  aside  from  their  enormous 
military  value,  undoubtedly  presage  trans-oceanic  and  transcontinental  flights 
without  landing;  that  refueling  may  make  transoceanic  flying  not  alone  practicable 
but  also  profitable;  that  the  transcontinental  air  mail  may  be  speeded  up  by  at 
least  six  hours  and  that  refueling  while  in  flight  makes  for  greater  safety  in 
unfavorable  weather. 

"The  flight  of  the  QUESTION  MARK," .says  Major  Spatz1 s report  in  part,  "demon- 
strates conclusively  that  one  transport  plane  can  safely  refuel  another  transport 
plane  in  the  air.  These  refuelings  were  done  under  practically  every  meteorologi- 
cal condition.  Many  contacts  were  made  at  night  without  any  difficulty  whatever. 

"Refueling  has  a distinct  advantage  in  military  operations.  Refueling  in 
flight  allows  bombardment  aircraft  to  take  off  with  heavier  bomb  loads  and  light- 
er gas  loads.  At  present,  bombardment  aircraft  has  to  split  its  possible  load 
almost  evenly  between  fuel  and  explosives.  In  view  of  the  lessons  learned  in 
this  flight,  it  is  now  known  that  it  is  possible  to  take  off  with  the  same  degree 
of  safety  with  almost  twice  the  bomb  load,  with  a very  light  gasoline  load  and 
refuel  in  flight.  Refueling  also  increases  the  radius  of  bombardment  aircraft. 
With  existing  fuel  arrangements,  bombardment  planes  have  a radius  of  action  of 
not  more  than  1500  miles  under  the  most  favorable  conditions.  By  refueling  in 
flight,  this  radius  of  action  can  certainly  be  doubled  and,  in  fact,  it  has 
scarcely  any  limit  at  all.  Refueling  also  makes  for  greater  safety  for  bombard- 
ment aircraft.  The  greatest  hazard  in  flying  bombardment  planes,  loaded  with 
high  explosives,  comes  in  the  take-off.  The  take-off  is  made  much  safer  since  a 
lighter  load  can  be  carried,  by  taking  off  with  lighter  fuel  loads  and  taking  on 
fuel  in  the  air  after  reaching  a safe  altitude. 

"In  view  of  the  experience  of  this  flight,  all  the  personnel  connected  with 
this  project  are  convinced  that  refueling  can  be  applied  successfully  to  pursuit, 
attack  and  observation  aircraft.  This  will  likewise  increase  the  safety  and 
radius  of  operation  of  flying  planes  of' these  types  in  military  operations. 

"Refueling  has  a distinct  application  to  commercial  flying.  The  greatest 
hazard  in  the  operation  of  commercial  aircraft  comes  from  taking  off  heavily  load- 
ed transport  planes  from  small  or  soft  airdromes.  Obviously,  these  planes  have  to 
carry  enough  gasoline  to  reach  their  destination  or  are  required  to  land  frequent- 
ly for  fuel.  The  take-off  from  small  fields  can  be  obviated  or  at  least  made  mu cl 
safer  by  carrying  on  the  take-off  very  light  gas  loads  and  refueling  in  flight. 

"The  experiments  in  connection  with  the  QUESTION  MARK  undoubtedly  presage 
transcontinental  and  transoceanic  flights  without  landing.  It  is  also  well  to 
point  out  that  refueling  in  flight  makes  for  greater  speed  in  commercial  opera- 
tion. Under  present  conditions,  at  least  one-half  hour  is  lost  in  landing,  taking 
on  fuel,  and  take-off.  By  refueling  in  flight  this  half  hour  for  each  stop  can 
be  entirely  eliminated  since  the  commercial  plane  can  proceed  on  its  route  as  it 
is  refueled.  The  transfer  of  mails  across  the  continent  can  now  be  speeded  up  at 
least  six  hours  by  refueling  in  flight.  At  the  present  time  such  planes  as  we 
are  acquainted  with  cannot  fly  across  the  ocean  with  enough  gas  load  to  reach 
their  destination  and  at  the  same  time  carry  any  pay  load  whatever.  By  refueling 
en  route  the  heavy  gas  load  can  be  replaced  by  a pay  load.  Trans-oceanic  flights 
will  then  be  profitable. 

"Refueling  makes  for  greater  safety  in  flying  in  unfavorable  weather.  In 
both  military  and  commercial  flying  pilots  are  quite  frequently  required  to  at- 
tempt flights  in  unfavorable  weather  due  to  lack  of  sufficient  gasoline  to  go 
around  or  over  local  storms.  When  refueling  has  been  developed  to  a point  where 
refueling  planes  are  located  at  frequent  intervals  throughout  the  country  and 
when  radio  is  carried  by  transport  planes,  it  will  be  possible  to  fly  around  bad 
weather  conditions  and  ask  for  fuel  in  flight." 

The  official  data  with  respect  to  the  famous  flight  shows  that  a total  of 
43  contacts  were  made  covering  a period  of  5 hours  and  32  minutes.  Nine  of  these 
contacts  were  made  at  night.  They  covered  that  transfer  of  5660  * 
gallons  of  gasoline;  245  gallons  of  oil;  17  meals,  water,  batteries  and  other 
supplies  representing  an  aggregate  weight  of  about  40  tons. 
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LANGLEY  FIELD  PERSONAL  INDULGE  IN  GOON  HUNT 


A regular  old-fashioned  coon  hunt  took  place  a few  miles  from  Langley  Field, 
Ya.,  one  night  recently.  The  Langley  Field  personnel  engaged  in  this  frontier 
sport  were  Captain  and  Mrs.  George  M.  Palmer,  Captain  and  Mrs.  Eliot,  Lieut,  and 
Mrs.  James  E.  Adams,  Lieuts . L . S.  Young  and  Corley  ?.  McDarment.  The  courageous 
hunters  met  at  the  home  of- Mr'.  Collier , nor  far  from  the  field.  After  walking 
into  a big' woods,  the  dogs  were  released.  A coon  was  soon  started,  and  after  a 
long  and  exciting  trail,  it  was  treed  and  captured.  It  was  a regular  old- 
fashioned  ring-tailed  coon. 

After  the  hunt,  which  was  participated  in  by  several  civilians  as  well  as 
the  Langley  Field  people,  all  the  hunters  returned  to  Mr.  Collier's  house  and 
gorged  themselves  with  oysters  on  the  half  shell  and  hot  dogs. 

0O0 — — 

ROCKWELL  FIELD  PUESUIT3RS  FLY  TO  PHOENIX,  ARIZONA. 

Nine  pilots  of  the  95th  pursuit  Squadron,  led  by  Captain  H.M.  Elmendorf , 
hopped  over  the  desert  in  PW-9D' s to  Phoenix,  Arizona,  on  January  26th.  The  an- 
nual midwinter  rodeo  was  in  progress  when  the  squadron  arrived  over  Phoenix  and, 
needless  to  say,  the  "b rones"  and  "bull-dodgers"  were  shoved  right  off  the  stages 
until  the  nine  "bugs"  landed.  The  flight  was  a surprise  to  the  thousands  of 
people  assembled  at  the  Fair  grounds  and  came  as  a distinct  treat. 

The  officers  were  introduced  to  the  stands  as  they  entered  special  boxes, and 
Captain  Elmendorf  was  nrevailed  upon  to  give  a short  speech  over  the  radio  and 
megaphone  announcing  system.  The  squadron  arrived  too  late  to  witness  the  main 
events,  so  snecial  broncho  rc-rides  were  made  and  bull-dodging  and  calf-tying 
exhibitions  staged. 

The  return  flight  was  made  the  following  day,  January  27th,  via  Yuma  and 
Calexico.  No  forced  landings,  motor  trouble  or  other  difficulties  marred  the 
flying  visit  to  the  last  frontier  of  the  "Western  Cowboys." 
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AIR  CORPS  REINFORCEMENTS  ARRIVE 
By  the  Wright  Field  Correspondent 

Lieut.  Franklin  0.  Carroll  is  receiving  congratulations  upon  the  birth  of  a 
son,  Patrick  Colin,  who  arrived  on  January  10th.  Raking  our  memories,  it  is  be- 
lieved the  last  son  in  the  Materiel  Division  family  made  his  appearance  almost  a 
year  ago.  The  important  young  man  was  William  Clement  McMullen,  and  he  arrived 
on  the  stage  of  operations  on  February  10,  1S28.  In  the  meantime,  a bevy  of 
young  ladies  - as  they  will  no  doubt  be  dubbed  in  future  society  columns  - have 
Appeared  to  enhance  the  drama  of  existence,  among  them  - 


Young  Lady 
Shirley  Parker 
Patricia  Corkille 
Mary  Fae  Finter 
Jean  Mills 
Jeane  Wolfe 
Jane  Oliver  Caldwell 
Mary  Caroline  Carr 


Daddy 

Lieutenant  James  E . Parker 
" John  D . Corkille 

Captain  C.  V.  Finter 
Lieutenant  Sam  Mills 

" Leroy  Wolfe 
" Charles  H.  Caldwell 
" Harold  H.  Carr 
■ oOo- — 


Date 

April,  1928. 
April,  1928. 
August,  1928. 
August,  1928. 
November,  1928 
November,  1928. 
December,  1928, 


THIRD  ATTACK  GROUP  ACTIVITIES 


A formation  of  nine  A-3' s , commanded  by  Captain  Wooten,  Operations  Officer, 
left  Fort  Crockett,  Texas,  January  25th,  for  San  Angelo , Texas,  where  the  person- 
nel attended  the  opening  of  the  new  airport  at  that  plane. 

The  total  number  of  flying  hours  for  the  3rd  Attack  Group  in  1928  was  10,020 
hours  and  27  minutes.  ‘ The  present  strength  is  28  officer  pilots  and  3 enlisted 
pilots.  The  Group  now  has  33  A-3  airplanes,  two  0-6  and  two  DH4-MX  (Tow  Target). 
Lieut.  Rose  had  a total  of  five  hundred  and  ten  hours  and  ten  minutes  flying 
time  for  the  calendar  year  1928  . 
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CAPTAIN  COOK  LEAVES  THE  ARMY 


Captain  Harvey  Weir  Cook,  Air  Corps,  who  rendered  conspicuous  service  over- 
seas during  the  World  War,  tendered  his  resignation  as  an  officer  cf  the  Army  cn 
January  11th  to  enter  the  employment  of  the  Curtiss -Indiana  Company. 

Captain  Cook  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  94th  Squadron,  the  first 
American  pursuit  organization  at  the  front,  and  rendered  gallant  and  meritorious 
service  during  the' entire  period  of  the  operations  of  the  Air  Service,  having 
served  actively  at  Chateau  Thierry,  San  Mihiel  and  the  Argonne.  His  seven  con- 
formed victories  included  three  "balloons,'  and  he  was  deco, rated  with  the  Dis- 
tinguished Service  Cross  with  oak  leaf  cluster. 

Enlisting  in  the  Aviation  Section,  Signal  Corps,  in  Erance  on  September  13, 

1917,  he  took  -raining  under  flying  cadet  status  af'ii'he  2nd  Aviation  Instruction 
Center  until  December  10th.  He  was  commissioned  a 1st  Lieutenant'  in  January, 

1918,  and  received  further  flying  training  as  a student  officer  until  May,  1918. 
Serving  as  ferry  pilot  at  Orly,  Erance,  from  May  to  July,  1918,  he  was,  on  July 
12th,  assigned  to  the  94th  Aero  Squadron  and  sent  to  the  front.  He  served  with 
that  organization  until  its  demobilization.  In  March,  1919,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  grade  of  Captain . 

Upon  return  from  duty  overseas,  Caotain  Cook  served  at  Selfridge  Eield, 

Mich.,  and  Kelly  Eield,  Texas.  He  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  on 
December  24,  1919, 

Captain  Cook  re-entered  the  Army  the  following  year,  being  appointed  a 
Captain  in  the  Air  Corps,  Segufflar  Army,  on  July  1,  1920.  At  the  time  of  his 
appointment  he  had  flown  approximately  800  hours  as  pilot  in  such  types  of  planes 
as  the  Spad,  DH-4 , Sopwith  Camel,  Nieuport  (all  types),  Fokker,  Caudron,  Curtiss 
JN4A,  D and  H,  Standard,  etc. 

Following  his  appointment  in  the  Regular  Army,  Captain  Cook  served  for 
several  years  at  McCook  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  he  graduated  from  the  Air 
Corps  Engineering  School,  and  then  at  Langley  Eield,  Va. , where  he  was  on  duty 
as  instructor  in  pursuit  tactics  at  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School. 

His  last  assignment  was  with  the  Indiana  National  Guard  Air  Service  as 
Instructor. 

Captain  Cook  was  born  on  June  30,  1892,  at  Wilkinson,  Indiana.  He  attend- 
ed the  DePauw  University  for  two  years  , and  Washington  and  Jefferson  one  year. 

— — — o Oo 

DEATH  OF  LIEUT. -COLONEL  SETH  W.  COOK 

•• 

In  the  death  of  Lieut .-Colonel  Seth  W.  Cook  on  February  10th  last  at  Chanute 
Field,  111.,  the  Air  Corps  lost  another  distinguished  officer  bearing  that  name 
within  the  space  of  a month,  the  first  one  being  Captain  H.  Weir  Cook  who,  we 
are  glad  to  say,  is  still  in  the  land  of  the  living. 

Funeral  services  for  Colonel  Cook  were  held  at  the  receiving  vault  at 
Arlington  National  Cemetery  on  Friday,  February  15th.  Daring  the  ceremony  a for- 
mation of  02-H  observation  planes  from  Bolling  Field  hovered  overhead.  The  parti- 
cipating pilots  in  this  formation  were  Captains  Harold  M.  McClelland,  Ross  G. 

Hoyt,  Lieuts.  Newton  Longfellow  and  Louis  M.  Merrick.  -The-  pallbearers  were  Cols. 
Leon  B.  Kroner,  Cavalry;  Walter  T.  Bates,  General  Staff  Corps;  James  M.  Graham, 
Inspector  General 1 s ' Department ; Lieut .-Colonels  Roy  T.  Kirtland,  Harry  Graham  and 
Henry  C.  Pratt  of  the  Air  . Corps . 

Colonel  Cook  was  a veteran  of  the  Spanish-American  War,  enlisting  in  the 
Cavalry  June  1,  1898.  Appointed  from  the  ranks,  he  was  commissioned  a 2nd  Lieut, 
of  Cavalry  on  February  2,  1901;  promoted  to  1st  Lieut.  April  18,  1909,  and  to 
Captain  July  1,  1916.  After  seeing  service  with  the  punitive  Expedition  in  Mexico 
under  General  Pershing,  he  was  detailed  to  the  Aviation  Section,  Sig.  Corps;  took 
flying  training  at  the  Aviation  School  at  San  Diego,  Calif.,  and  was  rated  a 
Junior  Military  Aviator  on  June  15,  1917. 

While  with  the  Air  Corps,  Colonel  Cook  served  successively  at  Columbus,  N.M. 
with  the  1st  Aero  Sqdn. ; at  ^elly  Field,  Texas;  Gerstner  Field,  Lake  Charles,  La.; 
Scott  Field,  111.;  Ellington- Field , Houston,  Texas;  and  Taylor  Field,  Alabama. 

Relieved  from  detail  with  the  Air  Corps  and  serving  for  a brief  period  with 
the  1st  Cavalry  at  Douglas,  Arizona,  he  was  shortly  afterwards  permanently  com- 
missioned in  the  Air  Corps  and  served  at  -Kelly  Field,  Texas,  and  as  Air  Officer 
of  the  5th  Corps  Area  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  prior  to  his  being  assigned  on  June  30, 
1928,  as  Commanding  Officer  of  Chanute  Field,  111.,  his  last  station. 
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AIR  RESERVE  ACTIVITIES  III  WES  TERR  PENNSYLVANIA 
By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 

In  order  to  discover  and  learn  .all  shout  the  activities  of  other  Air  Corps 
Reserve  activities  and  organisations  thru out  the  United  States,  it  was  thought 
that  a brief  resume  of  the  work  being  accomplished  in  Western  Pennsylvania  by 
the  99th  Division  Organized  Reserve  Air  Corps  Units  would  not  be  remiss  and 
would  lead,  to  some;  expressions  from  other  Air  Corps  Reserve  Airdromes. 

The  Air  Corps  Reserve  Units  of  the  99th  Division  comprise  the  324th  Obser- 
vation Squadron,  324th  Photo  Section,  and  the  Headquarters  Detachment,  99th 
Division  Air  Corps , all  composed  of  reserve  officers  and  enlisted  reservists 
residing  in  the  Western  Pennsylvania  district.  When  first  organized,  there  was 
no  flying  field  from  which  the  reserve  officers  could  fly,  but  thru  the  efforts 
of  the  Aero  Club  of  Pittsburgh,  an  organization  composed  of  practically  all 
aviators  who- flew  during  the  last  war  in  all  armies,  bo;th  Allied  and  German,  a 
tract  of  land,  now  called  Rodgers  Eield,  was  made  available.  This  tract  was 
leased  by  the  Club , which  in  turn  leased  same  to  the  Government  as  a Reserve 
Airdrome.  Rinding  the  terms  of  the  lease  too  burdensome,  the  Aero  Club  success- 
fully persuaded  the  City  of  Pittsburgh  to  purchase  the  land  and  lease  it  to  the 
Government  for  a period  of  ten  years. 

The  War  Department  erected  two  standard  size  hangars  and  a gasoline  and  oil 
storage  system,  placed  1st  Lieut.  Royal  B.  Lew,  Air  Corps,  now  Personnel  Adjutant 
at  Kelly  Rield,  Texas,  in  charge  thereof,  with  three  Civil  Service  mechanics, 
and  furnished  six  airplanes  of  the  JNS  type  together  with  the  necessary  supplies. 

The  past  summer  saw  approximately  35  reserve  officers  fly  about  400  air- 
craft hours.  This  can  he  considered  as  remarkable  when  it  is  taken  into  account 
that  there  were  but  two  airplanes  stationed  here  for  a greater  part  of  the  time. 
All  of  the  JN  type  airplanes  had  been  eliminated  in  September,  and  there  were 
hut  two  PT-1  airplanes  stationed  here  until  late  in  the  year,  when  two  more  were 
added  to  our  equipment.  A Douglas  0-2  air?) lane  was  also  added  for  the  use  of 
Captain  Thomas  S.  Voss,  Air  Corps,  . the  present  Unit  Instructor.  With  the  coming 
of  good  weather,  an  interest ing  and  intensive  training  program  will  he  put  into 
effect,  with  flying  practically  every  day  and. the  carrying  out  o.f  a practical 
mission.  . 

In  -competition  with  several  other  Air  Reserve  squadrons  which. were  at 
Langley  Eield,  Va. , last  summer  for  two  weeks  of  active  duty  training,  the  or- 
ganization was  awarded  a cup  for  being  the  host  all-around  Reserve  squadron  in 
the  Third  Corps  Area.  V. 

The  present  training  program  calls  for  the  carrying  on  by  the  squadron  of- 
ficers exclusively,  with  only  an  occasional  bit  of  assistance . from  the  Unit 
Instructor,  They  will  make,  the  necessary  plans-,  carry  them  out,  etc.;  in  fact, 
ran  the  organization  as  though  they  were  in  complete  charge.  This  will  prepare 
them  for  their  coming  summer  training  camp  at  Langley  Rield  in  July,  when  it  is 
hoped  that  they  will  be  permitted  to  take  over  the  affairs. of  one  of  the  Regular 
Army  units  stationed  there. 

A number  of  the  pilot-s  of  this  organization  are  engaged  in  commercial  avia- 
.tion.  Out  of  a total  of  35  flying-  officers,  15  hold  a Department  of  Commerce 
transport  license;  three  a limited  commercial  license  and  three- private  licenses. 
Eight  pilots  also  hold  a mechanic's  license  issued  them  by  the  Department  of 
Commerce.  Three  of  the  transport  pilots  are  engaged  by  the  local  Air  Mail  line 
as  air  mail  pilots  flying  between  Cleveland  and  Pittsburgh. 

The  organization  also  boasts  of  the  largest  group  of  enlisted  reservists 
(68)  assigned  to  any  one  reserve  unit.  Practically  all  of  them  are  engaged  in 
some  phase  of  aviation  which  will  fit  them  for  active  duty  in  case  of  a national 
emergency.  We  find  11  pilots  among  them,  one  of  whom  has  a ..transport  license, 

3 hold  limited  commercial  licenses  and  the  remainder  -private  pilot's  licenses. 
Nineteen  of  the  reservists  hold  a mechanic's  license  issued  by  the  Department 
of  Commerce  - both  airplane  and  airplane  engine.  Amongst  the  personnel. we  find 
all  occupations  necessary  to  carry  on  a Regular  Army  unit,  such  as  clerks, auto- 
mobile mechanics  and  chauffeurs,  several  electricians,  a chemist,  several 
lawyers,  policemen,  draftsmen,  oil  refiner,  tailors,  cooks,  radio  electrician 
and  operator,  welders,  cabinetmakers,  telephone  linesman  and  operator,  a photo- 
grapher, a journalist,  and  so  on. 

These  enlisted  reservists  are  so  enthusiastic  over  their. work  that  they  even 
attend  drill  once  a week  given  them  by  a Re;p.lar.'Army  noncommissioned  officer. 
They  attend  all  the  prescribed  Unit  meetings, -.hold,  their  own  in  the  Correspond* 
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erne  Course  School  lessons  and  come  out  to  the  field  to  receive  practical  instruc 
tion  from  the  Chief  Mechanic. 

We  are  setting  a pace  for  other  Reserve  squadrons  to  shoot  at.  This  coining 
year  we  hope  to  take  many  of  the  enlisted  men  to  camp  for  the  two  weeks'  train- 
ing period  and  give  them  some  actual  experience.  Last. year  ten  of  them  paid 
their  own  way  and  attended  camp  without  entailing  any  expense  to  the  government. 
They  spoke  so  highly  of  their  experience  that  everyone  is  anxious  to  at. tend  this 
year's  camp. 

0O0— 

AVIATION  IN  EUROPE  DESCRIBED  BY  MR.  IDE. 

By  A.  M.  Jacobs 

Mr.  J.J.  Ide,  American  representative  of  the  National  Advisory  Committee 
for  Acronaatics,  who  has  been  in  the  United  States  since  early  in  December  when 
he  came  to  attend  the  International  Conference  and  the  Chicago  Air  Exhibition, 
was  a recent  visitor  at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Ida's  address  to  the  Wright  Field  personnel  was,  as  always,  stimulat- 
ing, his  intimate  knowledge  of  technical  developments  in  the  foreign  fields 
being  like  the  opening  of  a door  to  eyes  eager  for  broader  visions.  He  spoke 
of  the  German  Aero  Show  held  at  Berlin  and  of  the  giant  aircraft  on  display 
there,  also  of  the  huge  seaplanes  being  built  by  the  Rohrbach  and  Dornier 
companies.  One  of  these  Rohrbachs , not  quite  completed,  he  described  as  being 
powered  with  12  Jupiter  engines  arranged  in  six  tandem  groups  above  the  wing. 

He  spoke  of  the  continued  interest  in  and  development  of  the  water-cooled. en- 
gine in  Germany  and  England. 

"The  ' Germans , 11  Mr.  Ide  said,  "make  their  passenger  cabins  comfortable  by 
having  long  exhaust  pipes  carried  back  to  a point  behind  the  cabin,  which  makes 
it  perfectly .possible  to  converse  with  the  windows  open.  While  the  Germans  lead 
the  world  in. passenger  aviation,  all  passenger  planes  in  Europe  have  become  ex- 
ceedingly comfortable.  These  aimlanes  have  plenty  of  leg  and  head  room.  Each 
passenger  has  his'  own  window  and  usually  a collapsible  table  for  his  use.  They 
have,  in  fact,  all  the  comforts  of  a first  class  railroad  car.  These  services 
also  have  an  elaborate  radio ‘communication  system.  They  know  the  weather  condi- 
tions within  one  hour  of  take-off." 

A resume' of  the  military  situation  was  given.  'He  spoke  of  the  light  train- 
ing planes  in  use.  in  Italy  and  France,  where  they  consider  it  wasteful  to  use 
expensive  pursuit  types  to  keep  pilots  in  training;  of  the  French  multiplace  de 
combat,  g 3-seater  fighter,  the  outstanding  exarm le  of  which  is  the  Bleriot  127, 
with  two  500  horsepower  Hi spano  Suiza  engines,  Three-seater  Fokkers  have  also 
been  ordered  by  the  Dutch  Government  for  long  distance  reconnaissance  purposes. 
The  idea  of  this  Fokker  is  to  protect  the  observer  from  rear  attacks.  The 
French'  Technical  Service  has  undergone  considerable  expansion  under  the  present 
Air  Minister,'  M.  Eynac , who  has  increased  the  appropriations  for  the  scientific 
and  technical  work  of  the  Government  to  the  total  of  $10,000,000,  an  increase 
from  four  to  fifteen  percent  of  the  total  budget  of  the  French  Air  Force. 

Mr.  Ide  plans  to  remain  in  the  United  States  about  a month  longer  to  com- 
plete his  technical  observations,,  when  he  will  return  to  his  v.rork  in  Paris.  It 
is  hoped  that  Mr.  Ide's  visits  to  the  Materiel  Division  may  be  an  annual  event. 

oOo— — 

PAN  AMERICAN  AIRWAYS  PILOT  VISITS  LANGLEY  FIELD 

Mr.  Robert  H.  Fatt,  Jr.  , craqk  pi.l,ot  of  the  new  Pan-American  Airways, 
dropped  into  Langley  Field  Jan.  27th  with  a Fokker  F-10  on  his  way  to  Miami, 

Havana,  Colon,  and  other  points  south.  Bad  weather  in  the  form  of  dense  fog 

held  him  up  for  two  days  at  this  field.  He  stated  that  ho  would  not  ordinarily 
stop  because  of  fog  or  other  bad  weather,  but  since  there  was  no  great  rush  to 
get  away  he  would  wait  itntil  clear  weather.  While  here  he  was  the  guest  of 

Lieut.  W.R.  Wolf  inbarger , an  old  mail,  pilot  goal  of  Fatt's. 

Mr.  Fatt  was  enthusiastic  over  the  Pan-American  prospects.  From  the  gen- 
eral tone  of  his  talk,  it  appears  that  the  big  aerial  companies  being  formed 
are  desirous  of  "chiseling"  out  the  best  of  the  Army  pilots , especially  those 
with  wide  experience.  And  with  remedial  legislation  for  the  Air  Corps  at  a 
standstill,  the  News  Letter  Correspondent  from  Langley  Field  opines  that  this 
should  not  be  hard  to  do. 
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LARGE  GRADUATING  CLASS  KIOM  THE  ADVANCED  FLYING  SCHOOL 


The  largest  graduating  class  in  the  history  of  the  Advanced  Plying  School  at 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  since  the  torr.inati.on  of  the  war , numbering . 8.0  Plying  Cadets 
and  four  officers  from  other  branches  of  the  Regular  Army,  will  receive  their 
wings  on  February  28th  next.  At  that  time  these  students  will  have  finished 
their  four  months’  course  of  advanced  flying  training  at  Kelly. Field Which,  com- 
bined with  the  eight  months'  work  performed  at  one  of  the  two  Primary  Flying 
Schools  of  the  Air  Corps , will  constitute  a full  year  of  intensive  flying  train- 
ing now  required  before  the  rating  of  "airplane  pilot"  can  be  bestowed. 

Seventy-one  of  these  students  will  be  commissioned  as  second  lieutenants  in 
the  Air  Corps  Reserve,  and  ten  students,  Y/ho  hold  Reserve  commissions  in  other 
branches  of  the  military  establishment,  will  be  transferred  to  the  Air  Corps. 

Those  students  who  are  slated  for  transfer  to  the  Air  Corps  Reserve  are  Cadets 
Kenneth  C.  Brown,  Edwin  A.  Dieted,  Haywood- S.  Hans oil,  Hans  T.E.  Hertsberg,  John 
P.  Kenny,  William  Lecel  Lee,  James  V.  McCauley,  Harry  A.  Saunders,  Walworth  D. 
Slingerland  and  Reginald  F.C.  Vance.  One  member  of  the  class,  Cadet  Edward 
Harrison  Alexander,  of  Hobart,  Indiana,  already  holds  a commission  as  Second 
Lieutenant  in  the  Air  Corps  Reserve. 

The  four  commissioned  officers  of  the  Regular  -Army  who  are  scheduled  to  grad- 
uate have  been  assigned  to  Air  Corns  stations  for  duty  as  follor-s  : 

Second  Lieutenant  Cecil  E.  Henry,  Selfridge  Field,  Michigan. 

Second  Lieutenant  James  A.  Willis,  Langley  Field,  Virginia. 

Second  Lieutenant  Samuel  J.  Sirnonton,  Fort  Crockett  , Texas. 

Second  Lieutenant  Kenneth  P,  McNaughton,  Post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma. 

The  only  foreign  representative  in  the  graduating-  - class  -is-  Cadet  Ramon  Arias, 
a native  of  Panama,  who  is  a graduate  of  the  United  States  Military  Academy,  West 
Point,  New  York,  and  the  son  of  Fanchot  Arias,  former  Panamanian  Minister  to 
Germany. 

Two  students  of  the  Class,  Cadets  Richard  I.  Dugan  and  Raymond  L.  Winn,  are 
members  of  the  famous  Caterpillar  Club.  Both  of  these  students,  while  undergoing 
primary  flying  training,  were  forced  to  resort  to  -the  parachute  in  order  to  reach 
the  ground  safely.  Each  one,  while  oracticing  aerial  acrobatics,  was  unable  to 
regain  control  of  his  "lane  in  time  after  it  went  into  a tail  spin.  The  perform- 
ance of  the  Army  parachute  enabled  them  to  continue  their  training  with  the  rest 
of  their  comrades. 

The  State  of  California  once  more  takes  the  lead  in  the  matter  of  student 
representation  with  13  prospective  graduates , • Kansas  being  next  in  order  with  six. 
Among  the  cities  represented,  Washington  leads  with  four  students. 

Of  the  82  graduating  Cadets,  G8  have  signified  their  desire  for  a tour  of 
extended  active  duty  under  their  Reserve  commission.  They  will  be  assigned  to 
Air  Corps  flying  fields,  as  follows:  27  to  Langley  Field,  Va. ; 1 to  Mitchel 
Field;  II  to  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. ; 2 to  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. ; 3 to  Marshall 
Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas;  10  to  Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas;  2 to  Fort  Sam 
Houston,  Texas;  2 to  Post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Okla. ; 8 to  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado, 
Calif.,  and  2 to  Crissy  Field,  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Calif. 

It  is  possible  that  a fair  percentage  of  these  new  Reserve  officers  will 
take  the  examination  for  permanent  a yo  ointment  in  the  Air  Corps,  Regular  Army,  as 
has  been  the  case  with  students  graduating  in  previous  classes. 

The  prospective  graduates  of  the  Advanced  Flying  School  are  listed  below, 
as  follows: 


ARIZONA 

ALABAMA 

ARKANSAS 

CALIFORNIA 


Harry  A.  Saunders 
Thomas  L.  Mosley 
James  W.  McCauley 
Sam  W.  Cheney 
M.H.  Anderson 
H.  S.  Kansell , Jr. 
Allen  J.  Mickle 
Trenholm  J . Meyer 
Lewis  R.  Parker 
Richard  B.  Stith 


Tucson 
Ersley 
,E1  Dorado 
Berkeley 
Berkel ey 
Berkeley 
Alameda 
Ant i o ch 
Eeaumont 
Hollywood 


Clarence  K.Roath  Pasadena 
Kenneth  C .Brown  Sacramento 


CALIFORNIA 


COLO  U.D0 
BIST.  COL. 


FLORIDA 

GEORGIA 
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Nob  1 e G.  Eueter  SanFran  cisco 
J, Arthur  Ronin  Santa  Ana 
J. Harold  Bundy  San  Jose 

David  R.  Graves  Los  Angeles 
George  F.  Kinzie  Greeley 
R . F . C . Van c e Washington 

James  H.  Wallace  Washington 
Chas,  W.  A1 verson  Washington 
Edwin  M„  lay  Washington 

Wmu  C.  TWvis  Saratosa 

Spencer  Callaway  Atlanta 
William  P . Sloan  Atlanta 
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IDAHO 

INDIANA 


IOWA 

KANSAS 


KENTUCKY 

LOUISIANA 

MASS. 

MI  CHI GAN 

MINNESOTA 

MISSOURI 


MONTANA 
NEBRASKA 
N.  H.  ' 
NEW  YORK 


Leonard  F. Harman 
Otis  F.  Bryan 
Harley  R.  Grater 
Edw.H.  Alexander 
Herry  E . Campbell 
Morley  F.Slaght 
Chas.  F.  Scott 
Floris  W.  Shade 
Raymond  L.  Winn 
Jack  W.  Wood 
Wm.  M.  Campbell 
L.R.  Brownfield 
Glenn  F.  Fields 


Boise 
Bloomington 
Lebanon 
Hobart 
Des  Moines 
Mt  . Vernon 
Iola 
Hays 
Kanorado 
Kansas  City 
Marion 
Independence 
Whitesburg 


Richard  V.  Conover  Lain  Charles 


Abbeville 
East  Milton 
Ann  Arbor 


N.  CAROLINA 
OHIO 


OKLAHOMA 

OREGON 


A1  Hugier  Booth 

M. S.  Hollidge 

Bar ward  0 . Lowry 
John  S .33.  Harvey  Traverse  City 
W.D.  Slingerland  Kasson 

Flint  Garrison, Jr.  St.  Louis 

N. A.Laurenzana  Kansas  City 

M.  F.  Tindall  Excelsior  Spgs 
Marl  Estes  Springfield 

Ralph  A.  Marphy  Kansas  City 
Richard  I.  Lagan  Whitefish 
Horace  J.  Reid  Pilger 

T.Robt .Starratt  Manchester 
William  T.Colman  Dankirk 

Thomas  S.  Power .Great  Neck, LI 

oOo- 


NORTH  DAKOTA 
TENNESSEE 


TEXAS 


WEST  VA. 
VIRGINIA 

WISCONSIN 

PANAMA' 


Edwin  L.Tacker  Laurinbur 
Albert  Boyd  Ashville 

Robt . H.  Clarke  Dayton 

Samael  R.  Spiker  Pi  qua 
Robert  M. Wilson  Toledo 

H.F.  Zimmerman  Clyde 

Dadley  D.  Hale  Solon 

Jack  Ho  Neale  Shawnee 

Chester  Gilger  Enid 

Byron  S.  Warner  Pendleton 
W.F.  Phillippi  Portland 

Ivan  D.  Houston  Eugene 

John  P.  Kenny  Portland 

George  H.Pfeuffer  Portland 
Wm.  A.  Matheny  Carrington 
Harry  H.  Jones  Nashville 
H.L.  Grills  Somerville 
John  W.  Thomas  Chattanooga 
H.T  .E.Hertzberg  SanAntonio 
Wm.  H.  Maverick  SanAntonio 
Edwin  A.  Die  tel  NewBramfels 
Wm.  Lecel  Lee  Weatherforc 

G. M.  Lasater  Falfurrias 

H. G. Nichols on, Jr. Charles to  i 

Frank  Armstrong, Jr. Richmond 
C. Weston  Goode  Salem 

Paul  M. Jacobs  Wauwautosa 
Frank  W. Raymond  Rhinelandei 
Ramon  Arias  Panama  Cit\ 


PICTORIAL  HISTORY  OF  AVIATION  SHOWN  AT  WRIGHT  FIELD 


A new  moving  picture  screen,  16  by  12  feet,  has  been  painted  on  the  stage 
wall  of  the  auditorium  of  the  Materiel  Division  at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

The  window  drapes  have  been  adjusted  to  proxDerly  exclude  light  , and  other  improve- 
ments have  been  made  to  better  the  facilities  for  satisfactory  moving  picture  pro- 
jection, changes  which  have  been  contemplated  ever  since  the  removal  to  the 
(still)  new  WTright  Field. 

The  first  film  to  be  shown  under  the  improved  conditions  was  one  assembled  b; 
the  National  Cash  Register  Company  for  the  entertainment  of  the  International 
delegates  called  for  conference  by  president  Coolidge,  and  also  to  celebrate  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  flight.  This  film  was  entitled  "Twenty- Five  Years  of 
Flight."  Since  much  of  it  had  been  made  by  the  Materiel  Division,  it  was  shown 

for  the  Division  personnel  on  January  22nd,  and  as  a very  detailed  pictorial  his- 

tory of  aviation  since  the  first  flight  it  was  greatly  enjoyed. 

oOo- — 

ATTACK  GROUP  PILOTS  PARTICIPATE  IN  AIR  MEET  AT  MIAMI,  FLA. 

A flight  of  nine  A-3's,  piloted  by  Major  John  H.  Jouett,  Lieut s . McHenry, 
McGinley,  Gross,  Zeigler,  Flock,  George,  MacNair  and  Kelley,  carrying  as  passen- 
gers Captain  Charles  E.  Brenn,  M.C.,  Flight  Surgeon,  and  crew  chiefs,  departed 

from  Fort  Crockett,  Texas,  for  Miami,  Fla.  Dae  to  inclement  weather,  the  depart- 

ure was  made  in  the  afternoon,  landing  being  made  at  Pensacola,  Fla. , where  the 
personnel  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  the  Navy  for  the  night. 

With  the  combined  efforts  of  many  sailors,  the  D-12Ts  were  started  on  an  ex- 
ceptionally cold  morning,  and  the  flight  arrived  in  Miami  that  evening.  Dae  to 
the  bad  weather,  several  of  the  civilian  entries  for  the  air  meet  did  not  arrive, 
and  Major  Jouett  was  asked  to  take  charge  of  military  and  naval  entries  in  order 
that  a satisfactory  meet  could  be  arranged.  Several  cups  were  won  by  service 
pilots  who,  it  is  believed,  .contributed  in  a large  measure  to  the  success  of  the 
meet.  It  was  intended  to  make  the  return  flight  to  Galveston  in  one  day,  but  a 
balky  engine  caused  a delay  in  starting,  and  it  was  necessary  to  land  at  New 
Orleans.  The  field  at  Fort  Crockett  is  not  equipped  with  landing  lights  and  Maj. 
Jouett  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  come  in  after  dark  with  the  nine  airplanes. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT  ORDERS  AFFECTING-  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS 


CHANGES  OF  STATION:  1st  Lieut.  Walter  K.  Burgess  relieved  from  detail  with 
Organised  Reserves,  9th.  Corps  Area,  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  and  detailed  to  duty 
at  University  of  Illinois,  Urbana,  111. 

1st  Lieut.  Harold  Brand,  12th  Ohs.  Squadron,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas,  to 
duty  in  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  Washington. 

Upon  completion  of  tour  of  duty  in  Panama  1st  Lieut.  Burton  F.  Lewis  to 
proceed  to  Crissy  Field:,  presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  for  duty. 

Major  Percy  E.  Yan  Nostrand  to  duty  as  instructor  at  Air  Gorps  Tactical 
School,  Langley  Field,  Va. , upon  completion  of  tour  of  duty  in  Hawaii. 

Major  Herbert  A.  Dargue  relieved  as  student  at  Army  War  College,  Washington 
D.C.,  and  to  Newport , R.I.  not  later  than  July  1,  1929,  for  duty  as  student, 
1929-1930  course,  at  Naval  War  College. 

Major  Hubert  R.  Harmon  relieved  from  duty  as  Assistant  Military  Attache  for 
Air,  London,  England,  and  to  United  States  Military  Academy,  West  Point,  N.I., 
for  duty  May  1,  1929. 

Major  B.Q,.  Jones  relieved  from  further  assignment  and  duty  as  student  at 
Army  War  College  and  detailed  as  member  of  War  Department  General  Staff,  effec- 
tive July  1,  1929. 

Upon  completion  present  course  of  instruction  at  Air  Corps  Tactical  School, 
Langley  Field,  Ya. , Capt.  Douglas  Johnston  to  serve  as  instructor  thereat. 

Captain  Oliver  S.  Ferson,  upon  completion  of  present  course  of  instruction 
at  Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  Langley  Field,  to  duty  as  Instructor  at  Air  Corps 
Technical  School,  Chanute  Field,  111. 

1st  Lieut.  Raphael  Baez , Jr.,  from  duty  with  11th  Bombardment  Squadron  to 
duty  at  Rockwell  Air  Depot,  Coronado,  Calif. 

1st  Lieut.  Wm.  R.  Sweeley,  instructor  at  Primary  Flying  School,  March 
Field,  to  duty  at  Clover  Field,  Santa  Monica,.  Calif. , with  Organized  Reserves. 

2nd  Lieut.  Kenneth  ?.  McNaughton,  uoon  completion  of  present  course  of  in- 
struction at  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  to  post  Field,  Fort  Sill,0kla. 

1st  Lieut.  Joseph  Smith,  Kelly  Field,  to  the  Philippines,  sailing  from 
San  Francisco  on  or  about  March  9,  1929. 

RELIEYED  FROM  DETAIL  TO  THE  AIR  CORPS:  2nd  Lieut.  Walter  G.  Staley  to  the  25th 
Infantry,  Fort  Huachuca.,  Arizona. 

2nd  Lieut.  Carl  H.  S turjfe-4  to  Signal  Corps,  2nd  Div.  , Fort  Sam  Houston,  Tex. 
2nd  Lieut.  Thomas  J.  Cody,.  Signal  Corps,  to  2nd  Div.  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Tex. 
2nd  Lieut.  John  B.  Allen  to  Signal  Cbrps , 1st  Division,  Fort  Bliss,  Texas. 
2nd  Lieut.  Ralph  J.  Butchers,  Infantry,  to  2nd  Div.,  Fort  Sam  Houston, Tex. 
2nd  Lieut.  Carl  S.  Graybeal,  Infantry,  to  2nd  Div.,  Fort  Sam  Houston, Tex. 

1st  Lieut.  Walter  R.  Kensey,  Jr.  to  Field  Art.  2nd  Div.  Ft.  Sam  Houston. 
DETAILED  TO  AIR  CORPS  AND  TO  BROOKS  FIELD/  TEXAS , JULY  1,  1929,  FOR  TRAINING: 

2nd  Lieut.  Frederick  P.  Munson,  Infantry. 

2nd  Lieut.  William  C.  Sams,  Jr.,  Infantry. 

2nd  Lieut.  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Infantry. 

2nd  Lieut.  David  p.  Daubach,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

RESERVE  OFFICERS  DETAILED  TO  EXTENDED'" ACTIVE  DUTY: 

2nd  Lieut.  Wm.  Chamberlayne  Bentley,  Jr.  to  Langley  Field, Va.  to  June  30,29. 
2nd  Lieut.  Edward  H.  Alexander .March  1,1929  to  Feb.  28 ,1930, Self ridge  Field 
2nd  Lieut.  Wm.  Douglas  Herring,  March  1,1929  to  February  28,  1930,  at  Fort 
Sam  Houston,  Texas. 

RESERVE  OFFICERS  RELIEVED  FROM  EXTENDED  ACTIVE  DUTY:  2nd  Lieutenant  James  N. 
Peyton,  Reserve,  February  19,  1929. 

RESIGNATIONS:  2nd  Lieutenant  Homer  Ceylon  Mnnson,  Air  Corps. 

Captain  Harvey  Weir  Cook. 

oOo 

CHANGES  IN  STATUS  OF  AIR  CORPS  ENLISTED  MEN 

1st  Sergeant  John  R.  Bluhm,  20th  Bombardment  Squadron,  Langley  Field,  Va. , 
placed  upon  the  retired  list. 

Staff  Sergeant  Wallace  C.  Cotton,  11th  School  Group,  Brooks  Field,  Texas, 
placed  on  the  retired  list. 

Technical  Sergeant  George  Anderson,  47th  School  Squadron,  March  Field, 

Calif. , promoted  to  Master  Sergeant. 

-65- 


7- 5865,  f.C. 


Staff  Sergeant  James  H.  Craine  (J.A.P.)  59th  Service  Squadron,  Langley  Field, 
promoted  to  Technical  Sergeant. 

1st  Sergeant  James  F.  Smyth,  Bolling  Field,  promoted  to  Master  Sergeant. 

1st  Sergeant  George  Garner,  5th  Observation  Sqdn.  Mitchel  Field,  placed  on 
the  retired  list. 

Master  Sergeant  Fred  Kelly,  Airplane  Pilot,  March  Field,  Calif.,  discharged 
by  purchase.,  thus  reducing  .number  of  enlisted  pilots,  including  Lighter- than- Air 
and  J.A.P’s,  to  37. 

Staff  Sergeant  Edward  Wetteran,  Kelly  Field,  appointed  Technical  Sergeant 
January  9,  1929,  to  fill  vacancy  recently  authorized. 

Staff  Sergeant  Gust  A.  Tayloe , Chanute  Field,  appointed  Technical  Sergeant 
January  9,  1929,  to  fill  one  of  newly  authorized  vacancies. 

Master  Sergeant  Robert  Hornby,  41st  School  Squadron,  Kelly  Field,  placed  on 
the  retired  list . 

Warrant  Officer  Emory  L.  Wallace  relieved  from  duty  at  6th  Corps  Area  Hqrs. 
and  assigned  to  duty  at  Hqrs.  4th  Corps  Area. 

Technical  Sergeant  George  .Gordon  appointed  Master  Sergeant  to  fill  vacancy 
in  41st  School  Squadron,  Kelly  Held,  Texas. 

Technical  Sergeant  James  K.  Crawley  appointed  as  Master  Sergeant  and  Staff 
Sergeant  Wm.  V.  Apple  as  Technical  Sergeant  to  fill  vacancies  at  Fort  Crockett, 
Texas,  due  to  retirement  of  Master  Sergeant  George  B.  Raymond. 

DIED  — Sergeant  Mike  Roshak,  January  22,  1929,  at  Fort  SrllcfdBt en , Texas , of 
injuries  received  when  struck  by  a propeller  at  Brooks  Field. 

oOo 

ASSOCIATED  PRESS  APPRECIATES  AIR  CORPS  COOPERATION 

Mr.  Walter  B.  Clausen,  Associated  Press  Correspondent,  in  a recent  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  stated: 

"My  dear  Mr.  la vis : 

I wish  to  express  to  you  an  appreciation  for  the  splendidly  efficient  ar- 
rangements of  the  War  Department  by  which  information  has  been  made  so  easily 
available  to  the  press  on  the  flight  of  the  "Question  Mark"  to  date. 

At  Metropolitan  Airport  and  Rockwell'  Field,  representatives  of  the  press 
have  found  what  I am  pleased  to  term. an  ideal  situation.  Under  the  administra- 
tion of  Mr.  H.J.  Adamson  and  Press  Relations  Officer,  Lieut.  Clarence  p.  Kane, 
facilities  have  been  so  adequately  provided  that  not  only  have  requests  been 
promptly  met,  but  the  needs  of  the  newspapermen,  ha. ve  been  anticipated.  Mr. 
Adamson  and  Lieut.  Kane  revealed  basic  newspaper  training  so  valuable  for  the 
duties  entrusted  to  them.  We  have  found  in  ever y Army  officer  connected  with  the 
mission  a most  delightful  spirit  of  cooperation.  I have  met  every  officer  at 

Rockwell  Field  and  the  Metropolitan  Airport,  and  it  is  a pleasure  to  say  that 

there  is  not  a single  exception. 

Such  field  arrangements , revealing  administration  by  those  who  have  a valu- 
able background  of  press  experience,  provide  a service  which  reflects  most  credit 
ably  to  the  Army  and  to  the  War  Department. 

I feel  that  you  will  be  interested  to  know  that  I am  writing,  to  General 
Manager  Kent  Cooper  of  the. Associated  Press  that  the  Army  has  won  a higher  pride 
in  these  most  satisfactory  field  arrangements  for  the  press. 

oOo 

READ  THIS  AND  WEE? 

From  time  to  time  there  are  received  in  the  Office  of  the  C 'ief  of  the 

Air  Corps  from  various  sources  letters  which  are  most  horrible  examples  of 

wretched  spelling,  poor  grammar  and  sheer  nonsense . A letter  along  somewhat 
different#:  lines  recently  found  its  way  in  the  personnel  Division  which  fur- 
nished eloquent  testimony  of  the  surprising  lack  of  knowledge  concerning  the 
United  States  Army  in  quarters  where  one  would  least  expect  it.  This  letter, 
coming  from  an  educational  institution  and  transmitting  the  scholastic  record 
of  one  of  its  undergraduates  who  was  an  applicant  for  appointment  as  Flying 
Cadet  in  the  Army  Air  Corps,  was  addressed  as  follows: 

"A.  D.  Jutant,  General 
Washington,  D.C. 

My  dear  Mr.  Jutant: 
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NEWLY  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN'  THE  AIR  CORPS 


As  a result  of  the  examination  held  on'  January  17th  last  of  candidates  for 
appointment  as  2nd  Lieutenant  in  the  Air  Corps,  Regular  Army,  48  qualified  for 
such  appointment.  The  'names  of  these  newly  commissioned  Air  Corps  officers  and 
the  stations  to  which  they  are  to  he  assigned  to  duty  are  given  below,  as 
follows : ' 

Name  Station 


Walker,  Ronald  R. 
Broughton,  Donald  E. 
Erickson,  Wilbur 
Brownfield,  Ralph  0. 

Hix  , Guy  F . 

Pirtle,  Robert  E.L. 
Hudson,  LeRoy 
pillet,  Frederick  A. 
Pitts , Joel  G. 

Rice,  Eugene  H. 

Berry,  John  G. 

Mallory,  Joel  E. 
Williams,  Roger  V. 

Ives,  Norman  H. 

Robinson,  Stanley  K. 
Solter,  Andrew  F. 

Fator,  Lilburn  D. 

Giant zberg,  Frederick  E. 
Henry,  Draper  F, 

Akre;,  Roland  0 .S . 
Shephard,  Willard  R. 
3uckman,  Donald  W. 
Higgins,  Warren  H. 

Tull,  Lloyd  H. 

Agee,  Walter  R. 
Stranathan,  Leland  S. 
Robertson,  William  A.R. 
Heber,  Reginald 
Johnson,  Robert  D. 
Pennington,  Hanford  W. 
Kelley,  Archibald  M. 
Zeigler,  Francis  M. 

Barr,  Julius  A. 
Winefordner,  John  A. 
Moore,  Aubrey 
Theison,  Carl  F. 

Sanders , Homer  L, 

Wurt smith,  Paul  B. 
Warburton,  Ernest  K. 
Shanahan,  Paul  E. 
Duckworth,  Joseph  B. 
Earnest,  Charles,  H. 
McArthur,  William  H. 
Woodbury,  Murray  C. 
Bawsel , Lindsay  M. 

Kayo,  Minton  W. 

Lyon,  Donald  R. 

Hansen,  George  W.  • 


.Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas. 

ii 

n 

it 

tt 

» 

Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas. 

ii 

ii 

ii 

. ii 

Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif* 

ii 

ii 
if , 
ii 

Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma. 

Mitchel  Field,  Long  Island,  .New  York. 

ti 

it 

ii 

Langley  Field,  Hampton,  Va. 
ii 

.it 

it 

Polling  Field,  Anacostia,  D.C. 

ti 

Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas. 

ir  ' W 1 ’ 

ti 

ii 

ii 

Self  ridge:  Field,  Mt . Clemens,  Mich. 

ii 

ii 

ii 

it 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

Maxwell  .Field,  .Montgomery,  Ala. 
ii 

ii 

ii 

Crissy  Field,  presidio  San  Francisco , Cal. 
n 

...  . . ...  » 

oOo — - 


OFFICERS  OF -OTHER  BRANCHES  TRANSFERRED  TO  AIR  CORPS 

Special  Orders  of  the  War  Department.,  recently  issued,  announced  the  trans- 
fer of  the  following- named  officers  from  various  branches  of  the  service  to  the 
Army  Air  Corps,  effective  January  22,  1929,  with  rank  -from  January  14,  1927,  viz: 
2nd  Lieutenant  Orrin  L.  Grover,  Coast  Artillery  Corps. 

• 2nd  Lieutenant  Neil  B.  Harding,  Infantry. 
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2nd  Lieutenant'  Charles  A.  Harrington,  Corps  of  Engineers 
2nd  Lieutenant  John  C.  Crosthwaite , Cavalry 
2nd  Lieutenant  James  D.  Curtis,  Coast  Artillery  Corps 
2nd  Lieutenant  Milton  M.  Towner,  Field  Artillery 

2nd  Lieutenant  Marvin  M.  Burnside,  Coast  Art.  Corps  (.rank  June  30,1926/ 
2nd  Lieutenant  Maurice  F.  Daly,  Field  Artillery. 

2nd  Lieutenant  David  M.  Hackman,  Infantry. 

2nd  Lieutenant  George  ¥ . McGregor,  Field  Artillery. 

2nd  Lieutenant  Fay  R.  Upthegrove , Infantry. 

2nd  Lieutenant  Ernest  fe.  Schmidt,  Infantry. 

2nd  Lieutenant  Orrin'L.  Grover,  Coast  Artillery  Corps. 

0O0 

AIR  CORPS  COOPERATION  PRAISED 

Expressing  his  appreciation  of  the  cooperation  of  the  Air  Corps  in  a recent 
search  for  Mr.  Louis  Sweet,  who  was  lost  on  the  ice  near  Crane  Island  in  Lake 
Michigan,  Mr.  John  L.A.  Ga.lster , ^ of  the  petoskey  Portland  Cement  Co.,  Petoskey, 
Michigan,  addressed  the  fallowing  communication  to  Colonel  Charles  Danforth, 
Commanding  Officer  of  Selfridge  Field,  Mt . Clemens,  Michigan: 

11  Dear  Colonel  Danforth: 

I want  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  the  assistance  given  fis 
in  connection  with  the  search  for  Mr.  Sweet  who  was  lost  out  on  the  ice.  Natural- 
ly, we  regret  that  the  search  was  in  vain.  Nevertheless,  it  was  ally  carried 
on,  and  not  only  the  close  relatives  and  friends  of  Mr.  Sweet  "but  the  entire 
northern  part  of  the  Lower  Peninsula  appreciate  the  splendid  effort  that  was 
made  to  locate  Mr.  Sweet. 

Your  men,  Lieuts . Elliott  and  Cobh  and  Sergeant  Buff  made  a very  complete 
search  and  worked  at  times  against  great  odds , and  their  work  reflects  credit 
upon  the  United  States  Army." 

Another  letter  addressed  to  Colonel  Danforth  from  Mr.  Henry  Sullivan  of 
Petoskey,  Mich.,  dated  January  30th,  reads  as  follows: 

"As  director  of  the  search  for  Louis  Sweet,  who  was  lost  out  on  the  ice 
near  Crane  Island  in' Lake  Michigan,  I want  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation 
for  the  splendid  service  rendered  by  the  aviators  in  assisting  in  this  search. 

I am  sure  that  I voice  the  sentiment  of  the  entire  community  when  I say  that 
we  are  all  deeply  indebted  to  you  for  this  service.  I personally  know  that  the 
aviators  risked  their  own  lives  for  many  hours  in  this  task,  and  I know  that 
every  foot  of  territory  was  thoroughly  covered  by  them.  It  was  not  their  fault 
that  they  did  not  see  Louis  Sweet  in  the  light  house  in  which  he  took  refuge. - 
He  was  not  in  sight  himself  when  the  planes  circled  around  the  light  house  time 
after  time,  nor  did  he  leave  out  any  signal  of  distress  from  which  it  could  be 
determined  that  he  was  there.  At  the  time  the  planes  circled  the  light  house 
Sweet  was  stretched  out  inside  the  light  house,  unable  to  even  raise  his  head, 
to  give  a signal.  I was  personally  with  the  various  planes  when  this  territory 
was  searched,  and  I know  that  we  flew  as  near  the  light  house  as  was  consistent 
with  safety,  and  if  there  had  been  the  least  visible  signal  of  distress  at  that • 
time  we  would  have  seen  it. 

The  aviators  deserve  a great  deal  of  credit  in  this  service,  and  I want  you 
to  know  that  the  entire  community  appreciates  all  that  they  have  done." 

— - 0O0 — — 

MAJOR  PEEK  BOMBED 

Major  Norman  ¥.  peek,  Air  Corps,  stationed,  at' Langley  Field,  Va.  , was 
struck  by  a fragment  of  an  aerial  bomb  'recently  during  a realistic  bomb  raid 
near  Fort  Eustis.  'The  Major  was  the  bomber  in 'the  rear  seat  of  an  0-11,  and 
when  the  plane  dived  low  over  the  target  he  released  his  bomb.  The  bomb  ex- 
ploded, hurling  fragments  into  "constructive"  enemy  personnel,  but  apparently 
not  content  with  constructive  ground  casualties,  ft  sailed  a piece  up  into  the 
air  and  nicked  the  flying  Major  ovor  the  left  eye.. 

Major  Peek  says  that  a few  more  such  experiences  will  harden  him  and  make 
him  immune  to  bomb  explosions. 
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BA .TO  TO  DUSK  FLIGHT  TC  PANAMA 


A dawn- to- dusk  flight  from  this  country  to  the  Panama  Canal  Zone  will  he 
launched  on  -March  10th  by  the  Array  Air  Corps.  The  first  model  of  the  p-12  -new- 
est and  fastest  of  Army  pursuit  planes  - delivered  to  the  Air  Corps : has  been, 
selected  for  this  pioneering  flight  which;,  ■ if  successful,  will  indicate  the  pos- 
sibility. as  to  rate  of  delivery  for  future,  express ,"  mail  and  cargo  service 
between  this  country  and  Central. and  South  America.  ; 

Captain  Ira  C.  Faker,  who  recently  won  distinction  as  Chief  Pilot . of  the 
Army  Air  Corps  'endurance  plane'  QUEST  I OH-  EiREg  will  be  at  the  controls  of  the 
plane  which  is  d single-seater.  The . territory  over  which  he  will  fly  is  not  new; 
to  the  flier,  who  covered  it  in  1926.-27  as  a member  of  the  pan- American  Good 
Will  Mission  flight,  and  again  last  spring  when  he .flew  Assistant  Secretary  of 
War  P.  'Trubee  Davison  and  Maj  o.r- General  Janes  E.-  Fechet , Chief  of  Air  Corps,  on 
their  inspection  trip  to  the  Canal  Zone.  in  the  event  the  southward  dawn-to- 
dusk  project  is  successful,  Capt.  Faker  wall  stage  another  race  with  daylight,  and 
time  on  his  .return  trip  by  leaving  Panama  at  dawn  in  an  endeavor  to  reach  Browns- 
ville', Texas,  that  evening',  and  Washington,  D.C.,  the  following  day. 

Brownsville  and  France  Field  will  be,,  the  terminal's  Of  the  flight.  Between 
these  two  points,  separated  by  a distance  of  some  2,000  miles,  Captain  Eaker  will 
make-five  landings  to  take  on  fuel.  These  stops  will  be' at  Tamnico  and 
Minatitlan,  Mexico;  Guatemala  City,  Guatemala;  Managua , Nicaragua;  David,  Repub- 
lic of  Panama,  and  France  Field.  The  gaps  between  these  cities  are  about  350 
miles,  excepting  that  between  David  and  France  Field,  which  is  about  250  .miles. 

At  each  of  the  stops,  Captain  Eaker  will  take  aboard  70  gallons  of  extra 
high  test  airplane  fuel  consisting  of  25^  benzol  and  75^  aviation -gasoline. 

Taking  his  cue  from  lessons  learned  during  the  cruise  of  the  QUESTION 'MARK,  Cant. 
Eaker  will  not  follow  the  slow  pro cess  of  the  ordinary  method  of"  filling  his 
tanks  by  pouring  gas  from  tins  through  a funnel.  Instead,"  there  will  be  on  the 
right  side  of  the  cockpit  in  his  ship  a hand-wobble  pump  to1'  'which  will  be  attach- 
ed a 20  foot  hose.  This  hose  will  be  inserted  into  drums  from"  which  the  gas  will 
be  pumped  directly  into  the;'  tanks  aboard  the  plane.'  Inasmuch  as  the  rate  of  flow 
through  the  pump  is  about  35  gallons  per  minute,  and 'as  Captain  Eaker  will  keep 
his  motor  running  while  refueling,,  it  is  estimated  that  each  landing  will  con-  . 
sume  no  more  than  three  or  four  minutes. 

Aside  from  the  pump  and  the  hose,  the  only  other  special  equipment  on  the 
shin  is  a 70  gallon  tank  which  will  renlace  the  standard  50  gallon  container 
fitted  under  the  motor.  This  tank  installation,  together  with  the  regular  ,50- 
gallon  tank,  built  in  the  fuselage,  gives  the  plane  a total  fuel  capacity  of,  12.0 
gallons,  which  its  450  h.p.  motor  will  consume  at  the  rate'  of  35  gallon's  an.  hour. 
The  ship  has  a cruising  speed  of-  from  150  to  155  miles  ah  hour,  and  a maximum 
speed  of  188  m.p.h.  ' However,  .Captain  Eaker  does' not  intend  to  push  his  motor  to 
its  top-notch  speed  unless  strong  headwinds  or  other  conditions ' should  force  him 
to  do  so.  He  intends  to.  run  it  at  about  1750  r.p:rn.  , which’ will  give  him  an  air- 
speed of  about  150  miles  an  hour,  thus  enabling  him  to  reach  Panama  some  15,hrs« 
after  his  plane  leaves  the  ground  at  4,  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  March' 10th. . 

The  ship  which  will  be  named  "The  Pan-American,  " is  the’  latest  Army  pursuit 
plane.  This  fast  and  tiny  aircraft  - its  wihgspread  ' is  only  23  feet  and  from  tip 
to  tail  it  measures  not  more  than  7 yards  -■  stands  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  huge 
tri-motored  ship  which  Capt  , Eaker  piloted  :for  so  many  hours  during  more  than  40 
refueling  contacts  in  mid-air.  It  will  not  be  possible'  to  refuel  the  "Pan. 
American"  in  flight,  as.  in  the  first  place:  refueling  ships  are  not  fast  enough  to 
keen  up  with  this  pursuit"  ship.  Its  450  h.p.,  motor  represents  the  combined 
power  of  two  of  the  three  engines  used,  on  the , QUESTION^  MARK.  The  power  plant  as' 
d 9-cylinder ,.  air- cooled  motor  equipped,  with  a super  charging  arrangement  which 
feeds  air  at  sea  level  temperature  aiid  pressure  into  the  carburetor,  thus  insur- 
ing efficient  engine  performance  up  to  extremely  high’ altitudes.  The  super 
charger  will  come  in  handy  on  the  Minatitlan-Guatemala  City  lap,  when  Captain 
Eaker  :_iust  climb  to  nearly  10,000  feet  to  get  over  the  mountains  back  of  which 
lies  the  mile-high  airport  which  serves  the  Guatemalan  capital. 

The  color  scheme  of  the  ship  will  be  as  unusual  as  it  is  striking.  It  will 
have  an  ebony  body,  crimson  nose  and  tail and'  silvery  white  wings. 

Captain  Eaker  is  now  in  Seattle  where  the  ship  is  being  built.  He  plans  to 
leave  for  Kelly  Field  shortly,  making  .overnight  - stops  at  Oakland, Riverside  and 
San  Diego,  Calif.;  Tucson,  Ariz.  ; El  Paso ‘and  Mid  lard,  Tex.as.  Thorough  flight 
tests  will  be  conducted  at  ^elly  Field,  where  also  will  be  installed  the  special 
tank  and  the  pumping  gear.  These  details  attended  to,  Captain  Eaker  will  fly  to 
Brownsville  March  8th  or  Sth,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  start  the  dawn-to-dusk  flight 
on  March  10th,  if  weather  conditions  are  favorable. 
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NOTES  FROM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 
0O0 

Port  Crockett,  C-alveston,  Texas,  January  31st . 

flying  training  for  the  -oast  month  consisted  of  practice  and  record  firing 
in  accordance  with  Training  Regulations  440-40 . The  Eighth  Attack  Squadron  has 
nearly  completed  the  required  course.  The  Ninetieth  Attack  Squadron  will  have 
the  use  of  the  ranges  and  tow  target  facilities  during  the  month  of  February, 

Annual  pistol  practice  and  record  firing  will  he  held  at  Port  Crockett 
beginning  February  1st  and  Organization  Commanders  are  already  training  their 
personnel  in  trigger  squeeze  and  sighting. 

Lieut s.  Williams,  McBlain  and  Robbins  were  ordered  to  the  Air  Corns  Train- 
ing Center  at  Duncan  Field.  The  latest  reports  from  J.G.  are  that  he  is  now 
learning  to  be  a.  dual  instructor  under  the  tutelage  of  his  former  students  at 
Brooks  Field. 

Lieut.  Davidson,  in  addition  to  being  Croup  Armament  Officer,  is  now 
Commanding  the  Sixtieth  Service  Squadron,  and  Lieut.  McCinley  is  the  Engineer 
Officer  . 

Due  to  the  recent  filled  in  area  adjacent  to  Port  Crockett,  all  drainage 
which  has  been  installed  was  made  worthless  and  the  past  rainy  season  caused 
considerable  discomfort  and  actual  distress,  due  to  lakes  which  have  formed 
in  the  area  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  quarters,  transportation  and  cort-:  . 
rals.  Work  is  now  nearly  completed  on  a new  drainage  project  which,  it  is  be- 
lieved, will  eliminate  this  Source  of  distress.  Ditches  which  were  covered  by 
Shifting  sands  are  now  being  opened  and  within  a very  short  time  will  be  in 
shape  to  use.  Due  to  the  kindness  of  the  City  of  Galveston  which  loaned  the 
Quartermaster  rollers  and  graders,  the  shell  roads  have  been  put  in  race  track 
condition.  Construction  of  a community  garage  building  and  a new  building  to 
house  the  Post  Exchange  tailor ,- permit  ted  the  removal  of  several  old  and  un- 
sightly small  buildings,  thus  greatly  enhancing  the,  appearance  of  the  Post. 

Funds. expe cted  for  the ' construct  ion  of  a runway  on  the  airdrome  have  not 
as  yet  been  received,  and  strenuous  efforts  are  being  made  by  Ca.pt.  Wooten, 
Ooerations  Officer,  to  keep  at  least  one  smooth  runway  for  take-offs  end  land- 
ings. This  would  have  been  practically  imuossible  had  it  not  been  that  Galves- 
ton has  been  blessed  with  an  over  amount  of  rain  this  past  season,  the  rain 
serving  the  dual  purpose  of  rooting  the  grass  in  the  loose  sand,  as  well  as 
decreasing  the  amount  of  flying  which  could  be  done. 

Colonel  C.B.  Stone,  Jr.,  Inspector  General  of  the  8th  Corps  Area,  completed 
an  inspection  of  the  Group  and  Post.  We  believe  the  Colonel  was  very  much 
pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  he  found  the  activities  at  ^ort  Crockett 
functioning.  During  his  visit  here  he  accompanied  Major  Jouett  and  C^ot . Wooten 
on  a hunting  trip  to  the  -roup  camp  on  Matagorda  Peninsula.,'  and  incidentally , 
owing  to  exceedingly  inclement  and  foggy  weather  while  there,  was  given  an  ac- 
tual demonstration  of  why  flying  pay  is  allowed  to  Air  Corps  pilots. 

General  Lahm,  Commanding  General  of  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  and 
Lieut.  Ogden,  were  visitors  at  Port  Crockett  on  January  26th,  stopping  in  for 
lunch  with  Major  Jouett  on  their  way  by  air  from  New  Orleans  to  San  Antonio.. 

Lieut.  Thomas  W.  Munford,  C.A.C.,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Harbor  De- 
fenses, fired  eight  rounds  from  Battery  Hampton'  on  the  24th  of  January.  The 
firing  was  observed  by  practically  all  Of  the  Air  Corps  Officers,  and  Lieut. 
Davidson  is  now  working  on  a water  cooling  device  to  prevent  the  ten  inch  guns 
from  overheating.  Major  Hayes,  Corps  Area  Ordnance  Officer,  was  present  at 
Port  Crockett'  to  observe  the  firing. 

Eight  A-3s  were  sent  to  the  Son  Antonio  Air  Depot  for  overhaul,  and  are 
expected  to  be  completed  in  time  for  use  in  the  spring  maneuvers. 

Cept . Horace  N.  Heisen,  A.C.,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Ninetieth  Attack 
Squadron,  returned  from  leave  of  absence  of  one  month  and  fourteen  days,  during 
which  time  the  speedometer  of  his  new  Ford  shows  that  he  covered  8030  miles. 

He  was  given  the  Group  Cup  for  distance  in  miles  for  the  month  of  January . 

Langley  Field,  Hampton,  Va . , January  31,1929. 

Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  by  Lt . Wm.J,  McKiernan , Jr . : The  period  embrac- 
ing January  16th  to  the  27t,h,  both  dates  inclusive , was  devoted  to  Attack  Flying 
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Training,  Navigation  Training  Flights,  Routine  Test  Flights  and  Routine  Training 
Flights,  both  for  the  commissioned  and  enlisted  personnel.  A tota.l  of  twelve 
successful  Navigation  Training  Flights  were  performed  during  this  period  in  air- 
. planes  of  this  organisation  by-  personnel  of  the  Bombardment  Group  and  the  Air 
Corps  Tactical  School. 

In  order  to  proceed  with  their  regular  training  schedule,  the  Second  Bom- 
bardment-Group has  been  using  the  Curtiss  AT -5  and  0-11  airplanes  of  this  organ- 
ization in  the  above- period,  during  the  forenoon  of  each  day  when  the  weather 
oermitted, 

,•  ' On  January  26th,  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School  furnished  a flight  of  five 
Curtiss  AT-5  airplanes  to  act  as  escort  to  the  "Question  Mark",  which  was  to 
have  been  en  route  from'  Greensboro,  N.C  . , to  Bolling  Field,  D.C.  This  Flight 
proceeded  from  this  station  at  9:00  A.M . on  the  above  date,  but  in  view  of  the 
fact 'that  the  Flight  of  the  "Question  Mark"  was  delayed  because  of  minor  re- 
pairs , the  above  flight  proceeded  to  Bolling  Field,  and  later  returned  to 
Langley  Field , 'r 

Inclement  weather  lately  has  retarded  flying  operations  to- a.  great  extent. 

Nineteenth  Airship  Company,  by  Lt . M.E,  Me Hugo , A . C . : There  has  been  no 

flying  during  the  nest  week  by  the  19th,  due  to  weather  conditions. 

Work-  on  the  "TC-10-254"  is  progressing  rapidly  and  the  ship  will  be  ready 
for  a test  flight  within  a few  days.  When  this  ship  was  deflated  it  had  a 
record  of  1560  aircraft  -hours  and  slightly  over  11,000  man  hours. 

2nd  Lieut.  U zal  G . Ent-,  A . C . , of  this  organization,  was  given  the  Cheney 
Award  for  1928  for  courage,  daring  and  heroism  in  endeavoring  to  save  the  life 
of  Lieut.  Paul  Evert, A. C,,  when  their  balloon,  entered  in  the  National  Elimin- 
ation Race  from  Pittsburgh  last.  May,  was  struck  by  lightning  and  burned  near 
Voungwood,  Pa,  Lieut.  Ent  also  received  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross  for  his 
daring  act.  The  awarding  of  the  Cheney  Award  to  Lieut.  Ent  marked  the  second 
consecutive  year  it  was  given  to  a member  of  the  19th  Airship  Comnany,  Master 
Sergeant  Parry  A.  Chapman  having  received  the  Award  for  1927  for  his  heroism 
during  the  Roma  Disaster,  February  21st,  1922. 

On  January  20th,  the  19th  Airship  Company  Soccer  Team  easily  defeated  the 
Norfolk  Clan  at  the  Norfolk  League  Pa.rk  by  the  score  of  5 to  1.  The  19th  is 
rated  the  fastest  and  cleverest  team  in  Virginia  and  it  is  expected  to  finish 
at  the  top  of  the  League  again  this  year. 

2nd  Photo_Section,  Air  Corps,  by^Lt . Wm. B^  Blaufuss , A -C . : During  the  past 
week  the  Photo  Section  performed  its  routine  duties.  Verticals  and  oblique 
pictures  were  taken  of  the  Hebron  Airport. 

2nd  Bombardment  Group  Headquarters , A.C.,  by  Lt . A.J.  Kerwin  Malone, A. C,, 
Commanding:  The  recent  epidemic  of  Influenza  has  not  seriously  impared  the 
efficiency  of  this  organization  - only  two  men,  Privates,  First  Class,  Henry 
and  Stein  being  confined  in  the  hospital.' 

Pvt,.  1st  Class,  Wat  son , who  recently  returned  from  Walter  Reed  General 
Hospital,  Washington,  D . C . , is  now  on  furlough. 

Pvt.  Sootts,  who,  due  to  his  athletic  abilities  was  unable  to  get  a fur- 
lough during  the  football  season,  was  granted  one  'recently  and,  on  account  of 
illness  in  his  family,  was  granted  a ten  day  extension. 

Cpl . Fink,  having  successfully  completed  a course  in  Armament  at  Chanute 
Field,  Illinois,  and  passing  the  Air  Mechanics  examination  with  a grade  of  97$, 
was  rated  Air  Mechanic,  First  Class. 

Lieut.  Bivins,  who  took  off  on  a cross-country  last  Thursday,  was  detained 
in  Middletown,  Pa.,  over  ^riday  and  Saturday  due  to  inclement  weather. 

Sgt'.  Walter  A.  Siebert  returned  Sunday,  as  passenger,  from  a cross-country 
flight  to  Mitchel  Field,  New  York. 

Pvt.  1st  Cl.  William  C . Watson  recently  returned  from  a 45  days’  furlough. 

Pvt.  1st  Cl.  Ray  E . Henry  is  the  only  man  of  this  organization  now  on  the 
sick  list.  Tie  is  expected  to  be  returned  for  duty  within  the  next  two  days. 

20th  Bombardment  Squadron , A . C . , by  Lt . M .M . Burnside , A . C . ; Lieut . Higgins 
departed  on  a cross-country  flight  to  New  Vork  on  January  19th. 

The  Squadron  still  continues  to  operate  with  only  one  plane.  However, 
several  AT -5s  of  the  A.C.T.S.  have  been  placed  at  our  disposal  for  the  nerform- 
a.nce  of  navigation.  We  . have  also  been  using  the  two  0-lls  of  the  59th  Service 
Squadron  for  gunnery  missions.' 

49th  Bombardment  Squadron , A . C . , by  Cant.  O.G,  Sellc rs , Air-Res ., Commanding : 

1st  Sgt.  William  H,  Capell  was  recently  granted  by  the  U.S.  Government  a patent 
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on  what  is  termed.  "Retracting  Landing  lights"  . The • members- of  the-  49th  Bombard- 
ment Squadron  congratulate  him.  ■ 

Enlisted  Pilot,  Tech.Sgt.  Samuel  J.  Davis,  through  his  devotion  and  integ- 
rity, was  promoted  to  the  grade  of  Master  Sergeant.  He  was  transferred  to  the 
15th  Observation  Squadron , A. C . , at  Selfridte  Field,  Michigan.  While  wishing  him 
the  oast  of  luck,  the  Squadron  regrets  very  much  to  lose  him. 

96 1 h Bombardment  Squadron,  A ,C  . , by  Lt . Ernest^  G Schmidt , A . C , ; Lieut . 
Hackman  w 10  .just  returned  from  a week  end  cross-country  flight  to  Yitchel  Field, 
Hew  York,  left  for  Washington , D . C . , today  in  a formation  from  the  A.C.T.S.  to 
escort  the  "Question  Mark". 

The  recently  assigned  officers  have  practically  caught  up  in  the  Group 
Training  Program. 

o9th  Service  Squadron , A . C . , by  Lt . George  R.  Gee.r  , A .C.,  Commanding:  Sgt . 
Air  Mechanic  1st  Cl...  Henry  H.  Young  was  discharged  on  January  17,  1929  and  re- 
enlisted on  January  18,  19.29  for  -three  more  years. 

2nd  Bombardment  Group,  Langley  Field,  Virgin! a,,  January  28th;  Gradually 
the  2nd  Bombardment  Group  :s  ge-tting  back  to  ' its  individual  training  program. 
Three  LB-5-As  were  returned  from  'the  Aero  Repair  where  the  stability  of  the  '.ail 
has  been  improved  somewhat.  These,  ships  are  kept  in. the  air  both  morning  and 
afternoon  by  pilots  endeavoring  to'  complete  the'  training  in- camera  obscura,  'comb- 
ing, navigation,  radio  and  gunnery  missions.  It  will  not  be  possible  to  com- 
plete this  training  by  February  1st,  as  anticipated,  but  it  will  be  carried  on 
into  the  next  period  of  training. 

The  LB-6s  are  scheduled  to  arrive.  February  1st  and  the  Curtiss  "Condors" 
about  March  1st.  When  these  ships  arrive  it  will  give  the  Bombardment  Group 
the  first  opportunity  it  has  had  to  act  as  a Group.  ■ 

The  two  new  hangars  are  nearing  completion  and  will-' be  ready  for  the  ships 
when  they  arrive . . • 

Great  interest'  has  been  shown  by  Pilots  and  enlisted  personnel  in  the  new 
L.B-7  which  recently  arrived  at  this  field .- 

Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  February  5th. 

The  16th  Observation  Squadron  has  not  let  up  in  the  training  of  its  flying 
personnel  nor  the  missiors  pertaining  to  Cavalry  during  the  cold  weather.  The 
new  type  tank  trucks  for  heating  oil  and  water  aided. t.o  a great  extent  in  carry- 
ing on  regardless  of  the  weather. 

With  the  temperature  around  zero,  the  entire  flying  personnel  in  a nine 
ship  formation,  led  by  Major  Goolrick,  flew  to  Leavenworth  and  return  last  week. 

Lieut.  Homer  C .. Munson  submitted  his  resignation  in  order  to  accept  a 
position  with  the  Boeing  Air  Transport  Company  as  air  mail'  pilot.  We  wish  Lieut. 
Munson  much  success  in  his  new  work. 

Lieuts.  Duncan,  Atkinson  and  Broughton  recently  returned  from  Duncan  Field, 
Texas,  with  three  Primary  Training  Planes  which  are  now  assigned  the  16th 
Observation  Squadron. 

Major  H.H.  Arnold,  who  is  stationed  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  flies  over  for  a 
short  visit  occasionally . We  are  always  glad  to  see  our  old  Commanding  Officer. 

Classes  in  various  subjects  required  by  The  Adjutant  General  have  been 
held  regularly  at  this  field,  and  a great  deal  of  interest  has  been  shown  by 
the  officers  attending  same. 

The  pilots  at  Marshall  Field  were  able  to  obtain  a fair  amount  of  flying 
time  during  the  winter  months  regardless  of  the  bad  weather.  The  average  time 
per  pilot  during  December  was  twenty  hours. 

Lieut.  Duncan  holds  the  record  for  the  year  in  total  pilot  time  with  419 
hours  and  15  minutes.  Lieut.  Atkinson  ran  a close  second  with  397  hours  and  5 
minutes.  Cur  a '■-'rial 

Our  aerial  gunnery  practices  resulted  in  a real  improvement  in  firing  over 
last  year.  Several  officers  who  had  not  fired  before  at  this  station  have  made 
good  records.  For  forward  guns,  Lieut.  Atkinson  holds  the  record  with  a tenta- 
tive scord  of  595. 

* The  morale  of  the  16th  Observation  Squadron  has  been  benefitted  materially 
by  several  grades  'and  .r.atings  which  have  been  distributed  among  the  men  of 
the  organization. 
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Ro  ckwc  1 1 Field,  Coronado,  Calif-,  January  51st . 


The  latter  part  of  December,  1928,  and  the  first  part  of  January,  1929  were 
-unusual  tines  for  Rockwell  Field  and  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot  during  the  endurance 
refueling  flight  of  the  "Question  Mark".  The  "Question  Mark"  left  Rockwell  Field 
Sn  route  to  Washington.,  D.C.,  on  January  20th. 

Headquarters  Squadron  has  received,  a new  Fckker  C-2 . The  transport  is  kept 
in  reserve  for  emergency  flights  and  to  carry  mechanics.  Pilots  are  being  qual- 
ified to,  handle  it  with  a.  view  to  its  future  use  in  connection  with  the  annual 
maneuvers  and  for  local  purposes. 

Headquarters- will  be  forced  to  get  along  without  its  "duck"  for  some  time, 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  wheels  folded  up  when  the  Amphibian  was  being  landed 
on  Rockwell  Field  recently. 

•Lieut s..  Oda.s  Moon  and  William  C.  Kingsbury  left  Rockwell  Field,  by  rail, 
recently  for  the  Keystone  Aircraft  Corp.,  Bristol,  Pa.,  for  purpose  of  ferrying 
.two  LB-7  Keystone  Bombers  to  Rockwell  for  assignment  to  the  11th  Bombardment 
Squadron . 

The  11th  Squadron  is  to  receive  ten  Keystone  LB-7  bombers  in  the  near 
future,  and  Capt.  "Red"  Black,  .commanding  officer  of  the  11th  Bombardment  Squad- 
ron, promises  an  exiting  and  interesting  time  to ; all  concerned . 

Lieut.  H.R-  Baxter,  has  been  absent  for  some  days,  trying  to  deliver  a PT-1 
plane  to  Vancouver  Barracks,  Washington.  Snow  stprms,  a limited  gas  supply  and 
the  inability  of  a PT-1  to  get. places  in  a hurr.y.has  kept  Lieut.  Baxter  hooping 
from  one  landing  field  to  another  in' the  Cascades  with  days  between  hops.  Ore- 
gon and  Washington- are  experiencing  some  very,  severe  storms  at  present  and  the 
task  of  getting  through  in  a PT-1  is  a serious  one. 

Capt,.  and  Mrs-.  E-lmendorf  ■ and  Lieut  .-  and  Mrs.  0 .P  , Gothlin,  Jr,,  were  hosts 
and  hostesses  at  a delightful  .-bridge  party  given  in  honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G-oth- 
lin,  Sr.,  at  the  Officers  Club -on  the  evening  of  January  29th.  The  guests  in- 
cluded officers  and  ladies'  of  Rockwell  Field,  and  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
bridge  socials  given  at  the  Club. 

The  Reserve  Activities  of  Rockwell  Field  "were  allotted  Hangar  No.  10  for 
their  special  use. 

Lieut-'  G.P.  -Kane,  Depot  Supply  Officer,  on.  Feb.  15th,  will  address  a com- 
bined meeting  of  the  Reserve  Officers  Association  and  the  Army,  Navy  and  Marine 
Officers  .Association,  .of  Los  Angeles,  on  the  subject  of  "Japan".  The  meeting 
will  be  held  at  .the  City;  Club,  Los  Angeles,.  Cal. 

1st'  Lieut.  James  F.  Philipps  (C.E.),  Air  Corps,  who  has  been  on  duty  with 
Headquarters,  7th  ..Bombardment  Croup,' Rockwell  Field,  since  last  July,  left  dur- 
ing the  month- for  -station  .at  Wright"  Field  , Ohio. 

1st  Lieut.  ,C.E.  Thomas,  Jr.,  .Air  Corps,  a recent  addition  to  the  Rockwell 
Air -Depot  , from  the- Philippines,  was  acting  Adjutant  of  the  Post  for  several 
weeks  while  Lieut.  Jack  G-reer-  availed  himself,  of  a much  needed  leave. 

1st  Lieut.,  A .C  . -Strickland,  A.C.,  represented  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
Rockwell  Field,  at  the  annual  meeting  and  luncheon  of  the  San  Diego  Army  and 
Navy  Y . M . C .A .'  on  January  22nd . 

■ Lieut . " C .E . .Thomas,  Jr.,  represented  the  Commanding  Officer  at  the  drill 
given  by  the  1st  Bat  ia'l  ion,  ' 251st  Coast  Artillery,  at  its  7th  Annual  Competition 
Drill  held  at  the.  plaza  de  Panama,  Balboa- Park',  San  Diego. 

Lieut.  Alfre.cQ.  j;  'Lyon,  Air  Corps,  arrived  at  Rockwell  on  January  17th,  from 
Wright  ^ield,  Ohio,  for  temp.orary  duty. ip  connection  with  instructing  the  person- 
nel of  "the  Rockwell  A.ir  Deoot  in  initial  operation  of  new  electric  beat  treating 
furnaces  and  in  the  'casting  of  high  strength  aluminum  alloys. 

Lieut.  Edward  M.  Powers,  Air ’Corps,  of  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  arrived  on  the 
29th,  ferrying  a -PW-9C  to  this  station. 

■Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery , Ala . , Eeb  . 14th . 

Commander  McNutt',  of  the  American  Legion,  was  ferried  from  this  station 
on  January  3d  to  Fort  Behning,"  "G-a  . , by  Lieut.  Jas.  Pratt.  Major  M.S.  Eddy,  Inf., 
stationed  at  Riverside  Mi litary  Academy,  . .Gainesville , Ga  . , who  accompanied  Com- 
mander McNutt  on  part  of  his. .tour,  was  ferried  at  the  same  time  to  Fort  Benning 
by  Lieut.  L.M.  Bawsel. 

A flight  of  three  02-^  planes  from  Maxwell  Field,  piloted  by  Lieuts. 
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Wriston,  Cote  and  persons,  participated-  in  the  dedication  of  the  new  airport 
at  Miami  early  in  January.,  . A .similar,  flight , composed  of  Capt . King,  Lieuts. 
Pratt,  Glover,  Delaplane  and-  Bawsel,  attended  the  opening  of  a new  airdrome  .at 
Sarasota,  Fla . 

The  Thicker,  C-2,  en  foute  from  Wright  Field  to  France  Field,  Panama.,  stop- 
ped overnight  at  this  station.  This  flight  consisted  of  Mafor  Paul  Bock,  Lieut. 
G.C.  McDonald  and  Lieut.  G-.j.  Canfield.  Miami,  F.la.  was  their  next  scheduled 
stop. 

Major  Carl  DeForest,  Medical  Corps  Reserve,  from  Mobile,  Ala.,  reported  on 
January  13th  for  two  weeks'  active  duty. 

Capt.  Donald  p.  Muse,  A-C.,  of  this  station,  ferried  a new  02-H.olane  from 
Santa  Monica,  Cal.  to  this  oost. 

Lieut.  Narcisse  L.  Cote,  A.C.,  was  married  on  January  19th  at  Columbus,  G-a., 
to  Miss  Ida  Lee  Kyle , a sister  of  Lieut.  Reuben  Kyle,  Jr.,  who  is  stationed  at 
Maxwell  Field.  After  a short  leave,  Lieut.  Cote  reported  at  Fort  Benning,  G-a*, 
for  a two  months'  course  in  Mess  Management  at  the  Bakers  and  Cooks  School.  At 
the  completion  of  this  course,  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Cote  will  return  to  Maxwell  Field. 

Lieut.  Geo.  W.  McGregor,  A.C.,  attended  a two  weeks'  course  of  instruction 
in  the  care  of  animal  transportation  at  the  Corps  Area  School,  Fort  McPherson , Ga . 

Two  PT-Is  were  ferried  to  this  station  in  January  by  Lieut,  ‘"’rank  Eyerly, 
Jr.,  and  Lieut.  Byron  A.  Glover,  from  the  Fpirfield  Air  Deuot,  Dayton, Ohio. 

The  QUESTION  MARK  and  refueling  plane,  THE  ASTERISK,  stooped  overnight  at 
Maxwell  Field  on  their  return  trip  to  Washington.  The  Officers  of  the  Post 
were  hosts  at  a dinner  party  at  the  Montgomery  Club  that  evening,  honoring  Ma j . 
Carl  Spa.tz  , Capt.  Ira  C.  Eaker,  Capt,  Hoyt  and  Lieut.  Quesada,  members  of  the 
crew. 

Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  February  7th .... 

Good  news  arrived  in  the  announcement  that  Lieut.  Donald  L.  Bruner  sailed 
from  Manila,  where  he  has  spent  the  last  two  years  in  foreign  service,  on  Jan- 
uary 19  and  is  due  to  return  to  the  Division  about  March  10.  Seven  other  offi- 
cers, some  of  them  likewise  old  timers  of  the  Division  are  due  to  report  in  the 
next  several  months.  Capt.  W .E . Keppner  is  due  April  1,  Lieuts.  David  Lingel, 

C ,D .McAllister , G-W.  Goddard,  F.G.  Crocker  (of  border-to -border  fame),  J.A. 
Woodruff,  and  James  F.  Phillips,  C .E . , will  follow. 

Lieut.  William  N.  Amis  has  been  assigned  as  Acting  Chief  of  the  ^light  Test 
Branch  during  the  temporary  absence  of  Capt.  St.  Clair  Street,  who  is  on  leave. 
Lieut.  Amis  has  also  been  detailed  for  duty  with  the  Organized  Reserve  Gorps, 

5th  Corns  Area,  and  has  been  assigned  to  the  417th  Observation  Group 
Headquarters . 

Lieut.  Harry  Johnson  has  been  a familiar  figure  at  the  Materiel  Division 
for  the  oast  several  weeks.  Lieut.  Johnson  is  here  from  Self ridge  Field  on 
temporary  duty  in  connection  with  altitude  flight  test  projects. 

Capt.  Wm.B.  Mayer  left  the  Division  January  21st  for  Fort  Sam  Houston, 

Texas,  where  he  was  assigned  for  service. 

San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Sen  Antonio,  Texas,  Feb.  5th. 

Among  recent  visitors  at  this  Depot  were  Lieuts.  Joseph  H.  Atkinson  and 
Lee  F.  Duncan,  Air  Corps,  and  Donald  E.  Broughton,  A.C.  Reserve,  of  Marshall 
Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  who  arrived  January  21st  to  obtain  and  ferry  back 
to  their  home  station,  on  the  22d,  three  PT-1  planes. 

As  Lieut.  Harry  A.  Halverson  was  so  recently  a member  of  this  command, 
this  Depot  was  especially  pleased  to  receive  an  informal  visit  from  him  on 
January  23d,  after  his  achievement  as  a member  of  the  "Question  Mark"  Mission. 

He  returned  to  this  part  of  the  country  for  duty  at  the  Air  Corns  Instructors' 
School  at  Kelly  Field. 

Lieut.  Edward  M.  Powers,  of  the  Experimental  Engineering  Section,  Materiel 
Division,  Wright  Field,  was  an  informal  visitor  at  this  Depot  on  January  26th, 
renewing  old  acquaintances  with  his  many  friends  here.  Lieut.  Powers  was  our 
Chief  Engineer  Officer  a few  years  ago. 

The  Depot  welcomes  as  a new  member  of  its  official  family  Lieut.  Edward 
V.  Harbeck,  who  joined  us  on  January  25th  from  a l^ave  of  absence,  having  been 
assigned  to  duty  here  on  December  10th  from  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone. 
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Lieut.  Ha'rbeck  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Engineering  and  Operations  Depart- 
ments of  the  Depot. 

Camp  Nichols,  Rizal,  P.I.,  January  8th. 

Flight  " B" , 2d  Observation  Squadron;  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  United 
States  Air  Corps,-  Santa  Claus  visited  Manila  and  Camp  Nichols-  via  airplane.. 

After  a thorough  overhaul,  the  "Duck",  Amphibian  *2875,  is  on  the  lob 
again  - Sgt . Henry  I.  Brown,  Crew  Chief. 

Flight  "B"  participated  in  an  a?  rial  exhibition  held  at  Camp  Nichols  on 
December  18th, 'when. the  Rotary  Club  of  Manila  was  entertained  at  this  post. 

Our  Company  Commander,  Caot.  Donald  Wilson,  returned  on  the  10th  after  an 
interesting  tour  of  China. 

Although  this  is  the  coolest  season  of  the  year,  we  went  swimming  on  Xmas 
Day  in  Manila  Bay.  How1  s that?.. 

66th  Service  Squadron:  The  Post  Commander,  Major  Kilher,  Mrs.  Kilner,  Of- 
ficers of  the  Philippine  Air  Depot,  Officers  of  the  66-th,  and  married  non-com- 
missioned officers  were  guests  of  the  Squadron  Xmas  day.  Much  credit  is  due  the 
Mess  Sergeant  and  cooks  for  the  excellent  dinner  served. 

Lieut.  Donald  L.  Bruner  returned  from  leave  spent  in  China  and  Japan.  He 
is  due  to  return  to  the  States  in  January  and  will. report  to  Wright  Field, 
Dayton,  Ohio.  . • - ■ 

■Lieut.  E.S.  Hoag  spent  the  Xmas  -holidays  at  Camp  John  Hay,  Baguio. 

E . & R . Office : Work  is  progressing  on  the  addition  to.  our  E & R Building. 
The  rooms  for  a.  new  library  ■ and.  gvmnasium  are  well  under  way  so  that  the  pro- 
spects for  a much  improved  recreation  plant  are  rapidly  materializing.  The  ad- 
dition for  the  bowling  alleys  is  rapidly  nearing,  completion'  so  that  work  can 
soon  begin  on  the  installation  of  two  additional  alleys. 

Twenty  men  "are -entered  in  the  Pos't  Pool  Tournament.  To  dale,  22  games 
have  been  played.'  and.  the  interest  is  increasing,  as  the  number  of  contestants 
narrow  down.  'Mar  ten  sen'  and  Irwin  are:  the  favorates  to  win. 

■ Caot . Usher  has  had  a very  successful  season  as  coach  of  the  Post  Football 
Team..  Seven  games. .have  been  played  to  date,  and  Camp  -Nichols  has  the  long  end 
of  a season  score  that  reads  Nichols  183  - Opponents  0.  The  Air  Corps  team 
handled  the  All  Americans,  the  first  promoters  of  the  game  in  the  Islands,  in 
three  -games.  Scores:  6-0,  .0-0  and  13-0.  The  U.S.S.  "Behver"  eleven  was  taken 
in  tow  for' a nice  ■ 2.1-0  fracas.;  the  American  Cardinals  were  blanked  26-0;  the 
University  oi  the  Philippines  .71-0  and  the  All  Filipinos  52-0.  The  season 
line-up  for  Nichols  .includes:  Centers,  Nelson  and.  Horsey;  Guards,  McCartney 
Stockwe.il  and  Stackwe  11 ;. Tackles,  Avery,  0\ Conner,  Drahoff  and  Craft;  Ends, 
Goodrich,  Coursey,  Server,  Loonier,  Hessler,  Parrick;  Backs,  Huish,  Guber,  Reiger 
Stone,  Selby,  Melody  and. Kaiser. 

The  Nichols  Soccer  team  has  lived  up  to  the  standard  set  by  the  football 
team.  They  were  picked  to  represent  the  Army  in  the  Army -Navy  Championship 
series,  against  the  U .S  . S ; "Pitts  burg"  , the  crack  team  of  .the  Asiatic  Fleet.  The 
Airmen  won  two  of  the  three  games.  After  losing  the  first  game  to  the  Navy  by 
a score  of '4^-1,  Nichols  staged  a come-back  and  won  the  last  two,  both  with  score 
e'f  2-1,.  All  games,  were  fast  and  hard,  fought  and  were  attended  by  large  crowds. 
After.. the  last,  game , the  Nichols  eleven  were  presented  with  a handsome  silver 
cup  by  Admiral  Bristol,  • Commands r-j.-n- Chief  of  the  Asiatic  Squadron.  Two  prelim- 
inary, games  were  played  with  the  U .S  .S  ."Canopus" , Nicho-ls  .winning  both  2-0,  4-2. 

The  Baseball  Team  got  away  try  a-  slow  start,  but  is  expected  to  get  into 
its  stride  soon  and  make • up  for  lost  time,  Lieut.  Burrows  has  taken  the  team 
under  wing,  and  from-'  the  looks  of  things  will  put  out  a good  team. 

Boxing  Bouts  were-  held  in  the- Post  E &R  Building -on  December  13th.  There 
were  eight  bouts,  including  McMullin  of  C^mp  Nichols  vs.  Lombard  and  is  still 
■going  strong.  . He  fights  at  135  lbs.,  and  is  a beautiful  fighter.  He  has  but  two 
f ights,  between  him  and  the  Inter-Service  Championship . 

. Camp  Nichols  Orchestra  is  a , very  popular  addition  to  the  Post  activities, 
Beb  .Ryga.walski , of ' the  66th  Service  Squadron,  worked  faithfully  for  more  than 
six  months  until  he  now  has  a nine  piece  outfit,  with  prospects  of  two  or  three 
more  instruments . This  Nichols  nine  is  very  much  in  demand,  as  a good  American 
orchestra  is  something  rare  in  Manila. 

On  December  27th,  a Christmas  party,  sponsored  by  Chaplain  Southard,  was 
held  in  the  E & R Building.  The  Post  orchestra,  furnished  dance  music.  Impromtu 
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songs  and  skits  were  offered  by  the  enlisted  men.  The  Building  was  decorated 
with  greens,  palms,  etc. 

' A party  was  held  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  for  the  children  of  officers, 
and  enlisted  men  of  the  Post.  Sandwiches,  candy  and  lemonade  were  served  in 
the  shade  of  a spreading  oak.  During  the  party  an  airplane  flew  over  and  drop- 
ped Santa  Claus  from  a parachute . An  ambulance  nicked  up  Saint  Nich,  and  toys 
were  presented  to  the  children  by  him. 

26th  Bombardment  Squadron:  The ■ organization  celebrated  the  25th  .of  December 
with  the  usual  good  eats.  Among  the  invited  guests  were  Major  and  Mrs.  W.G-. 
Kilner,  Chaplain  and  Mrs.  H.D.  Southard,  Capt.  and  Mrs.  W.17.  Volandt , . Capt . and 
Mrs.  A.W.  Brock,  and  the  Squadron  officers,  who  all  declared  it  to  be  an  excel- 
lent dinner . 

Lieut.  Augustine  F.  Shea,  our  Squadron  Supuly  Officer,  added  another  star 
to  his  crown.  Already  the  Army  Golf  Champion  of  the  Philipoines  in  the  onen 
golf  tournament,  he  tied  for  second  place  and  in  the  play  off  brought  home  the. 
cup . 

During  the  month  the  Squadron  sent  several  flights  to  the  Southern  Islands. 
Two  Martin  Bombers  took  off  on  December  17th  for  Mindoro,  with  Lieut.  Paul  Bur- 
rows and  Mr.Sgt.  Nendell  as  pilots,  and  Mr.  Sinclair,  who  is  in  charge  of  one  of 
the  Sugar  Centrals,  as  passenger.  On  December  10th  two  Martins  took  off  for 
Mindoro,  with  Lieut.  James  L.  Grisham  and  Capt.  Charles  A.  pursley  as  pilots  and 
Mr.  Ignacio,  Governor  of  Mindoro,  and  Mr.  Sinclair  as  passengers. 

The  Squadron  has  under  construction  a volley  ball  court,  and  from  the  looks 
of  the  material  for  a.  team,  we  hope  to  add  a new  cup  to  the  Squadron. 

Kindley  Field,  Fort  Mills,  P'.I. 

2nd  .Observation  Squadron. • Since,  last  writing  the  heavy  hitting  baseball 
team  from  Kindley  Field  has  gone  like  a house  afire.  It  leads  in  the  American 
Battery  League  of  Corregidor,  having  won  all  games  to  date  with  impressive  score 
of  not  less  than  12  from  Kindley  Field  and  not  more  than  5 for  the  opponents. 

Two  games  remain  to  be  played,  after,  which  this  team  enters  the  Eegimental 
League  of  Corregidor.  The  only  outside  game  so  far  wa.s  with  Camp  Nichols,  our 
mother  station,  and  Kindley  Field  won. 

Crette  has  been  our  prize  pitcher,  with  Callahan  and  Duprey  able  assistants 
Hunter  at  third,  plays  pn  impressive  .game  for  his  age.  Doyle,  the  cat&her,  is 
valuable  because  he  is  the  only  man  on  the  Rock  that  can  hold  Crette. 

On  January  4th,  a large  number  from  this  organization  witnessed  a happy 
outcome  of  the  finals  in  boxing  (white)  for  the  Rock.  One  man,  Rother,  135  lb. 
class,  gave  the  "Pride  of  the  Coast  Artillery"  five  pounds  and  then  proceeded 
to  give  the  red  headed  boy  a first  class  walloping.  Many  of  us  held  our  breath 
for.  fear  Rother  could  not  weather  the  pace  he  was  setting,  but  he  was  in  condi- 
tion and  when  the  bout  was  over,  he  received  the  hilarious  ovation  .of  not  only 
the  Air  Corns  present  but  also  the  C.A.  boys. 

Boston  won  the  light -heavy  weight  class  by  default..  It  seems  that  he 
broke  the  ribs  of  all  contenders  in  practice  work-outs. 

.Qur  tennis  team  works  out  daily  and  is  ready  for  a grueling  series. 

Along  athletic  lines,  Staff  Sgt . Grover  C.  Moss  .also  distinguished  himself 
when  he  became  the  recipient  of  a bronze  medal  announcing  to  the  world  at  large 
that  his  bowling  score  of  259  was  the  highest  total  of  all  Corregidor  personnel. 

Our  golfers  still  enthuse  and  each  evening  thin  slices  of  bologna  are  swap- 
ped by  Lieuts.  Meloy,  Dunlap,  Davidson  and  Rouch  about  the  score  cards  turned  in 
The  ladies  are  getting  interested,  too,  and  scarce  a- morning  on  the  links  is 
missed  by  Mrs.  Davidson,  Rouch  and  Holland. 

Operations  for  December  were  necessarily  curtailed  because  of  the  holidays 
but  we  found  time  to  oarticipate  in  the  Joint  Army  and  Navy  Communications  man- 
euvers to  such  extent  as  to  receive  a commendatory  letter  from  Naval  authorities 
Lieut,  Rouch  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  his  Communications  Section. 

December  ,8th  was  the  occasion  of  rejoicing  in  the  Meloy  family  when  Vince, 
Sr.,  cele orated  his  birthday.  A fitting  celebration  was  held  at  the  Holland, 
quarters  and  the  night  was  made  hideous  through  the  perverted  belief  on  the  part 
of  Lieuts.  Meloy,  Holland  and  Davidson  and  Graves,  that  they  constituted  a good 
quartet!  The  crime  was  abetted  by  Major  H.L.  Green,  the  only  Air  Corns  Quarter- 
master in  the  Coast  Artillery. 

During  the  month  dinner  narties  were  given  by  the  Meloys,  Hollands,  Graves 
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and  Dunlaps,  attended  by  the  Post  and  a selected  few  "Top-siders” . Cant.  White 
entertained  the  post  on  December  17th  with  what  he  termed  an  "Emancipation  Party’: 
We  don’t  exactly  know  the  significance,  but  the  idea  was  good. 

On 'December  17th,  Tech.  Sgt.  Lee  and  pvt.  1st  cl.  Mullaney,  in  Plane  No.  5, 
left  Findley  Field  with  specific  instructions  to  report  to  the  Commanding  Office! 
Camp  Nichols,  for  orders.  On  the  following  morning,  accomuanied  by  Lieut.  Wells 
and  a mechanic  in  a Camp  Nichols  Amphibian,  they  shoved  off  carrying  two  passen- 
gers. The  old  order  change th  and  lo,  even  in  these  far  off  Islands,  woman  enter? 
into  man’s  sphere,  for  Mrs.  Van  Seasick  and  her  young  daughter  (wife  and  daughtei 
of  Colonel  L.J.  Van  Schaick)  willingly  clambered  aboard  Plane  #5,  for  the  rather 
hazardous  flight  to  Mindoro,  traversing  the  Province  of  Cavite,  crossing  beauti- 
ful Lake  Taal  and  the  Verde  Island  passage,  and  alighting  on  terra  firma  at 
Calipan,  Mindoro. 

The  first  take-off  was  made  at  6:50  A.M.,  December  18th,  from  Camp  Nichols, 
pilot  Lt . W&lls;  passenger,  Colonel  Van  Schaick’ s Secretary.  Plane  #5,  followed, 
with  Sgt.  Lee  as  pilot,  passengers  Mrs.  Van  Schaick,  daughter  and  mechanic. 
Planes  arrived  at  Calapan  at  7:55  A.M.  and  landed  near  the  oier . The  water  was 
rough,  with  medium  swells,  which  caused  a difficult  landing.  Planes  were  an- 
chored while  passengers  were  put  ashore  by  bancas.  The  take-off  was  very  dif- 
ficult and  was  -oossible  only  because  of  the  light  load.  Landing  was  made  at 
Camp  Nichols  at  S:10  A.M. 

The  ships  were  then  refueled  and  prepared  for  the  return  trip  to  Calipan. 
The  'Camp  Nichols  plane  was  piloted  by  Lieut.  Wells,  and  carried  a mechanic  and 
one  heavy  suitcase,  plane  No.  5,  with  Sgt.  Lee  as  oilot,  carried  Colonel  Van 
Schaick  and  a mechanic,  planes  headed  on  the  same  course  as  before,  but  before 
reaching  Lake  Taal  were  forced  to  turn  back  and  land  at  Camp  Nichols,  due  to 
broken  flying  wire.  Wire  was  replaced  and  third  take-off  was  made  at  11:15  A.M, 
Landing  was  made  at  Calipan  at  12:00  and  all  personnel  went  ashore  for  lunch. 

At  3:00  PvM.  both  planes  were  prepared  to  take  oft"  for  Son  Jose,  Mindoro.  Camp 
Nichols  plane  carried  Colonel  Van  Schaick  and  a mechanic.  Each  oilot  made  an 
attempt  to  take  off  but  found  it  impossible  to  do  so  on  account  of  unfavorable 
condition  of  waves  and  wind.  The  flight  was  therefore  postponed  until  the  fol- 
lowing morning.  Extra'  anchors  were  borrowed  and  two  anchors  were  placed  on 
each  plane  to  insure  safety  in  the  increasing  wind  and  waves. 

On  December  lfth  a second  attempt  was  made  to  take  off.  This  was  made  hy 
Sgt.  Lee  with  his  full  load  of  passengers  and  baggage.  Take-off  was  impossible, 
and  in  the  attempt  the  generator  was  broken  and  propeller  tips  bent.  The  plane 
taxied  back  and  anchored.  Colonel  Van  Schaick  vugs  placed  ashore,  together 
with  his  secretary  and  baggage.  The  pilots  were  instructed  to  return  to  Camp 
Nichols  as  soon  as  they  were  able  to  do  so.  The  broken  generator  was  removed 
from  p"ane  No.  5 and  about  twenty  gallons  of  gasoline  drained  from  each  plane 
to  lighten  the  load.  This  lightened  the  nlanes  by  about  500  pounds  and  the 
third  attempt  to  take  off  was  made  at  3:00  P.M.  Both  planes  returned  safely 
to  Camp  Nichols  at  about  4:00  P.M. 

Clark  Field,  Game  Stot senburg,  P.I , 

3rd  Pursuit  Squadron:  During  the  month  of  December,  the  3d  Pursuit  Squad- 
ron accomplished  a total  of  205  hours  of  flying. 

After  completing  a very  successful  target  season,  the  60th  Coast  Artil- 
lery (A. A.)  departed  for  Fort  Mills  on  December  21st.  ^rom  November  12th  to 
December  18th  the  3d.  Pursuit  Squadron  accomplished  a total  of  75  hours  of 
flying  time  in  connection  with  the  target  practice  of  the  60th  Coast  Artillery 
(A. A.).  Of  this  total,  31  hours  were  flown  in  night  missions,  involving  28 
flights.  The  missions  consisted  of  towing  sleeve  targets  for  anti-aircraft 
gun  and  Machine  gun  practice  and  flights  for  searchlight  and  sound  ranging 
practice  . 

The  Naval  Detachment,  with  Lieut.  Commander  Stonestreet  in  command,  are 
still  with  us.  They  have  been  doing  some  very  successful  aerial  gunnery,  using 
Vought  Corsair  airplanes  powered  by  Pratt  & Whitney  Wasp  Engines.  The  Corsair 
seems  to  be  well  adapted  to  this  field,  due  to  its  quick  take-off  and  slow 
landing  speed. 

Our  Commanding  Officer,  Major  Ralph  P.  Cousins,  and  our  Flight  Surgeon, 
Captain  C.V.  Hart,  spent  the  Xmas  holidays  at  Camp  John  Hay.  They  were  accom- 
panied by  their  wives  and  report  a very  pleasant  time. 
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The  Squadron  Xmas  party  was  especially  successful.  On  this  occasion  the 
Mess  Mall  was  decorated  with  streamers  and  shrubbery  and  a large  Xmas  tree. 
Staff  Sgt . Howard  M.  Miller,  functioning  as  Santa  Claus,  appeared  on  the  scene, 
leaving  behind  a surprised,  thrilled  and  haupy  group  of  youngsters. 

Orders  were  received  from  the  Chief's  Office  assigning  Lieut.  Harlan  T. 
McCormick  to  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.  Lieut.  McCormich  will  sail  on  the 
January  transport.  f-Tis  loss  will  be  a great  one  and  the  whole  organization 
Ttfishes  him  good  luck. 

The  commissioned  and  enlisted  personnel  of  Clark  Field,  extend  to  the 
commissioned  and  enlisted  personnel  of  the  Air  Corps,  their  sincere  good  wishes 
for  the  year  1929. 
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ARMY  AIRMEN  SEARCH  GRAND  CANYON  FOR  LOST  COUPLE 


Two  Army 'Observation  airplanes  from  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  piloted 
by  2nd  Lieuts . John  Q.  Adams  and  William  G.  Plummer,  Air  Corps,  accompanied  by 
mechanics,  were  sent  out  in  December  last  to  search  the  Grand  Canyon  of  the  Colo- 
rado for  some  trace  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Hyde,  who  had  set  out  November  15th  in 
a home-made  scow  in  an  attempt  to  run -the  rapids  of  the  river. 

The  couple  was  last  seen  at  Bright  Angel  Trail  in  the  heart  of  the  turbulent 
Grand  Canyon  on  November  ISth,  after  winding  a difficult  course  from  Green  River, 
Utah,  but  were  not  hoard  from  since.  According  to  reports,  they  undertook  this 
hazardous  trip  for  a vacation  jaunt  and  to  provide  a thrill  for  Mrs.  Hyde,  who, 
it  is  skated,  wanted  to  be  known  as  the  first  woman  to  navigate  the  stream. 

The  adverturous  couple  left  the  El  Tovar  Hotel  on  November  15th,  expecting 
to  be  at  Needles,  Calif.,  by  December  6th.  What  happened  since  that  date  can 
only  be  conjectured,  for  no  word  came  from  them  since  their  departure..  As  histo- 
ry records  but  few  successful  navigations  of  the  river,  which  has  claimed  several 
lives  in  other  similar  ventures,  the  Hydes  were  believed  to  have  been  wrecked  and 
marooned  in  the  Canyon,  some  200  miles  west  of  El  Tovar. 

The  Seenie  Airway  Field,  Grand  Canyon,  Ariz.  , is  1G  miles  south  of  the  -El 
Tovar  Hotel,  and  one  mile  north  of  a.  red  butte,  900  feet  high,  which  can  be'  seen 
for  about  100  miles.  This  is  the- field  on  which  Lieuts . Adams  and  Plummer  lande  i 

In  forwarding  the  narrative  on  the  experiences  of  these  two  pilots  on  their 
hazardous  mission,  Major  Millard  F.  Harmon,  Commandant  1 of  the  Primary  Flying 
School,  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  made  the  following ■ comments : 

"This  was  a very  unusual  flight,  which  required  all  the  daring,  skill  and 
resources  of  the  crews  making  it,  and  for  that  reason  is  deserving  of  recogni- 
tion. The  attached  report  should  be  of  special  interest  to  all  Air  Corps  person- 
nel. Anyone  who  has  ever  seen  the  Grand  Canyon,  or  who  has  ever  made  a casual 
study  of -the  topographical  features  of  the  terrain  over  which  those  men  flew/, 
can  well  appreciate  what  a hazardous  undertaking  the  flight  was , and’ what  me-chan- 
ical  failure  would  have  meant.  These  two  young  Air  Corps  pilots  and  their 
mechanics  successfully  accomplished. the  flight  in  a manner  which  reflects  credit 
upon  themselves  and  upholds  the  best  traditions  of  the  Air  Corps.  March  Field  is 
proud  of  them." 

The  report  referred  to  is  quoted  below;,  as  follows,: 

"1.  In  compliance  with  radiogram  from  the  Commanding  General,  9th  Corps 
Area,  dated  January- 15,  1929,  the  following  narrative  is  hereby  submitted  cover- 
ing the  search  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Hyde  along  the.  Colorado  River. 

2.  Complying  with  a telegram  from  the  Commanding  General,  9th  Corns  Area, 
dated  December  17,  1923,  directing  that  an  airplane  be  sent  to  the  Grand  Canyon 
for  the  purpose  of  searching  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn. Hyde,  Second  Lieutenants  . 
William  G.  Plummer  and  John  Quincy  Adams,  Air  Corns,  Pilots,  with  Staff  Sergeant 
Charles  F.  Fusz  and  Sergeant  Frederick  Weed , Mechanics,  both  "of  the '70th  Service'  ’ 
Squadron,  March  Field,  Calif.,  in  two  02-X  airplanes,  denar  ted  at  10:30.  a.  m.  , on 
December  18,  1928,  for  the  Grand  Canyon,  with  instructions  to  fly  direct  to 
Needles,  California,  and  search  the-.Golorado  River  north  to  Las  Vegas,  Nevada, 
where  they  were  to  refuel  and  continue  the  search  to  the  Scenic  Airways  Field 
near  the  Hotel  El  Tovar. 

3.  Telegraphic  instructions  from  the  Commanding  General,  9th  Corps  Area, 
directed  that  the  tri-no  tored  Fokkur . transport "airplane  be  used  for  this  flight. 
However,  considering  the  adverse  wind  currents  to  be  encountered  in  the  Grand 
Canyon  and  the  topographical  features  of  the  terrain  to  be  flown  over,,  it  was 
believed  that  the  02- X airplanes  were  more  suitable,  for  a flight  of  this  nature, 
due  to  the  fact  that  the-  02- Z airplane  is  an  open  airplane,  has  much  better  vis- 
ibility than  the  cabined  Fokker  transport  and,  in. addition,  has -kore  reserve 
power  and  higher -maneuverability.  Due  to  the  urgency  of  the  mission,  it  was 
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deemed  advisable  to  start  the  search  with  the  02- K airplanes  without  waiting 
obtain  confirmatory  authority  for  the  change  in  the  tyoe  of  airplane  used. 
Radiogram  showing  action  taken  was  sent  to  the  Commanding  General,  9th  Corps 
Area,  December  18,  1923. 

4.  These  officers  were  equipped  to  stay  for  an  extended  period  of  time.  In 
each  airplane  six  blankets  were  provided.  Each  blanket  was  made  into  a roll 
with  food  supplies  in  each,  for  the  purpose  of  dropping  to  the  lost  party  should 
they  find  it  stranded. 

5.  Lieut.  Plummer  being  the  ranking  officer  of  the  flight,  was  put  in  com- 
mand. The  flight  reached  Heedles , Calif.,  at  approximately  12:20  p.m.  December 
18,  1928.  The  weather  was  clear  and  visibility  good,  and  no  difficulties  were 
encountered  on  this  first  leg  of  the  flight.  From  Heedles  the  flight  flew  low 
over  the  river  and  began  the  search.  The  river  hero  is  wide  and  filled  with 
sand  bars,  and  passes  through  a wide  valley.  Soon  the  first  canyon  was  reached, 
which  is  rather  narrow  but  not  deep.  Here  Lie\it.  Plummer  took  the  lead.  As 
soon  as  the  canyon  was  reached,  the  air  became  violently  rough  and  the  airplanes 
were  tossed  and  jerked  about  as  if  by  giant  hands,  and  trouble  was  avoided  by 
flying  above  the  level  of  the  hills,  the  pilots  hoping  that  this  was  no  sample 
of  what  they  would  encounter  later  on. 

6.  Soon  the  Boulder  Dam  site  was  reached,  and  the  flight  continued  up- 
stream to  the  point  at  which  it  bends  sharply  to  the  east.  Leaving  the  river, 
they  flew  to  Las  Vegas,  Hevada,  about  25  miles  west,  landing  at  this  ’town.  Ho 
trace  of  the  missing  party  had  been  seen  up  to  this  time,  and  such  v/as  their 
report  to  Headquarters,  9th  Corps  Area,  and  March  Field,  as  well  as  to  Mr.  R.C. 
Hyde  at  El  Tovar  Hotel,  Grapd  Canyon. 

7.  The  next  morning,  it  was  hoped  they  would  get  off  by  7:30  for  the  sec- 
ond lap  to  El  Tovar  Hotel.  At  the  flying  field  there  were  no  facilities  for 
heating  oil  or  water,  with  the  result  that  the  flight  did  not  actually  leave 
Las  Vegas  until  about  10:30,  all  members  of  the  flight  being  practically  ex- 
hausted from  trying  to  stir  life  into  the  cold  motors. 

8.  Returning  to  the  point  on  the  river  where  the  search  ceased  on  the 
previous  evening,  they  found  air  conditions  to  be  ideal  - smooth  and  clear. 
Lieut.  Adams  took  the  lead  for  the  first  few  miles,  flying  fairly  close  to  the 
water,  looking  for  a boat,  signals,  or  persons.  Ho  thing  of  note  was  seen  until 
Iceberg  Canyon  was  entered.  Here  two  men  were  noticed  on  a sand  bar,  building  a 
boat  which  was  practically  completed. 

9.  As  the  flight  came  out  of  Iceberg  Canyon,  Lieut.  Adams  saw  a heavy 
cable  ahead  stretched  across  the  canyon  with  a car  attached  to  it  for  crossing 
the  river.  He  pulled  up  over  it  and  turned  to  watch  Lieut.  Plummer.  To  his 
consternation,  Lieut . Plummer  did  not  pull  up,  apparently  not  seeing  the  cable, 
but  seemed  to  fly  lower.  However,  he  did  clear  the  cable,  but  according  to 
Lieut.  Adams  he  could  not  have  missed  it  very  far. 

10.  As  they  flew  on,  Lieut.  Plummer  took  the  lead,  their  airplanes  cruising 
about  120  miles  per  hour.  Due  to  their  airplanes'  high  maneuverability , the 
sharpest  curves  were  turned  without  a great  deal  of  difficulty,  but  would  have 
been  impossible  to  negotiate  with  a tri-mo tore d transport  airplane.  The  canyon 
grew  deeper  and  more  rugged  until  by  glancing  up,  they  could  see  the  rim  tower- 
ing above  them,  which  appeared  to  be  at  least  5,000  feet  high. 

11.  At  aboTit  11:30,  while  flying  above  jagged  walls,  the  first  shelf  of 
which  was  about  1,000  feet  high,  Lieut.  Adams  discovered  a boat  ahead  in  mid- 
stream, at  a point  approximately  14  miles  down-stream  from  the  mouth  of  Diamond 
Creek.  He  pulled  up  to  look  it  over,  his  first  impression  being  that  someone 
had  just  left  the  boat,  but  would  appear  soon,  it  giving  such  proof  of  human 
presence.  He  flew  low  over  the  boat  several  times  to  examine  it  as  closely  as 
possible.  Due  to  the  narrowness  of  the  canyon  and  the  position  of  the  wing, 

he  only  got  a couple  of  short  glimpses  of  the  boat  as  he  passed  over  it.  He 
climbed  to  1200  feet  to  examine  it  from  that  altitude  while  he  waited  for 
Lieut.  Plummer  to  reappear.  After  spending  about  15  minutes  in  examining  the 
ground  carefully,  he  started  on  up  the  canyon,  hoping  to  meet  Lieut.  Plummer. 

12.  It  was  found  out  later  that  Lieut.  Plummer's  mechanic  had  not  missed 
Lieut.  Adams'  airplane,  and  when  he  pulled  up  a few  minutes  later,  Sergeant 
Weed  thought  that  he  saw  Lieut.  Adams'  airplane  go  up  the  canyon,  so  they  con- 
tinued on  ahead.  Lieut.  Plummer  stated  that  it  was  a physical  impossibility 
for  him  in  the  leading  a.irplane  to  personally  watch  Lieut.  Adams.  However,  his 
mechanic  had  been  instructed  to  keep  the  airplane  in  the  rear  in  view.  Lieut. 
Plunmier  proceeded  up  the  river  to  the  mouth  of  Diamond  Creek  where  in  circling 
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to  observe  sorie  abandoned  shacks,  he  noticed  the  absence  of  the  other  airplane. 
After  circling  for  sone  five  minutes  in  an  effort  to  locate  Lieut.  Adams,  he 
shut  off  .the  motor  and  ashed  his  mechanic  as  to  the  ’.Thereabouts  of.  the  other  air- 
plane. The  mechanic  pointed  ud  the  river,  that  is,  towards  their  destination, 
and  Lieut.  Plummer  continued  on  in  that  direction,  thinking  that  Lieut.  Adams 
had  passed. 

13.  Lieut.  Adams  estimated  that  the  boat  he  saw  in  mid-stream  was  about  3 
or  4 feet  wide  and  about  15  feet  long,  with  an  oar  in  each  end.  They  were  pecu- 
liarly placed  so  that  one  pointed  up- stream  and  the  other  down-stream;  for  con- 
trol rather  than  propulsion.  It  v as  later  found  that  they  were  not  oars,  but 

2 x 4!s  with  a board  fastened  on  the  end,  Later  investigation  proved ' that  the 
boat  was  actually  5 feet  wide  and  20  feet  long,  the  view  of  the  canyon  being 
r a ther  deceptive.  The  ends  of  the  boat  were  square  and  there  was  a seat  in  the 
center  of  it.  A roll  of  bedding  could  be  seen  in  one  end  and  wrapped  articles 
■in  the  other  end.  There  was  also  another  article  that  appeared  from  the  air  to 
be  wire  netting.  It  was  later  found  to  be  a bed  spring. 

14.  The  b^at  was  stationary  in  mid-stream,  in  fact  it  appeared  to  be  anchor 
ed.  However,  they  later  decided  that  it  was  stuck  on  rocks.  Then  found,  it  was 
held  by  its  dragging  tow  rope,  which  had  caught  on  the  bottom.  The  river  at  thi 
point  appeared  to  bo  deep  and  slow,  and  there  was  no  beach  for  an  approach  from 
the  shore. 

15.  Lieut.  Adams  then  followed  the  canyon  bed  closely  for  about  75  miles. 

He  then  pulled  up  to  look  over  the  rim  to  locate  himself,  as  ho  was  in  a hurry 
to  reach  the  Grand  Canyon  Airoort  to  bring  back  someone  to  identify  and  locate 
the  boat  before  dark. 

16.  'They  had  been  unable  to  get  any  information  about  the  Grand  Canyon  lane 
ing  field  except  that  one  existed.  They  had  a general  idea  as  to  where  the  El 
Tovar  Hotel  was  located,  and  experienced  no  difficulty  in  finding  it.  A careful 
survey  of  the  countryside  from  1500  feet  altitude  failed' to  locate  the  field, 
and  after  a few  minutes  search  Lieut.  Adams  flew  low  over  the  buildings  to  .see 
if  someone  would  point  it  out  for  him.  It  was  gratifying  to  know  that  several 
people  understood  what  he  wanted,  and  pointed  south  instead  of  waving  handker- 
chiefs . He  headed  south  and  fie’.;  for  20  minutes  before  he  saw  the  field,  which 
he  picked  up  to  his  right.  It  was  covered  with  snow,  but  was  large  and  easy  to 
see.  It  was  his  first  landing  in  snow  and  it,  naturally  caused  him  some . concern, 
but  he  encountered  no  difficulty  in  making  a landing.  After  being  welcomed  by 
the  attaches  of  the  Scenie  Airways , Inc. , he  immediately  went  to  a telephone  and 
called  Mr.  Hyde.  He  described  the  boat  carefully  to.  Mr.  Kalb , who  talked  for 
Mr.  Hyde.  Hr.  Kalb,  by  the  way,  holds  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  man 
living  to  have  twice  gone  down  through  the  Grand  Canyon,  in  a boat.  Ho  planned 
with  Mr.  Kalb  for  taking  someone  to  the  scene  of  the  coat  to  identify  it.  Mr. 
Kalb  and  his  party  started  for  the  field  immediately  by  automobile  from  Grand 
Canyon  City,  a distance  of  about  18  miles. 

17.  Lieut.  Plummer  landed  a few  minutes  later.  He  had  followed  the  canyon 
almost  to  the  hotel  and  he  too  encountered  difficulty  in  locating  the  landing 
field. 

18.  While  waiting  for  the  party  to  arrive  from  the  hotel,  the  airplanes 
were  hastily  gassed  and  oiled,  and  their  crews  used  this  opportunity  to  get  a 
bite  of  lunch.  They  planned  to  take  off  about  3 O'clock  p.m.  , in  order  to  reach 
the  boat  and  return  to  the  field  before  dark.  When  Mr.  Hyde,  Mr.  Kalb  and  Mr. 
Tillotson,  Grand  Canyon  National  Park  Supervisor, . arrived,  it  was  agreed  that  Mr 
Kalo  should  be  taken  to  the  boat , he  being  familiar  with  the  canyon.  The  two 
airplanes  took  off  at  3:05  p.m.,  Mr.  Kalb  in  Lieut.  Adams'  airplane,  and  Lieut. 
Plummer  with  his  mechanic.  Lieut.  Adams  led  the  flight,  setting  a compass 
course  due  west  toward  the  position  of  the  boat . The  boat  was  found  without  dii 
ficulty,  and  after  flying  low  over  it,  they  made  a.  careful  search  of  the  immedi- 
ate vicinity,  after  which  they  returned  to  the  flying  field  where  they  landed  ii 
semi-darkness . All  agreed  that  there  was  no  doubt  but  that  it  was  the  lost 
boat,  and  Mr.  Kalb  located  it  at  an  estimated  distance  of  between  10  and  25 
miles  below  Diamond  Creek  Canyon.  They  checked  it  on  a chart  at  the  range  sta- 
tion that  night,  and  it  proved  to  be  about  14  miles. 

19.  The  party  then  drove  to  the  Bright  Angel  Hotel  \There  they  made  their 
reports  to  the  Commanding  General,  9th  Corps  Area,  and  the  Commanding  Officer, 
March  Field,  and  spent  the  night  there.  During  the  evening  messages  were  pre- 
pared for  delivery  to  search  parties  that  might  be  found  in. the  canyon. 
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20.  Upon  returning  to  the  hotel,  Mr.  Hyde  sent  a telegram  to  the  Commanding 
Officer,  March.  Field,  commending  the  work  of  the  flight  and  requesting  that  the 
flight  he  permitted  to  make  another  search  of  .the  river  at  once. 

21.  During  the  night,  the  Scenic  Airways  personnel  at  the  hangars  refueled 
the  airplanes  and  kept  the  motors  warm  by  spreading  a tent  over  then  with  an  oil 
stove  underneath.  The  oil  and  water  were  kept  warm;  in  a large  heater  so  that 
the  next  morning  no  difficulty  whatever  was  encountered  in  starting  the  motors, 
much  to  their  relief. 

22.  Their  plans  for  the  day  were  based  on  telegrams  from  the  Commanding 
General,  9th  Corps  Area,  and  Commanding  Officer,  March  Field,  directing  that 
another  careful  search  of  the  canyon  be  made  from  the  Hotel  HI  Tovar  to  the  spot 
where  the  boat  was  found,  with  a view  of  locating  the  lost  party  and  dropping 
food  to  them,  if  feasible,  and  to  render  every  assistance  possible.  Further, 
that  if  a careful  search  failed  to  locate  the  lost  party,  to  return  to  March 
Field  and  report  the.  results  of  this  search.  Those  -clans  met  with  the  approval 
of  Mr.  Hyde.  They  took  off  at  about  9:30  a.n.,  flew  to  Grand  Canyon  and  descend- 
ed to  about  1000  feet  above  the  river-.  This  altitude  was  maintained  because 
they  had  been  warned  of  two  cables  across  the  .canyon  about  30  miles  below  the  ho- 
tel. Although  they  watched  the  river  carefully,,  they  failed  to  pick  up  the 
first  search  boat.  Message  bags  had  been  prepared  to  drop  to  this  searching 
party,  and  the  flight  was  keenly  disappointed  when  they  failed  to  find  this 
first  boat.. 

23..  Beginning  at  a point  about  10  miles  below  the  cables  where  they  expect- 
ed to  find  the  search  boat,  they  flew  low  and  made  a careful  search.  They  saw 
nothing  out  of  the  ordinary  until  they  reached  Diamond  Creek  Canyon,  about  135 
miles  from  the  hotel,  and  about  14  miles  above  the  boat.  'Here  they  were  sur- 
prised to  find  a fire  burning.  They  then  recalled  that  a tracker  had  been  sent 
in  to  this  point  sometime  before,  and  had  evidently  jhst  arriveu,  since  they 
failed  to  see  it  the  day  before.  Ynile  circling  overhead,  one  man  could  be  seen 
near  the  fire,  and  in  a few  moments  two  more  men  were  seen  coming  down  the 
canyon.  They  exhibited  no  special  interest  in  the  airplanes  at  first,  but  later 
drew  arrows  in  the  sand  pointing  up-stream,  and  also  motioned  them  in  that 
direction,  evidently  believing  that  the • search  should  be  made  in  that  direction. 

. 24.  Since  they  had  missed  the  first  sea'rch  boat,  they  decided  to  give  these 
men  the  message  intended  for  that  boat.  Lieut.  Adams  glided  down  Diamond  Creek 
Canyon  with  the  power  off  for  the  purpose  of  dropping  then  the  message,  but  a 
sharp  bend  ahead  kept  him  so  high  that  even  after  diving  towards  the  men  and 
throwing  out  the  message,  they  foiled  to  see  it.  At  this  point  the  Colorado 
River  Canyon  is  straight  but  narrow,  with  Diamond  Creek  Canyon  coming  in  at 
right  angles,  forming  a fair  sized  flat  where  the  men  were  standing.  So  he  de- 
cided that  he  would  make  another  attempt  to  get  a message  to  them.  He  believed 
he  could  get  close  enough  to  them  by  coming  down  Colorado  River  Canyon  to  let 
them,  know  he  had  a message.  So  he  wrote  a message  on  the  back  of  a flight  re- 
port, rolled  it  up,  and  flew  up  the  canyon  for  a distance  and  then  turned  and 
came  down  in  a very  slow  glide,  jazzing  the  motor  constantly  to  keep  it  from 
loading  up,  and  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  men.  As  he  came  within  sight  of 
the  men,  he  held  the  roll  of  cardboard  up  for  them  to  see  and  then  released  it 
as  he  passed  di.rectly  over  their  heads.  Then  opening  the  throttle,  he  banked 
sharply  to  the  right  to  go  between  the  Colorado  River  walls.  Looking  back  from 
an  altitude,  he  saw  them  pick  up  the  >aper  and  read  it.  The  men  waved  to  him, 
indicating  that  they  understood. 

25.  The  flight  then  continued  the  search  down  the  river.  Upon  arriving  at 
the  location  of  the  boat,  they  found  that  it  had  not  moved,  but  they  were  unable 
to  locate  anyone  near  or  below  the  spot.  They  then  proceeded  on  down  the  river 
to  where  they  had  expected  to  find  a third  party.. 

26.  In  attempting  to  describe  the  canyon  along  this  phase  of  the  search, 
the  members  of  the  cre^y  said  that  its  awe-inspiring  beauty  was  not  dimmed  in  the 
least  by  their  various  viewpoints  and  precarious  positions. 

27.  Ho  trouble  Was  encountered  in  locating  the  third  search  party.  On  their 
trip  up  the  river,  they  had  seen  them  building  the  boat,  and  now  they  found  them 
floating  down  the  river  only  a mile  or  so  below  the  point  where  they  were  first 
located.  They  flew  low  over  the  boat.  The  river  at  this  point  was  broad  and 
smooth,  and  they  threw  out 'a  carefully  prepared  message  bag.  The  message  bag, 
however,  caught  in  a brace  on  the  tail  surfaces,  and  they  were  well  past  the  boat 
before  it  actually  fell  off.  But  they  saw  it  flutter  down  to  a sand  bar.  Lieut. 
Adams  again  got  out  his  pen&lnd  wrote  a message  which  he  wadded  in  his  hand  ready 
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to  throw  over  upon  a second  attempt.  Meanwhile  the  search  party  had  beached 
their  boat  and  rere  standing  on  the  sand.  .He  held  up  the  paper  for  them  to  see 
as  he  a-ouroached,  and  as  he  got  over  then,  he  released  it.  It  fluttered  down 
into  their  outstretched  hands  without  touching  the  ground. 

28.  Lieut.  Plummer  then  to oh  the  lead  and  they  started  out  on  a compass 
course  for.  March  Field.  They  landed  at  March  Field  about  4§-  hours  after  leaving 
•El  Tovar  Hotel. 

29.  Although  the  flight  did  not  find  the  lost  pcoule , it  is  believed  that 
the  trip  was-  partially  successful  in  that  it  localized  the  area  to  be  searched, 
and  was ’ a'  very  strong  indication  that  the  lost  party  was  not  alive  and  in  the 
Canyon  of  the  Colorado. 

30.  On  December  27;  1928,  a telegram  from  the  Commanding  General,  9'th  Corps 
Area,  quoting  a telegram  from  Mr.  PMC.  Hyde,  Peach  Springs,  Arizona,  dated  Decem- 
ber 24th,  asked  if  it  would  be  possible  to  have  airolancs  search  the  hanks  of  the 
Colorado  Paver  for  smoke  signals  of  the  lost  couple,  stating  that  they  may  have 
been  trapped  between  the  upper  and  lower  benches  or  on  the  top,  unable  to  travel. 
Further,  that  it  would  be' several  days  before  the  search  party  would  reach  the 
boat.  This  telegram  asked  if  airplanes  could  be  furnished  and  for  recommenda- 
tions from  the  pilots  who  made  the  previous  search.  In  reply  to  this  telegram,  a 
radiogram  was  sent  to  the  Commanding  General,  9th  Corps  Area,  stating  that  al- 
though volunteering  for  the  mission,  Lieut.  Adams  stated  that  in  his  opinion  the 
situation  presented  such  remote  possibilities  of  success  and  that  the  region  in- 
volved was  so  hazardous  that  the  grave  risk  to  personnel  in  a continuation  of 
this  search  by  air  was  not  justified.  Further,  that  airplanes  and  pilots  could 
be  furnished  from  this  station  for  continuation  of  this  search  should  it  be  de- 
sired, although  the . Commanding  Officer,  March  Field,  concurred  fully  in  the 
recommendation  of  Lieut.  Adams. 

31.  In  recognition  of  the  hazardous  nature  of  the  mission  and  the  splendid 
performance  of  the  personnel  in  carrying  out  this  mission,  each  member  of  the 
flight  has  received  from  the  Commanding  General,  9th  Corps  Area,  a letter  of 
commendation. " 

. oOo 

PURSUIT  ■ 'MANEUVERS  BY  THE  95TH  PURSUIT  SqUADRO IT 

A demonstration  of  pursuit  maneuvering  was  given  by  the  95th  Pursuit  Squad- 
ron, Rockwell  Field,  Coronado.,.  Calif.,  led  by  Cam  tain  Elmendorf,  as  an  added  at- 
traction to  the  graduation  exercises  at  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  on 
February  27th.  Twelve  PU-9's,  forming  two  flights,  maneuvered  and  dived  over  the 
field  as  the  Cadets  took  off  in  DH's  and  PT's  to  fly  their  last  formation  at  the 
Primary  Flying  School.  An  unusually  large. crowd  witnessed  the  program. 

oOo 

AERIAL  GUTERY  PRACTICE  STARTED  BY  95TH  SqUADROU 

The  95th  Pursuit  .Squadron!  )has  started  aerial  gunnery  and  light  bombing  prac- 
tice. A gunnery  range  is  under  construction  near  Rockwell  Field.  Ground  targets 
have  been  constructed  on  the  south  end  of  the  Island,  but  due  to  interference 
from  Uavy  training  planes,  it  was  found  necessary  to  move  the  range  to  a more 
isolated  section. 

oOo 

UITUSUAL  SCORES  BY  THE  20TH  BOMBARDMENT  SqUADROU 

The  20th  Bombardment  Squadron,  Langley  Field,  Va.  , was  recently  engaged  in 
bombing,  ground  target  and  tor  target  missions , and  the  scores  turned  in  appear 
to  be  the  highest  of  any  organization  in  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group  up  to  this 
Writing.  According  to  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent,  one  gunner  on  a tow  target 
mission  received  193  out  of  a possible  194  score,  and  he  adds:  "It  is  said  that 
this  gunner  spent  considerable  time  after  the  shoot  wondering  where  the  other 
shot  went." 

oOo 

During  the  month  of  January  a number  of  cross-country  formation  flights  to 
David,  Republic  of  Panama,  were  made  by  the  6th  Composite  Group  stationed  at 
France  Field,  panama.  Canal  Zone. 
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GIANT  COMMERCIAL  PLANE  LANDS  AT  WRIGHT  FIELD 

There  was  a flutter  of  excitement  at  Wright  Eield  on  February  14th  when 
Captain  St.  Clair  Street!  landed  with  the  "Patrician"  with  four  passengers,  Mir. 
Eraser  of  the  Keystone  Aircraft  Company,  one  mechanic  and  two  representatives  of 
the  Wright  Aeronautical  Corporation. 

Captain  Streett  is  on  leave  of  absence  from  his  station  and  is  making  demon- 
stration flights  and  journeys  for  the  Keystone  Company .flying  the  Dig  passenger 
ship  "The  patrician."  While  at  this  field  many  ©f  the  pilots  flew  this  ship  and 
carried  with  them  visitors  from  Dayton  and  many  of  the  civilian  personnel  of  the 
field.  Captain  Streett  left  Wright  Eield  on  Sunday,  February  24th,  in  the 
"Patrician"  with  the  representatives  of  the  Keystone  and  Wright  Companies  on  his 
way  to  California  via  Wichita  and  San  Antonio... 

The  largest  commercial  transport  in  the  world,  the  "Patrician"  is  equipped 
with  three  525  h.p.  Wright  "Cyclone"  engines.  It  has  a wing  spread  of  90  feet 
with  a gross  weight  of  15,000  pounds.  It  has  seating  capacity  for  20  passengers, 
two  pilots,  and  room  for  1,000  pounds  of  baggage. 

This  plane  is  equipped  with  the  Deperdussin  control.  Its  reputed  cruising 
speed  is  130  miles  per  hour,  with  a high  speed  of  150  miles  per  hour. 

oOo- 

SPECIAL  OBSERVERS'  COURSE  SUSPENDED 

Due  to  the  exigencies  of  the  sendee  and  the  scarcity  of  personnel  for  tac- 
tical operations,  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  has  directed  that  the  Special  Obser- 
vers' Course  at  the  Advanced  Flying. School  at  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
be  suspended.  This  order  became  effective  uoon  the.  co  npletion  of  the  last 
Special  Observers'  course  at  Kelly  Eield  on  March  1st'. 

pOo * ' . 

LINDBERGH'S  CLASS  CORRESPONDS 

Lieut.  W.  R.  Wolf inbarger , of  Langley  Eield,  Hampton,  Va. , is  in  receipt  of 
a most  interesting  collection  of  letters.  ..They  are  from  the  Brooks  and  Kelly 
Field  Cadet  Class  of  1925,  of  which  Charles  A.  Lindbergh  was  a member.  In  this 
class  of  over  one  hundred  which  started  flight  training,  nineteen  finished,  and 
of  these,  seventeen  members  have  kept  up  correspondence  through  a "pass-it-on" 
system  of  letters.  In  these  letters  each  man  writes  "To  'The  Gang"  and  tedls 
what  he  is  doing  and  How,  and  this  letter  is  -jut  with  the  others  and  forwarded  to 
the  next  man: 

The  letters  go  to  the  four  corners  of  the  United  States  and  even  the  world, 
and  highly  amusing  and  interesting  are  the  contents.  The  correspondence  was 
started  by  Lieut.  Wolf inbarger , who  is  an  LL.  B.  from  the  University  of  Kansas 
and  who  received  his  airplane  pilot's  rating  with  the.  famous  class  of  '25.  He 
is  now  a member  of  the  Second  Bombardment  Group  at  Langley  Field. 

From  the  hands  of  Lieut.  Wolf inbarger  the  letters  will  go  to  Lieut.  D.H. 
Alkire  of  Luke  Field,  Hawaii,  and  from  Lieut.  Alkire  the  correspondence  will  be 
turned  over  to  Staff  Sergeant  Boyd  Ertwine  of  the  same  stakion.  From'  Hawaii 
they  will  be  forwarded  to  Lima,  Peru,  to  "Mr.",  "Colonel,"  or  "General"  Clifton 
Travis,  who  is  Chief  Aviation  Instructor  of  the  Peruvian  Air  Force.  Travis' 
classmates  do  not  know  just  what  his  rank  is  at  the  present  'time , but  his  letter 
will  enlighten  them.  When  the  letters  get  back  to  Lieut.  Wolf inbarger , which 
they  should  in  about  four  months,  every  member  will  have  written  a letter  and 
then  a new  set  will  be  started. 

oOo 

LIGHTER  THAN  AIR  ACTIVITIES  AT  THE  MATERIEL  DIVISION 

The  Lighter- than- Air  Branch  of  the  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  is  being  allotted  more  space  to  take  care  of  the  fabrics,  shop,  and  stock 
rooms  which  are  being  moved  over  to  Wright  Field  from  Fairfield,  Ohio.  Eventu- 
ally the  inflation  and  flying  equipment  at  Fairfield  will  also  be  moved  over, 
but  not  until  the  erection  of  a suitable  hangar.  The  Lighter- than- Air  Branch 
has  jurisdiction  over  all  experimental  Lighter- than- Air  work  for  the  Air  Corps. 
The  flight  testing  of  this  equipment  is  carried  on  at  Scott  Field  under  a 
Materiel  Division  representa.tive . 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES  AT  ADVANCED  FLYING  SCHOOL 

The  largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly 
Field,  Texas,  was  graduated  on  February  28th  last.  The  class  started  on 
November  1,  1928,  with  a student  body  of  84  Cadets  and  five  student  officers 
assigned  to  the  pilot’s  course,  and  12  Regular  Officers  and  one  Warrant  Officer 
assigned  to  the  Special  Observer’s  Course.  Only  two  Cadets  and  one  Regular 
Officer  failed  to  complete  the  Pilot’s  course.  All  the  students  attending  the 
Observers'  School  gradual e d . 

Graduation  exercises  were  held  in  the  Aviation  Club  at  11:00  a.m. , February 
25th.  Preceding  the  exercises,  the  entire  class  participated  in  an  Aerial 
Review,  during  which  each  student  -Dilated  the  type  of  plane  in  which  they  were 
specialized  in  the  Section  assigned  for  training. 

The  review  was  conducted  in  a very  efficient  manner,  the  piloting  ability 
of  the  students  being  evidenced  by  the  manner  in  which  they  passed  in  review, 
each  section  flying  a formation  of  its  own.  The  Pursuit  Section’s  formation  lei. 
the  Review,  closely  followed  by  the  Attack  and  Observation  Sections,  with  the 
Bombardment  Section  bringing  up  the  rear.  To  the  spectator  this  is  an  event 
which  he  does  not  soon  forget.  Many  of  the  spectators  were  relatives  and 
friends  of  the  students,  some  having  traveled  from  most  every  State  in'  the  Unio:. 
Thirty-five  States  were  represented  among  the  Cadets  who  entered  the  Advanced 
School,  and  most  of  the  students  are  university  graduates. 

After  the  Review,  the  Cadets  proceeded  to  their  quarters,  donned  their  new 
uniforms  and  boots  and  were  marched  to  the  Aviation  Club  to  receive  their 
diplomas  and  ’’Wings.”  . „ 

The  Club  was  crowded  with  guests  and  the  proud  relatives  of  the  "Cadets  of 
the  Air,”  but  as  the  students  marched  into  the  Club  there  was  an  absence  of 
noise,  which  was  broken  with  loud  applause  as  the  band  "sount ed  off"  to  the  turn 
of  a march. 

The  Aviation  Club  was  prettily  arranged  for  the  occasion.  A large  table 
was  placed  at  one  end  of  the  Club  on  which  the  diplomas,  commissions  and  "wings1 
were  laid  out.  The  table  was  half-circled  by  the  following  officers: 

Major  General  Lassiter,  Commanding  General,  8th  Corps  Area. 

Brigadier- General  Frank?.  Lahm,  Commanding  General,  Air  Corps  Training 
Center. 

Lieut .-Colonel  James  A.  Mars,  Commanding  Officer  of  Duncan  Field,  Texas. 

Major  James  E.  Chancy,  Commanding  Officer  of  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

Major  Clarence  L.  Tinker,  Assistant  Commandant,  Advanced  Flying  School. 

Major  Shepler  W.  FitzGerald,  Commanding  Officer,  Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

Major  Francis  H.  Poole,  Medical  Corps,  Commandant , School  Aviation  Medicine 

Major  Harold  A.  Strauss,  Executive  of  Advanced  Flying  School. 

Lieut. -Colonel  Lawrence  C.  Mat  thews , Quartermaster,  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

Major  Coleridge  L.  Beavend , Medical  Corps. 

Captain  William  B.  -Wright,  Jr.,  Adjutant,  Advanced  Flying  School. 

Captain  Frederick  I.  Eglin,  Director  of  Training,  AdL^  flO&fis  JrainiSg  Stt&ite: 

Captain  William  E.  Lynd,  Air  Corps . 

Captain  John  I.  Moore,  Director  of  Training,  Advanced  Flying  School. 

Captain  W.  S.  Gravely,  Senior  Instructor,  Advanced  Flying  School. 

Lieut.  Ogden,  Adjutant,  Air  Corps  Training  Center. 

Lieut.  Arthur  Thomas,  Secretary'  and  Commandant  of  Cadets,  Advanced  Flying 
School;  and  Lieuts . Cassiday,  Kiel,  Beverly  and  Monahan  and  Chaplain  McCann. 

The  program  was  as  follows: 

Music  — the  Air  Corps  Training.  Center  Band. 

Invocation  • — Chaplain  John  H.  McCann. 

Introductory  Remarks  — Brigadier- General  Frank  P . Lahm. 

Address  — • Major  General  William  Lassiter. 

Presentation  of  Diplomas  — General  Lassiter. 

Presentation  of  Reserve  Commissions  — General  Lahm. 
presentation  of  Wings  Major  Clarence  L.  Tinker. 

Benediction  — Chaplain  John  H.  McCann. 

General  Lassiter's  address,  though  short,  was  in  compliment  to  the  Air 
Corps  and  the  progress  made  since  its  birth,  also  as  to  its  possibilities,  espe- 
cially with  regard  to  the  importance  attached  to  successful  cooperation  with 
other  arms  of  the  service.  He  stated  that  greater  and  more  successful  coopera- 
tion had  been  accomplished  in  the  past  few  years  than  ever  before,  this  having 
been  brought  about  by  the  careful  study  in  the  training  of  Flying  Cadets  and 
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Observers  with  regard  to  the  tactics  employed  by  other  arms  of  the  Service. 

Mach  benefit  re  sailed  from  the  training  which  combined  maneuvers  afforded  the 
various  branches  of  the  service,  each  gaining  valuable  -knowledge  of  t^ie  tactics 
of  the  other  and  the  realization  that  through  successful  cooperation  with  other 
arms  most  effective  progress  may  be  made  in  the  event  of  war.  The  General  quot- 
ed illustrations  from  his  personal  exueriences  during  the  World  War,  the  "Key 
ITote"  of  his  speech  being  "Cooperation,"  without  which  neither  arm  nor  arms  can 
be  most  effective. 

•General  Lassiter  presented  the  diplomas  and  complimented  and  congratulated 
each  graduate,  as  did  General  Lahm  in  his  presentation  of  the  reserve  commis- 
sions and  Major  Tinker,  who  presented  the  long  coveted  "wings".  To  secure  this 
three-fold  evidence  of  a year’s  work  well  done,  the  students  nut  forth  hard 
study  and  their  very  best  efforts  to  gain  the  knowledge  afforded  them  by  the 
best  equipped  aviation  school  in  the  world.  Receiving  the  tutoring  of  Uncle 
Sam’s  best  aviators,  most  of  them  having  had  years  of  experience  in  war  and 
peace,  they  venture  forth  with  this  knowledge  on  a career  of  their  own,  either 
as  a civilian  or  as  an  officer  of  Uncle  Sam’s  fighting  Air  Corps  to  carry  on 
through  their  service  the  "Esprit  de  Corps."  In  any  event,  they  have  received 
the  best  of  training  made  possible  by  a rich  and  powerful  nation  whose  people 
realize  that  in  each  and  every  graduate  they  have  an  individual  who  is  equally 
as  inport ant  and  valuable  in  whatever  field  of  endeavor  he'  may  choose  to 
enter  - in  the  service  of  his  country  as  a Military  Aviator,  or  as  a commercial 
aviator. 

The  only  setback  experienced  by  the  class  was  that  caused  by  inclement 
weather.  This  necessitated  much  night  flying  to  make  up  for  lost  time.  Fortu- 
nately, ideal  weather  prevailed  during  the  last  few  days  of  the  students'  train- 
ing, thus  enabling  them  to  obtain  the  required  flying  time. 

One  fatal  - airplane  crash  occurred  during  the  training  of  the  class  on 
December  21,  1928,  in  which  Cadet  Ludo  G.  Milkens  was  killed.  One  Cadet  was 
relieved  because  of  "Lack  of  qualities  ’necessary  for  a military  pilot."  Because 
of  sickness,  Cadet  George  E.  Percefull  was  relieved  and  returned  to  Brooks  Field 
for  refresher  training. 

The  following  officers  and  Cadets  were  graduated  from  the  School,  the  names 
being  listed  under  the  Section  in  which  they  were  assigned  and  received  special- 
ized training: 


ATTACK  SECTION 

Siriifi!  Lieut.  Samuel  J.  Simonton,  F.A. 

Cadets  Charles  W.  A1 vers on 

Frank  A.  Armstrong,  Jr. 

Al.  N.  Booth 
Leon  R.  Brownfield 
Hans  T .R . Eertzberg 
William  L.  Lee 
William  A.  Matheny 
William  H.  Maverick,  II 
Thoms  L . Mosley 
Ramon  R.  Arias 
Harley  R . Grater 
Herbert  L.  Grills 
J.  Stanley  B.  Harvey 
Ivan  D.  Houston 
John  P.  Kenny 
George  F.  Kinzie 
Ra  Iph  A . Murphy 
Lewis  R.  Parker 
Fr anlc  W.  Raymond 
Clarence  K.  Heath 
Raymond  L . Winn 
BOMBARDMENT  SECTION 

2nd  Lieut.  Janes  A.  Willis,  Jr.  (Inf.) 

Cadets  William  G.  Davis 
Edwin  M.  Day 
Edwin  E.  Die tel 
Jack  H.  Neale 
Harry  E . Campbell 
Leonard  F.  Harman 


BOMBARDMENT  SECTION  (Cont’d) 

S amue 1 R . Sp ike r 
Richard  B.  Stith 
Robert  M.  Wilson 
Jack  W.  Wood 

OBSERVATION  SECTION 
2nd  Lieut.  Kenneth'?.  McNaughton, F.A. 
Cadets  Spencer  Callaway 
Robert . H.  Clarke 
Rickard  V.  Conover 
Che sterP . Gi 1 ge r 
Samuel  W.  Cheyney 
Trenholm  J.  Meyer 
Wesley  F.  phillippe 
John  W.  Thomas,  Jr. 

Nicholas  A.  Laurenzana 
Thomas  R.  Star rat t 
Edwin  L.  Tucker 
Reginald  F.C.  Vance 
Albert  Boyd 
Ke nne t h C . Brown 
Glenn  T.  Fields 
George  F.  Pfeuffer 
Kenneth  C.  Brown 
PURSUIT  SECTION 
Cadets  Edward  H.  Alexander 
William  T.  Colman 
Murl  Estes 
Flint  Garrison,  Jr 
Charles  W.  Goode 
Dudley  D.  Hale 
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PURSUIT  SECTION  (Cont’d) 
Cadet  Paul  M.  Jacobs 

Garland  N.  Las a ter 
Janes  W.  McCauley 
Charles  F.  Scott 
Flo r is  F.  Shade 
John  H.  Bundy 
William  M.  Campbell 
Richard  I.  Dugan- 
David  D.  Graves 
Haywood  S.  Hansell,  Jr. 
Noble  G.  Hueter 
Melvin  S.  Hollidge 
Harry  H.  Jones 
Durward  0 . Lowry 
Allen  J.  Mickle 
Hugh  G.  Nicholson,  Jr. 
Morley  F.  Slaght 
Walworth  D.  Slingerland 
Will Fan  P,  Sloan 
Millard' F.  Tindall 
Bryan  S , Warner 
Milton  H.  Anderson 


PURSUIT  SECTION  (Cont’d) 

Cadet  Otis  F.  Bryan 

Thomas  S . Power 
Horace  J.  Reid 
Har  ry  A . S aunde r s 
James  H.  Wallace 
Harry  J.  Zimmerman 

SPECIAL  OBSERVERS  COURSE 
Lt.-Col.  Ira  F.  Travel 
Captain  William  E.  Kepner 
" Charles  ?.  Clark 
" Neal  Creighton 

11  Ira  R.  Koenig 

" Karl  S.  Axtater 

" Alfred  I . Puryear- 

1st  liieut.  Elmer  J.  Bov/ling 
11  John  M.  McDonnell 

" Haynie  McCormick 

2nd  Lieut.  Edgar  M..  Fogelsonger 
Be  nj  ani n ■ T . S tarke y 
Warrant  Officer  Robert  E.  Lassiter 


ALTITUDE  FLYING  AT  WRIGHT  FIELD 

Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  is  ambitious  to  secure  the  honor  of  attaining 
the  highest  altitude  ever  reached  by  man  in  an  airplane.  Some  noteworthy 
attempts  for  altitude  records  were  made  by  Lieutenant  Wm.  B1 oakley  last  summer. 

He  was  followed  later  on  - October  10,  1928  - by  Captain  St.  Clair  Street,  of 
the  Flying  Branch,  accompanied  by  Cantain  Albert  W.  Stevens  of  the  Aerial  Photo 
Unit,  Equipment  Branch,  Materiel  Division.  The  last  attempts  were  made  by 
Lieut.  Harry  Johnson  of  Selfridge  Field,  who  was  assigned  to  Wright  Field  for 
the  purpose  of  attempting  high  altitude  flights.  Lieut.  Johnson  with  Captain 
Stevens  made  flights  on  January  26th,  February  1st,  10th,  12th,  15th,  23rd,  and 
the  last  one  on  February  27th,  when- he.  attained  an  elevation  of  35,611  foot  above 
sea  level,  according  to  the  National  Advisory  Committee  for  Aeronautics  rating. 

eOo 


NEW  BOMBING.  PLANE  HAS  SHORT  CAREER 

The  new  LB- 7 tombing  plane,  which  arrived  at  Langley  Eield,  Va. , the  first 
week  in  February,  met  with  hard  luck.  Tnis  plane,  flown  by  Captain  Willis  Hale, 
took  off  from  the  airdrome  some  days  later,  headed  south,  and  got  about  one  mile 
from  the  field  over  a beautiful  little  grove  of  trees  when  one  of  the  motors  went 
dead.  The  pilot  attempted  to  fly  on  the  other  motor,  but  the  plane  yawed  so  much 
that  ho  was  afraid  it  would  go  into  a spin,  and  ho  wisely  cut  the  throttle.  He 
was  compelled  to  land  in  the  above  mentioned  beautiful  grove , where  the  plane 
broke  into  matchwood.  Mr.  Baker,  of  the  Pratt  & Whitney  Motor  Company,  was  a 
passenger  in  the  plane.  Luckily  nobody  was  hurt. 

Great  interest  in  this  accident  was  manifested  by-  Langley  Field  personnel, 
many  of  whom  visited  the  scene  of  the  wreck. 

oOo 

JACK  FROST  UNPOPULAR  AT  MARSHALL  FIELD 

The  reverberating  boom  of  Big  Bens  has  with  difficulty  sent  the  Marshall 
Field  pilots  scurrying  from  their  warm  beds  to  their  air-cooled  hangars  and  re- 
frigerating offices  during  the  past  month.  "With  temperature  around  10  degrees 
"below, " says  the  News  Letter  Correspondent,  "we  plead  !0h,  Self  ridge,  where  is 
thy  sting?’  Moral  stamina  was  quite  often  bolstered  by  Captain  Gates  in  order 
that  the  hoys  be  at  the  field  by  eight  every  morning.  Then,  too,  when  hot  oil 
and  water  finally  got  the  II’s  into  a mood  for  running,  the  ceiling  usually 
settled  over  the  field  like  a fog  on  the  Bronz  Lions  in  Trafalgar  Square,  so 
we  would  have  to  whistle  when  taking  off  and  landing." 
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AERONAUTS  ORGANIZE  AT  LANGLEY  t FIELD . 

The  Langley  Field  Chapter  of  the  Society  of  Military  and  Naval  Aeronauts 
was  formed  on  Monday  night,  February  18th.  An  informal  dinner  was  held  at  the 
Warwick  Hotel  in  Newport  News.,  Virginia,  by  the  officers  stationed  at  Langley 
Field  having  Lighter- than- Air  .ratings . The  pumose  of  the  little  social  gather- 
ing was  principally  for  the  discussion  of  the  desirability  of  forming  a chapter 
of  what  is  known  as  "The  Society  of  Military  and  Naval  Aeronauts."  The  mother 
chapter  of  this  organization  was  formed  sometime  ago  by  Lighter- than- Air  offi- 
cers stationed  at  Brooks  and  Kelly  Fields,  with  General  Lahm  as  honorary  presi- 
dent. The  organisation  of  the  local  chanter  was  perfected  with  the  following 
members:  Colonel  Jacob  W .S  . Wuest , Majors  John  D.  Rear  dan,  Norman  W.  Peek, 

M.  F.  Davis , Captains  Lawrence  F.  Stone,  Douglas  Johnston,  R.S . McCullough, 
William  J.  Flood,  1st  Lieutenants  Walter  D.  Buie,  M.E.  McKugo,  Uzal  G.  Ent , L.A. 
Skinner  and  Otto  Wienecke. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Society  sets  forth  the  purposes  of  the  organization 
as  solely  patriotic,  educational,  scientific  and  fraternal,  with  the  three-fold 
objective  of  fostering  the  development  of  aeronautics,  especially  airship  and 
balloon  operation;  encouraging  arid  aiding  in  the  development  of  this  important 
arm  for  national  defense,  and  of  creating  a bond  of  fellowship  between  person- 
nel who  are,  or  have  been,  engaged  in  the  development  of  Lighter- than- Air  craft. 
The  following  officers  of  the  local  chapter  were  selected:  Captain  Stone , 
President;  Captain  F15oa,  Vice  President;  and  Lieutenant  Buie,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  The  Executive  Council  directing . the  policies  of  the  Chapter  will  be 
composed  of  Colonel  Wuest  as  senior  member  and  the  officers  of  the  Chapter. 

Considerable  enthusiasm  over  the  purposes  of  the  organization  was  engender- 
ed in  the  round-table  discussion  which  followed  the  enjoyment  of  the  Warwick 
hospitality.  It  is  proposed  to  hold  the  next  meeting  cf  this  organization  about 
larch  15th  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  a set  of  by-laws  for  the . government  of 
the  local  chapter  and.  to  hold  a short,  snappy,  educational  program  along 
Lighter- than- Air  lines.  Prom  now  until  summer  it  is  planned  to  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  distinguished  speakers  as  guests  of  honor  at  the  various  monthly  din- 
ners of  the  Chapter,  and  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  include  in  this  number  Col. 
Chandler  of  Washington;  Rear  Admiral  Moffett , Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Aeronautics 
Commander  Rosendahl  of  the  Navy,  General  Fechet  and  General  Foulois  cf  the  Army 
Air  Corps. 

0O0 

THE  FERRY  FLIGHT  FROM  WRIGHT  FIELD  TO  PANAMA  CANAL  ZONE 

The  tri-motored  Fokker  Transport  plane  was  welcomed  on  January  16th  by  the 
entire  command  of  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  and  the  following  is  a brief 
story  of  the  flight  from  Wright  Field,  submitted  by  the  News  Letter  Correspon- 
dent : 

"Major  Paul  Bock,  First  Lieutenants  George  C.  McDonald  and  Dwight  J. 
Canfield  started  in  the  Fokker  tri-motored  Transport  plane  .that  had  previously 
been  assigned  to  the  Panama  Canal  Department,  from  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
at  10:45  a.m. , January  9,  1919,  and  arrived  at  Bowman  Field,  Kentucky,  at  2:45 
p.m.  Their  destination  for  that  day  was  to  have  been  Maxwell  Field,  Alabama, 
but  due  to  heavy  rain  and  sleet  (the  latter  is  seldom  if  ever  seen  down  here  in 
Panama)  they  were  forced  to  .land  at  Bowman  Field  and  remain  there  until  11:20 
a.m.,  January  12th,  when  they  took  off  for  Maxwell  Field.  They  arrived  at  that 
plaoe  at  4:50  p.m.  , after  a trip  of  5 hours  arid  30  minutes  through  the  roughest 
kind  of  weather.  They  departed  Maxwell  Field  for  Jacksonville  at  7:00  a.m. 
January  13th,  and  arrived  at  their  destination  at  10:30  a.m.  They  left 
Jacksonville  at  1:30  p.m.  the  same  day  and  arrived  at  Miami,  Fla.,  at  5:00  p.m. 
Havana,  Cuba,  was  the  next  stop  after  leaving  Miami,  and  they  made  the  trip  in 
two  hours  and  20  minutes.  After  spending  the  night  at  Havana,  they  took  off 
for  Managua,  Nicaragua,  the  longest  hop  of  the  trip,  and  arrived  at  their  desti- 
nation at  6:20  p.m.,  on  January  15th,  after  a trip  of  11  hours  and  20  minutes. 
The  last  leg  of  the  journey  was  made  from  Managua  to  France'  Field  in  8 hours. 

The  entire  trip  was  made  in  a total  flying  time  of  38  hours  and  40  minutes, 
without . a mishap,  and  proved  the  feasibility  of  ferrying  planes  from  factories 
in  the  United'  States  to  Panama.  " 
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ADMINISTRATION  BUILDING  AT  NEW  TRAINING  RENTER 


The  layout  plan  of  Randolph  Field,  the  nev:  site  of  the  Air  Corps  Training 
Center,  near  San  Antonio,  Texas,  received  the  final  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  January  21,  1929,  and  work  has  Begun  on  the  design  of  individual  "build- 
ings. The  Administration  Building,  the  first  of  these,  a sketch  of  which  is  on 
the  hack  of  this  page,  will  he  situated  on  the  central  axis  of  the  most,  close 
to  the  entrance  of  the  building  area,  and  the  first  building  to  he  seen  in  ap- 
proaching the  post.  In  occupying  such  a prominent  position,  it  forms  the  key- 
note of  the  design.  It  is  done  in  Spanish  Mission  style,  the  central  section 
having  two  stories  and  a tower,  while  the  outlying  wings  are  of  a single  story. 

The  tower  is  175  feet  high  and  will  house  the  water  tank,  which  has  hereto- 
fore constituted  an  eyesore  at  most  army  posts.  Above  the  water  tank  will  he  an 
observation  room  and  meteorological  station,  reached  by  elevator  from  the  ground 
floor.  On  the  dome  will  be  mounted  a revolving  beacon. 

The  second  floor,  which  exists  only  in  the  central  portion  of  the  building, 
will  house  all  of  the  administrative  offices  of  the  Commanding ..  General  and  his 
staff. 

The  ground  floor  of  the  central  portion  will  house  all  the  signal  activi- 
ties, including  the  Signal  Office,  Meteorological  Office,  Telephone  Exchange, 
Radio  Receiving  Station  and  Telegraph  Office,  and,  in  addition,  a U.S.  Post 
Office,  printing  plant,  and  Quartermaster  administrative  offices. 

The  east  wing  will  house  the  photographic  laboratory,  court  room  and  Judge 
Advocate's  office;  while  the  west  wing  will  contain  the  post  theatre  and  audi- 
torium. Both  wings  are  provided  with  outside  entrances  to  divert  some  of  the 
traffic  from  the  central  portion  of  the  building.  The  theatre  is  so  arranged 
that  it  can  be  used  when  the  rest  of  the  building  is  closed.  It  has  a stage,  28 
by  40  feet,  with  two  dressing  rooms,  11  x 28  feet  each;  a seating  capacity  of 
900  on  the  main  floor  and  250  in  the  balcony. 

oOo 

RED  DOGS  AND  IMPROVED  FLYING  GLOVES 
By  the  Langley  Field  Correspondent 

About  twenty  pairs  of  flying  gloves  of  superior  worth  were  recently  re- 
ceived by  the  Air  Corps  Supply  Officer  at  Langley  Field,  Hampton,  7a. , to  be  dis- 
tributed as  far  as  they  will  go  among  the  some  one  hundred  and  twenty  flying  of- 
ficers. These  gloves  are.  by  far  the  most  improved  piece  of  flying  equipment  of 
any  kind  that  has  been  put  out  in  the  Service  for  a long  time.  The  gloves  are 
leather  on  the  outside  and  warm  felt  on  the  inside,  and  they  have  short  fingers. 
These  gloves  are  both  theoretically  and  practically  good.  The  short  fingers 
allow  the  wearer  to  slip  his  fingers  out  and  into  the  space  of  another  one  in 
the  glove  and  thus  get  it  warm. 

The  gloves  heretofore,  and  still,  issued  to  the  bulk  of  flyers  are  covered 
with  red  dog  hair.  And  this  dog  hair  sheds  while  in  the  air  and  accumulates  in 
the  teeth  of  the  aviator.  Too  often  a flyer  is  struck  with  the  idea  that  he  is 

eating  some  of  the  hair  of  the  dog  that  bit  him.  Just  why  the  issue  flying 

gloves  had  to  be  covered  with  red  dog  hair  and  why  they  had  to  skin  the  dog  when 

he  was  shedding  is  a question  never  satisfactorily  settled,  but  the  practice 

started  shortly  after  the  war.  That  may  be  reason  enough.  The  practice  certain- 
ly made  red  d;ogs  scarce.  A person  may  start  out  early  in  the  morning  looking  for 
dogs  and  travel  until  late  at  night  and  he  will  seldom  see  one  red  dog. 

The  Red  Dog  market  went  skyrocketing  when  the  Government  began  plunging  in 
it  a few  years  ago  to  get  hides  for  aviators'  gloves;  men  playing  shorts  were, 
wiped  out  as  slick  and  clean  as  a willow  shistle,  while  those  playing  margins 
who  decided  to  ride  Red  Dog  to  the  top  and  unload  on  a two  point  break,  mopped 
up.  Red  Dog  common,  of  course,  paid  the  highest,  because  just  ordinary  common 
dogs  with  loose  hair  were  preferred  for  aviators'  gloves. 

It  was  a lucky  dog,  indeed,  that  could  save  his  hide,  especially  if  it  had 
a reddish  tinge.  And  even  blue  dogs,  whose  hair  would  take  a red  dye,  had  to  be 
careful  where  they  curled  up  for  the  night,  lest  they  found  themselves  on  the  way 
to  a skinning  the  next  morning.  Many  a howl  has  gone  up  over . these,  gloves  from 
both  aviators  and  dogs,  and  this  latest  gesture  of  supplying  20  pairs  of  gloves 
for  the  120  flyers  at  Langley  Field  is  interpreted  to  mean  that  the  last  red  dog 
is  dead,  and  aviators  will  be  allowed  to  lose  their  taste  for  dog  hair  while 
flying.  " , 
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COMB  IKED  ARM  AND  NAVY  MANEUVERS-  IK  -PANAMA;  ■ 

By  the-NSwa  Letter  Correspondent  .1  ....  •j/; 

The  6th  Composite  Group,  France  ■Field.,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  sent,  a detachment 
of  100.  men  and.  23  officers  to  Alb  rook  Field  for  the  combined  Army  and  Navy  Exer- 
cises," during-  the  period  January  21st  to  31st.  ' Both -day  and  night  Observation 
and  Pursuit  missions  we  re'  carried,  out  during,  the  entire  period.  Lieut.  Clarence 

F.  Horton  was  Camo  Commander,  and  Colonel  A. G.  Fisher  was  Air  Force  Commander  in 
'•  » •»  ^ . . 
charge  of  all  tactical  operations.  ' 

During  these  maneuvers  an  opportunity  was  had  to  observe  the  Boeing  Fighter, 
the  Navy  air-cooled  pursuit  plane . Up  to  . this'  time  we  had -considered  ourselves 
fairly  well  mounted  in  the  PW  type;  now  we  have  seen  what  a,  real  plane  can  do  in 
the  way  of  climbing  and  maneuvering.-  life  have  been  informed  by  some  of  the  Navy 
pilots  that  these  ships  are  to  be  turned  in,  when  the  airplane  carriers  return 
to  the  California  base,  for  a new  and  improved  type.  We  are  hoping  that  the  Arm; 
Air  Corps  will  get  some  of  this  type  in  the  near  future. 

With  the  two  airplane  carriers  and  the  planes  on  the  other  types  of  Navy 
vessels,  the  Navy  had  about  200  planes  in.  the  air  at  one  time  or  another.  Our 
one  Pursuit  Squadron  was  rather  sadly  outnumbered  when  it  came  to  maneuvering 
against  this  number  of  ships.  However,  when  we  get  the  pursuit  Group  at  Albrook 
Field,  the  air  forces  in  Panama  should  be  in  good  shape. 

Since  the  grand  maneuvers,  the  Army  air  forces  have  participated  with  the 
Navy  in  three  smaller  maneuvers.  These  have  been  in  the  nature  of  sorties  by 
the  fleet,  in  which  the  Army  pursuit  furnished  protection  until  such  time  as  the 
airplane  carriers  could  get  to  sea  where  they  could  head  into  the  wind  and  allow 
the  planes  to  take  off. 

oOo 

COLONEL  LINDBERGH’S  VISIT  TO  PANAMA 

"Colonel  Charles  A.  Lindbergh  was- with  us  again  for  a brief  visit,"  writes 
the  France  Field  Correspondent,  "he  having  flown  a Sikorski  Amphibian  here  from 
Miami  with  mail  for  the  Panama  Airways.  . While  he  was  here,  he  was  taken  on  a 
fishing  trip  to  the  Palis  Islands  and  from  all  reports  received  on  the  trip  he 
enjoyed  himself  very  much. 

Colonel  and  Mrs.  Fisher  gave  a swimming  party  -in  his  honor  the  day  prior  to 
his  departure,  and  all  of  the  prominent  military,  naval  and  civilian  personnel 
on  the  Atlantic,  side ' were  present. 

While  Colonel  Lindbergh  did  not  mention  his  plans  for -getting  married,  while 
with  us,  he  did  show  considerable  interest  in  the  fact  that  Lieut.  George 
McDonald  was  able  to  get  leave  from  his  new  wife  long  enough  to  go  on  a fishing 
trip." 

oOo — - 

LIEUT.  DONALD  G.  DUKE  RESIGNS  FROM  ARMY 

Lieut.  Donal  G.  Duke,  who  has  been  on  duty  at  the  Boston,  Mass.,  Airport, 
since  December,  1927,  resigned  his  commission  as  an  officer  of  the  Army  to  accept 
a position  with  the  Pan  American  Airways,  Inc.,  with  headquarters  at  Cristobal, 
Canal  Zone..  During  the  past  several  months,  while  on  leave  of  absence,  he  estab- 
lished a mail  and  passenger  route  in  Costa  Rica.  He  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
Cristobal  office  of  the  Company  and  of  flight  operations  in  and  out  of  the  Canal 
Zone. 

Commissioned  in  the  Air  Corps  on  February  27,  1918,  Lieut.  Duke  was  on  duty 
as  Instructor  a.t  the  School  for  Aerial  Observers,  Post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Okla.  , 
until  April,  1919.  After  completing  three  years  of  service  in  the  Hawaiian 
Department,  he'  served  for  brief  -periods  at’  Kelly  Field,  Texas;  Fort  Bliss,  Texas, 
and  at  the  Hth  Corps  Area  Headquarters,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas.  In’  September, 
1923,  he  was  ordered  to  duty  in.. the  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corns , Washington,  where 
he  served  until  May,  1927.  He  served  at.  Bolling  Field  until  his  assignment  to 
the  Boston  Airport.  While  on  duty  in  Washington,  Lieut.  Duke  worked  zealously 
and  energetically  in  connection  with  the  establishment  of  airways  and  landing 
fields  throughout . the  country.  - While  -prosecuting  this  work  he  participated  in 
numerous  long-distance  cro'ss- country  flights.  He  has  piloted  all  types  of  ser^M* 
vice  planes  and  a number  of  commercial  types,  and  his  total  flying  time  has 
passed  the  2,000-hour  mark. 

Our  best  wishes  to  Lieut.  Duke  in  his  new  line  of  endeavor. 
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;.:0?C  ABOUT  mi  ROOF  LANDING  OF  AIRSHIP  TC-5 

Pie  Langley  Field  Correspondent  Ives  additional  "dope11  concerning,  the 
lanuih  ■ of  the  Airship  TC-5  on  the  roof ' of  the  Munitions  Building  last  month. 
Altnou; h the  story  .covering  this  episode  appeared  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
Neus  Letter,  the  -Langley  scribe5 s version  of  it  is  given  below,  as  follows: 

"On  February  5th,  a very  noteworthy  feat  was  accomplished  when  Captain  Wm. 
J.  Flood,  Commanding;  the  TC-5- 251, . landed  on  the  roof  of  the  limit  ions  Building 
in  Tfasnington,  D.C.,  delivering  a letter  to  General  Fechet,  Chief  of  Air  Corps, 
from  Lieut  .-Colonel  Jacob  W.5  . Wuest,  A.C.,  which  said:  'This  is  the  first  in- 
stance in  which  mail  has  been  carried  from  an  Amy  Post  directly  to  the  Office 
of  the  Chief  of  Air  Corps  and  I believe ■ it  should  mark  a new  epoch  in  the  future 
use  of  airships.:1  This  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  that  an 
Army  airship  has  landed  on  the  roof  of  the  War  Department  Munitions  Building. 
Though  the  landing  facilities  were  very  limited,  Captain  Flood  completed  the 
feat  without  a hitch  and  handed  Colonel  Wuest's  message  to  Lieut.  Otto.Wienecke 
in  charge  of  the  landing  crew  on  the  roof.'  In  a letter  to  Lieut  .-Colonel  Wuest, 
Commanding  Officer  of  Langley  Field,  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  wrote  as 
follows':  ' 

'Your  letter  of  February  5th  was  delivered  to  me  by  Lieut.  Wienecke  in  my 
office  at  3:00  pm.;  this  date.  The  landing  on  the  roof  of  the  Munitions  Build-, 
ing  was  accomplished  without  difficulty  and  demonstrates  the  possibility  of 
this  direct  means  of  delivering  communications.  I wish  to  congratulate  you  and 
the  crew  of  the.  Airship  on  this  excellent  performance.' 

During  the  flight  to  and  from  Washington,  D.C.,  the  Airship  TC-5-251  made  a 
new  speed  record  when  it  completed  the  first  leg  of  the  flight  in  2 hours  and  10 
minutes  and  returned  in  2 hours  and-  20  minutes. 

On  the  4th,  the  sane  airship  took  mail  from  the  decks  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Steamer  ’Virginia  Lee'  in  Hampton  Hoads  enroute  from  Norfolk  to  Old  Point.  - 

Doth  flights  were  undertaken  to  demonstrate  the  practicability  of  the 
airships  for'  delivery  of'  messages  in  the  military  service." 

oOo 

SMOKE  SCREEN  DEMONSTRATION  AT  SAN  ANTONIO 

Captain  Ralph  H.  Wooten,  of  the  3rd  Attack  Group,  in  an  A-3  equipped  with 
smoke  laying  apparatus,  was  forced  by  fog  to  land  at  Halletts ville , Texas, while 
enroute  to  San  Antonio  to  give  a demonstration  which  had  been  requested  by  the 
Chemical  Warfare  Officer  of  the  Eighth  Corps  Area.  Arriving  about  thirty  min- 
utes late  on  account  of  the  forced  landing,  the  demonstration  was  scheduled  for 
the  day  following.  Inclement  weather,  however,  prevented  it.  The  next  morning 
when  ready  to  lay  the  screen,  the  valve  failed  to  function  properly  and  only  a 
thin  stream  of  smoke  was  emitted.  Returning  to  Fort  Crockett  without  landing, 
Captain  Wooten  reported  that  a screen  approximately  125  miles  long  was  laid 
before  the  charge  of  F.M.  gave  out.  It  was  learned  that  age  will  cause  corro- 
sion and  deterioration  of  the  F.M. 

oOo 

CAPTAIN  HOYT  MAKES  RECORD  ELI  GET  TO  SAN  ANTONIO  AND  RETURN 

Within  the  space  of  37  hours  and  35  minutes,  Captain  Ross  G.  Hoyt,  Air 
Corps,  pilot  of  one  of  the  refueling  planes  in  the  recent  record-breaking  dura- 
tion flight  of  the  "Question  Mark, " accomplished  a double  Dawn- to- Dusk  Flight 
from  Washington,  D.G.  , to  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  return,  the  .dis- 
tance involved  approximating  3100  miles.  Allowing  for  his  period  of  res:  at 
Kelly  Field  of  nine  hours  and  the  15  to  20-minute  periods  taken  up  during  the 
refueling  of  his.  plane-  at  the  several  places  he  landed  while  enroute,  Captain 
Hoyt's  actual  flying  time  totalled  25^  hours. 

This  flight  was  made  solely  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  mail.  Captain  Hoyt 
took  a plane  that  had  been  in  usual  service  at  Bolling  Field,  and  without  any 
re-touching  or  special  changes,  made  the  flight  to  San  Antonio  and  return  with- 
out incident.  The  flight  demonstrates  the  capabilities  of  fighting  planes  to 
rendezvous  at  ary  point  which  might  be  menaced,  whether  on  one  coast  or  on  .the  . 
other,  within  the  space  of  eighteen  hours. 

Lack  of  plans  or  preparation  featured  Captain  Hoyt's  fast  flight  from  the 
Capital  City  to  the  Alamo  City.  The  airplane  was  the  standard  Army  Pursuit  Pl-P 
(Curtiss  Hawk)  without  increased  gasoline  capacity.  The  efficiency  of  the  power 
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plant  of  this  fast  little  pursuit  ship  may  he  appreciated,  from  the  fact  that  it 
was  kept  running  continuously  from  start  to  finish  on  hath  the  going  and  return 
trips . 

Baring  the  entire  trip  Captain  Hoyt  was  furnished  weather  reports  hy  the 
United  States  Weather  Bureau,  including  wind  direction  and  the  velocity  of  same, 
and  he  states  that  the  data  furnished  him  proved  absolutely  accurate.  He  en- 
countered clear  weather  throughout,  hut  was  forced  to  battle  strong  head  winds 
on  his  return  journey  after  leaving  Greenville , South  Carolina.  These  were  more 
in  the  nature  of  cross  than  direct  winds,  hut  they  tended  to  retard  his  progress 
somewhat . 

When  Captain  Hoyt  arrived  at  Bolling  Field  before  dawn  Wednesday  morning, 
March  6th,  to  take  off  for  San  Antonio,  ho  found  the  field  a mass  of  irud  and 
water,  with  wrecked  and  live  dirigibles  scattered  here  and  there.  To  avoid  the 
almost  certain  prospect  of  being  hogged  down  on  the  muddy  field  on  his  take-off, 
the  ship  was  wheeled  to  the  concrete  runway  between  the  hangars.  Taking  advant- 
age of  the  250  feet  of  this  runway  running  north  and  south,  the  wheels  cleared 
the  ground  just  as  the  end  of  the  concrete  was  reached.  The  plane  took  the  air 
at  4:25  a.m. , and  Captain  Hoyt  flew  along  the  course  of  the  Air  Mail  beacons 
which  are  strung  along  at  40-mile  intervals  between  Hew  York  and  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Arriving  at  the  Municipal  Airport  at  Greenville,  South  Carolina,  at  7:50 
a.m.,  his  plane  was  serviced  with  70  gallons  of  gasoline  and  one  gallon  of  oil. 
Fifteen  minutes  later  he  took  off  for  Jackson,  Miss. , passing  over  Birmingham, 
Ala. , enroute.  Because  he  encountered  strong  head  winds  during  the  480-mile  run 
from  Greenville,  Capt . Hoyt  landed  at  the  Jackson  airdrome  with  but  three  gallon 
of  gas  left  in  his  tank,  remarking  that  never  before  was  he  so  glad  to  get  to  a 
landing  place  as  at  this  particular  time.  Had  he  been  six  miles  off  his  course, 
he  would  not  have  been  able  to  make  the  field.  Throughout  his  entire  journey. 
Captain  Hoyt  stated,  his  motor  consumed  fuel  regularly  at  the  rate  of  20  gallons 
per  hour.  At  certain  intervals  he  flew  at  the  rate  of  150  miles  per  hour. 

Reaching  Jackson,  Mississippi,  at  1:10  p.rn. , Eastern  Standard  Time,  the 
little  pursuit  ship  was  serviced  with  100  gallons  of  gas  and  a gallon  of  oil. 
Twenty  minutes  later  it  was  in  the  a.ir  again  ©nr out e to  Shreveport,  La.,  where 
its  wheels  touched  at  2:4a  p.m.  A southwest  wind  was  encountered  all  the  way,  i' 
having  changed  to  that  direction  after  the  departure  from  Jackson.  Approximate!; 
50  gallons  of  gasoline  were  needed  to  completely  fill  the  tanks , and  at  3:10  p.m 
the  plane  was  in  the  air  again  pointing  towards  San,  Antonio.  Kelly  Field  was 
reached  at  6:45  p.m.,  Central  Time,  just  1.5  minutes  before  darkness.  From 
Shreveport,  Captain  Hoyt  bucked  a very  high  southwest  wind  the  entire  distance 
to  Keliy  Field. 

At  Kelly  Field  the' motor  was  stopped  for  the  first  time  since  leaving 
Washington.  The  airplane  and  motor  were  given  a routine  check  and  Cs.ptain  Hoyt 
left  instructions  to  have  it  ready' for  flight  at  3:30  the  next  morning. 

Captain  Hoyt  stated  that  he  did  not  feel  fatigued  as  the  result  of  his  1500- 
mile  flight.  Going  to  bod  at  9:00  o'clock,  he  arose  at  2:45,  and  an  hour  later 
was  in  the  air  again  on  his  return  flight  to  Washington.  . It  was  then  2y  hours 
before  daylight,  and  climbing  to  an  altitude  of  about  4,0.00  feet  he  could  see  the 
lights  of  Hew  Braunfels  and  Seguin,  Texas,  approximately  40  miles  distant.  He 
checked  his  compass  on  Hew  Braunfels,  having  no  wind  aloft  report,  and  in  that 
way  determined  what  his  actual  compass  course  would  be,  making  allowance  for  the 
wind.  Flying  this  compass  course  constantly  until  daybreak,  with  a chock  on  the 
lights  of  Austin,  Texas,  which  city  was  several  miles  off  to  his  left,  Captain 
Hoyt,  two  hours  and  forty-five  minutes  later,  found  himself  over  Shreveport,  La. 
On' checking  his  gasoline  supply,  he  was  gratified  to  find  that  a favoring  wind 
had  speeded  his  progress  to  such  an  extent  that  a sufficient  supply  was  on  hand 
to  enable  him  to  continue  on  to  Monroe,  Ia.,  110  miles  further  on.  From  Shreve- 
port the  wind  changed,  and  he  was  forced  to  buck  it  all  the  way  to  Monroe,  where 
he  landed  at  7:50  a.m.,  Central  Time.  Fifteen  minutes  later,  after  taking  on 
80  gallons  of  gas  and  a gallon  of  oil,  he  took  off  for  Greenville,  S.C.,  via 
Birmingham,  Ala.  Feeling  somewhat  dubious  as  to  whether  his  fuel  supply  would 
last  until  Greenville  was  reached,  Captain  Hoyt  landed  at  Birmingham  at  11:45 
a.m. , Eastern  Time.  Only  10  gallons  of  high  test  gas  was  available  on  the  field, 
however,  but  this  small  amount,  as  it  subsequently  developed,  proved  just  about 
sufficient,  for  upon  landing  at  Greenville,  after  taking  oif  from  Birmingham  at 
12:00,  Eastern  Time,  Captain  Hoyt  found  exactly  ten  gallons  of  gasoline  left  in 
the  tank.  He  felt  very  thankful  that  he  had  landed  at  Birmingham. 

Taking  on  90  gallons  of  gas  and  a gallon  of  oil  at  Greenville,  Captain  Hoyt 
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took  off  at  3:00  o'clock,  Eastern  Time,  for  Bolling  Field.  From  this  uoint  on 
he  encountered  severe  cross  winds,  same  having  increased  gradually  throughout 
the  day,  as  they  swung  towards  the  Northwest.  He  landed  at  Bolling  Field  at 
6:00  o'clock  in  a 60-mile  gale.  After  rolling  along  the  ground  a short  distance 
a strong  gust  of  wind  picked  up  his  ship  and  carried  it  along  about  twenty  feet 
above  the  ground  for  some  distance.  Captain  Hoyt  immediately^*'  fhe  motor 
full  throttle  and  landeo.  somewhat  hard,  but  with  no  damage  to  his  ship. 

0O0 


QUESTION  MARK  FLYERS  GREETED  BY  PENNSYLVANIA  DIGNITARIES 
By  the  Middletown  Air  Depot  Correspondent 


To  many  people  the  flight  of  the  "Question  Mark"  terminated  on  that  chilly 
day,  January  7th,  in  California.  To  a small  but  interested  group  of  officers 
ana  civilians  at  this  station,  however,  the  flight  was  not  cempleted  on  January 
th»  ended  finally  on  a still  colder  day,  February  12th,  at  Middletown,  Pa. 

A small  group  of  interested  personnel,  including  reporters  from  the  Harrisburg 
newspapers  and  photographers,  gathered  with  coat  collars  turned  up  and  teeth 
chattering  at  the  Operations  hangar  on  Olmstead  Field  as  young  Quesada  set  the 
plane  aown  in  his  usual  three-point  style.  Major  Dargue , Major  Spatz,  Mr.  Fred 
Spatz  ana  Cap t air  Hoyt,  in  three  02-H's,  accompanied  the  "Question  Mark"  part 
way,  but  landed  here  several  minutes  earlier. 

Captain  F.F.  Christine  met  the  chilly  pilots,  and  they  were  taken  into  the 
hangar  to  thaw  out  before  embarking  for  the  Capitol  at  Harrisburg.  At  the 
Capitol,  Governor  Fisher,  with  members  of  his  Cabinet,  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives interested  in  aviation,  received  the  visitors,  together  with  (the  permanent 
officers  from  the  Middletown  Denot. 


The  Pennsylvania  State  Legislature  being  in  session,  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  formally  introduced  each  member  of  the  crew  of  the  "Question  Mark,"  call- 
ing upon  them  for  a short  talk.  By  this  time  the  personnel  had  been  through  so 
many  dinners,  with  their  attendant  after  dinner  speeches , that  they  seemed  per- 
fectly at  home  at  the  Speaker's  stand,  and  each  made  a few  appropriate  remarks, 
much  to  the  enthusiasm  and  interest  of  the  legislators  of  the  Keystone  State. 

After  the  Capitol  visit,  back  into  waiting  automobiles,  and  escorted  by  the 
famous  "flying  wedge"  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  motorcycle  patrolmen,  they 
journeyed  over  to  the  Penn-Harris  Hotel,  where  a delicious  luncheon  was  served 
through  the  courtesy  of  Col.  E.J.  Stackpole  and  Capt.  A.H.  Stackpole.  After 
luncheon  the  party  came  back  to  Olmstead  Field,  where  the  02 's  were  warmed  up 
and^  the  distinguished  guests  departed  for  Bolling.  Despite  the  cold,  and  a 
high  wind,  it  was  necessary  for  the  operations  personnel  to  throw  stakes  and 
rape  around  the  "Question  Mark"  to  keep  the  interested  inhabitants  of  this  re- 
gion from  climbing  aboard  and  possibly  deoarting  with  souvenirs  of  the 
historic  plane. 


At  this  time  the  "Question  Mark"  is  approximately  90^  completed  in  a 
thorough  major  overhaul.  At  first  it  was  thought  that  the  plane  would  be  reno- 
vated throughout  and  ready  to  fly  in  the  inauguration  ceremonies  of  President 
Hoover,  but  this  will  not  be  the  case,  as  there  was  too  much  work  to  be  conpiet- 
ed  in  transforming  it  back  into  a service  type  transport. 

On  February  19th  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Harrisburg,  pa. , tendered  a re- 
ception to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  his  Cabinet  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature.  Capt . F.F.  Christine,  Capt.  J.T.  Fleming,  QMC,  Lieuts. 
Ray  G.  Harris,  K.C.  McGregor,  Harry  H.  Mills,  Milton  J.  Smith  and  Contract  Sur- 
geon John  F.  Blecher,  were  guests  at  this  reception,  being  honored  by  being 
seated  at  a table  immediately  adjacent  to  that  of  the  Governor  and  the  Speaker. 
The  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  heartily  back  of  the  movement  to  establish  an  ade- 
quate airport  for  the  City  of  Harrisburg,  and  they  have  felt  free  to  call  upon 
any  Air  Corps  members  of  the  Depot  for  technical  advice,  information,  statistics' 
or  anything  else  which  might  help  them  in  their  selection  of  the  best  site  for 
their  airport.  What  little  aid  has  been  requested  of  the  officers  of  the  Depot 
has  been  most  gladly  given,  and  it  is  now  believed  that  by  May  or  June  their 
airport  will  be  a going  concern  and  handling  a great  deal  of  the  commercial 
traffic  which  comes  up  and  down  the  Susquehanna  Valley. 

As  there  were  many  important  sueeches  to  be  made  and  broadcast  during  the 
dinner,  the  Army  officers  were  merely  called  upon  to  stand  up  and  be  introduced 
to  the  audience.  It  is  estimated  that  there  were  more  than  600  guests  at  this 
dinner,  and  it  is  hoped  that  officers  from  this  post  may  attend  future  gather- 
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ings  of  this  kind,  as  it  helps  them  to  know  the  people  of  Harrisburg  and  vicin- 
ity, and  through  these  contacts  these  people  gain  an  understanding  of  what  the 
Arm y mission  here  is  and  what  it  is  trying  to  do. 

On  Wednesday,  February  20th,  Captain  F.F.  Christine  and  Lieut.  Ray  G.Harrii 
the  Engineer  Officer  of  the  flight  of  the  Question  Mark,  attended  a regular 
luncheon  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Harrisburg,  during  which  both  officers 
were  called  upon  to  give  short  talks.  Lieut.  Harris  smoke  on  "Some  of  the 
Unusual  Features  Attending  the  Flight  of  the  'Question  Mark'",  which  the  listen- 
ers had  not  learned  from  the ' newspapers . Captain' Christine's  talk  was  on  "The 
Past,  present  and  Future  of  the  Middletown  Depot."  After  luncheon  they  were 
both  congratulated  on  the  manner  aiid  substance  of  their  speeches,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  ronuested  that  their  addresses  be  typed 
and  mailed  to  them  as  a reference  in  their  files. 

0O0 

FORMER  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS  BECOME  OFFICIALS  OF  CURTISS  CO. 

Two  former  officers  of  the  Air  Corps  , both  of  whom  rendered  conspicuous 
service  while  wearing  the  uniform,  and  who  are  now  affiliated  with  the  Curtiss 
Aeroplane  and  Motor  Co.,  dropped  into  the  Information  Division  recently  to  say 
"Howdy."  The  first  to  call  was  Jfegor  C.  C..  Moseley,  Reserve,  who,  it  will  he 
recalled,  won  the  first  Pulitzer  Trophy  Race  which  was  held  in  Hew  York  on 
Thanksgiving  Day  in  1920.  Piloting  the  Verville-Packard  airplane,  he  covered 
the  closed  circuit  totalling  132  miles  at  the  then  considered  amazing  average 
speed  of  178  miles  an  hour. 

Lieut.  Moseley  was  considered  an  exceptional  pilot,  having  many  long  cross- 
country flights  to  his  credit  and. flying  numerous  types  of  planes.  He  resigned 
from  the  service  to  enter  commercial  aviation,  accepting  the  Vice  Presidency  of 
the  Western  Air  Express  with  headquarters  at  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  in  charge  of 
operations.  Just  recently  he  relinquished  this  position  to  become  Vice  Presi- 
dent and  Director  of  the  Curtiss  Flying  Service,  with  headquarters  at  Los 
Angeles.  Major  Moseley  states  that  the  Curtiss  Company  contemplates  establish- 
ing flying"  schools  at  Oakland,  Calif.;  T-brtland,  Oregon;  Spokane,  Washington, 
and  at  other  places.  He  is  also  the  Curtiss-Keyes  representative  for.the 
Transcontinental  Air  Transport. 

The  other  new  official  of  the  Curtiss  Company  is  Major  Burdette  S. Wright, 
Reserve,  who,  on  February  27th,  at  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Curtiss  Aeroplane  and  Motor  Co. , was  unanimously  elected  Vice  president  of  that 
Company  in  Washington  with  authority  to  negotiate , sign  and  deliver  for  and  on 
behalf  of  this  Company  contracts  with  the  United  States  Government  for  the  con- 
struction of  airplanes,  airplane  motors  and  airplane  parts. 

Major  Wright's  record  as  an  officer  of  the  Air  Corps  was  of  the  highest 
character.  Fnile  on  duty  in  the  Training  and  Operations  Division,  Office  Chief 
of  Air  Corps,  he  played  a prominent  part  in  furthering  the  establishment  of  air- 
ways and  landing  fields  throughout  the  country.  During  his  tour  of  duty  at  the 
Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas , he  performed  valuable  service 
towards  the  general  improvement  in  training  methods.  Ordered  bade  to  duty  in 
the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  Major  Wright  was  assigned  as  Chief  of  the 
Information  Division,  but  he  only  served  in  that  capacity  for  several  months, 
resigning  from  the  Army  to  accept  a more  remunerative  position  in  civil  life. 

He  was  recently  decorated  with  the  Distinguished  Service  Cross  for  conspicuous 
and  meritorious  service  overseas  during  the  war. 

Our  heartiest  congratulations  are  extended  to  these  two  former  members  of 
the  Air  Corps,  and  we  are  sure  we  echo  the  sentiments  of  their  friends  both  in 
and  out  of  the  service  when  we  say  that  we  wish  them  all  possible  success  in 
their  new  undertakings . 

oOo 

Piloting  service  type  nlanes , Lieuts.  Stanley  M.  Umstead  and  Edmund  P. 
Gaines,  flew  cross-country  from  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y.  to  Miami,  Fla.  The  flight 
was  for  the  purpose  of  cross-country  training  and  to  attend  exercises  in  connec- 
tion with  the  dedication  of  the  Pan-American  Airport  at  that  city.  Sketches 
were  made  of  several  landing  fields  en  route,  and  cn  their  return  to  Mitchel 
Field  each  pilot  submitted  complete  reports  of  the  routes  flown. 
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HOPEFUL  SIGHS  FOR  PROMOTION  LEGISLATION 


It  is  most  unfortunate,  of  course,  that  during'  the  session  of  Congress  just 
terminated  promotion  legislation  again  failed  of  enactment.  High  hopes  were  en- 
tertained that  promotion  relief  would  he  secured  during  this  session,  inasmuch 
as  both  Houses  of  Congress  appeared  to  he  in  accord  on  the  proposition  that 
remedial  action  was  necessary  to  eliminate  stagnation  in  promotion  among  officers 
of  the  Army. 

Discouraging  as  the  failure  of  this  legislation  to  pass  has  no  douht  proven 
to  he,  hope  should  not  he  abandoned.  Beyond  all  douht  the  proposition  will  he 
taken  up  at  the  next  regular  session  of  Congress  and  prosecuted  with  renewed 
vigor,  promotion  legislation  is  standing  in  the  hatter's  box  with  two  strikes 
against  it.  As  the  coacher  always  says,  "it  only  takes  one."  The  next  pitch 
will  he  straight  over  and  it  will  he  knocked  a mile.  This  is  our  feeling 
about  it. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  Davison,  he  stated: 
"The  Furlow  hill,  as  it  passed  the  House,  is  unquestionably  the  most  satisfactory 
promotion  measure  ever  introduced,  from  the  Air  Corps  standpoint.  It  is  earnest- 
ly to  he  desired  that  the  measure,  or  one  containing  its  provisions  in  substance, 
he  enacted  into  law." 

While  Congress  has  recognized  the  necessity  for  certain  changes  to  he  made 
in  the  system  of  promotion  in  the  Army  as  a whole,  it  ha.s  nevertheless  been  ap- 
parent that  the  Air  Corps  needed  this  promotion  more  than ' any  other  branch. 

Other  measures  were  reported  by  both  the  Senate  and  House  Military  Committees  to 
take  care  of  promotion  in  the  Army  as  a whole. 

The  whole  problem  finally  came  to  a head  during  the  closing  days  of 
Congress,  when  all  measures  were  thrown  into  conference  with  a view  to  reaching 
a solution  prior  to  adjournment.  It  was  a conference  on  promotion  for  the  whole 
Army,  the  special  features  for  the  Air  Coups  being  incorporated  in  o ie  section. 

Agreement  was  reached  on  many  of  the  important  features , and  among  these 
were  the  provisions  for  the  Air  Corns.  Doth  the  Senate  and  the  House  recognized 
the  necessity  for  special  consideration  for  the  Air  Corps,  and  complete  agree- 
ment was  reached  which  differed  in  no  essential  detail  from  the  bill  originally 
introduced  and  passed  unanimously  by  the  House.  A deadlock  resulted  on  provi- 
sions affecting  one  group  of  Army  officers  the  day  before  adjournment. 

A great  deal  of  progress  has  been  made  in  reaching  the  solution  of  the  pro- 
motion problem  for  the  Air  Corps.  It  is  hoped  ar.d  believed  that  the  constructive 
work  already  done  will  not  be  lost,  and  that  the  next  Congress  will  accept  the 
basic  principles  and  many  of  the  details  that  have  already  been  agreed  upon  by 
the  Congress  which  has  just  adjourned.  Among  these  principles  we  find: 

(a)  The  necessity  for  a list  of  flying  officers  of  the  Air  Corps  for 
promotion  purposes. 

(b ) A reasonable  assurance  of  promotion  based  upon  years  of  service  with 
such  accelerated  promotion  as  may  be  required  to  meet  the  conditions  peculiar 

to  service  in  the  Air  Corps  and  maintain  a balanced  force  in  the  various  grades. 

(c)  Special  provisions  for  retirement  in  recognition  of  the  hazardous, 
nature  of  the  service  and  in  order  to  -provide  an  outlet  for  flying  officers  who 
ha.ve  passed  the  peak  of  their  combat  efficiency,  thus  maintaining  the  flying 
efficiency  of  the  Corps  as  a whole. 

0O0 

YLIR  DEPARTMENT  ORDERS  AFFECTING  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS 

CHANGES  OF  STATION:  Following  officers  to  report  to  Army  War  College,  Washington, 
for  duty  as  student,  1928-1930  course  — 

Major  Joseph  T.  McNarney,  Office  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps. 

Major  Junius  W.  Jones,  General  Service  School,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

Major  Clinton  W.  Russell,  Instructor,  General  Service  School,  Ft .Leavenworth 

Lieut. -Col.  Arthur  C-.  Fisher,  upon  completion  tour  of  duty  in  Panama. 

To  Hawaiian  Department,  sailing  from  San  Francisco  about  June  19,  1929, 
Captain  Frank  H.  Pritchard,  Rockwell  Field,  and  1st  Lieut.  Thomas  L.  Gilbert, 

Post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

Major  Rash  B.  Lincoln  relieved  from  detail  as  member  of  War  Department 
General  Staff,  June  4,  1929,  and  to  Boston,  Mass.,  for  duty  at  Headquarters,  1st 
Corps  Area. 


-96- 


V-5873,  A.  C . 


CHANGES  OF  STATION  (Continued)  Captain  Lowell  H.  Smith  to  Buffalo,  N.T. , as 
Air  Corps 'Re-ore sentative  at  Curtiss  Aeroplane  and  Motor  Co.,  Inc.  upon  completioi 
■of  tour  of'- duty  in  Hawaiian  Department. 

Captain  Henry  Pascale  to  Langley  Field,  Va. , upon  completion  of  tour  of  dut; 
i n Hawa i I an  Denar t me  nt . 

Captain  John  G.  Whitesides-  to  Materiel  Division,  bright  Field,  upon  comple- 
tion tour  of  duty  in  Philippines. 

Upon  comoletion  of  tour  of  duty  in  Philippines , 1st  Lieut.  Paul  E.  Burrows 
to  Rockwell  Field  and  1st  Lieut.  Donald  R.  Goodrich  to  Air  Corps  Detachment, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  • 

1st  Lieut.  Henry  F.  Sessions,  upon  completion  of  tour  of  duty  in  Panama,  to 
Post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma. 

1st  Lieut.  Edmund  C.  Lynch, brooks  Field,  to  Panama  Canal  Zone,  sailing  from 
New  York  about  June  loth. 

1st  Lieut.  Charles  T.  Myers,  Jr.,  .Brooks  Field,  to  Philippines,  sailing 
from  San  Francisco  about  May  25th. 

2nd  Lieut.  Earl  C.  Robbins,  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  to  Brooks  Field, Tex. 

2nd  Lieut.  Oscar  F.  Carlson,  Brooks  Field,  to  March  Field  as  Instructor. 

Upon  completion  of  present  tour  of  foreign  service,  1st  Lieut.  Lyman  P. 
Whitten  to  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  Washington,  instead  of  to  March  Field. 

2nd  Lieut.  John  R.  Hawkins,  Brooks  Field,  to  March  Field  as  Instructor. 

1st  Lieut.  Hoyt  S.  Vandenberg,  March  Field,  to  Hawaiian  Department,  sailing 
from  San  Francisco  about  May  24th. 

Orders  assigning  1st  Lieut.  Leslie  F.  Young,  Langley  Field,  to  Hawaiian 
Department , revoked. 

Captain  Floyd  E.  Galloway,  Office  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington, 
to  Bowman  Field,  Louisville,  Ky. , for  duty  with  Organized  Reserves,  5th  Corps Ares 

1st  Lieut.  Victor  E.  Bertrandias,  Air  Corps  Representative,  Douglas  Aircraft 
Co.,  Santa  Monica,  Calif,  to  Rockwell  Field,  Calif.,  effective  August  1,  1929. 

1st  Lieut.  Dudley  W.  Watkins  to  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  0.,  upon  completion 
of  duty  in  Philippines. 

1st  Lieut.  Benjamin  3.  Cassiday,  Kelly  Field,  to  March  Field,  Calif. 

2nd  Lieut.  James  A.  Ellison,  Bowman  Field,  Louisville,  Ky. , to  Selfridge 
Field,  Mich. 

RELIEVED  FROM  DETAIL  TO  THE  AIR  CORPS:'  2nd  Lieut.  Edward  F.  Shepherd,  Q.M.C., 
to  Infantry,  2nd  Division,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut.  Hampden  E.  Montgomery,  Jr.  to  8th  Infantry,  Fort  Screven,  Ga. 

2nd  Lieut.  Henry  F.  Beaumont,  4th,  Jr.  to  6th  Cavalry,  Fort  Oglethorpe , Ga. 

2nd  Lieut.  Clayton  J.  Mansfield  to  2nd  Cavalry,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas. 

2nd  Lieut.  James  M.  Ivy  to  10th  Infantry,  Fort  Thomas,  Ky. 

2nd  Lieut.  James  p.  Hill  to  24th- Infantry , Fort  Penning,  Ga. 

2nd  Lieut.  Alfred  B.  Denniston,  QMC , to  2nd  Division,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Tex. 
DETAILED  TO  THE  AIR  CORPS,  and  to  Urinary  Flying  School,  July  1,1929,  Brooks 
Field,  Texas,  for  training:  2nd  Lieut s.  Richard?.  0 5 Keefe,  Field  Artillery; 

Walter  A.  Simon,  Infantry;  Charles  3.  Stone,  9th  Infantry. 

PROMOTIONS:  Captain  Vincent  3.  Dixon  to  Major,  rank  from  January  22,  1929. 

1st  Lieut.  Frank  D.  Hackett  to  Captain,  rank  from  February  11,  1929. 

1st  Lieut.  Alfred  I.  Pur year  to  Captain,  rank  from  January  17,  1929. 

2nd  Lieut.  Fred  A.  Ingalls  to  1st  Lieut.,  rank  from  January  22,  1929. 

2nd ‘ Lieut . Robert  L.  Brookings  to  1st  Lieut.,  rank  from  February  27,  1929. 
RESERVE  OFFICERS  ORDERED  TO  EXTENDED  ACTIVE  DUTY  - 

Captain  Wm.  C.  Thomas  March  3 to  June  30,  1929,  to  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,' 
111.,  to  pursue  course  of  instruction  at  Air  Cores  Technical  School. 

2nd  Lieut.  Roy  Hubert  Boundreaux,  March  1 to  June  30,  1929,  Crissy  Field. 
RESIGNATION  - 1st  Lieut.  Donald  G.  Duke,  March  4,  1929. 

■ oOo 

GLARE  OF  SUN  RAYS  ON  ICE  PARTICLES  FORGE  ALTITUDE  FLYERS  TO  DESCEND 

Lieut.  Horry  A.  Johnson,  pilot,  accompanied  by  Cap  to.  in  Albert  W.  Stevens, 
observer  and  aerial  photographer,  tooic  off  from  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  at 
2:2  5 p.m.  , February  12th,  on  a high  altitude'  flight  with  a K-3A  camera. 

An  altitude  of  27,000  feet  F J.  .1.  was  obtained;  before  they  were  forced  to 
descend*  this  being  due  to  tbe  fact  that  they  were  blinded  by  the  reflection  of 
the  sun  on  ice  particles  in  the  air.  The  temoerature  at  37,000  feet  was  76 
degrees  below  zero.  The  experimental  electrically- heated  goggles  worn  by  both 
men  functioned  satisfactorily  down  to  60  degrees  below  zero,  while  the  experi- 
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mental  electrically- heated  gloves  they  wore  functioned  satisfactorily  all  the 
way.  The  liquid  oxygen  supply  was  ample'  and  functioned  satisfactorily.  Several 
successful  photographs  were  taken. 

3ecause  of  the  goggle  lenses  fogging  after  a temperature  of  60  degrees  was 
reached,  plans  were  made  for  additional  heat  coils  to  insure  clear  vision  down 
to  80  degrees  below  zero. 

0O0— — 

NIGHT  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  WASHINGTON  FROM  THE  AIR 

Captain  Albert  W.  Stevens,  one  of  the  foremost  aerial  photographers  of  the 
Army  Air  Corps,  piloted  by  the  veteran  Army  flyer,  Lieut.  John  D.  Corkille ,made 
night  photographs  of  the  White  House  and  the  Capitol  on  the  night  of  March  3rd. 

A standard  02-  Observation  airolane,  equipped  for  night  flying,  with  land- 
ing lights  and  long  exhaust  stacks , was  used  in  this  night  photographic  work. 

These  lengthy  exhaust  stacks  are  utilized  in  order  to  eliminate  the  flare  from 
the  exhaust  gas.  The  flare,  which  is  only  visible  in  darkness,  has  a tendency 
to  blind  the  vision  of  the  pilot-  and  fog  the  picture.  In  night  aerial  photo- 
graphic work  absolute  darkness  in  the  airplane  is  essential  for  best  results. 

The  camera  used  was  the  standard  Army  K-3,  which  is  now  being  supplied  to 
Air  Corps  organizations,  with  a few  modifications. 

Captain  Stevens  was  not  favored  with  the  best  of  luck  in  his  endeavor  to 
take  photographs  of  the  Capital  City  on  the  night  before  the  Inauguration.  Sev- 
eral unexpected  mishaps  in  the  operation  of  the  camera  and  the  flashlight  bomb 
release  prevented  him  from  obtaining  the  best  results.  Taking  off  at  7:30  p.m., 
the  plane  circled  over  the  White  House , a flashlight  bomb  was  released  and  the 
camera  clicked.  The  photograph  did  not  prove  entirely  successful,  however. 
■Fearing'  that  a heavy  charge  of  magnesium  powder  in  the  bomb  would  cause  too 
great  a disturbance  in  that  vicinity,  the  charge  was  reduced,  and  for  that 
reason  the  photograph  was  not  as  sharply  defined  as  would  normally  have/  seen  the- 
cas e.  From  the  White  House  the  plane  was  flown  over  the  Capitol,  and  Captain 
Stevens  attempted  to  take  a photograph  of  it.  For  some  unknown  reason  the  bomb 
rack  failed  to  function,  and  the  flashlight  bomb  stuck  despite,  all  of  Captain 
Stevens'  efforts  to  extricate  it  with  his  fingers,  which  he  later  found  were 
torn  and  bleeding. 

Iiaput.  Corkille  flew  the  plane  back  to  3olling  Field,  and  at  10:30  p.m. 
took  off  again,  with  bombs  of  larger  capacity,  containing  25  pounds  of  magnesium 
powder,  to  take  several  views  of  the  Capitol.  The  first  '"shot"  turned  out  sat- 
isfactorily. The  detonation  from  the  bomb  could  be  heard  for. some  distance,  ant.  . 
several  windows  in  nearby  buildings  were  broken  as  the  result  of  the  vibration. 
This  photograph  turned  out  sharp  and  clear.  Captain  Stevens!  second  attempt  t) 
photograph  the  Capitol  met  with  failure.  It  appears  that  some  part  of  his  para- 
chute became  entangled  with  the  electric  switch,  and  when  the  flashlight  bomb 
was  released  the  shutter  failed  to  trip.  After  each  picture  was  taken  the  plan 3 
was  flown  over  the  Potomac  River  and  Captain  Stevens  busied  himself  with  the 
quick-work  developing  process.  Five  minutes  or  so  later  Lieut.  Corkille  piloted 
the  plane  over  the  parking  area  back  of  the  Munitions  3uilding,  which  had  been 
cleared  of  automobiles,.  Placing  the  can  containing-  the  developed,  washed  and 
dried  negative  in  a message  bag,  to  which  a long  white  streamer  was  attached,  as 
well  as  a red  flare,  it  was  dropped  from  the  plane  and  landed- within  ten  zee  ^ of 
the  group  of  Air  Corps  officers,  Major  Longanecker,  Lieuts.  Ennis  and  Eirksey , 
who  were  waiting  below.  The  first  time  the  message  bag  was  dropped,  the  flare 
blew  out  in  the  slipstream  and  they  failed  to  see  where  it  landed.  Calling  up 
Captain  Stevens  at  Soiling  Field,  he  stated  that  the  bag  dropped  close  to  the 
wire  fence  and  within  30  feet  of  the  gat®.  The  night  was  quite  dark,  and  with 
shrubbery  and  many  trees  in  the  vicinity,  the  group  of  officers  felt  that  they 
were  about  to  search  for  a needle  in  a haystack.  Walking  to  the  point  speci- 
fied by  Captain  Stevens  the  streamer  and  message  bag  were  found  hanging  on  the 
wire  fence. 

The  films  were  taken  to  the  office  of  the  American  Telegraph  and  Telepnone 
Company,  where  a positive  film  was  printed  from  the  negative  in  the  same  manner 
as  a positive  picture  would  be  printed.  3oth  films  were  then  placed  .on  tne 
transmitting  roll  or  drum  of  the  telephoto  apparatus  and  immediately  sent  by 
wire  to  eight  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  United  States.  There  they  were 
recopied  and  25  positive  prints  struck  off  at  each  station  and  delivered  to  Army 
Air  Co rps  representatives  for  distribution  to  the  press. 
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NOTES  FROM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 
0O0 

San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  Feb.  20th . 

The  officers  and  ladies  of  Duncan  Field  entertained  at  a dance  on  Friday 
evening,  February  8th,  inviting  as  guests  all  officers  and  their  ladies  of  the 
several  Army  activities  in  San  Antonio  and  vicinity.  The  Kelly  Field  Officers’ 
Club  Room  was  borrowed  for  the  occasion,  and  was  decorated  with  novel  and  strik- 
ing effects.  Seven  parachutes  were  Suspended  from  the  ceiling  and,  when  ooened 
in  the  shape  of  large  bells,  formed  a canopy  over  the  entire  room.  The  shroud 
lines  were  run  to  the  sides  of  the  room  and  were  wrapped  with  crepe  paper  in 
the  Air  Corps  colors.  The  permanent  lights  in  the  building  were  removed  and  an 
attractive  lighting  effect  obtained  by  suspending  a large  Japanese  lantern  from 
the  center  of  each  parachute . A profusion  of  palms  and  flowers  completed  the 
decorations.  Punch  was  served  throughout  the  evening  and  light  refreshments  at 
midnight.  Delightful  music  was  provided  by  the  Kelly  Field  Orchestra.  Two  hun- 
dred fifty  guests  were  present  and  were  received  by  Brigadier-G-eneral  and  Mrs. 
Frank  P . Lahm,  Lieut  .-Colonel  and  Mrs.  James  A.  Mars,  Captain  and  Mrs.  Otto  1. 
Thunk  and  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Branshaw. 

On  February  15th  a.  group  of  twenty-three  students  of  the  Air  Corps  Advanced 
Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  visited  the  Depot  for  a tour  of  inspection  of  our 
activities,  in  connection  with  their  course  of  instruction,  the  group  being  in 
charge  of  Lieut.  T.A.  Sims,  Jr. 

Lieut.  Fdgar  E.  Glenn,  A.C.,  on  duty  with  the  Organized  Reserves  at  Hat box 
Field,  Muskogee , Okla . , paid  us  a visit  by  air,  on  February  18th,  in  connection 
with  minor  repairs  for  his  plane. 

The  following  airplanes  and  engines  were  overhauled  and  repaired  in  the 
Engineering  Department  of  the  Depot  during  January:-  Airplanes  - 3 DH-4M-1 , 

1 DH-4M-2,  1 DH-4M-2T,  8 PT-1,  2 AT -4,  3 02,  1 02-A,  1 02-C,  Total,  20:  Engine s- 
24  Wright  E,  6 Wright  J-5,  10  Cur t i s s D-12,  Total,  40. 

Fort  Crockett,  Texas,  February  28th. 

The  entire  command  was  much  pleased  when  the  Commanding  Officer  received 
a commendation  for  the  efficient  administration  of  Fort  Crockett  and  for  the 
good  morale,  discipline  and  training  of  the  Third  Attack  Group.  Each  officer 
and  enlisted  man  wa.s  also  commended  for  this  satisfactory  condition. 

Lieut.  John  L.  Hitchings,  returned  for  duty  on  February  10th  after  an 
absence  of  six  weeks  as  a student  in  the  Cook's  and  Baker's  School  at  Fort  Sam 
Houston.  He  reports  that  the  course  was  weld  worth  taking  and  that  it  was  most 
ably  pre  sented  . 

Major  Jouett,  with  Captain  Murphy,  Flight  Surgeon,  flew  to  Fort  Sam  Houstoi 
on  February  11th,  returning  the  same  day.  While  there  Captain  Murphy  made  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  coming  operations  on  both  himself  and  Capt . Idzorek. 

Lieut.  G.C.  McGinley’s  quarters  in  the  City  were  the  scene  of  a most  en- • 
joya.ble  chop  saey  and  poker  party  in  honor  of  his  birthday.  Proper  reverence 
was  paid  to  the  memory  of  Lieut.  E.H.  Wood,  late  chop  suey  eating  champion  cf 
the  Group.  No  new  records  were  made,  so  Ed  still  holds  the  honor.  Mrs.  Mi- 
Ginley  was  the  hostess  of  the  "poker  widows"  at  a bridge  party  in  the  quarters 
of  Mrs.  James  T.  Curry,  at  the  Post,  so  an  enjoyable  and  uninterrupted  time  was 
enjoyed  by  all. 

The  evening  of  February  10th  will  be  long  remembered  as  the  date  of  the 
"Wild.  West  Party"  held  at  the  Air  Corps  Club.  The  entertainment,  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Lieuts.  Flock,  Heber,  and  Johnston,  deserves  much  credit  for  the  most 
appropriate  decorations  and  settings.  The  filming  of  the  Super-picture  "Wild 
Nell",  by  the  Crockett  Film  Company  added  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  guests. 

A class  in  Court s -Martial  was  attended  by  all  officers  of  the  command  on 
thq  evening  of  February  20th,  at  the  Officers’  Club.  A demonstration  of  con- 
clusive evidence  was  given  when  in  the  course  of  a few  brief  minutes  the  entire 
case  was  lost  to  the  Prosecution  when  it  was  clearly  shown  that  the  President 
of  the  Court,  Captain  S.J.  Idzorek,  was  the  guilty  party.  Captain  Idzorek  was 
rendered  speechless  for  an  instant . 
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Rockwell  Field,  Corqnado , Cal.,  March  1st . 

Six  pilots  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  added  a touch  of  color  and  a few 
thrills  to  the  dedication  ceremonies  at  the  Glendale  Airport,  Glendale , Calif . , 
on1 Washington 1 s Birthday.  The  officers  were  luncheon  guests  of  the  Glendale 
Chamber  of  Commerce  . The  flight  returned  to  Rockwell  Field  the  same  day. 

A farewell  dinner  and  dance  was  given  in  honor  of  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  A.C. 
Strickland,  and  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  0 .P . Gcthlin,  Jr.,  on  the  evening  of  "February 
25th,  by  the  officers  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Rockwell  Field.  Lieut. 
Strickland  has  received  orders  for  foreign  service  in  the  Hawaiian  Department, 
and  Lieut . Gothlin  was  assigned  as  Air  Corps  Representative  at  the  Boeing  Air- 
plane Corporation,  Seattle,  Washington . Following  the  dinner  at  the  Coronado 
Country  Club,  the.  party  adjourned  to  the  Officers  Club,  Rockwell  Field,  where 
the  entire  commissioned  personnel  and  the  ladies  of  the  Post  devoted  the  remain- 
der of  the  evening  to  dancing. 

Rockwell  Field  now  has  five  new  Second  Lieutenants,  Air  Corps,  Regular  Army. 
As  a result  of  the  Regular  Army  examinations  held  at  Rockwell  Field,  in  December, 
1928,  Lieuts.  R.V.  Williams,  F.A.  Solter,  S.K.  Robinson,  J.E.  Mallory  and  N.H. 
Ives,  Reserves,  at  that  time  on  extended  active  duty,  received  commissions  in 
the  Air  Corps.  All  of  the  new  officers  are  assigned  to  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron. 
Commissions  date  from  February  2,  1929. 

Lieut.  -John  K.  Nissley,  A.C.,  was  appointed  Instructor  in  the  Mess  Manage- 
ment Course  Troop  School,  to  be  conducted  at  Rockwell  Field.  An proximate ly 
thirty  officers  will  attend  this  course,  which  starts  March  4th. 

Lieut.  F.P.  Kenny,  A.C.,  11th  Bombardment  Squadron,  was  appointed  Post  Ex- 
change Officer,  vice  Lieut.  Baez,  Jr.,  relieved.  Lieut.  H.R.  Baxter  was  appoint- 
ed as  Assistant  Post  Exchange  Officer. 

Lieut.  Raphael  Baez,  Jr.,  Air  Corps,  was  relieved  from  assignment  and  duty 
with  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron,  Rockwell  Field,  and  assigned  to  duty  with 
the  Rockwell  Air  Depot.  Lieut.  Baez  was  appointed  Assistant  Engineering  Office!' 
of  the  Depot. 

Lieut.  J.K.  Kissley,  in  charge  of  the  Armament  Section  of  the  11th  Bombard- 
ment Squadron,  has  been  busy  for  the  past  month  constructing  an  altitude  bombing 
range  and  bomb  dump  on  the  corner  of  the  field  towards  Point  Loma.  It  is  ex- 
pected this  range  will  be  ready  for  actual  bombing  upon  the  arrival  of  the  new 
bombers  from  the  Keystone  Aircraft  Factory,  Bristol,  Pa.  For  high  altitude  bond- 
ing  the  Squadron  will  use  water  targets  located  between  the  mainland  and  the 
Coronado  Islands. 

Major  H.B.  Clagett,  Air  Officer  of  the  9th  Corps  Area,  was  a recent  visitor 
at  the  Post,  arriving  by  plane  on  "February  25th  and  departing  March  1st. 

Orders  were  received  assigning  the  following  Second  Lieuts.,  Air  Corps  Re- 
serve, to  active  duty  at  Rockwell  Field,  effective  March  1st:  Sam  W.  Cheyney; 

James  A.  Ronin;  John  P.  Kerry,  Lewis  R.  Parker  and  David  D.  Graves. 

Capt , Ira  C.  Eaker  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field,  March  1st,  in  a new  Boeing 
PW-12  plane,  and  departed  6:50  A.M.,  March  2nd,  en  route  to  Tucson  and  points 
east . 

Lieuts.  Ives,  Mallory,  Robinson  and  Smith  hupped  up  to  Crissy  Field  on 
Washington’s  Birthday,  and  returned  the  following  Sunday.  The  return  flight  was 
made  in  three  hours  and  twenty  minutes  flying  time,  due  to  ar strong  tail  wind. 
Ordinarily  the  flight  between  San  Francisco  and  San  Diego  requires  close  to  four 
hours  in  pW-9s. 

Langley  Field,  Hampton,  Va.,  February  16th. 

Twentieth  Bombardment  Squadron  by  Lt . M.M.  Burnside, A.C . : Sgt s . A . J . 
DeRosset  and  C.A.  Meyers  of  this  Squadron  are  receiving  a month's  course  qe 
instruction  in  the  Pratt -Whitney  factory  at  Hartford,  Conn.  The  new  LB-7s  will 
be  equipped  with  motors  produced  by  this  factory. 

The  Group  is  starting  formation  work  in  the  Squadron  training  period.  Each 
organization  has  one  plane  in  commission,  making  just  enough  for  a three  plane 
formation  . 

One  bombing  team  of  the  20th  Squadron  was  split  with  the  departure  of  Lt . 

A.H.  Johnson,  who  will  attend  the  Chemical  Warfare  School  at  Edgewood  Arsenal 
during  the  next  ten  weeks. 

Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  bombing  with  the  present  type  100-lb. 
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bomb/  A large  mirr.be  r of  them  tumble  . in  flight.  This  cruses  a loss  in  the  for- 
ward. speed  of  the  bomb,  resulting  in  it's  falling  short  of  the  target. 

The  newly  designed  vertical  fins  for  '-the  - present  L3-5-A  planes,  now  being 
used  by  the  Group , arrived  in  the  new. LB-7  and  are  being  installed  on  the  planes 
turned  out 'by  the  Aero  Repair.  This  allows  the  20th  and  96th  Squadrons  to  nut 
another  plane  in  commission  at  a time  when  they 'are  badly  needed,  due  to  the 
training  program  in  urogress  at  this  time. 

- • A great  deal  of  excitement  was  created  on  January  26th,  when  an  LB-7  arriv- 
ed at  Langley  on  its  way  to  Wright  Field.  Every  Department . of  the  Squadron  was 
represented.-  The  Radio  Department  examined  the  rear  cockpit;  the  mechanics  look- 
ed over  the  engines;  the  pilots  sat  behind  the  wheel,  and  we  all  took  a long  look 
at  -the  tail  section,  which  looks  much  better  than  the  LB-5A. 

With  only  one  plane  in  commission,'  the  Squadron  is  in  the  same  predicament 
as  the  rest  of  the  Squadrons  in  the  Gfoup . When  the  new  fins  arrive  from  the 
•Keystone  Factory,  however,  the 'other  two  planes  in  each  organization  will  be 
available:  In  addition  to  the  lone  LB-5A,  the  Squadron  has  a.  few  AT -5s  and  0-lls 
available  for  navigation  and  gunnery  missions. 

Nineteenth  Airship  Company  by  Lt . M ,E , "McPago , A ,C  . : During  the  past  week 
a total  of  twelve  flights  was  made  by  the  airships  TC-5-251  and  TC-10-254  for  a 
total  aircraft  time  of  32  hours  and  179  man  hours. 

The  old  Air  Cruiser,  the  llTC-10-254"  , has  completed  her  test  flights  and 
is  now  ready  again  to  take  her  place  with  the  "TC-5-251". 

-First  Lieut.  Alfred  I.  Puryear,  on  Detached  Service  at  Kelly  Field,  was  pro- 
moted to  Captain,  to  rank  as  such  from  January  17th,  1929.  The  entire  Company 
extends  its  heart  ie st  congratulations  to  Captain  Puryear  on  his  well  earned 
promotion. 

In  a fast  and  well  played  game  on  February  7th,  the  20th  Squadron  Basketball 
Team  defeated  the  19th  Team,  29  to  27,  making  the  winning  goal  .just  as  the  game 
ended.  The  19th  was  in  the  lead  practically  throughout  the  game. 

Very  little  flying  was  done  during  the  past  week,  due  to  high  winds  and  rain 
necessitating  a po stponement  of  practically  all  the  scheduled  missions. 

On  January  22nd,  Lieut s.  Buie  and  Wienecke,  made  a Free  Balloon  Training 
Flight.  Taking  off  at  1:35  a drag  rope  landing,  was  made  at  Fort  Eustis 

a-t  5:05-  P.M. 

On  January  25th  the  TC-5-251  made-  a reconnaissance  flight  of  1-|_  hours 
duration. 

The  19th  Basketball  Team  started  a belated  schedule  last  Wednesday,  by  down- 
ing the  C.A.S.D.  of  Fort  Monroe  by  the  score  of  42  to  33.  The  19th  functioned 
exceedingly  well  as  a team,  though  Tyrrell  and  Clark  were  the  shining  lights, 
the  former  scoring  23  points  alone,  while  the  latter,  entering  as  a substitute 
in  the  second  half,  showing  some  wonderful  passing. 

On  January  27th,  the  Soccer  Team  of  the  19th  Company,  Virginia.  State  Cham- 
pions last  year,  took  the  lead  in  the  League  for  this  year  by  easily  downing  the 
sturdy' Newport ' News  Eleven  by  the  score  of  4 to  1.  The  19th  Team  has  a reputa- 
tion for  speed,  which  they  have  certainly  upheld  in  every  game  played  this  year. 
The  Team  journeyed  to  Richmond,  Virginia,  on  February  2nd,  and  engaged  the  City 
of  Richmond  Team  in  what  was  scheduled -as  a Soccer  Game,  but  which  really  devel- 
oped into  a disagreement,  the  Carrie  being  stopped  at  half  time  with  the  score  2 
all. 

The  Basketball  Team  engaged  in  only  one  game  this  week,  defeating  the  Hamp- 
ton A' s 33  to  15.  A number  of-  games  are  on  scheudle  with,  some  of  the  best  teams 
on  the  Peninsula.  * ' 1 : 

Forty-Ninth  Bombardment  Squadron,  by  Capt . C ,G. Sellers,  Air-, Res. : Tech.Sgt . 
Lloyd  H.  McGhee,  R-736507,  was'  assigned  to  organization , February  7th,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  caused  by  the  promotion  and  transfer  of  Tech.Sgt.  Samuel  J.  Davis.-, 

.to  the  15th  Observation  Squadron,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 

Pvt,  James  M.  Ritzinko,  6773439,  was  discharged  per  ,ETS,  and  re-enlisted 
for  Philippine  Department  on  February  7th. 

Pvt.  Archibald  J.  Sherwood,  6803128,  was  discharged  per  dependency  on 
February  6th. 

Staff  Sgt . Edward  Weeks,  R-127972,  was  placed  on  DS  at  Chanute  Field,  111., 
to  pursue  course  of  instruction  in  Airplane  Engine  Mechanics. 

Second  Lieuts.  Charles  S.  Vaughn  and  Cassius  F.  Thomas,  Air-Res.,  departed 
on  a cross-country  to  Mitchel  Field  at  1:00  P.M.,  February  8th  and  returned  on 
the  10th. 
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The  Squadron  has  thirteen  new  men  assigned  (tentatively)  on  February  1st. 

The  total  strength  of  the  organization  is  now  160. 

Second  Bombardment  Group  He rdquar te r s , A . C . , by  Lieut.  A.J.Kerwin  Malone, A. C . 

Pvti.  Edward  Wolfe,  who  has  been  on  Detached- Service  at  the  Baltimore  Recruit 
ing  Station,  was  transferred  to  D.E.M.L.,  effective,  February  1st. 

The  following  mamed  men,  having  completed  their  preliminary  training,  were 
transferred  to  Second  Bombardment  Group  Headquarters,  where  they  will  be  detailed 
in  the  offices  of  the  Group  Operations  and  Group  Headquarters:  Pvts.  Fisher, 
Johnson,  Mebus,  Miller,  Weston,  Sutton  and  Tetter. 

1st  Lieut'.  James  E.  Adams,  A. C.,  has  been  on  the  sick  list,  having  been 
marked  "quarters’1  on  the  9th  of  February. 

Pvt.  1st  Cl.  Joe  D.  Fermoil  has  been  in  the  hospital • since  February  2nd. 

This  organization  is  rather,  proud  of  its  Basketball  Team,  which  Was  recent- 
ly organized  with  pvt . Julius  P.  Schmidt  as:  Captain. 

Ninety-Sixth  Bombardment  Squadron,  by  Lt .Ernest  G.  Schmidt , A. C. : Lieut  * 
Hackman  participated  in  a week-end  cro  ss:-country.  flight  t.o  Hartford,-  Conn.  Sev- 
eral recruits  were  assigned  to  the  Squadron  during  the  past  week.  Sgt . Atkins, 
who  is  soon  to  retire,  was  made  First  Sergeant,  Two  members  of  the  Squadron  ex- 
pect to  leave  for  C.hanute  Field  some  time  this  week-.  Lieut.  Schmidt  is  putting 
the  Basketball  Teem  through  its  paces  and  expects  some  good  returns. 

Lieut.  Beaton  left  on  February  9th  for  New  York  to  attend  the  Aircraft  Show. 
Lieut.  Hackman  left  on  February  9th  on  a thirty  days',  leave  of  absence.  Lieut. 
Stranathan  left  on  the  same  date  on  a cross-country  for  Washington.  Good  progress 
is  being  made  in  the  individual  training.  Lieut s.  Webster,  Wolf inbarger , Schmidt 
and  Malone  qualified  for  "expert"  in  Aerial  Machine  Gunnery. 

The  Squadron  Basketball  Team  played  their  first-  inter-squadron  game,  losing 
to  the  A.C  .T  .S  . Detachment . 

Sgts.  Arnold  and  Roberts  returned  from  a thirty-day ' furlough  spent  in 
Bristol,  Pa.  pvt.  Prussak  was  discharged,  February  9th.  Twenty  recruits  joined 
this  organization  during  the  past  week. 

Second  Bombardment  Group  Headquarters , A ,C  . , by  Lt . Howard  E.  Hall , -Air-Re s . ; 

Thre:e  LB-5As  with  the  stability  of  the  tail  improved  somewhat,  were  return- 
ed from  the  Aero  Repair.  These  ships  are  kept  in  .the  air  both  morning  and  after- 
noon by  oilots  endeavoring  to  complete  the  training  in  camera  obscura,  bombing, 
navigation,  radio  and  gunnery  missions.  It  was  not  possible  to  complete  this 
training  by  February  1st,  as  anticipated,  and  it  will , therefore , be  carried  on 
into  the  next  period  of  training. 

The  LB-6s  were  scheduled  to  arrive .February  1st  and  the  Curtiss  Condors 
about  March  1st,.  When  these  ships  arrive  it  will  give  the  Bombardment  Group  the 
first  opoortunity  it  has  had  to  act  as  a Group.  . • 

■ The  two  new  hangars  are  nearing  completion  and  will  be  ready  for  the  ships 
when  they  arrive, 

Fif tv -Eighth  Service  Squadron:  Lieut . -Robert  Wimsatt , A.C . , ■ was  called  to 
Washington  last  week  on  account  of  the  death  of  his  father,  who  .was  a resident 
of  that  city.  Lieut.  Wimsatt  hurried  to  Washington  in  an  0-11  upon  receiving 
the  sad  news.  ' ' . 

• General;  Lieut.  E.A.  Hil.lery  ,A.C  . , of  the  £59th  Squadron,1  with : Lieut . U.G. 
Ent  as  oassenger,.  made  a cross-country  flight  on  February  9th  to  Atlanta,  Ga . 

He  left  Langley  in  the  afternoon  at  1:30  and  reached  Atlanta  6 hours  later.  He 
returned  to  Langley  two  days  later. 

Lieut.  Corlejr  McDarment  received  a gorgeous  valentine,  addressed  in  a fem- 
inine hand,  from  Washington, D .C . , but  no  name  was  on  it.  Lieut-.  McDarment  says 
he  is  not  acquainted  with  any  girls  in  Washington  and  he  is  baffled,  puzzled  and 
nonplussed.  The  valentine  consists  of  a cluster  of  beautiful  pasteboard  hearts, 
done  - together  with  a pink  ribbon.  Each  heart 'is  a different  size  and  each  a 
different  color  with  most  sentimental  poems  on  them.  The  colors  are  blue,  yello.v 
green  (for  jealousy),  primrose  (?)  , l-avender(  likewise?)  and  the  largest  one  is 
solid  gold (color)  . The  recipient  is  trying  to  locate  the  sender  of  this  tender 
bunch  of  sentiments,  and  has  a dry  sleuth  at  work  on  the'  other  end.  If  he  lo- 
cates her,  he  wants  to  ask  for  her  picture  and  start  .an  active  corre spondence . 

If  the  parfy  cannot  be  located  and  her  name  learned,  the  valentine  will  be  saved 
until  next  year  and  sent  out  to  somebody,  because  it  is  as  good  as  new,  having 
no-  writing  on  it . 
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"Fairfield  Air  Depot,  Fairfield,  Ohio,  March  1st . 

Major  J.Y.  Chi sum,  who  has  been  Commanding  Officer  at  this  post  since  July- 
1928,  until  the  present  time,  was  assigned  to  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air 
Corps,  and  left  today  for  his  new  assignment  with  Mrs.  Chisum  and  their  daughter, 
Polly,  for  'Washington,  D.C.  To  him  we  say,  "Au  Revoir",  but  not  "Goodbye". 

Capt . Edward  Laughlin,  Engineering  Officer  and  Senior  at  this  Post,  is  in  com- 
mand at  the  present  time. 

Lieut.  H.A.  Bartron,  Supply  Officer,  left  February  27th  in  an  0-2  to  be 
delivered  to  Port  Leavenworth.  While  on  this  trip,  he  will  inspect  the  Supply 
activities  at  Richards,  offutt,  Marshall  Pields  and  the  Air  Corps  Detachment 
at  Port  Leavenworth. 

Lt . Cmer  Niergarth,  Adjutant  of  this  Pie  Id,  enjoyed  a month’s  vacantion  in 
his  new  automobile,  powered  by  an  air-cooled  motor.  He  and  Mrs.  Kiergarth  made 
a trip  to  the  'South  and  returned  to  this  Rost  on  Peb.  21st,  resuming  his  old 
position  of  Post  Adjutant. 

On  the  eve  of  the  anniversary  of  George  ’Washington’s  birthday,  Lieut,  and 
Mrs.  Asp  gave  a dinner  at  the  Side  Slip  Inn  for  officers  and  wives  at  Pairficld. 
Most  of  the  guests  appeared  in  fancy  dress,  which  added  spirit  and  novelty  to 
the  occasion.  The  tables  were  arranged  in  form  of  a in  honor  of  our  first 

General.  The  table  appointments  were  artistic  and  appropriate.  Silver  candle- 
sticks with  red  candles  and  other  ornaments  cast  a delightful  glamour  over  the 
festive  scene.  The  host  and  hostess  and  some  guests  wore  costumes  of  the  col- 
onial period,  while  others  affected  the  dress  of  other  times  and  places.  Ore  of 
the  most  attractive  costumes  was  worn  by  Mrs.  Gillmore,  who  excited  the  admira- 
tion and  curiosity  of  all  by  a creation  of  the  90s  with  hat  and  coat  to  match. 

A few  of  the  ladies,  being  handy  with  the  needle,  having  imagination  and  a lean- 
ing towards  antiquarian  lore,  made  their  own  interpretations  of  times  long  oast. 
It  is  not  reported  that  any  of  the  gentlemen  followed  the  example  of  their  fair 
partners,  except  in  their  facial  make-ups  where  the  unpracticed  hand  misplaced 
an  eyebrow  or  mustache . 


France  Pie  Id,  Panama  Canal.  Zone,  Peb . 14th. 

A float  was  entered  in  the  Panama  Carnival  parade  on  February  12th  and.  it 
won  second  prize  . 

The  float  was  made  to  represent  the  hangar  line  at  Prance  Field,  with  a 
formation  of  bombers,  02-Hs,  Transport  Planes  and  pW-9s  over  the  Field,  also  a 
few  planes  were  placed  on  the  line  ready  to  fly.  The  little  planes  were  very 
good  models  of  the  planes  they  were  built  to  represent. 

Staff  St.  Harold  D.  Leroy  and  family  arrived  at  this  station  on  February 
4th  from  Crissy  Field,  as  a replacement  for  Staff  Sgt  . Me  Knight . 

Staff  Sgts.  Sam  Houston,  from  March  Field,  and  Carl  S.  Connor  from  Brooks 
Field,  arrived  at  .this  station  on  February  4th  as  replacements  for  Staff  Sgts. 
Lea  and  Stein. 

Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Cal.,  Feb.  15th. 


General  William  E.  Gillmore,  Chief  of  the  Materiel  Division,  arrived  at 
Rockwell  Field,  February  7th,  escorted  by  twelve  pilii -9Ds  of  the  95th  Pursuit 
Squadron,  led  by  Capt.  Elmendorf . The  General  war  flown  from  Clover  Field, 
Santa.  Monica,  to  Rockwell  Field,  in  a Douglas  02-11,  oiloted  by  Lieut.  Bertran- 
dias.  The  Pursuit  escort  met  the  General’s  plane  at  San  Clemente,  and  flew 
formation  near  it  until  over  Rockwell  Field.  As  the  02-H  touched  its  wheels 
on  the  ground,  the  first  round  of  the  General’s  was  fired. 

General  Gillmore  vis: ted  San  Diego  and  vicinity,  inspecting  proposed  sites 
for  the  Air  Depot,  and  conferring  with  City  Officials.  The  City  of  San  Diego 
is  putting  up  a strenuous  fight:  against  the  removal  of  the  Air  Deoot  from  this 
section,  and  has  made  several  offers  of  land  to  the  Army  in  order  to  keep  the 
Deoot  here . 

The  11th  Bombardment  Squadron  made  another  pilgrimage  to  the  Border  City 
of  Calexico  on  February  15th,  for  tactical  maneuvers  and  cross-country  training. 
Pilots  of  that  organization  are  becoming  very  familiar  with  the  terrain  between 
Rockwell  and  Imoe.rial  Valley. 

Mr. Sgt.  Baker,  Signal  Corps,  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  is.  at  present  on 
detached  duty  at  Rockwell  Field,  busily  engaged  in  installing  a.  new  switchboard 
for  the  most. 
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War  Department  orders  were  received  relieving  1st  Lieut.  Oliver  P.  Gothlin, 
Jr., Air  Corns,  from  fie  Rockwell  Air  Depot,  and  assigning  him  as  Air  Corps  -Repre- 
sentative at  the  Boeing  Airplane.  Company. 

The  officers  of  Rockwell  Field  formed  an  indoor  baseball  league,  and  games 
are  scheduled  four  afternoons  each  week.  The  commissioned  personnel  was  divided 
into  three  teams,  captained  by  Major  Woolf  ord,  Ma.ior  Houghton  and  Captain  Ilmen - 
dorf . The  winning  team  of  the  "Temperance  League",  determined  by  the  schedule 
of  21  games  series,  will  be  granted  a Wednesday  afternoon  lay-off  by  the  Post 
Athletic  Officer,  Lieut.  James.  S.  Stowe  11. 

Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas , Ma r c h 4t h . 

Speaking  of  the  weatner  in  this  neck  of  the  woods,  everything  has  been 
frozen  stiff  and  immovable . Even  the  clutch  on  the  caterpillar  traetpr,  trying 
to  get  to  the  only  hot  water  spigot  with  the  airplanes,  froze  in  gear  while 
moving  towards  a ship.  Before  the  driver  could  do  something  else  to  stop  the 
infernal  contraption  it  climbed  right  up  on  Jupiter's  tail  (Jupiter  is  an  0-2H 
airplane  Ho . 27-29?) , smashing  it  somewhat. 

Despite  the  inclement  weather,  the  Cavalry  experience  course  was  completed 
this  month. 

When  the  temperature  dropoed  10  degrees  below,  it  kept  the  horsemen  from 
working  like  yeast  in  the  homebrew.  School  would  then  be  substituted,  our  C .0 . 
being  determined  to  make  educated  officers  of  us  despite  ourselves.  So  on  such 
da  vs  we  sat  huddled  in  flying  s\iits  while  trying  to  grasp  an  inkling  of  combat 
orders,  court-mart ial , or  what  not,  while  we  visualized  the  new  field  and  its 
steam  heated  offices  in  the  near  (?)  future. 

2nd  Lieut.  Homer  C.  Munson  left  the  Squadron  this  month  to  accept  a posi- 
tion with  Boeing.  Good  old  Jack  - he  was  most  as  sorry  to  leave  as  v»e  were  to 
see  him  go.  Although  he  is  doing  well  "on  the  Mail",  he  recommends  that  none 
leave  the  Air  Corps.  Lt . and  Mrs.  Munson  gave  an  enjoyable  Buffet  Supper  to 
the  officers  and  ladies  of  the  Air  Corps  before  leaving.  Carry  on,  Jack1.  No 
more  ha.llobulloo , for  Ma  doesn't  like  it,  and  the  mail  must  go  on. 

We  wish  to  present  Lieuts . Robert  E.L.  Fritle,  Wilbur  Erickson,  Ralph  0. 
Brownfield,  Ronald  R.  Walker,  Donald  E.  Broughton  and  Guy  F.  Hix , Reserve  Offi- 
cers on  active  duty  at  this  station,  as  receiving  their  Regular  Army,  Air  Corps, 
Commissions.  Lieuts.  Rritle  and  Erickson  headed  the  list  of  all  appointees  re- 
ceiving commission  after  the  last  examination.  Sad  as  it  may  seem,  1st  Lieut. 
Guy  Ernst  Hix,  Air-Res.,  is  now  the  lowest  ranking  officer  of  the  Post. 

Lieuts.  Leon  R.  Brownfield,  of  Winfield,  Kansas;  Chester  p . Gilger,  Enid, 
Oklahoma;  and  We. s ley  E.  phillippi,  of  Boise,  Idaho,  graduating,  Eebruary  25th 
from  Kelly  Field,  reported  in  tcdajv  as  Reserve  Officers  on  1 yr's.  active  duty 
with  this  Unit.  Lieut.  Brownfield  is  a brother  of  Lieut.  Ralph  0.  Brownfield, 
who  is  also  on  duty  at  this  station. 

The  Squadron  bowling  team,  consisting  of  Mr.Sgt.  Ruef,  Cpl . McClellan  and 
Pvts.  Eberling,  Hopre  and  Cola si , competing  in  the  enlisted  men's  tournament, 
finished  second  on  the  Post.  Sgt . Ruef  and  pvt.  Hoppe,  were  selected  for  the 
All-post  Team.  Sgt.  Ruef  showed  marked  ability  as  a consistent  bowler  through- 
out, finishing  with  an  average  score  of  171.  The  officer,  tournament  being 
unfinished,  we  are  as  yet  unable  to  name  the  place  our  mineral ite  hurlers  of 
the  2nd  Cavalry  Division,  Aviation,  will  occupy. 

Ma.ior  and  Mrs.  Goolrick  entertained  the  Officers  and  Ladies  of  the  Air 
Corps  at  dinner  on  Saturday,  March  2nd,  concluding  by  attending  the  Cavalry  Club 
Dance.  The  excellency  of  the  dinner  was  attested  by  all,  even  the  bachelors, 
who  will  never  take  a chance,  but  eat  at  the  mess  before  going  to  a dinner. 

On  March  5th  the  Squadron  left  for  two  weeks'  of  .gunnery  practice  at 
Galveston,  Texas. 

Air  Depot,  Middletown,  Pa.,  March  1st . 

Lt.-Col.  Ira  E.  Fravel  returned  to  the  Depot  on  February  27th,  after  com- 
pletion of  the  special  Observation  Course  at  Kelly  Field. 

Lieut.  McGregor  ferried  a PT  training  plane  from  Mitchel  Field  to  this 
Depot  on  Feb.  5t’n  for  overhaul. 

Col.  L.M.  Hathaway,  M.C.,  and  Major  Henry  W.  Harms,  in  an  02-H,  stooped  at 
this  station  on  a cross-co ontry  flight  from  Bolling  Field  to  Phillips  Field  and 
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Middletown  and  return. 

Lieut  . ¥ .if.;  Amis,  in  an  experimental  Sikorsky  Amphibian,  landed  at  Olmsted 
Field,  Feb.  15th,  on  his  way  from  Wright  Field  to  Curtiss  Field,  taking  on  sup- 
plies and  fuel.. 

Capt  . G.T.  Collar,,  .in  a PT-1,  made  r training  flight  on  Feh.  18th  to 
Bolling  Field  and  return. 

Major  Molntosh  and' Lieut  . Barker,  from  the  Chiefs  Office,  flying  an  02-H, 
were  visitors  at  this  Post  on  Feb.  20th. 

Lieut.  F.O.  Dice,  Athletic  Officer  at  Mitchel  Field,  with  one  passenger,  in 
an  0-11,  and  Lieut.  S.M.  TJmstead,  with  seven  passengers  (Mitchel  Field’s  Basket- 
ball Team)  in  a C-l  transport,  arrived  at  this  Depot  on  Saturday  afternoon,  Feb. 
23rd.  A good  basketball  game  was  played  in  the  Air  Depot  Gymnasium  at  8:15  P.M. 
and  Middletown  was  victorious,  score  of  54  to  41. 

During  February  the  Middletown  Aviators  played  Reading  professionals,  Mc- 
CSherrystown,  Harrisburg  Knights  of  Columbus,  Olsen's  Original  Nordics  (two 
game s) , Trenton  (American  League),  and  Mitchel  Field,  winning  all  games. 

On  February  18th  a test  was  made  of  the  landing  lights,  which  are  on  ser- 
vice test,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  some  rearrangement  of  the  beams 
before  another  trial  will  be  made.  One  warehouse  must  have  a few  lights  install 
ed  to  designate  its  position  at  the  edge  of  the  flying  field,  and  the  two  large 
smokestacks  of  the  Metropolitan  Edison  Company  are  not  sufficiently  light  to  be 
seen  at  night . A letter  has  been  written  to  that  Company  asking  that  some  sor^ 
of  lights  be  placed  thereon.  After  these  changes  are  made  additional  flights 
will  be  made . 

The  Welfare  Association  of  the  Middletown  Air  Depot  has  been  reorganized 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commanding  Officer  and  has  recently  increased  its 
membership  over  100$. 

It  has  been  realized  that  a Welfare  Association  is  of  utmost  importance; 
first,  in  its  duties  in  the  nature  of  welfare,-  taking  care  of  illness  among 
employees  and  in  caring  for  other  charitable  cases  that  may  be  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  dissociation;  and,  second,  to  create  a mutual  interest  among 
the  employees  of  the  various  departments  which  will  create  a higher  morale  and 
a -closer  cooperation. 

For  some  unknown  reason  the  organization,  which  was  in  operation  for  a nnrrj 
ber  of  years,  had  fallen  by  the  wayside,  and  the  members  were  gradually  resign- 
ing, In  the  reorganization  a new  president  was  elected  and  a Board  of  Director 
appointed,  consisting  of  members  from  all  the  departments  of  the  post.  Meeting 
were  held  with  the  Commanding  Officer  in  order  to  determine  $ust  what  should  be 
accomplished  in  order  to  increase  the  membership  and  devise  ways  as  to  how  the 
organization  could  he  of  more  mutual  benefit  to  all  concerned.  Diversified  en- 
tertainments in  which  all  could  participate  with  equal  enjoyment,  purchasing 
from  recognized  dealers  in  the  vicinity  with  discounts,  some  system  of  insur- 
ance and  summer  picnics  were  some  of  the  outstanding  considerations. 

Through  the  combined  efforts  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  President  ai  1 
the  Commanding  Officer  the  membership  increased.  A play,  a dance  and  a country 
store,  were  planned  for  Feb.  28th  in  the  Post  Gammas ium . Personnel  taking  par 
in  the  play  have  been  faithfully  practicing  their  parts.  Local  business  house 
kindly  donated  items  of  their  merchandise  to  the  Welfare  Association  to  enable 
same  to  be  sold  at  auction  or  by  paddlewh.ee  1 the  envening  of  the  28th.  A num- 
ber of  Insurance ' Companies  sent  their  representative  to  confer  with  the  Adju- 
tant in  reference  to  a mutual  benefit  insurance  for  the  members  of  the  Welfare 
Association,  and  while  this  has  not  yet  been  finally  determined,  negotiations 
are  being  made  to  receive,  the  best  possible  coverage  for  the  least  amount  of 
expense  to  the  employees. 

It  is  believed  that  after  the  play,,  which  is  to  be  given  on  Feb.  28th,  ad- 
ditional members  will  be  enrolled  from  those  who  are  at  present  in  doubt  as  :c 
the  value  to  be  received  from  such  an  organization.  It  is  known  that  the  re-' 
organization  of  the  Welfare  Association  will  undoubtedly  increase  the  morale 
and  result  in  closer  cooperation  of  the  various  departments. 

Capt.  Christine  attended  a.  meeting  of  the  Federal  Business  Association  in 
Harrisburg,  pa.,  on  February  4th.  After  the  meeting  Col.  John  W.  Heavey,  Inf., 
Coordinator  of  the  Third  Area,  visited  this  Depot  and  was  taken  through  the 
shops  and  Depot  Supply.  He  was  pleased  to  see  the  extent  of  the  operations  of 
this  post  and  the  businesslike  and  orderly  manner  in  which  things  were  going  on 

Post  No.  594,  American  Legion,  of  Middletown,  Pa.,  entertained  the  off D-- * 
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cers  of  the  Middletown  Air  Depot  at  an  evening  gathering  end  luncheon  on  Feb- 
ruary 11th,  an  .annual  event  with  this  Post,  called  "Aviation  Night".  Two  ad- 
dresses were  made,  one  by  Lieut.  Harris  on  "The  Engineering  Features  of  the 
flight  of  the  'Question  Mark1",  and  the  other  by  Cept  . Christine,  on  "The  past 
Present  and  Future  of  the  Middletown  Air  Depot".  A number  of  other  guests  were 
present  who  spoke  highly  of  the  Air  Corps,  although  they  were  Reserve  Officers 
from  other  Corns  . 

Selfridge  Field,  Mt .Clemens,  Mich.,  Feb.  18th . 

One  of  the  most  unique  and  enjoyable  affairs  held  for  the  officers  and 
ladies  of  the  Post  was  a dinner  and  circus  party,  Friday,  the  8th.  A bus  was 
chartered,  and  about  forty  officers  and  ladies  journeyed  to  Detroit  to  attend 
the  Shisine  Circus,  arriving  about  ?:00  P.M.  The  Shriners  served  dinner,  and 
then  everyone  went  into  the  "Big  Top"  and  occupied  a Section  of  reserved  seats. 

The  ladies,  of  course,  being  in  holiday  mood,  had  to  be  supplied  with  the 
usual  Circus  accessories,  such  as  "Pop",  Peanuts,  Popcorn  and  Balloons. 

Everyone  enjoyed  the  circus  very  much,  and  it  was  really  one  of  the  best 
the  comuany  had  ever  seen . 

Capt.  and  Mrs.  Ballantyne,  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Warren,  Lieuts.  Black  and  Yodei 
entertained  with  a delightful  card  party.  More  than  the  usual  number  of  guests 
were  present.  There  being  many  new  features  of  entertainment  than  have  hither! 
been  furnished  for  these  parties,  everyone  enjoyed  it  very  much. 

Colonel  and  Mrs.  Danforth  left  for  the  south  on  two  months'  leave.  Major 
Royce  is  new  in  command,  and  under  his  able  hand  the  "Pursuiters"  will  continu 
to  "pursue" . 

The  following  cross-country  flights  were  made  by  personnel  of  this  field: 
Lieut.  Elliott  to  Mitchel  Field,  Feb.  17th  returning  Feb.  19th;  Lieut.  Cobb,  tc 
Auburn,  Ind.,  Feb.  20th,  returning  same  day;  Lieut.  Kalberer,  to  Chicago,  Feb. 
22,  returning  the  24th;  Lieuts.  Knox,  Blac^, . Crossthwaite , Prindle  and  Harding 
to  Mitchel  Field,  Feb.  22nd,  returning  Feb.  24th;  Lieut.  Selzer,  to  Akron,  Ohio 
Feb.  22nd,  returning  on  the  24th;  Lieut.  Rhudy,  to  Alma,  Mich.,  with  Major  Roy( 
Feb.  23rd  and  24th;  Lieut.  Moor  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  Feb.  25th, returning  on  the  25i 
Major  Royce  and  Lieut.  Hine,  to  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  Feb.  27th,  returning  on  the 
27th;  Lieut.  Moor,  to  Wright  Field,  Feb.  28th,  returning  same  day;  Lieut. 
Bartles,  to  Scott  Field  with  Pvt.  McCallom,  57th  Sqd . , March  2nd,  returning  on 
the  3rd;  Lieut.  Stenseth,  to  Bolling  Field,  March  3rd;  Lieuts.  Crosthwaite, 
Rhudy,  Underhill,  Kalberer  and  Knox  to  Chicago,  Feb.  9th,  returning  the  follow- 
ing day;  Lieut.  Harding, to  Cincinnati,  Feb.  9th,  returning  the  following  day; 
Lieuts.  Robinson  and  Egan,  to  Americas,  G-a . , Feb.  12th,  returning  the  18th; 
Lieuts.  Morgan  and  Winefordner,  to  Louisville, Kyi,  Feb.  16th,  returning  the  171 
Lieuts.  Abbott  and  Bartles  to  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Feb.  16th,  returning  the  17th. 

During  a cross-country  trip  to  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  Feb.  18th,  Sgt  . Davis 
had  a forced  landing  in  a cemetery.  His  craft  was  not  damaged  and  he  returned 
to  the  field  the  same  day. 

The  following  pilots  visited  the  field: 

Capt.  Smith  from  Cleveland,  (112th  Obs.Sqd.)  Feb.  22nd;  Lieuts*.  Lyon,  Valf 
tine  and  Zettle  from  Wright  Field,  Feb.  1st;  Sgt.  Jackson  from  Chanute  Field, 
Feb . 2nd . 

Seven  more  P-lCs  were  received  from  Buffalo  in  the  last  two  weeks  and  all 
were  assigned  to  the  17th  Squadron.  Two  more  arrived,  March  3rd  and  will  also 
be  assigned  to  the  17th. 

An  Aerial  Review  consisting  of  six  0-2s  and  18  Pursuit  ships  held  on  Feb 
rua.ry  9th,  was  followed  by  a similar  one  on  the  15th. 

Major  Royce  accompanied  by  2nd  Lieut.  W.F. Murray,  Air  Res., flew  cross- 
country to  Oscoda,  Mich.,  on  Feb.  9th.  Unable  to  start  the  ship,  Lieut.  Barr 
and  St. Sgt.  Walter  Buff,  15th  Sqd.,  went  to  Oscoda  on  Feb.  11th  and  started 
ship.  All  returned  that  day. 

Lieut.  Irvin  flew  cross-country  to  Stout  Field,  Ind.,  Feb.  9th.  Due  to  ;n 
accident  en  route,  the  plane  was  shipped  to  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  and  Lieut. 
Irvin  came  back  with  Capt.  Reynolds  on  Feb.  11th. 

Lieut.  Richards  ferried  a P-1  to  Wright  Field,  Feb.  14th,  returning  on  the 
15th  with  a C-l.  l 

Lieut.  Eubank  ferried  an  0-2  to  Wright  Field  on  Feb.  14th. 

Lieut.  Schoenlein  in  P-1B  collided  with  Lieut.  Morgan  in  P-1C  during  Aerite 
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Review,  Feb 15th,  smashing  tail  of  P-1C  . Lieut . Morgan  made  successful  jump; 
ship  crashed  12  miles  N.  of  Selfridge  and  was  comnlete  wreck.  Lieut.  Schoenlein 
landed  ship  safely,  injuries  were  to  upper  right  wing  and  propeller.  Both  uilotr 
uninjured , 

Lieut.  G-iovaiinoli  flew  cross-country  to  Lexington,  Ky.,  on  the  16th.  He 
damaged  the  landing  gear  and  was  instructed  to  report  accident  to  the  F.A.D. 

Self ridge  Field,  Mt . Clemens,  Mich.,  March  5th . 

The  first  serious  accident  at  this  station  occurred  Monday,  Feb';  25th,  in 
the  death  of  2nd  Lieut.  Andrew  D.  Knox,  Air-Res.  Lieut.  Knox  arrived  here  in 
November,  1928,  and  was  assigned  to  the  27th  Pursuit  Squadron.  This  squadron 
was  engaged  in  the  service  test  of  two  experimental  airplanes,  equipped  with 
the  Curtiss  V-1570,  600  H.P.  motor.  After  the  regular  Group  flying  on  the  after- 
noon of  Feb.  25,  Lieut.  Knox  took  the  XP-6  into  the  air  on  a service  test  flight. 
He  was  observed  to  be  doing  acrobatics  at  about  3000  feet  and  when  next  seen 
was  in  a power  dive  towards  the  hangar  line  at  a terrific  rate  of  speed.  The 
accounts  of  the  witnesses  vary  as  to  the  exact  altitude  at  which  something  hap- 
pened to  the  olane,  but  it  is  evident  that  between  three  and  five  hundred  feet 
from  the  ground,  the  wings  gave  way . The  plane  hit  the  ground  about  200  feet 
from  the  Operations  Office,  death  being  instantaneous . 

The  loss  of  Lieut.  Knox  is  deeply  felt  by  all  the  officers  at  this  Post, 
as  during  the  time  he  had  been  here  he  had  shown  himself  to  be  a very  capable 
flyer  and  his  personality  was  such  as  to  cause  him  to  be  well  liked  by  all. 
Remains  were  sent  to  his  home  at  Thief  River  Falls,  Minnesota,  accompanied  by 
Lieut.  Hrank  G.  Irvin. 

Immediately  after  the  accident  an  investigation  was  held  by  officers  at  f 
this  field  and  Lieuts.  Lyon  and  Me  Cur.  e also  arrived  from  Dayton  to  conduct  an 
investigation  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  Engineering  Division.  Mr.  Casey  Jones 
of  the  Curtiss  Company  also  visited  the  field  to  get  as  much  information  a.s 
possible  regarding  the  accident. 

Lieut.  Harry  A.  Johnson,  Air  Corps,  who  was  on  duty  at  the  Engineering 
Division  at  Dayton,  returned  to  this  field  to  assume  again  his  duties  as  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  94th  Pursuit  Squadron.  His  duty  at  Dayton  was  in  con- 
nection with  the  a.ttcmnt  to  break  the  existing  altitude  record.  While  unsuc- 
cessful, we  all  hope  that  he  may  be  able  to  try  it  again  with  better  success 
in  the  near  future. 

Capt . Victor  H.  Strahm,  Air  Corps,  the  well  known  Adjutant  and  Operations 
Officer  at  this  field,  is  at  present  confined  to  his  quarters  with  dipththeria. 
Several  of  the  officers  who  visited  Capt  . Strahm  during  the  early  part  of  his 
sickness  before  it  was  diagnosed  as  dipththeria  are  also'  suffering  somewhat 
from  large  shots  of  antitoxin.  Just  where  Capt . Strahm  contracted  this  malady 
is  a matter  of  conjecture  by  all. 

This  field  is  to  receive  in  the  near  future  eleven  recent  graduates  of  the 
Advanced  School  at  Kelly  Field.  Lieuts.  Lowry  a.nd  Harvey,  Air-Res.,  have  al- 
ready reported. 

The  Post  Basketball  season  at  this  station  came  to  an  end  after  a.  very  close 
race.  The  84tk  Squadron  finally  won  the  Post  championship,  leading  the  57th 
Squadron  by  only  one  game . A picked  team  is  now  being  selected  from  all  the 
Post  teams  to  represent  Selfridge  Field.  This  team  will  be  coached  bjf  Lieut. 
Harding  and  will  represent  this  station  at  the  Corps  Area  Tournament  at  Jeffer- 
son Barracks,  .Missouri,  March  24th. 

The  social  activities  at  this  station  are  taking  in  a new  activity  under 
the  guidance  of  a Post  Entertainment  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Officers'  Club. 
The  annual  Masquerade  Ball  was  held  raider  the  direction  of  the  Officers'  Club 
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on  'February  31st  and  was  a successful  affair  in  every  way.  The  variety  of  cos- 
tumes, the  good  music  and  beautiful  decorations  of  the  Club, all  made  it  a very 
fine  occasion.  Lieut.  Black  won  first  orize  for  the  funniest  costume,  repre- 
senting a successful  follower  of  the  races.  Mrs.  Strahm  won  the  first  ladies' 
■orize  as  having  the  most  beautiful  costume.  Before  masks  were  taken  off,  prizes 
were  awarded  for  those  who  could  guess  the  names  of  the  most  people  who  wore 
masks  and  this  prize  was  won  by  Lieut.  Harrington. 

The  regular  bi-weekly  mixed  card  party  was  held  at  the  Officers  Club  on  the 
26th  of  "February . Cant,  and  Mrs.  Johnston,  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Rogers,  Lieuts.  Wurt 
smith  and  Mor  an  were  the  hosts  and  hostesses  for  the  evening.  These  card  par- 
ties serve  to  bind  up  a.  closer  social  feeling  on  the  Fost,  by  giving  all  an  op- 
portunity to  meet  once  every  second,  week  and  are  proving  very  delightful  affairs 

A great  many  of  the  officers  attended  the  Reserve  Officers'  Party  held  at 
the  Canadian  Legion  Hall  in  Windsor  on  the  evening  of  the  22nd. 

Kelly  "Field,  San  Antonio,  Texes,  March  1st . 

1st  Lieut.  Benjamin  B.  Cassidoy,  A.C.,  received  orders  directing  him  to 
proceed  to  Ms  new  station  - March  Field,  Calif.  Lieut.  Cassiday  has  been  an 
officer  of  this  Field  since  July  7,  1926,  and  while  here,  was  graduated  from 
the  Observation  Course  on  March  1,  1927.  He  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the 
A.C.A.F.S.,  on  March  1st,  1927,  and  performed  that  duty  until  January  20,  1929, 
on  which  date  lie  was  relieved  and  1st  Lieut.  Arthur  Thomas,  A.C.,  apoointed 
Secretary  and  Commandant  of  Cadets. 

Lieut . Cassiday  was  very  popular  among  the  personnel  of  the  Field,  and  it 
is  regretted  that  he  must  take  his  departure.  However,  as  the  Lieut s home  is 
in  California,  he  will  be  happy  to  return  to  the  Land  of  Golden  Sunshine.  He 
carries  with  him  the  "Good  Jill"  of  the  entire  Post. 

Cant.  William  E.  Lynd,  A.C.,  was  relieved  as  Director  of  Training,  A.C.A.F. 
and  Capt . John  I.  Moore,  appointed  Director,  effective  January  16,  1929.  1st 
Lieut.  George  F.  Beverly,  A.C.,  was  appointed  Senior  Instructor,  vice,  Capt. 
Moore,  relieved. 

It  was  contemplated  that  the  students  of  this  school,  together  with  the 
necessary  flying  equipment,  instructors  and  mechanics,  would  be  detailed  to 
participate  in  the  Air  Corns  Maneuvers  in  the  5th  Corps  Area,  during  the  month 
of  May.  However,  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  has  reversed  this  decision,  due  to 
the  fact  that  Flying  Cadets,  while  traveling  by  air,  c-n  be  paid  but  one  dollar 
($1.00)  per  day  and  as  this  amount  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
the  travel  involved,  the  Advanced  Flying  School  would  not  be  called  upon  to 
participate . 

Fairfield  Air  Depot , F airfield,  Ohio,  March  8th. 

On  February  18th,  2nd  Lieut.  Chas.  W.  O’Connor  piloted  a Curtiss  0-1  air- 
plane from  this  Field  to  Boston,  Mass.,  delivering  the  same  to  General  Brown. 

Lt . Chas.  W.  O'Connor  is  now  on  leave  of  absence  and  has  gone  to  Hicksville 
Long  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  piloting  to  this  field  Mrs.  O'Connor  and  their 
two  daughters,  Patricia  and  Jane.  Patricia  is  about  two  years  old  and  Jane  was 
brought  by  the  Stork  last  December. 
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Information  Division  . ' "•  Munitions  Building 

• ■ ■ Air  Corps , • Washington,  D.  C . 

Kip'  Chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  national 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 

■ ' 0O0 

THE  WORM  0?  THE  AIE  CORPS  III  THE  ALABA2A  FLOOD 

A telegraphic  report  furnished  the  Chief  of  tie  Air  Corps  by  Major  W.R. 
Heaver,  Commanding  Officer  of  Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery , Ala.,  states  that  be- 
tween 20  and  25  tons  of,  food,  medical  supplies  , blankets  and  clothing,  all  fur- 
nished by  the'  American  Hod  Cross,  were  distributed  .via  Array  airplanes  to  the 
flood  submerged  cities  of  Elba,;  Geneva,  Rive  rf  alls',,  Erewton,  Ploraation,  Pollard 
and  He ego , Alabama.  Of  particular  interest  'was  the  drooping  from  an  airplane  of 
ail  outboard  motor,  suspended  from  a parachute,  to  a relief  party  on  the  bank  of 
the  river  at  Elba,  Ala.,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  start  the  work  of  removing 
inhabitants  from  roofs  and  tops  of  buildings. 

In  summarizing,  the  flood-relief  activities  of  the  Air  Corps,  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  Maxwell  Field  reports  that  the  Governor  of  Alabama  called  upon  him  at 
8:00  p.m.  , March  14th,  to  render  any  assistance  possible  to  the  people  in  the 
flooded  district  of  • South.  Alabama.,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  all  other  means  of 
communication  had  been  rendered  inoperative.  Shortly  after  midnight,  the  Field 
Radio  Truck  from  Maxwell  Field  was- dispatched  to  Elba,  arrived  within  six  miles 
of  that  point  at  11:00  a.m. , and  established  communication  with  the  field. 

Flights  over  the  flooded  area  started  on  March  15th  (Friday),  34  being  made 
on  that  day,  49  on  Saturday,  54  on  Sunday,  76  on  Monday,  56  on  Tuesday  and  27  on 
Wednesday,  March  20th.  Assisting  the  Maxwell  Field  flying  personnel  were  pilots 
and  observers  with  six  airplanes  from  the  105th.  Observation  SdUadron,  Alabama 
National  Guard,  who  reported  for  duty  March  15th,  and  Air  Corps  pilots  and  obser- 
vers with  eight  airplanes  from  Langley  Field,  Va. , who  arrived  at  Maxwell  Field 
for  flood  relief  duty  on  the  morning  of  March  17th. 

Throughout  the  air  operations  over  the  flooded  area,  the  American  Red  Cross 
code  panel  signals  were  used  as  the  means  of  communication  between  the  airmen  and 
the  .pound  personnel.  This  code  was  developed  by  Brigadier- General  Benjamin  D. 
Foulois  and  used  in  the  Hew  England  flood  in  1927.  It  was  subsequently  adopted 
by  the  Red  Cross.  Major  Weaver  states  that  as  soon,  as  he  was  called  upon  by  the 
Governor  of  Alabama  for  assistance , he  secured  ' the  code  and  it  was  published  in 
full  by  the  Montgomery  ADTEMTISER  in  its  morning  edition  March  15th.  On  the 
first  trips'  by  air  to  the  devastated  region,  prepared  panels,  with  copy  of  the 
ADVERTISER  enclosed,  were  dropped  at  strategical  points  and  communication  thus 
established.  Major  Weaver  further  states  that  in  several  instances  it  was  noted 
that  in  five  minutes  or  less  after  the  code  had  been  drooped,  with  panels,  com- 
munication was  established  and  messages  placed  as  rapidly  as  they  could  be 
acknowledged  by  airplane.  In. one  instance,  the  panels  aim  code  were  dropped  on 
a fle.t  top  building  occupied  by  over  fifty  people,  .and  in  approximately  three 
minutes  the  first  message  was  received  by  air;  in  less  than  10  minutes  the  mater- 
ial needs  of  these  people  had  been  recorded  by  the  airplane  and  these  needs  met 
by  dropping  supplies  on  the  building  later  that  same  day. 

Mr.  Ernest  J.  Swift*  Assistant  to  Vice  Chairman,  Insular  and  Foreign  Opera- 
tions, American  Red  Cross,  in; forwarding'  news  service  releases  sent  out  in  con- 
nection with  the  air-ground  signal  code  used  in  the .Western  Alabama  flood, "said: 

11  The  work  of  the  Air  Corps  has  saved,  I am  sure,  hundreds  of  lives  and  prevented 
much  suffering." 

Commenting  editorially  on  the  work  of  Maxwell  Field  in  the  great  emergency, 
the  Montgomery  ADVERTISER  stated: 

"The  people  of  the  flooded  areas  of  Alabama  are  no  doubt  experiencing  a 
singular  sense  of  gratitude  to  that  great  modern  agency,-  the  airplane,  and  in 
particular  to  Maxwell  Field  .of  -Montgomery.  The  planes  that  have  gone  out  from 
Maxwell  Field  to  the  stricken : communities  in  South- and  Southeast  Alabama  have 
been  the  most  potent  single  factor  in  giving  first'  aid  to  the  distressed  people. 
They  were  the  first  visitors  from:  the  outside  "world,  arriving- early  to  signal  the 
marooned  and  helpless  people  and  give  them  hope.  .They  dropped  copies  of  the 
Advertiser’s  special  relief  number  containing  detailed  instructions  to  the  people 
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as  to  how  to  signal  planes,  how  to  inform  the  pilots  of  their  most  urgent  needs 
and  otherwise  to  exchange  information.  This’  service  alone  proved  a godsend. 

The  Maxwell  Field  flyers  promptly  delivered  raotors  to  he  attached  to  indis- 
pensable rescue  boats;  they  promptly  dropped  food  supplies  and  medicines.  They 

have  been  hauling  foods  and  medicines  and  other  necessities  every  day  since.  They 
will  continue  to  do  this  as  long  as  it  is  necessary. 

High  commendation  is  due  the  commandant  of  Maxwell  Field,  Maj . W.E.  Weaver, 

for  the  promptness  and  energy  with  which  he  took  charge  of  the  aerial  relief  ex- 

pedition, and  like  praise  is  due  his  men  for  the  readiness  and  efficiency  with 
which  they  responded  and  discharged  their  duty.  It  is  disquieting  to  contemplate 
what  might  have  happened  to  the  distressed  people  had  there  been  no  airplanes 
available  to  send  to  their  aid. 

1e  of  Montgomery  have  witnessed  with  high  satisfaction  this  demonstration 
of  the  great  usefulness  of  this  modern  convenience,  the  airplane,  and  the  spec- 
tacle is  of  particular  interest  to  us  because  Maxwell  Field  is  a Montgomery  es- 
tablishment and  because  aviation  is  expected  to  become,  a more  and  more  important 
factor  in  the  life  of  this  'community. 

The  ALABAMA.  JOURHAL  nio.de'  the  following  editorial  comment; 

"In  the  excitement  of  reporting  on  the  flood  disasters-  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  state  perhaps  too  little  thought  has  been  given  to  a rather  remarkable  ex- 
hioition  of  rescue  work  nearby.  For  perhaps  the  first  time  supplies  of  all 
kinds  have  been  transported  by  air  to  needy  refugees  who  could  not  be  reached  by 
any  other  means.  Planes  were  used  to  some  extent  in  the  Mississippi  flood  two 
years  ago,  but  chiefly  for  communication  and  photography  . Hero  in  : our  own  neces- 
sity the  Army  Air  Corps  lias  established  communication,  obtained  .excellent  air 
photographs  'which  were  of  the  greatest  aid  both  in  the  work  of  rescue  and  in  ap- 
pealing to  the  public  for  assistance-,  and  has  actually  transported  tons  of  sup- 
plies by  c ir,  which  could  have  been  delivered  in  no  other  way. 

It  is  well  for  citizens  who  would  attain  universal  peace  by  reducing  our 
own  army  'as  an  example'  to  ponder  on  this  rescue  work.  All  routine  training  was 
immediately  dropped  when  the  governor  appealed  to  the  commanding  off ice r, Maxwell 
Field,  for  assistance,  and  the  energies  of  every  man  have  been  directed  to  the 
work  of  rescue  ever  .since.  To'  insure  that  no  effort  would  be  wasted  orders  were 
issued  restricting  all  officers  and  men  to  the  post  unless  allowed  to  leave  by 
special  permission.  This  work  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  merits  highest  praise." 


FLOOD  RELIEF  FLESH  FALLS  III  FATEH 

Lieut.  H.W.  Higgins,  of  Langley  Field,  Va.  , returned  to, his  home  station  on 
March  25th  and  gave  a. graphic  account  of  his  experience  when  the  Liberty  motor 
of  his  0-11  airplane  broke  last  week  while  ha 'was  flying  the  Flood  Belief  Patrol 
in  Southern  Alabama,  and  he  was  forced  to  land  with  Corporal  Woodward  in  the 
flood  waters . . 

"I  was  scouting  at  about  100  feet,"  said  Lieut.  Higgins,  "and  we  had  just 
passed  over  several  marooned  people.  We  still  had  our  full  load  of  400  pounds 
of  relief  supplies  when  suddenly  the  Liberty,  motor  started  violent  vibration  and 

the  power  dwindled  down  to  nothing.  My  first  inclination  was  to  jump,  but  know- 
ing we  were  too  low  for,  that  I tried  to  make  the  open  water  in  the  stream  of  the 

Conecuh  Eiver.  We  could  not  do  that  as  we  lacked  enough  altitude,  so  I headed 

for  an  open  space  in  the  back  water.  On  account  of  the  load  in  the  tail,  I was 
able  to  slow  the  machine  down  before  striking  the  water.  This  was  fortunate,  as 
I had  no  time  to  perform  all  that  stabilizer  rolling  business  necessary  for  nor- 
mal landings  with  an. 0-11. 

We  hit  the  water  at  only  about  50  or  60  miles  an  hour.  I heard  something 
break  about  the  time  we  hit.  But  no  sooner  had  we  touched  than  the  plane  whipped 
over  on  its  back.  This  threw  Corporal  Woodward  out  and  clear  of  the  ship,  but  I 
was  trapped  in  the  cockpit  with  my  parachute.  I didn't  know  I could  work  as 
fast  as  I did,  but  somehow  I got  ny  safety  belt  unclasped  and  my  parachute  part- 
ly unfastened  and  then  got  from  under  the  machine.  The  parachute  floated  me  to 
the  top.  Corporal  -Woodward  .had  floated  to  a log  jammed  against  some  pine  trees 
by  the  time  I got  up.  I floated  to  him  with  my  parachute.  Then  we  ripped  the 
kapok  pads  from  the  parachutes  to  use  as  floats.  That  is  what  these  pads  are 
for,  but  I had  never  used  one  before. 

When  v/e  got  fixed  up  with  the  'life  preservers'  we  started  out  through  the 
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water  toward  the  main  stream  of  the  River.  I told  Corporal  Woodward  to  stay  as 
close  to  the  shore  of  the  river  as  possible  when  we  got  out  there.  The  current, 
however,  lore  the  Corporal  out  into  midstream  and  he  soon  outdistanced  me.  I 
swam  and  floated  down,  stream  for  about  half  a mile  when  I saw  an  old  house  stick- 
ing about  half  way  out  of  the  water.  I managed  to  maneuver  to  it.  I caught  on 
a part  of  the  roof  and  climbed  around  to  one  side:  There  I found  an  open  window 
to  the  attic.  Inside  were  some  clothes  and  quilts  hanging  on  a peg  which  hid 
not  been  touched  by  the  water.  I was  cold  and  shivering  so  I decided  to  stay 
with  this  upper  story  of  the  house,  add  for  the  present  would  change  into  those 
dry  clothes. 

Finally  some  men  in  a boat  came  along  and  rescued  me.  YJe  went  on  down  the 
River  and  found  Corporal  Woodward  in  the  top  of  a pine  tree.  He  had  managed  to 
get  out  of  the  main  current  and  was  swept  by  a cross  current  among  the  trees. 

The  Corporal  was  much  disturbed  as  he  .had  had  a fight  with  a mole cat  over  his 
particular  tree  top.  Tie  realized  something  had  happened  before  we  got  to  him. 
Good  comfortable  tree  tops  were  scarce  in  that  vicinity  and  the  polecat  would  not 
release  its  squatter  rights  without  a struggle.  The  air  was  full  of  the  fight 
for  a quarter  of  a mile  around.  Attempt  was  made  to  find  a boat  for  Corporal 
Woodward  to  occupy  alone,  but  it  copld  not  be  done,  so  the  rest  of  us  got  in  one 
end  of  the  boat  and  paddled  in- a direction  where  the  wind  would  blow  in  the 
right  way.  We  had  to-  change  directions  and  destinations  with  the  shifting  of 
the  wind,  all  because  a polecat  tried  to  assert  legal  rights  in  a State  where 
they  have  none. 

After  considerable  wandering  we  finally  came  to  the  town  of  Andalusia,  Ala. 
We  shall  never  forget  this  town 'because  there  was  not  a girl  in  it  that  we  could 
see  who  was  not  beautiful.  And  the  Postmaster  there  was  a bachelor.  It  was 
easy  to  see  how  that  was,  for  no  man  could  make  up  his  mind  and  center  on  one 
girl  in  such  a place.  We  finally  got  back  to  Montgomery  and  joined  the  rest  of 
the  flood  relief  flyers  from  Langley  Field." 

0O0 

MAJOR  HENSLEY  PASSES  INTO  THE  GREAT  BEYOND 

The  death  of  Major  William  IT.  Hensley  on  March  21st  on  a train  while  en 
route  from  the  Walter  Reed  General  Hospital  to  the  Mayo  Hospital,  Rochester, Minn, 
marks  the  passing  of  the  first  American  to  make  a non-stop  flight  by  air  from  the 
United  States  to  Europe . Major  Hensley  was  a passenger  on  the  British  Airship 
R-34  on  its  return  flight  from  Mi  no  o la,  'T.Y.  to  Fulham,  England,  whiqh  flight 
started  on  July  10,  1919,  and  lasted  75  hours  and  three  minutes'. 

Major  Hensley  was  born  at  Columbus,  Nebraska,  October  18,  1831.  He  graduat- 
ed from  the  United  States  Military  Academy,  West  Point,  17. Y. , in  June  1905,  com- 
missioned 2nd  Lieutenant , and  assigned  to  the  loth  U.S.  Cavalry.  He  served  with 
this  regiment  until  his.  promotion  to  Captain  in  1916,  when  he  was  assigned  to  the 
15th  Cavalry. 

Appointed  a Major  in  the  Aviation  Section,  Signal  Corps,  on  August  5,  1917, 
he  was  assigned  to  the  Army  Balloon  School  at  Fort  Omaha,  Nebraska,  where  he  re- 
ceived training  in  ballooning,  free  and  captive  types.  He  was  placed  on  fljung 
duty  November  22,  1917,  and  remained  at  Fort  Omaha  until  April,  1918,  having 
charge  of  the  organization  of  new  balloon  companies  for  war  service.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  Lieut  .-Colonel  (temporary)  February  26,  1918.-  Until  the  following 
September  he  was  on  duty  at  the  Army  Balloon  School  at  Arcadia,  Calif. , going 
from  there  to  Mather  Field,  Sacramento,  Calif.,  for  the  purpose  of  undergoing 
flying  training  in  heavier- than- air  craft. 

On  August  20,  1918,  he  was  promoted  to  Colonel.  Completing  his  flying 
training  at  Mather  Field,  he  was  rated  a Junior  Military  Aviator  on  November  9, 
1918.  Colonel  Hensley  received  another  flying  rating  on  December  11  of  that 
year  - that  of  Junior  Military  Aeronaut. 

After  a brief  period  of  service  at  Dallas,  Texas,  as  District  Supervisor  of 
the  Southwestern  District,  Colonel,  Hensley,  in  January,  1919,  was  assigned  to 
duty  at  Akron,  Ohio,  in  -charge  of  airship  training  and  construction.  In  the  fol- 
lowing May  he  was  ordered  to  duty  in  London,  England,  as  Assistant  Military 
Attache,  with  the  object  of  making  a study  of  foreign  airship  designs.  He  made 
this  trip  to  London  in  the  British  Airship  R-34,  and  was  also  a passenger  on 
this  airship  on  its  subsequent  flight  along  the  British  coast.  He  later  served 
as  Assistant  to  the  Military  Attache  at 'The  Netherlands. 

Upon  Colonel  Hensley's  return  to  the  United  States  he  was  assigned  to  the 
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command  of  Langley.  Field,  Va.  , -where  he  served, until  he  was  designated  as  a stu- • 
dent  to  attend  the  General  Service  Schools  at. Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  His  next 
tour  of  duty,  has  that  of  Commanding  Officer  of  Mitchel  Field,  Hew  'fork,  where 
he  served  until’ the  fall  of  1925,, when  he  was  ordered  to  duty  as  a student  at  the. 
Army  War  College,  from  which  institution  he  graduated  the  following  summer. 

Major  Hensley' s. last  assignment  was  that  of  Air  Officer  of  the  8th  Corps 
Area 'at  Fort  Sam  Houston,  San  Antonio , Texas  . , ... 

Following  funeral  services  at  San  Antonio,  his  remains  were  "brought  to 
Washington  for  interment  .at  Arlington  Cemetery,.,  The  honorary  pallbearers  wore 
Majors  ‘Roland  W.  Case,  A’, I.  Merchant,  Ralph  Ta;lb.ot,  Jr. » Thomas  .-H.  Lowe,  Louis 
A.  O’Donnell  and  Walter  ,S.  Prosser,,  all  members,  of  his.,  class  at  the  U.S.. 

Military  Academy.!.  . 

0O0 ...  ...  E 
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LTJKS  FIELD  PRAISED  BY  DSPARTIERT  CO MMARDER 

, ...  ..  By  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent.. 

A perfect  score  by  the  Department  Co.mmaa.der  following  an  annual  inspection 
is  news  of  tho  "first  orde.r.  By  this  token,.  Luke  Field  should  be.  basking  in  the  , 
sunlight  of.  "the  publicity  . incidental  to  such  p, rg.t-ing-.,'  ...  ..  . . • 

" Major-General  Fox  Conner,  Commanding  General  of  the'  Hawaiian  Department, 
was  .unable  to  find,  anything  during  ..his  trip  to  the  ..field,  on  February  . 5th  which 
Whs'"  not  in'A-1  condition,  ’and  .his  commendation  to” officers,  of  the  command -have 
gladdened  the  hearts  of  the.  entire  personneL.  In , spite  -of  -the.  handicap.. ..of  lack 
of  modern  equipment  and  .-scarcity  of  skilled  labor,  the  'repair  unit  came  in  , for 
the  highest  praise  '.of  the  activities  of  the  post..’-;  The  letter  of  commendation 
addressed  to  Lieut.  Carl  A.  Cover,  engineering  officer,  was  ’so  specif  ic . that  it  . 
deserves  quoting.  The  body  of  the  letter  read: 

"During  my  recent  inspection  of  Luke  Field,  I was  favorably  impressed  with 
the  Air  Depot  Repair -Unit  of -which -you- are  in  ■charge.  • I realize  that  yon.  have 
been  hampered  by  local  conditions  in  securing  proper  skilled  civilian  labor  and 
modern  equipment.  Yet,  in  spite,  of  the.  drawbacks , I consider-  that  you  have  the 
most  efficiently  organized  and  operated  unit  of  .its  kind  in  the  service,.,.  ....  .... 

Phis,  I an  convinced,  is  duo  solely  to  your  ability,  initiative  and  hard..  ,, 
work  which  has  been  painstaking  and  unrelenting  ip  the  face,  of  constant  discour- 
agements. Your  work  is  far  superior  to  that  normally  expected  and  the  inspira-  ••• 
tion  of  your  efforts  is  reflected  throughout  the  entire  command- of  Luke  Field, 

Your  attention  to’  duty  and  your  knowledge  of  Air  .Corps  ' Engineering,  acquired 
through  long  experience,  mark  you  among'  your  contemporaries,  as  an  outstanding- 
example  of  high  efficiency.  It.  is.  with  .greet  pleasure  that  I most  heartily  cpm-.  j 
mend  you  for  your  initiative,  zeal,,  efficiency,  and  on  your,  engineering  skill 
and  organizing  ability.  I wish  you  continued  success  in  your  chosen  profession.! 

I have  directed  that,  a copy  of  this  .well-deserved  commendation  be  filed 
with  your  official  record."  A A 7.  

..Other  commendations  .were' received  by  department  heads., -among  them  being  one.  I 
to  Lieut . Raymond  R,  Brown,  "post  Exchange  Officer,.  The  organization  of  the-  Ex- 
change was  highly  complimented  as.we.il  as  it?  wholesome  financial  condition. 

Writing  to  Major  ?.E.  Van  Ho  strand,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Fifth  Com-  .. 
posite  .Group,  . Colonel  Chappelear,  Adjutant  General,  referred  to  the  excellent 
condition. of  the  barracks,  Quarters ' and.  other  installations  observed  during  the 
inspection.  The  letter  closed  with"-  "Such  results  are  indicative  of  a high.: 
order  of  .discipline , morale  and  organizational  esprit  worthy  of  commendation." 

----oOo- — 

' GRADUATIONS  FROM'  AIR ' CORPS  . TE CRITICAL.  SCHOOL.  : 

Seven  Air  Corps  enlisted" men  .and  one  noncommissioned  .officer  of  the  Illinois 
Rational  Guard  graduated  February  15th  from  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School, 

Chanute  Field,"  Rgmtoul , 111.,  .as  parachute  .Riggers,,  One  noncommissioned  officer  ■ 
of  the  Illinois  Notional  Guard"  .graduated  from  the  Photographic  School. 

On  February  22nd,"  16  Air  Corps  enlisted  men ' and  one  E.C.-Q.  of  the  Maryland 
Rational  Guard  graduated  from  the  "Technical  School  as  Engine,  Mechanics,:  15  en- 
listed men  as  ia-rpluni)  Mechanics  , 4 as  General.  Mechanics  and  16- as- Radio  Mechanics. 

^Three  Air  Corps  Officers  graduated  March  8th  from  .the  Armament  course,  viz:  | 
1st  Lieut . Frank  D.  Hackett,  2nd  Lieuts.  Lea.  Gebilbach  and  Budd  J.  Peaslec. 
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AIR  RESERVE  OFFICERS  "RALLYE"  AT  ANGERS^  FRANCE 


French  Reserve  officers  will  hold  a "Rallye"  at  Angers,  France,  June  23rd 
next , according  to  a cowdiiu-iication  addressed  to  the  Hon.  F.  Trubee  Davison, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  'Far,  by  Mr.  M.  Brosnahan,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  International  League  of  Aviators,  Paris,  France. 

Mr.  Brosnahan  states  that  an  invitation  has  been  extended  to  all  Reserve 
Officers  of  the  United  States  Aviation  Service  to  part ici Tate  in  this  rally,  and 
adds:  "Any  information  desired  in  connection  with  the  Rallye,  shipping  of  planes, 
etc. , we  shall  gladly  place  before  Colonel  Charles  W.  Kerwood,  who  has  been 
assigned  to  this  duty  in  America." 

fir.  Brosnahan' s address  is  Suite  516,  51  East  42nd  Street,  New  York  City, 

- — oOo 

BASEBALL  NOTABLES  VISIT  SAN  ANTONIO  DEPOT 

The  first  signs  of  Spring  were  heralded  to  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot , Bin can 
Field,  Texas,  by  the  visit  one  day  during  the  last  week  in  February  of  notable 
baseball  representatives,  Secretary  Tierney,  Coach  Neihoff,  Catcher  S chalk  and 
pitcher  Ogden,  of  the  Nov/  York  Giants,  who  were  in  San  Antonio  in  connection  with 
the  establishment  of  the  Giants'  spring  training  season.  The  visitors  were  in- 
terested in  making  a tour  through  the  Depot's  Engineering  Shops  and  viewing  the 
diversified  operations  thereof.  Incidentally,  of  course,  they  gave  considerable 
impetus  to  the  beginning  of  the  annual  local  enthusiasm  for  the  national  game. 

7 oOo 

REST  CAMPS  IN  THE  INSULAR  POSSESSIONS 

Twelve  men  from  Luke  Field,  T.H.,  left  Oahu  recently  for  the  ten  days'  de- 
tached service  at  the  Kilauea  Military  Camp  on  Hawaii.  Approximately  the  same 
number  are  scheduled  to  go  during  March  and  view  the  volcano  which  entertained 
people  in  these  parts  with  a first  class  eruption  las t month. 

Following  the  news  on  February  20th  that  "Madame  Pele"  of  Halcmaumau  had 
again  taken  the  warpath,  the  authorities  made  arrangements  to  accommodate  as  many 
men  at  the  camp  as  possible.  The  uncertainty  of  Madame  polo's  whims  in  the ’ mat- 
ter of  eruptions  sometimes  taxes  the  resources  for  accommodations.  All  enlisted 
men  in  the  Hawaiian  Department  are  permitted  to  take  a ten-day  vacation  at  the 
camp  during  their  period  of  foreign  service,  and  the  Air  Corps  men  are  finding 
the  time  spent  over  there  beneficial  in  many  ways  as  well  as  instructive. 

Members  of  the  3rd  Pursuit  Squadron,  Clark  Field,  P.I.,  see  much  of  Zambales 
Mountain  from  above,  but  until  recently  they  have  had  little  opportunity  of  ac- 
tually getting  next  to  nature  in  them.  Major  Ralph  p.  Cousins,  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  field,  through  the  courtesy  of  Colonel  Daniel  W.  Hand,  Commanding; 
officer  of  the  24th  Field  Artillery,  recently  made  arrangements  for  detachments 
of  the  squadron  to  make  the  trip  to  Carp  Sanchez,  Mt . Pinatuba. 

Every  eight  days  a ne-"  group  leave  their  Liberty  and  Curtiss  engines,  mount 
mules  or  horses,  and  start  the  18-mile  trip  up  the  China  Sea  trail.  Although  it 
takes  some  five  or  six  hours  to  climb  the  4,000  feet,  the  men  seem  to  enjoy  it. 
The  scenery  on  the  China  Sea  Trail  is  unexcelled  anywhere  in  the  world.  Passing 
through  four  very  distinct  but  extinct  volcanic  craters  and  then  through  about 
five  miles  of  tropical  forest,  one  emerges  to  a clearing  of  about  two  miles. 

From  this  clearing  a sudden  drop  is  made  to  the  bed  of  the  Bambam  River.  Then 
the  real  climbing  starts.  Up  almost  pe rpendi cular  walls,  made  accessible  only 
by  the  construction  of  ' excellent  zigzags , one  comes  to  a divide  from  which  the 
China  Sea  can  bo  seen  on  one  side  and  the  central  Luzon  on  the  other.  A short 
descent  and  Camp  Sanchez  is  reached. 

Animals  are  unsaddled  and  cared  for,  and  men  who  are  used  to  the  drone  of 
airplane  engines  settle  down  to  rest  and  quiet.  Excellent  hunting,  hiking  and 
swimming  are  to  be  had  within  easy  reach.  Negritos  visdt  the  camp  daily  to  show 
the  soldier,  who  is  used  to  modern  warfare,  how  a ten  centavo  piece  can  be  knock- 
ed from  a tree  fifty  yards  distant  with  a bow  and  arrow.  After  a period  of  cool 
days  and  nights,  the  Air  Corps  soldier  again  mounts  his  mule  or  horse  and 
journeys  back  to  Clark  Held,  -passing  on  the.  way  down  another  group  of  men  going 
up  to  fill  the  -quarters  they  have  just  vacated  at  this  delightful  rest  camp. 
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THE'  EERRY  ELI  GET'  FROM  txM®  FIELD  TO  IRANCE  FIELD 

li^e  official  report  of  Major  Paul  Bock,  Air  Corps,  covering  t.he  flight  of 
As  Army  Transport  C-2A  (Fckxer  F-7)  from  Dayton,  Ohio,  to  France  Field,  Panama 
canal  Zone,  was  recently  received  in  the  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps.  This,  flight 
v;as  tne  first  attempt:  on  the  part  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  to  ferry  an  airplane 
from  the  United  States  to  one  of  the  Insular  possessions.  The  total  distance, 
.3130  miles,  was  covered  in  a flying  time  of  33  hours  and  40  minutes,  the  speed 
of  the  Transport  ranging  from  82  to  86  miles  per  hour.  ' 

Tne  Transport  was  serviced  with  1442  gallons  of  gasoline  and  9'5§  gallons  of 
oil  . The  elapsed  time;  of  the  flight  was  8 days , the  Transport  taking  off  from 
Wright  Field  at  10:25  a.m. , January  9th,  and  landing  at  France  Field  at  4:00  p.m. 
January  16th.  Due  to  unfavorable  weather  conditions,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
land  at  Bowman  Field,  Louisville,  Ky.,  at  2:45  p.m.,  January  9th,  and  it  was  not 
until  11:20  a.m.  on  the  12th  that  the  airmen  were  able  to  resume  their  journey 
to  the  next  stopping  point,  Montgomery,  Ala.  The  Army  pilots  who  participated 
in  this  flight,  in  addition  to  Ma j o r Bock,  were  1st  Lieuts.  George  C.  McDonald 
and  Dwight  J.  Canfield. 

A general  description  of  the  flight  is  given  in  the  report,  as  follows: 

Dayton  to  Me  nt.gome  r y , Ala.,  January  9 th  to  12th. 

A final  inspection  disclosed  a broken  U-bolt  in  the  tail  skid  fastening 
assembly.,  Welding  this  delayed  the  early  morning  take-off  planned  to  10:30  a.m. 
on  January  9th.  Strong  .head  winds  reduced  the  ground  speed  to  about  56  miles  per 
hour.  When  nearly  to  Bowling  Green,  Ky. , fog  and  rain  forced  a return  to 
Louisville.  Lieut.  Ellison  at  Bowman  Field  rendered  all  assistance  possible  and 
plans  were  made  for  a daybreak  departure.  Earl;/  morning  weather  reports  indicat- 
ing dangerous  flying  conditions  at  Nashville,  Birmingham,  and  Montgomery  prevent- 
ed departure  on  January  10th  and  11th.  Plans  for  aji  early  take-off  January  12th 
were  frustrated  by  difficulty  in  starting  the  engines.  A zero  weather  cold  snap 
cooled  the  engines  so  they  defied  all  efforts  to  start  them  for  four  hours. 
Finally  took  off  at  11:20  and  arrived  at  Montgomery  at  5:00  p.m.  The  fields  at 
Nashville  and  .Birmingham  (in  any  but  the  best  of  weather)  are  not  considered 
suitable  for  Fokker  transport  operation  except  for  pilots  actually  familiar  with 
the  fields.  The -fiel  a at  Bowling  Green,  Ky.  is  large  but  has  no  adequate  facili- 
ties. for  winter  servicing. 

Montgomery  to  Miami,  Ja huary  loth. 

Took  off  at  7:00  a.m.,  January  loth.  Diien  two  hours  out  of  'Montgomery,  a 
sticking  valve  necessitated  a turn  from  the  course  arid' a landing  at  the  Municipal 
Field,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  Landing  here  at  10:30,  the  services  of  a J-5  mechanic 
working  for  the  Pitcairn  Air  Mail  Service  were  secured.  Trouble  was  located  and 
engine  tested  to  enable  a take-off  at  1:30  u.m.  for  Miami,  ssMcJii  was  reached  at 
5:00  p.m.  Landing  was  made  in  the  new  Pan-American  Airport.  This  is  easily  the 
best  airport  on  the  route.  Every  courtesy  was  extended  to  pilots  and  the  plane 
was  pushed  into  a hangar,  rockers  oiled,  engines  looked  over,  and  magnetos  check- 
ed by  Pan-American  Airways  mechanics. 

Miami  to  Hanava,  January  14th. 

Took  off  at  10:00  a.m.  Flew  air  lino  to  Havana  (the  course  recommended  by 
Pan-American  Airways  pilots).  Encountered  slight  rains  and  a 30-mile  east  wind. 
Landed  at  Columbia  Field,  Havana,  at  12:20.  Plane  was  serviced,  engines  oiled, 
cleaned  and  generally  looked  over  by  mechanics  attached  to  the  U.S . detachment 
under  -Captain  Beam,  A.C.,  U.S.  Army,  plane  was  put  in  a Pan-American  Airways 
Hangar  and  arrangements  made  for  an  early  take-off.  The  Cuban  Naval  Weather 
Observatory  furnished  weather  data  and  a cable  request  was  made  to  the  Tropical 
Radio  Telegraph  .Co.  , Miami,  Fla.  , to  send  weather  data  by  cable  collect  before 
2:00  p.m. , time  of  closing  of  the  Destern  Union  Cable  offices  in  Havana. 

Havana  to  Managua,  January  1 5th. 

Took  off  at  7:00  a.m.  plane.. got  out  of  Columbia  Field  easily,  assisted  by 
strong  southeas.t  winds.  Encountered  low  ground  fogs  75  miles  west  of  Havana. 
Turned,  to,  ocean  and  flew  low.' along  southern  coast  of  Guba  as  fog  gradually  dis- 
persed. Southwestern  Guba  has  numerous  fields  where  large  planes  can  get  down 
safely.  Reached  Cozumel  Island  shout  10:50  a.m.  , a low  flat  island,  some  sandy 
beaches,  the  island  covered  with  underbrush.  A forced  landing  would  probably 
wash  out  a land  plane,  but  occupants  should  not  receive  serious-  injury.  "•  Eastern 
shore  *f-  Yucatan  is  low,  generally  irregular,  s.ome  sandy  beaches  , much  swampy 
land,  and  generally  very  desolate.  Small  towns  shown  on  Navy  maps  north  of 
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Belize  are  not  there.  Heavy  rains  over  Belize  prevented  inspection  in  that  vi- 
cinity. A forced  landing  in  this  vicinity  could  probably  be  best  made  in  the  low 
plantation  area  some  eight  miles  west  of  Belize.  After  flying  through  about  15 
minutes  of  rains  of  varying  intensities,  the  center  motor  missed  badly  and  cut 
to  1400  wide  open.  Trouble  getting  gradually  better  when  dry  area  was  again 
encountered,  clearing  up  entirely  some  thirty  minutes  after  leaving  the  rain 
area.  Trouble  was  probably  due  to  water  in  magneto  ®r  magneto  connections. 
Reaching  Puerto  Cortes  about  .'3:00  p.m.  , it  was  decided  to  continue  on  to  Managua 
from  Puerto  Cortes.  -The  air  line  course  from  there  to  Managua  was  prevented  due 
to  heavy  rains  and  mountain  fogs,  forcing  a further  west  course  almost  to  the 
vicinity  of  Comayagua  and  La  Paz . It  is  thought  that  this  route  is  preferable 
even  in  good  weather.  A favorable  route  over  this  stretch  (Tela  or  Puerto 
Cortes  to  Managua)  would  apuear  to  be  Puerto  Cortes  Comayagun  - Choluieen  - 

Managua.  Arrived  at  Managua  at  6:20  p.m.,  delayed  by  turning  out  of  course  to 
miss  mountain  rains  and  strong  easterly  winds.  Landing  at  Managua  could  have 
been  made  up  to  nearly  7:00  p.m.  Eastern  Time.  The  Marines,  as  is  their  invari- 
able custom,  gave  every  assistance  .possible  and  entertained  with  the  most  gener-* 
cus  and  hearty  hospitality.  The  needs  of  both  plane  and  crew  were  immediately 
looked  after.  A radio  was  immediately  sent  to  Tela,  Honduras,  explaining  that 
the  exigencies'  of  flying  had  made  it  advisable  to  omit  landing  at  Tela. 

Managua  to  Prance  Field,  January  16th. 

Took  off  8:00  a.m.  (Eastern  Time),  encountering  strong  head  winds.  Took  2\ 
hours  to  reach.  Puntarenas  only  175  miles  from  Managua , due  to  strong  head  winds 
and  rough  air.  Air  line  from  Puntarenas  to  Bavid:took  plane  over  densely  cover- 
ed uninhabited  mountain  country.  Advise  more  of  a coastline  course  for  single 
motored  planes.  Arrived  Prance  Field  4: GO  p.m. 

Engines 

In  general  the  engine  troubles  were  all  very  minor.  Until  Miami  was  reach- 
ed, oil  was  drained  every  night  and  hot  oil  serviced  preparing  to  start.  At 
Louisville  in  ze.ro  weather,  it  took  four  hours  to  start  the  three  motors.  If  a 
cold  weather  technique,  of  starting  air-cooled  engines  has  been  developed,  the 
plane  crew  and  Bowman  Field  personnel  did  not  know  it.  After  reaching  warm 
weather,  all  starting  troubles  ended.  Sticking  valves  cn  the  left  motor  were 
remedied  at  Jacksonville  by  removing  rocker  box  cover  ulates  and  spark  plugs, 
then  soaking  valves  with  light  "3  in  1"  oil  and  coal  oil,  and  revolving  propeller 
rapidly.  Ho  further  engine  trouble  was  experienced  until  near  Belize,  British 
Honduras.  Here,  after  flying  about  15  minutes  thru  rain  of  varying,  intensity, 
the  center  motor  sputtered  badly  and  gave  only  1400  r.p.m.  (normal  about  1900)  at 
full  throttle.  After  leaving  the  rain  area,  the  trouble  gradually  cleared  up  in 
about  30  minutes.  Possibly  this  trouble  caused  the  poor  oil  consumption  record 
of  this  engine  on  this  flight,  referred  to  above.  It  is  believed  that  this 
engine  trouble  was  caused  by  water  getting  into  the  magneto  parts  or  connections. 
Ho  further  engine  trouble  was  experienced  after  this,  and  all  motors  were  run- 
ning smoothly  upon  landing  at  France  Field.  Uniflow 'oil ers  on  rocker  arms  gave 
excessive  oil.  This,  excess  was  thrown  back  and  covered  the  cockpit  windshields, 
interfering  with  visibility. 

Major  Bock  recommends  that,  whenever  practicable,  planes  for  delivery  to 
the  Canal  Zone  be  ferried  by  air,  stating  that  while  there  is  undoubtedly  a small 
hazard,  this  is  believed  to  be  little  greater  than  the  hazard  in  an  equal  number 
of  air  hours  of  similar  tactical  training.  On  the  other  hand,  the  tactical 
training  given  to  pilots  in  such  long  distance  ferrying  missions  is  considerably 
more  than  can  be  obtained-  in  an  equal  number  of  hours  spent  in  routine  cross- 
country flying,-  this  because  it  necessitates  more  accurate  and  painstaking  cal- 
culations on  fuel  and. oil  consumption,  daylight  hours , maximum  leads  out  of  un- 
favorable fields , .changes  in  magnetic  variation,  drift  allowances,  etc. 

OoO 

JAPAUESS  AIRMAN  VISITS  KELLY  FIELD 

Lieut.  Y.  Miwa',  Assistant  .Naval  Attache,  Japanese  Embassy,  visited  Kelly 
Field  March. 9th.  He  is  returning  to  Japan  after  a four-year  tour  of  duty  in  the 
United  States.  Being  connected  with  the  aviation  branch  of  the  Japanese  Na\y  he 
was  naturally  extremely  interested  both  in  the  equipment  and  the  methods  of 
training  used  at  Kelly  Field.  His  next  visit  was  to  Brocks  Field,  the  other  acti-^ 
vity  of  the  Training  Center  located  near  San  Antonio. 
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"UNDISTINGUISHED  FLYING-'  CROSS"  ORDER  AT  WHEELER  FIELD 

• ..  ' * *''  *'  ’ •’  „ ' 

Not  to  ue  .out Gene  "by  other  Army  Flying  Fields,  the  flying  personnel . e,t 
Wheeler  Field,  Honolulu,  T.H., 'recently  organised  a Society,  to  be  known  as  the 
"Order  of  the  Undistinguished  Flying  Cross."  The  following  is  a copy' of  the 
order  as  published  to  pilots  on  duty  at  that  station:  ' ■ ” . 

"Eff active  immediately,,  the  Undistinguished  Flying  Cross,  suitably  engrav- 
ed, will  be,  awarded  temporarily  to  all  pilots-  of  this  gf-oup  for  any  infraction 
of  the,,  common  laws  of  flying.-.  ' 

Regulations  governing,  the  award  of  this  decoration' are  outlined  as  follows: 

1.  A.warded  by  the  Group  Operations 'Officer  immediately  after  the  apprehen- 
sion-of  an;/  pilot  having  pulled  a boner. 

. 2.  The  decoration  will  be  worn  the  remainder  of  the  day  on  which  same  is 
awarded. 

3.  Pilots  will  accept,  the  award  at  any  time  they  are  cited  for  same. 

4.  Low  flying  over  restricted  areas,  jazzing  beach  hotels  or  any  stunt 

considered  dangerously  contaminating  to  the  gentlemen  pilots  of  this  Group  are 
considered,  equally  for  this  award.  g 

5.  The  hereinbefore  mentioned  decoration  may  be  seen  at  any -time  in  the 
Operations  Office  provided  the  applicant  for  view  of  same  goes  through  the 
necessary  military  channels. 

6.  It  is  necessary  to  make  such  ah . award  as ' the  above  in  order  to  maintain 
the  esprit-de- corps  of  this  organization.' 

7.  Any  apparent  loophole  in  the  above  regulations  are  declared  null  and 
void  and  the  same  is  hereby  rendered  air  tight.  Once  cited  for  the  award  the 
pilot  must  permit  the  law  to  take  its  course." 

The  medal  referred  to  has  been  constructed.  It  is  provided  with  a huge 
safety  pin  for  attaching  to  the  breast  of  the  pilot  who  falls  heir  to  it..  On 
the  face  is  engraved  the  following  words  : "I  AM  A DONKEY."  Mich  pomp  and  cere- 
mony is  observed  at  presentations. 

oOo 

NSW.  CLASS  AT  ADVANCED  FLYING  SCHOOL 

The  fourth  class  to  take  training  under  Plan  "3"  (8  months'  primary  flying 
training  at  Brooks  or  March  Field  and  4 months''"  advanced  training)  reported  at 
the  Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field,  • Texas,  by  March  4bh,  This  class  is 
known  as  Class  No.  4-3.  A total  of  .105'  students  reported,  of  which  number  six 
.officers,  4$  cadets  and  one  Staff  Sergeant  taking  training  in  grade,  reported 
from  Brooks  Field  on  March  1st.  The  Primary  Flying  School  at  March  Field  fur- 
nished 53  cadets  for  this  class,.  Half  of  these  cadets  reported  on  March  2nd 
by  train  and  the  other  half  came  through  by  automobile,  and  reported  to  the 
Advanced  Flying  School  on  March  4th. 

The  educational  qualifications  of  this  class  are  much  higher  than  any  pre- 
vious class'.,,  Of  the  9.8  cadets,  50  are  college  graduates,  43  have  college 
.credits  of  two  years,  or  more,  3 have  college  credits  for  less  than  two  years, 
and  the  other  two  are  high  school  graduate's.  Thirty-one  cadets  of  this  class 
hold  Deserve  commissions.  - — oOo 

HIGH  SCHOOL  STUDENTS  INSPECT  SAN  ANTONIO'  DEPOT 

• . A group  of  fifteen  students,  of  theJh?.iior' High  Schools  of  San  Antonio  visit- 
ed the  Engineering  Department  pf  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas, 
on  March  2nd,  under  the  guidance  of  Captain  Tati  J.  Weaver.  Air  Corps  Reserve, 
Manager  of  the  Mission  Airplane  Services  in  San  Antonio . These  students  were 
engaged  in  a miniature  airplane- building  contest _ in  their  schools,  and  on  their 
visit  through  the  shops  of  the  Depot  appeared  keenly  enthusiastic  over  everything 
they  saw,  especially  -along  the  lines  of  airplane  ana  engine  building,  obtaining 
some  valuable  information  on  model  airplane^  construction,  and  demonstrating  that 
Sail  Antonio  'has;-,  its  share  of  -aviation  sueporters  among  the  younger  generation. 

■ ; ; oOo . . 

The  famous  endurance  plane . ."CJues.t ion.  Mark"  is  no  more,  having  lost  its 
identity  when  the  engineering  personnel  at  the ‘ Middletown  Air  Depot  overhauled 
and  refitted  it  as  a transport.  It  was  ferried  back  to  Bolling  Field  on  March 
11th  by  Lieut.  L.M.  Merrick. 
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SULTAN  OF  SULU  TAKES  FIRST  AIRPLANE  RIDE  " ' 

Apparently  certai  tribesmen.  in  the  Philippines  are  no  longer  overcone  with 
fear  at  the  sight  of  an  .airplane  flyin  overhead.  It  was  not  so  long  ago  that 
Array  airmen  on  cross- country  flights  in  the  Philippines  were  the  unwitting  cause 
of  spreading  fear  and  consternation  among  these  natives  when  flying  over  their 
abodes.  This  change  of  attitude  towards  the  airplane  by  these  natives  was 
brought  to  light  recently  during  a Carnival  held  at  Manila,  when  a visiting 
potentate,  the -Sultan  of  Sulu,  'was  given  his  first  airplane  ride  by  Captain 
Donald  Wilson,  Air  Corns. 

As  may.  be  surmised,  the  Sultan’  s air  journey  furnished  a 'big  thrill  for  his 
retinue,  and  upon  seeing  their  Chief  climb  out  of  the  plane  safe  and  sound  after 
Captain  Wilson  landed,  they,  took  heart  and  ex-pressed  a desire  to  take  a flight 
also.  The  Sultan’s  Secretary  was  the  next  to  take  a flight.  Captain  George  L. 
Usher  and  1st  Lieut.  Harold  R.  Wells,  Air  Corps,  also  acted  as  pilots  for  those 
who  dared  brave  the  vast  spaces  above  the  earth.  The  Presidonte  of  Bontoc  like- 
wise enjoyed  his  first  airplane  "hop".  Several  days  later,  Captain  Wilson 
•piloted  three  Bogobos  over  Manila  and  vicinity  and  they,  too,  exhibited  delight 
with  their  flight  and  safe  return  to  the  line. 

These  representatives  of  certain  non-Christian  tribes  of  the  Philippine 
Archipelago  visited  Manila  for  the  purpose  of  showing  one  half  how  the  other 
half  lives  and,  incidentally,  they  constituted  the  most  interesting  features  of 
Manila's  1929  Carnival.  While  at  Manila,  they  were  extended  an  invitation  hy 
Major  Walter  G.  Kilner,  Commanding  Officer  of  Camp  Nichols,  and  by  Lieut.  George 
W.  Goddard,  Air  Corps,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Air  Corps  exhibits  at  the 
Carnival,  to  pay  a visit  to  that  Air  Corps  post.  While  at  Camp  Nichols,  the 
Bontocs  from  Northern  Luzon,  headed  by  their  presidonte , staged  a native  dance, 
much  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  spectators. 

— -0O0 — - 

■ . NEW  BaSrACKS  AT  ROCKWELL  FIELD 

• Specifications  and  plans  for  the  new  Rockwell  Field  barracks  and  quarters 
have  been  received  by  the  Constructing  Quartermaster,  and  bids  are  to  be  adver- 
tised soon.  The  work  is  to  consist  of  the  erection  of  barracks  with  accommoda- 
tions for  300  enlisted  men,  16  officers’  quarters  and  13  noncommissioned  offi- 
cers’ quarters.  As  it  is  necessary  to  advertise  the  project  for  30  days,  and 
as  some  of  the  advertising  must  be  done  in  the  eastern  publications,  it  will 
probably  be  about  May  1st  when  the  bids  are  opened  at  the  construction  office  at 
Rockwell  Field.  The  office  will  then  forward  the  bids,  together  with  its  recom- 
mendation, to  the  War  Department,  where  the  contract  award  will  be  made.  Work 
will  probably  start  about  June  1st.  The  new  buildings  at  Rockwell  Field  will 
tend  to  relieve  present  housing  conditions.  Many  of  the  present  buildings  are 
of  temporary  construction  and  were  put  up  about  the  time  of  the  World  War. 

— - O0O-r-- 

SIXT23N  BROTHERS  AT  LUKE  FIELD 

A most  unique  situation  with  respect  to  members  of  the  same  family  serving 
at  one  military  post  was  disclosed  when,  upon  a recent  survey  of  the  personnel 
records  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  station  at  Luke  Field,  T.H.,  it  was  found  that 
eight  pairs  of  brothers  are  serving  at  this  station.  The  names  of  three  pairs 
of  brothers  were  found  on  the  rolls  of  the  65th  Service  Squadron,  one  in  the 
72nd  Squadron,  and  the  others  divided  among  the  remaining  organizations. 

On  duty  with  the  65th  Squadron  are  Corporal  John  3.  Alexander  and  private, 
1st  Class,  Charles  Alexander;  Privates  Henry  H.  and  Joseph  F.  Pelkey;  Corporal 
Homer  T.  and  Private,  1st  Class,  William  C.  Zounges.  Corporal  Charles  G.  Moore 
and  Private  Albert  Moore  are  with  the  72nd  Squadron.  Others  on  the  field  are; 
Sergeant  Leonard  Quinn,  Headquarters,  and  Private  Homer  Quinn,  4th  Squadron; 
Privates  Lawrence  Maynard,  65th  Squadron,  and  Jean  Maynard,  11th  Photo  Section; 
Privates  Girt  is  L.  and  Reuben  R.  Riblett , and  John  and  Edward  White,  Casual 
Detachment,  unassigned. 

The  presence  of  so  many  brothers  at  one  military  post  probably  constitutes 
a record  in  the  annals  of  the  Army. 
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AIRSHIPS  FURNISH  PLENTY  OP  EXCITEMENT  POP  BOLLING  FIELD  PERSONNEL 
By  the  Polling  Field.  Correspondent; 

The  disastrous  inaugural  leather  forced  all  four  hi imps  which  took  part  in 
the  aerial  demonstration  to  land  at  Dolling  Field.  Fortunately,  the  night  of 
the  4th  was  calm  and  details  of  ten  men  were  sufficient  to  handle  hoth  the  TC-5 
and  TC-10.  The  morning  of  the  5th  was  still  foggy  and  overcast,  hut  towards 
noon  Lieut.  Me Hugo  started  out  in  the  TC-5  in  an  attempt  to  make  Langley  Field. 
About  an  hour  and  a half  later  he  returned,  being  unable  to  get  through  the 
dense  haze  which  was  hanging  low  on  the  ground. 

At  about  3;00  o ' clock  Captain  Flood  in  the  TC-10  headed  out  for  Phillips 
Field  and  landed  there  later  in  the  afternoon, ' after  being  forced  down  by  a 
bailey  motor  about  ten  miles  from  Washington . 

Details  of  ten  men  were  again  arranged  for  to  handle  the  TC-5  during  the 
night , and  the  whole  command  was  restricted  to  the  post  so  as  to  he  available  in 
case  the  breeze  which  had.  sprung  up  became  any  fresher.  It  DID.  3y  7:00  o'clock 
the  whole  Air  Corps  Detachment  was  hanging  on  the  ropes.  It  blew,  it  rained,  it 
sleeted  and  it  snowed.  Water  ran  down  our  necks;  it  filled  our  hoots  and  \it.  made 
everything  as  uncomfortable  as  possible.  By  8:00  o'clock  the  wind  was  blowing;  / •• 
half  a gale , and  everybody  was  cold  and  wet.  ■ // 

The  cooks  got  busy,  and  at  about  S:C0  o'clock  reliefs  of  ten  men  at  a time 
were  taken  to  the  warmth  of  the  Operations  Office  and  were  fed  with  sandwiches 
and  hot  coffee.  In  the  meantime,  Major  Howard  C.  Davidson,  Post  Commander,  real- 
izing the  seriousness  of  the  situation,  had  put  in  a call  for  help  from  Fort 
Myer,  Va.  , arid  we  were  glad  to  hear  that  by  midnight  we  would  he  relieved  by  the 
Cavalry  and  Artillery  from  that'  station.  The  Navy  crews  to  the  south  of  us  were 
having  just  as  hard  a straggle  as  we  were,  and  at  about  10:30  p.m.  , the  JIT- 3 at 
the  south  end  of  the  field  rolled  over  so  far  that  the  envelope  was  torn  by  the 
windshield  on  the  forward  end  of  the  car.  In  order  to  prevent  the  envelope  from 
tearing  to  pieces,  the  rip  cord  was  pulled,  and  what  had  been  a blimp  became  a 
heap  of  fabric  flapping  in  the  wind. 

At  about  11:30  p.m.,  the  first  detachment  of  the  Artillery  arrived,  and  45 
Air  Corps  men  were  immediately  replaced  and  se.nt  in  for  hot  coffee  and  bed. 

3y  12:30  the  relief  had  been  completed,  and  by  1:00  a.m.  , all  Air  Cor^iS  men  were 
in  bed,  but  not  for  long.  At  about  3; 00  a.m.,  all  troops  were  awakened,  ordered 
to  dress  and  skand  by  on  their  beds.  At  this  time  we  learned  that  along  about 
2:30  a.m.  the  second  Navy  Id  imp,  the  JN-4,  had  become  torn  and  was  no?;  in  the 
same  shape  as  its  sister  ship.  By  4:00  a.m.  , the  wind  had  become  so  gusty  that 
Lieut.  McHiigo  decided  to  take  off.  He  cruised  around  the  field  until  about 
7:00  a.m. , when  he  landed  successfully , refueled,  and  in  a short  time  was  off 
in  the  direction  of  Langley  Field. 

The  last  of  the  blimps  we  thought  and  hoped  - hut  not  so.  On  the  evening 
of  the  6th,  about  9:00  p.m,’,  there  appeared  over  the  field  none  other  than  our 
old  friend,  the  TC-10,  flying  in  a southerly  direction, "but  making  practically 
no  headway  against  the  wind.  Ail  men  present  were,  immediately  turned  out,  and 
at  9:30  p.m.,  the  blimp  was  landed  and  anchored.  The  surface  wind  was  fairly 
strong,  but  blew  steadily  and  there  was  no  rain,  so  that  little  difficulty  or 
discomfort  was  experienced  by  the  ground  crew.  Gasoline  was  carried  out  to  the 
blimp  in  five-gallon  cans,  and  after  a conference  in  the  Operations  Office  Capt. 
Flood  decided  to  leave  for  Lakehurst.  This  he-  did  at  about  midnight,  and  he 
finally  landed  there  safely  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning. 

oOo 

a 7 i.V  ■/.<• 

DAD  FEATHER.  CURTAILS  AIR  DEMONSTRATION  FOR  INAUGURAL  VISITORS- 

All  the  elaborate  plans  for  giving  aerial  demonstrations  to  visitors  before 
and  after  the  Inauguration /ceremonies  were  brought  to  naught  by  Jupiter  pluvius, 
accompanied  by  his  half  brother,  Fog.  The  only  flying  done  by  the  Army  Air 
Corps  was  during  the  parade',  when  six  02-E.'s,  one  0-1  and  two  0-11  ?s  flew  forma- 
tion over  the  marching  throng.'  Dae  to  the  very  poor  visibility  the  formation 
was,  of  necessity,  more  or  less  loose,  in  order  to  insure  the  safety  of  those 
above  and  below. 

The  pilots  participating  in  this  formation  were  Captains  Hale,  Hasty-,:  Hoyt, 
Hunter,  Galloway  and  Phillips,-  and  Lieuts.  Longfellow," Sullivan  and  Quesada. 
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"THERE1  S' "NO  .HONOR  AMONG-  HUNTERS’* 

By  the  France  Field  Correspondent 

Copes  the  story  of  a hunting  party  that  penetrated  into  the  wilds  of 
Ohiriqui  on  the  trail  'of  the  wild  pee  dunks  and  the  rare  fillaloo  birds  which  lay 
square  eggs.  Success  beyond  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of. even  that  ever  hopeful 
nimrod,  Colonel  Fisher  of  France  Field,  the  guiding  spirit  and  prime  instigator 
of  the  occasion,  crowned  the,  efforts  .of  the  party.  A six-hundred  pound  tapir  - 
estimated,  not  weighed  - and  a bountiful  harvest  of  wild  turkeys,  not  to  mention 
three  .wampus  cats  potted  while  they  were  playing  leap-frog  in  the  moonlight, 
summed  up  the  result  . 

And  then  the  last  night  of  the  outing;  tropic  dusk  settling  down,  moon 
rising  over  the  hill,  the  campfire  flickering . cheerfully . Supper  over,  cigar- 
ettes glowing  and  "Picolo"  Pearcy  trying. for  the  steenth  time  to  retell  that 
story  from  which  he  derives  his  nickname. 

A hiss  for  quiet  from  Colonel  Fisher;  "Sh-h-h!  What 1 s that  moving  out 
there,  on  the  sandbar,' a horse?" 

Straining  eyes  focusing  on  the 'moving  bulk  sixty  yards  away  in  the  twilight 
and  a cry  from  Pearcy:  "Horse,  hell!  That’s  a tapir!"  He  leaps  for  his  trusty 
Mauser  and  is  pulling  down  on  the  target  when  Lieut.  Bob  Williams  cries:  "Wait, 
Pic,  and  give. the  Colonel  a crack  at  him!" 

"Tell  him  to  hurry  then,"  soys  Pic,  "for  if  that  mountain  cow  starts  for 
the  brush  I’m  going  to  forget  all  about  seniority  and  wham  it  to  him." 

The  Colonel,  in  great  excitement  and  striped  B.V.D.’s,  grabs  his  rifle  and 
bears  down  on  his  first  tapir.  "You  count,  Williams,  and  when  you  say  three, 
we'll  both  fire l " 

"One  - two"  but  that  was  as  far  as  it  got.  Maybe  it  was  nervousness,  and 
maybe  it  was  the  fact  that  a tauir,  especially  the  first  one,  is  a tronhy  hard 
to  resist.  At  the  count  ©f  "two"  the  Colonel  fired,  and  the  tapir  dropped.  All 
hands  rushed  to  examine  the  kill.  And  then  they  saw  that  Pic  had  not  been 
caught  napping,  for  he  had  two  advantages  - a hair  trigger  on  his  Mauser  and  an 
extensive  knowledge  of  Colonels.  He  fired  on  one  and  a half. 

— — 0C0— — 

FEW  LANDING  FIELDS  ON  LONG  ISLAND 

Although  Long  Island  consists  for  the  most  part  of  prairie  country,  the 
Mitchel  Field  Correspondent  remarks  that  it  is  surprising  how  few  fields  there 
are  available  for  landing  fields  for  service  type  airplanes.  He  explains  this 
as  being  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Island  is  under  intensive  cultivation,  nearly 
every  clear  field  being  ploughed  and  under  cultivation  for  potatoes,  cabbage, 
corn  or  cauliflower.  Pastures  which  make  good  fields  are  remarkably  few.  Of 
course,  there  are  many  small  fields  that  an  average  pilot  could  get  in  and  out 
of  with  a PT-1  or  any  small  commercial  job.,  but  for  an  0-1  or  0-11  that  is  some- 
thing else  again. 

Lieut.  Birnn,  as  pilot,  and  Captain  Bender,  as  observer,  made  an  aerial 
reconnaissance  of  the  eastern  part  of  Long  Island  the  other  day  and  found  not 
more  than  half  a dozen  possible  fields  which  a service  type  plane  could  be  flown 
in  and  out  of  consistently  without  danger. 

o0o--~ 

AERIAL  MAPPING  IN.  THE  PHILIPPINES 

Two  photographic  projects  were  recently  completed  by  the  6th  Photo  Section, 
stationed  at  Camp  Nichols,  Rizal,  P.1,,  one  for  the  Corps  of  Engineers  and  the 
other  for  the  Quartermaster  General.  Lieut.  H.R.  Wells  and  Technical  Sergeant 
Stockwell  (photographer ) mapped  the  two  Manila  north  roads  frcm  Manila  to  Dagupan 
on  the  Lingayan  Gulf,  100  miles  north.  They  made  the  flight  and  returned,  in- 
cluding the  mapping  of  100  square  miles  on  the  gulf , in  a little  over  five  hours 
flying  time.  The  film  was > developed  upon,  their  return  a.nd  the  prints  delivered 
to  the  Department  Engineer  on ' the . following  day.  On  the  same  day  Lieut.  George 
W.  Goddard, with  Staff  Sergeant  Chestnut t as  photographer,  flew  to  Baguio  and 
mapped  approximately  60  square  miles. 

oOo 

Franco  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  is-  now  the  regular  commercial  airport  for 
the  Ban  American  Airways  mail  and  passenger  planes.  Their  planes  arrive  at  this 
field  from  Miami  two  or  three  times  a week. 
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COMMERCIAL  AVIATION  IN  HAWAII 

By  the  oNews:  'Let'terYiCdr respondent- ■ 

Rapid  strides  in  the  direction  of  organizing  commercial  airlines  in  the 
Islands  rha.vo  hee.n  wide  (--v/ithin  recent  .months , 'and  the  indications  are  that  -regu- 
larly scheduled  flights  ho  tween  -the  units  of  the -group  will  he  made  within  a 
few  months ..  .. 

The  Territorial  Aeronautical  Commission  recently  voted  to  expend  $54,000 
immediately  on  the  development  of  the.  John  Rodgers  Airport,  which  is  situated  be- 
tween Luke  Field  and  Honolulu.  •.  -.The  work  of  extending  the  runway  and  construct  in- 
adequate roads  will  he  undertaken  by  the  department  of  public  works.  A fight  has 
also  been  launched  by  the  Commission  to  secure  from  the  legislature  which  is  now 
in  session,  a budget  of.  $407,000  .for  the  construction  - of  four  airuorts  on  the 
principal  islands  of  .the  group. 

Into rr- Island  Airways  , Ltd.  , the  corporation  proposed  by  the  Inter-Island 
Steam  Navigation  .'Company  to  undertake  commercial  aviation  in  the  territory,  has 
filed  articles  of  incorporation."  -Following ■ this  action  by  the  steamship  people, 
the  Hawaiian  Airways,  Ltd.,  a rival  concern  which  announced  plans  for  a commer- 
cial venture  before  the  Inter- island  entered,  the  field,  announced  that  they,  will 
shortly  submit . a proposal  for  a consolidation  of  the  two  companies. 

. Considerable:- interest  was  manifest  among  Air  Corps  off  icers'  when  it  was  an- 
nounced by  Hawaiian  Airways , Ltd.,  that  they,  were  • negotiating  with  .Captain 
Lowell  H . Smith,  around- the- world 'flyer  now  stationed  at  Wheeler;  .Field,  and  of- 
fering, him  the  position  of  Operating  Manager.'  No  'Army  officers  are' known  to  havi 
been,  approached  by  the  Inter- Island  .folks , however.  Stanley  C.  Kennedy,.  General 
Manager  of  the.  Inter- Island  Company,  and  Assistant ' C-e no ral  Manager  of  the.  Steam- 
ship Company,  stated  to  the  News  Letter  Correspondent  sometime  ago  that  one  or 
more  officers  of  . the  Air  Corps  who  are  now  serving  or  have  served  in;  Hawaii , will 
be  asked  to  affiliate  with  them;  in' an.  official' capacity.  No  particular  officer 
was  then  being  considered,  he  said.  ' ■:"'" 

Colonel,  p ..if.  Smoot , Chairman,  of  the-  Territorial  Aeronautical  Commission,  re- 
cently announced  the  personnel  of-  six  committees  ' to  handle  the  activities  of  that 
body.  This  action  followed  immediately  after  hid  return  from  the  mainland  where 
he  spent  several  weeks  making  a study  of ■■  commercial  lines  and  airports. 

-, — 0O0 


A L I S APPC I NTMSNT  FOR  THE  DEFENSE  COUNSEL 

Young  officers  at  .Mit  quel -.Field,  Long  Island,  N.Y.,  are  required  to  collabo- 
rate .their  study  of  Military  Law  in- -the  Garrison -School -'with  -attendance  at  a 
trial  before  the  General  Court - Martial  at  .that  Station.  Recently  a dozen  or  so 
of  these  And  Lieutenants  aft-ended,  as.  .'spectators,  - ai  larceny  -trial  in  which  one 
of  the  .articles.,  alleged  stolen  -was  a revolver  owned-' -by -a  -soldier.  Interest  was 
beginning  to  lag;  apd  .the  trial  dragged  along' without  any- unusual  incident' when 
the  following  occurred:  . . . : . I,’ 

Q..  (By  Defense  Counsel)  Fnere  did  you  buy  the  pistol?  • 

. A.  (By  pistol'  s owner)  I got  it. when  T wad  ih  the  (mentioning  a.  prominent 
South. American  country)  Navy,.  It- was-,  the-  revolver  issued  to  us  there. 

■Q,.  Weren' f .you  required-  to  hand  • it  in'uuon  discharge? 

A.  I wasn't  discharged.  I beat  it  from  that  Navy  and  took  the  revolver 
with.  me. 

Q.  (The  Defense,  all  attention,  scenting  possible  desertion  and  hence  not 
ownership  of  pistol  by  soldier  specified  as '■ its  owner)  You  beat  it  without 
being  discharged?  Why? 

A.  They  had  a new  president -..down  -there',  so-  we-  all  had  to  beat  it.  We 
didn't  have  time  to  be  - discharged.  .1.5'  - ■ • 

. ■ • -f— oOo — A.-  ’■  "h-'k.'  . 


The  Chula  Vista  Chamber  -of  Commerce,  offered- -the  War  Department,  through.. 
Congressman.  Phil . D . Swing.  215  acres  of-  the  Chamber's  industrial  lands  for.  a.  site 
for  the  new  Army  Air  Depot  . in  case,  of  removal-,  of ' the -Air  Depot  from  Rockwell 
Field.  Accompanying  the  formal  offer 'of  the  chamber-owned  land1  was  a certified 
copy  of .a  resolution  passed  by : the  Chula  Vista  board  of  trustees  calling  an  elec- 
tion to  vote  a $100,000  bond  issue  to  dredge  and.  fill  portions  of  192  acres 'which 


the  City  of  Chula  Vista  will  also  offer  the  -War  Department.  The  two  parcels  of 
land  will  comprise  an  area  of  40:7.  acres  which  will  afford -the.  only  site  for  a nov 

Air  Deuot'  and  repair  -base.-  ' ....  v.  ,•  ' 
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COOLING  PH0CES3  FOR  AVIATION  ENGINES 


A cooling  proca.su;  •rRi-^u^csxa'btedly  v;ill  revolutionize  the* ^operation  of  all 
aircraft  equipped.  wi to  •■'pter^epolod  eiyines  Las  -been  developed,  at  ’the  •laborato- 
ries of  the  -Army .Air  Coras.  Materiel  Division  at  Tfright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio.  The 
‘exact  'combination  of  the  chemical  formula  of  this  • cooling;  agency,'  which  is  a 
liquid,  'has.  not  boor  ita.de  public,  as  yet  'beyond  - the  fact  that  it  can  be  .bought  in 
the,  open  market.  at  relatively  roo.sonable  prices. 

, .Ebtper.ime.nts  conducted  in  blood  tests  on  various  airplane  .engines  by  Army 
Air  Corps  engineers  voiding  under  the  general  suoervision  of  Brigadier- General 
'William  E.  Gillmoro,  Chief  of  the.  Materiel  Division,  have  produced  the  following 
pertinent  advantages  of  this  cooling  fluid  as  a substitute  for  water  in  the  type 
of  engine  used  in  Air  Corps  pursuit  planes . 

1.  Only  four  and  a half  gallons  of  the  chemical  cooler  are  needed  in  place 
of  about  16  gallons  of  water  -"a. reduction  of  34  pounds . 

2.  The  decreased  quantity  of  cooling  fluid  permits  the  use  of  a radiator 
one-fourth  the  size  of  the  type  now  in:  us-e  - a saving  of  nearly  40  pounds . 

3,.  The  combined  reduction  in.  cooling  fluid  and  radiator  weight  as  well  as 
in  radiator  surface,  not  alone  moans  that  more  than  100  pounds  of  dead  weight  is 
transformed  into  useful  load  but  .also  that  the  parasite  resistance  of  the  radia- 
tor - wh|cn  often,  represents  2.0,  percent  of  the  total  resistance  of  the  ship  - 
has  been  materially  reduced,  with  a resultant  increase  in  speed,  estimated  at 
11  miles  per  hour.  : 

4.  Inasmuch  as  the  temperature  of  the  cooling  fluid  must  rise  to  387  de- 
grees fahrenheit  before  it  readies  the  boiling  noint  (water  boils  at  2127)  it 
permits  airplane  .-motors,  to  .be  operated  at  snoeds  far  in  excess  .of  the  limits 
permitted  in  water-cooled  systems.  A 50-hour  test  was  recently  conducted  at 
Wright  Field.  During  that  period' the  speed  of  -the  motor  was  so  high  that  the 
temperature  of  the  cooling- liquid  rose  to  300°,  but 'without  any  apparent  injuri- 
ous effect  to  the  motor.  Heretofore  ISO3  has  -been  the  ordinarily  accepted  maxi- 
mum.. 

"The  discovery  of  this  important  cooling  fluid  will  not  be  kept  secret," 
said  Assistant  Secretary  of  T7ar  F.  Trabee  Davison,  in  charge  of  Army  aviation. 
"General  Gillnore  informs  me'  that  actual  flying  tests  are  to  be  made  at  Dayton 
at  an  early  date  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  data  showing  actual  performance 
vhile.  in  flight.  If  these  benefits  turn'  out  to  be  as  great  in  practice  as 
tests  on : the.  .ground  indicate  they  will  be,  the  Army  Air  Corps  will  have  made 
another  groat  contribution  to  the  general  Progress  of  aviation. 

The  chief  handicap. of  water-cooled  engines- so  far  las  been  the  added  weight 
of  their  cooling  element,  as  well  as  the  head  resistance  of  their  radiator 
equipment.  A 75  percent  reduction  in  this  weight  and  resistance  will  enable 
airplanes,  to  carry  greater  loads  at  greater  speeds  or  with  more  economy  of  fuel 
consumption.-  For  military  airplanes-  this  means  increased  performance;  for  com- 
mercial aircraft,  greater  -payloads.  It  -may  even  be  possible  to  eliminate  radia- 
tor .resistance  entirely  by  placing  the  radiator  in  the  wing  of  the  ship.  This 
type  of  .radiation  has  been  tried  before  but  never  with  entirely  successful  re- 
sults ahd  due  mostly  to  the  large  radiatd'r  surface  required.  Now,  with  a pro- 
mise of  a 75  percent  reduction  in  this  respect,  it  is  quite  possible  that  wing 
skin  radiators  may  be  perfected  for  ordinary  use.  Tests  on  pursuit  planes  have 
shown  that  wing  skin  radiators,  increas’e-  the  speeds  of  those  ships  about  15  miles 
an  hour . 

If  the  chemical  cooling  fluid'  Is  f found  to  be  as  effect ive..  as  Army  Air  Corps 
experts  predict  it  will  be , : only  minor  changes -will  "be  necessary  to.ada.pt  water- 
cooled  motors  for  its  use.  Also.,  this'  dis cove ry; opens  the  door  for. liquid- 
cooled  motors  of  greater  horsepower  thafo "those  now  in  use . The  water-cooled 
power  plant,  lias  so-  far  been  -limited'  in  size , because  increased  power  meant 
heavier  and  more  bulky  cooling  systems." 

ic"-  --.-oOo- — -'  -:-:J  •' 

-r LIEUT x 'IRVINE  PERFORMS  COMMENDABLE  ACT 

• ■ i y ' • ..  

A crowd  of  people  -ore venting  him  from  choosing  a safe  landing  on  the  sands 
of  Pasay  Beach,  Lieut.  C.S.  Irvine,  of  Clerk  Field,  P.I.,  flying  a PT7-9C  pur- 
suit plane,  purposely  landed  in  the  water.  His  action  in  refusing  to  risk  the 
lives  of  bystanders  - although  he  might  have  done  so  without  killing  anybody 
and  without  risking  his  own  neck  - brought  him  much  favorable  commend.  Lieut. 
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Irvine  had  flown  to  Manila  for  the  Annual  Carnival  of  the  phi  limine  Islands, 
with  five  others  .from  Clark  Field.  They  joined  16  planes  from  Camp  .Nichols  and 
did  some  . stunt  inf  for  the  croud.  The  pla.no  developed  trouble  and,  before  he 
could  reach  Camp  Nichols,  the  engine  quit  altogether.  He  had  not  sufficient  al- 
titude to  glide  to  the  field.  He  kept  the  plane  in  the  air  as  long  as  possible, 
then  picked  a snot  some  20  feet  from  the  shore,  landing  with  an  awful  splash. 

The  airplane  did  a "ground  loop"  , vent  up  on  its  nose  and  over  on  its  hack, 
pinning  Lieut.  Irvine  in- the  cockpit.  He, crawled  out,  however,  and  in  spite  of 
the  shock  of  landing  at  high,  speed,  suffered  nothing  more  than  a bruised  leg. 

The  plane  was  smashed  beyond  reoair. 

oOo  — 

NAVAL  OFFICER  PRAISES  AIR  CORPS  COOPERATION 

. Combined  maneuvers  were  completed  the  latter  part  of  February,  and  the 
Panama  Canal  Department  Air  Force  immediately  started  maneuvers  with  the  various 
arms  of  the  service  stationed  in 'the  Canal  Tone,  anti-aircraft  searchlight 
tracking  being  one  of  the  fopemost  duties. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  the  Commander- in- Chief  of  the  United 
Sta.tes  Fleet  in  connection  with  work  done  by  the  Amy  Air  Corps  during  the  Naval 
Ai r c r af  t Maiieu  ve  r s : 

"Commanding  Officer,  France  Field,  C.Z. 

Following  received. for  your  information  from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  U.S. 
Fleet:  Quote  0028  nineteen  Fleet.  The  extensive  operations  of  aircraft  during 
Problem  Uine  and  U.S.  Fleet  exercises  have  terminated  without  attending  loss  of 
life  or  injury  to  personnel.'  The  Commander  in  Chief,  U.S.  Fleet,  considers 
that  this  record  of  achievement  points 'to  thoroughness  in  training, - skill  in 
operation,  unrelenting  diligence  and  strict  adherence  to  safety  precautions. 

Commandant  Fifteenth  Naval  District." 

oOo 

FLOOD  LIGHTS  TESTED  AT  ROLLING  FIELD' 

Two  typos  of  airmort  flood  lights  were  recently  tested  at  Dolling  Field, 
Anacostia,  D.C.,  and.  found  satisfactory . On  March  12th  a General  Electric  Type 
ALH  Airport  Flood  Light,  equipped  with  eight  3,000-watt  lamps,  was  used.  Major 
Davidson,  Captains  Do very.  Dinger,  Lieut s.  Dayley,  Myers,  Lawton,  Hopoin, 
Longfellow  and  Horriok  as  pilots,  with  press  representatives  and  experts  from 
the  General  Electric  Company  as  passengers,  made  the  tests. 

On  the  following,  right  two  Air  Corps  Type  A- 6 Flood  Lights  were  used,  one 
being  located  near  post  headquarters  and  the  other  at  the  south  end  of  the 
field.  Tests  were  made,  by  Lieut s.  Longfellow,  Merrick  and  Stranathlan,  the  pas- 
sengers being  members  of  the  press  and  Mr.  Hardy,  of  the  Materiel  Division  at 
Wright  Field.  Those  lights  wore  also  found  to  be  very  satisfactory,  but  Mr. 
Hardy  considered  that  they  wore  mounted  somewhat  too  low. 

oOo 

. POST  SCHOOLS  FOR  ENLISTED  MBIT  PROVE  A SUCCESS 

The  beneficial  results  of  post  schools  for  enlisted  men  were  particularly 
evident  at  Luke  Field,  T.H.„,  where  more  than  fifty  men  successfully  passed  ex- 
aminations and  received  Air  Mechanic  ratings  since  the  school  opened.  A large 
class  is . expected  to  take 'the  examinations  again  in  June  of  this  year,  and  in- 
structors are  certain  that  a high  percentage  of  the  men  will  acquit  themselves 
creditably. 

The  Post  Library  completed  arrangements  for  additional  books  for  the 
Traveling  Library,  thus  placing  a 'large  list  of  books,  both  fiction  and  non- 
fiction, at  the  disposal  of  the  enlisted  men.  The  thousands  of  volumes  in  the 
old  library  were  completely,  rearranged  and  catalogued  so  as  to  give  the  best 
possible  service  to  tlie  borrower.  J" 

oOO — — 

. : . ••  . . - . 

. . HER  CLASS  FOR  THE  AIR  CORPS  ENGINEERING  SCHOOL 

Twelve  Air  Corps  officers  have  thus  for  been  assigned  by  War  Department 
orders  to  ire  oof  t not  later  than  July  1,  1929,  to  the  Commandant  of  the  Air  Corps 
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Engineering  School,  Wright  Field.,  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  assignment  to  duty  as 
students,  viz:  O'a-ytain  Thoosc  E.  Till-inghasV,  1st  Lieuts',  Albert  C.  Foulk,  Albert 
F.  Hcgeriberger , -Charles  'D.  McAllister,  ' Dudley'  W .-  Watkins,  William.  IT.  Arsis  and 
Eugene  L.  Eubank,  of  Wright  Field;  1st  Lietxts.  Orvai  1.-  Cook  and  Arthur  W. 
Fanaman,  of  Lrooks  Field,  -Texas ; 1st  Lieut.  Alden  E.  Cranford,  Self ridge  Field; 
1st  Lieut.  Harlan  T . McCormick,  March  Field;  and  1st  Lieut.  Paul  H.  Ke inner, 
Mitchel  Field. 


Oo— 


b:  " ..id  . ' - ■ 

HEW  STUDEHTS  FOE  THE  A IE  COEPS  TACTICAL  SCHOOL 


Under  Suecial  Orders  of  the  Tar  Department , recently  issued,  the  following- 
■ named  Air  Corps  officers  will  he  relieved  from  their  present  duties  and  report 
•not  later  than  August  25,  1929,  to  the  GOnr.ian.dant  of  the  Air  Corps  Tactical 
School,  Langley  Field,  7a.,  for  duty  as  students,  vis: 

Major  George  E . ■ Stia.tcmeyer,  U S.  Military  Academy,  West  Point,  H.Y. 

lhjor-;  Benjamin  G.  Weir,  Procurement  Planning  Eoprosentative , lieu  York  City. 

Major  Ear  ton  KV  Yount,  Assistant  Military  Attache  ,•  Paris  , France. 

Captain  Frederick  I.  Eglin,  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas. 

Captain  Harrison  W . Flic-ringer,  Air  Cor  os  Eepres  ontat  i ve  in  Charge  of 
Inspection  and  Procurement  Activities,  Buffalo,  H.Y.  , and  vicinity. 

Captain  John  I.  Moore,  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

Major  Henry  J .F.  Miller,  Langley  Field,  7a. 

Captain  Charles  ?.  Clark,  Langley  Field,  7a. 

Captain  Eos s G.  Hoyt,  Off ice-  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  Washington,  D.C. 

1st  Lieut.  Arthur  If.  Ladd,  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  Washington,  D.C. 

1st  Lieut.  John  D.  Parker,  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  Washington,  D.C. 

1st  Lieut-  Bober t J.  Brown,  Jr.,  'Langley  Field,  7a. 

1st  Lieut.  Orville  L . Stephens , Mitchel  Field,  H.Y. 

1st  Lieut.  Charles  ;McK.  Robinson,  Infantry  School,  Fort  Penning,  Ga. 

— -oOo- — 

WAE' DEPAETM3NT  OEBHES  AFF3CTIFG  AIE  COEPS  OFFICERS 

Changes  of  Station:  Captain'  Roger  S'.'  McCullough,'  student  Air  Corps  Tactical 
School,  Langley  Field,  7a. , to  March  Field,  Calif.,  sailing  from  H.Y.  July  23d. 

1st  Lieut.  Dayton  D.  Watson,  Brooks  Field,  to  Fort  Hayes,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
for  duty  as  Instructor,  National  Guard. 

Captain  Lawrence  P.  Hickey  to  Post  Field,  Okla.  upon  completion  foreign 
service. 

1st  Lieut.  Yinceht  J.  Meloy  to  Militia  Bureau,  Washington,  D.C.  p upon  com- 
pletion tour  of  duty  in  tile  Phi li-r-5 dries  . 

Major  Norman  Wg  Peek,  upon  completion  of  present  course  of  instruction  at 
Ai r Co rp £ "Tactical  S ch qol,  to  Lang 1 oy  Fi eld,  7a . , for  dut y . 

Captain  Morris  Borman,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  to  Walter  Eeed  General 
Hospital,  Washington,  D.C. , for  observation  and  treatment. 

Captain  Albert  M.  Guide ra,  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College,  College 
Station,  Texas,  to  Panama  Canal  Zone,  sailing  from  Hew  York  about  July  11,  1929. 

1st. Lieut-  Iciah  Davies , Eichards  Field,  Mo.,  to  Bolling  Field,  D.C. 

1st  Lieut.  Cornelius  J.  Keriney,  March  Field,-  to  Richards  Field,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  for  duty  with  Organized  Reserves,  7th  Corps  Area,  effective  May  1st. 

1st  Lieut.  Samuel  C.  Eaton,  Jr.,  Chanute  Field,  111.,  to  Pittsburgh,  pa., 
for  duty  with  Organized  deserves,  relieving  Captain  Thomas  S.  Foss,  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Charute  Field'  for  'duty . • 

Captain  Douglas  Johnson,  upon  completion  of  present  course  of -instruction, 
Air  Corps  Tactical  School,'  Langley':-Field,  to  duty  at  that  field. 

Captain  Wm.  7.  Andrews,  Langley  Field,  to  duty  as  Secretary  and  Instructor, 
Air  Corps  Tactical  School. 

Captain  Edwin  J.  House,  Instructor,  Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  Langley 
Field,  to  Mitchel  Field,  H.Y.  g 

1st  Lieuts.  Charles  Backes , Chanuie  Field;  Phillips  Melville  and  Wm.  C. 
Morris,  Langley  Field,  7a.,  and  Edwin  E.  Page,  Wright  Field,  to'  Philippines , 
sailing  from  Hew  York  about  August  20th.  ■' 

Captain  Charles  T.  Phillips',  Office  Chief  'Militia  Bureau,  Washington,  D.C., 
to  infantry  School,  Fort  Penning,  Ga. , not  'later  than  Sept.  17,  1929,  for  duty 
as  student,  advanced  officers  course,  1929-1930. 
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Promotions;  • Captain-'  Lloyd 'IT.  Kooslin; ;''£o' 1 Major,  rank  from  March  11,  1929. 

. ‘'1st  Lieut.  AobirMA . " Day  to  Cants  in,  rank  from  March  8,  1929. 

' 1st. Lieut.  Aaron  2.:  Jones  to  Captain,  rank  from  March  2,  1929. 

2nd  Lieut.  Lloyd  .10.  Huntin'-  to  1st  Lieut.,  rank  iron  March  15,  1929. 

Po si. -nation;  2nd  Lieut.  David  Mo r rah  Hackman. 

Pol i eyed  from  detail to  the ■ Air  Corps ; 2nd  Lieut.  Richard  H.  Middled rooks 

to  Infantry,  2nd  Division,  Port  San  Houston,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut.  Henry  L.  Flood  to-  Infantry,  2nd  Div. , Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut.  Albert  S.  Laron  to  13th  Coast  Artillery,  Fort  barrancas,  Fla. 

2nd  Lieut.  Harry  C.  Larte-r,  dr.  to  Field  Art.,  2nd  Div.  Ft.  Sam  Houston. 

2nd  Lieut.  Robert  Wiesenauer  to  Infantry  2nd  Div.  Ft.  San  Houston,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut.  Geo rye  1.  Baker  to  Infantry,  2nd  Div.,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut.  Charles  F.  Howard  to  5th  Infantry,  Jefferson  barracks , Mo. 

2nd  Lieut.  Paul  A.  Leahy  to  Philippines  for  duty  with  Coast  Artillery  Corps 

2nd.  Lieut.  Lillian  H.  Hennig  to  Hawaiian  Dept-,  for  duty  with  Coast  Artiller 
■ Deta.iled  to  Air  Corns  and  to  brooks  Field,  July  1,  1929,  for  training: 

2nd  Lieut s.  Frank  T.  Ostenberg,  Coast  Artillery  Corps;  James  A.  Channon, 
Field  Artillery;  Fred  0.  Tally,  Infantry. 

-- — oCo 

GOLF  III  THE  PHILIPPINES 

Lieut.  A.  Shea , Air  Corps’,  recently  played  five  rounds  of  golf  at  the  Fort 
McKinley  course  for  an  average  of  -oar.  On  February  9th  he  shot  a 65  and  follow- 
ed it  .the  next  day  with  a.  65’.  These  scores  made  him  the- winner  of  the-  Fort 
McKinley  -handicap  -tournament.  In  his  next  three  times  he  shot  a 66,  65  and 
finished  with  a 64.  : His  score  for  February  18th  follows ; 
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So  far  this  season  Lieut  . Shea  has  won  the"  Army  Tournament  of  the  Philip- 
pine Department  and  was  medalist  in  same.  He  was  runner  up  in  the  Philippine 
Open  and  tied  for  medalist  in  the  Philippine:  Open. 

Of.  the  36  officers  stationed,  at  Oam-o  "ilchols , . P . I . , about  25  can  be  counted 
on  at  almost  any  time  - to  vlay  .ab  game.  To  provide-  a 'course  of-  competition,  all 
players  are  laddered  as  to  their  score  and  no  person  can  challenge  another-' un- 
less he  be:  one  or  two  higher'  on  the' ladder.  Much  friendly  rivalry  has  been  the 
result  and  also  much  exercise.  To  hear  the  various  discussions  one  would  think 
Bobbie  Junes  had' better  look  to  his  laurels  - but  a’  glimpse  a-t  the  various 
scores  allays  any  such  thoughts.  And  the  alibis  "I  almost  had  him  in  the  loth 
bub, 11  that’s  common.  As  .a  result  of  all  this  interest  a.  small  nine-hole  putting- 
course  was  started  at  Camp  Nichols:  with  the  ultimate  end- ire  view  of  .enlarging  it. 
■So  far  there  are  some,  few  who  do  not  take  kindly  to 'the  sport,  but  it  won’t  be 
long  bef ore  they  too  will  fall  in  line. 

: l ' . I — f -oOo- — : -m:  -.  i: 
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KIHDLDY  FIELD  PEBSOFi-IEL  TPuiHSFERRSD  TO  CAMP  NICHOLS 

. .N.  J,.  '•  ig  - ...  ■ : • ••  '■  • « 

. Orders  were  received  on  February  12th  transferring -Flight  "A",  2nd  Observa- 
tion Squadro.il,  Kindley  Field,'  to-  . Gamp  Hi cho lag  Rizal,  Pel. ; said  move  to  be  com- 
pleted April  1st . A very  fine.- two-story  -set . of.  barracks..'  is  being  constructed 
at  the  north  end  of  Camp  Nichols  to  receive. the  Fli  ;ht.  M..  In  years  gone  by  such 
a move  has  beer:  contemplated^  but  now  it..*  does  appear , - and  Kindley  Field  admits, 
that  such  --Ians  are  likely  t-O' become  an  actuality . J o>' 

: v • --- — oOo — -A  ..  ui  . 

•»-.  , .*  . . . ...  , -I 

,i  • • r V 

The  concentration  of  the  5.1st  and  62nd ’ Regiments , Coast  Artillery  Corps,  at 
Fort  Story,  Va.  , during  the  period  April  1st  to.  May  3rd.,  has  been  approved- by 
the  War  .Department . lit  addition  to  the  regular  practice  ana- record  firing,  it 
is  proposed  to  conduct  special  firing:,  using  gliders  as  targets,  during  the 
latter  -part  of  this  period.  Five  target  gliders  will  be  shipped  to  Langley 
Field,  Fa.,  for  use  in  anti-aircraft  tests'.  Planes  from  the  9th  Observation 
Group,  Mitchel  Field,  N.I. , will  be  used  for  launching  these  gliders  during' 

the  tests . . f "MI  , ■ • - ! - ■ 
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HOTES  FR OK  M2  COUPS  FIELDS 
Lan "ley  Field,  Hampton,  Va..  . March  lat. 

Headquarters  2nd  Zombardnerifr  Croup  - Dy  Lt . Howard  E.  Hall,  Air  Deserve. 

Fne  training  program  is  still  rather  'behind.  The  first  period  is  rapidly 
dratin.  to  a close,  and  part  of  the  second  period  is  being:  carried  on  at  this 
tine,  with  the  continual  flow  of  LD~5A's  from  the  Aero  Repair,  where  the  tails 
are  beinr  reinforced,  the  training;  program  will  soon  be  up  to  date. 

First  Lieut.  Lillian  J.  Hanlon,  assigned  to  the  59th  Service  Squadron,  is 
on  D.S.  enroute  from  Manila,  ?.I.  : * 

Second  Lieut.  Chas . Sugg*  • ir  Deserve,  was  assigned  to  the  49th  Donib.  Sodri. 
for  14  days'  active  duty,  .which  terminated  February  15th. 

Second  Lieut.  ’Lillian  Dentley,  Air  Deserve,  was  assigned  to  the  49th  Dorib. 
Squadron  for  active  duty  until  June  50,  1929. 

•Tech.  Set , Samuel  J.  Davis  (Enlisted  -allot)  was  promoted  to  Master  Sergeant 
and  transferred  to  the  15th  Ohs.  Squadron,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 

The  following-named  enlisted  men  received  promotions  since  January  1,  1929: 
Promotions  made  by  Chief  of  Air  Corps:  Staff  Sgt . Craine , 58th  Sqdn.  to  Tech. 

Sgt . , 59th  Sqdn.;  Staff  Set . McGhee,  20th  Sqdn.  to  Tech.  Sgt.,  49th  Sqdn. ; Tech. 
Sft . Turner,  49th  Sqdn.,  to  Master  Sgt.  20th  Sqdn.;  Staff  Sgt.  Kendrick,  96th 
Sqdn.,  to  Tech.  Sgt .,  49  th  Squadron. 

Promotions  made  by  Group  Commander : To  grade  of  Sergeant  - Eston  E.  Selvey 
and  Maurice  E.  Henry,  20th  Sqdn.;  Henry  H.  Young,  59th  Sqdn.;  Wn.  ¥. Wilkinson, 
9Sth  Sqdn.;  to  1st  Sgt.-  Charles  E.  Atkins,  96th  Sqdn.;  To  Staff  Sgt . - Dwight  M. 
Capps  and  Don ''J.  Whiteside,  96th  Sqdn.;  Albert  Spade,  20th  Sqdn.;  To,  Corporal  - 
Fred  Cook,  'Martin  D.  Mannion,  John  L.  Melius,  John  ¥.  Watson,  Roy  White,  59th 
Sqdn.;  Cornelius  Dunner,  20th  Sqdn.,  and  Edward  H.  Pearson,  96th  Squadron. 

The  following- named  personnel  have  been  ordered  to  Panama : From  2nd  Domb . 
Group : Private  James  K.  Weston;  from  20th  Domb.  Sqdn.  : Privates  James  W.Dannister 
Frank  M.  Uriah,  William  D.  Hayes,  Joseph  G.  Kury , Joseph  Hopkins,  Henry  ?.  Doy, 
Russell  Jenkins,  Victor  D.  Josey,  Homer  J.  Kna;  ey,  Zolton  J.  Phillips;  from  49th 
Lomb.  Sqdn.  - Privates  Charles  E.  Alhiser,  Doy  T.  Goldmorth,  Hansom  A.  Johnson, 
Daniel  J.  Smith,  Maurice  P.  Fishell,  Joseph  S.  Higgins,  Harry  F.  Shadel,  Fred  H. 
Weber;  From  96  th  Domb.  Sqdn.  - privates  James  L.  Floor.,  Jacob  Dutko , Charles  E. 
Mathews,  Clifford  F.  Plowman,  Clarence  J.  Durnett,  Aaron  Gilmore,  Ralph  A-.  * p 

Mensch,  Arthur  M.  Zi.ndle;  from  59th  Service  5 madron  - Privates  Thomas  Doatman, 
Anthony  DeMark,  Harold  Fe-in,  Clarence  Lackey,  Karl  A.  Pillow,  Samuel  D.  Watson, 
Francis  ¥.  Caldwell,  Paul  F.  Durkey,  George  E.  Farrell,  Roy  T,  Huber,  Clarence  M. 
Moyer,  Ellsworth  S.  Stark,  George  Zimmerman. 

The  following  is  a list  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  2nd  Domb.  Croup 
who  participated  in  cross-country  flights  during  the  month  of  February:  Lieut. 
Fair,  pilot,  with  .Lieut.  Durnside,  in  0-11,  to  Atlanta,  Ga.  Feb.  1st;  Lieut.  Fail 
with  Lieut.  Geer,  in  0-11,  to  Dolling  Field,  Feb.  4th;  Lieut.  Fair,  pilot,  with 
W.O.  Dradshav,  Capts.  Reed  and  Hale,  Sgts.  Malloy  and  York,  Lieut s.  Duie  and 
Kirkendahl  to  Mitchel  Field,  in  C 2-A,  to  Mitchel  Field,  Feb.  7th;  Capt . Sellers, 
pilot,  with  Lieuts.  Deaton,  Dlaufuss,  Lieut.  Hackman,  Sgt.  Catteris,  Privates 
Ruth  and  MacDonald  and  Mr.  MacAvoy,  to  Mitchel  Field,  in  C 2-A,  Feb.  8th;  Lieut. 
Thomas  with  Lieut.  Vaughan,  to  Mitchel  Field,  in  0-11,  Feb.  8th;  Lieut.  Hall, 
with  pvt.  Delevan,  to  Dolling  Field  in  PT-1 , Feb.  8th;  Lieut...  Dentley  with  Lieut. 
Sugg,  to  Richmond,  Va.  .,-  in  PT-1,  Feb.  14th;  Lieut.  Peyton  .with  Lieut.  Sugg  to 
Richmond,  Va.  in.  PT-1,  February  15th. 

Private  James  F.  Weston,  transferred  to  this  organization  from  the-  19th  Air- 
ship Company,  Feb.'  1st,  volunteered  for  foreign  service  in  Panama  Canal  Depart- 
ment, and  left  for  Fort  Slocum,  H.Y.  , Feb’.  16th.  . 

Captain  Ernest  Clark  was  transferred  from  the  59th  Service  Sqdn.  and  attach- 
ed to  this  organization  on  February  16th. 

20th  bombardment  Squadron  - Ey  Lt . M.M.  Durnside:  Tech.  Sgt-.  C.G.  D rant  ley 
and  Sgt.  E.E.  Selvey  returned  to  the  Sqdn.  Feb.  15th  from  the  Keystone  Aircraft 
Corp.,  where  they  have  been  receiving  instructions  on  the  LD-7  for  the  oast  two 
weeks.  It  is  stated  by  both  men  that  their  knowledge  of  the  LD-7  was  increased 
by  their  visit  to  the  factory. 

Eight  privates  of  this  organization.,  transferred . to  Panama,  left  Feb.  16th 
for  Norfolk  to  take  the  boat  to  Few  York,  leaving  there  Feb.-  21st  on  the  Army 
Transport.  ’g  ....  • • 
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The  Squadron's  flying  activities*  .the  past  week  were  somewhat  handicapped  "by 
the  weather,  hut  with  a break  we  hope  to  complete  the  First  Period  Training  Pro- 
gram within  a week.  • ••  . " • ’ ,:b 

19th  Airship  Company  - by  Lieut.  M.E.  McHugo : Very  good  flying  weather  pre- 
vailed during  the.  greater  part  of  the.  past- week,  and  a number  of;  training, patrol 
and  cross-country  flights  were  made.  ■ ;*  : 

On  February  12th  a cross- country-  training  and  reconnaissance  flight  to 
Polling  Field  was  - made  in  the  TC- 10-254,  . While  there,  two  training  flights  with 
Majors  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  as  pilots  were  made.  Airship  returned  at  5:20  p.ra. 

The  .TC-5  was  . piloted  on  a cross-country  training  flight  to  Lolling  Field  on 
Feb.  15 til.  While  at  Lolling  training  flights  with  Map o r Kennedy  and  Lieut. 
Williams  as  pilots  were  made.  The  return  flight  to  Langley  was  made  through  a 
dense  fog,  rain  and  darkness, -hut  the  ship  came  through  safely.  'Major  Kennedy 
and  Lieut.  "Williams  returned  to  Langley  on  the  ship.  On  the.  same  date  the  TC-10 
with  Capt.  t7m.  J . Flood  in  comi.Ta.nd  left  for  Lakehurst,  IT. J.  oh  a coast  patrol, 
navigation  and  communication  flight 

On  February  18th  the  TC-5,  with.  Lieut.  M.S.  McKugo  in  command,  flew  to 
Richmond, and  return  on. a photographic  mission.  A' landing  was  made  at  Lyrd  Field, 
and  Mayor  bright  of  Richmond  boarded  the  ship  and  .made  the  return - flight  tP  ' 
■Langley..,  ■ : -w  •'  , ■ 

After  a slow  start  , the  basketball  tea.iw.of  the.  19th  filially -hit  lisbsttide 
and  is  tied  for  first  place  with  the  96th*. 20th  and  A.C.T.S.  Detachment.  .On 
.Monday  the  . 19th  won  over  the  A.G  .T  .S  43  to  22,  and  on  Feb.  21st  . the  96th  and 
19th,  wore- scheduled  to  meet  in  one  of  the  deciding  games  of  the  League.  :2f  the 
19th  continues  -to  hold  the  pace  set , recently,  we  expect  to  have  another  cup  for 
our  Trophy  Giles  t.  v,.  ; 

During 'the  last  .week  in  February  the  two  TC  ships  operated  by  this  organiza- 
tion had  a. total  of  53  aircraft  hours  and  227  man  hours.  The  missions  included 
coast  patrol  and  .cross-country  flights  to  Lakehurst,  II.  J.,  .Lolling  Field,  and 
Fort  Hoyle  g':Md.  1.  ’.  , . ’ - . . .•  ■.  ..p  ■ ' .:.-..V;. 

Oh  Feb.  15  th,  the  -TC-10  was-  flown  to  "Lakehurst , , ;q'n  a coast  patrol,  navi- 

gation, and  communicat  ion  mission.  While  at  Lakehurst  'the  ship  .was  - flown  by  Col. 
C.G..  Hall  as  part  of  the.  training  for. officers  attached  to.fthis.  organization  for 
flying  duty.  - The  ship  returned  to  Langley  Field  on  the  19th,'  . •/  •.  j.'. 

’The  TC-5, . with,  Capt.  Wrn.  J.-  Flood,  in  command,  .was- , 'flown  to  Washington , D'.  C. 
on  Feb’.  2.4th , for  the.  purpose  of  carrying  out  tests  in  radio  reception  and  broad- 
casting from  an  .airship.  These  tests  mre.  in  the  nature  of  preparation  for  the 
'Presidential  Inauguration  program  on'-. March  4th,  when  it  wa.s  scheduled  .to,  take L 
movie  "talkies"  of-  the' parade  , -as -well  as*  broadcast  .the:  most  Interesting. .features 
of  it'.  " ...  .....  - . • Lb 

The  19th  basketball,  squad  lost  a close-  game,  to  the  49th  on  the  24th' by  the 
score.,  .of  19  to  18,.  The  loss  of.  this  game  practically -eliminates  the;  19th- as  a 
championship  contender.  ....  • ■ :b.  v.  Ib  • ' ' 

’ As  ston  as  weather  permits,  the  basketball  team  will  be  organized,  and  with 
most  of  last  year's  veterans . still . in  the* fold  we  expect  to  again  make  a clean 
sweep  of  the  inter- squadron,  games-.  ■ ■ - ; ...  b 

59th  Service  Squadron  - Lt . G-o  o rve  ■ 2 . G-oer:.;2nd  Id  out . . George  2.  Geer  as- 
sumed command  of  this  organization,  vice  Capt-..  Ernest. -Clark,  transferred  to  2nd 
bombardment  Group  Headquarters.  »*• 

The  C-2A  Trans  port-  returned , from  -Cross  .country  tO.'  Mitchel  Field,  Feb.  11th. 
95th  bombardment  Squadron-^  by:  Lieut.  Ernest  G.  Schmidt:  .Staff  Sgt.  Kendrick 
was  promoted  to  Tech.  Sgt.  Feb.  11th  and  transferred  to  the  49th  bomb.  Scan. 

Sgtb  Capps  was  promoted  to  Staff  Sgt,  , Corp.  Wilkinson  to  Sgt.  and  Pvts ■ 1st  Cl. 
Pearson  to  Corporal,  effective -.Feb:  11th,-  Enlisted  men  transferred,  to  panama  on 
Feb.  16th  - privates  bloom,  Gilgorey  Mench,  Ddt'kQ,  .-Mathews , Plowman  and  Durnett-'. 
Lieut s.  Stranathan  and  Agee  accepted  qoramissions  in  the  Hegular  Army,  A.C. 

The  basketball  team  lost  the  most .decisive . and  bitterly  contested  game  of  ■ 
the  season  to  the  19th  Airship  Company...  The  team  has  done  remarkably  well  this 
year having  lost  only  -two  • game  s;  Lieut.-  Schmidt  ha.s  proven  himself  an  efficient 
coach.  -A  number  of  the  men  were  transferred  to  foreign  service. 

The'  Squadron  put-  in  two  hours  of  night ' flying  on  the  25th.  The.  new  hangar, 
is  rapidly -hearing  completion. 

53th  Service  Squadron;  Lieut.  Diehard  Geer  and  Sgt.  Smith  made  an  unexpected 
lengthy  trip  to  boston  on  Feb.  23rd.  On  the' way  up,  the  motor  developed. a leak, 
in  the  water  jacket , and  he  barely  made  boston.  The  plane  was  held  up  at  boston 
for  several  days  while  repairs  were  being  made  and  waiting  for  the  weather  to 
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clear.  Lieut.  Greer  started  back  on  Fob.  27th,  "but  thick  weather  drove  him  into 
the  Newark  Airport,  where  he  spent  the  night.  The  next  no mine,  in  inspecting 
the  0-11  plane  he  was  flying,  lie  found  the.  gasoline  all  gone  from  the  "kelly 
tank."  The  mechanics  told  him  that  they  had  inadvertently  tripped  the  tank  and 
spilled  out  the  05  gallons  of  gasoline*  This,  was  good  news,  indeed,  to  a flyer 
anxious  to  return  home.  Enough  gas  was  procured  to  enable  a flight  to  Mitchel 
Field,  where  a full  load  was  taken,  and  the  pilot  returned  to  Langley  March  1st, 
much  richer  in  cross-country  experience  than  before. 

Col.  Culver  accompanied  Col.  Chas . Lindbergh  to  Washington  in  an  0-2,  when 
the  famous  "Lindy"  stopped  for  a for- -hours  on  his  northward  trip  from  Panama. 

Col..  Lindbergh  was  much  pleased  with.  Langley  Field  when  ho  landed  on  the  airdrome 
and, made  a. casual  inspection.  Col.  Culver  went  over  the  most  with  him.  Col. 
Lindbergh  was  impressed  with  the  big  wind  tunnel  of  the  1T.A.C.A.  He  was  glad  to 
see  two  of  his  old  classmates,  Lieuts.  Wolflhbarger  and  Greer,  on  duty  at  the 
field.  • .. 

Luke  Field,  T.H.,  March '1st. 

Fox- Cornet  Pest  Ho.  9S  American  Legion,  Department  of  Hawaii,  located  at 
Luke  Field,  recently  staged  a nine-act  vaudeville 'show  which  drew  one  of  the 
largest  .crowds  ever  assembled  here  for  an  amateur  .performance . Fox- Cornet  is 
one  of  the  most  unique  posts  in  the  entire  .Legion  organization.  It  was  organ- 
ized in  1920,  and  named  for  Lieut.  Robert  it.  Fox  and  Corporal  Herman  Cornet, who 
lost  their  lives  August  8th  of  that  year  while  .flying '.over  the  Island  of  Molokai 
on  reconnaissance  patrol.  Only  officers  and .men  of  the  Air  Corps  made  up  the 
membership  until  recently,  when  at  a regular  "'meeting  it  was  decided  to  invite 
eligibles  from  the  Haval  Air  Station,  to  become  members.  As  a result  of  this 
action,  more  than  20  of  the  Havy  men  now  belong.  Lieut. -Commander  (Beauty)  . . 
Gladden,  executive . officer  cf  the  station,  was  one . of  the  first  to  join  and  was 
promptly  elected  vice  commander  of  the  post. 

Chaplain  , I van  G..  Mar  tin.,  myap  is  performing  the.  duties  of  post  Chaplain  dur- 
,ing  the  illness  ' and  •subsequent.. .sick  leave  of  Chaplain  RinarG,  was  instrumental  in 
so  curing;  some  interest  ing  .talent  for  programs' -In  conne  ction  with  his  Sunday 
night  services.  A troupe  of  entertainers  from  the  Hawaiian  Language  School  gave 
the  men  here  a program  of  costume  so  rigs  and  ..-dances  a.  few  Sundays  back  that  was 
never  excelled  at  this , station . 

Ca.pt.  Harry  C.  Drayton,  C.0.  of  the  72nd  Bombardment  Sqdn..,  is  pursuing  a 
course  at  the  Cooks  and  Bakers  School  at  Schofield  Barracks. 

Lieut.  Joseph  H.  Hicks-  assumed  command  of  the  11th  Photo  Section,  relieving 
Lieut.  Harold  S.  Divers  who' was  assigned  to  the' Hawaiian  Air  Depot  at  Fort 
Armstrong. 

Lieut.  Leslie  P.  Holcomb,  72nd  Squadron,  returned  to  the  mainland  on  leave 
to  visit  his  father,  Col.  F.P.  Holcomb,  a patient  at. -Lott errnan  General  Hospital. 

Lieut.  Eyrie -C . Johnson,  reporting  for  duty  from  the  3rd- Attack  Group,  Fort 
Crockett,  Texas,  was  assigned  to  the  23  rd  Bombardment' -Squadron. 

Lieut  .-Colonel  John  .H,  Howard,  Department  Air  Officer,  returned  from  leave . 
of  absence  on  .the  mainland,.  Major  ? E.  Van  Mo  strand,  C.0.  of  the  5th  Composite 
Group,  acted  as  Air  Officer  during  Colonel  Howard' s, absence . 

Staff  Sgts.  Arab  raster  and  Kramer  returned -to  the  mainland  on  the  February-;- 
transport.  Arab  raster  goes  to  , Brooks  '.Field  and  Kramer  to  Ft.  Riley,  , Kansas . 

Master  Sgt . George.  Stout , . 4th' Qbs ;Sqdn.  , .returned  from  leave  of  absence N 

Staff  Sgt.  phil-lip.  A.  Van  Cle.a.f,  pth  Ohs. Sqdn.,  was . placed,  on  the  retired,., 
list,  upon  completion  .of  .3,0, years J service.  He  was 'able  to  show  ten  discharges 
from  the  Army  and  'Marino.  .Corps., ...pine  ;of..'th'©ni  'showing  . cha, raptor  "Excellent . " 

Private  , 1st.  Class,,  Eric  DeyaX 23rd! Bombardment  Squadron,  returned,  on  a , 
Feb.  Transport  as  a patient,-  -and,  is'. at  .Let teaman.. General  Hospital. 

Sgt.  Earl  Adams , ,23.r&  .Sqdn.  ,.  -was  transferredg-tp  "Fort  Crockett,  Texas. 

Master  Sgt ,,  Samuel,  Salansky,  23rd  Sqdn.  , reenlisted  in  grade  Feb.  26th.  He 
is  now  on  his  26th  year  of  uninterrupted  service  arid  tenth  enlistment,. 

Tech.  Sgt . Emil  La  Lo.nde,  23d,  Sqdn.,  departed  for  Selfridgo  Field,  Mich. 

Staff  Sgt . Dodso-n,  on  jar  rival’  from  the  mainland,  gas  assigned  to  the  4th. 
Observation  Squadron.  ... 

Staff  Sgts ...  MoClaskey  and  McKee , recent  arrivals  from  .the  mainland,  were"- 
assigned  to  the  72nd  Squadron-.  !"  ’ 

Fallowing  officers  were’-  o.rdereu,  to  mainland  for  duty  : Major  ? .E  .VanHos.trand, 
Lieut.  E.J.  Brown, Jr.  and  Capt.  Henry  Pas c'ale  to  Langley.  Field, B Va..;  Lieuts.  Lecq 
A.  .Sharon  and  Gilbert  Tefft  to  March  Field;.  Lt.  George  Polk  to' Brooks  Field, 

Texas;  Lieut.  J.T.  Morris  to  Selfridgo  Field,  Mich. 
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. A new  and  modern  hardwood  floor  was  just  completed  at  Luke  Field,  which  is 
a combination  boxing  ring  and  basketball  court.  Due  to  the  early  completion  of 
the  floor,  Luke  Field  was  enabled  to  enter  teams  in  the  Sector- Navy  basketball 
league  for  this  season,  and  is  making  a favorable  showing. 

Inter-squadron  boxing  matches  were  held  during  December,  and  from  the  teams 
competing  a post  team  was  selected  to  represent  Luke  Field  in  the  Sect or- Navy 
boxing  league.  A creditable  showing  was  made  in  this  line  of  athletics  up  to 
the  date  of  this  writing  . Luke  Field  met  Fort  Kameliameha , Fort  Shafter  and  the 
Honolulu  team,  the  latter  made  up  from  both  Forts  huger  and  Armstrong.  They  de- 
feated Fort  Kamehameha  and  Honolulu  but  lost  to  Fort  Shafter. 

An  inter- squadron  track  meet  was  held  Feb.  27th  for  the  purpose  of  starting 
the  organizations  in  their  training  for  the  annual  field  meet  later  in  the  year. 
The  72nd  bombardment  Squadron  copped  the  honors  of  the  day,  with  the  23rd  squad- 
ron second.  The  4th  Observation  and  S5th  Service  Squadrons  failed  to  make  a 
riffle  of  any  moment  in  any  of ' the  events.  Out  of  the  ten  events  the  72nd  cap- 
tured first  place  in  eight  and  second  in  the  other  two.  The  23rd  took  first 
place  in  the  220- yard  dash  and  the  65th  won  the  pole  vault  contest. 

Charnte  Field,  Dantoul,  III.,  March  9th. 

Lieut.  John  V.  Hart  and  Tech.  Sgt.  George  P.  KLingler  took  off  on  an  ex- 
tended cross-country  flight  to  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  returning  March  2nd. 

■ A formation  of  three  0-2' s was  flown  to.  Monticello , 111.,  for  the  funeral 
of  Eugene  Cecil,  killed  while  flying  the  air  mail.  Sgt . D.M.  Swisher,  2nd  Lieut. 
P.E.  Shanahan,  Air  Des.,  and  Tech.  Sgt.  P.D.  Jackson  were  the  pilots,  and  flew 
a creditable  formation. 

Second  Lieut.  P ,E  . Shanahan  was  on  two  weeks’  very  active  duty  at  this 
field  from  the  1st  to  the  14th  of  February.  Since  then  he  has  accepted  a regu- 
lar commission  and  proceeded  to  Self ridge  Field  where,  doubtless,  he  will  give 
their  p-l’s  a good  workout. 

On  March  4th  the  following- named  officers  reported  here  to  pursue  a course 
in  Aerial  Photography,  as  given  to  Air  Corps  Deserve  and  national  Guard  officers: 
Capts.  Paul  C.  Durbin,  John  Honey  bright  and  William  C.  Thomas,  Air  Deserve;  1st 
Lieut.  Frederick  p.  Sansom,  118th  photo  Sec.,  Conn.  N.G.,  and  1st  Lt.  Killford 
D.  Wallace,  116th  photo  Section,  Washington  national  Guard. 

The  enlisted  men’s  dances  and  basketball  games  are  going  forward  with 
great  gusto,  and  at  all  times  goodly  cro\vds  are  in  attendance. 

San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas.,  March  16th. 

The  Depot  had  the  opportunity  of  a visit,  during  the  past  few  days,  from 
Captain  Ira  C.  Eaker,  in  connection  with  various  services  and  equipment  furnish- 
ed by  the  Depot  for  his  Boeing  P-12  airplane,  the-  "Pan-American,"  in  his  con- 
templated Dawn- to- Dusk  Flight  from  Brownsville , Texas,  to  the  Canal  Zone.  Former 
Lieut.  Erik  H.  Eelson,  of  World  Flight  f amo , Assistant  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Boeing  Air  Transport  Company,  of  Seattle,  also  favored  the  Depot  with  a visit 
on  March  5th  to  7th,  in  this  connection.  Mr.  Soderling,  of  the  Pratt  & Whitney 
Aircraft  Company,  likewise  visited  the  Depot  with  reference  to  work  on  the 
"Wasp"  engine  installed  in  the  "Pan-American. u 

It  is  our  shd  duty  to  announce'  the  passing  away  on  March  14th  of  Gwendolyn 
Honnaday  Harbeck,  wife  of  1st  Lieut.  Edward  V,  Harbeck,  of  this  Depot,  at  the 
residence  of  her  father,  FA.  Kornaday,  Sr.',  at  308  Augusta  St.,  San  Antonio, 
after  an  extended  period  of  illness.  Besides  her  husband  and  parents,  Mrs. 
Harbeck  is  survived  by  two  brothers,  Terry  A.  Kornaday  and  Fred  A.  Kornaday, Jr. 
The  remains  were  conveyed  March  15th  to.  .'Fort  Scott,  .Kansas.,  for  services  and 
interment  in  that  city  on  Sunday  "afternoon,  March  17th.,  Deepest  sympathy  is  ex- 
tended to  Lieut.  Harbeck  and  the  family  in  .their  bereavement. 

First  Lieut.  Edward  'M.  Dobbins,  of  Dockwell  Field,  Calif. , was  a visitor 
here  March  12th  to  loth  to  ferry  a PT-1  plane  to  his  home  station. 

Airplanes  and  engines  overhauled  and  repaired  in  the  Engineering  Department 
of  the  Depot  during  February  were  as  follows:  Major  overhauls  -.Airplanes: 

.5  DH-4M-1",  1 DH-4M-2 , 1 DH-4M-2K,  3 DH-4M-2P,  2 DH-4M-2T,  3 02,  1 pi-E,  3 pl-F, 

1 A-3,  6 PT-1 , 2 PT-3A,  Total  28;  Engines  - 11  Curtiss -D-12,  . 5 Wright  J- 5,  4 
Wright  E,  total  21.  Minor  repairs  were  given  to  1 DH-4M-1 ,.  1 02,  2 02-C,  2 02-H 
1 0-11,  1 A-3,  1 AT- 4,  2 C-l-C,  total  12  airplanes ; 5 Wright-E,  1 Wright  E-4, 

5 Liberty,  total  11  engines. 
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Captain  Otto  G.  Trank  and  Lieut.  Ames  S.  Alfaro,  of  this  Depot,  flew  to 
Brownsville,  Texas,  March.  9th,  to  attend  the  ceremonies  held  there  on  that  date 
in  connection  with  the  christening  of  Captain  Ira  C.  Baker's  plane,  the 
"Pan  American,"  and  the  inauguration  of  the  Brownsville  to  Mexico  City  interna- 
tional mail  line. 

Prance  Fi eld,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  March  JJtfau, 

Burin'  the  oast  month  several  Air  Corps  officers  paid  us  a visit,  viz:  Cant. 
McDaniel,  on  duty  as  observer  with  the  fleet;  Lieut.  Eller,  on  leave  of  afasence; 
Lieut.  Weddington,  on  leave  of  afasence  and  flying  fcr  the  Pan  American  Airways, 
and  Lieut.  Leland  W.  Miller,  on  leave  cf  afasence  from  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps. 

First  Lieuts . Laurence  C.  Craigie  and  David  M.  Schlatter  recently  arrived 
at  this  station  and  were  assigned  to  duty  with  the  7th  Observation  Souadron. 

Lieut.  Donald  E.  Duke  reported  at  this  station  February  28th  for  a period  of 
three  days'  active  duty,  upon  expiration  of  leave  cf  afasence,  in  order  that  his 
resignation  could  fae  accepted  at  this  station.  He  resigned  as  of  March  4th  and 
is  now  in  the  employ  of  the  Pan  American  Airways. 

A party  of  51  members  of  Congress  and  their  families  paid  a visit  to  this 
station  on  March  17th,  and  were  shown  through  the  shops,  hangars,  barracks , etc . 
Quite  a number  of  them  were  given  airplane  rides  over  the  Canal. 

Captain  Ira  C.  Eaker,  A.C.,  arrived  at  this  station  at  12  noon  March  ‘17 th  or. 
his  flight  from  Brownsville,  Texas,  in  the  P-12  Boeing  Pursuit  Plane  "Pan 
American."  Workgwas  immediately  started  on  the  servicing  and  checking  over  of 
the  plane,  and  Captain  Eaker  took  off  cn  the  return d|rip  at  4:00  a.m.  next  day. 

Bolling  Field,  Anacostia,  D.C.,  March  25th. 

We  had  with  us  during  the  month  for  a week  or  so  one  XPT-5.  Extensive 
flight  tests  were  made  with  this  plane  both  fay  our  own  officers  a.nd  those  assign- 
ed to  the  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps.  This  plane  is  similar  to  a PT-1,  but  has  a 
Challenger  6-cylinder,  170  h.p.  radial  motor.  It  will  fae  ferried  to  Brooks  Field 
when  tests  here  are  completed. 

Secretary  Davison's  01- C was  returned  here  from  the  Curtiss  Factory  with  a 
new  motor  installed,  a V-1570,  which  gives  it  a cruising  speed  of  135  ra.p.h.  at 
190©  revolutions,  and  a top  speed  of  about  145  m.p.h. 

A drainage  ditch  is  being  dug  across  the  center  of  the  field  from  Hangar  Ho. 
1 to  the  Anacostia  .River.  This  ditch  has  arms  branching  out  on  each  side  and 
will  drain  off  the  field  at  low  tide.  At  high  tide  the  sluice  gate  is  shut  and 
the  water  is  pumped  over  it  into  the  river.  When  this  ditch  is  completed  another 
will  fae  dug  towards  the  South  end  of  the  field,  running  from  the  engineering 
hangar  to  the  river. 

Work  is  progressing  rapidly  on  the  old  cinder  road  in  rear  cf  the  hangars. 
The  new  road  is  being  made  cf  10"  of  crushed  rock,  2y"  of  stone  filled  in  with 
chips  and  covered  with  tarvia.  After  rolling,  this  will  fae  topped  off  with  3" 
of  3/4  - l/-  stone  covered  with  tarvia  and  dusted  off  with  chips. 

Construction  was  started  on  an  extension  to  "3"  barracks  next  to  the  photo 
Section,  to  replace  the  single  story  building  destroyed  fay  fire  last  January. 

The  newly  formed  noncommissioned  officers'  club  held  their  first  festivity 
March  9th,  when  they  made  "Whoopee"  at  a dance  held  in  the  Officers'  Club, which 
was  kindly  loaned  fay  Major  Davidson  for  the  occasion.  The  club  was  decorated 
with  streamers  of  blue  and  gold,  and  the  dance  committee  reports  many  boauets 
but  no  bricks. 

At  1:30  p.m.  on  March  9th,  Miss  Ruth  Hichols,  in  a Curtiss  Robin  cabin 
plane  landed  here  to  attend  the  luncheon  tendered  in  her  honor  by  Secretary 
Davison  at  the  Carlton  Hotel.  Tice  affair  was  attended  by  many  people  well  known 
in  flying  circles.  Miss  !Ti chols  is  scheduled  to  leave  shortly  on  a 12,000-mile 
flightflight  through  38  states  for  the  purpose  oflhitiating  movements  to  estab- 
lish flying  clubs  as  sport  organizations. 

The  remodeled  Operations  Office  is  now  complete,  except  for  the  map  room. 

On  March  13th  Lieut.  Lawton  ferried  the  Ho.  1 refueling  ship,  used  during 
the  flight  of  the  "Question  Mark,"  to  Middletown  Air  Depot  for  general  overhaul. 

Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  March  8th. 

Flying  training  for  the  past  month,  although  interrupted  by  inclement 
weather,  proceeded  in  accordance  with  the  training  schedule  and  proved  to  be 
quite  varied.  Simulated  artillery  adjustment,  puff  target,  navigational  prob- 
lems, Infantry  liaison  and  photographic  flights  are  among  the  numerous  missions 
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flcmn,  in  addition  'to  routine  test  and  training  flights. 

On  February  l.Qth,  Lieut  s.  McCoy  and  Bawsel  and.  Tech.  Sgt . Choate,  pilots, 
uith  Ca.pt.  Platt,  M .D . , Lieuts . Powers  Q,.M.  and  Lelanla.ne  , Air  Reserve,  as  pas- 
sengers, in  three  02-H’s,  departed  for  Mobile,  Ala.,  spending  three  days  there 
and  attending  the  Mardi  Gras  Celebration  in  that  city. 

Lieut o . Uoodbury,  Gravatt,  Arnold,  Earnest  and  McGregor,  pilots,  with  Cants. 
King  and  Platt,  and  Lieut.  Robinson,  as  passengers,  in  five  02-H's,  departed  on 
Pe’c . 22nd  for  Tampa,  Fla.,  to  participate  in  the  Second  Annual  Air  Meet  there. 
Lieut.  Woodbury  loft  the  flight  Feb.  23rd,  proceeding  ti  Jacksonville,  Fla. , for 
a demonstration  flight  at  that  city  in  connection  .with  Reserve  Officers’  activi- 
ties, returning  to  Maxwell  Field  on  the  24th.  Lieut.  McGregor  left  the  flight 
on  the  24th,  returning  to  Maxwell  Field,  via  Fort  Bonning,  Ga. , ferrying  Lt. 
Robinson  to  that  station.  The  remainder  of  the  flight  proceeded  to 
St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  on  the  24th,  and  then  on  to  Orlando,  Fla.,  on  the  27th, 
participating  in  the  Air  Mail  dedications-  in  those  cities.  Due  to  bad-  weather 
conditions,  the  flight  back  to  Maxwell  Field  was  delayed  until  March  2nd,  when 
wo  had  the  pleasure  of  welcoming  our  Florida  Good  Will  Fliers  back  home. 

Lieut.  R.C.  Wrist on  left  Feb.  25th  for  Chattanooga,  Term.,  for  a two  days’ 
conference  connected  with  Rational  Guard  activities  in  that  city. 

Of  good  news  to  Liouts .Bawsel , McArthur,  Earnest  and  Woodbury  was  the  noti- 
fication from  the  War  Department  that  they  had  successfully  passed  their  exami- 
nations for  commission  in  the  Regular  Army.  These  officers  at  the  time  of  the 
examination  were  on  extended  active  duty  and  will  continue  on  their  .-present 
duties  at  Maxwell  Field. 

On  February  28th  an  impressive  ceremony  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
senting the  Distinguished  Service  Cross  to  Lieut. -Col.  Dallas  B.  Smith  and 
Capt.  F.L.  Wyatt,  of  the  167th  Alabama  Regiment,  for  heroism  displayed  on  the 
battlefield  during  the  World  War.  Both  Col.  Smith  and  Capt.  Wyat.t  are  on  duty 
iith  the  Veteran’s  Bureau  in  Birmingham,  Ala.  Major  W.R.  Weaver,  C.O.  of 
Maxwell  Field,  made  the  presentation,  witnessed  by  the  Squadron,  post  personnel 
and  many  distinguished  civilian  visitors.  An  aerial  review  immediately  follow- 
ed the  presentation,  this  in  turn  being  followed  by  a luncheon. at  the  Officers' 
Club  in  honor  of  the  distinguished  officers. 


Mitchel  Field,  L.I.,  Ifew  York,  March  20th . 

The  few  days  preceding  the  middle  of  March  brought  rain  and  fog  enough  to 
put  the  quietus  on  flying  around  here  for  a considerable  period.  The  simulated 
artillery  adjustment  training  on  the  puff  target  range  is  about  completed. 
Nearly  all  the  pilots  here  completed  two  bracket  and  one  precision .adjustment ; 
some  more  than  this . 


Before  we  started  on  this  work,  many  of. our  pilots  looked  with  displeasure 
at  the  prospects  of  occupying  the  observer's  cockpit.  Most  of  their  dislike  was 
engendered  by  previous  experiences  wherein  entered  such  factors  as  insufficient 
radio  training,  uncomfortable  radio  helmets  and  inability  to  "listen  through" 
local  broadcasting  stations.  This  year  their  fears  were  soon  dispelled.  All 
pilots  are  now  able  to  send  and  receive  at  least  ten  words  a minute,  thanks  to 
the  daily  instruction  and  ground  practice  under  the  direct  supervision  of  Lt . 
Hough.  The  new  type  radio  helmet  with  the  double  chin  strap  no  longer  encoura- 
ges the  growth  of  cauliflower  ears  and,  all  in -all,  simulated  artillery  adjust- 
ment was  not  as  much  disliked  by  the  pilots  as  they  thought  it  would-  be.  We 
used,  one-way  radio  for  plane  to  ground,  and  panels  for  ground  to  plane.  Officers 
took  their  turn  at  running  the  puff  range  and  the  panel  station.  After  the 
first  day  the  work  wont  on  as  smoothly  as  it  does  at  Aelly  Field.  Spotting 
shots  became  a game,  not  a disagreeable  duty. 

Gar  radio  ground,  work  continues.  From  10  words  a minute  we  are  boosting  up 
to  12  words;  and  14  words  a minute  is  not  an  unusual  rate.  Lieut.  Chauncey 
leads  the  class  in  sending.  He  runs  off  18  words  on  the  key.  Lieut.  Hough,  the 
instructor,  has  the  best  transmission  for  rythr. and  clearness. 

Courses  in  Military  Hygiene,  Employment  of  Associated  Units,  and  Military 
Law  have  been  completed,  and  examinations  in  these  subjects  were  taken  by  those 
required  to  do  so. 

Die  course  in  Mess  Management,  given  at  the  School  for  Bakers  and  Cooks  at 
Fort  Slocum,  H.Y.,  still  goes  on,  hut  this  is  nearing  completion  also.  So  far, 
Lieuts.  Mower  and  Overacker  completed  the  course  in  this  subject.  Being  newly 
married,  it  is  hoped  Lieut.  Overacker 1 s knowledge  may  be  put  to  practical  use 
at  home,  either  in  a practical  or  an  advisory  capacity.  Lieut.  Shephard,  who 


-T30- 


V-5882,  A.C. 


just  received  his  commission  in  the  Regular  Amy,  is  now  attending  the'  School, and 
Lieut.  Easton  is  the  next  one  scheduled  to  go . 

Lieut.  Frederick  E.  Glantzberg  has  just  been  commissioned  in  the  Regular 
Army  and  reports  at  Kitchel  Field  from  civil  life.  Lieut.  Thomas  R.  Starratt 
also  reported  here  on  a year’s  active  duty  under  his  Reserve  status. 

We  are  now  in  the  midst  of  our  aerial  panne ry  and  bombing  practice.  As-  was 
the  case  last  year,  the  -round  targets  are  at  Fort  Tilden  on  Rockaway  Point,  the 
aerial  course  from  Jones  Inlet  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  a point  East  of  the  Inlet 
and  the  bombing  range  is  on  the  southeast • corner  of  the  Mitchel  Field  airdrome. 
Lieut si  Balfour  and  Kelvin  are  in  charge  of  the  ground  range  at  Fort  Tilden. 

They  are  assisted  by  a crew  of  fourteen -men. 

Lieut.  Orville  L Stephens  just  received  orders  for  the  Air  Corps  Tactical 
School.  He  is  one  of  the  few  Lieutenants  who  are  so  detailed. 

Col.  Charles  A.  Lindbergh  again  paid  a visit  to  the  field  Jan.  12th.  He 
flew  the  first  of  the  Transcontinental  Air  Transport  tri-motored  Ford  planes  to 
Cleveland. 

A new  solo  record  for  women  was  made  Jan.  31st  at  this  field,  when  Miss 
Eleanor  Smith,  17,  of  Freenort , L . I . , landed  after  13  hours,  16  min.  and  45  sec. 
in  the  air.  She  flew  a "Bird”  two-place  machine. 

Three  service  planes  from  this  field  participated  in  the  inauguration  of 
the  Newark  Municipal  Aimort  as  the  was  tern  terminal  of  the  Transcontinental  Air 
Mail  route  on  February  17th. 

During  the  official  opening  of  the  New  York  Aviation  Show,  Feb.  6th,  a 
flight  of  three  service  type  planes  from  this  field,  cooperating  with  the 
Aviators’  Post  743,  American  Legion,  flew  over  the  city. 

Fairfield  Air  De-pot,  ^airfield,  Ohio,  Mar ch  14 th . 

Three  Mexican  officers  - Colonel  Ro-js,  Lts.  Torres  and  Acarate , in  Vought 
Corsairs,  arrived  here  at  4:30  p.m. , March  20th,  being  escorted  by  Lt . Longfellow 
in  a PT.  They  left  at  8:00  a.n. , March  21st,  en  route  for  Mexico,  and  were  es- 
corted from  this  station  by  Lieut.  Hines  in  a P-1.  The  machine  guns  in  the 
planes  were  unmounted.  The  planes  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  Federal  government 
of  Mexico. 

Several  of  the  officers  assigned  to  Bright  Field  in  the  interests  of  procure- 
ment Planning  stayed  with  friends  at  ^airfield  Air  Depot  for  several  days  . 

Lieut..  H.A.  Bart r on  returned  here  March  2nd  from  a tour  of  inspection  of 
Fort  Leavenworth  and  other  points. 

Lieut.  Chas . 1 . O’Connor,  who  left  this  stat ion  March  4th  for  Hicksville , 
L.I.,  returned  March  12th,  accompanied  by  Mrs.'  O'Connor  and  their  two  daughters, 
Patricia,  and  Jane. 

First  Lieut.  Charles  W.D.  Parsons,  A. O'.  Res.,  reported  at  this  station  for 
14  days’  .active  duty  training  between  Feb.  15th  - 28th,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
Engineering  Department. 

First  Lieut.  Carl  Phil in  Hirsch,  Dental  Res.,  reported  here  for  14  days’ 
active  duty  training,  March  11-24,  and  was  assigned  to  Post  Hospital  for  duty. 

Major  Carl  Spatz  arrived  at  Fairfield  Air  Depot  in  an  01-C  from  Bolling. 

Lieut.  I^uesada,  while  en  route  from  Lambert  Field  to  Bolling  Field,  dropped 
a tank  just  after  leaving  St.  Louis,  making  it  necessary  to  refuel  at  each  sta- 
tion en  route.  He  arrived  here  March  12th. 

Majors  Houghland  and  Kicks  arrived  here  March  12th  from  Omaha  for  a new 
motor.  They  returned  the  same  day. 

Major  Spatz  and  General  Foulois  left  Fairfield  for  Columbus  , March  14th,  on 
their  return  trip  to  Bolling  Field,  after  conference  at  Bright  Field. 

Lieut.  Partridge,  from  Kelly  Field,  arrived  here  March -14th,  delivering  a 
C-2  for  reassignment.  He  returned  to  his  home  station  by  rail. 

Lieut.  Jewett,  who  arrived  from  Kelly  Field,  March  17th,  in  a PT-1 , ferried 
back  a D.H.  ‘ • l'-:-'vv-' 

Lts.  Moon  and  Kingsbury  arrived  from  Burgess  Field  in  two  new  LBT’s. 

Lieut.  4arper  and  Lt .-Commander  Smith,  of  the  Navy,  arrived  in  a Navy 
Corsair  on  4irch  18th.  This  ship  is  equipped  with- slotted  wing,  and  Lt . Harper 
gave  a demonstration  of  their  action  at  this  field. 

Captain  Dinger  arrived  from  Bolling  .Field  in  an  02- H on  March  18th. 

Capt.  Carl  Greene  frequently  gets  off  good  ones.  ■ Uuoh  examining  the  instru- 
ment board  of  the  big  snip  "Patrician,”  and  seeing  20  instruments  thereon,  he 
exclaimed  - "My  God!  Twenty  more  back-seat  drivers!!1 
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Rockwell  Field,  Co ronado,  Calif.,  March  18th. 

Second  Lieut.  Hugh  LeRoix  Snith,  Air  Reserve,  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  was 
killed  instantly  when  the  PT-1  plane  which  he  was  flying,  crashed  into  the 
ocean  about  fifty  yards  off  shore  near  the  Mexican  Border,  on  the  afternoon  of 
March  6th.  Private  Melvin  A.  Ulm,  11th  Bomb.  Sqdn. , who  accompanied  Lt.  Smith, 
was  thrown  through  the  safety  belt  of  the  rear  cockpit,1  and  his  body  has  not  as 
yet  been  recovered.  The  body  of  Lieut.  Smith  was  found  in  the  front  cockpit 
under  water.  The  cause  of  the  crash  was  not  determined.  Witnesses  claim  the 
plane  apparently  spun  into  the  surf.  The  wreckage  gave  little  indication  as  to 
the  cause. 

Lieut.  Smith  graduated  from  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Plying  School,  Kelly 
Field,  Texas,  last  November,  and  was  assigned  to  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron, 
Rockwell  Field,  on  extended  active  duty.  He  was  a graduate  of  the  University 
of  Utah,  and  had  received  authorization  to  appear  before  the  Examining  Board 
for  a commission  in  the  Regular  Army. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  San  Diego,  prior  to  shipping  the  body  to  Salt 
Lake  City  for  interment.  Lieut.  R.S.  Stewart,  11th  Bombardment  Squadron,  a 
classmate  of  Lieut.  Smith,  acconoanied  the  remains  to  Salt  Lake  City. 

For'  twelve  days  and  nights  following,  the  fatal  crash,  the  beach  in  that 
vicinity  was  patrolled  in  an  attempt  to  locate  the  body  of  Private  Ulm. 
Throughout  the  day,  airplanes  from  Rockwell  Field  flew  over  the  beach  for  sever- 
al miles,  in  either  direction  from  the  crash,  but  no  indication  or  evidence  of 
the  body  has  at  this  date  been  found. 

Captain' Falter , flying  the  first  of  the  new- P-12' s,  the  "Pan  American, 11 
landed  at  Rockwell'  Field  late  in  the  afternoon  of  Feb.  28th.  Inasmuch  as  the 
95th  Pursuit  Squadron  is  scheduled  to  receive  eight  P-12's  from  the  Boeing  Plant 
at  Seattle,  Wash.,  before  the  maneuvers  in  May,  considerable  interest  was  shown 
in  the  new  plane.  It  passed  the  unofficial  inspection  very  favorably,  and  Capt. 
Faker  permitted  four  pilots  to  fly  it  for  15  minutes  each.  Captains  Elmendorf , 
Pritchard,  Lieut  s . Gregg  and  Woodring  were  the  fortunate  pilots.  They  were  all 
particularly  impressed  by  the  way  the. P-12  took  off  at  almost  the  instant  the 
throttle  was  opened,  and.  the  excellent  maneuverability  o'f  the  plane.  With  8 
?-12's  to  do  the  fast  and  heavy  work,  the  95th  pursuit  Squadron  hopes  to  show 
the  First  Pursuit  Group  a few  things  when  they  get  together  on  maneuvers. 

A St.  Patrick's  dahee  was. given  by  the  officers  of  Rockwell  Field  on  the 
evening  of  March  16th.  The  Officers'  Club  was  very  attractively  decorated  in 
the  customary  Irish  colors,,  orange  excepted,  and  the  refreshments  were  limited 
to  ham  sandwiches  and  coffee. 

General  Frank  P.  Lahm  visited  the  field  March  6th  to  8th  to  inspect  supply 
facilities  at  the  Air  Depot.  Lieut.  Knapp  piloted  the  General  on  his  tour. 

This  is  the  time  of  the  year  when  the  baseball  bug  awakes  from  his  winter 
hibernation,  and  it  has  stung  Rockwell  Field,  severely.  A miniature  diamond 
league  was  organized,  with  teams  from  the  Aero  Repair,  Machine  Shop  and  Depot 
Supply . Depts . of  the  Air  Depot.  The  series  commenced  March  4th  and  ended  the 
14th.  Scores  were  quite  diversified  and  ranged  from  3 to-  4 to  16  to  0.  Aero 
Supply  leads  with'  six  wins  and  feo  losses.  The  champions  will  play  the  Officers' 
Team,  and  ah  exciting  game  is  in  prospect,  as  the  latter  aggregation  contains 
some  fast  players. 

Eight  brand  new  PT-3A  airplanes,  received  from  the  factory  in  a knocked- 
down  condition,  were  assembled  in  the  shops . These  planes  will  be  ferried  to 
March  Field  for  use  in  the-  training  of  the  Spring  Class. 

Brigadier- General  Richard  E.  Mittelstaedt , The  Adjutant  General  of  the 
State  of  California,  made  an  unofficial  visit  to  Rockwell  Field  March  5th. 

Lieut.  E.M.  Robbins,  Supply  Officer  of  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot,  departed  by 
rail  March  10th,  for  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  to  ferry  here  PT-1  plane  No. 
27^116.  ’He  returned  March  16th. 

War  Department  orders  were  received  assigning  1st  Lieut.  V.  E.  Bertrandias 
to  Rockwell  Field. 


.Camp  Nichols  Rizal.,  P.I.,  January  28  th. 

Flight  "B" , 2nd  Observation  Squadron:  This  month  brought  about  a number  of 
changes  in  our  enlisted  personnel,  and  also  saw.  the  departure  of  two  of  our  of- 
ficers - Lieuts..  Wolf  and  Hanlon.  ; 

Welcome  is  extended  to  our  new  enlisted  men  - Fvts . Deaton,  Zawadski, 
Illlirons,  Maser,  Jones.  We  hope,  they  will  enjoy  and  profit  by  their  tour  over 
here. 
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January  27  th  found  our  Sat.  H.  I.  Brown  breathing  the  tropical,  air  as  .a 
civilian.  Ho  was'  discharged  the  day  oofore  and  did  not  re-up  until  Monday. 
Another  dis  charge  was  felt  in  our  operations  oft  ice  when  Pvt.  Ketzlor  decided  to 
leave  us  to  teach  school  in  the  province  of  Bat  an, pas . Good  luck,  hr.  Hetzlerl 

66th  Service  £ guadron : Li out . D.L.  Bruner  loft  for  the  States  on  the  USAT 
GIANT,  Jar..  19th , for  ‘“right  Field.  Pe  wish  him  luck  and  know  he  is  glad  to 
he  reassigned  to  his  old  station. 

Lieut.  John  C.  Kennedy  arrived  Jan.  ’ 14th  from  Brocks  Field  and  took  over 
the  duties  of  Pistol  Range  Officer  in  addition  to  his  duties  in  the  Squadron. 

Staff  Sgt . Pm.'  B.  Fox,  17th  Pursuit  Sqdn.,  Self ridge  Field,  arrived  on  the 
January  transport,  replacing  Staff  Sgt . Bon  I.  Craig,  transferred  to  Hqrs.  Bet. , 
4th  Composite  Group,  and  took  over  the  duties  of  Personnel  Sergeant  Major. 

Sgt.  Albert  B.  Edmondson  returned  to  the  States  on  the  19th,  going  to  the 
39th  School  Squadron,  Kelly  Field.  Ko  was  replaced  by  Sgt.  John  Murphy.  Vie 
lost  a good  hall  player  and , from  all  reports,  gained  one. 

Sgt.  Edward  W.  Tuffly  returned  to  the  States  on  the  19th,  going  to  his  old 
station,  Brooks  Field.  He  was  re olaced  by  Sgt.  Lafe  Teverbaugh. 

Pvt.  2/ cl.  Air  Mechanic  -Thomas  Plans  'was  discharged  for  the  convenience  of 
the  Government  to  accept  a position  with  the  Philippine  Air  Depot. 

The  Transport  GRANT  brought  42  enlisted  men  for  the  Air  Corps. 

E.  ■&  P.  Office : Activities  at  Clark  Field  during  the  month  are  about  on  a 
par  with  previous  month.  Baseball  and  soccer  are  still  in  full  swing.  Camp 
Nichols  will  be  represented  at  the  Carnival  in  the  bowling  tournaments.  Singles, 
doubles  and  teams  will  be  entered.  On  the  evening  of  the  25th  another  fight  was 
held  in  the  E & H building.  Of  the  seven  bouts,  two  were  fought  by  Nichols  men. 
McMuLlin,  of  Camp  Nichols,  recently  crowned  lightweight  champion  of  the  Army, 
fought  "Smoky  Joe"  of  the  U.5.S.  Canopus  in  the  main  event,  vanning  his  fight 
easily.  HcMullin  bids  fair  to  win  many  laurels. 

2Gth  Bombardment  Scuadron;  Two  NS3-1  planes  were  sent  to  San  Jose , Mindoro , 
early  in  January,  the  occasion  being  the  "despedido".  in  honor  of  Mr.  Vance 
Sinclair,  retiring  manager  of  the  Mindoro  Sugar  Co.  Flight  personnel  were  Capt. 
A.W.  Brock,-  Jr.,  Lts.  James  A.  woodruff,  Paul  3ur rows' , Corporal  Stollard  and 
Privates  Jutras.  and  Nee  dels . 

- Lieut.  B.  hi.  ■ Peeves  , who  arrived  January  14th,  -was  assigned  to  this  Sqdn. 

Eight  enlisted, men  of  this  Squadron  -returned-  to- the  States  Jan.  19th.  The 
Squadron  received  1-5  recruits  on  this  transport  and  is  now  at  full  strength. 

Staff  Sgt.-  James  E.  McDonough  is  apparently  e'nj dying  his  detached  service 
tour  in  Baguio.  He  was  granted  a 15- day  extension.  Staff  Sgt.  Beckham  goes  on 
detached  service  prior  to  his  departure  on • the  next  transport. 

"It  won’t  be  long. now"  before  the  preparation  for  target  practice  starts, 
and  the  Squadron  will  be  out  to  patch  the  "bull’s  eye"  in  the  targets.  No  hope 
to  make  the  usual  good  showing  in  our  qualification  percentage. 

Lieut.  James  A.  Woodruff  received  orders  assigning  him  to  Wright  Field  upon 
termination  of  his  tour  of  foreign  service  in  June. 

The  GRANT  arrived  Jan.  14th,  bringing  to  this  section  two  muchly  needed 
men  - Pvts.  H.K.  Jewell  and  Kenneth  A.  Sullivan.  Both  appear  to  be  well  satis- 
fied with  their  new  station. 

Clark  Field,  Camp  Stotsenburg,  p.I,,.  January  28th. 

Pursuit  Scuadron;  The  Squadron  started  the  New  Year  right,  having  ac- 
cumulated 208  hours  and  47  minutes  of  flying  time. 

A formation  of  three  PTT-3C-  airplanes,  piloted  by  Capts.  L.P.  Hickey,  F.3. 
Giles  and  1st  Lieut.  K.T.  McCormick  intercepted  the  U.S.  Army  Transport  GRANT  in 
the  vicinity  of  Corregidor  Island.  After  maneuvering  over  the  transport  for  a 
period  of  15  minutes  the  flight  returned  to  Clark  Field. 

Kind! ey  Field,  Fort  Mills,  ■?.!.,  January  28th. 

2nd  Observation  Squadron:  January  5th  saw  the  "intelligencia"  with  the 
necessary  Air  Corps  time  make  a .strenuous  mental  effort  to  annex  some  more  kale 
from  a more  or  less  paternal  government  by  taking  the  exam  for  Air  Mechanics 
ratings.  Parachute  Crette,  Rigger  Henry  and  digger  -Mueller  made  the  grade. 

The-  basketball  team  lost  . quite  a little  of  their  self-esteem  when  Fort 
McKinley  took  them  into  camp  by  a slight  margin.  This  was  not  a disgrace,  as 
McKinley  is  quite  a .team. 

Ignoring  the  fact  that  Admiral  O’Brien  and  the  Smiadron  Navy  is  still  in 
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existence , Morrison , Francisco  and  Wdodring  played  the  part  of  the  "Ancient 
Mariner » " using;  a hanca  pertaining  to  Lieut.  Davidson.  After  their  absence  had 
been  discovered,  Lieut.  Watkins  -demonstrated  the  use  of  amphibians  in  rescue 
work  .at, sea.  He  discovered  them  about  thirty  miles  in  the  direction  of  China, 
and  after  dropping  canteens  of  water  returned  and  gave  the  location  to  Topside 
authorities,  thus  enabling  the  San  pcdro  to  locate  and  haul  them  in. 

Three  new  noncoins  made  their  appearance  within  one  month.  Corporal  Frank  3. 
Gibbs  is  now  a Sergeant,  while  Private  Peels,  of  garage  fame,  and  Pad ip  Operator 
Porter  are  now  Corporals. 

The'  January  transport  came  and  went,  taking  a few  Kindley  Fielders  of  en- 
listed grades  and  Capt.  L.C.  white,  our, medico,  who  is  enroute  to  Prooks  Field. 

• Park  Holland  was  the  .jinx  of  the  post  this  month,  first  when  a merry  blaze 
.was  discovered  in  his  quarters  during  the  wee  sna1  hours,  and  next  when  he  rode 
behind  Tech.  Sgt.  Lee  in  one  of  his  famed  one-vheol  water  landings.  Sgt.  Lee 
did  the  trick  in  pretty  fashion.  Hot  only  was  there  no  resulting  damage,  but 
hardly  a splash < ' 

On  January  115th  an  emergency  trip  .was  made  to  Manila,  carrying  Mrs. Glasgow, 
the  wife  of  Lieut.  Glasgow,  C.A.C.,  her  infant  son,  and  Capt.  Mordecai,  M.C. 

The  youngster  had  fallen  from  a second  story  porch  and  fractured  his  skull.  The 
ship  was  met  at  Nichols  by  an  ambulance  and  the  youngster  hurried  to  Sternburg 
Hospital  for  an  operation,  which,  unfortunately,  he  did  not  survive. 

The.  order  permitting  children  of  ten  or  more  years  to  make  hops  was  receiv- 
ed with  enthusiasm  on  the  post,  and  the  Watkins  children  (five  of  'em)  were  the 
first  to- take  advantage  of  it. 

Tumors  of  our  move  to  Nichols  and  the  abandoning  of  Kindley  Field  seem  to 
grow  more  -authentic.  ■ 'A  barracks  is  in  process  of  erection  for  us  at  Nichols  and 
we.  understand  the  change  of  station  will  be  made  in  April  - not  with  cheers  and 
yodeling,  however.  Meanwhile  the  92nd  Coast  Artillery  is  looking  over  Kindjey 
Field  with -a  .-proprietory  eye. 

primary  Flying  School,  Prooks  Field,  .Texas,  March  28th.  ■ 


Col.  Art  Goebel,  winner  of  the  Dole  prize  for  flying-  to  Hawaii  in  192.?:,  and 
former  holder  of  speed  record  from  the- west  to  the  east  coast,  with  Tilton  Priney 
and  Paul  Hewitt,  as  passengers  , landed  at  Prooks  Field -at  9:00  a.m.  March  25th, 
piloting  a Putler  plane.  Col.  Goebel  is  contemplating  establishing  a flying 
school  at  Kansas  City,  similar  to-  the.  present  Army  flying  school.  His  visit  to 
this  field  was  for  the  .purpose  of  conferring  with  the  -flying  and 'ground  school 
instructors  as  to-  the  courses  taught,  methods  of  imparting  instruction,  number  of 
hours  devoted  to  each  course,  etc.  ....... 

Congressman  Mel vil  Joseph  Maas,  of S.t . Paul,  Minn.,  the  "flying  Congressman", 
who  made  his  first  visit  to  the  local .military  fields  a year  ago,  is  spending  the 
next  three  weeks  at  Prooks  and  Kelly-  Fields , studying  the  army  course,  its  essen- 
tial features,  and  what  part  might  be  adapted  to  aviation  training  for  POTC 
units  in  colleges  and  universities . Congressman  Maas  -flew  to  San  Antonio  from 
St.  Paul.  He  is  now  the  guest  of  Major  S..W.  FitzGerald,  Commandant  of  the 
Air  Corps  primary  Flying  School  at  Prooks  Field. 

The  Air  Corps  officers  who  are  assigned  to  the  various  departments,  of  the 
General  Staff  visited  Brooks  Field  on  March  27th  during  the  course  of  a tour 
*study  the  Air  Corps  Flying  Schools.  These  officers  are  Lt.-Col.  Kirtland,  Majors 
Lincoln,  Eickara,  Brooks  and  Captain  Hastey.  Among  those  present  at  a buffet 
luncheon  in  their  honor  by  ifeijor  and  Mrs.  S.T.  FitzGerald’ were  : 3rig.  Gen. 

Frank  ?.  Lahn,  Congressman  M.J.  Maas  of  Minnesota,  Lt.-Cols.  Kirtland  and  Mars,  . 
Majors  H-ickam,  Lincoln,  Prooks,  Chaney,  Oldfield  and  Poole,  Captains  Hastey  and 
Knight,  and  Lieuts.  Chen-nault,  Watson,  FitzGerald,  Schneider'  and  Harper. 

Major  Shepler  W.  FitzGerald, . C.O. , Brooks  Field,  returned  March  20th 
from  two  weeks'  leave  of  absence  spent,  in  Washington. 

Lieut.  Pobert  D.  Knapp,  who  accompanied  Prig.  Gen.  Lahm  on  an  inspection 
trip  to  March  Field,  returned  to  Prooks  Field  on  March  20th. 

Lieut.  Tobin  A.  Day  received  his  appointment  to  the  ranis:  of  Captain  on 


March  9th.  He  was  appointed  1st  Lieut.,  Aviation  Section,  Signal  Corps,  on  Nov. 
27,  1917,  and  was  placed  on  -active  status  the  same.  date.  He  received  permanent 
appointment  in  Army  as  1st  Lieut .,.  July -1 , 1920, 

i Lieut.  D.D.  Watson,  former  Adjutant  of  Prooks,  was  assigned  as  Air  Corps 
Instructor,  Indiana  National  Guard,  Indianapolis,  Ind. . Lieut.  Watson  has  been 
on  duty  here  for  over-  3 years,  coning' from  Mitchel  Field  in  Sept., 1925. 

Lieut.  H.C.  Wisehart  left  for  Polling  Field  to  ferry  back  to  this  station 
the  XPT-5,  a new  experimental  training  plane. 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  National 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 

• oOo 

THE  FLYING  CLASS  ROOM 

Students  of  the  Air  Corps  Navigation  School  landed  at  Bolling  Field  on 
April  18th  after  a long  cross-country  flight  which  took  them  from  Wright  Field, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  via  Scott  Field,  111.;  Muskogee , Okla. ; Dallas,  San  Antonio, 
Brownsville  and  Galveston,  Texas;  New  Orleans,  La.;  Pensacola  and  Jacksonville, 
Fla.;  Fort  Bragg,  H.C.,  and  Langley  Field,  Va. 

The  Navigation  School  is  the  latest  innovation  among  the  educational  pro-’5 
jects  sponsored  by  the  Army  Air  Corps.  The  course  started  on  January  2nd  last 
at  Wright  Field,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Clyde  V.  Finter,  Lieut.  Albert 
F.  Hegenberger  and  Mr.  Bradley  Jones.  Lieut.  Hegenberger  is  noted  for  the  many 
flights  he  accomplished  by  astronomical  navigation,  but  more  particularly  for 
his  flight  with  Lieut.  Lester  J. . Jfe.it land  from  Oakland,  Calif.,  to  Honolulu, 
Hawaii,  in  June,  1927.  Captain  Finter  and  Mr.  Jones  have  devoted  many  years  'of 
study  to  astronomical  avigational  methods,.  _ ' 

The  navigation  course  is  of  four  months’  duration,  and  will  be  completed  by 
the  end  of  April..  It  is  . expected  that  a new  class  of  students  will  be  entered 
on  July  1st  next.  The  students  taking  the  first  course,  all  of  them  Air  Corps 
officers  and  experienced  pilots , are  Li eut s Phillips  Melville,  Edmund  G. 
Langmead,  Edmund  C.  Lynch,  Guy  H.  Gale,  Frank  B.  Tyndall  and  Francis'  B. Valentine. 
The  course  includes  all  types  of  astronomical,  dead  reckoning  and  radio  avigaticn 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  in  connection  with  the  Navigation 
cours.e  is  the  Flying.  Class  Room,  which  was  prepared  to  provide  a -means  for  work- 
ing out  various  avigational  problems  given  the  students  and  for  making  tests  and 
instructional  flights.  This  literal  flying  school  is  a standard  tri-motored 
Fokker  Transport , plane  on  which  various  engineering  changes  were  made  to  make  it 
more  adaptable  for  the  purpose  in  view.  All  seats,  baggage  racks  and  the  usual 
furnishings  were  removed  from  the  cabin,  The  first  bay  is  for  the  use  of  the 
navigator  only.  Ample  room  is  afforded  the  students  to  conduct  their  studies 
with  every  degree  of  comfort.  In  the  rear  or  baggage  compartment,  the  door 
usually  serving  as  the  passenger  entrance  was  removed  and  the  opening  thus 
created  closed  with  fabric,  leaving  the  baggage  door  as  the  means  for  entrance 
and  exit. 

In  .the  pilot's  cockpit  the  usual  lower,  walls  were  replaced  with  triplex 
glass  on  both  the  right  and  left  hand  sides  to  afford  him  full  ground  vision  as 
well  as  landing  vision.  The  attempt  to  form  an  observer's  cockpit  in  the  forward 
part  of  the  ship  for  use  in  practice  work  with. the  sextant  did  not  prove  prac- 
tical. In  the  center  section  the  thick  leading  edge  of  the  wing  was  cut  out  and, 
using  the  forward  part  of  the  windshield  as  a.  fixed  point,  a roof  of  celluloid, 
braced  by  &rass  tubing,  was  run  to  the  top  of  the  wing  spar.  Immediately  over 
the  cockpit  of  the  pilot  and  assistant  pilot,,  who  sit  side  by  side,  were  two 
glass  doors  which  opened  outward  and  served,  as  emergency  exits.  There  was  also 
a glass  door  above  the  observer's  cockpit,  and  when  in  the  open  position  it' serv- 
ed as  a windshield  while  .he  busied  himself,  in  making  sextant  readings. 

These  modifications  in  the  forward  part  of  the  Transport,  it  was  learned  ■ 
later,  had  a tendency  to  reduce  flying  speed  and,  furthermore,  rendered  its 
maneuverability  somewhat  uncertain.  The  front,  cockpit.,  was  therefore  restored  to 
its  original  condition.  The  movable  high  stool,  which  was  placed  in  the  cut  out 
section  of  the  leading  edge  of  the  wing  for  the  use  of  the  observer,  still  re- 
mains'. . In  the  floor  of  the  cabin  a slot,  8 x 36  inches,  covered  with  plate 
glass,  .was  cut  out  to  permit  drift  readings  to  be  made.  A Pioneer  drift  indi- 
cator was  placed  at  the  front  end  and  a Wimpe.fi  s indicator  at  the  rear  end  of 
the  slot.  Between  these  instruments,  is  a stand  upon  which  an  aperiodic  or  check 
compass  is  mounted.  Adjustable  seats  are  installed  in  connection  with  the  drift 
indicators,  also  an  adjustable  seat  and  a swinging  table  for  the  use  of  the 
radio  operator.  Complete  radio,  sending  and  receiving  sets  are  installed,  for 
. ' -135-  V-58'86 , A.C. 


.which  .a  thbiisand-volt  gene  rat  or.  ...on --the-  right  outboard  engine  furnishes  ' power . 

ThearoCf ' of  the  baggage  compartnjent  ..ha%.a-:taund  opening  with  a • qd'idk-  ' 
removable  glass  cover -and:  iwindshueld  ;wto.cJi  ,nov?; provides  the  means  for  the  taking 
of  readings -with  the  segctanb.',  ' BCnoh^h,  '£h-ist,  opening'  i's'&h  adjustable  scat  which 
maybe  raised  or  lowered  to  suit  the"  navigator  ’ s needs.  * 

The  gasoline  control  installations,  usually  located  to  the  rear  of  the 
pilot,  was  moved  to  the  extreme  right.,.. si-dey. "while  an  induction  compass  control- 
ler was  installed  to  the  left'  'sb:  as'  to  be  convenient  for,  the  use  of  either,  the 
pilot  or  the  observer  navigator.  Two  phone-  jacks'  were  installed  in  the  cockpit 
for  the  use  of  the  pilots  in  communicating  with  the  navigator  or  the  students  in 
the  cabin.  : . . ; - 


• Instruction  in  blind -flying  is  one  of  the  - important  phases  of  the  naviga- 
tion course,  and,  in  order  .-to  .obscure  vision,,  a quick- detachable-  cu'rtain  is  hung, 
completely  covering  the  left  or  palot/'s  side,  of  the'  cockpit.  In  an  emergency  ’. 
’these  curtains,  by  the  mere  pull  of  a' pip  cord,  can  be  dropped  to . the  rear  and 
bott©m, of  the  cockpit.  To  provide  more  visibility : for  the  pilot,  his  seat  is 
provided  with  a false  bottom- of  two  inches  t.o  raise  him  higher  in  the  cockpit.- 
.Thp  .purpose  of  the  navigation  course,  is;,  to  train  Abmy  pilots  to  fly  by 
means  of  navigation  instruments  whenever  emerge  nodes  arise',,  such  as  fogs,  - cloudy 
weather ,;  etc.  , which,  would. necessitate  their  flying -blind  for.  a time  with  no 
visible  landmarks  on  which  to  check  their  .course.-  Knowledge  of. -navigation  ‘is 
particularly  valuable  in  longr-distance,  “cross-country  flights,  over;  thinly  popu- 
lated  sections  of  the  country  vheie  landmarks,  are.  few  and' far  between,  and  in 
aerial,  operations'  in  the.  Insular  possessions  which  involve  considerable  over- 
wat.er  flying.,  ' ' ; . ... . ...t,,.  , -.  '■  •'■  •-r 

' . ...The  -students  pursuing  this 'first  navigation  .course  are.  highly  appreciative 
of  the  benefits  they 'have  -derived -therefrom,  ...particularly  the  practical- side  of 
it,  .stating  that  they  were  .enabled  to  1 barn'  the  full  use  ef  .the . various  naviga-  . 
t’ion.  instruments  ^employed  when  flying  by  reckoning  ;albhe:.  ’'V  .... .-  >•  "'  ;;’l 

At,  the  time"  the  students -were  at  Wright  Field,,  ac number  of  flights-'were 
made,  in  the  Flyihg;'Class  ...Room,,  .within- 60‘ to  10G  -miles  of  the  ’field,  in  order  to 
conduct -. practical  navigation-  work;  Raring  the  roundabout  cross-country  gradua-  . 
tidin'  flight:  f rote  Wright  Field..- to-  Washington,  which  was'  participated  .in  by  -the 
entire  class  - of.  students  , as  well  as  the  ...instructors,  two  other  .planes  .were  util- 
ized' in  addition  to  the  .modified'  Fokker  Transport one  'being  a' Ford  Transport 
plane  and  the  other  an  0-11  Observation  plane,.  ii;:0aptain  F’inter  was  in. command  of 
the  flight  pnd ' Lieut . Wegqnberger- piloted  the,  .Flying  Class  Room.  The  students 
utilized  the  class-  room  in  shifts,  of  "three  at, .a  time..  They' plotted  their  loca- 
tion at  various  times  by  means  of 'their 'instruments  and  checked  the -result  with 
the  pilot.  -At  first  they  met  with  indifferent-  success-,'  'but  towards  the  latter 
part  of  the  flight  their  errors  rapidly1, diminished  arid  their  calculations  were 
practically  letter  perfect.  - . 

Complete'  radio  sending,  and  receiving,  sets  are  installed  in  the  Fokker,  and'  ‘ 
the  students  -were:  in'  constant . .commani cation  with  their  home  'station  as  - well  as 
with "other.', Air  Corps  stations  equipped -With  radio.  .The  radio  phas-e  of  the-i  -- 
course  .is  handled  • by  Lieut  s . -Le-Roy  .Wolfe  , Air  Corps  , andS.F.  Roberts , - Signal!’; 

Corps.  s ri;!’  in  r ■ \ \;W  ,J’"'  ',  I 

During, the1  flight. between  Wright  Field  and  Scott  Field,  the  radio  beacons' 
at  these  two •; stations  were  ;utilized'.  They  functioned  perfectly  -and  enabled  the  j 
pilot  to  .maintain' an  absolutely  s-traigh't  cours-e  to  his  destination.  -.  i'U'-' 

From -Bolling  Field  the  aerial  navigation  students  departed,  for  Mifchel  ' 

Field,  17. Y.  , and  the • flight,  contemplates1  touching  Boston,  Mass.,  and  Buffalo  i 
H.Y. , before- returning' to  Wright.  Field- in  time  for  the  graduation  exercises. 

• . ;-r--o0o — "•  - j- 


CRISSY  FIELD  FLIERS  STEP  OUT 


• . L i 

.if-W  ' 


"Here’s  something  for  you  fellows  flying  over  the.  Texas  plains  to  think  ! 
about,"  remarks:  the  Crissy  Field  Correspondent,  and  he  then  goes  .on-  to,  say:  "In 
the  month  of  -March,  36,288  miles  were  flown  out  of  - this  field  without  a forced- 
landing.  This  -included  a total  of  504- flights' and  359  hours  ih  the -air.  A by 
forced  landing  within  ten  miles  of  Crissy  Fie Id. means  you  swim,  and  not  having 
any  great  appetite  for  cold  water  we. just'  don’t  go/down  around  here.  Aside  from 
the  kidding, f .however , we  are  proud  of  this  record,  for  it  reflects  credit  pri- 
marily unon  t;he;. enlisted  nersonnel  of  this  field." 

-136- 


V-5886  ,A.  C. 


AIRSHIP  TG-5  WRECKED  AT  LAKEHURST,  N.J. 

The  mishap  to  the  Airship  TC-5  at  Lakehurs t , N.J.,  leaves  the  19th  Airship 
Company  at  Langley  Field,  Va.  , with  no  airships  -at  the  present  time.  The  expec- 
tations arc  that  a ship  will  he  flown  from  Scott  Field,  111.,  in  time  for  the 
summer  training  program. 

'The  TC-5  left  Langley  Field  for  Edgewood,  Md. , March  27th,  on  a photographic 
mission  in  connection  with  the  Chemical  Warfare  Demonstration  at  the  Edgewood 
Arsenal.  Leaving  at  10:30  a.m. , with  Captain  L.F.  Stone  in  command  and  Captain 

R. S.  McCullough  and  Warrant  Officer  R.E.  Lassiter,  pilots,  the  ship  arrived  at 
its  destination  at  1:50  p.m.,  and  was  moored  for  the  day  hy  means  of  the  Three 
Wire  Mooring  Device. 

On'  the  following  morning,  however,  the  wind'  had  increased  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  was.  thought  advisable  to  take  the  ship  into  the  air  until  same  had 
abated.  After  a three-hour  flight  over  Edgewood,  however,  the  wind  increased  in 
velocity  instead  of  subsiding,  and  the  ship  headed  for  Lakehurst,  N.J.,  landing 
at  the  Naval  Air  Station  after  a flight  of  l-§  hours.  At  Lakehurst  the  situation 
was  considered  too  dangerous  to  attempt  maneuvering  the  ship  into  the  hangar, 
and  another  flight  pf  three  hours  and  45  minutes  was  made,  the  ship  landing  at 
6:30  p.m.  The  attempt  to  maneuver  the  airship  into  the  hangar  proved  disastrous 
and  resulted  in  the  total  loss  of  same.  Approaching  the  hangar,  the  ship  was 
caught  in  a sudden  gust  of  wind,  tearing  it  from  the  hands  of  the  ground  crew, 
and  carrying  it  a mile  or  more  into  some’  trees  bounding  the  field.  Captain  Stone 
received  a fractured  elbow  and  Captain  McCullough’s  back  was  wrenched,  while  one 
member  of  the  ground  crew  received  minor  injuries. 

o0o-< — 

LANGLEY  FIELD  PERSONNEL  AID  IN  ALABAMA  FLOOD  RELIEF  WORK 

The  2nd  Bombardment  Group  was  ordered  by  the  Chief  of  Air  Corps  to  send  ten 
planes  to  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. , to  aid  in  the  rescue  and  relief  of  the  flood 
stricken  area.  One  hour  after  being  notified,  the  following  personnel  were  on 
the  way  in  0-11  and  A-3  planes:  1st  Lieut.  Janes  W.  Hammond  (in  command);  2nd 
Lieuts.  George  R.  Geer,  Warren  Higgins,  Charles  S.  Vaughn,  Willard  R. 

Wolfinbarger , Walter  H.  Agee,  Maurice  F.  Daly,  Air  Corps;  2nd  Lieuts.  Harley  B. 
Grater,  Howard  E.  Hall,  Emery  J.  Martin,  Air  Reserve;  Sergeant  Wallace  H. Yeager, 
Corporals  Bozhider  Berkitch,,  Earl  R.  Young,  Bernard  F.  Jablonsky,  Pvt.  l/Cl. 
Clarence  E.  Wei daw.  Pvt.  James  R.  Archer,  A.C.  Tactical  School;  Corporals  Edwin 

S.  Woodward  and  Roy  White,  59th  Service  Squadron,  and  Pvt.  Frank  Sirovic,  58th 
Service  Squadron. 

On  the  take-off  from  Augusta  Municipal  Airport,  Lieut.  Hammond,  due  to  a 
sputtering  Liberty,  crashed  the  top  of  a Ford  coupe,  dishing  his  right  wheel  and 
forcing  him  to  remain  at  Augusta.  Lieut.  Grater  was  sent  from  Maxwell  to 
Birmingham  for  a new  wheel  for  the  ship.'  On  his  way  from  Birmingham  to  Augusta 
his  Liberty  let  him  down  about  30  miles  out  of  Augusta  in  a very  soft  field. 
During  the  week  at  Maxwell  Field,  Lieut.  Higgins  and  Corp.  Woodward  were  let 
down  while  patrolling  the  back  of  the  Conecuh  River  at  an  altitude  of  about  100 
feet  looking  for  people  in  need  of  assistance  on  isolated  houses.  The  motor 
cut  out  completely,  causing  him  to  land  in  the  water,  the  only  place  for  landin';- 
which  was  available.  In  endeavoring  to  land  without  power,  the  right  wing  of 
the  plane  hit  a tree,  causing  Lieut.  Higgins  and  his  nassenger  to  be  thrown  out. 
They  landed  in  the  water  unhurt  and  were  picked  up  by  some  men  in  a row  boat. 

oOo • 

NEW  BOMBERS  ARRIVE.  AT  LANGLEY  FIELD  • 

Four  of  the  new  type  Keystone  bombing  planes,  LB-7fs,  equipped  with  Pratt- 
Whitney  "Hornets,"  arrived  recently  at  Langley  Field,  Va.  These  ships  7/ere 
ferried  down  from  the  factory  at  Bristol,  Pa.,  by  Captain  Sellers,  Lieuts.  Fair, 
Wolfinbarger  and  Malone.  These  ships  have  been  kept  very  busy  by  the  pilots  in 
an  attempt  to  steal  a few  minutes  at  the  wheel  to  see  what  the  future  holds  for 
them.  It  is  understood  that  Major  Knerr  has  a few  changes  that  ho  wished,  to 
make,  one  of  which  is  reducing  the  dihedral,  from  5°  to  3°  in  order  to  increase 
the  speed.  ' 
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ATTACK  GROUP  PERSONNEL  ELY  TO  MEXICAN  BORDER 


April  6th  Being  Amy  Day  and  marking  the  completion  of  the  aerial  firing 
season,  a Group  formation  of  27  ships  maneuvered  over  Port  Arthur,  Orange, 
Beaumont,  Houston  and  Galveston.  Returning .to  Port  Crockett  from  this  flight  at 
11:30  a. n.  ,' 'orders  were  found  directing  that  12  attack  planes  leave  immediately 
for  the  Mexican  Border  on  a mission  of  indefinite  duration.  The  take-off  was 
made  at  1:50  that  afternoon,  the  squadron  reaching  Marfa , Texas,  Before  dark. 

At  SI  Paso  the  following  morning  orders,  were  received  to  patrol  the  Border  from 
El  Paso  to  Port  Huachuca,  reporting  upon  arrival  to  Major  Lohman,  who  is  in  com- 
mand of  Air  Corps  patrol  activities  at  that  point.  The'  squadron  arrived  at  Port 
Huachuca  at  12:10  April  7th,  with  all  equipment  in  excellent  condition. 

The  take-off  from  Port-  Crockett  was  witnessed  with  some  anxiety,  as  for  the 
first  time  the  full  military  load,  with  a few  added  pounds , gras  carried.  The 
90th  Attack  Squadron  which  made  this  flight  and  is  liow  Based  at  Port  Huachuca 
comprises  the  following  officer  pilots:  Captain  Horace  IT.  Heisen  (commanding), 
Liouts.  J.  G.  Moore,  O.C.  George,  G.A.  McNair,  E.P.  Rohe R.  HBBer,.- R.  D.  Johnston 
A.M.,  Kelley,  F..M.  Ziegler,  J. II.  Williamson,  H.T.S.  HertzBerg  .and  W .S , Lee;. 

On  the  following  morning  forty-three  enlisted  men  And- Captain  C.EV  Brenn, 
Flight  Surgeon,  Lieuts.  J.T.  Flock,  W.I7.  Gross,  T.L.  Mosley,  W.L.  Lee,  W;H. 
Maverick  and  C.K.  Roath  left  By  train  for  the  90th  Squadron  Base  at  Huachuca. 

The  disappointed  members  of  the  8th  Attack  Squadron  are  laying  on  their  guns 
ready  and  eager  to  take  off  should  word  Be  received  from  the  Commanding  General. 

Communication  with  Captain  Keison  is  had  daily  by  means  of  the  new  short 
wave  radio  set  planned  and  constructed  By  Staff  Sergeant  C.P.  Smith  of  the 
3rd  Attack  Group  Comrauni cations  Department. 

oOo • 

NEW  BUILDINGS  AT  ROCKWELL  FIELD 

■ Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.,  will  soon  present  an  entirely  different 
appearaneeV  to.  the  hundreds  of  aviators.  ,.vdio.  have  long  Been  accustomed  to  seeing 
■ all,. the- -development  and  imposing  structures,  on  the  Navy  end  of  the  Island.  Bids 
are  shortly,- to  Be  opened, for  the  construction  of  one  Air  Corps  Barracks  to  ac- 
commodate 300  ehlis ted  men,  IS  sets  of  officers’  quarters  and  13  sets  of  noncom-  j 
missioned  .officers r quarters.  The  Buildings  are  to  Be  concrete  hollow- wall  con-  1 
st  ruction,  -with  tile- roofs  and  hardwood -floors..  They  will  Be  equipped  with  gas- 
steam' heating  system,  electric  refrigeration  and -other  ultra,  modern  convenien- 
ces, The  structures,  will  all  Be  of  a Mission  ‘type  akchitecfure-.-  The  plans  were 
drp.wn' By  the  Quartermaster  General ’s  Department  and  approved  By  Mr.  George  P. 
Ford,  American  institute  of  Architecture.  , 

The  only  Buildings  now  on  Rockwell  Field  which  will  Be  left  standing  when 
the  completed,  plans  for ' the  new.  field  are  -carried  out  are -the  three  new  hangars 
• now  occupied  By  the.  Depot,  the  hospital  and- two 'sets  of  officers'  quarters.  The 
proposed  quarter's,  administration  .Building  and  hangars  will  all  Be  erected  on 
the  south  end.  of  the  Island, - approximately  parallel  to  the  ocean  Beach. 

’■  . .---oOo , 

GOOD 'OLD  SHIP  GOES  TO  SCRAP  PILE 


"It  seems ' a pity says'  the’ Fairfield  Correspondent,  "that  some  of  the  good 
old  airplanes  cannot  Be  honored  in  some  - way,..  The,- old  parachute  ship  DT-2,  which 
was  made  By  the  Navy  and' went-  into  commission ’ in  1921  and ‘used  for  testing  para- 
chutes at  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  was  -finally  salvaged  last  month  after  doing 
yeoman  service  for  many  years  with  never  a mishap  . A new  0-1  has  Been  remodel 
and  converted  into  a parachute  ship  capable  of  'dropping  three  dummies  at  a tin  . 
It  takes  the  place  of  the  old  DT-2  and  it  is* 'hdped  that  if:  will  serve  as  long 
and  faithfully  as, "did  that  old  ship." 

' - A . .'  ...  - — oOo 

FLIGHT. SURGEON  RECEIVES  YOUNG  FORTUNE 


Flight  Surgeons  may  Be-  interested  in  knowing  that  Captain  Levy  S.  Johnson, 
Flight  Surgeon  at  Marshall  Field,  Ft.  Riley,  Kansas,  just  received  $934.00  re- 
funded pay  as  the  result  of  a recently  rendered  decision  of  the  Court  of  Claims 
following  a suit  to  establish  flying  pay  for  Flight- Surgeons  under  the  old  pay 

Bill.  • ''  ..  . V 
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NEW  CATERPILLAR  CLUB  MEMBERS 

In  the  issue  of  the  Rows  Letter  of  January  10,  1929,  the  score  of  the 
Caterpillar  Club  stood  at  110  lives  saved  and  116  emergency  jumps  made,  six 
jumps  being  repeaters.  At  this  writing  the  Caterpillar  Club  roster  shows  120 
names  and  127  jumps  made,  the  men  who  recently  joined  the  Grand  and  Exalted 
Order  of  Caterpillars’ being  shown  below,  viz: 


Date; 

Name 

Rank 

Place 

1928 

Dec. 

4 

E.orme  D.  Frost 

2nd  Lieut.  A.C. 

Wheeler  Field,  T.H. 

1929 

Jan.. 

26 

Julian  B.  Eaddon 

1st  Lieut.  A.C. 

Eew  Carlisle , Ohio . 

Jan. 

30 

Jack  3.  Story 

Civilian, Air  Fail 

Davenport,  Iowa. 

Feb. 

15 

William  M.  Morgan 

2nd  Lt-.  A.C.  Reserve 

Ee w Bal t imo r e , Mich. 

Mar-,; 

10 

T.  M.  Lowe 

1st  Lieut.  A.C. 

Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

Mar . 

11 

Charles  W.  Holman 

Civilian 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Mar. 

1.6 

John  H.  Tilton 

2nd  Lt.  A.C. Reserve 

Alexandria,  Va. 

Mar . 

22 

Paul  J.  Kanuit 

Civilian,  Air  Mail 

Harmon,  111. 

Mar. 

22 

Samuel  J.  Samson 

Civilian,  Air  Mail 

Lansing,  Indiana.,  • 

’ Mar . 

23 

Al.  Wilson 

Civilian 

Pacoima,  Calif. 

Mar . 

31 

Fred  Roulette 

Sergeant,  Ind.  E.G. 

Apr. 

14 

William  Wimer 

Capt.  Mo.  E.  G. 

Gumbo,  Mo.  ■ 

It  will 

he  observed  that  apparently  twelve  new  members  have  been  initiated 

into  the  Caterpillar  Club  since  the  last  compilation  of  the  membership,  from 
which  it  would  appear  that  there  is  a discrepancy  of  two  names  and  one  jump. 

In  the  attempt ■ on  the  part  of  the  Information  Division  of  the  Air  Corps  to  ob- 
tain a full  account  of  each  emergency  parachute  jump  made,  it  was  learned  that 
one  certain- individual,  apparently  a sensation  seeker,  had  reported  to  the  press 
'that  he  had  been  forced  to  jump 'from  an  airplane  during  flight.  The  account  of 
this  alleged  jump  appeared  in  several  newspapers,  and  it  was  assumed  that  the 
information  was  reliable.  Subsequent  investigation,  however,  developed,  the 
fact  that  there  was  no  record  of  an  Air  Mail  pilot  of  the  name  given,  nor  was 
there  any  trace  of  a wrecked  airplane  at  the  place  where  the  crash  was, supposed 
•to  have  occurred. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  Caterpillar  Club  is  a mythical  organization,  it 
is  by  no  means  desired  to  carry  any  mythical  names  on  its  rolls,  and  so  a heavy 

black  line  has  been  crossed  through  a certain  name  on  the  membership  roll. 

Through  his  life  saving  jump  on  March  23rd,  A1  Wilson  became  a second- 
degree  member  of  the  Caterpillar  Club  along  with  Captain  Frank  O’D-.  Hunter, 
Lieut.  Eugene  H.  Barksdale  (deceased)  and  Sergeant  Fred  P.  Miller.  Wilson’s 
first  jump  took  place  on  May  27,. 1928,  at  Hollywood,  Calif.  As  has  often  been 
mentioned  in- articles  on  the  Caterpillar  Club,  Col.  Charles  A.  Lindbergh  is  the 
Noble  Caliph,  Grand  Vizier,  High  Mogul,  or  what  have  you,  of  the  Order  hy 
-virtue  of  the  fact  that  he  made  four  emergency  jumps. 

Data  is  at  hand  giving  detailed  accounts ' of  a number  of  the  emergency 
parachute  jumps  recently  made,  and  these  accounts  are  hereM&d&er. rioted,  viz: 

AL  WILSOE,  Trapped  helplessly  upside  down  in  the  forward  cabin,  Phil  Jones',; 

29-year  old  airplane  me  chani  c , plunge  d to  his  death,  while  A1  Wilson, 

•noted  stunt  flyer,-  was  drifting  to  safety  in  his  parachute  when  the  twin  motor- 
ed giant  Gotha  German  bombing  plane  collapsed  at- an  altitude  of  7500  feet  and 
crashed  to  earth,  a quarter  of  a mile  fro  the  business  section  of  Pacoima. 

Wilson  himself  had  a narrow  escape  from  instant  death  when  he  had  difficul- 
ty in  opening  his  parachute;,  and  dropped  like- a plummet  a distance  of  3,000 
feet  before  he  was  able  to  jerk  the  ring  of  the  contrivance.  He' sprained  both, 
ankles  in  landing  a- mile  and  a half  from  the  scene  of  the  crash. 

The  accident  happened  at  about.  4:30  o’clock  during  the  filming  of  the  last 
scene  for  "Hell’s  Angels,"  a motion  picture  being  produced  by  Howard  Hughes, who 
purchased  the  machine  in  Germany  more,  than  a.  year.  ago.  With  Wilson  at  the  con- 
trols and  Jones  in  the  cabin  ahead  of  him,  the.  huge  bomber  took  off  from  Cado  . 
Field,  Van  Euys,  at  4:00  p.m.,  followed:  by  three  camera  planes  and  a fourth 
piloted  hy  Hughes  v/ho  was  directing  the  scene.  For  half  an  hour  the  flight 
maneuvered,  gaining  altitude  before  undertaking  the  scene  which  was  to  have 
shown  the  relic  of  Germany’s  aerial . circus  executing  a hazardous  tail  spin. 

At  a height  of  7,500  feet,  Hughes  signalled  Wilson  to  gp  into  a .spin.  The 
stunt  flyer  threw  the  ship  into  a series  of  spirals  with  a view  of  testing  its 
aDility  to  -withstand  the  strain.  As  it  flopped  ..over  on  its  side,  the  left  wing 
collapsed  and  the  huge  plane  turned  on  its  back  and,  as  Wilson  believes,  hurl-, 
ing  Jones  upside  down  against  the  ceiling  of  the  cabin.  Down  it  plunged  for 
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3,000  feet,  Wilson  desperately  trying  to  regain  control  in  spite  of  the  loosened 
wing.  Then  he  decided  to  abandon  the  ship.  He  shouted  to  Jones  to  jump, 
switched  off  the  ignition,  unfastened  his  own  safety  belt  that  had  secured  him 
to  his  seat,  and  worked  himself  free  of  the  falling  plane. 

Handicapped  by  heavy  gloves  he  was  wearing,  as  well  as  the  cumbersome 
goggles,  Wilson  struggled  in  vain  to  jerk  the  parachute  ring,  turning  over  many 
times  in  his  descent.  At  1,500  feet  he  succeeded  in  removing  his  gloves  and 
goggles,  enabling  him  to  release  the  chute.  Then  he  steered  himself  away  from 
buildings  and  trees  of  pacoima  and  struck  hard  as  he  landed  at  Pierce  and 
Bradley  Streets.  During  his  fall,  he  says,  he  believed  Jones  had  heard  his  com- 
mand and  was  coming  down  safely.  At  about  the  same  time  Wilson  came  to  earth 
the  Gotha  with  Jones  still  in  the  cabin  crashed  at  Terra  Bella  and  Hadden 
Streets,  plowed  through  a heavy  iron  fence,  and  brought  up  a demolished  heap  ir. 
the  orange  orchard  of  Dr.  G.  J.  Sayiin.  Wilson  was  given  emergency  treatment  at 
the  San- Fernando  Health  Center  and  returned  to  his  home  in  Hollywood. 

The  great  Gotha,  valued  at  $50,000,  was,  according  to  reports,  brought  to 
America  from  Germany  to  be  reconditioned  for  service  in  the  film.  It  was 
equipped  with  two  Liberty  motors  of  425  horsepower  each  and  was  piloted  across 
the  country  by  Captain  Rsscoe  Turner.  Since  its  arrival  in  Los  Angeles  some 
months  ago  it  has  been  flown  by  Ben  Lyon  and  James  Hall,  two  of  the  players  in 
the  picture,  without  mishap. 

A short  time  ago  Hughes  broadcast  an  invitation  for  airmen  to  take  it  up 
and  perform  the  needed  tail  spin.  Twenty-five  leading  aviators  refused  to  try 
it,  saying  that  it  would  be  next  to  impossible  to  do  so.  Wilson,  however,  back- 
ed by  assertions  of  aircraft  experts  that  the  ship  would  stand  the  strain, 
ta  deled  the  job.  He  (Wilson)  stated,  however,  that  he  begged  Jones,  who  was  his 
friend,  not  to  accompany  him,  feeling  equal  to  the  job  of  handling  the  plane  -alk 
alone.  But  Jones  insisted  on  going  aloft  as  mechanic.  It  was  the  lirst  time, 
Wilson  declared,  that  he  had  ever  taken  anyone  up  with  him  on  a stunt  job. 

Wilson  had  a narrow  escape  last  summer  while  performing  another  aerial 
trick  for  the  film, when  the  propeller  of  his  plane  dropped  off  in  mid  air  over 
Hollywood.  He  landed  in  his  parachute  on  the  roof  of  a house  rich, Suiter  .Avenue . 

PAUL  P.  COLLINS,  pilot  of  the  national  Air  Transport,  whose  initiation  into  the 
Caterpillar  Club  was,  to  say  the  least,  a rather  wild  experi- 
ence, made  the  following  report  on  his  jump: 

"Left  Cleveland  at  4:00  a.m.  on  November  18th  with  DAT  Radio  Ship  #24, 
having  approximately  600  pounds  of  mail  and  200  pounds  ci  .express.  The  weather 
was  good  to  Mercer;  practically  clear.  Weather  from  Beilefcnte  to  Hadley  was 
reported  good.  There  was  a line  squall  traveling  at  the  rate  of  about  25  miles 
per  hour,  which  passed  Cleveland  at  11:00  p.m.  with  strong  gusty  winds,  which  I 
figured  to  hit  in  the  vicinity  of  Clarion,  and  from  pilot  Underhill’s  report, 
then  down  at  Mercer,  it  was  practically  impossible  to  fly  under  this  storm,  so  I 
decided  to  go  over  it.  Cloud  formation  started  just  beyond  Mercer  and  kept 
getting  higher.  Was  over  clouds  at  this  time.  As  I approached  the  vicinity  of 
Clarion,  the. clouds  looked  lower  to  Northeast,  so  I changed  my  course,  thinking  j 
that  I could  climb  over  them.  Shortly  after  this,  they  began  building  up  higher  i 
and  higher  and  seeing  that  I could  not  get  over  them,  flew  into  them  at  approxi- 
mately 10,000  feet  altitude,  figuring  to  be  in  them  not  over  15  or  20  minutes, 
and  then  have  these  clouds  drop  away  and  'v  3 over  them  again.  For  the  first  five 
minutes  the  air  was  fairly  bumpy,  but  not  bad;  just  kept  me  on  my  toes  to  keep 
ship  on  course.  At  this  time  in  the  darkness  and  black  clouds  I could  see 
nothing  but  the  instrument  board  and  absolutely  nothing  outside  the  cockpit. 

The  instrument  lights  were  not  turned  on,  oecause  I wanted  to  be  able  to  see 
any  break  in  the  clouds  or  stars,  if  they  appeared  overhead,  but  1 could  read 
the  instruments  perfectly. 

Was  maintaining  a perfect  southeast  course,  when  suddenly  ran  into  extreme- 
ly rough  air,  however,  not  any  rougher  than  I had  flown  through  many  times  be- 
fore. Suddenly  the  ship  seemed  to  acquire  great  speed  and  the  turn  indicator, 
was  thrown  hard  to  the  right  and  stayed  there  despite  my  efforts  to  dislodge  it. 

I pulled  hard  un  on  the  stick  and  gave  full  left  rudder,  easing  off  the  motor  at 
the  same  time.  The  ship  seemed  to  slow  up  and  the  air  speed  indicator  came  bach  ,» 
to  60  or  70  miles  per  hour  but  the  turn  indicator  was  still  to  the  right.  This 
was  only  momentary  and  the  ship  immediately  picked  up  terrific  speed  again.  The 
last  I noticed,  the  ship  was  traveling  approximately  150  miles  per  hour  with  the 
turn  indicator  still  hard  right.  I exerted  all  the  pressure  that  I could  on  the  ] 
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stick  to  pull  it  ‘bade  and  although  there  was  slight  elasticity  in  its  action,  I 
could  not  pull  it  hack  towards  me,  evidently  due  to  great  pressure  upon  the  flip- 
pers. At  this  time  there  began  a violent  snapping.  Ey  snapping  I mean  nothing 
that  X could  hear,  but  just  as  if  someone  had  hold  of  me  and, was  shaking  me*  The 
snapping  was  so  violent  that  my  head  was  thrown  back  and  forth  and  it  seemed  to 
me  at  this  time  that  the  speed  of  the  ship  was  terrific.  The  last  X noticed, the 
altimeter  read  approximately  six  or  seven  thousand  feet,  which, was  just  before 
the  snapping  began.  I was  positive  before  the,  snapping  began  that  there  was 
something  wrong,  with  the  ship  and  when  it  actually  began  snapping  I knew  there 
was  nothing  more  that  I could  do.  The  motor  v/as  off  at  this.  time.  The  rudder 
action  before  the  snapping  began  seemed  Q.K.  for  pressure  but  could  get  no 
response.  The  aileron  action  at  this  time  is  hard  for  me  to  judge,  because  all 
my  efforts  on  the  stick  were  to  pull  it  back  and  try  to  get  the  nose  up.  The 
big  ball  seemed  fairly  well  centered  at  all  times  before  snapping  began.  I have 
been  in  many  spins  but  this  was. entirely  different  - so  much  more  violent.  As  I 
look  back  on  it  now,  I cannot  say  whether  the  spinning  or  snapping  was  to  the 
left  or  to  the  right,.  When  the  snapping  began  it  was  the  first  time  that  X 
thought  of  getting  out  and  I immediately  unfastened  the  safety  belt  and  started 
to  get  up,  but  have  no  remembrance  of  getting  out  and  actually  jumping. 

It  seemed  like  I fell  out,  which  would  indicate  that  the  ship  was  either  on 
its  back  or  at  least  more  on  its  back  than  right  side  up.  I saw  nothing  of,  the 
ship  and  it  took  me  some  time  to  locate  the  ring,  probably  falling  1,000  or 
.1,500  feet  before  I found  it  and  opened  the  parachute.  The  parachute  opened  al- 
most instantaneously,  pinning’  my  left  arm  up right . I might  have  disengaged  it, 
but  .figured  it  better  to  leave  well  enough  alone.  Still  I saw  nothing  except  a 
possible  shading  of  the  surroundings  to  a darker  tone  color.  I hit  the  ground 
without  seeing,  it.  first.  The  parachute  caught  in  the  second  growth  trees  and 
did  not.  drag  me.  and,  although  the  wind  on  the  ground  was  about  30  or  40  miles 
per  hour,'  I landed  behind  a' slight  hill,  which  somewhat  sheltered  me  from  this 
v/ind.  2Teglected  to  say  .that  shortly  after  the  parachute  had  opened,  I heard  a 
dull  crash,  which  was  undoubtedly  the  ship.  From  the  time  I first  went  into  the 
clouds  until  I hit  the  ground  I saw  nothing  except  the  instrument  board. 

After  forty-five  minutes  of  wandering  through  the  darkness  along  a pipe 
line,  I came,  to  a house  and  aroused  its  occupant,  Mr.  Himes,  who  immediately 
started,  gathering  a number  of  men.  These,  men  arrived  about  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning  and  .we  started  to  search  for  the  ship.  I first  went  down  to  recover 
my." parachute  and  near  it  wo  found  the  lower  left  wing,  broken  off  about  one- 
quarter  .way  out,  and  three-fourths  intact . Thon  we  started  through  the  woods, 
finding  small  debris  from  the  plane  as  we  proceeded  100  yards  apart , 10  of  us  in 
a line,,  in  the  direction  of.  the.  wing.  Discovered  ship  three-quarters  of  a mile 
west  by  southwest  of  the  wing.  Sent  back  men  for  camera,  took  three  pictures 
and  then  with  axes,  shovels  and  crowbars  we  started  to  reclaim  the  mail.  This 
was  recovered  entirely,  although  most  of  the  sacks  were  split  open.  $e  secured 
some  wheat  sacks  and  placed  the  loose  and  split  sacks  in  them  and  took  them  to 
3rookville,  Penna.  , which  is  35  miles  by  road  from  the  scene  of  the  wreck.  He 
arrived  in  Brookville  at  1:30  p.n.  and  turned  over  everything  .to  the  Assistant 
Postmaster,  there.  From  inspection  of  the  ship,  could  see  nothing  but  few  nuts 
.and  bolts  to  salvage . Hone  of  the  trees  around  the  wreck  were  touched,  indicat- 
ing that  the  fuselage  hit  directly  on  its  nose.  The  nose  of  the  motor  was  buried 
about  seven  feet  into  the  ground." 

J.  ORDWAY  HEBSTER,  pilot  in  the  enrol  oy  .of  the  national  Air  Transport,  Inc.,  en- 
countering-fog,  the  airman’s  nemesis,  '"as  finally  forced-  to 
abandon  his  plane  and  stake  everything  on  his  parachute.  His  report  follows: 

"I  left  Cleveland  December  17th  in  plane  39,  with  the  second  section  of 
Consolidated  Frisco  14th  and  15th  and  Eight  Chicago  16th  at  10:35  a.n.  by  the 
clock  in  the  ship.  From  Cleveland  to  Belief onto  I flew  a 115  degree  course, 
passing  over  Bellefonte  at  12:42  p.n.  At  Bellefonte'  I changed  my  course  to  120 
degrees  and  went  blind  at  the  Hitt  any  mountains..  Changed  my  altimeter  then  to 
the  last  Hadley  barometric  report  that  I had  received  at  Cleveland. 

Came  down  to  three  thousand  feet  above  sea  level  to  miss  Hoodward  and  flew 
at  that  level  until  approximately  12:57  p.m.  and  then  came  down  to  twenty-seven 
.hundred  and  flew  at  this  altitude  until  1;.42  p.m.  Came  down  to  two  thousand 
feet  until,  2:10  p.m.  and  then  down  to  fifteen  hundred  for  a short  time  and  then 
gradually  down  to  one  thousand , and  at  two  hours  out  of  Bellefonte  was  flying  at 
that  level.  Then  I started  to  feel  for  the  ground  and  came  down  to  three  or 
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four  hundred  feet  and  at  that  altitude  had  hd  visibility  except  down.  Did  this 
three  or  four  tines  seeing  trees  each  tine  not  over  fifty  feet  from  the  wings. 
Went  back  up  to  seven  or  eight  hundred  and  flew  until  3:10  p.m.  , when  I cane 
down  again  to  four  hundred  and  saw  water  beneath,  very  indistinctly.  I thought 
it  was  Long  Island  Sound  or  the  bay  and  flew  for  fifteen  minutes  on  the  sane 
course  at  seven  or  eight  hundred  and  then  cane  down  to  two  or  three  hundred  and 
saw  water  beneath.  I gradually  gained  altitude  on  same  course  and  finally  turn- 
ed due  North  and  cleared  the  top  of  the  clouds  at  four  thousand  and  flew  at  forty 
five  hundred,  looking  for  an  opening  in  the  overcast.  After  about  thirty  or 
forty  minutes  above  the  clouds  came  down  to  one  thousand  feet  trying  to  find  the 
ground  and  afraid  to  go  any  lower  not  knowing  the  altitude  of  terrain  as  I did 
not  know  my  exact  location;  after  this  I changed  my  course  to  three  hundred  de- 
grees and  gained  a little  altitude. 

The  main  tanks  went  absolutely  dry  at  4:25  p.m.,  and  then  I came  down  to 
twelve  hundred  feet  and  not  seeing  anything,  started  to  climb  back  up  on  the 
gravity,  gathering  up  my  gloves,  goggles,  helmet  and  flashlight  and  fastening  up 
my  parachute,  and  then  the  motor  stopped  at  an  altitude  of  fifty-four  hundred 
feet.  Waiting  until  after  the  propeller  stopped,  I shut  off  the  ignition  switch- 
es, navigation  lights,  instrument  board  lights  and  wound  the  stabilizer  all  the 
way  back.  The  ship  was  then  at  an  altitude  of  fifty- two  hundred  feet.  Crawling 
out,  I climbed  down  to  the  bottom  step  and  pushed  myself  off  by  pushing  up  on 
the  exhaust  pipe.  After  clearing  the  shin  well,  found  the  ring  and  gave  it  a 
strong  pull,  the  parachute  opening  immediately.  I -saw  nothing  coming  down  until 
approximately  two  hundred  feet  from  the  ground,  the  parachute  starting  to  oscil- 
late as  it  neared  the  ground.  Unable  to  distinguish  much  beneath  due  to  dark- 
ness, I landed  in  some  small  trees  about  fifteen  feet  high,  and  after  dropping 
down  from  the  tree  walked  to  a gas  filling  station  about  the  distance  of  two 
city  blocks  and  used  their  telephone  to  call  the  manager  at  Hadley.  Inquired 
from  the  station  attendant  and  found  that  I had  landed  at  Suffield,  Conn. 

It  is  evident  that  I was  out  over  the  Atlantic  when  I sighted  water,  for 
the  period  of  time  that  I flew  north  with  approximately  a fifty-mile  south  wind 
on  my  tail,  I should  have  been  up  in  Northern  Massachusetts  when  the  gas  tanks 
went  clry,  if  I had  been  over  the  Sound. 

I did  not  hear  the  ship  when  it  crashed  and  attempted  to  locate  it  through 
the  Deputy  Sheriff,  and  he  asked  station  WTIC  to  broadcast  the  information, which 
was  done  at  6:20  p.m.  Someone  called  up  the  Deputy  Sheriff’s  wife  saying  that  a 
mail  plane  had  landed  across  the'  Connecticut  Diver  in  Thompsonville , Conn.  When 
I arrived  at  the  place  the  ship  crashed,  which  was  in  a swamp,  I found  that  the 
Postmaster  of  Thompsonville  had  removed  the  mail  and  express  and  forwarded  it  to 
New  York  City  via  train  81  on  N.Y. , N.K.  and  H to  Hartford.  At  this  time  I also 
noted  that  the  ship  clock  and  various  other  little  things had  been  stolen  from 
the  ship  and  my  flying  boots  had  also  been  stolen.  In  the  descent,  I lost  ny 
gloves,  helmet  and  goggles . I waited  until  Mr.  Mexwell  arrived  to  take  charge 
of  the  crash  and  left  at  5:00  a.n.  on  the  18th  for  Plainfield,  arriving  home  at 
11:00  a.m. 


LIHUT.  NOBME  D.,  FROST  passed  through  a most  unusual  experience  in  attempting  to 

release  his  safety  belt  in  order  to  leave  his  fast  spin- 
ning ship,  the  controls  of  which  had  been  rendered  useless.  While  in  the  act  of 
opening  his  belt  the  fingers  of  his  left  hand  were  caught  in  the  metal  loop  of 
the  buckle,  and  it  required  almost  superhuman'  efforts  to  pull  them  free.  He 
was  flying  a PW-9C  pursuit  plane  from  Wheeler  Field,  T.H.,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  jump  was  in  an  upside  down  position  spinning  with  the  nose  nearly  down. 

The  speed  of  the  plane  was  estimated  as  about  200  to  250  miles  per  hour. 

"After  having  completed  practice  machine  gun  fire  on  a tow  target,"  Lieut. 
Frost  stated,  "I  proceeded  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  airdrome  and  began 
practicing  aerial  acrobatics.  After  about  thirty  minutes  of  such,  I decided  to 
do  an  upside-down  (or  outside )spin.  I had  performed  this  type  of  spin  several 
times  in  the  past  month  with  no  trouble  in  coming  out  of  them.  On  this  occa- 
sion I climbed  to  the  usual  altitude  of  5,000  feet  before  going  into  the  spin 
and  climbed  the  ship  as  though  to  loop  it.  I stalled  it  at  the  top  when  bottom 
side  up  and  then  kicked  right  madder  and  pulled  the  stick  back  in  the  right  rear 
position.  The  ship  began  to  spin  in  the  inverted  or  bottom-side  up  position 
with  the  nose  pointing  downward  slightly.  The  spin  gradually  became  tighter  and 
tighter  and  the  nose  pointed  straighter  towards  the  ground  at  every  revolution 
with  no  further  effort  to  make  it  do  so. 
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After  the  usual  third  or  fourth  turn  I attempted  to  bring  the  ship  out  of 
the  spin.  I deviated  slightly  as  though  it  was  going  to  roll  out , just  in  the 
same  manner  as  it  had  done  in  all  the  other  spins,  but  immediately  assumed  the 
spin  again  only  in  a faster  and  tighter  manner.  I placed  the  controls  in  every 
conceivable  position  both  gently  and  violently  but  they  had  no  effect  whatever 
and  felt  as  they  do  when  working  them  while  sitting  on  the  ground.  I blasted 
the  motor  with  the  throttle  a couple  of  times,  but  it  only  tended  to  tighten  the 

spin.  At  the  time  I first  attempted  to  chock  the  spin  I had  lost  about  a thous- 

and. feet  and  had  four  thousand  feet  yet  to  go.  I must  have  fought  to  bring  the 
ship  out  of  the  spin  in  another  two  thousand  feet  and  realized  it  was  useless  to 
try  it  any  longer.  By  this  time  the  speed  downward  was  great,  for  everything 
was  whistling  and  I felt  it.  . I was  spinning  so  fast  that  the  different  objects 
on  the  ground  formed  many  concentric  circles  and  I could  not  distinguish  a 
single  object.  It  was  ,all  a whirling  blur  and  I could  not  tell  how  close  to  the 
ground  I was,  but  I did  realize  that  I had  time  to  release  myself  from  the- ship. 

I pushed  off  the  rubber  band  that  safetiod  the  buckle  on  the  belt  and  with 

my  left  fingers  pulled  the  buckle  to  release  it.  Due  to  the  nature  of  the  spin 
the  centrifugal  force  was  terrific  and  tended  to  .throw  me  outward  and  I hung 
heavy  against  the  belt.  Ifiy  eyes  felt  the  pressure  and  seemed  like';.': 'they  were 
about  to  pop  out,  but  I could  see  everything  about  the  plane  all  right.  As  the 
buckle  o.f:  the  belt  was  pulled,  the  tips  of  the  middle  and  ring  fingers  on  ray 
left  hand  became  caught  in  the  metal  loop  of  the  buckle  and  acted  as  a wedge 
which  prevented  the  loon  from  slipping  through  the  other  half  of  the  buckle  and 
releasing  me  from  the  plane.  My  fingers  were  pinched  numb  and  I looked  in  my’ 
lap  and  saw  thorn  caught  thoro..  I pulled  on  the  bottom  of  the  seat  with  my  right 
hand  to  lessen  my  weight  against  the  belt  but  the  centrifugal  force  was  too 
great  and  I could  not  move  myself  enough  to  loosen  the  buckle  and  free  my  fin- 
gers. I realized  the  situation  and  knew  the  ground  was  coming  fast,  so  I grasp- 
ed my  left  wrist  with  ray  right  hand  and  had  to  yank  hard  twice  to  tear  my  im- 

prisoned fingers  loose.  It  was  only  then  that  the  belt  opened,  and  I was  thrown, 
out  instantly  like  a rock  from  a catapult,  face  towards  the  sky  and  head 
downward. 

I soon  found  the  rip  cord  to  my  parachute  and  pulled  it  out,  the  chute  open- 
ed at  once  and  I floated  only  about  800  feet  from  the  ground.  I flew  out  of  the: 

plane  so  quickly  that  I did  not  know  which  way  it  or  I went  and  never  saw  it 

again  till  after  I landed.  I was  in  the  air  in  my  parachute  only  long  enough  to 
slip  it  to  prevent  landing  in  the  gulch  which  was  coming  towards  me.  I tried  to 
twist  myself  around  some  so  as  to  land  properly,  but  had  not  time  enough  as  I 
then  hit  the  ground  near  the  edge  of  the  gulch.  I was  not  hurt  in  the  least,  . 
though  it  was  an  awful  jolt  as  I fell  in  some  backward  posit i o n . 

I heard  the  plane  crash  just  after  my  chute  opened,  but  was  so  busy  prepare 
ing 'to  land  myself  that  I couldn’t  enjoy  the  scenery  as  I' descended.  As  soon  as 
I hit  I jumped  up  and  waved  at  a fellow  pilot  circling  overhead  to  let  him:  know 
that  I was  all  O.K.,  and  then  examined  my  damaged- fingers . I had  landed  only 
about  100  yards  from  where  my  plane  crashed  and  soon  discovered  it  only  slightly 
visible  above  the  ground. 

As  I shot  out  of  the  plane , I didn't  waste  any  time  grabbing  for  the  rip 
cord,  for  I knew  that  the  ground  must  be  close.  I never  felt  of • so  many  strange 
belts  and  straps  that  go  to  make  up  a normal  parachute  in  my  life  and  I could 
not  find  the  ring  in  its  accustomed  resting  place  for  ages  (so  it  seemed) , - but 
at  last  I discovered  it  up  under  my  armpit  and  I jerked  it  clear.  I saw  the 
chute  suddenly  open  against  the  sky  and  then  more  suddenly  I was  looking  in  the 
opposite  direction  and  discovered  . the  ground  directly  below  me.  All  the  time 
that  I was  feeling  for  the  rip  cord. I was  forcing  myself  to  hurry,  for  I was 
sure  that  I would  hit  the  ground. before  I could  make  anything  happen.  I had 
been  fighting  and  straggling  against  that  terrible  centrifugal  force  for  4,000. 
fee t-  and  all  my  efforts  seemed  to  move  like  the  slow  motion  pictures  on  the 
screen.  I felt  the  relief  of  ho ing  freed  from. the  plane  and  felt  it  greater  yet 
after  I found  the  rip  cord  and  the  parachute  opened.  I thought  of  the  relief 
that  I must  have  given  my'  spectators  that  saw  me;  I thought  o-f  the  narrow  escape 
that  I had  had  from  death  and  was  glad  to. see  the  ground  that  was  standing  still 
once  more.  I didn't  feel  any  fear  at.  any  time;  I just  seemed  to  realize  what 
was  coming  if  I didn't  get  out  and  get  that  chute  to  working.  .1  was  not  dizzy 
and  my  eyes  were  normal.  I.  felt  no  discomfort,  physically  while  floating  in  the  ■ 
air  nor  did  I feel  any  effects  from  my  spin  in . the ; plane.  I thought  of  the  pos- 
sibilities of  spraining  my  weakest  ankle,  and  also  my  knee,  which  I had  injured 
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two  ..weeks  before , -'/But  figured  - that  was  mch  preferred  to  what  I had  just  avoided. 
After  lauding  on  the  ground;  and  discovering  that  I was  unhurt  except  for  ray  fin- 
gers, I gathered  up  ray  chute  and.  started  walking  towards  the  field  very  happy  in 
ray  thoughts  that  I was  alive  for  ray  family’s  sake.  I didn't  experience  any  after 
effects  nor  did  I feel  excited,  although  the  fingers  on  ray  left  hand  trembled 
considerably • ■ I wanted  to  get. in  another  ship  as  soon  as  I got  back  to  the  field 
and  did  after  ray  fingers  were  dressed.  I was  not  afraid  of  it  and  did  all  the 
usual  stunts  except  another  up  side. -down  outside  spin." 

LIEUT.  JULIANS.  HAUDON,  after  becoming  insensible' 'through  la.ck  of  oxygen  and 

1 ':i;  dropping  25,000  feet  in  his-  plane  , regained  conscious- 
ness..in  time  to  discover  kis  ■ ship  in  flames.  In  the- following  narrative  he  re-  I; 

lates  his  thrilling  experiences  and  graphically  describes  his  escape  from  death. 

"On  Saturday,  -January  26,  1929,  at  9:30  a-. in.  , " Lieut.  Haddon  stated,  "I 
took  off  from  bright  Field,  - Layton,  Ohio,  in- an  experimental  single-seater  Array 
pursuit  airplane,  equipped  With  a D-12,  430  h.p.  motor,  with  side  type  exhaust 
driven  supercharger.  This  was  one  of  the  regular  scheduled  test  flights  which 
are  conducted  on  all  types  of -airplanes  and  equipment  by  the  United  States  Array 
Air  Corps  at  Wright  Field. 

The  purpose  of  this  particular  flight  was  to  determine  the.  best  climbing 
speed  and  the  maximum  speed  at  service  ceiling  of  this  airplane  when  equipped 
with  a supercharger.  The  supercharger  is  an  apparatus  for  preventing  decreased 
power  of  the  motor  due  to  the  rareness  of  the  atmosphere  at  higher  altitudes.  In  i 
an  airplane  of  this  type,  the  use  of  the  supercharger  has  increased  the  altitude 
to  which  the  plane  will,  fly  from  about.  21,000  feet  to  approximately  35,000  feet. 

It  has  been  found  from  experiments'  made  by  the  Army  Medical  Corps,  and  from 
actual  flight  tests  that  at  ail  altitudes  above  15,000  feet  the  atmosphere  begins  j 
to  get  so  thin  that  there  is  insufficient  oxygen  available  for  the  average  person 
to  function  normally.  At  the  extremely  high  altitude  which  was  contemplated  on 
this  particular  flight,  it  was,  of  course,  necessary  to  carry  a supply  of  oxygen. 
This  oxygen  Was  Inhaled  through  the  mouth  by  means  of  a small  tube  with  a rubber 
nipple,  a valve  being  installed  in  the  tube  to  regulate  the  amount  required. 

The  extremely  cold  temperatures  found  at  the  higher  altitudes  makes  very 
bulky  clothing  necessary.  The  coldest'  temperature  I found  on  this  flight  was  50  I 
degrees  below  zero  Centigrade.  I 'wore. a heavy  blanket-lined  flying  spit,  mocca-' 
sins,  fur-lined,  fur -helmet  and  face  mask  and,  of  course,  goggles  and  parachute. 

The-  start  of  the  climb  was  made  at  90.  mii@s  per  hour,  with  a decrease  of 
speed  of  approximately  one  mile  per  1,000  f at.  This  speed  has  been  predetermin- 
ed by  calculations  as  the  best  climbing  speed,  and  I was  required. to  fly  accord-  • 
inglv.  Ait20!;OOO  feet,  I,  was  required  to  make  a record  of  the  following:  Atmos- 
phere temperature,  engine  revolutions,  and  engine  temperature.  This  information 
was  written  on  a card  fastened  "on  the  leg  of  the  aviator.  Due  to  the  heavy  fly- 
ing equipment  and  the  extreme  cold  I had  some  difficulty  in  making  the  required 
notes.  While  at  this  time,  I Was  flying  at-  the  ..-poire et  speed  and  regulating  the 
supply  of  oxygen. to  make  certain  that  I was  obtaining  a sufficient  amount. 

I climbed  to  an  altitude  of  32,000  feet  in  approximately  35  minutes  and 
found  the  temperature  50  below  zero.  At  this  altitude  I experienced  difficulty 
in  breathing  the  oxygen  through  the  nipple,  as  ice: would  form  on  and  in  -ohe 
nipple  from  the  saliva  from  my  mouth.  Excessive. saliva  is  caused,  by  inhaling 
oxygen  through  the  mouth.  At  this’- time  the  cardrequired  that  I . f ly  for  a few 
minutes  at  61  miles  per  hour  and  I climbed  to  34,00.0  feet.  There  I remember 
reaching  in  a half  asleep  fashion  for  the  nipple  of  the  oxygen  tube,  which  had 
fallen  out  of  my  mouth.  At  this  instant.  I became  unconscious  and  di-d  not  regain 
consciousness  until  the  aircraft  had  dived,  to  about  9,000  feet.. 

When  I regained  consciousness,  I felt  nauseated,  a-  condition  caused  by  lack  : 
of  oxygen.  I immediately  put  the  nipple  in  my  mouth  and  took  several  long  in- 
hales of  the  precious  oxygen.  I thought  I had  been  uned ft's ci bus  for  a few  .seconds 
only  and  was  surprised  to  note  the  altitude  meter  - recording  9,0u0  feet,  I realiz-  , 
ed  immediately  that  I had  been  unconscious  for  - some"  time  and  during  the  period 
had  dived  about  25,000  feet  towards  the  ground.  I am-  thoroughly,.  convinced  that  • 
ice  had  formed  in  the  nipple  of  the  oxygen  tube  and  prevented  my  getting  suffi- 
cient to  remain  conscious,  as  I had  more' than  sufficient  oxygep  for  the  flight. 

As  this  type  of  aircraft  is  very  stable,  it  is.  believed  it  .went  into  a glide  1 
and  dove  at  about  a 45- degree'  angle  for  the  25,000  feet  a-t  a speed  of  approxi- 
mately 320  miles  per  hour.  This  inherent  stability;  is  built  into  this  type  of 
aircraft  to  take  care  of  such  conditions  as  I encountered.  An  unstable  airplane 
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would  have  gone  into  a vertical  dive  and  disintegrated,  due  to  excessive  speed 
caused  "by  gravity  and  the  motor  "being  wide  open. 

When  I regained  consciousness,  I noticed  that  the  motor  was  running  uneven- 
ly and  would. not  turn  up  more  than  700  revolutions  per  minute,  whereas  normally 
this  motor  would'  turn  up , approximately  2,200  revolutions  with  full  throttle.  I 
immediately  looked  for  Wright  Field,  as  I realized  that  a forced  landing  was  im- 
•minent . ' -I  started  gliding  toward  the  field,  which  was  about  20  miles  south, 
e After,  losing  about  3,000  feet  altitude,  gliding  toward  the  field,  I observed 
“flames  in  the  motor  compartment,  between  the  banks  of  the  motor  and  forward  of  t 
the  fire  wall  and  gasoline  tank. 

My  first  thought  was  not  to  jump  but  to  try  to  land  the  plane.  I continued 
to  glide  toward  the  field.  I pulled  the  automatic  fire  extinguisher,  which 
-sprays  a fire-extinguishing  liquid  over  the  motor.  As  it  was  later  determined, 

•the  origin  of  the  fire  was  in  the  crank  case,  and  this  liquid  could  not  reach 
the -flame.  In  consequence  it  did  little  good.  After  pulling  the  fire  ext  in*' 
guisher.  and  noting '.'the  fire  was  not  dying  out,  I made  the  decision  to  leave  the 
plane,  knowing  that  the  trusty  Army  parachute  would  open,  provided  I had  suffi- 
■ cien't  altitude  for  it  to  open.  At  3,000  feet  I unfastened  my  safety  belt  and 
nosed1- the  ship  over  suddenly,  expecting  to  catapult  myself  out  over  the  upper 
wing.  "While  stationed  at  . Selfridge  Field,  Mich.  , I had  made  up  my  mind  that 
this  was  the  best  way  to  get  out  of  a pursuit  ship. 

Instead  of  being  catapulted  out,  I was  merely  thrown  upon  the  headrest  in 
rear  of  the  cockpit.  I still  had  hold  of  the  control  stick  and  immediately  pull- 
ed the  plane  up  into  a stall  and  fell  over  the  left  side  between  the  left  wing 
and  stabilizer.  The  question  is  often  asked  whether  or  not  ife  requires  much 
nerve  to  leave  an  airplane  While  several  thousand  feet  up  in 'the  air  and  to  dive 
into  space,  depending  entirely  on  the  proper  functioning  of  a few  yards  of  silk. 

I feel  that  I am  qualified  to  state  that  when  an  airplane  catches  on  fire  in  the 
air  the  pilot  must  make  his  decision  and  act  accordingly  so  quickly  that  he  has 
little  time  for  fear. 

The  pilot  knows  that,  sometimes,  it  is  just  a few  seconds  from  the  time  the 
flames  appear  until  the  gas  tank  explodes  - consequently,  it  is  a feeling  some- 
what akin  to  relief  when  he  finds  himself  free  from  the  threatening  flames,  float- 
ing through  "space  and  tugging  at  the  rip  cord  of  the  parachute.  Immed'’  utely 
after  clearing  the  ship  I pulled  the  rip  and  the  parachute  snapped  open. 

I dould  see  the  pilotless  airplane  and  if.  reminded  me  of  .hundreds  of  planes 
I had  watched-  gliding-  into  a field  to  make  a landing.'  I estimated  that  it  con- 
tinued in  a- glide  at  about  45  degrees,  and  at  about  120  miles  per  hour  air  speed. 

If  I had  not  known  that  it  .was  the  plane  I had  just  left.,  I would  have  thought, 
nothing  of  it,  as  it  glided  down  to  land  as.  if  piloted  by  a skilled  pilot.  The 
plane  struck  the  ground  in  a right-side-up  position,  with  the  right  wing  slight- 
ly down.  Part  of  the  landing  gear  was  knodk&d  offhand  it  slid  about  200  yards 
over  the  frozen  ground  on  the  fuselage  and  rolled  over.  It  continued  to  burn 
and  was  destroyed  by  fire  within  about  30  minutes.- 

I had  been  watching'  the  plane  with  a great  deal  of  curiosity  and  expecting 
it  to  explode  at  any  instant,  when  suddenly  I realized  I was  approaching  the 
ground.  I was  drifting  very  fast,  due  to  the  wind.:,  and  from  the  best  calcula- 
tions I could  make  it  seemed  certain  that , I would  land  in  the  middle  pf- a small 
clump  of  woods  whi-ch  was  composed,  of  pretty  .tall  trees.  I pictured  myself 
hanging-  from  the  top  of  a tall,  tree  by:  the.  shroud  lines  of  the  parachute  and 
began  to  pull  to  one  side!.',  trying  to  slip  the  parachute  over  the  woods.  I had' 
heard  of  professional  parachute  jumpers  doing  this  and  had  been-  told,  that  it 
was  an  easy  thing  to  guide  a parachute.  ■ • 

I pulled  vigorously  and  finally  slipped. over  the  edge  of  the  woods,  due .... 
more,  I believe,  to  a sudden  gust  of  wind  than  my  ability  to  guide  the  chute.  I 
landed  with  quite  a hard  jolt  on  the  frozen: ground  in- a:  small  field.11;. 

CHARLES  W.  HOLMAN,  Operations  Manager  of  Northwestern  Airways,  jumped  from  an 

airplane  at  Wold-* Chamberlain  Field,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  on 
March  11th.  His  small  monoplane  fell  into  a tail  spin  and,  being  unable  to 
regain  control  of  it,  he  jumped  with  his  parachute.  No  detailed  report  of  this 
jump  has  yet  been  received. 

Reports  on  other  parachute  jumps  will  be  quoted  in  the  next  or  succeeding, 
issue  of  the.  News  Letter.  , :■  . ...  ......  , 
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CAPTAIN  EAKER ‘S.  DOT  TO  DUSK  FLIGHT 

By  the  Kelly  Field  Correspondent  ■ c! 

In  preparation  for  Captain  Ira  C.  Eaker ’s  "Dawn  to  Bask"  flight  from 
Brownsville , Texas,  to  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  Lieuts.  B-.S . Thompson  and 
D.H.  Danton  took  off  from  Kelly  Field  on  tfeirch  14th  and,  after  refueling  at 
Brownsville,  proceeded  to  Tampico,  Mexico.  Lieut ., Danton  remained  at  Tampico  to 
make  the  necessary ' arrangements  for  the  rapid  refueling  of  Captain  Baker’s  plane.  . 
Lieut.  Thompson,  with  Colonel  McNab  as  passenger,  proceeded  to  Mexico  City,  where 
the  latter  resumed  his  duties  at  the  Mexican  capital.  " On-  the  following  day  Lieut. 
Thompson  proceeded  to  Minatitlan  and  Yera  Cruz,  where  he  assumed  the  duties  of 
preparing  for  Captain  Eaker’s  refueling  stop  there. 

On  the  same  day,  March  .15th,  Captain  Eaker  flew  to  Brownsville,  where  he 
participated  in  the  opening  of  the  airport  there,  and  where  his  plane  was  christ- 
ened  the  "Pan  American"  hy  Miss  Mary'  Fechet,  daughter  of  the  Chief  of  Air  Corps. 

Oil'  the  following  day,  at  4:00  a.m.  , Captain  Eaker  made  his  departure  for 
Panama.  Due  to  strong  headwinds,  rainy  weather,  and  very  poor  visibility,-  he  ' j. 
was  forced  to  land  at  Managua,  Nicaragua',  without  comoleting  his  flight..  Early 
the  next  morning  he  proceeded  to  France  Field,  Panama,  where  he  made  preparations, 
for  the  proposed-  "Dawn  to  Bask"  flight  from  Panama  to  Brownsville.  He  took  off 
at  4:00  a.m. , but  encountered  adverse  weather  conditions  between  Minatitlan  and 
Tampico;  so  bad,,  in  fact,  that. he  was  forced  to  follow  the  shore  line  over  most 
of  his  course  and  passed  over  the  field  at  Minatitlan  without  even  seeing  it.  The 
weather  was  sp  bad,  the  visibility  so  poor  and  the  rain  so  heavy  that  he  was 
forced  to  land  at  Tampico.  On  the  following  day  the  airport  at  Tampico  was ' too 
muddy  to  permit  him  to  take  off,  but  on  the  20th,  accompanied  by  Lieut.  Thompson, 
who  had  landed  at  the  Mexican  Aviation  Company’s  municipal  field,  (departed  for 
Brownsville.  1 

Captain  Ealper,  Lieuts.  Thompson,  Danton.  and-  Gaffney  - the  latter  having 
charge  of  the  arrangements  at  Brownsville  - departed  from  that  point  late 'that 
afternoon  and ; landed  at  Kelly  Field  that  evening.  Upon  his  arrival  at  Kelly 
Field,  Captain  Eaker  stated  that  his  failure  to  make  the  proposed  ."Uawn  to  Dusk" 
flight  was  in  no  way  caused  by  improper  functioning  of  his  plane.,  the  arrange- 
ments, or  the'  lack  of  fuel,  but  was  -due  entirely  to  the  adverse  weather  condi-  . I 

tions  which  are  characteristic  of  this  section  of  that  country  during  -this  time 
of  the  year ...  - 

After  a stop  at  Midland,  Texas,  to  visit  his  .father,  who  is  recovering  from  1 
a recent  operation,  Captain' Eaker  returned  to  Seattle , . Washington,  with- his 
Boeing  pursuit  ship,  turned  same' over  to  the  factory; ; officials , and  then1  returned 
to  Washington  to  resume-  his  duties  -at  Bolling  Field..-,.  • >< -.- 

: ■ — -oOd-^-  ..  ..  ... . I 

MBS..  BECHET  VISITS  AIR.  CORPS  TRAINING-  CENTER 

Mrs.  James  E,  Fechet,  accompanied  by  her  daughter  Mary,  arrived  at  Kelly  -I 
Field,  Texas,  March  7th,  as  the  guests  of  General  and  Mrs.  Frank  P . Lahm,  and  to 
take  part  in  the  "send  off"  that  was  given  Captain  Ira  C.  Eaker  at  Brownsville, 
Texas,  at  the  start  of  his  attempted  "Dawn  to  Disk"  flight  to  Panama.  While  at : 
Brownsville,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  placed  a tri-raotored  Ford  at  the  disposal 
of  Mrs.  Fechet  and  the  party  accompanying  her.  It  is  .understood  that,  a very 
pleasant  trip  was  enjoyed  by  all.  In  this  plane,  which  was  piloted  by  Captain 
Sykes,  were  Mrs.  Fe chef , .Miss  Fechet , Mesdames  Lahm,  Lohman;  W.B.  Wright,  Danton, 
Thompson,  and  Miss  Dorothy  Dann..  , 

About  100  military  and  civilian  planes  were  present  at  the  opening  of  the 
Brownsville  airport,  which  took1  place  the  day  prior  to  Capcain  Eaker ' s departure 
for  Panama.  This’ date  also  marked  the  opening  of  a new  passenger  line -between 
San  Antonio  and  Brownsville.  Miss  Fechet  christened  Captain  Eaker 's  Boeing  P-12'p  ' 
pursuit  plane  as  the  "Pan  American, 4.  this  being  one  of  the  events  of  the  airport  '.. 
dedication.  . - • U ’ ,.j  ' • : 

o0o~ — • 

. v , ma.  '■ 

ATTACK  GROUP  PILOTS  MAKE  GOOD  SHOWING  IN  ANNUAL- RECORD  SHOOT 

The  annual  record  firing  at  Fort  Gro&kett,  Galveston,  Texas,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  TR  440-40,  was  completed  on  April  5th.  The  firing  was  done  on  west 
beach  adjacent  to  the  airdrome.  According  to  the  News  Letter  Correspondent , "fir- 
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ing  this  course  with  A- 3 1 s is  not  considered  exactly  a cinch,  and  we  believe 
that  the  final  .showing  made  by  Group  pilots  is  a,  good  one.  Firing  on  the  sleeve 
didn* t ' improve  the  scores  materially,  but  the  percentage  made  on  the  ground  tar- 
gets was  sufficient  to  keep  up  our  average."  All  commissioned  pilots  of  the  3rd 
Attack  Group  qualified,  the  following  scores  being  made: 


8 th • t tack  S guadr o n 90th  Attack  Squadron 


2nd 

Lieut..  Ivan  M.  Palmer 

878.2 

1st 

Lieut. 

John  L.  Davidson 

773.4 

1st 

Lieut.-  James  T.  Garry 

.>798 . 6 

2nd 

Lieut. 

Archibald  M.  Kelley 

682. 

Cant.  Ralph  H.  Wooten 

791.8 

2nd 

Lieut . 

John  G.  Moore 

662.8 

2nd 

Lieut ..  Herbert. . M.Newstrom 

. 776.  ' 

2nd 

Lieut . 

Elmer  ?.  Rose 

660.2 

2nd 

Lieut.  Walter  W.  Gross 

747.2 

2nd 

Lieut . 

Reginald  Heber 

652.6 

2nd 

Lieut.  George  R.  Ache son 

682.6  : 

1st 

Lieut . 

George  A.  McHenry 

640. 

Major  John.  H.  Jouett 

653.8 

■Captain  Horace  H.  Heisen 

631. 

1st 

Lieut . C .M . Childress , Res . 

578.9 

2nd 

Lieut. 

Otto  C.  George 

621.2 

2nd 

Lieut.  H.  Pennington 

572.1 

2nd 

Lieut . 

George  H.  Mac  Hair 

613.6 

2nd 

Lieut.  Robt..H.  Lee,  Res.; 

44-8.5 

2nd 

Lieut . 

Francis  M.  Ziegler 

578.5 

2nd 

Lieut.  Leo  W.  Desrosiers. 

426.2 

2nd 

Lieut . 

Walter  S.  Lee,  Res. 

573.3 

2nd 

Lieut..  Clayton  C.  Berry 

. 410.5 

2nd 

Lieut .. 

John  H. Williamson, Res . 

534.4 

2nd 

Lieut.  Sfolius  T.  Flock 

388.8 

2nd 

Lieut. 

George  C.  McGinley 

527.4 

2nd 

Lieut . 

Robert  Johnston 

521.5 

i.  1st 

Lieut . 

Jack  J.  O'Connell 

497.8 

2nd 

Lieut. 

P.F.  Carrier,  Res. 

483.3 

This  shows  16  Expert  Aerial  Gunners,  9 Aerial  Sharpshooters  and  4 Aerial 
Marksmen. ... 


— • — oOo 


.'  MARSHALL  FIELD  PILOTS  PRACTICE  GUHHERY  AT  FORT  CROCKETT 

A Gunnery  Detachment  of  14  officers  and  13  enlisted  men  departed  In  eight 
observation  planes  and  two  transports  from  Marshall  Field, 'Fort  Riley,  Kansas, 
to  Fort  Crockett,-  Galveston,  Texas,  for  two  weeks  of  gunnery  practice  on  tow 
targets.  One  transport  was  furnished  by  Dodd  Field,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas, 
and  piloted  by  Lieut.  Haney  of  that  station. 

Despite  the  customary  fogs  and  bad  flying  weather  of  Galveston  Island,  the 
preliminary  and  record,  firing  were  completed  and  the  detachment  returned  to 
their  home  station  without  mishap:  on  March  30th.  The  detachment  is  very  appre- 
ciative of  the.  cooperation /and -.ho'spitality  of  the  3rd  Attack  Group,  and  has 
nothing  but  favorable  reports  to  make  of  the  entire  group. 

. — — — o 0 0-—.— — : 


TC  10  AIRSHIP  A TOTAL  -WASHOUT 


The  19th  Airship  Comoany  lost  one.  of  its  two  airships,  the  TC-10,  when 
Lieut  .-Colonel  J.W.S.  Wuest,  in-  command,  with.  Lieut.  L .A . Skinner  as  pilot,  made 
a forced  landing  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay  about  two  miles  east  of  Grand  View  Bea.ch. 
The  mishap  was  due  to  a hole.;  torn  in.  the  side  .of  the  bag  above  the  right  motor, 
putting  the  ship  out  of  control  and; making,  a. landing  necessary. 

It  is  believed  by  the  officers; of  Langley  Field  that  the  fabric  had  become 
weakened  to  a great  extent -when  -the  ship  encountered  and  fought  for  two  days  a 
severe  storm  at  Bolling.  Field,  following; its  participation  in  the  Inaugural 
parade.'  The  accident  occurred  on  March  11th  and ,. although  the  airship  was  a 
total  loss,  most,  of  the.  damage  occur  red.  during-  the  salvaging  operations.  There 
were  no  injuries-  to  any  of  Ihe  personnel,  . "Sergeants  Balacke  and -Horan  were 
members  of  the  crew  as  engineer  and  rigger. 

-Opo— - : u ■ 

The  Crissy  .Field  Correspondent  waxes  very • enthusiastic  concerning  the  new 
tel-tape  ticker  which  was  received  last  October,  remarking  that  it  is  the  finest 
thing  that  has  been  installed  for  years  at  -that  field,,  or  any  other  field  for 
that  matter.  He  goes  on  to  say  that  this,  ticker  tape  system  of  obtaining  weather 
data  is  remarkable  compared  to  the  old  method  used  and  :that  the  field  personnel 
sincerely  hope  that  the  powers  that  be  see  fit  to  appropriate  funds  for  its  con- 
tinuance when  the  Guggenheim  Fund  ceases  to,  do  So.  in.  June..  They  feel  that  the 
outlay  for  the  hook-up  is  money  well -spent. 
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CROSS- COUNTRY  FLIGHT  FROM  MARCH  FIELD, CALIF.  TO  SEATTLE,  WASH. 

Lieut.  Mark  D.  Steenson,  stationed  at  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  re- 
cently ma.de  a cross-country  flight  to  Seattle,  Wash.  , and  return.  His  report 
covering  this  flight  is  quoted  below,  as  follows: 

Departed  from  March  Field,  10:10  a. in.. , March  6th,  crossed  the  Mojave  Desert, 
on  through  Tehachipi  Pass,  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains,  to  Bakersfield,  Calif.,  land- 
ing at  12:05  p.m.  County  airport  three  miles  north  of  Bakersfield  in  excellent 
condition.  Gasoline  pump  installed  "by  Associated  Oil  Company  on  March  10,1929, 
now  allows  immediate  refueling  at  airport. 

Departed  from  Bakersfield  at  1:00  p.m.,  heading,  directly  to  Pacheco -Pass , 
Diablo  Range,  and  then  to  Crissy  Field,  San  Francisco,  landing  at  4:15  p.m. 
Meteorological  conditions  from  March  Field  to  Crissy  Field  were  excellent. 

Departed  from  Crissy  Field  9:30  a.m. , March  7th.  Weather  reports  indicated 
flying  conditions  fair  and  improving  north  of  Redding,  Calif.  However,  from  Red 
Bluffs  on  into  Redding  was-  forced  to  zero  altitude  by  fog  and  clouds.  landed  at 
Redding  on  the  Municipal  Airport  to  refuel;  While  refueling  I balled  on  the  U.S. 
Weather  Bureau  for  a weather  report  and  was  informed  that  'flying  conditions 
through  the  Sacramento  River  Canyon,  SysRiyou  Mountains,  were  dangerous.  Not 
being  familiar  with  the  Canyon,  I decided  to  wait  for  more  favorable  conditions 
as  the  southbound  Air  Mail  airplane  was  forced  down  at  the  same  time  at  Vollmer's 
Ranch,  Air'  Mail  emergency  field  at  Bayles,  Calif.,  35  miles  north  of  Redding, and 
was  waiting  for  the  fog  to  break.  I remained  at  Redding  until  March  11th,  wait- 
ing for  a favorable  weather  report  from  Weather  Bureau  Airways  Station,  through 
to  Medford.  Due  to  the  fact  that  the  Air  Mail  was  flying  over  the  clouds,  which 
were  solid,  and  there  being  no  ceiling,  I decided  to  delay  departure. 

The  municipal  field  at  Redding  is  on  high  ground,  one  mile  west  of  town,  and 
will  accommodate  all  types  of  airplane's  in  ark  kinds  -of  weather,.  The  U.S. Weather 
Bureau  Airways  Meteorological  station  will  be  located  on  the  airport  by  April  1, 
1929.  The  City  cf  Redding  is  preparing. to  construct  a hangar  which  will  accommo- 
date the  ordinary  her vice  ships. 

Departed  from  Redding  at  9:25  a.m.,  March  11th,  with  weather  conditions  ex- 
cellent. Forty  miles  north  of  Redding,  an  exhaust  rocker  arm  on  my  motor  broke, 
so  I turned  back  and  landed  at  the; Air  Mail  Emergency  Field  .at  Vollrner's  Ranch. 
Called  Crissy  Field  by  telephone,  requesting  replacement  rocker  arm,  which  was 
sent  me  by  airplane  from  that  station.  Vollmer's  Ranch  Field  is  of  sufficient 
length  to  accommodate  any  airplane,  but  is  narrow  and.  bordered  by  a high  tension 
line  and  canyon  on  one  side  and  a fence  on  the  other  side.  Field  is  subject  to 
strong  cross  winds  due  to  canyon  drafts. 

Departed  from  Yollrner's  Ranch  at;  3.:. 45  p.m.,  March  11th,  and  arrived  at 
Medford,  5:05  p.m.,  landing  at  airdrome  two  miles  south  of  town  within  fair 
grounds  race  track.  Two  cinder  runways  in  good  condition  will  accommodate  any 
ships,  and  diverge  from  their  southern  extremities  at  a 25  degree  angle.  Standard 
Oil  .Company  furnishes  refueling  delivery  by  truck. 

• Dae  to  heavy  snow  shorn,  did  not  depart  from  Medford  until  2:45  p.m.,  March 
12th.  Followed  course  passing  over  C-rant’s.  Pass,  Wolf  Creek,  Canyonvilie,  Rose- 
burg,  Cottage  Grove,  and  landed  at  Eugene  at  4:25  p.m.  Municipal  airdrome  at 
Eugene  will  accommodate  any  service  ship.  Two  gravel  runways  lying  north  and 
south  and  northwest  and  southeast  are  in  good  condition,  but  there  is  no  runway 
provided  for  landings  or  take-offs  into  souoneast  or  northeast  winds.  Field 
lightly  sodded  and  soft  in  wet  weather.  Robi  Airways  Company  located  on  airdrome 
equipped  to  furnish  refueling  services. 

Refueled  and  departed  from : Eugene  at  4:45  p.m.  , and  took  direct  course  to 
Vancouver,  Washington,  landing  there  at  6:15  p.m.  Meteorological  conditions  from 
Medford  to  Vancouver  were  poor  with  low  ceilings,  rain  and  snow  storms.  Pearson 
Field,  Vancouver,  Washington,  in  excellent  condition. 

Departed  from  Vancouver  at  10:40  a.m.,  March  13th,  heading  east  up  Columbia 
River  to  a point  opposite  Hood  River,  Oregon,  and  then  headed  north  to  Yakima, 
Washington,  landing  there -at  12:30  ,p,m.  • County  Airport  lies  two  miles  southwest 
of  Yakima.  Two  leveled  runways  lying  at  diverging  angles  of  30  degrees  are  of 
sufficient  length  to  accommodate  any  service  ship  in  prevailing  winds.  Poor  wet 
airdrome.  Standard  Oil  Company  furnishes  refueling  delivery  service  by  truck. 
Arrangements  now  being  contemplated  for  refueling  facilities  located  on  airport. 

Departed  from  Yakima  at  11:00  a.m.,  March; IS,  heading  northwest  to  Snoqusli- 
nie  pass,  Cascade  Mountains , landing  at  Sand  Point,  Seattle,  Washington,  at  12:4C 
p.m.  Weather  conditions  through  Cascades  bad  with  fog,  low  clouds,  solid  over- 
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cast  ceiling,  and  snow  and  rain  storms.  Conditions  east  and  west  of  Cascades 
were  fair.  Sand  Point  Airdrome  now /being  graded  with  east  half  being  cut  lower 
to  eliminate  slope  from  lake  shore  on  north  end,  that  portion  being  unservice- 
able. West  half  of  airdrome  sodded. 

Departed  from  Seattle  at  1:15  p.m. , heading  south  to  Puyallup,  southwest  to 
Tenino,  and  south  to  Vancouver,  landing  at  2:55  p.m.  Weather  flying  conditions 
'from  Seattle  to. Vancouver  were  good. 

• Departed  from  Vancouver,  Wash.,  at  8:50  a.m.  , Marsh.  17th,  and  landed  at 
Swan  Island  Airport,  Portland,  at  9:00  a.m.,  to  obtain  weather  report.  Airport 
in  excellent  condition  with  cindered  runways. 

Departed  from  Swan  Island  at  9:25  a.m.,  and  arrived  at  Eugene,  Oregon, 

10:50  a.m.  Landed  to  repair  stabilizer  control  which  had  jammed.  Weather  fly- 
ing conditions  from  Portland  to  Eugene  bad,  with  low  cloud  ceiling, fog  and  rain. 

Departed  from  Eugene  at  12:50  p.m.,  heading  directly  to  Medford,  landing  at 
2;30  p.m.  Weather  flying  conditions  changing  from  Eugene  to  Medford  from  poor 
to  excellent. 

Departed  from  Medford  at .3:00  p.m.,  heading  directly  to  Crissy  Eield. , land- 
ing at  6:10  p.m.  Weather  flying  conditions  were  excellent  all  the  way. 

Departed  from  Crissy  Wield  at  9:20  a.m.,  March  19th,  heading  directly  for 
Bakersfield,  landing  at  12:40  p.m.  Refueled  and  departed  at  1:45  p.m.,  landing 
at  March  Eield  at  2;30  p.m. 

oOo- — ■ 

OLD  BOREAS  FURBISHES  PLENTY  OF  EXCITEMENT  FOR  AIRSHIP  MEN 
By  the  Langley  Field  Correspondent 

The  Airships  TC-5  and  TC-10,  in  command  of  Captain  Wm.  J.  Flood  and  1st  Lieut. 
M.E.  Me  Hugo , respectively,  19th  Airship  Company,  left  Langley  Field  at  9:55  a.m. 
March  4th  for  Washington,  D.C.,  flying  in  formation  with  two  Navy  airships  J-3 
and  J-4,  in  command  of  Lieuts.  Dennet  and  Tyler,  U.S.N.  The  four  ships  flew  in 
formation  behind  the  dirigible  "Los  Angeles"  down  Pennsylvania  Avenue  during  the 
Inaugural  Parade  and  ceremonies,  presenting  what  was  described  by  War'.  Graham 
McNamee , noted  radio  announcer,  as  the  most  awe-inspiring  spectacle  he  had  ever 
witnessed. 

Daring  the  Inaugural  Parade  a heavy  rainstorm  developed  over  Washington, 
causing  all  aircraft  participating  in  the  Aerial  Review  to  return  to  Bolling 
Field,  where  the  ships  were  landed,  refueled,  and  made  ready  for  the  return 
flight  to  Langley  Field.  The  two  Navy  airships  put  in  at  the  Naval  Air  Station, 
Anacostia,  while  the  "Los  Angeles"  returned  to  Lakehurst,  N.J.  It  soon  became 
apparent,  however,  that  the  ships  would  not  be  able  to  make  their  way  back  thru 
the  heavy  storm,  and  preparations  were  made  for  handling  the  ships  at  Bolling 
Field  over  night. 

An  emergency  crew  was  called  out  and  the  TC-5  was  moored  to  a truck,  the 
TC-10  being  moored  to  a block  with  the  three-wire  mooring  device  used  on  all 
Army  airships.  Everything  went  all  right  on  the  night  of  the  4th,  the  crews 
being  able  to  keep  the  ships  on  the  ground,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  Capt. 
Flood  took  off  for  Langley  Field-  in  the  TC-5.  After  fighting  the  winds  and  fog 
for  half  an  hour  he  returned  to  Bolling  Field.  At  1:30  p.m.,  both  Army  airships 
took  off,  the  TC-10  heading  for  Langley  Field  and  the  TC-5  for  Phillips  Field, 

Md.  Again  the  TC-10  was  forced  to  return  to  Bolling  Field  by  the  high  winds,  but 
the  TC-5,  after  a landing  near  Baltimore,  Md. , proceeded  on  to  Phillips  Field 
and  was  housed  in  the  Airship  hangar  at  that  place. 

During  the  night  of  the  5th  the  storm  increased  greatly,  and  for  a while  it 
seemed  that  the  old  cruiser  TC-10  was  doomed.  With  the  careful  maneuvering  of 
the  experienced  crew  and  the  cooperation  of  the  emergency  ground  crew  at  Bolling 
Field,  however,  the  ship  was  brought  through  the  crisis  and  returned  to  Langley 
Field  at  10:15  a.m.  on  March  6th.  Much  credit  is  due  the  crews  of  the  two  Army 
airships , as  well  as  the  ground  crew  at  Bolling  Field,  for  the  most  efficient 
manner  in  which  they  handled  a very  difficult  situation. 

An  idea  of  the  ferocity  of  the  storm  is  readily  seen  in  that  both  of  the 
Navy  airships,  J-3  and  J-4,  were  totally  lost,  this  being  to  a great  extent  due 
to  the  absence  of  the  three-wire  mooring  device  on  the  Navy  airships.  This  is 
the  severest  test  the  three-wire  mooring  device  has  received  to  date,  the  wind 
at  times  reaching  a velocity  of  60  miles  per  hour.  At  4:10  p.m.  on  the  6th, 
Captain  Flood  in  the  TC-5  made  an  attempt  to  return  to  Langley  Field.  Encounter- 
ing high  head  winds,  he  decided  to  put  in  at  Lakehurst,  and  after  landing  for 
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refueling  at  Bolling  Field,  proceeded  to  Lakehurst  Naval  Air  Station  and  -was 
housed  in  the  hangar  at  2:40  p.m. , March  7th. 

. oOo— — 

ANOTHER.  CANDIDATE  INITIATED'  IN  DUMBBELL  CLUB 

The  Crissy  Field  Correspondent  reports  that. 2nd  Lieut.  Wentworth  Goss,  the 
intrepid  Engineering  Officer  of  the  Observation  Squadron  at  that  field,  landed 
an  amphibian  plane  on  land  recently  vrith  the  wheels  up.  Goss's  pride  really 
suffered  more'  from  the  mishap  than  the  amphibian  for,  strange  to  say,,  the  old 
duck  skidded  in  to  a perfect  landing  pith  no  more  damage  being  done  than  to  rub 
the  paint  off  its  tummy.  Goss  is  nop  a broken  man,  poor  old  fellow,  and  is 
looking  for  some  other  unfortunate  to  whom  he  can  pass  on  the  "dumbbell"  trophy. 

0O0 

FALSE  ALARM  STIRS  UP  SOME  EX  CITE '.'ENT 

An  interesting  flight  was  made  by  Captain  W. C.  Ocker  and  2nd  Lieut.  Donald 
R.  Lyon  in  two  02- H' s from  Crissy  Field  the  other  day.  Word  was  received  at  the 
field  that  the  north  bound  Western  Air's  tri-motored  Fokker  with  a full  load  of 
passengers  aboard  was  observed  to  be  flying  towards  Oakland  minus  one  wheel.  The 
two  Crissy  planes.,,  equipped  with  blackboard  messages  instructing  the  pilot  to 
follow  then,  were  sent  out  to  find  the  ship  and  escort  it  to  Crissy  Field, where 
the  Coast  Guard  were  on  the  alert  to  pickup  the  passengers  after  landing  in  the 
water  opposite  that,  station. 

Captain  Ocker  picked  the  plane  up  at  San  Jose  and  found  the  report  to  be  a 
false  alarm,  but  came  back  with  an  amusing  story  of  how  the  passengers  in  the 
Fokker  waved  handkerchiefs  at  him,  believing  undoubtedly  that  he  was  some  hot 
pilot  attempting  a formation  with  the  big  plane;.  Everyone  was  much  relieved 
when;  the  report  turned  out  to  be  untrue. 
r.  • oOo 

NOTED  REITER  SERVES  ACTIVE  DUTY  TOUR  AT  LANGLEY  FIELD 

Captain  Samuel  Taylor  Moore,  noted  writer ,' recently  completed  a two  weeks' 
tour  of  active  duty  at  Langley  Field,  Va.  During  the  war  Captain  Moore  served 
in  the  lighter- than- air  branch  of  the  Air  Service  , and  he  has  made  it  a point  to 
come  into  active  duty  for  two  weeks  with  the  Army  each  year  in  order  to  keep  in 
touch  with  the  service.  One  of  the  foremost  writers  on  aviation  and  popular 
science  stories  in  America,  Captain  Moore's  articles  and  fiction  stories  have  ap- 
peared in  the  best  magazines  of  the  country.  He  lives  in  .Greenwich  Village  in 
New  York  City,  and  turns  out  about  10,000  words  of  fiction  a week.  In  addition 
to. '.this,  he  has  been  working  upon  a biography  of  Hetty  Green  which  will'  soon  he 
completed.  He  has  spent  considerable  time  in  Europe  during  the  past  ''gather- 

ing material  for  this  book. 

While  on  active  duty  at  Langley'  Field;  Captain  Moore  spent  his  time  with  the 
Lighter- than- Air  Section,  where  .he  enjoyed  talking  over  old  times  and  no  doubt 
obtained  ideas  for  new  stories. 

oOo — - 

LANGLEY  FIELD  MEN  FEED  ON'  REINDEER  MEAT 

A representative  of  the  Lomcn  Reindeer  Corporation,  named  Mr.  Posternock, 
recently  visited .among  the  organizations  of  Langley  Field,  Va. , praising  the 
virtues  of  reindeer  meat.  He  had  a conference 'with  mess  sergeants  in  the  mess 
hall,  of  the  58th  Service  Squadron,  where  some  of  the  meat  was  cooked  and  passed 
around  among  the  sergeants.-  Everybody  who  sampled  this  meat  liked  it,  and- the 
result  was  that  17  sample  carcasses  were  ordered.  The  meat  will  come  down  from 
New  York  by  boat  in  the  frozen  condition  and  will  be  delivered  to  the  post  imme- 
diately. 

It  s'eerns  that  the  Government  is  getting  overstocked  on  reindeer  in  Alaska, 
due  to-  the  x)rotection  laws  which  have  been  in  effect  for  many  years,  hut  the  time 
has  no-'w  come  when  the.  reindeer  can  he  thinned  out  to  .the  extent  of  nine  million 
pounds  a year  and  still  leave  enough  prize  animals  for  Santa  Claus  to  pick  from 
at  Christmas'  time. 
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PROMOTION  L3G-ISLATI0IT 


With  the  opening  of  the  first  session  of  the  71st  Congress,  Representative 
M.  J.  Maas,  of  Minnesota,  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  April 
15th  a Rill  (H.E.  231)  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Air  Corps. 

This  Bill  provides  that  a separate  Air  Corps  promotion  list  he  prepared  to 
embrace  the  names  of  all  officers  of  the  Air  Corps  of  the  Regular  Army  below  the 
grade  of  colonel,  and  that  these  names  shall  be  arranged  in  the  same  relative  or- 
der as  they  are  on  the  Army  promotion  list.  Air  Corps  flying  officers  shall  be 
promoted  after  years  of  commissioned  service,  as  follows.:  to  1st  lieutenant,  3 
years;  to  Captain,  7 years;  to  Major,  12  years;  to  Lieut .-Colonel , 20  years;  to 
Colonel,  26  years.  All  flying  officers  of  the  Air  Corps  below  the  grade  of 
Colonel  shall  be  promoted  in. the  order  of  their  standing  on  the  Air  Corps  uromo- 
tion  list,  lion- flying  officers  of  the  dir  Corns  shall  be  promoted  as  provided 
for  other  branches  of  the  Army. 

The  number  of  Air  Corps  officers  in  the  grade  of  Colonel  shall  not  be  less 
than  4 nor  more  than  6 nor centum,  and  the  number  of  Lieut .-Colonels  not  less  than 
5 nor  more  than  8 per centum  of  the  total  number  of  officers  on  the  Air  Corps  pro- 
motion list.  The  aggregate  number  of  Air  Corps  officers  in  the  grades  of  Colonel 
Lieut Colonel  and  Major  shall  not  be  less  than  26  per centum  nor  more  than  40 
per centum  of  the  total  number  of  officers  on  the  Air  Corps  promotion  list,  and  i . 
so  far  only  as  their  promotion  will  not  cause  said  maximum  percentages  to  be  ex- 
ceeded shall  officers  who  have  coi.-pletcd  the  pres  cribed  years  of  commissioned 
service  be  promoted  to  the  grades  of  Colonel,  Lieut .-Colonel  and  Major.  In  so 
far  as  necessary  to  maintain  the  minimum  percentage  of  field  officers,  Air  Corps 
flying  officers  of  less  than  the  reouired  years  of  commissioned  service  shall 
be  promoted  to  the  grades  of  Colonel,  Lieut .-Colonel  and  Major. 

When  an  officer  of  the  Air  Cores  has  served  50  years  either  as  an  officer  or 
soldier  he  shall,  if  he  makes  application  therefor  to  the  President,  bo  retired 
from  active  service  and  placed  on  the  retired  list.  3xce.pt  in  time  of  war,  in 
computing  the  length  of  service  for  retirement,  credit  shall  be  given  for  one  and 
one-half  the  time  heretofore  or  hereafter  actually  detailed  to  duty  involving 
flying,  and  credit  shall  also  be  given  for  all  other  time  now  counted  toward  re- 
tirement in  the  Army.  The-  number  of  such  voluntary  retirements  annually  shall 
not  exceed  6 per centum  of  the  authorized  strength  of  the  Air  Corps.  When  a fly- 
ing officer  of  the  Air  Corps  reaches  the  age  of  54  years  he  shall,  if  he  makes 
application  therefor  to  the  president,  be  retired  from  active  service  and  placed 
on  the  retired  list.  Officers  of  the  Air  Corps  who  become  physically  disquali- 
fied for  the  performance  of  their  duties  as  flying  officers  sMll  be  eligible  for 
retirement  for  physical  disability. 

Senator  Reed,  on  April  18th,  introduced  in  the  Senate  a Bill  (S.  4)  to  regu- 
late promotion  in  the  Army,  and  for  other  purposes.  Section  3 of  this  bill  reads 

as  follows ; 

"That  the  Secretary .of  War  shall  cause  to  be  prepared  a list  of  all  flying 
officers  of  the  Air  Corps  of  the  Regular  Army.  The  names  on  this  list  shall  be 

arranged  in  the  same  relative  order  that  they  now  have  on  the  Army  promotion 

list,  and  no  officer  whose  name  appears  on  such  list  of  flying  officers  of  the 
Air  Corps  shall  be  considered  as  having;  less  commissioned  service  than  any  offi- 
cer whose  name  is  below  his  on  this  list.  All  flying  officers  commissioned  in  . 
the  Air  Corps  after  the  formation,  of  the  original  list  of  flying-  officers  of  the 
Air  Corps  shall  be'  placed  thereon  in  accordance  with  length  of  commissioned  ser- 
vice. Any  officer  whose  position  on  the  list  of  flying  officers  of  the  Air  Corps 
is  changed  by  sentence  of  a general  court-martial  or  by  law  shall  be  deemed  to 

have  the  same  commissioned  service  as  the  officer  next  below  whom  he  may  be 

placed  by  such  change. 

All  flying  officers  of  the  Air  Corps  below  the  grade  of  colonel  shall  be 

promoted  in  the  order  of  their  standing  on  the  list  of  flying  officers  of  the 

Air  Corps  and,  except  as  otherwise  in  this  section  provided,  shall  be  promoted 
to  the  grade  of  first  lieutenant  when  credited  with  three  years'  commissioned 

service;  to  the  grade  of  captain  when  credited  with  seven  years'  commissioned 

service;  to  the  grade  of  major  when  credited  with  twelve  years'  commissioned 

service;  to  the  grade  of  lieutenant  colonel  when  credited  with  twenty  years' 

commissioned  service;  to  the  grade  of  colonel  when  credited  with  twenty-six 
years'  commissioned  service:  Provided,  Tint  the  number  of  flying  officers  of 
the  Air  Corps  in  the  grade  of  colonel  shall  not  bo  loss  than  4 per  centum  nor 
more  than- 6 per  centum,  and  the  number  in  the  grade  of  lieutenant  colonel  shall 
not  be  loss  than  5 per  centum  nor  more  than  8 per  centum,  and  the  aggregate  num- 
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ber  in  the  grades  of  colonel,  lieutenant  colonel  and  major  shall  not  he  less 
than  20  per  centum  nor  more  than  40  per  centum  of  the  total  number  of  flying  of- 
ficers of  the  Air  Corps,  and  in  so  far  as  necessary  to  maintain  said  minimum 
percentages,  flying  officers  of  the  Air  Corps  of  less  than  the  required  years  of 
commissioned  service  shall  be  promoted  to  the  grades  of  colonel,  lieutenant 
colonel  and  major,  and  only  in  so  far  as  their  promotion  will  not  cause  said 
maximum  percentages  to  bo  exceeded  shall  officers  who  have  completed  the  -ore- 
scribed  years  of  commissioned  service  be  promoted  to  the  grades  of  colonel, 
lieutenant  colonel,  and  major." 

Section  4 provides  that  the  percentages  prescribed  in  the  foregoing  sec- 
tions of  this  Act  shall  be  computed  on  the  effective  date  thereof  and  thereafter 
on  July  1st  of  each  year. 

In  so  for  as  other  branches  of  the  Army  are  concerned,  not  including  the 
Medical  Department,  chaplains  and  professors , officers  in  the  grades  of  second 
lieutenant,  first  lieutenant,  captain,  major  and  lieutenant  colonel  shall  be 
promoted  to  the  respective  next  higher  grade  when  they  are  credited  with  thr*wp 
ten,  fifteen,  twenty  and  twenty-six  years  of  service,  respectively. 

Provision  for  the  retirement  of  flying  officers  of  the  Air  Corps  is  pro- 
vided in  terms  identical  with  those  embodied  in  the  Maas  Bill. 

oOo — - 

IMPROVEMENT;  OF  FLYING  FIELD  AT  CAMP  LI  CHOPS,  P.I. 

Camp  Nichols,  Hisal,  P.I.,  will  soon, boast  of  a flying  field  that  will  do 
credit  to  any  airdrome.  The  field  is  in  process  of  being  enlarged  both  to  the 
north  and  south.  Plans  are  under  way  to  fill  the  low  land  at  the  east  part  of 
the  field.  At  the  present  time  all  areas  dangerous  for  landings  arc  marked  by 
brilliant  yellow  tetrahedrons  about  a foot  and  a half  high. 

oOo 

AIR  CO BPS  PARTICIPATES  IE  MANILA  CARNIVAL 

The  Air  Corps  loaned  their  assistance  to  help  make  Manila's  1928  Ca.rnival  a 
success.  On  several  days  there  were  formations  of  all  types  "?nat  the  Army  pos- 
sesses in  the  Philippines . The  Navy  also  flow  formations.  The  Air  Corps  ex- 
hibit drew  much  attention.  This  exhibit  was  in  charge  of  Lieut . George  Goddard, 
Air  Corps,  and  it  comprised  a very  fine  assortment  of  photographs  of  different 
parts  of  the  Islands.  There  were  also  model  planes,  parachutes,  motors  and 
other  subjects  of  interest. 

efteoOo 

ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  88th  OBSERVATION  SQUADRON 

Under  the  command  of  Major  Lewis  E.  Brereton,  the  88th  Observation  Squadron, 
reorganized  in  June  of  last  year,  is  functioning  smoothly  in  its  work  with  the 
Field  Artillery  School  at  Fort  Sill,  Okla.  Although  somewhat  handicapped  by  a 
shortage  of  planes,  due  to  a fire  in  January  which  destroyed  four  02-H’s,  all 
missions  with  the  School  are  being  performed  as  per  schedule.  In  addition  to 
daytime  work,  night  adjustment  of  artillery  fire  by  means  of  flares  is  being 
carried  on. 

Besides  Major  Brereton,  the  88th  has  13  pilots  at  present,  vis:  1st  Lieuts. 
T.L.  Gilbert,  E.K.  Baisley,  v»n.  E.  Bleakley,  J.R.  Reed,  2nd  Lieuts.  C .N.  Cousland, 
G.V.  Holloman,  K.p.  McNaughton,  H.J.  Flatequal,  L.D.  Fator,  J.N.  McCauley  and 
R.I.  Dugan.  The  other  two  are  enlisted  pilots,  Tech.  Sergeant  C.F.  Colby  and 
Staff  Sergeant  17. S.  Eosenborgcr.  Lieuts.  Bleakley,  Reed,  McCauley  and  Dugan  are 
Air  Corps  Reserve  officers  on  extended  active  duty. 

oOo- — 

GRADUATES  FROM  AIR  CORPS  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL 


A total  of  35  enlisted  men  graduated  from  various  courses  of  instruction, 
taught  at  the  Air  Cor^s  Technical  School,  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul , 111.,  during 
the  latter  part  of  March.  These  graduates  are,  without  exception,  extremely 
beneficial  to  any  organization  to  which  they  are  assigned.  Thirteen  men  gradu- 
ated from  the  Aircraft  Armorers  course  on  March  22nd;  10  from  the  Radio  Mechan- 
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ics  and  Operators  course,  March  22hd;  and  12  from  the  Crew  Chiefs  course  on 
March  29th,  viz : 

Aircraft  A poorer s 

1st  Sgt,  Steve  Stanovich,  19th  Airship  Company , •• ' Langley  Field,  Va. 

Sergeant  Earl  W.  Castl.omine , 96th  Bornbardment  Squadron,  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Pvt.  1st  Cl.  Ian-  A , iwicZeilar , 15th  Observation  Sqdn.,  Self  ridge  Field,  Mich. 
Private  Angelo  Milazzo,  15th  Observation  Squadron,  Self ridge  Field,  Mich. 

Private  William  C.  Milligan,  loth  Observation  Sqdn.,  Marshall  Field,  Kansas, 
private , Jim.  St ockard, . 8th  Attack  Squadron,  Fort  Crockett,  Texas  . 

Private  Michael  Yankovich,  96th  Bombardment  Sqdn. , Langley  Field,  Va. 

Tech.  Sgt.  Eduard  0.  Mechel,  104th  Obs.  Sqdn.  Maryland  national  Guard 
Master  Sgt.  Elmer  Nalder,  106th  Obs.  Sqdn.,  Alabama  National  Guard. 

Private  Lor ran  S . Laly,  Unassigned. 

Private  Clarence  E.  Hacltathorn,  Unas  sighed. 

Private  Urn.  A.  Johnson,  Unassigned.  • 

Private  Ira  D.  Slater,  Unassigned. 

The  four  unassigned  enlisted  men  trill  be  assigned  to  stations,  one  each  at 
Brooks  Field,  Texas;  Panama  Canal  Department;  March  Field,  Calif.;  and  Detcah- 
ment,  22nd  Obs.  Squadron,  Fort  Bragg,  N.C. 

-Baaio  Mechanics  and  Operators 

Staff  Sgt.  Samel  Baron,  39th  School  Squadron,  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

Corporal  Charles  M.  Cox,  51st  School  Squadron,  Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

Pvt.  Spl.  5th  Cl.  Eugene . Fournelle , 11th  School  Group  Eqrs . , Brooks  Field,  Texas 
Private  Marvin  W.  Hogg,  16th  Obs.  Squadron,  Marshall  Field,  Fort  Biley,  Kansas. 
Private  Theodore  1.  Atz,  Unassigned. 

Private'  Terris  vT.,  Fitzpatrick,  Unassigned. 

Private  Dt.lght  L,  Kemper,  Unassigned. 

Private  Harry  E.  Binehart ,.  Unassigned, 
private  Palter  S.  Tyler,  Una's  signed. 

Private  Pm. . B . Verhillion,  Unassigned. 

These  six  unas signed  men  will  be  assigned  to  stations,  one.  each  a.t  Mitchel 
Field,  17. Y. ; Philippine  Department;-  Panama  Canal  Department;  Maxwell  Field,  Ala.; 
Kelly  Field.,  Texas;  Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas. 

Crew'  Chiefs  . ■ . 

Staff  Sgt.  George.  B,  Boston,  A.C.T.S  . Let.,  Chanute  . Field,  111. 

Corporal  A.M.  2d  Cl.  Wilson  F.  Moul,  95th  Bomb.  Sqdn.,  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Corporal  Paul  F.  Starkey.,  51st  School  Squadron,  - Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

Pvt,.  1st  Cl.  Gerald  ,F.  , Fuchs , 48th  School  Squadron,  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

Pvt.  1st  Cl.  Fred  Sanford',  96th  Bomb.  Sqdn.  , Langley  Field,  Va. 

Pvt.  Sp.  6th  Cl.  Maurice  L.  Dyer,  A.C.T.S*  Let.,  .Chanute  Field,  111. 

Pvt.  Fred  F.  Frey,  A , C . T .S . Dot.,  Chanute  Field,  .111. 

Private  Elmer  H.  Anderson,  Unassigned. 

Private  -Charles  F.  Harrison,  Unassigned. 

Private  Paul  M.  Langlan&s , Unas  signed 
Private  Virgil  Neal,  Unassigned. 

Private  Philip  M.  Feyran,  Unass igned. 

Four  of  the  unassigned  graduates  will  be  assigned  - two  at  Kelly  Field, 
'Texas;  one  at  Fort  Crockett,  Golveston,  Texas,. and  one  at  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 
Two  graduates  of  the  above  class  were  re  commended  for  an  additional  course  in 
parachute  rigging,  and  will  start  with  the  Parachute  Class  commencing  on  May  6th. 

oCo 

LANGIZY  FIELD  IS*  BASE'  FOB  ANTI -AIBCHAFT ■ TESTS 

Once  again  the  big  antm-aircraft ; batteries  .of  Fort  Story,  Va.  , bark  into  the 
midnight  sky  as  airplanes  'towing  targets  dodge  through  the  searchlights.  A de- 
tachment from  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y.  , under  Capt.v  F.M.  Brady  and  Lieut.  John  Ca.se 
'are  operating  out  of  Langley  Field  with  the  Fort  Story,  batteries..  A regiment 
from  Fort  Totten,  N.Y. , is  bn  temporary  duty  also,  at  Story.  The  airplanes  from 
Mitchel  Field  are  kept  in  the  hangars  of  the  58th  Service  Squadron,  Langley 
Field,  but  that  squadron  brought  their  "own -mechanics,  along  for  servicing. 

In  addition  to  firing  at  towed  targe bs,  the  Fort : Story  personnel  try  to  pick 
up  airplanes  at  night  with  searchlights , Six  huge -searchlights  are  trained  upon 
a certain  area,  through  which  the  aixp  lane  mast-  pass,  and  it  is  not.  of  ten  that  an 
airplane  can  run  through  'the  harrow -gateway  in  the-  sky  without  getting  picked  up 
by  one  of  the  lights. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT  ORDERS  AEFECTIHG  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS 

Changes  of  Station:,  Major  John  F.  Curry  from  duty  as  student,  Command  and 
General  Staff  School,  to  duty  as  instructor,  General  Service  Schools,  Fort 
Leavenworth,  Kansas . . 

Major  ¥m.  C.  McChord,  upon  completion  of  present  course  of  instruction  at 
Army  War  College,  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  not  later . than  August  1,  1929, 
for  duty  as  Instruct  r'at  General  Service  Schools. 

Major  Davenport  Johnson,  upon  completion 'present  course  of  instruction  at 
Army  War  College  , to  duty,  in  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps , Washington. 

Lieut. -Col.  Henry  0.  Pratt,  Mitchel  Field,  H.Y.,  to  Hawaiian  Department, 
sailing  from  Hew  York  about  July  23,  1929.  . . 

Lieut. -Col.  James  A.  Mars,  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  to 
Panama  Canal  Department,  sailing  from  Hew  York  about  July  11,  1929.  - 

Major  John  D.  Reardan,  upon  relief  from  duty  as  student  at  Air  Corps 
Tactical  School,  Langley  Field,  7a.,  to  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  Materiel  Division. 

Following  officers,  upon  completion  of  tour  of  service  in  Hawaii,  to  pro- 
ceed to  stations  indicated.';  Lieut. -Col.  John.  H.  Howard  to  Mitchel  Field,  H.Y.; 

1st  Lieut.  Frank  M.  Paul.,  vc  Maxwell  Field,  Ala.;  1st  Lieut.  Harold  R.  Rivers  to 
Chanute  Field,  . Rantoul , 111 . . 

Captain  Laurence  F.  Stone,  Lakehurst,  H.J. , to  Walter  Reed  General  Hospital, 
Washington,  D.C.,  for  (observation  and  treatment.  . 

Captain  Walter  F.  Kraus , Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  Washington,  to  Crissy 
Field,  Presidio  of  San  Francisco , Calif . , effective  about  August  20,  1929. 

Captain  Wra.  E.  Lynd,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  to  Army  and  Havy  General  Hospital, 
Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  for  observation  and  treatment . 

Captain  Ross  F.  Colo,  upon  expiration  course  of  instruction 'Air  Corps  Tac- 
tical School,  Langley  Field,  7a.,  to  Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas. 

1st  Lieut.  John  A.  Laird,  Jr.,  Wright  Field,  and  Stewart  W.  Towle,  Jr., 
Chanute  Field,  to  .Hawaiian  Department , sailing  from  Hew  York  June  25,  1929. 

Captain  Arthur  S.  Sinonin,  France  Field,  Panama,  to  Mitchel  Field,  H.Y. 

1st  Lieut.  Frederick  von  H.  Kimble,  March  Field,  to  OCAC,  Washington,  D.C., 
for  duty  in  Office  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

1st  Lieut.  Horman  D.  Brophy,  San  Antonio  Air. Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas, 
to  Langley  Field,  7a.,  not  later  than  July  9,  1929. 

1st  Lieut.  Ronald  A.  Kicks,  from  duty  with .Organized  Reserves,  Hew  York 
City,  to  "Bolling  Field,  D.C. 

1st  Lieut.  Kenneth  H.  Walker,  student  at  Air  Corps.  Tactical  School,  Langley 
Field,  to  report  to  Commandant  of  that  School  for  duty  as  Instructor. 

1st  Lieut.  John  F.  White  ley,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  to.  Fort  C'rookett,  Texas. 

1st  Lieut.  John  V.  Hart,  Chanute'  Field,.  111.,  to  March  Field,  Calif. 

1st  Lieut.  Charles  E.  Thomas,  Rockwell  Air  Depot,  to  San  Antonio  Air  Depot.  • 

1st  Lieut.  Robert  V.  Ignico,  San  Antonio  Air  Depot.,  to  Langley  Field,  7a. 

1st  Lieut.  Alfred  A.  Kessler,  Jr. , from  Air  Corps  Engineering  School, 

Dayton,  0.,  to  duty  at  United  States  Military.  Academy,  West  Point,  H.Y. 

■2nd  Lieut Minton  W.  Kaye,  Crissy  Field,  to  March  Field,  Calif. 

'2nd  Lieut.  Leslie  A.  Skinner,  Langley  Field,  to  Philippines',  sailing  from 
Hew . York. about  August  20,  1929. 

. 2nd  Lieut.  Hansford  W-.  Pennington,  Fort  Crockett,  to  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut.  Milton  M.  Towner,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas,  to  Air  Corps  Training 
Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  for  duty  as  instructor. 

Orders  Revoked:  Transfer  of  1st  Lieut.  Edwin  E.  Page,  W'right  Field,  to 
the  Philippines ; transfer  of  1st  Lieut.  Isaiah  Davies,  Richards  Field,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  to  Bolling  Field,  D.C.;  transfer  of  1st  Lieut.  Cornelius  J.  Kenney, 
March  Field,  to  Richards  Field,.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Promotions ; 1st  Lieut.,  Walter  H.  Reid  to  Captain,  rank  from  April  3,  1929. 

1st  Lieut.  John  .B.  Patrick  to  Captain,  rank  from  April  3,  1929. 

.1st  Lieut.  John.  Y..  York  to  Captain,  rank- from'  March  30,  1929. 

1st  Lieut.  Claire  L.  Chennault  to  Captain,  rank  f rom  April  12,  1929. 

2nd  Lieut.  Uzal  G.  Eat  to  1st  Lieutenant,  rank  from  April  12.,  1929. 

Retirement : 1st  Lieut.  Carl  H.  Barrett,  incapacitated  for  active  duty. 

Resignation;  1st  Lieut . Robert  Lyle  Brookings. 

Reserve;  Officers  detailed  to  extended  active  duty;  1st  Lieut.  Edwin  S. 
Delaplane , Jr, , to  June  30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Harry  Hixon  Hamer,  Morrow,  0.,  to  Ft.  Sam  Houston,  Texas,  to 
April  14,  1930. 
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1st  Lieut.  Melville  C.  Itobinson^  extended  to  June  30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Stuart  ?.  Wright , Dallas,  Texas,  to  Self ridge  Field  to  4-14—30. 

Detailed  to  Aig  Corps,  and  to  Brooks  Field,  July  1,  1929,  for  training: 

2nd  Lieut.,  Bohcrt  G.  Lowe , Cavalry  2nd  Lieut.  George  P.  O'Neil,  Inf. 

1st • Lieut,  Donald  S.  Burns 

relieved  from  Detail  to  dir  Corps;  2nd  Lieut.  Wn.  H.  Hennig,  to  duty- 
in  Hawaiian  Department  with  Coast  Artillery. 

- — oOo-. — 

CHANGE  IN  ASSIGNMENT  OF  AID  CODPS  GENEDAL  OFFI QEDS 

Under  the  provisions  of  Special  Orders,  No .' 82,' 'War  Department,  April  9, 
1929,  Brigadier  General  Benjamin  D.  Foulois,  assistant  to  the  Chief  of  the  Air 
Corps,  is  relieved  from  further  assignment  and  duty  in  the  office  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Air  Corps,  Washington,  D.C.,  effective  June  1,  1929,  and  will  proceed 
upon  expiration  of  such  leave  of  absence  as  may  he  granted  him,  and  not  later 
than  June  30,  1929,  to  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  reporting  by  letter  to  the 
Chief  of  the  ^ir  Corps  for  duty  as  chief  of  the  materiel  division. 

Brigadier  General  William  3.  Gillnore , assistant  to  the  Chief  of  the  Air 
Corps,  is  relieved  from  further  assignment  and  duty  as  chief  of  the  materiel 
division,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  .will  uroceed  to  Washington,  D.C.,  and 
report  in  person  to  the  Chief  of  Air  Corps  not  later  than  June  30,  1929,  for 
duty  in  his  office. 

oOo 


AID  C0DPS  OFFI CEBS  DETAILED  AS  STUDENTS  AT  COMMAND  AND  STAFF  SCHOOL 

The  following-named  Air  Corps  officers  were  designated  as  students  at  the 
Command  and  General  Staff  School,  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  for  the  1929-1931 
course  and  directed  to  report  to  the  Commandant  'not  later  than  August  31,  1929: 
Major  Vincent  B.  Dixon  Major  Frank  D.  Lackland 

•'Major  George  K.  Foabody  Major  Jacob  H.  Hudolph 

Dapfcfiin  Id  chard  H.  Ballard  Captain  Francis  M.  Brady 

Captain  Carl  W.  Connell  Captain  Asa  N.  Duncan 

Captain  Laurence  F.  Stone 

With  the  exception  of  Captains  Brady,  and  Stone,  all  of  the -above-named 
officers  are  at  the  present  time' on  duty  as.  students  at  the  Air  Corps  Tactical 
School,  Langley  Field,  Va.  Captain  Stone,  ds  on  duty  as  instruetpr  at  this 
School,  ivhile  Captain  Brady  is  stationed  at  Mitchei  Field,  N.Y.- 

oOo 


DAYLIGHT  FLIGHTS  WASHINGTON  TO  HAVANA , CUBA,  AND  BETUBN 


Captain  Walter  F.  Kraus  and  1st  Lieut.  John  E.  Upston,  on.  duty  in  the 
Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  Washington,  just  completed'  an  air  journey  in  a Curti 
0-1B  Observation  plane  from  Bolling  Field,  D.C.,  to  Havana, Cuba,  and  return, 
the  trip  involving  a total  distance  of  approximately  2500  miles. 

The  south  bound  trip,  made  on  April  18th,  was  accomplished  in  ah,  elapsed 
time  of  13  hours  and  25  minutes  . The  airmen  left  Bolling  Field  at  4:2(0  a. m.  , 
arriving,  at  Charleston,  S.C.,  at  8:55  a..m. ; Miami,  Fla.  at  2 :40  p.m.  , and 
Havana,  Cuba  at  5:45  p.m.  A stop  of  54  minutes  was  made  at  Charleston  and  50 
minutes  at  Miami. 

The  return  trip  from  Havana  to  Washington  was  made  in  exactly  11  hours, 
the  take-off  being  made  at  7:00  a. m.,,  .April  21st,  and  the  landing  pi  Bolling 
Field  at  6:00  p.m.,, that  day.  Only  one  intermediate  stop  was,- made  on,  this  trip, 
the  airmen  landing- at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  at  11:50  a.m.  , and- talcing  off  50 
minutes  leter.  A violent  storm  overtook  the  flyers  when  within  about  40  miles 
of  Washington  and  forced  them  to  deviate;  somewhat  , from  their  course  In  order  to 
fly  around  it . : • ... 

The  object  of  the  trip  to  Cuba  was  to  inspect  the  work  of  the  Air  Corps 
Mission  now  assigned  to  that  country,  -consisting  of  Captain  Bosenham  Beam, 
Lieuts.  James.  M.  Gillespie  and  Jack  ,0.  Hodgson.  Both-  the  south  and  northbound 
trips  involved  a flight  over  water  for- a distance ' of  approximately  111  miles. 

Landing  at  the  Cuban  capital  was  made  at  Camp  Columbia,  a large,  airdrome 
used  by  the  Cuban  Air  Corps,  on  which -various  improvements  are  being  effected 
which  will  tend  to  make  it  an  ideal,  flying  field. 
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NOTES  FEOM  AIK  CORPS  FIELDS 
0O0-  — 


March  Field,  Riverside , Calif 


April  5th. 


The  recent  arrivals  of  commissioned,  personnel  at  March  Field  include 
the  following  named  officers: 


1st  Lieut 

ii  ii 

it  it 

ii  ii 


Ben.1.  B.  Cassidry 
John  Gr.  Williams 
Harlan  T . McCormick 
Dale  D.  Fisher 


John  E . Bo die 
wm . H . Doolittle 
John  E.  Hawkins 
Oscar  F.  Carlson 
Ward  J.  Davies 


2nd  Lieut 

it  it 

ii  ii 
ii  ii 
ii  it 

With  the  exception  of  Lieut.  Cassiday,  these  officers  are  all  assigned  to 
the  Department  of  Flying  as  flying  instructors.  Lieut.  Cass id ay  was  assigned 
to  the  Deoartment  of  Ground  Instruction  and  is  now  teaching  Aerial  Navigation. 

Major  M.F.  Harmon,  Air  Corps,  accompanied  by  Major  C .L. Chase,  Medical 
Corps,  left  the  post  via  airplane  on  March  30th,  t.o  attend  a conference  at  the 
Training  Center,  Duncan  Field,  San  Antonio,-  Texas'. 

The  upper  class  of  Flying  Cadets  terminated  their  fifth  month  of  instruc- 
tion at  the  school,  and  are  making  satisfactory  progress  in  the  flying  of  DH's 
and  the  few  Douglas  02' s . The  majority  of  the  lower  class,  which  commenced 
training  March  1st,  are  now  on  the  solo  stage.  The  March  Class  has  blossomed 
forth  in  the  new  regulation  blue  uniform  prescribed  for  flying  cadets.  While 
it  is  an  improvement  over  the  old  0 .D . uniform,  it  is  felt  that  it  still  leaves 
much  to  be  desired.  The  upper  class  will  continue  to  wear  the  old  uniform 
while  at  this  field. 

The  new  hangars  are  now  completed,  and  are  housing  the  airplanes  which 
were  formerly  sheltered  in  the  old  wo.cden  war-time  hangars . It  is  expected 
that  the  officers'  quarters,  which  are  now  practically  finished,  will  be  ready 
for  occupancy  by  the  first  part  of  June  . 

A few  weeks  ago,  Capt.  Kee sling  was  passing  around  the  cigars.  No,  it 
was  not  an  increase  in  family  but  increase  in  rank. 

March  Field's  championship  basketball  team  left  fc-r  Crissy  Field,  March 
4th,  to  take  part  in  the  Ninth  Corps  Area  basketball  tournament  at  the  Pres- 
idio of  San  Francisco.  The  trip  was  uneventful  except  for  the  fact  that  Lieut. 
Frederick  V .H .Kimble , who  piloted  the  Fokker  C-2  loaded  with  the  team  and  its 
trainers,  ran  into  thick  weather  in  the  vicinity  oi  San  Francisco.  Some  of 
the  players  had  never  been  in  the  air  before,  so  naturally  the  trip  was  quite 
a sensation  to  them.  The  team  was  accompanied  by  Lieut.  D.M.  Allison,  the 
Post  Athletic  Officer,  and  while  at  the  Presidio,  was  quartered  with  the  91st 
Observation  Squadron  at  Crissy  Field. 

In  the  first  game  on  the  night  of  March  6th,  with  Crissy  Field,  who  had 
won  the  Championship  of  the  Presidio ,' March  Field  had  little  trouole  disposing 
of  then  by  the  score  of  30-15.  In  the  second,  game,  March  8th,  wit. a the  presid- 
io of  Monterey,  somewhat  stiffer  competition  was  offered,  but  Marco.  Field  fi- 
nally came  through  with  a 33-29  victory.  On  the  following  night,  the  30th 
Infantry,  last  year's  Corns  Area  Chamoions',  were  taken  into  camp  2 / - 24 . On 
Monday  night,  March  11th,  Corps  Area  Headquarters  was  taken  down  the ■ line  by 
a score  of  40-20 . Corps  Area  was  handicapped  because  their  star  and  center 
had  been  barred  from  further  competition  in  the  tournament  play.  On  Wednesday 
night,  the  13th,  came  the  test.  Fort  Scott  and  March  Field,  the  only  unde- 
feated teams  left  in  the  tournament,  were  scheduled  for  the  first  game  of  the 
evening.  Fort  Scott  trimmed  us.  that  night,  38-25,  but  the  score  does  not  be- 
gin to  tell  the  story  of  the  game.  It  was  one  -of  those  games  where  a lot  of 
hard , clean  claying  is  displayed  by  both  teams.  Fort  Scott  was  the  best  team 
on  the  floor  that  night,  but  they  did  not  win  without  a battle.  In  the  last 
games  of  the  tournament  on  the  15th,  March  Field  defeated  Let ter man  General 
Hospital,  and  established  the  high  score  'of  the  tournament,  59-18. 

March  Field's  line  up  included  the  following  players  at  their  positions: 
Graw,  center;  Hansen,  forward;  Cole,  Captain,  and  forward;  Hill,  guard;  Alli- 
son, guard;  Lash,  forward;  Goldberg,  guard;  Arnold,  guard . Hansen  and  Cole 
formed  a mean  scoring  combination,  while  Graw  played  a.  marvelous  game  at 
center.  Kill  was  by  far  the  outstanding  floor  guard  in  the  tournament.  Ar- 
nold, in  addition  to  taking  his  turn  at  guard,  substituted  at  center  for  Graw 
and  played  some  very  good  basketball.  Lash,  a newcomer,  got  into  two  or 
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three  games  and  showed  a lot  of  promise  for  next  year.  0-oldherg,  a football 
player,  naturally  was  a tower  of  strength  on  defense.  Allison,  a former  Uni- 
versity of  Georgia  guard,  played  a consistent  game  and  contributed,  to  the  vic- 
tories quite  frequently  by  his  accurate  and  consistent  long  shots  from  near 
center. 

All  teams  in  the  Uinth  Corps  Area  are  hereby  given  warning  that  next  year 
March  Field  expects  to  make  a much  better  showing  on  the  floor  than  this  year’s 
team. 

The  official  opening  of  the  baseball  season  occurred  on  the  afternoon  of 
March  26th,  when  the  53rd  School  Squadron  trimmed  the  70th  Service  Squadron,  in 
a very  uninteresting  game,  to  the  tune  of  11-1. 

There  are  five  teams  entered  in  the  Post  League,  the  47th,  53rd,  54th, 

70th  and  Headquarters  Squadrons,  The  54th,  last  year's  chamoions,  and  the  53rd 
look  to  he  rivals  again,  when  the  final  tabulations  are  to  be  made. 

Several  players  of  varying  ability  reported  to  this  station  recently,  and 
some  new  faces  have  already  been  seen  on  some  of  the  terms . Hi Id,  the  53rd' s 
new  short  stop, looks  like  a million  at  his  post. 

Lieut.  Dixon  U.  Allison,  Post  Athletic  Officer,  has,  in  addition  to  his 
other  duties,  the  destiny  of  the  54th  team  in  hand,  and  he  reports  that  they 
look  very  good.  He  says  he  has  four  pitchers,  all  of  about  the  same  quality, 
in  Ballard,  Tevis,  Mcllhenny  and  Arnold.  Stoponski,  54th' s mainstay  on  the 
slab  last  year,  was  shifted  to  the  infield. 

There  seems  to  he  lots  of  material  for  a.  Post  team  this  year  with  all  the 
new  men  'who  arrived  recently.  Lieut.  Allison  states  that  the  Post  team  will  go 
to  Presidio  of  San  Francisco  to  play  three  or  four  games  at  that  fetation  -prior 
to  the  Corps  Area  Tournament.  There  are  also  the  annual  games  with  the.-  Naval 
Training  Station  at  Forth  Island,  San  Diego  and  at  March  Field.  The  Navy 
trimmed  March  Field  last  year  three  games  out  of  four,  but  their  team  was  solit 
up  this  soring  when  the  fleet  took  a number  of  their  players. 

A very  successful  season  is  looked  forward  to  by  all  the  squadron  teams, 
and  especially  the  Post  teams. 

Fairfield  Air  Depot,  Fairfield,  Ohio,  March  28th. 

Fairfield  Air  Depot  will  he  the  scene  of  considerable  activity  from  May 
15th  to  May  25th  when  demonstrations  and  maneuvers  of  the  following  units  will 
he  held  on  the  field;  Second  Bombardment  Croup,  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Advan- 
ced Flying  School,  and  the  15th  and  16th  Observation  Squadrons,  Third  Attack 
Group  and  the  Ninth  Observation  Croup.  There  units  will  represent  about  100 
planes  with  151  pilots  and  observers.  In  addition,  there  will  he  the  Army 
Staff  of  about  40  officers  and  134  Air  Corns  enlisted  men  and  about  175  visitors. 

After  the  cold  and  snow  of  winter,  with  the  Coif  Course  looking  rather 
-dreary,  along  comes  a few  warm  days  and  the  whole  Post  is  now  covered  with  a 
carpet  of  green.  The  formal  opening  of  the  golf  season  at  Fairfield  is  sched- 
uled for  March  31rt,  when  a blind  bogey  tournament  will  be  held  for  all  mem- 
bers at  1:30  P.M.  There  will  he  a total  of  thirteen  prizes  awarded  in  the 
order  of  low  not  scores.  This  tournament  will  be  played  over  the  new  nine- 
hole  course  recently  laid  out . It  is  expected  that  a large  number  of  our  play- 
ers; here  will  enter  this  golf  tournament  because  in  the  memorandum  to  all  mem- 
bers there  is  the  following  heartening,  sentence ; "There  will  he  no  entrance 
fee  for  this-  tournament". 

Ca-pt  . Edward  Laughlin,  who  is  temporarily  in  command  at  this  Post,  and  Lt  . 
Perry  of  the- Reserves  made  a cross-country  trip  on  March  9th,  visiting  the  Com- 
manding Officers  at  Schoen  and  Bowman  Fields. 

The  Engineering  Department  of  this  Field  sent  a truck  to  Hagerstown,  Ind . , 

to  bring  hack  and  repair  a Douglas  02.  Sgt . Swisher,  pilot  of  this  ship,  had 

to  come  down  at  that  place  on  account  of  weather,  and  taking  off  in  a soft 
field,  he  nosed  over  and  the  ship  was  damaged.  The  Sergeant  was  uninjured, 

Lt . Skance , Instructor  of  the  Minnesota  National  Guard,  ferried  an  0-11 
airplane  to  Fairfield  Air  Depot  for  overhaul  and  reassignment  to  some  other 
unit  of  the  National  Guard.  Lt . Skance  returned  to  Minnesota  by  train. 

Lt  . Hewitt;,  Instructor  of  the  National  Guard  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  ac- 
companied by  Lt . Schumate , arrived  at  this  station  by  train  and  took  hack  an 

02-C  and  a PT,  which  were  overhauled  by  the  Engineering  Department. 

On  March  27th  at  6:00  P.M.,  three  bombers  in  charge  of  Capt .Hale  of  the 
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Office,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  arrived  here  en  route  for  Bismark,  IT  .Dakota, 
where  they  expect  to  assist  in  bombing  loose  the  ice  jam  in  that  vicinity. 

On  that  evening,  an  engine  was  pulled  from  one  of  the  bombers  and  another  one 
installed  at  once,  the  bombers  taking  off  early  the  next  day  for  their  destin- 
ation. 

2nd  Lt . Harvey , with  Sgt . Rhoades  of  Sell  ridge  Field,  in  taking  an  over- 
hauled Douglas  02-0  back,  to  Self ridge  on  March  14th,  were  forced  down  at' perry - 
burg,  Ohio,  on  account  of  weather  and  the  ship  was  injured  to  the  extent  that 
it  became  necessary  to  return  it  to  Fairfield  for  repair. 

The  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  Hurley  arrived  today,  March  28,  1929,  en 
route  to  Rock  Island  Arsenal.  He  was  cleared  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  for 
South  Bend,  Ind . 

Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Oreensla.de  entertained  at  their  quarters  on  the  evening 
of  the  28th.  Among  the  guests  were  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  Hurley,  Major 
and  Mrs..  Fickei  and  Capt.y  and.  Mrs'.  Laugh  1 in . After  a very  delightful  dinner, 
bridge  was  played,  Mrs.  .Laugh  1 in  and  Lieut.  Asp  winning  first  prize.  The 
second  prizes  were  kept  in  one  family,  being  won  by  Major  and  Mrs.  Jones. 

Langley  Field,  Virginia,  March  25th . 

Twentieth  Bombardment  Squadron,  by  Lt .M.M. Burnside , A. 0. ; Lt . Blaufuss 

returned  to  this  : station,  March  18th,  after  being  forced  to  remain  in  Mitchel 
Field,  H.Y.,  for  a week,  due.  to  failure  of  the  engine  on  the  transport  to  func- 
tion properly,  necessitating  a forced  landing.  j-  ••  • • 

Lieuts.  Hammond,  Daly,  Hall,  Higgins  and  Grater  left  this  field  in  0-11' s 
and  A-3 ' s on  March  17,  with  instructions  to  report  to  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  Max  we  11  Field,  Ala..,  for  duty  in  connection  with  relief  work  conducted  in 
that  area.  An  L3-5-A  plane  of  this  organization,  piloted  by  Lt . Huggins  of 
the  36th  Squadron,  with  Its.  Fields  and  Campbell  as -observers  and  Tech. Sgt. 
Brantley  as  Crew  Chief,  left  March  18th  to  join  the’  above  pilots  in  the  relief 
work . 

This  organization  received  the.  first  LB-7  plane  last  Saturday,  followed 
by  a second  .-one- pn  Monday . This  organization  is  -in  great  need  of  aircraft. 

Hinety-sixth Bombardment  Squadron,  Air  Corps , -by  Lieut  .E  ,0- . Schmidt , A ,C:. 

The  following  Air  Reserve  officers  arrived,  who  recently  were  assigned  to  this 
organization:  Lieuts.  Kan  sell,  Armstrong,  Bryan,  Campbell,  Hicho  Ison, oColman, 
Da.vis,  Goode,  Hale. 

Lieut.  Hackman  returned  from  leave  on  March  12th  and' departed  for  Bolling 
Field  on  a cross-country  the  next  day. 

Lieut  . Armstrong,  was  appointed  coach  for-  the  Squadron  baseball  team. 

Cpl . -King-  and  Pvt.  Shilling  returned  on:  March  15  th  from  furlough.  H 

Langley  Field,  Hampton, Va . , April  8th. 

19th  Airship  Company,  by  Lieut.  M'.E  .McHugot-  Ca.pt  s.  •' Clark  and  puryear  ,•• 
Lieut.  Starkey -and  Warrant  Qfflcejr-  Lassiter,  of  the  "19  th  Company,  successfully' 
completed  the- Special  Observers'  Course  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  February  28th . 
All  will  return  to  this  Organization-  for  duty  upon • the  expirat  ion  ■ of  leave'  of'  " 
absence . < '••'■■■ 

The  T.C-5  in  command  of  Col.  T .A  . Baldwin,  Lieut . Otto-  Wienecke , pilot,  ar- 
rived March  21s-t  from  Lake  hurst , M.J.,  having  been  weather  bound  at  that  sta- 
tion since  the  8th.-  The  flight  was.  made  at  night,  as -a  night  coast  patrol 
flight.  The  ship  left  Lake  hurst  at  11:20  P.M.,  arid  arrived  over  Langley  Field 
at  3:50  A.M.  Col.  Baldwin  also  made  several  training  flights  at  Langley 'Field 
on.  the  same  date,'  - • • 

On  March  24th,  Capt  . A. I.  Puryear  made .a  coast  patrol  flight  in  connec- 
tion with  a search  being  made  in  an  attempt  to  locate  a lo'st  plane  'believed 
to  have  fallen  in  the  water -of  the  Chesapeake  Boy  between  LTorf oik  and  Annapolis 
After  a futile  - search  of  four  .hours  the  ship 'returned  to  Langley  . 

Several  changes  were  made  in  the  duty  status  of  the  officer  personnel  dur- 
ing the  week.  Capt . A. I . Puhye.-af  was  de  tailed,  as  ' Company  Supply  Officer  and 
Mess  Officer;  Lieut.  fy[;;G  .Me  Hugo,  ds  'Officer  in  'Change  of  the  Airship  'Hangar  and 
Hydrogen  -Gas  Plant ; Lieut- . L .A . Bikini  hr  as  Officer  in  Charge  of  Experimental 
Engineering  .Department  and  a.-ls'o  Company  Recreation  •Off  i-cer;  Lieut  . B.T. Starkey 
as  Company  Operations  Officer,  also  •Communication's  and  Meteorological  Officer 
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and  Warrant  Officer  R.E .Lassiter  as  Company  Engineering  and  Transportation  Of- 
ficer. Lieut.  Otto  Wiierecke  was -relieved  of  all  duties  with  the  organization, 
as  he  received  orders  to  report  to  Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

Ca.pt.  William  J.  Flood,  Company  Commander,  was  detailed  to  temporary  duty, 
Office  of  the  Chief  .of  Air  Corps,  for  work  in  connection  with  a summer  training 
program  for  the  Air  Corps.  Gant.  A. I.  Puryear  assumed  command  of  the  Company. 

The  baseball  team  representing  the  19th  Airship  Company  this  year  will  he 
as  good,  if  not  better,  than  last  year's  Championship  Team,  although  we  lose 
Kasparek,  fighting  third  baseman,  voted  the  most  valuable  man  on  the  team;  and 
Douglas,  star  hurler . We  offset  the  loss  by  the  addition  of  Kowoleski,  at 
short,  Clark  at  first  base,  Johnson  at  second  base  and  two  new  outfielders  in 
Grant  and  Marks . 

20th  Bombardment  Squadron,  by  Lieut.  M .M .Burnside ; Of  the  four  bombers 
which  were  forced  down  in  a.  muddy  field,  about  50  miles  northwest  of  Langley 
Field,  due  to  fog,  one  was  from  the  20th  Bomb .Squadron . All  of  these  planes 
were  returned  during  the  past  week.  They  were  subjected  to  a strenuous  test 
due  to  strong  winds  reaching  almost  the  intensity  of  gales,  but  were  not  dam- 
aged beyond  the  control  column  fitting.  Two  of  these  we re  broken.  It  was 
found  that  it  is  better  to  lash  the  controls  in'  a forward  position,  as  one 
plane  secured  in  this  manner  was  not  damaged. 

lline  Reserve  Officers,  ordered  to  active  duty  from.  Felly  Field,  were  as- 
signed to  the  20th  Bombardment  Squadron.  Three  of  the  nine  who  reported  so 
far  are  2nd'Lieuts.  Leonard.  F.  He  naan,  Ed  win  M.  Day  and  Frank  W.  Raymond. 

Tech.Sgt,  Monroe  Reynolds,  ordered  for  a tour  of  service  in  the  Philippine 
Islands,  is  to  leave  the  squadron  on  or  about  May  1st. 

■ The  20th  Squadron,  like- all  other  organizat ions  of  the  Group,  has  been 
flying  five,  six  and  nine-ship  formations.  Formation  flying  comes  under  the 
second  phase  of  the  Group  training  program  which  we  have  just  entered. 

Pvt.  Clyde  Tolley  is  attending  the  Cooks  and  Bakers  School  at  Baltimore, 

96th  Bombardment  Squadron,  by  2nd  Lieut.  Ernest  G-:  Schmidt;  Bad  weather  . 
delivered  a crushing . blow  to  the  entire  96th  Bombardment  Squadron,  March'  2nd, 
when  it  was  forced  down  in  a wheat  field  at  Naylors,  Va  . , at  10:00  A.  M.  Lieuts. 

Malone,  Wolf  in  barge  r and  Age.e  were  piloting  at  the  time  . The  condition  of  the 

field  prevented  the  take  off  for  several  days,  which  necessitated  the  return 
of  personnel  by  automobile . A fast  .Army  reconnaissance  car  arrived  at  Langley 
Field  about  8:30  P.M.,  March  3rd ,t  with  all  members  of  the  flight.  Needless 

to  say,  the  8 hours'  night  run  was  a hard  experience.  On  Thursday  Lieuts. 

Malone,  Agee  and  Schmidt , in  company  with  Sgt-s.  Martin  and  peters,  drove  to 
Naylors  with  a view'  to  flying  the  ships  back.  Wind. , however,  had  caused  dam- 
age to  the  control  systems  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  fly  the  ships  without" 
making  some  repairs.  Men  and  replacements  were  ferried  to  Tappahanock,  five 
miles  from  Naylors,  on  March  8th.  The  flight  arrived,  at  Langley  at  4:30  P.M. 

Lieut  .Stranathan  was  transferred  to  Bolling.  Field  on  Feb.  6th. 

Sgt . Arnold  took  the  examination  for  Commercial  airplane  and  engine  mechan- 
ic. 

Work  is  progressing  rapidly • on  the  new  hanger; 

49th  Bombardment  Squadron,  by  Cant.  C.G. Sellers:  The  Squadron  lost  Sgt. 
Clarence  W.  Crouse,  who  left  for  Panama  to  replace  Sgt.  Matthew  Thompson,  who 
reported  here  March  1st.  We  were  very  sorry  to  lose  Sgt.  Crouse  and  we  wish 
him  a wonderful  time  while  on  Foreign  Service.  Sgt.  Thompson  has  taken  up' 
his  duties  here  and  the.  Squadron  is  very  fortunate  in  getting  such  a replacement. 

Staff  Sgt.  peyton  .E,  'Hutchens  from  the  Philippine  Department,  who  is  a 
replacement  for  Staff  Sgt.  Samuel  J.  Richardson,  arrived  March  5th  to-  take  up  ' 
his  regular  duties  as  Supply  -Sergeant.  Here's  luck,  Sergeant  Hutchens. 

Monday,  March  4th,  the  Squadron  sent  three  planes  to  Washington,  D .0 . ,• 
to  attend  the  Inaugural.  They  were  return  the  some  day  but  weather  condi- 
tions delayed  their  return  until  the  morning  of  March  6th. 

Pvts.  Percy  G.  Hunter  and.  William  EcK .Andrews,  both  previous  service  men, 
submitted  their  names  for  service  in  Panama.  We  are  very  sorry  to  lose  such 
men  and  hope  them  the  best  if  we  do. 

Lieuts.  Cassius  H,  Thomas  and  Charles  S.  Vaughn  flew  cross-country  to 
Mitchel  Field,  .N.Y.,  3:00  P.M,,  March  8th  and  returned  before  sun  down  March  10. 
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Langley  yield,  HarpW,  Va . , April  11th . 

2nd  Bombardment  Group  "-  By  Lieut.  Howard;  Again  the  Group  is  back 

in  shape  with  all  the  LB-5A' s in  -oorgraission  after  quite  a long  period  consumed 
in  getting  their  tails  strengthened  * ,v W ith  the  arrival  of  28  new  officers,  who 
graduated  from  the  Advanced  Flying ■ School , Kelly -Fie Id,  in  March,  ge  now  have 
more  pilots  than  ships'.  Cur  cor-issiuned  strength  has  been  increased  from.  31 
to '57,  not  counting  3 officers  on  permanent  detached  service  at  Aberdeen.  The 
new  officers  were  assigned  as  fallows: 

To  the  49th  Bombardment  Squadron,  2nd  Lieut s.  Harry  A.  Saunders,  Reginald 
F.C. Vance,  Harry  E.  Campbell,  Melvin  S.  Hollidge,  ’William  A.  -Matheny,  Jack  H. 

He  ale , Edwin  L.  Tucker,  James  H.  wali.ee© , Jack  . hood,'  Harry  J.  Zimmerman  j to 
the  20th  Bombardment  Squadron,  2nd  Lieut s . Edwin-  M.  Day,  Glenn  T,.  Fields,  Har- 
ley R.  Grater,  Leonard  F.  Harman,  Ralph  A.  Murphy,  Frank  w Raymond  and  Wm.P. 
Sloan;  to  the  96th  Bombardment  Squadron,  2nd  Lieut s.  Otis  F.  Bryan,  William  G. 
Davis,  Frank  A.  Armstrong, Jr . , Charles  W.  Goode,  Hugh  G.  Uicholson, Jr . , William 
M.  Campbell,  Haywood  S.  Han sell, Jr.,  Dudley  D . Hale,  John  W.  Thomas, Jr . , Thomas 
S.  Power  and  William  T.  Colraan. 

Only  six  of  the  new  officers  have  had  any  training  in  bombardment  at  the 
Schools,  the  rest  being  'Pursuit , Observation  end  Attack  men.  It  will  be  neces- 
sary to  give. these  officers  training  in  Bombardment  in  the  Group,  so  it  will 
be  some  time  before  they  are  ready  to  take  part  in  Group  Operations. 

The  old  Liberty  engines  have  been  giving  some  pilots  of  the  2nd  Bombard- 
ment Group- a few  thrills.  Caot . palmer  and  1st  Lieut.  Hammond,  of . the  20th 
Squadron,  had  a real  thrill  a few  days  ago  while  t skying  out  for  a take-off. 

The  crankshaft  in  the  right  engine  . snapped  and.  the  "prop"  tore  the  ."meat -box” 
up  right  in  front  of  the  two  officers....  Lieut  .*  Vaughn  was  let  down  on  a take- 
off from  Langley  Field  due  to  a broken  camshaft.  Lieut . -Vaughn  said,  theoret- 
ically, Major  Knerr  was  shouting,  "Don1 1 turn  back  - land  straight  ahead’." 

Vaughn  landed  almost  in  a barnyard..  Lieut.  Blaufuss,  while  taxying  a Douglas 
CH  transport  . f or  a return  trip  from  'Mitchel  Field,  had  quite,  a thrill  when 
the  prop  flew  -off  due  to-  warped-  crankshaft,  tearing  out  part  of  the  engine 
and  playing  havoc  in  general . ‘ 

The  f ir-st  'Complete  ' washout  of.  an  , LB-5  A,  due  to  a forced  landing,  occurred 
March  26th.  ' Lieut s . Campbell  and  Bryan  were  forced  down  in  the  Vi rg Leri’s  pines 
at  Grand  View.  As  yet,  the  cause. is  unknown.  We  are  glad- to  announce- that 
none  of  the  personnel  were  injured  and  to  know  that  the  LB-5-A's  are-  good 
tree  cutters. 

.Lieut.  Howard  E.  Hall,  of  the . Bombardment  Group,  delivered  a lecture  last 
Sunday,  April  7th,  before  the  Men's.  Club  of  the  Hamoton  Pres fcyterianv  Church, 
on  the  thrilling  maneuvers  connected  with  the  flood  relief  mission  in  Alabama. 
Lieut.  Hall  piloted  one ■ of  the  Flood  Relief  planes  on  this  mission,  and  he 
was  in  the  middle  of  all  the  activities.  According  to  the  local  newspapers, 
the  lecture  was  highly  interesting-  and  instructive  Following  the.  lecture, 
there  was  a piano  duet,  and  group  singing  led  by  the  local  pastor. 

Lieut s . Huggins,  Thomas,  Matheny  and  Davis,  in  two  LB-5 -A' s took  off, 

March  25th,  for  Bismark,  Horth  Dakota,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  the 
Office,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,. for  the. purpose  of  bombing  ice  jams  to  prevent 
a flood  condition.  Commander  Byrd  has  nothing  bn  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group. 

C.apt . Frank  D.  Blackett,  who  reported  from  Chanute  Field,  is  the  Commanding 
Officer  ^f  the  ,59th  Service  Squadron  in  the  Group. 

49th  Bombardme nt  Squadron.  -*-■  By  Lieut  . Jack  -vV  . Wood : Li e ut  s . Fair  and 
Buckman  on  April  fst  completed  their  practice  bombing  missions  from  800  feet 
with  .50  lb.  bombs. 

Lieut.  Buckman  flew  a searchlight  mission  over  Ft .Monroe  on  April  2nd, 

Lieut s . Thomas  and  Matheny  returned  from  Rochester,  Minnesota,  ^n  the 
afternoon  of  April  3rd.  The  boys  were  quite  discouraged  because  the  ice  jam 
which  they  were  to  have  bombed  at  Bismark,  H. Dakota,  broke  up  and  floated 
down  the.,  river  before  they  could  get  to  it.' 

On  Thursday  several  of  the  new-  officers  Were  checked  off  the  LB-7  by  Lt . 
Bentley . . . ‘ 

The.  new.  officers  of  the  Group  were  again  fortunate  in  securing  nine  AT-5's 
from  the.  school  for  Thursday  afternoon  and  Friday  morning  for  practicing 
Pursuit  formation. 
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Due  to  tie  foot  that  nil  .the,  Liberty  motors  in  the  L3-5’s  have  been  con- 
demned, the  49th- has  been  left  high,  and  dry  as  far  as  flying". equipment  is  con- 
cerned. However,  v*e  have  managed  an  occasional  bombing  mission  in  one  of  the 
LB-?’ s from  the  20th  and  an  airing  now  and  then  in  an  0-11  or  a:  PT-1. 

San  Antonio  Air  Pep®  t,  Diva  can  Field,  Texas,  April  5th  . 

Majors  Rush  3.  Lincoln  and  John  B.  Brooks  of  the  office  of  the  Chief  of 
Staff,  Washington,  paid  an  official  visit  to  this  Depot  on  Thursday,  March  28th, 
in  connection  with  their  recent  tour,  through  this  vicinity, 

1st  Lieut.  Alfred  J,  Lyon,  A.C . , of  the.  Headquarters  of  the  Air  Corps  Ma- 
terial Division,  Wright  Field,  was  on  temporary  duty  at  this  Depot,  March  24th 
to  30th,  on  an  investigation-  of  .engineering  problems  pertaining  to  DH-4M-1  and 
DH-4M-2  airplanes. 

Among  those  present  at  the  Annual  West  Point  Dinner  held  in  San  Antonio, 
at  the  St .Anthony  Hotel,  on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  March  16th,  was  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  Depot,  Lieut. -Col.  Mars,  he  was  also  one  of  the  speakers 
of  the. evening. 

The  following  Air  Corps  officers  were  visitors  at  this  Depot  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ferrying  planes  from  the  Depot  to  various  Fields :- 

Lieut.  Ivan  M.  Palmer,  .of  Ft.  Crockett,  Texas , March  19th,  ferrying  a.  PT-1 
to  Schoen  Field,  Ft .Benjamin  Harrison,  Ind . 

Lieut.  John  G- . Moore,  of  Ft . ..Crockett , ferrying  a PT-1  to  -Norton  Field, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  March-'  20  th . * 

Lieut.  Russell  Li  Msughn,  from  Woodward  Field,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  March 
23rd,  .ferrying  a PT-1  back  to  that  station. 

Lieut Emile  T.  Kennedy,,  from  Sand  Point  Airdrome,  Seattle Wash., March 
23rd',  ferrying  h PT-1  to  that’  station. 

Lieut.  Frederick  W . Evans,  of  Mitchel  ..Field,  N IT . April  2nd,  ferrying 
an' 0-1  to'  Mi-tchel  -Fiel^.,- 

Lieut.  Charles  Douglas,  of  Ft*.  'Shm  Houston!,  Abril  2nd,  ferrying  an  02-H 
.'to  Lowry  Field,'  Denver-,  Colo.,  for  the  Colorado  National  Guard.  - . 

,Camp  Nichols,  Rizal,  P.I.,  March  1st . 

The  Air  Corps  was  well  represented  with  the  Navy  on  their  recently  com- 
pleted Southern  Island  crui.se..  Lieut s.  Boh.  Howland  and  Vince  Mcloy  accompanied 
the  fleet  on  the.U.S-.S.  Jason  to  Zamboanga.  Lieut s . Kelly,  Goodrich,  Hoag  and 
Paul  travelled  on  destroyers.  They,  visited  many  of  the  out  of  .the  way  places 
and' 'enjoyed  alligator  hunting  and  shark  fishing.  It  was  noted,  however,  that 
they  Brought  no  trophies  of  their  chase  . 

Feb.  9th  saw  the  third  joint  maneuver  with  the  Navy,  This  problem  con- 
sisted in  plane  to  plape  and  plane  to  ground  communication .A ; joint  maneuver 
in  the  vicinity  of  Lingayen  Gulf  will  be  he  Id. early  in  Marqh.  These  maneuvers 
so "fah  have  been  quite  successful. 

Lieut.  D.G-.  Lingle  departed  for  Baguio,  Feb.  17th,  to -conduct  a survey  of 
new  landing  fields. 

Capt . Volahdt,  of  the  Philippine  Air  Depot,  recently  acquired  a zoo  in 
the  form  of  two  -Iguanas.  Kind  as  he  was,  one'  of ' them  thought  too  much,  of  his 
freedom  and  cleared  out.  By  means  of  persuasion  in  the  form. of  a stronger  cage, 
the  other  one  decided  to  remain.  ..  Sc  far,  it  has  been  trained  to. -eat  -out  of 
.the  Captain' s hand  . . - • ; ...  j 

66th  Service  .' Squadron ; Lieut  . John  C . Kennedy,  assumed  the  duties  of 
Squadron  Supply  Officer,  in  addition  to  his  other  duties < 

Staff  Sgt . Archie  L.  Cathie,  ourJ parachute  rigger,  discharged  on  Feb.  1st, 
re-enlisted  the  following  day. 

Staff  Sgt.  James  G.  Blais  was  appointed  Tech. Sgt.  on  Feb.  4th  and  ordered 
back  to  the  States  on- the  April  transport . His  new  station  is  March.  Field. 

.The  pistol  practice  firing  of.  the  Squadron  has  been  in  full  swing  since 
the  1st  of  February.  Under  I.ieut.  Kennedy,  Range'  officer,  assisted  by  Staff 
Sgt.  Norris  Brock,  the  Squadron  should  make  ah  excellent  record.- 

Sgt.  Hampton  M.  Drake,  discharged  on  February  3rd,  re -enlisted  the  follow- 
ing day.  He  leaves  on  the  April  transport  for  March  Field. 
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Headquarters  4th  Cuap^sltc  Group ; Headquarters  has  the  distinction  of  num- 
bering two  out  of  four  ox  its  officers  as  members  of  the  Hole -in-One  Golf  Club. 
Lieut.  Alfred  Linde burg  qualified  on  the  Baguio  course  last  December,  while 
Capt  . Charles  A.  Pursley  qualified  on  the  McKinley  course  during  the  current 
month. 

Cpls.  Livingston  and  Carr  were  discharged  the  latter  part  of  January  and 
re-enlisted.  They  are  now  enjoying  a two  months'  furlough  visiting  central  and 
northern  Luzon. 

Pvt . Robert  Lamoureux  was  promoted  to  Sergeant  and  placed  in  charge  of 
the  Headquarters  mess.  pvt.  Joseph  Humphreys  was  rated  Air  Mechanic,  2nd  Class, 
and  assigned  to  Plight  "B",  2nd  Observation  Squadron,  for  training-  This  pro- 
motion was  the  result  of  a recent  examination  for  Air  Mechanics  in  which  three 
Headquarters  men  qualified,  namely,  pvts.  Humphreys,  Pool  and  Barker.  Only 
one  vacancy  existed  in  Headquarters  for  this  rating. 

E & R Office ; Work  on  the  additions  to  the  E & R Building  is  fast  drawing 
to  a close.  The  two  new  howling  alleys  are  completed  affording  much  enjoyment 
to  the  men  of  the  post.  Interest  runs  high  and  not  a few  high  scores  have  been 
made  . 

The  new  library  and  reading  room  will  be  opened  shortly.  A set  of  wicker 
chairs  and  tables,  bright  curtains  for  the  windows,  and  a number  of  selected 
pictures,  and  new  books  and  magazines  will  make  the  room  both  pleasant  and 
comfortable . 

Ray  McMullen,  Nichols  intrepid  boxer,  won  the  inter-service  lightweight 
championship  belt,  when  he  got  the  decision  over  Quinn  of  the  Asiatic  Pleet 
at  the  Manila  Stadium  on  February  7th.  He  will  fight  .the  main  go  at  another 
smoker  to  be  held  in  the  E & R. 

The  Nichols  Tennis  team  came  out  on  top  in  the  inter-post  tournament  with 
16  matches  to  their  credit,  losing  only  two.  The  team  will  be  presented  with 
a cup  by  the  Army  & Navy . Y -M  .C  .A.  • 

28th  Bombardment  Squadron;  Lieut,  Paul  E.  Burrows  received  his  orders  for 
Rockwell  Field  and  will  leave  on  the  June  transport. 

The  Squadron's  LB' s are  again  in  commission,  having,  been  laid  up  for  some 
time  in  order  to  change  the  tail  fittings.  With  their  return  to  active  flying, 
the  Squadron  has  again  gone  in  for  bombing. 

Lieut.  Dache  M.  Reeves  was  detailed  as  Post  School  Officer  and  has  been 
well  occupied  with  his  duties. 

Capt.  Brock  made  a trip  to  Clark  Field  recently  and  enjoyed  his  stay  there. 
He  states  that  he  is  now  proficient  in  dodging  chickens,  pigs,  dogs,  etc.,  that 
travel  on  the  road  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

3d  Pursuit  Squadron,  Clark  Field;  Capt  . L.F.  Hickey  has  received  word  that 
his  orders  were  changed  to  Post  Field,  Fort  Sill. 

A visitor  from  the.  Language  School  at  Pekin  arrived  in  the  person  of  Lieut. 
Thomas  D.  White.  Since  the  Marines  left  China,  he  claims  that  "getting  in  time" 
is  quite  a problem. 

During  the  recent  maneuvers  of  the  Philippine  Division,  Capt.  B.F.  Giles 
and  L .? . Hickey  delivered  mail  to  the  various  regiments. 

The  Asiatic  Light  Cruiser  Squadron  pulled  stakes  on  the  5th  of  February. 

The  personnel  enjoyed  their  stay  here  and  were  thoroughly  pleased  with  the 
spirit  of  cooperation  shown  them.  Our  command  received  a.  letter  of  commenda- 
tion from  the  Commander  of  the  Light  Cruiser  Division  for  the  assistance  render- 
ed the  Naval  detachment  during  their  stay. 

2d  Observation  Squadron,  Klndley  Field;  There's  weeping  and  wailihg  at 
Kindley  Field;  General  Orders  No.  3,  "Heed quarters  Philippine  Department,  is  out 
and  in  no  unmistakable  terms  sounds  the  death  knell  of  our  Island  Paradise,  at 
least  as  far  as  we  are  concerned.  In  other  words,  we  move.  Effective,.  April 
1st,  the  2d  Observation  Squadron  takes  station  at  Camp  Nichols  and  the  officers 
start  house  hunting  in  Manila. 

We  are  losing  two  of  our  commissioned  personnel  on  the  April  boat.  Lieut. 
Vince  Meloy  goes  to  Washington  and  Lieut.  Dudley  Watkins  to  Dayton. 

Lieut.  Meloy  had  some  interesting  detached  service  during  February  when  he, 
Tech.  Sgt  . Cox  and  Staff  Sgt  . Schultz,  loaded  one  Amphibian  aboard  the  "Jason"' 
and;  departed  with  the  fleet  for  the  southern  Islands.  He  had  a two  weeks'  trip, 
some  hard  work  and  lots  of  fun. 

February  just  about  finished  the  Coast  Artillery  firing  on  the  "Rock"  and 
developed  a few  more  enthusiasts  about  Air  Corps  spotting  in  the  Artillery. 
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We  !-re  looking  for  "an  influx  of  visitor.?  during  our  lost  few  weeks  here. 
Within  the  month  we  hove  'hod  as  guests  - General  Holbrook,  Copt,  and  Mrs.  Hickey, 
and  Lieut  . Murrey  fr 'r:  StOtsenhurg;  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Vfh  it  c sides  and  Miss  LeBrou 
from  Nichols  arid  Grot,  and  Mrs.  Si  Ilmen  f r pm -Manila . 

Marshall  -Field,  Foi  t RPcy,  Kansas,  April  4. 

The  spring  thaws  during  the  first  pert  of  the  month  made  the  field  so 
muddy  that ‘ gunnery : practice  was  about  the  only  schedule  followed  prior  to  the; 
gunnery  expedition ' on  March  loth,. 

• On  March  12th,  the  Unit  held  a dance  in  the  . Squadron  Mess  Hall  which  was. 
reported  as  "Very  Successful".  : . 

. The  Squadron  is  no.v  concentrating  on  radio  corrrrunicat ion  practice.  Numer- 
ous kinds  of  joint  maneuvers  with  the  Cavalry  School  are  scheduled  for  this 
month. 

Major  H.H.  Arnold,  in  school  at  Ft.  Leavenworth,  naid  the  Unit  a visit 
yesterday. 

Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.,  April  2 . 

On  March  18th-23d,  Seven  Air  Corps -Reserve  Officers,  all  graduates  from 
the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  March,  1929,  Class  and  now  on  a year's 
extended  active  duty  at  Rockwell  Field,  apoeared  before  the  examining  board  for 
examination  for  Commission  in  the  Air  Corps,  Regular  Army.  These  candidates 
were  Lieutsi  S.W.  Cheyney.;  David  D.  Craves;  John  P.  Kenny;  Allen  J.  Mickle; 

Lewis  R.  Parkef;  James  A.  Ron  in  and  R.W.  Stewart. 

The  engagement  of  Miss  Shirley  Hunt , daughter  of  Capt  . Hunt  of  Ft  .Rose - 
crans,  to  Lieut.  Frederick  W.  Ott,  Air  Corps,  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  was  an- 
nounced at  a recent  bridge -tea.  given  in  Miss  Hunt's  honor  by  Miss  Ernestine 
Hunker,  daughter  of  Capt . H.J.  Hunker,  O.M.C.,  of  Rockwell .Field*  ; 

The  long  and  anxiously  awaited  orders  for. pilots  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squad- 
ron to  proceed  to  the  Boeing  Airplane  Coippanjf,  : Seattle , Wash.,  and  ferry  back' 

new  p-12  ulanes  were  received  at  Rockwell  Field.  The  oilots  who  will  fly  the 

. - ^ v 

new  planes  on  maneuvers  are  scheduled  to  go  to  .Seattle  for  the  if  ships. 

The  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  is  engaged  in  aerial  gunnery  practice  from  5:15, 
A.M.  every  morning  until  noon.  Some -remarkaoly  high  scores  were  made  to  date 
and  every  pilot  is  expected  to,  qualify  as  "Expert"  . . 

Capt.  John  M.  Stanley,  Medical  Corps,  flight  surgeon  at  Rockwell  Field, ' 
was  ordered  to  aomear  before  the  Examining  Board,  convened  at  presidio  of  San 
Francisco,  to  determine  his  fitness  for  active  dutyand  promotion. 

Lieut.  Eugene  C.  Batten,  A.C.,  11th.  Bombardment  Squadron,  left-  by  rail 'v 
for  Aberdeen  Proving  Grounds,  Md.,  to  secure  and  ferry  LB-7  plane  No.  28-390, 
to  Rockwell  Field. 

Lieut s.  Odas  Moon  and  W’.O .Kingsbury , 11th  Bombardment  Squadron,  who  have 
been  in  the  East  for  several  months  on  Detached  Service  at  the  Keystone  Air- 
craft Factory,  are  expected  to  return  shortly  with  two  new  L.B-7  planes  of  the 
11th  Squadron.  g- 

Lieut.  Ray  H.  Clark,  A.C.,  in  PT-1  plane  :No  . 27-145,  recently  ferried  same 
from  Rockwell  Field  to  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  and  returned  by  rail  to  his  proper 
station  . ' ” ' 

1st  Lieut.  C .E ...  Stafford,  Q...M.C,,  reported  for  duty  at  Rockwell  Field,  on 
March  26, ‘ as  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

1st  Lieut.  C .P . Fane.  Depot  Supply  Officer,  Rockwell  Field  Air  Depot,  ac- 
cepted an  invitation  to  deliver  a talk  on  "Japan"  before  the  San  Diego  Chapter 
of  the  Reserve  Officers'  Association. 

. > < ; ■' .{  ■ x } . . t 

* . . . ■ f>  ■ ' ; ' >/’  ' 

Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas,  April  11th . 


Under  the’  command  of  Major  Goolrick,  the  16th  Observation  Squadron  arrived 
at  Fort  Crockett  for  gunnery  practice  on  March  16th  and,  upon  completion  of 
same  on  March  28th,  returned  to  their  proper  station,  Fort  Riley,  Kansa.s.  The 
visit  of  this  squadron  was  .enjoyed  immensely  by  the’  entire  3d  Attack  Group, 
and  we  hope  that  we  will  be  able  to  have  them  with  us  for  the  firing  season  ’ 
next  year.  ■ 

Major  John’H.  Jouett,  Commanding  Officer,  3d  Attack  Group,  Fort  Crockett, 
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and  Ellington  Eield,  departed  for  Langley  Field  by  rail  on  Aoril  5th  to  sit  with 
Capt.  Kenney  and  Lieut . Carrol  on  a board  of  officers  for  the  purpose  of  deter- 
mining the  requirements  of  an  attack  airplane  upon  which  to  base  a directive  for 
further  experimental  development. 

The  SOth  Attack  Squadron,  by  winning  three  of  the  four  track  meets  held 
during  the  1328-1929  season,  comes  into  possession  of  the  season  cup. 

Our  new  grand  stand  was  completed  last  week  and  work  on  the  two  baseball 
diamonds  is  progressing.  We  believe  that  the  Fort  Crockett  baseball  field 
when  completed  will  be  the  equal  of  any  in  this  section  of  the  country.  Great 
hopes  were  held  forth  for  the  success  of  the  Post  team  in  the  League  but  the 
loss  of  the  90th  Squadron  members  has  seriously  handicapped  the  team.  Should 
the  8th  Squadron  leave  for  border  duty  it  is  going  to  be  necessary  to  withdraw 
from  the  League,  however,  we  ere  hoping  that  the  absence  of  the  personnel  on 
border  duty  will  be  of  short  duration. 

Kelly  Eield,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  March  29th . 

TChile  Mrs.  Fechet  and  her  daughter  Mary  were  at  Son  Antonio,  Texas,  they 
were  the  guests  of  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Trunk  of  Duncan  Field.  During  their  stay  they 
were  the  guests  of  many  attractive  luncheons,  teas  and  dinners  given  by  officer 
and  their  wives  cf  Kelly  Field,  as  well  as  by  civilian  friends  in  San  Antonio. 
Among  their  hosts  and  hostesses,  all  of  whom  ore  too  numerous  to  mention,  were 
General  and  Mrs.  Lehm,  Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  Major  and  Mrs.  Chaney,  Capt.  and  Mrs. 
W.B.  Wright,  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Thompson,  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Dunton,  and  Lieut,  and 
Mrs.  Patrick.  Every  day  of  their  three  weeks'  stay  here,  with  the  exception 
of  a week-end  spent  as  the  guests  of  Mrs.  Kearney  at  Catarina  Ranch,  was  en- 
tirely taken  op . Upon  their  departure  from  San  Antonio  last  Thursday,  they 
expressed  themselves  as  having  enjoyed  their  trip  very  much,  and  are  in  hopes 
that  they  might  return  again  in  the  near  future . 

One  of  the  incidents  of  their  visit  wa.s  an  inspection  by  Mrs.  Eechet  and 
several  other  ladies,  of  the  Cadet  Detachment  barracks  and  mess  hall.  The 
Cadet  Detachment  is  now  commanded  by  1st  Lieut.  D .V . Gaffney  and  2nd  Lieut . 

D .T  . Craw.  Mrs.  Fe.chet  expressed  herself  as  being  very  well  pleased  with  the 
organizat  ion .. 

Through  activities  of  Lieut.  5 .T . Smith,  athletic  officer  of  Kelly  Field, 
a very  interesting  baseball  game  was  held  on  the  68tb  Squadron  diamond  last 
Monday . Lieut.  Smith  arranged  with  Mr.  J.J.  (Muggsy)  Mc&raw,  manager  of  the 
New  York  Giants,  to  hold  a game  between  his  team  and  a picked,  all  star  team 
from  Kelly  Field.  Judge  Kenesaw  M.  Landis, czar  of  baseball,  as  well  as  Secre- 
tary James  J.  Tierney,  attended  the  game,  which  resulted  in  11  to  2 victory 
for  the  Giants.  Representatives  from  every  squadron  team  in  Kelly  Field  played 
in  this  game. 

' Batteries  for  Kelly  Field  were  pitchers  Goodwin  and  Drobina,  catchers 
Smith  and  Vielock;  for  the  Giants,  pitchers  Mays  and  Scott,  catchers  Hoasn  and 
Allen.  Many  other  well  known  players  participated  in  the  game.  "Cld  Man" 

Bill  Brennan,  who  is  known  as  the  "Father  of  Umpires",  officiated  at  the  game. 

Many  of  the  players  of  the  Giant  team  were  given  airplane  rides  in  ships 
from  Kelly  Field. 

Baseball  activity  at  this  field  is  progressing  very  rapidly  and  much  in- 
terest is  being  shown.  The  Kelly  Field  League  will  start ' off icially  on  April 
6th. 

It  has  been  noted  with  a considerable  amount  of  approval  that  the  recent- 
ly arrived  class  of  98.  flying  cadets  have- he en  conducting  themselves  in  a man- 
ner Which  brings  credit  not  only  to  themselves,  but  to  all  the  officers  and 
personnel  who  have  had  a hand,  in  their  training. 

Cadets  have  manifested  considerable  interest  in  athletics  and  have  al- 
ready organized  teams  in  the  various  sports,  which  will,  undoubtedly,  prove 

strong  competitors  in  the  many  matches  which  it  is  expected  they  will  enter. 

Polo  activitjr  at  Kelly  Field,  under  the  direction  of  Capt.  H.A.  George, 
suffered  something  of  a slump  as  compared  with  the  frequent  games  and  tourna- 
ments which  took  place  here  during  the  mid-winter  term.  This  has  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  prevalence  of  ringworm,  of  which  there  are  many  cases  throughout 
the  Corps  Area.  It  is  hoped,  however,  to  have  the  ponies  in  shape  in  the  very 

near  future,  so  that  the  A.C.T.C.  polo  team,  which  is  now  composed  of  Lieut s . ' 

Beverly,  Craw,  Connell  and  Capt.  George,  with  Lieuts.  Brown,  Van  Meter  and  Sims 
as  substitutes,  - may  compete  in  the  Houston  tournament  next  month,  to  which  they 
have  been  invited.  T.  coo~  . n 
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In  the  past  the  A.C.T.C.  team  has  “been  able  to  give  an  exct  llent  account 
of  itself  in  competitions  with  Array  and  civilian  teams  and  it  is  expected  that, 
with  the  advent  of  -new  .material,-  it  will  continue  to  do  so . 

Mayor  J.G.  Duncan  of  Palestine,  Texas,  requested  the  presence  of  thirty 
Government  .airplanes  to  take  nert  in  the  opening  of  the  Palestine  Municipal  Air- 
port, Saturday,  March  30th,  many  pilots  from  this  station  looking  forward  to. 
oart  icioat  ing  in  this  event. 


The  possibilities  were  that  a stop  would  be  made  at  Lufkin,  Texas,  to  as- 
sist in  the  opening  of  a municipal  airport  in  that  city., .It  is  interesting  to 
note  the  number  of  towns  in  Texas  which  are  becoming  increasingly  air-minded, 
and  -which  have  gone  to  the  expense  of  building,  and  maintaining  airports  and 
regular  flying  service . 

Due  to  the  activity  incident  to  the  arrival  .and  training  of  a class  of  104 
students,  there  has  not  be.en  an  especial  amount  of  cross-country  flying  at  this 
station  during  the  last  two  weeks;  however,  there  have  been  numerous  flights 
to  such  points ■ as  Dallas,  Mew  Orleans,  Muskogee  .as  well  as  trips  to  Laredo, 
Eagle  pass  and  other  border  cities. 


Brooks  Pie  Id,  San  Antonio , Texas,  Apr il  15th . 

1st  Lieut.  Thomas  M\  Lowe  and  Mrs.  Lowe  left  Brooks  Field,  April  3d,  for 
San  Francisco,  sailing  on  the  next  TJ.S  Army  Transport  for  duty  in  Hawaii. 

Lieut.  Lowe  was  Commanding  Officer  of  the  20th  Photo  Section  for  over  a’ 
year,  having  come  here  from  Langley  Field,  Va . , on  June  25,  1927. 

’2nd' Lieut.  S.A.  -Gilkey.  with  Major  F.3.  Dwyer,  Med. Corps  as  passenger , flew 
to  Laredo,.  Texas,  March  29th,  returning  the  same  day. 

2nd  Lieut.  M..E * Tillery,  with  Sgt  . Kanz.anback  as  passenger,  flew  to  Beau- 
mont, Texas,  March  30th,  returning  on  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day. 

2nd  Lieut-.  Daniel  M.  Ramsay,  with  pvt .'  E .W  . Latham,  Jr.,  as  passenger,  flew 
to1  Brownsville,  Te-xas,  March  30th,  returning  the  31st. 

1st  Lieut , A.F.  Glenn,  as  Flight  Commander,  with  a formation  of  five  DH's, 
flew  to  Palestine,  Texas,  March  30th,  to  take  part  in  the  inaugural  ceremonies 
of  a new  airport  thereat,  making  the  return  trip  the  next  e.f  terno’on  .•  Those1' 
making  the  trip  -were  2nd  Lieut.  L.H.  Rodieck,  Pvt.  Moser;  2nd  Lieut.  H.S . 

Engler,  Ca.pt . R.K  .Simpson,  Med. Corps;  2nd  Lieut.  F .33  .Cheat  le , pvt.  R.C.  Holt; 

2nd  Lieut.  B.M.  Hovey,  Jr.,  Copt  . L.C. White,  Med. Corps  and  pvt.  Dodgen . 

Lieut.  Rodieck  and  pvt.  Moser,  who  boast  of  Palestine  as  their  home,  at- 
tended the  ceremonies  as  guests  of  honor  at  the  request  of  the  Palestine  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce . 

2nd  Lieut.  F.L.  Neville,  with  Sgt.  Sodervall  as  passenger,  flew  to  Okla- 
homa City,.  Saturday,  returning  Sunday  afternoon. 

2nd  Lieuts.  R-E.  Randall,  B ,A . 3r  idgett , Claire  Stroll,  Capt  . N.  Muney,  Med. 
Corps,  Sgt.  'Howard  E.  Ritter,  and  pvt.  C.F.  Williams  proceeded  to  Matagorda  Is- 
land, March  30th,  returning  Sunday  afternoon.  Fishing  was  reported  as  excellent 

Major  Sheplar  7/ . FitzGerald,  Commanding  Officer  of  Brooks  Field,  accompan- 
ied by  Congressman  Melvil  J.  Maas,  of  Minnesota  flew  to  Galveston  on  Saturday, 
returning  Sunday  afternoon. 

1st  Lieut.  John  R.  Morgan  was  detailed  as  Assistant  Director  of  Flying 
Instruction. 

1st  'Lieut . -V/d-rren  R.  Carter,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  basic  'flying 
stage,  left  April  6th  for  a leave-  of  absence  o.f  three  months.  During  this  time 
Lieut.  Carter  will  be  connected  with  the  flying  school  being  established  at  ' 
Roosevelt  Field,  Long  Island.  . : ■ 

Major  S.W,  FitzGerald,  -as  pilot , with  Congressman- Melvil  J.  Maas  of  Minne- 
sota as  passenger , . left  April  10th  for  Fort  Huachuca,  and  Nac'o , Arizona,  to  ob- 
tain first  hand  information  about  our  southern  border  conditions.  The  trip 
was  made  in  an  02-K,  the  return  to  Brooks  Field,  being  made  on  April  12th. 


Selfridge  Field,  Nt  . Clemens,  Mich.,  March  27th.. 


On  the  evening  of  March  22nd  the  officers  entertained  the  ladies  and  sev- 
eral visitors  at  a most  enjoyable  steak  dinner  and  picture  show  party  in  Mt  . 
Clemens.  The  dinner  was  held  at  the  Crystal  Cafe.  Due  to  the  largo  number 
present  the  Cafe  was  cro?kLed  to  the -point  of  overflowing. 

Lieut.  Morgan  was  called  upon  to  express  his  feelings,  anticipations  and 
wonders  of  that'  great  thing  which  comes  to  some  of  the  nu re 1 fortunate  bachelors, 
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called  "Love,".  .But  he  "being  of  a .hashful  type,  in.  a»prewd,  blushed  and,  looking 
to  his  beloved,  betrothed  and.  befuddled  chosen  one,  reluctantly  rose  and  .in  a 
weak  but  convincing  voice  explained,  "Gee  , its  great  l " Whereupon  those  assem- 
bled cheeped  hire  and  the  blushing'  bride  to  oe ,.  and  wished  them  happiness.  ".The 
young  lady  is  Miss  Helen  Johnston , daughter,  of.  Ca.pt.  and  Mrs.  Clyde  Johnston,.. 

Lieut  . Barney  was  called  upon  'to  express  himself  on  the  thrills  of.  washing 
out  an  02  in  Ohio  . He  was  returning  from  Layton  and  due  to  fog  and  bad  weather, 
landed  at  Toledo.  The  field  was  very  muddy  and  the.  0-2  refused  to  roll  forward 
and,  instead,  went  over  on  its  back-  The  pilot;  and  passengers  were  uninjured 
but  shaken  up. 'and  muddy.. when  they  climbed  from' beneath  the  ship. 

'The  Bi-monthly  raided  card  party  was  held  at. the  Officers.1  Club  on  the  even- 
ing of  March  20th . 

The  Engineering  officer  is  quite  busy,  now  that  the  field,  is  very  soft  and 
that  Pi's  refuse  to  roll  through  mud  holes.  March  26th  saw  two  on  their  backs... 
and  one  stuck  but  which,  did  not  "nose  over".  Lieuts.  Garrison,  Air  Reserve, 
and  Moore,  Air  Corps,  were  the  unfortunate  ones  to  experience  the  thrills  of 
partially  completing  an  outside  loop.  Lue  to  low  altitude  they  .landed  very  sud- 
denly with  their  heads  in  the  mud.  fortunately,  no  one  has  been  injured,  but 
the  ships  will  have  to  be  overhauled.  ......  . . ; _v>. 

Lieuts.  Winefordner , Air  Corps,  Rodgers,  Underhill  and  Rhudy,  Air  Reserve  ,"  - 
went  to  Buffalo,  March ..24th  to  ferry  pl-Cs  for  the  94th  Squadron.  ..Due  to  .-bad 
weather  they  were  forced  "to  remain  over  until  Tuesday,  March  26th.  The  stay- 
over,  however,  was  very  entertaining  and  enjoyed  very  much  as  the  Curtiss  Com- 
pany took  them  through  the  factory  and  they  were  gue.sts  at  the  Buffalo  Aviation 
Show,  which  was  very  interesting,  about  38  different  ships  being  on  display.' 

Cross-country'  flights  by  personnel  of  this  field  were  made,  as. 'follows: 
Lieut.  Duke  with  Cpl  v Severson  .to  Qsco&a,  M.ich . , and  return,  March  18th  - Lieut. 
Hire  to  Kelly  field  to  accompany  three  Mexican  flyer's  from  Wright  ’field  to  that 
point,  March '19th  - Lieut . Robinson  to  Bolling  field,  D.C.,  March  22nd  - Lieuts.’ 
Elliott  and  Moor  to  Miller  field,  N.Y-,.  March  22nd,  returning  the  '24th  - Lieut.. 
Morgan  to.  Wright,  field,  March  23rd,  returning  following,  day.  - .Lieut.  Gehlbach 
to'  Chanute  .field,  March  23rd,  returning  following  day  ~ Lieut.  Klein  to  Scott 
field,  March  23rd,  returning  the  2.6th  - Lieuts-.  Curtiss  ‘and  Harvey  to  Jackson, 
Mich.,  March  ’23rd,.  returning  the  24th  - Lieuts.  Richards  and  S.elzer.  to  Wright 
field,  March  5th,  returning,  the  6th  - Capt . Reynolds  .to  Bolling  field,  March  8th, 
returning  the  1'8-th  - Lieuts.  Harding,  Lybarger.  ana  Bar  ties  to  Wright’  field', 

March  5th,'  returning  the  5th  - Lieut.  Klein  to  Lansing,  Mich.,  March  8th,  re- 
turning same . day  - Lieut.  Warren,  to  Chicago,  111.,  March  9th,  re  turning  next 
day  - Lieuts.  Cobb,  'Barbies  and  Barr  to  ft.  Sheridan,  111.,  to  participate  in 
communication  exercises,  March.  11th,  returning  the  13th  - Lieut .,  Sgan  to  Cha- 
nute field,  March  12th,  returning  the  14th.  ....  f ' - ..  ..••>•  ..  , . 

The  following.  Air  Corps,  officers  visited  the  field  recently:  Capt Duncan 
from  Chicago,  .March  6.th,  leaving  same  day.  - Capt.  finter  from,  Wright  field, 

March  8th,  returning  same  day.-  Lieut.  Haddon  from  Wright  field,  March  8th, 
returning,  same  day  - Lieut.  Lyons  from  Wright  field,  March  11th,  returning  th© 
14th  - Lieuts .'  Valentine  and  Tyndall  from  Wright  field,  March • 20th , returning 
samb  day  - Lieut.  Wolf  from  Wright  field, ' March' 20th , returning  same  day  -■ 
Lieuts. Ross  and  Dorr  from  Chanute  field,:  March  23rd.  leaving  the.  24th. 

Lieuts.  Barr  and  Harding  departed  for  Scott  field  in  the  fokker  to  take  the- 
athletic  team  there  for  the  Corps  Area.  Meet  on  March  23rd.  Tie  center  motor 
burned'  put . at  Chanute  field,  so  Lieut.  Barr  took  a Chanute  field  C-l  with  7 
passengers  and.  Lieut'.  Harding  on  0-2  with  the  remaining  passenger  and  proceeded, . 
to  Scott  field  on  the  24th.  Chanute ' field  will  get  another  engine  for  the  . . 
fokker . from  Pairfie  Id.  , ..  ..... 

Lieuts.  pr Indie  and  Sanders  departed,  for  Edgewood 'Ar sepal  to  participate 
in  the  . Chemical  ’ Warfare  Demonstration  held  at  that  place.  Both.’ ships  were 
equipped  with!  smoke  tanks.  r.  ..'  ...  ' 

Capt  . 'Reynolds,  Lieuts.  Yoder  'and  Abbott  flew  to  North  Dakota,  March  26th, 
in  three  0-2' s with  three  enlisted  mechanics  for  the  purpose  of  bombing  ice  ,,  . . 
jams  in  the  North  Platte  River. 

We  have  received  eight  more  P-1 -0s  s,.. which  brings  the  total  up  to  29 
received.  .Two  have  since  been  cracked  up .'  .so  we  'have  27  left.  , .'  f 

Lie'ut’.  Murray,  Reserve  cl  freer  on  inactive  . status,  ‘ while  piloting  a PT-1 
on  March  18th,  nosed  over  end  washed  out  the  landing  gear.  He  escaped  injury* 

Major  Dixon,  Cents . ' Deford,  Person  and  Lieut  . Walker,  from  .Langley  field, 
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arrived,  hero  to  ferry  four  P-l's  to  the  it  home  station.  Copt.  Do  Ford  and  Lieut, 
talker  left,  March  25th  for  Langley  via  Buffalo,  U.Y.,  end  Middle  town,  Pa.;  Ca.pt. 
Person  left  on  the  26th  via  Wright  Field,  and  Major  Dixon  on  the  27th  via 
Boiling  Field. 

Lieut.  Alien  D.  Ferley,  Reserve,  inactive  status,  nosed  over  in  landing  a 
P-1  on  March  17th.  Tic  escaped  uninjured,  but  the  plane  was  slightly  damaged. 

Lieut.  Winef ordner , in  landing  a.  P-1  on  March  3th,  nosed  over,  breaking 
the  propeller.  Uo  injury  to  Dilot. 

Post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Okl”.,  April  15th , 

As  all  our  armament  was  destroyed  in  the  recent  fire,  and  the  new  suooly 
was  received  only  a short  time  since,  our  machine'  gun  and  bombing  practice  is 
speeding  up  the  usual  soring  rush. 

Although  this  station  has  no  photo  section,  the  photographic  detachment  of 
the  88th,  under  Lieut.  Baisley,  performed  several  maoping  jobs  in  addition  to 
routine  work.  Two  maps,  one  of  the  military  reservation  and  one  of  the  Forest 
Reserve,  were  made  with  the  four  lens,  ?2  camera. 

All  Air  Corps  buildings  and  barracks  were  repainted  this  spring,  which 
makes  the  area  shine  like  a new  dollar. 

Col.  Charles  A.  Lindbergh  dropped  in  for  a few  minutes  on  his  way  to  Mexico, 
February  15th. 

Capt  . Ira  C.  Baker  and  Lieut.  SI  wood  R.  Que  sad  a were  here  over  night  last 
month.  Capt.  Eaker's  trio  was  rather  a triumphal  march  through  Oklahoma,  which 
hails  him  as  a native  son. 

Lieut.  Batten,  ferrying  a new  LB-7  to  the  west  coast,  was  an  over  night 
visitor  this  week. 
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- . The... chief. ..purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps , National 
.'1  Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 
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THE  AIR  CORPS'  HOUSING  PROGRAM 

Funds  aggregating  $13,458,950  have  thus  far  been  appropriated  for  the  con- 
struction of  barracks  for  enlisted  men,  quarters  for  officers  and  noncommission- 
ed officers,  and  hospital  buildings  at  Air  Corps  fields  and  stations.  Of  the 
items  making  up  the  above  total,  a sum  of  $2,383,000  was  appropriated  under 
H.R.  15547  (1st  Deficiency  Bill);  $2,4X0,000  under  H.R.  7009  (Second  Deficiency 
Bill);  $2,814,000  under  H.R.  17243,  Fiscal  Year  1929,  and  $5,851,950  under  H.R. 
11134,  Fiscal  Year  1930. 

There  remain  to  be  appropriated  for  Air  Corps  housing  projects  $8,145,010, 
authorized  under  H.R.  13825,  Fiscal  Year  1931,  and  $6,079,280  under  H.R.  1655, 
Fiscal  Year  1932,  now  under  consideration  by  the"  House  Military  Affairs  Com- 
mittee. It  will  thus  be  noted  that  a total  sum  of  $27,683,240  is  involved  in 
providing  new  housing  accommodations  for  Air  Corps  personnel. 

The  building  program  at  the  various  Air  Corps  fields  and  stations  is  sum- 
marized in.  the.. following  tabulation: 


STATION 

Appropriated  : Authorized 

H.R.  15547 
1st  Defy 

H.R.  70,09 
Public  .61 
2nd  Defy 

H.R.  17243 
Public  764 
F.Y.  1929 

:H.R. 13825 

H.R.  11134:  P.D.806  ' 

F.Y.  1930:  F.Y. 1931 

H.R.  1665 

In  House  Com. 
F.Y.  1932 

BOLLING 
Barracks 
N.C.O. 
Officers 
New  site 
Dispensar 

V - 

y. 

$240,000 

. 

. 

$660,000 

$118,000 

162,000 

285,000 

20,000 

CHANUTE 

Barracks 

Officers 

■ 

■ 

■ . 

• 

. 

$150,000 

70,000 

HAWAI I 

WHEN  HER 
Barracks 
N.C.O. 
Officers 
Hospital 

• * * 

. 

'*• 

! 

‘ 

i 

• 

■ 

. 

; 

504- , 000 

300.000 

666.000 

111,600 

150,000 

40,000 

LANGLEY 
Barracks 
; h.C.O. 
Officers 
Hospital 
Sea"  Wall 

- ' :•  "i:- 

. • . . V 

. 

• 

. 300,000 

764,160 

216,000 

430.000 
175,000 

200.000 

—«-= 

382.000 

750.000 

PANAMA 
FRANCE  FLD. 
Barracks 
N.C.O. 
Officers 
Hospital 

1 

r> 

■ • • 

. 

. 

- 

360.000 

324.000 
427,200 

30 , 000 



PANAMA  ' 
AL3R00K 
Barracks 
, N.C.O. 
■'Officers 
Hospital 

. — 

• 

hr- : 

. 

• 

550.000  /. 

126.000  ■ 
400,000  j 

413,000 
: 378 , 000 

- . .. 

30,000 

. 

■■ 

75 , 000 
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Appropriated _J Authorized 


STATION  i 

i 

— __J. 

H.R.  15547 
1st  Defy 

! H.R.  7009  I 

Public  61 
2nd  Defy 

H.R.  17243 
Public  764 
F. Y.  1929 

1 

H.R.  11134  1 
F.Y.  1930 

H.R.  13825" 

P.D.  806 
F.Y.  1931 

H,R...  1665 
In  House  C 
F.Y.  1932 

POST 

Officers! 

■■!  ; i 1 

i 

$200,000 

MARSHALL  ! 

Barracks; 

N.C.O. 

Officers 

■ 1 1 

! 

1 '.  ' 

1 

— — — - 

{ 

$125,500  : 

144.000 

300 . 000 

MAXWELL 

Barracks' 

1T.C.0. 

Officers 

i 

; i 

i 

i 

$40,000 

■ 

...  .... 

178.000 
188,150 

300.000 

MARCH 
Barracks 
1T.C.0. 
Officers 
. Hospital 

$550,000 

750,000 

i i 

i 

• 

$150,000 

■ 

. 

100,800 

150,000 

257,400 

405 , 000 

• .. 

MITCHEL.' 
Barracks 
1T.C.0. 
Officers 
. Hospital 

, i 

. 

1 ' 

280,000 

120,000 

216,000 

660,000 

150.000 

180,000 

375,000 

ROCKWELL 

Barracks 

N.C.O. 

Officers 

i ; 

2SO>'QO$ 

78,000 

200,000 

108,000 
;•  iso.  ooo 

105,880 

150,000 

RANDOLPH 
Barracks 
N.C.O. 
Off  i cers 
Hospital 

1,011,000  : 

! $700,000  ! 

• 540,000  . : 

.1,020,000  j 

! 150,000 

480.000 

• 

300.000 

180,950 

540,000 

1,250,000 

61,200 

600,000 

50 , 000 

' 

*- 

. 

SELFRIDGE 

N.C.O.  1 

Officers^  72,000 

Hospital ’ 

Sea' Wall! 

1 

i 

) 

i j 

J 

1 | 

50,000 

100,000 

250,000 

50 , 000 

465.000 

230.000 

150,000 

150,000 

i 

SCOTT 
Barracks 
N.C  .0. 

1 

! 

100,000 

. ___  ..  _ . ..J 

150,000 

. 

_ 

! 

! 

SHREVEPORT 

Barracks 
i'T.C.O. 
Office rs 

i i ] i 

1 . [ i ! 

j 1;  ! ! 

1 • : ! 

843 . 000 

646 . 000 

825.000 

When  appropriation  is  made  covering  all  of  the  amounts  enumerated  in  the 
above  tabulation,  funds  will  be  available  for  new  housing  projects  in  accordance 
with  requirements,  as  follows; 

Bolling  Field  - For  all  of  the  19  officers,  374  enlisted  men  and  30  out  of  40 
noncommissioned  officers. 

Chanute  Field  - For  5 out  of  66  officers  and  163  out  of  767  enlisted  men. 

Wheeler  Field  - For  all  but  7 officers  and  for  all  noncommissioned  officers  and 
enlisted  men. 

Langley  Field  - For  798  out  of  1330  enlisted  men;  178  out  of  253  noncommission- 
ed officers  and  82  out  of  207  officers. 

France  Field  - For  all  enlisted  men  and  for  approximately  half  the  number  of 
officers  and  noncommissioned  officers. 

Albrook  Field  - For  all  commissioned  and  enlis ted  personnel . 

post  Field  - For  13  out  of  27  officers. 

Maxwell  Field  - For  all  enlisted  men,  39  out  of  45  noncommissioned  officers 
and  23  out  of  81  officers. 

March  Field  - For  all  enlisted  men,  115  out  of  132  noncommissioned  officers 
and  87  out  of  128  officers. 
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Mitchel  Field.  - For  69  out  of  95  officers,  105  out  of  119  noncommissioned  offi- 
cers and  for  all  the  594  enlisted  men. 

Rockwell  Field  - For  36  out  of  88  officers,  43  out  of  103  noncommissioned  of- 
ficers and  300  out  of  548  enlisted  men. 

Randolph  Field  - For  246  out  of  260  officers,  214  out  of  248  noncommissioned 
officers  and  for  all  of  the  1269  enlisted  men. 

Selfridge  Field  - For  67  out  of  96  officers,  66  out  of  135  noncommissioned 
officers  and  for  all  of  685  enlisted  men. 

Scott  Field  - For  20  out  of  67  noncommissioned  officers  and  100  out  of  652 
enlisted  men. 

Shreveport,  La.  - For  34  out  of  195  officers,  84  out  of  222  noncommissioned 
officers  and  691  out  of  1120  enlisted  men. 

oOo 

BIBS  SUBMITTED  FOE.  CONSTRUCTION  UOEK  AT  ROCKWELL  FIELD 

Twelve  contractors  submitted  bids  on  the  construction  program  at  Rockwell 
Field  on  April  29th.  These  bids  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Quartermaster  General 
for  action.  Ear  racks , officers*  quarters  are  other  buildings  are  to  be  erected, 
$518,000  having  been  appropriated  for  the  work.  When  the  bids  are  sent  on  to 
Washington,  the  award  will  be  made  by  Maj or- General  Cheatham,  'Quartermaster 
General  of  the  Army.  Work  on  which  the  bids  were  submitted  include  a two-compan 
barracks,  13  noncommissioned  officers’  quarters  and  16  company  officers’  quar- 
ters. The  barracks  building  will  accommodate  300  men. 

Approximately  50  persons  were  present  when  the  bids  were  opened,  and  the 
bids  ranged  from  $407,000  to  $488,480.  Work  on  construction  will  probably  start 
June  1st,  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  tine  required  for  completion  of  construc- 
tion will  be  from  7 to  10  months. 

— — oOc 

ALLEGED  BOMB  FALLS  IN  INFANTRY  OFFICERS  BACK  YARD 

The  France  Field  Correspondent  reports  that  D-".  S.M.  Burka  (on  duty  at 
the  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field)  stirred  up  quite  a commotion  when  he  was 
there  recently  demonstrating  the  practicability  of  the  equipment  lately  devised 
for  night  photographic  work. 

The  first  night  Dr.  Burka  went  up  for  a.  test,  he  forgot  the  fact  that  the 
natives  down  in  Panama  had  never  witnessed  bombing  exercises,  etc.  and,  there- 
fore, did  not  advise  all  concerned  of  his  proposed  experiment.  The  result  was 
that  the  flash  bomb  scared  the  population  into  the  belief  that  some  unknown 
enemy  was  dropping  bombs.  In  fact,  one  Infantry  officer  called  and  said:  "This 

is  Lieut. of  the Infantry,  the  Officer  of  the  Day.  I wish  you  \70uld 

inform  those crazy  Air  Cores  pilots  to  be  more  careful  in  the  future  when 

hauling  bombs  around,  as  one  of  them  dropped  a bomb  in  Captain  back  yard. 

as  he  passed  over  a few  minutes  ago.  Fortunately  no  serious  damage  was  done, 
but  the  results  could  have  been  serious." 

About  that  time  the  tie  lines  into  the  France  Field  telephone  switchboard 
began  to  hum  and,  before  the  excitement  was  over,  everyone  from  the  Commanding 
General,  the  Governor  of  the  Canal,  down  to  the  cops  walking  their  beats  in 
Balboa,  had  called  and  advised  the  field  that  the  Air  Corps  was  maliciously 
bombing  the  poor  defenseless  population. 

Regardless  of  the  fact  that  Dr.  Burka  .s-gared  the  populace,  his  experiment 
was  considered  successful,  although  a few  mechanical  failures  in  the  equipment 
were  experienced. 

oOo- — 

CEISSY  FIELD  PILOTS  ENCOURAGE  MARKING  OF  BUILDINGS 

The  pilots  of  Crissy  Field,  Presisio  of  San  Francisco,  Calif. ,havo  been 
actively  engaged  in  pushing  along  the  idea  of  the  marking  of  buildings  in  small 
towns  along  the  airways.  The  Standard  Oil  Co.  of  California  has  aided  greatly 
in  this  work  by  plainly  marking  all  their  sub-stations  in  the  towns  they  serve 
on  the  Nest  Coast.  All  pilots  of  the  field  are  instructed  to  aid  civil  authori- 
ties in  every  way  possible  regarding  matters  relative  to  civil  aviation.  This 
is  a pleasant  duty  and  allows  the  pilots  to  make  many  interesting  acquaintances 
which  would  not  otherwise  be  oossible. 
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DA m TO  DUSK  FLIGHT  BY  TWO  ROCKWELL  -FIELD  PILOTS 

A da wn  to  dusk  Border  to  Border  flight  was'  rna.de  on  April  11th  By  Captain 
H.  M.  Elmendorf  and  Lieut.  J.G.  Hopkins,  flying  two  Boeing  P-13  airplanes.  The 
two  pilots  took  off  from  the  Sand  Point  Airdrome  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  at  5:10  a.m. 
and  landed  at  Rockivell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.,  at  5:10  p.m.  The  P-12’s  are  the 
first  of  eight  to  Be  received  By  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron. 

Adverse  weather  was  encountered  at  several  points  enroute  south.  But  no 
mechanical  trouble  of  any  kind  developed.  The  flight  .vas  a very 'successful  test 
of  the  new  planes,  and  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  pilots  are  very  enthusiastic 
in  their  praise  of  the  tiny  pursuit  jobs. 

oOo 

PHOTOGRAPHIC  PROJECTS  BY  TEE  15th  PHOTO  SECTION 

The  15th  Photo  Section,  stationed  at  Orissy  Field,  Presidio  of  San  Franc.iscc 
Calif.,  accomplished  several  Bits  of  good  work  in  the  last  six  months.  Last  Fall 
Lieut.  BoBzien  photographed  Yosemite  park  and  Tuolumne  Meadows  for  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey.  A new  Hugerschoff  camera  was  used  in  this  work.  Lieu' 
BoBzien  also  photographed  several  proposed  airdrome  sites  which  have  lately  been 
offered  the  Government. 

In  July  Lieut.  BoBzien  is  expected  to  leave  for  the  Mt . Olympus  region  of 
the  State  of  Washington.  He  will  establish  his  base  there  while  shooting  seek 
tions  for  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey.  Upon  the  completion  of  this  work  he  will 
move  to  a base  in  Idaho  and  photograph  the  Newsome  Quadrangle  for  the  above 
Government  Bureau. 

oOo 

EXCELLENT  SHOOTING  BY  FRANCE  FIELD  PILOTS 

The  Sixth  Composite  Group  recently  completed  its  gunnery  and  Bombing  for 
this  target  year  with- the  highest  percentage  of  experts  ever  attained  at  France 
Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone. 

Bombers  of  the  25th  Bombardment  Squadron,  firing  the  Bombardment  Course, 
qualified  as  experts  100$. 

Aerial  gunners  of  the  24th  pursuit  Squadron,  firing  the  Pursuit  Course, 
qualified  - 83.3$  as  Experts  and  13.5$  as  Sharpshooters. 

Members  of  the  7th  Observation  Squadron,  firing  the  pilot’s  Course,  quali- 
fied - 73$  as  Everts  and  27$  as  Sharpshooters.  In  the  Observers’  Course,  50/c 
qualified  as  Experts  and  50$  as  Sharpshooters . 

In  connection  with  the  Observers’  Course,  this  is  the  first  year  where  more 
than  one  or  two  officers  have  qualified,  and  this  is  the  first  time  any  have  at- 
tained a qualification  of  Sharpshooter  or  above. 

The  two  high  Bombers  were  Captain  A.E.  Jones  and  1st  Lieut.  Charles  H. 

Howard,  with  a score  of  1537. 

The  highest  mark  By  a Pursuit  pilot  (1082.5)  was  made  By  1st  Lieut.  Charles 
G.  Pearcy. 

The  highest  score  for  an  Observation  Team  was  301,  and  this  was  attained 
by  1st  Lieut.  Orin  J.  Bus hey  and  2nd  Lieut.  John  N.  Jones. 

The  Department  Commander’s  Trophy  was  awarded  in  each  case  to  the  officers 
who  attained  the  highest  score. 

oOo 

- 

PILOT  BEFOGGED  AFTER  MAKING  LANDING 

Lost  on  Rockwell  Field’  Such  was  the  plight  of  Lieut.  S.L.  Meadow  of  the 
95th  Pursuit  Squadron.  And  for  nearly  45  minutes  Both  pilot  and  plane  were  shut 
off  from  the-  rest  of  the  world  By  a thick  Blanket  of  fog  which  enveloped  tne 
plane  immediately  after  landing.  Lieut.  Meadow  endeavored  to  taxi  to  the  line 
by  watching  his  compass,  But  failed  to  allow  for  declination  and  landed  up  on 
the  edge  of  Whalers  Bight,  at  the  southwest  -corner  of  the  field. 

After  climbing  out  of  his  ship  and  performing  a distance  reconnaissance 
mission  on  foot,  he  again  attempted  to  taxi  to  the  hangar  line.  This  time  he 
succeeded  in  reaching  a Navy  outpost  on  the  northwest  shore  line.  The  fog  was  j 
low,  extending  upward  not  more  than  15  feet  above  the  ground,  so  Lieuo.  Meadow 
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stood,  on  top  of  the  upper  wing  of  his  plane  and  tried  to  get  his  bearirgs.  He 
was  not  quite  tall  enough  to  look  over  the  thick  fog  hank,  so  he  finally  settled 
down  to  wait  for  it  to  lift,  or  for  someone  to  rescue  him.  In  the  meanwhile, 
the  other  pilots  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  stood  on  line  listening  to  the 
sound  of  the  D-12  as  Lieut.  Meadow  cruised  around  in  the  fog  completely  lost. 

His ''res  cue"  was  finally  effected  Ly  several  mechanics,  after  the  vapor  thinned 
out  a hit. 

0O0 • 

CAPTAIN  EAKER  PLOSIVES  A DECORATION 

, ••  - ‘ • ' • ‘ •.  i- 

Having  delivered  to  the  Boeing  factory  at  Seattle,  Wash. , the  pursuit  plane 
which  he  used  in  his  attempted  "Dawn  to  Dusk"  flight  to  Panama,  Captain  Ira  C. 
Baker,  Air  Corps,  returned  to  Bolling  Pield.  On  April  6th  the  troops  turned  out 
for  him  in  a review,  on  which  occasion  Major  Howard  C.  Davidson,  Commanding  Offi- 
cer of  the  Post,  presented  him  with  the  Oak  Leaf  cluster  for  the  Distinguished 
Flying  Cross.  At  the  time  of  writing  Captain  Eaker  is  on  loave  of  absence. 

— — 0O0 — •- 

CRISSY  FIELD  ACTIVITIES 

A hit  of  work  which  was  enthusiastically  carried  out  last  Fall  hy  Air  Corps 
personnel  at  Crissy  Field,,  presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  was  the  checking 
of  the  coast  strip  maps.  As  a result  of  this  work  the  new  strip  will  now  he 
correct  in  all  features,  especially  regarding  the  location  of  beacons  and  landing 
fields.  So  many  new  airdromes  have  been  established  within  the  pact  year  or  so 
that  the  old  maps  were  quite  obsolete. 

Several  new  beacons  were  erected  recently  in  the  Bay  Region,  the  two  impor- 
tant ones  being  the  San  Jose  beacon  at  the  San  Jose  Airport  and  the  lighting  of 
the  pillars  on  the  new  San  Francisco  Bay  Bridge  which  crosses  the  Bay  at  San 
Yiatco.  While  on  the  subject  of  beacons,  it  might  be  stated  that  the  S.O. Diablo 
Beacon  is  the  greatest  aid  to  night  flying  which  has  been  given  the  Bay  region 
in  many  a moon.  It  tends  to  instill  in  the  night  flyer  the  same  feeling  that 
is  experienced  upon  seeing  a light  in  the  home  window  after  dark. 

Three  night  flights  of  interest  were  made  by  Crissy  Field  pilots  on  March 
3rd  last.  The  telephoto  pictures  of  the  pre-inaugural  parade  were  received  at 
Crissy  Field  at  11:10  p.m.  , and  rushed  by  three  planes  from  Crissy  to  various 
members  of  the  Associated  Press,  from  Sacramento,  Calif.,  south  to  Fresno.  Lots 
of  fun  and  good  training,  this  sort  of  work  breaks  the  monotony  of  routine 
night  flying,  such  as  artillery  contacts  end  the  like.  All  planes  were  safely 
back  in  the  hangars  by  1:00  a.m. , and  the  papers  on  the  morning  of  the  4th 
carried  the  pictures  as  front  page  stuff. 

oOo 

AIR  CORPS  PILOTS  SEARCH  FOR  LOST  AMPHIBIAN 

Bolling  Field  received  orders  on  March  25th  to  search  for  a Sikorsky 
Amphibian  which  had  departed  from  Norfolk,  Va. , on  March  22nd  at  6:00  a.m.  and 
failed  to  arrive  at  Curtiss  Field.  Bolling  Field  was  made  the  control  center 
for  the  different  posts  designated  by  the  Chief’s  office  to  assist  in  the  search. 
The  amphibian  was .piloted  by  Harry  Smith  and  had  three  passengers  and  a mechanic. 

Mitchel  Field  sent  out  two  ships  as  far  as  Cape  Henry.  Langley  Field  dis- 
patched four  ships  and  an  airship  along  the  coast  to  Ocean  City,  and  Bolling 
Field  sent  two  ships  to  search  the  area  of  Chesaneake  Bay  to  the  Atlantic.  Major 
Howard  C.  Davidson  and  Lieut.  LtM.  Merrick  in  a PW-9  covered  this  area  very 
thoroughly  without  any  signs  of  the  missing  plane.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day,  Lieut.  Stranathan  in  an  02-H  and  Lieut.  Merrick  in  an  amphibian  conducted 
the  search  along  the  Atlantic  coast.  To  date  no  word  has  been  received  of  the 
lost  amphibian. 

. — —oOo — 

The  Crissy  Field  Correspondent  states  that  among  the  many  contraptions  and 
contrivances  which  are  being  constantly  received  at  ■that  field  for  the  better- 
ment of  airplanes  there  are  two  which  are  worthy  of  note.  The  first  is  a light 
equipped  with  a Stone  lens  to  use  in  lighting  fog  covered  areas.  It  has  promise. 
The  second  is  an  electric  oil  heater  for  crankcase  installation,  the  advantage 
of  which  can  well  be  appreciated,  and  needs  no  explanation. 
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AIDING  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OE  COMMERCIAL  AIRPORTS 

Carrying  out  the.  program  outlined  "by  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  in  which 
Air  Corps  units  are  instructed  to  aid  in  the  establishment  of  civil  airports  and 
landing  fields,  Crissy  Field  has  in  the  last  six  months  attended  airport  dedica- 
tions at  Salinas,  Santa  Maria,  Tracy,  Mines  Field  (Los  Angeles),  and  Delano, 
Calif.  , and  Nevada. 

Several  more  dedications  are  scheduled  for  the  near  future,  one  of  them  at 
Redding,  Calif.,  which  is  to  take  the  name  of  Benton  Field,  in  memory  of  1st 
Lieut.  John  Benton,  formerly  of  the  91st  Squadron,  who  was  killed  in  a collision 
at  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  while  on  the  Pan-American  Flight.  In  addition  to 
naming  the  field  after  Lieut.  Benton,  a memorial  to  him  is  to  "be  unveiled  at  the 
dedication  ceremonies.  This  memorial  was  erected  Ly  his  fellow  citizens  of 
Redding . 

The  News  Letter  Correspondent  states  that  this  sort  of  work  constitutes  one 
of  the  many  pleasant  duties  which  the  Crissy  Field  personnel  engage  in  and  he 
expresses  the  hope  that  the  stock  of  airport  openings003  not  run  out. 

0O0-— 

DEATH  OF  LIEUT.  KEEFER 

Second  Lieut.  Howard .1/7 . Keefer,  Air  Reserve,  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Air 
Co  rips  , while  testing  a PW-9D  airplane  on  April  21st  last,  collided  with  a- 
Maddux  tri-mo to red  passenger  monoplane.  This  accident  over  the  outskirts  of 
San  Diego  occurred  at  an  altitude  of  about  1800  or  2,000  feet.  Lieut.  Keefer 
was  instantly  killed  when  his  ship  fell  out  of  control  and  crashed  into  a 
canyon.  The  Maddux  plane,  -according  to  witnesses,  fell  to  the  ground,  bottom 
side  up.  Both  pilots  and  one  passenger  were  dead  when  reached  by  rescue 
parties.  The  remaining  two  passengers  we  re  dead  before  the  ambulance  reached 
the  hospital. 

Lieut.  Keefer  learned  to  fly  while  he  was  employed  at  the  Rockwell  Air 
Depot.  He  applied  for  a Reserve  commission  and  one  year's  active  duty  and  had 
completed  nearly  ten  months  of  this  duty  when  the  fatal  crash  occurred.  He  was 
Assistant  Engineering  Officer  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  and  when  the  accide  ,t 
was  engaged  in  a routine  test  flight  in  a ship  which  had  just  had  a new  engine 
installed.  He  is  survived  byline. w'idow  and  his  mother. 

oOo 

AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS  ATTEND  YACHTING  PARTY 

Lieuts.  Givens,  Ashley  and  Fisher,  as  pilots,  with  Captains  peters,  Hobbs 
and  Cowan,  passengers,  in  three  PT-3's,  loft  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  on 
Saturday,  April  13th,  for  Santa  Maria,  Calif.,  to  spend'  the  week-end  as  guests 
of  Mr.  Hancock,  financier  and  sportsman,  and  Dr.  Cinch.  Mr.  Hancock,  by  the 
way,  is  the  man  who  financed  the  "Southern  Cross"  on  its  flight  to  Australia. 
Recently  he  endowed  an  aeronautical  college  at  Santa  Maria  which  will  duplicate 
the  training -given  by  the  Army  Air  Corps. 

On  the  flight  over,  adverse  winds  were  encountered -.and  the  flight  was  forced 
to  stop  at  Santa  Barbara  to  refuel.  On  landing  at  the  field,  Lieut.  Givens 
brought  down  a sea.  gull , and  this  victory  was  confirmed  by  the  rest  of  the 
flight.  No  damage  occurred  tc  the  plane,  as  the  sea  gull  hit  the  undercarriage. 

Upon  arriving  at  Santa  Maria,  the  flight  was  met  by  Mr.  Hancock  and  his 
friends  and  greeted  in  due  and  ancient  form.  They  were  then  taken  to  town, where 
an  excellent  luncheon  was  served.  After  the  luncheon  the  party  repaired  to  Mr. 
Hancock's  private  theatre  and  radio  broadcasting  station,  and  there  a film  was 
shown  portraying  the  flight  of  the  "Southern  Cross."  After  this'  the  party  wa s 
taken  out  to  Mr.  Hancock's  farm  upon  a tour  of  inspection.  They  then  went  back 
to  the  flying  field  to  inspect  the  aeronautical  college.  From  there  they  went 
to  the  Santa  Maria  Club  where  a barbecue  was  given  in  their  honor.  This  was 
followed  by  a dance  fostered  by  one  of  the  ladies'  bridge  clubs  of  Santa  Maria. 

The  next  morning,  after  a delightful  breakfast  at  the  Santa  Maria  Inn,  the 
party  was  driven  to  Pismo,  where  they  boarded  Mr.  Hancock's  yacht  and  were  taken 
for  a few  hours'  cruise.  Luncheon  was  served  to  the  tune  of  a radio  program 
coming  from  Mr.  Hancock's  broadcasting  station  at  Santa  Maria.  The  party  then 
left  the  yacht  in  time  to  fly  bade  to  March  Field  before  dark. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC  OFFICER  .TURNS  LANDSCAPE  AFT  I ST 

Fov:  of  the  numerous  people  ,:,ho  inhabit  March  Field  for  duty  and  rest  cure 
realize  and  appreciate  the  enormous  amount  of  very  fine  work  as  a lands  cape 
artist  - which ' Lieut . Donald  G.  Stitt,  Air  Corps,  accomplished  since  first 'coming 
to  that  station  two  years  ago. 

Lieut.  Stitt,  who  has  taken  a great  interest  in  the  nursery  business,  and 
looking  forward  to  the  needfe  of  having  appropriate  shrubbery  around  the  barren 
wastes  of  d/Iarch  Field  where  the  new  construction  has  grownup,  diligently  set 
about  to  beg,  borrow  and  steal  all  shrubbery  from  the  surrounding  country  which 
was  not  set  out  in  concrete.  The  neighboring  cemeteries  suffered  the  most 
severe  losses  in  the  matter  of  shrubbery.  Plants  loaned  the  County  Fair  have 
also  mysteriously  disappeared  and  later  turned  up  at  March  Field. 

His  ability  as  a high  financier  being  on  a par  with  his  ability  as  a nur- 
seryman, Lieut.  'Stitt  has  also  bid  in  on  several  fire  sales  and  come  out  so 
successful  each  time  that  people  are  beginning  to  doubt  his  religion.  His 
latest  coup  was  in  obtaining  $1,000  worth  of  shrubbery  for  about  $110.  Knowing 
full  well  that  there  would  be  any  number  of  bids  of  $100  and  $105,  he  went  them 
one  better  and  brought  out  the  sale,  not  knowing  where  the  money  was  coming  from 
to  make  good  his  bid.  It  is  presumed  that  the  Construction  Quartermaster  had 
to  order  $110  more  worth  of  nails  to  complete-  the  construction  of  the  officers' 
quarters . 

Lieut.  Stitt  now  has  a nursery  at  March  Field  which  is  on  a par  with  any 
nursery  in  California,  and  as  fast  as  grading  is  completed  around  the  new  March 
Field  he  and  his  faithful  gang  will  start  planting  shrubbery. 

March  Field,  present  and  future,  owes  a heavy  debt  of  gratitude  to  Lieut. 
Stitt  for  making  the  desert  wastes  of  this  place  into  a garden  spot  that  will 
not  - be  equalled  in  the  Army. 

- — oOo 

FLIGHT  SURGEON  VERSUS  CHI HAMAH 

Captain  Andy  Smith,  Flight  Surgeon  at  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  after 
leaving  the  Victoria  Golf  Club  in  a Ford  Coupe  was  run  into,  by  a Chinaman  driv- 
ing a Hash  Coupe.  ' 

Result:  Andy,  whose  vitality  was  low  as  a result  of  losing  a strenuous  golf 
game,  suffered  a fracture  of  a lower  left  longeron  just  above  the  landing  gear, 
a fractured  left  flipper,  just  above  the  receptacle  for  holding  a cocktail 
shaker,  with  numerous  abrasions  about  his  intake  manifold.  Having  first- hand 
information  on  what  to  expect  in  lp.ne  of  treatment  at  the  Post  Hospital,  he  was 
immediately  rushed  to  the  Community  Hospital  at  Riverside. 

Andy's  Ford  executed  a fiat  spin  and  lost  both, rear  wheels. 

Result  to  Chinaman:  In  jail.  Hash  coupe,  washout,  and  God  help  the 
Chinaman  if  Andy  ever  gets  his  hands  on  him. 

— ‘-oOo 

PROMO TI OH  OF  LIEUT.  PATRICK 

"It's  Captain  John  B.  Patrick  now,"  remarks  the  March  Field  Correspondent, 
and  he  then  goes  on  to  say:  "The  popular  commanding  officer  of  the  Headquarters 
Squadron  at  March  Field  has  been  receiving  the  congratulations  of  his  fellow  of- 
ficers as  his  promotion  from  first  lieutenancy  was  made  public.  Capt . Patrick 
has  been  closely  associated  with  March  Field,  being  one  'of.  the  first  officers  to 
be  transferred  here  at  the  field's  opening  two  years  ago;  He  was  transferred 
from  Kelly  Field,  where  he  served  in  the  important  post  of  Adjutant  during  1926- 
1927.  He  came  here  with  the  70th  Service  Squadron  and  subsequently  was  moved  to 
command  the  Headquarters  Squadron. 

This  officer  has  been  with  the  Army  since  November  27,  1917,  when  he  was 
commissioned  1st  Lieut,  in  the  Reserve  Corps.  He  was’  assigned  to  active  duty  on 
the  same  day  he  was  awarded  his  .Reserve  commission,  and  served  in  this  rank  until 
1920,  when  he  \vas  given  a commission  as  1st  Lieut,  in.  the  Regular  Army. 

One  o-f  his  first  assignments  in  the  Air  Corps-  took  him  -to  the  Philippines'. 
Returning  from  there  in  1921,  he  served  at  a number  of  fields.  He  was  loca'ted 
for  a time  at  Crissy  Field,  then  at  Fort  Bragg,  N.C.  , from  which  place  he  was 
shifted  to  Kelly  Field.  Captain  Patrick  is  39  years  old  and  was  born  in  South 
Carolina.  , - -•  1 1 • " ■ 
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THE  BOEDER  PATROL  AT  POET  HUACHUCA,  ARIZONA. 

By  Lieiit.v  ,W‘.  C.  Farnum,  A.C, 

- Here  we  are  in  the  field  on-  Border  patrol,  and. you.  may  he  interested  in 
our  situation,  activities  and  the  why  and  wherefore  of  our  Being  here. 

There  is  here  a detachment  of  the  12th  Observation  Squadron  of  Dodd  Field, 
Port . Sam  Houston,  Texas  (part  of  .the  2nd  Division  Aviation),  and  a detachment 
of  the  90th  Attack  Squadron  of  the  Attack  Group  at  Port  Crockett.  The  situa- 
tion along  the  Border  Became  so  exasperating  to  the  Border  people  and  finally 
dangerous,  due  to  BomBs  dropping  on  the  American  side , that  the  Commanding  Gen- 
eral of  the  8th  Corps  Area  ordered  us  out  here  to  stop  it.  Both  the  2nd  Divi- 
sion Aviation  and  Attack  Group  have  anticipated  some  such  move , so  our  orders 
were  not  out  of  a clear  sky. 

On  Saturday  morning  just  Before  noon,  April  6th,  verbal  orders  were  issued 
for  12  ships  of  the  Attack  Group  (12  officers  and  12  men)  and  for  six  ships  of 
the  .2nd  Division  Aviation  (&  officers  and  4 men)  to  proceed  at  once  to  Port 
Eiadhuc a . 'These  ships  left  within  an  hour  and  spent  Saturday  night  at  Port 
Bliss,  arriving  at  Euachuca  at  noon  Sunday.  Orders  were  also  issued  for  four 
officers  and  20  men  of  the  2nd  Division  Aviation  and  six  Air  Corps  officers,  one 
Plight  Surgeon  and  44  men  of  the  Attack  Group  to  proceed  at  once  By  rail.  The 
Bodd  Field  detachment  entrained  at  4:00  P .M. , Saturday  and  arrived  at  Fort  Hua- 
chuca  Sunday  at  6:00  P.M.  The  Attack  Group  detachment  arrived  at  Fort  Haachuca 
on  Monday  at  6:00  P.M. 

The  flight  of  six  Observation  planes  was  commanded  By  Major  Eugene  A. 
Lohman,A.C.,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  2nd  Division  Aviation,  and  included  Cap- 
tain W.B.  Maye'r,  2nd  Lieut s.  J.F.  Haney,  J.A.  Berry,  W.D.  Hening,  G.H.  pfeuffer, 
E.H.  Rice  and  LeRoy  Hudson.  The  detachment  was  commanded  By  1st  Lieut.  W.C. 
Farnum,  and  included  1st  Lieut.  E.A.E. Pratt,  2nd  Lieuts.  P.A.  pillet  and  M.H. 
Anderson . 

The  flight  of  12  Attack  planes  was  commanded  By  Capt . H.R.  Heisen  and  in- 
cluded 2nd  Lieuts.  G.H.  Mecnair,  E ,p . Rose,  J.G.  Moore,  R.  HeBer,  O.C.  George, 
P.M,.  Zeigler,  R .D . Johnston,  W.S.  Le<o,  T.L.  Moseley  and  J.H.  Williamson.  The 
detachme'nt  was  commanded  By  2nd  Lieut.  J.T.  Flock,  included  Capt.  C.E.Brenn, 
Plight  Surgeon  and  2nd  Lieuts.  W.W.  Gross,  C.K.  Roath,  W.D.  Lee,  T.H.E.  Hertz- 
Berg  and  W.H.  Maverick.  • 

The  Air  Corps  troops  here  in  the  field  are  commanded  By  Ma j • Lohman,  with 
Capt.  Mayer  in  charge  .of  the  Observation  and  Capt.  Heisen  in  charge  of  the 
Attack.  We  are  quartered  in  a national  Guard  cantonment.  Our  airdrome  is  about 
four  miles  from 'camp,  and  the  airdrome  and  our  camp  are  each  about  ten  miles 
from  Port  Haachuca.  This  is  "great  open  spaces"  for  some.  We  are  up  in  the 
hills,  5,000  feet  above'  sea  level.  The  nearest  town  of  any  size  is  Douglas,  and 
it  is  about  75  miles  By  road.  The  air  is  clear  and  Bracing.  How  Bracing  it  was 
may  Be  surmised  from  the  fact  that  in  the  first  few  days  we  nearly  froze.  The 
wind  Blew  a.  gale,  and  all  of  us  from  Texas  were  not  used  to  the  cold. 

A word  about  the  situation  here.  Raco,  a Border  town,  half  in  Mexico  ane 
half  in  the  United  States,  is  one-  of  the  last  towns  in  the  State  of  Sonora  still 
held  hy  the  Fcderals.  The  Rebels  control  Sonora,  But  are  Being  pushed  By  Calles 
from  Chihuahua  and  need  Race  to  complete  -their  holding.  They  have  attacked  it 
several  times.  Each  time  Bullets  have  come  on  our  side  and  each  time  Both  sides 
have  Been  warned.  General  Lassiter,  Commanding  General  of  the  8th  Porps  Area, 
sent  General  Cocheu  to  take  charge  of  the  Border  situation  out  here.  : His  warn- 
ings passed  unheeded,  arid  finally  Rebel  airplanes  in  dropning  BomBs  let  seme 
light  in  American  Raco  . This  was  too  much,  so  we  were  sent  to  stop  it  . Cur 
ships  are  all  loaded  with  guns  and  ammunition,  and  we  test  the  guns  each  flight 
to' , see  that  they  are  ready.  ■ ... 

’ ‘ Our  first  job  here  was  to  stage  an  aerial  parade  along  the  Border.  Wc  axl 
(18  ships)  flew  in  column  (so  they  could  count  us)  down  over  Raco  to  Douglas, 
circled  it  and  then  flew  Back  to  Raco,  circled  it,  and  flew  to  Rogales  along  the 
harder.  After  circling  'the  latter  town  we  all  went  to  Tucson  and  landed.  Quite 
a delegation  came  out  to  see  the  ships,  and  we  made  quite  an  impression.  The 
next  day  our  patrols  started,  and  that  afternoon,  we  fell  flew  to  Douglas,  where 
we  landed  and  remained  two  hours  so  that  the  populace  could  look  us  over.  It 
was  also  a gesture  of  reassurance  to  the  Border  t>eopie . 

General  Cocheu  makes  his ‘headquarters, at  Camp  Harry  J.  Jones  -at  Douglas. 

The ‘Douglas  papers  spoke  well  of  us,  saying  that  it  was  so  different  from  mo;'st • 
exhibits  of  aircraft  where  the  rule  was  "Hands  Off".  'The  paper  said  that  all 
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the  officers  made  .a  fine,  impression.,  were  very  courteous,  and  pleasant  and  ap- 
peared anxious  to  explain  everything  about  the  planes.  . We  1.1 , good  for  that . We 
enjoyed  it  a hit,,  too.  It  was  interesting  to  see  all  the  people,  but  I can  tell 
you  we  were  glad  to  get  back  - quite  a strain  and  worry  that  someone  might  stick 
a foot  through  a ship.  But  no  accidents. 

Maj'.  Lohman  has  been  busy  in.  conference  with  the  General  and  other  author- 
ities. his  knowledge  of  the  border  and  his  ability  to  handle  the  Mexican  lingo 
has  made  his  services  invaluable  . He  reports  that  our  presence  is  most  gratify- 
ing to  all,  including  the  10th  Cavalry  and  the  25th  Infantry,  who  have  been  un- 
able to  cope  with  these  bombs  coming  down  on  them. 

Our  routine  is  as  follows;  A dawn  patrol  consisting  of  two  ships  leaves  the 
airdrome  at  dawn  and  flies  the  route  - Naco , Douglas,  San  Bernardino , Douglas, 
Naco,  Nogales,  Patagonia  and  back.  This  takes  from  two  to  two  and  one -half 
hours.  We  fly  the  border  about  two  miles  in  our  side  and,  watch,  f or  airplanes 
and  note  activity  on  the  ground . I was  on  this  morning's  dawn- patrol,  and  the 
following  describes  the  Naco  situation;  The  Fedora Is  have  intrenched  the  town. 
The  trenches  run  .from  the  border  south  and  .then  east  and  west  below  the  town 
and  up  to  the  border  on  the  other  side  ( a U shape)  . There  are  parapets,  barbed 
wire  and  'communicating  trenches.  Since  yesterday  they  have  started  a second 
line  of  trenches.  It  is  expected  there  will  be  a battle,  here  soon,  as  the  Reb- 
els are  about  12  miles  away  now.  I wish  I had  the  space  to  tell  you  the  amus- 
ing things  we  have  heard  about  their  fighting.  Maj.  Lohman  was  over  with  Gen- 
eral Cocheu  to  confer  with  the  Federal  commander  of  Naco  (General  Gonzales) 
yesterday.  He  saw  forty  Rebels  who  had  be*,  n captured . They  were  lined  up  in 
the  sq\tare  Ke  said  they  looked  well  equipped.  They  wear  the  same  uniform  as 
the  Federal  s except  for  a.  red  band  on  the  hat  and  cap. 

The  Rebel  Airplanes;  Reports  are  that  they  are  old  commercial  planes, 
mostly  with  180  Hissos  in  them.  They  have  a.  Lewis  gun  for  the  observer,  no 
port  guns.  The  observer  has  his  bombs  in  his  lap  and  to  fire  them  unscrews  a 
screw  and  throws  them  out  when  the  pilot  banks.  He  must  bring  back  to  the  Gen- 
eral (Topetc , the  Rebel  C.O.)  the  same  number  of  screws  as  he  takes  bombs,  or 
he  won't  get  paid.  Do  you  wonder  that  the  bombs  have  been  falling  on  our  side? 

I believe;  from  what  wC.  have  heard  and  seen,  that  they  do.  not  intentionally  drop 
them  over  here,  but  their  aim  is  very  poor  and  the  'wind  since  we  have  been  here 
has  blown  always  from  Mexico. 

I didn't  finish  telling  you  about  our  routine . We  have  a dusk  patrol  at 
3;00  P.M.,  also,  with  the  same  route,  and  two  ships  and  crews  remain  on  the 
alert  all  day.  This  is  run  by  roster,  so  it  is  not  too  onerous,  but  any  time 
there  is  activity  we  will  have  two  ships  in  the  air  from  dawn  to  dusk,  and  this 
will  keep  us  busy.  As  I am  writing,  there  is  reported  some  smoke  near  Naco  that 
may  be  a gas  attack,  and  two  snios  with  Maj.  Lohman  are  just  now  leaving  for 
there.  The  dusk  patrol  is  due  to  leave  in  a few  minutes. 

We  are  handicapped  by  lack  of  transportation,  but  it  is  on  the  way  and  we 
will  be  sitting  pretty  when  it  gets  here. 

oOo 

FAMOUS  ARCTIC  PILOT  ONCE  FLEW  AT  LANGLEY 
By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 

Some -of  the  older  personnel  of  Langley  Field  are  more  than  casually  inter- 
ested in  -the  recent  award  of  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross  to  Lieut.  Carl  B. 
Eielson,  famous  Arctic'  flyer,  because  he  did  a turn  of  active  duty  at  that 
Field  shortly  before  leaving  to  participate  in  Ms  hi  story -making  flights  in 
the  frozen  northland . 

Lieut.  Eielson,  in  fact,  ha.S  served  two  tours  of  active  duty  at  Langley 
Field.  As  a Reserve  Officer  he  came  to  Langley  first  in  August,  when  he  served 
a period  of  15  days1  active  duty.  On  his  second  assignment,  he  reported  for 
duty  August  1st,  192.7,  but  on  September  19th,  the  following  month,  he  asked 
to  be  relieved  for  the  purpose  of  returning  to  Alaska.  Nobody  knew  exactly  what 
he  was  going  to  do  up  in  the  Arctic  country  on  this  trip,  but  soon  he  startled 
the  world  when,  in  -company  with'  Sir  George  Hubert-  Wilkins,  he  flew  from  Point 
Barrow,  Alaska,  to  Spitsbergen,  a non-stop  flight  of  some  2,200  miles. 

It  was  for  this  "extraordinary  achievement"  that  Eielson  was  awarded  the 
Distinguished  Flying  Cross- under' 'the.  recently  issued  War  Department  General 
Order  No.  3r  1929. 
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When  Lieut  . Eielson  was.  at  Langley,  he  was  on  duty  with  the  Second  Bombard- 
ment Group , where  he  flew  the  "big  ships"  with  multiple  motors,  personnel  at 
the  Field  who  were  here  at  that  time  remember  well  the  skill  and  precision  with 
which  he  handled  the  controls  of  all  the  aircraft  which  he  flew..  "A  pilot  of 
superior  judgment  and  superior  technique",  remarked  Colonel  Culver,  the  local 
Commander,  who  knows  Eielson  and  his  work  quite  well. 

On  the  famous  flight  from  Alaska  to  Snitzbergen , Eielson  showed  his  skill 
and  common  sense  by  landing  at  the  edge  of  a heavy  storm  and  waiting  until  the 
weather  cleared  before  resuming  the  flight.  Fe  landed  on  the  snow  and  ice. 

This  famous  flight,  however,  was  not  the  first  of  Eielson' s Arctic  exploits. 
Two  years  before,  with  Captain  Sir  George  H.  Wilkins,  established  a preliminary 
base  at  Fairbanks,  Alaska,  and  a temporary  outpost  base  near  Point  Barrow  and 
flew  over  unexplored  areas  of  the  Arctic  Sea  in  an  endeavor  to  discover  land, 
which  he  and  Capt . Wilkins  were  of  the  belief  existed  in  that  oortion  of  the 
globe.  Tri -motored  Fokkers  were  used  in  this  work.  Great  areas  were  explored, 
and  during  the  flights  the  aviators  would  he  "lost"  for  days  at  a time.  Hard 
luck  and  had  weather  terminated  this  expedition  before  its  completion.  The 
machines  were  damaged  and  repairs  were  difficult  to  get  as  they  had  to  be  nulled 
over  snow  and  ice  on  sledges. 

This  nor  th-of -Alaska  exploring  was  sponsored  partly  by  the  North  American 
Newspaper  Alliance,  a syndicate,  and  one  of  the  officers,  at  present  on  duty 
at  Langley  Field  was  the  aviation  writer  for  the  syndicate  f Steffansson,  the 
famous  Arctic  explorer,  was  the  Arctic  writer  for  the.  syndicate.  The  Langley 
Field  aviator  remained  in  his  hotel  in  Washington  during  certain  hours  each 
night  to  receive  long  distance  calls  for  interview  from  the  New  York  office  of 
the  syndicate  and  in  addition,  he  wrote  a column  of  Arctic  aviation  material 
which  was  mailed  to  all  the  newspapers  in  the  syndicate.  Steffansson  operated 
his  Arctic  stories  from  his  Greenwich  Village  address,  in  New  York  City. 

After  the  return  of  Eielson  from  the  expedition  mentioned  above,  he  began 
the  search  for  an  airplane  which  could  he  landed  on  large  cakes  of  ice,  if  nec- 
essary, as  his  zeal  for  Arctic  exploring  was  far  from  quenched  by  the  estrlier 
misfortunes.  He  and  Wilkins  had  bigger  plans  this  time.  They  found  a.  machine 
to  their  liking  down  in  California-,  and  had  it  changed  somewhat  to  fit  their 
particular  needs.  Then  with  little  advance  notice,  they  set  up  shop  at  the 
northern  rim  of  Alaska  and  one  day  the  world  was  startled  by  their  spectacular 
flight  across  a vast  unexplored  region  of  the  polar  Sea. 

Many  other  Polar  flights  at  the  time  were  attracting  much  attention.  The 
North  Pole  had  been  flown  to  and  from  and  around,  but  the  world,  paused  and  ap- 
plauded the  exploit  of  Eielson  and  ?»i Ikins  in  their  little,  single  motored 
machine,  which  swept  the  Arctic  rim  north  of  America  and  added  a chapter  in  the 
knowledge  of  Polar  geography. 

The  citation  of  Eielson,  according  to  statements  of  Colonel  C.C.  Culver, 
is  one  of  the  most  meritorious  in  the  annals  of  flying.  This  opinion  is  general 
among  all  flying  officers,  and  the  wording  of  the  citation  only  hints  at  the 
hazards  which  every  man  who  wears  wings  upon  his  left  breast  knows  so  well. 
Section  IV  of  General  Order  No.  3,  printed  February  1,  1929,  hut  issued  to  the 
local  flying  fields  recently,  states: 

"By  direction  of  the  president,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Congress 
approved  July  2,  1926,  a distinguished  flying  cross  is  awarded  by  the  War  De- 
partment to  the  following  named  officer: 

'Carl  B.  Eielson,  First  Lieutenant  Air  Corps  Reserve,  United  States  Army. 

For  extraordinary  achievement  while  participating  in  an  aerial  flight.  Lieuten- 
ant Eielson,  as  pilot,  accompanied  Captain  George  H.  Wilkins  (an  English  subject) 
form  Point  Barrow,  Alaska,  to  Dead  Man's  Island,  Archipelago  of  Spitsbergen,  on 
April  15-16 , 1928,  without  stop,  a distance  of  more  than  2,200  miles.  The  sever- 
ity of. /the  weak  he,  r,  the  storm  area  through  which  they  passed,  with  no  hope  of 
outside  aid  ih  case  of ' a .forced  landing,  and  the  complete  success  of  the  enter- 
prise, distinguishes  this- as  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  aerial  accomplishments 
of  history  . Residence  at  enlistment , j'HattQ-n North  Dakota . 1 " 

, - ---pOo-—  h -;:  : 

"STEVE"  MUSTERED  OUT  OF  THE  SERVICE  . 

“Steve",  the  flying  goat  mascot  of  the  24d  Bombardment.  Squadron  at  Luke  ‘ . 

Field,  T.H.,  severed  his  connection  with  the  Air  Corns  by  request. 
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Readers  ©ih the  HEWS  'LETTER  will  recall  that  g.way  back  last  summer,  Steve 
was  rescued  at oti  a mountain  crag  by  hikers  and  later  brought  to  Luke  Field  by 
airplane  1 ^-'Hb^as Nurtured  and  cherished  by  the  boys  of  the  23d  until  he  outgrew 
the  gawky  .'Stage ; arid  became  a delight  to  all  lovers  of  rough  and  tumble  ©lay. 
Unfortunately,  however,  Arm,'/  life  was  his  undoing.  Association  with  a crowd  of 
men  who  ■ 'continually  -riagsed  him  r£  suited-., in  h-is  developing  an  oncry  disposition 
equal1  tp  that  of  any  "Top"  in  the  Army:;.©  y . 

Hot  only  did- his  disposition  militate  against  him  in  the  final  tests,  but 
his  appetite-  helped  to  damn  him1.1  -Trees,  shrubbery  and,  in  fact,  any  and  every- 
thing softer  than  tempered  steel  suffered  his,- ravages.  And  then  came  time  for 
the  annual  inspection.  The  Commanding  .Officer looking  over  the  field  and  its 
environs,  decided  that  steps  must  be  .taken  to  conserve  the  natural  resources. 

As' a result,  Steve  was  banished  from  Ford  Island  by  official  decree.  He  is  now 
headquartering  at  the  residence  of  Lieut.  Carl  B.,. McDaniel  in  pearl  City  and 
proving  to  be  an  ideal  playmate  for  young  "Mac".- 

---oQo 

- **  •’  ; . ■ . i " ■ 

■PLAY- TIMS  AT  FAIRFIELD  AIR  DEPOT 
• ' ' By' the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent 

'Thursday  evening”  is  a weekly  social,  event  at  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot. 

Then  the-  off ife-rs 1 • families  assemble:. at  the  "Gym"  and  play  awhile.  There  the 
talents  of  the  post  are  expended  in  volley  ball  and  bowling.  We  begin  to  arrive 
at  7:00  o’clock,  and  the  early  arrivals  get  warmed  up  by  a game  or  two  of  ten 
pins,  and  graciously  meet  the  late  coiners  with:  "I  just  made  a spare",  or,  "I 
.just  made  a strike,.  I c exit  a inly  am  improving  my  game".  Then  the  party  splits 
up;  some  to  play  volley  ball;  others  to  continue  to  bowl;  and  some  (bless  their 
hearts)  to  participate -in- both  games.-  Do  the  ladies  play  volley  ball?  I’ll 
say  .they  do.  -Wash-’  t -Lt . 0 1 Coundr -designated  as  instructor  to  their  ladyships, 
arid  didn'i  lie  turn  -but  team's?  It  is  now  every  lady  for  herself. 

The  games  are  on. 

Bowling  seems  to  .be:  the  best,  .-game  as  far  as  technique  is  concerned;  but  as 
for  fun  we  invite  you 'to  'jdin  in  ;the  volley  ball  game.  There*  s excitement  for 
you.  In  bowling  we"  ail  have' our  little  idiosyncrasies,  of  technique.  We  actual- 
ly strive  to  make  - a'  strike  everytiine  by  carefully  raising  the  ball  in  air,  tak- 
ing a stance  (golf  players  will  please  pass  this  up),  aiming  the  ball  a little 
to  the  left  of  the  center  of  pin  Hd  • 1,  and  then  let  'er  go.  If  it  is  Lt  . 

Savage  at  the  bat  (here  I go  again)  and  he  knocks,  down  9 pins,  he  looks  a little 
abashed,  and  says,  "I  should  have , gotten  a strike  out  of  that".  We  agree,  be- 
cause he  is  really  our : best  bowler'.  Then  he  tries  for  the  odd  pin  and  knocks 
it  over  without  even  taking  the.  trouble  to  a.im  at  it.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
the  batter  (this'  technique  is.  terrible)  happens  to  be  the  present  writer,  he 
feels  lucky  if  his  ball  .doesn't  jump  clean  out  of  the  alley  and  knock  over  a 
few  volley  ball  pl-ayCf -s but  smiles  jubilantly  when  he  notices  that  he  has  kill- 
ed eight  pins.  But  joy'- is  ' turned . to  chagrin  when  the  experts  sing  out:  "Sayl 
vou  got  a split;  too  bad*"'  But  even  we  sometimes  make  a.  strike,  — the  laws 
of  chance  do  help  out. 

In  the  meantime  the  volley  ball  game  seems  to  be  far  more  important,  and 
much  more  fun.  How, " there  ’ i s a game  as  played  here  by  both- sex  nights  which 
would  make  the  heart  of  Walter  Camr)  stand  still.  The  women  are  in  it,  and  for 
the  moment,  not  a sound..  Mrs.  Kessler  has  the  ball,  and  gets  her  serve  over 
the  net  (as'-'  she  ■'  usually  does)  and  Mrs.  Stace  returns  it  --  just  over  the  net. 
There  Is' a- tense ^moffiept;  as.  the  bell,  undecided  what  to  do,  finally  falls  on 
Mrs.  Kessler's  side.  We  cut  loose,.- — screams,  yells,  orders  come  in  rapid 
susce  s sion, - except  the  - screams-,  and  they  rather  overlap  like  pleats  (pardon  the 
simile) . The  ball  is  passed  from  side  to  side  with  more  screaming,  until  fin- 
ally it  'touches  the  floor  arid  some  .one  who  knows  calls  out;  "Point",  whereupon 
Mrs'.  Redman.1'  take.s-  the  .ball-,  and.,  all  at  once,  at  the  top  of  all  our  lungs: 

"It ' s Pollyd's  serve"  . . (fy  this  time,  we  are  calling  each  other  by  our  given 
names)'  Do  Polly-  serves' again?,,  a good  hot.  one  right  down  the  side  lines  to  Lt . 
AspV'who,  -good' player:- as  he  is-,  misses  it,,,  in  spite  of  the  cries  of  the  ladies 
to"  "get  it",  "get  it-1':.-  Then- you  should-  see,  dear  reader,  the  looks  these  ladies 
thtow  at  him.  ' But:' we : have  no.t,  time,  enough  to  describe  them,  as  we  hear  thru 
the  din  our  name,  and:  "Time  to  bowl  .again",  and  some  one  says  ■'under  his  breath: 
"Why  don't  you' play  one  /'game  pr  t-.be.  ,;o  ther  and  stick  around?"  To  which  we'  reply, 
also  under  our'  breath, . — - butiion  sec-qnd.  thought  we  won't  print  that.  So  we  go 
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over  and.  make  two  .strikes  in  succession  and.  'accept  with  easy  indif f'erbnce  the 
congratulations  of  all. 

It  is  a merry  party,  as  we  said,  above,  some  bowling  arid,  some  volley  balling 
and.  some  of  us  just  drop  in  to  see  the  games,  gossip,  eat  candy,  chew  gum  and 
drink  soda  pop.  ' , ’ ; _ 

Oh,  yes,  we  nearly  forgot  the  scores.  The  volley  ball  scores  are  not  im- 
portant. Nobody  knows  them  anyway,  except  to  say  who  is  the  best  player  with  a 
beaming  look  at  Lt . O’Connor;  and  who  is  the  worst  with  a look  (without  the 
beams)  at  us.  But  the  bowling  scores  are  really  very  good.  W.O.  Brewer  has  the 
high  average  of  175,  followed  by  Lt  . Savage  with  166.  Capt . Laughlin  used  to 
be  near  the  top  of  the  list,  but  lately  his  average  has  drooped  to  151.  The 
best  game  was  bowled  by  Lt  . Savage,  258,  which  we  are  all  going  to  beat  some 
day.  Mrs.  Van  pelt  is  high  for  ladies,  139.  Mrs.  Redman  is  high  among  the 
officers’  wives  with  118,  but  she  bowled  the  highest  single  game  of  192. 

While  we  have  been  looking  at  the  scoreboard,  the  game  was  going  on,  and 
excitement  almost  as  intense  as  the  volley  ball  game  is  evident.  There  is  no 
screaming,  however;  but  everybody  is  watching  Capt.  Healy,  whose  big  black  sill 
goes  unerringly  down  the  alley,  hits  the  center  pin  just  right,  and  he  makes  a 
200  score . Then  there  are  congratulations  and  handshakings  all  around,  and 
everyone  saying,  "The ’Doc’  is  getting  good".  So  the  ’Doc’  orders  coke  all 
around,  and  then  we  all  go  home  vowing  to  come  to  the  Gym  next  Thursday,  and 
watch  the  Doc  get  another  200  score,  and  bar  those  ladies  play  volley  ball  at 
the  Fairfield  Air  Depot  Post  Gymnasium. 

oOo 

PREPARATIONS  FOR  MACHINE  GUN  AND  BOMBING  MATCHES 


Advance  preparations  are  being  made  for  the  forthcoming  Machine  Gun  and 
Bombing  Maneuvers  at  Langley  Field  which  will  be  held  in  June.  . 


Following  is  a partial  line  up  of 
in  the  matches: 

Exe  cut i ve 
Adjutant 

Operations  Officer- 
Assistant  Operations  Officer 
Assistant  Operations  Officer 
Range 'Officer 
Assistant  Range  Officer 
Officer  in  charge  Bombing  Range 
O.I.C.  Attack  Bombing  Range 
O.I.C.  Machine  Gun  Range 
O.I.C.  Tow  Target  Range 
Engineering  Officer 
. Supply  Officer 
, Statistical  Officer 
Communications  Officer 
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the  officers  who  will  act  as  officials 

Major  L.S.  Churchill 
1st  Lt . L.F.  Young 
Capt . J.F.  Doherty 
Lieut.  J.P.  Hodges 
Lieut.  E.C.  Schmidt 
Lieut.  F.B.  Tyndall 
Lieut.  G.R.  Geer 
Lieut.  F.L.  Fair 
Lieut.  B.T.  Starkey 
Lieut.  J.W.  Hammond 
Lieut.  R.W.C.  Wimsatt 
Lieut.  F.B.  Wolfe 
Capt.  E.S.  Schofield 
Lieut  . Corley  p . McDarment 
Capt.  Amory  V.  Eliot. 


JOINT  MANEUVERS  WITH  THE  NAVY  IN  THE  PHILIPPINES 


The  "Fighting  Armada"  of  Camp  Nichols  moved  to  Clark  Field  on  the  morning 
of  March  5th  to  participate,  in  a maneuver  with  the  Navy  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lingayen  Gulf.  Six  bombers  (3  Martin's  and  3 LB-5's),  together  with  five 
0-2H’s,  comprised  the  force  from  Camp  Nichols.  The  Amphibians  from  early  morn- 
ing kept  patrol  in  the  vicinity  of  Lingayen  to  spot  the  fleet  and  make  known 
their  whereabouts. 

At  10:45  A.M.,  on  March  6th,  orders  were  issued  by  the  Air  Force  Commander 
(Major  W.G.Kilner),  and  the  Bombers  forthwith  took  the  air,  followed  after  a 
short  interval  by  the  0-2H’s  and  Pursuit.  From  his  plane  the  Air- Force  Command- 
er issued  the  orders  by  radio  to  the  different- flights  as  to  the  point  of  ' 
rendezvous.  Later  on  in  the  problem  orders  were  issued  to  the  different  .units 
to  change  their  positions,  and  finally  to  go  to  the  attack  and  then  to  return 
back  to  their  base  at  Clark  Field.  This  maneuver  took  the  Group  well  out  over 
the  China  Sea  and,  although  there  were  Navy  seaplanes  and  boats  in  the  vicinity, 
the  estimated  size  of  the  waves  below  ma.de  all  feel  that  they  would  rather  stay 
up  than  come  down.  The  formation,  however,  did  not  get  out  to  the  Navy,  for  to 
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have  done  so' Would'  have  made  the  chances  of  the  formation's  return  to  Clark 
Field  highly  -oroblematical . 

It  goes  without', ‘saying,  however,  that  it  was  with  a certain  feeling  of 
relief  that-all  saw  the-  varied  terrain  of  that  part  of  the  Island  beneath  them. 
So  far  as  the' Group  functioning  as  a.  whole  was  concerned,  this  problem  must  be 
considered  very  succe ssful .,  Also , the  communication  as  established  by  radio  be- 
tween the  different  planes-,  as  well  as  the  U.S.S.  "JASON",  which  was  anchored 
up  near  Lingayen  Gulf,  must.be  considered  as  exceptional  in  its  efficiency. 

This  communication  worked  practically  100$  between  all  units,  and  too  much  cred- 
it can  not  be  given  the  operators  of  the  different  units  who  made  this  effic- 
iency possible'. 

Many  thanks  must  be.  issued  to  •Clark  Field,  for  their  very  hospitable  manner 
of  looking  after  all  those  who  were  the.  guest.S  of  their  field  for  the  night  of 
March  5th.  After  landing  at  Clark  Field  at  "the  completion  of  the  maneuver  those 
ships  that  were  short  of  . gas  were  serviced  and  all  returned  to  Camp  Nichols 
that  evening-.  This  maneuver  was  completed  .with  no  engine  trouble  or  accident 
to  any  plane,  which  speaks  very  highly  for  the  efficiency  of  the  various  shins' 
crews  and  engineering  departments.  The  Navy  now  have  left  Manila.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  'that  the  Joint  Maneuvers  <pf  next  year  will  be  uniformly  as  successful  as 
those  during  this  past  season. 

0O0 

A FINE  START  FOR  A ZOO  AT  CAMP  NICHOLS 

Step  this  way,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  see  a genuine  rep-tile,  captured 
in  the  wilds  of .Camp1  Nichols.  ' This  rep-tile  is  an  eight-foot  Python  which  was 
sneaking  around  in  "verboten  territory"-  the  polo  stables.  It  was  captured  by 
means  of  a noose  attached  to  a piece  of  bamboo,  which  was  slipped  over  the  re-o- 
tile’s  head.  It  took  the  combined  efforts  of  six  brave  men  to  put  said  reptile 
in  a gunny  sack-.  For  a few  days  it  was  kept  in  a large  box  with  a screen  front 
down  to  the  polo  -stables  and,  had  admission  been  charged  to  view  this  really 
beautiful  snake,  the  detachment  fund- would  no.  doubt  have-been  raised  to  a con- 
siderable extent.  This  snake  had  evidently  just  shed  its  skin  because  of  its 
very  beautiful  and  glossy  color. 

0O0 

CHANUTE  FIELD  PERSONNEL  : STAGE  'AIR  DEMONSTRATION 

An  airplane  formation  from  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111.,  departed  April 
23d  for  Schoen  Field,  Indianapdlis,  Ind . , where  the  annual  Reserve  Officers'  Cor. 
vention  was  being,  held.  An  A-3  was  completely  equipped  with  25  pound  bombs,  six 
machine  guns  and  parachute  flares.  Sgt .-  Hb'ltz man  dropped  the  bombs,  giving  a 
creditable  exhibition.  There  was  also  a radio  demonstration  from  plane  to 
ground  which  was,  highly  successful. 

; - — oOo 

LIEUT.  KELLY  STRIKES  A BARGAIN 

i .It  was  learned  from  authentic  source's  that  while  on  the  recent  cruise  with 
the  Navy  in  the  Southern  Islands,  Lieut.  Oakley  0.  Kelly,  A.C.,  stationed  at 
Camp  Nichols,  P.I.,  endeavored  to  .imitate  the  well  .known  "Trader  Horn".  The 
News  Letter  Correspondent  states  that  while  in  Jo-lo , Lieut.  Kelly,  after  much 
arguing,  cajoling,  threatening,  and  what  not,  became  the  proud  possessor  of  a 
few -articles  reputed  to  be  hats,  the  cost  of  same  being  .F . 1 .50  each. 

Lieut.  Kelly  was  highly  elated  regarding  his  purchase  s,  particularly  the  low 
cost  thereof.  It  happened  that  upon  his  return  to  Zamboanga  he  sought  to  ver- 
ify his  apparent  good  fortune.  Making  inquir ie s of  a native , as  to  the  prices, 
Lieut.  Kelly,  during  the  course  of  Conver  sat  ion , asked : "How  much  are  there  hats 
worth?"  Whereupon  the  native'  answered : "They  are  worth  about  fifty  cents  each, 
.Lieutenant , but  they  are  not  hats;  they  are  food  covers." 

Which  exemplifies  one.  of  Aesop’s  old  fables,  namely:  "Accept  what  you  get 
and  don't  ask  too  many  question's." 

, . ■ oOo- — • 

LIEUT.  REEVES  ALSO  DICKERS  WITH  TIE  NATIVES 

Not  to  bo  outdone  by  Lieut .'  Kelly,  Lieut.  Dache  M.  Reeves,  of  Cairo  Nichols, 
also  set  forth  uoon  a dickering  expedition.  The  News  Letter  Correspondent 
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states  what  while  the  4-th' Composite-'  Group  was  at  'Clark  Field  during  the  course 
of  the  joint  maneuvers  with  the  Navy,  Lieut.  Reeves  induced  a couple  of  officers 
and  horse. s to  accompany  him  on  expedition  into  the  hills  in  search  of  various 
native  armament.  Laden  with  n.  couple  of  old  watches,  flashlights,  cigarettes 
and  determination  to  strike  a good  "bargain;  he.  set  forth.  He  must  have  had  a 
good  horse  , inasmuch  a.s  early  the  next  morning  he-  was  down  on  the  line  and  walk- 
ing around  with  apparently  no  'discomf orture  . Words  can  not  adequately  describe 
Lieut Reeves 1 glowing  account  of  his  expedition.  Suffice  it  to  say,  after  much 
sign,  language , the  issuance  of  cigarettes!,  the  'display  of  flashlights,  allowing 
the  natives  to  listen  to.  the  ticking  of  'the- watches  and  with  the  exchange  of  a 
few  pesos,  Lieut.  Reeves  acquired  quite  a collection  of  "bows  and  arrows.  It  has 
been -stated  that  after  the  years  roll  by,  this  expedition,  completed  about  three  . 
miles  from  Camp  Stotsenhurg,  will  develop  into  a'- we?  k ''s  .journey  into  the  heart 
ot  a head-hunter  country.  Inasmuch  Lieut ..  Re  e-ve  s is  Post  Schools  Officer,  it 
may  also  be  expected  that  archery  will  be-  one  of  the  courses  in  the  curriculum. 
Plans  are  under  way ■ at  the  present  time  for  another  such  expedition  and  no  doubt, 
cecause  of  the  previous  experience,  this  latter' will  also  be  highly,  successful. 

: 0O0 

NATIVES  OF  THE  PHILIPPINES  STILL  CLING-  TO'  OLD  CDS  TO!.©' 

Members  of  the  3rd  Pursuit  Squadron,  stationed  at  Clark  Field,  Pampanga, 
P.I.,  went  out  into  the  country  on  Good  Friday  to  witness  the  yearly  ritual  of 
the  Flagellantes . In  a few  words  this  consists  of  all  members  going  through 
the  ordeal,  binding  themselves  -with  rope  about  the  arms,  body  and  legs.-  The 
Head  Man  then  scrapes  their  back  with  broken  glass  to  start  blood  flowing.  All 
are  equipped  with  a bamboo,  flail  with  which  they,  on  their  way  to  the  church, 
whip  themselves  with  at  times,  adding  salt  water  to  make  the  wounds  smart. 

Upon  reaching  the  church  they  lie  flat  on  their  faces  in  the  road  and  are 
whipped  by  the  Head  Man.  Thus  erideth-the  process.  The  custom  is  barbarious 
and  is  the  result,  of  the  old  days  prior  to  the  American  occupation  of  ‘the 
Islands.  It  is  gradually  dying  out  in  the  Islands  and  can  now  he  seen-orily  at 
Manila  and  Angeles . 


Good  Friday  also  saw  a very  disastrous  fire  at  Angeles.  About  a third  of 
the  town  burned  down.  Soldiers  from  Camp  Stotsenburg  aided  to  what  extent  was 
possible.  The  town  mayor  extended  thanks  to  the  Commanding  General  for  the 
assistance  rendered. 

— -0O0 

ARMY  AIR  CORPS  OFFICIALS  TO  .MAKE  INSPECTION  TEIP  TO  PACIFIC  COAST 


The  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  for  Air,  the  Honorable  F.  Truboe  Davison, 
left  Washington  on  the  morning  of  May  8th,  by  air,  to  make  an  inspection  of 
military  posts  and  garrisons  that  will  take  him  to  the  Pacific  Coast.  He  will 
use  the  C-5,  1200  horsepower  Fo Inker  Transport  and  will  be  piloted  by  Lieut. 
Lester  J.  Maitland,  Air  Corps.  His  tentative  itinerary  includes  stops  at  the 
following  places : Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio;  Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111.; 
Muskogee , Oklahoma;  Dallas,  San  Antonio , Texas,  at  the  Air  Corps  Training 
Center;  Port  Bliss,  Texas;  Rockwell  Field,  San  Diego,  Calif.;  March  Field, 
Riverside,  Calif.;  Crissy  Field,  San- Francisco,  Calif.;  Los  Angeled , Calif . ; 
Seattle,  Washington;  Spokane,  Washington;  Salt  ..Lake.  City,  Utah;  Omaha,  Neb.; 
Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  ( to  attend  the  Fifth  Corps  Area  Maneuvers ) . 

In  addition  to  the  Secretary  and  Lieut.  Maitland,  the  party  includes 
Colonel  David  L.  Stone,  Infantry;  Major  Delos  C.  Emmons,  Air  Corps,  and  Staff 
Sergeant  Rpy'W.  Hope  (.mechanic).  ... 
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Preliminary  calculations  have  been  made  of  a small  balloon  for  use  by  tie 
Parachute  Branch  of  the  Materiel  Division,'  Wright  Field,  0.  , in  connection  wit1 
tests  to  be  conducted  to  determine  the  practicability  of  using  a small  balloon 
in  place  of  a pilot  chute  to  draw  the  parachute  from  the .pack. 

Flight  tests  of  the  D-12  engine  at  Wright  Field,  using  prestone  as  a coca 
ing  medium,  are  progressing  very  satisfactorily..  Cross  country  flights  are  be- 
ing undertaken  and  to, date  no  difficulty  has  been  encountered  with  this  instal 1 
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WAR'ISRARTkSNT  ORDERS  .AFFE  CTIEG  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS 

Changes  of  Station:  Ubon  completion  of  n re  sent'  course  of  .instruction 'at  Command 
and  General  Staff  School,  Fort  Leavenworth , Kansas.  Major  Frank  ’ll.  Andrews  to 
report  for  duty  in  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corns,  Washington,  D.C. 

' Major  Robert  LeG.  • Walsh,  uuon  completion  of  present  course  of  instruction  at 
Command  and.  General  Staff  School,  to  Paris,  France,  for  duty  as  Assistant  Mili- 
tary Attache  for  Air, 

■ Lieut  .-Colonel  Ira  F.  Fravel  from  Middletown  Air  F>  mot,  Pa.  , to  Hew  York 
Cit^  for  duty  as  procurement  Planning  Representative,  August  1,  1929. 

Major  Michael  F.  Davis,  Instructor,  Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  Langley  Field, 
Va. , to  Office  Chief  of  Air  Cores,  Washington. 

Major  Augustine  -1Y.  Robins  , u*oon  completion  of  present  course  of  instruction 
at  Air  Cores  Tactical  School,  Langley  Field,  Va.  , to  Duncan  Field,  Texas'. 

Major  Loo  G.  Hof  fornar  assigned,  as  Commandant , Air  Como  Technical  School, 

• Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111. 

Major  Junius "H-.  Houghton  from  Rockwell  Field,  Calif.,  to . Middletown,  Pa., 

Air  Depot  for  duty. 

Major  Maxwell  Kirby  from  duty  at  University  of  Illinois,  Urbana,  111.,  to 
■ Hawaii,  sailing  from  New  York  May  28,  19.28. 

Major  Robert  Coker,  Little  Rock  Air  Bouot,  Ark.,  to  Fort  Sam  Houston, Texas , 
not  later  than  June  30th,  for  duty  as  Air  Officer,  Hqrs.  8th  Corps  Area. 

• Captain  Romeyn  3.  Hough,  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  to  Bolling  Field,  D.C., 

. for  temporary  duty,  then  to  duty  as  -student  at  School  of  Business  Administration, 
Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  ‘lass. 

Captain  Donald'  Wilson,  un.on  comolction  of  tour  of  duty  in  Philippines , to 
, Langley  Field,  Va. 

Captain  Wm.  D.  Wheel or  to  Self ridge  Field,  Mich.,  upon  comolction  of  tour 
of  duty  in  the  Philippines. 

Captain  Vernon  L.  Burge ....  * Hit  chol  -Field,  17.  Y. , to.  Philippines , sailing  from 
New  York  about  August  20tli.  . 

Captain  Earl  H.  DeFord,  upon  expiration  of  pres  or.  t course  of -instruction  at 
Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  Langley  Field,  Va..,  to  Air  Corps  Training  Center, 

Duncan  Field,  Texas.  ' 

Captain  Ray  A.”  Dunn,  from  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  uoon  .completion  of  pres- 
ent course  of  instruction  at  Army  Industrial  College,  to  Middletown,  Pa.  Air  Deuot 

life. j or  Urn.  0.  Ryan,  Organized  Reserves,  2nd-  Cores  Area,  to  'Mi  t chol  Field, IT.Y. 
for  duty,  August  1st. 

Captain  Frederick  F.  Christine,  Middletown,  Pa.,  Air  Depot , to  Mitchel  Field. 

Captain. Frank  V.  Wright , upon- completion  of  present  course  of  instruction  at 
Quartermaster  Corps  School,  Philadelphia,  Pa . , to  Materiel;  Division,  Wright  Field. 

Captain  Wm.  J.-  Flood,'  Langley  Field,  Va.  , to  Office;  Chief,  of  Air  Corps. 

Captain  Warner  B..  Gates,  Marshall  Field,  Kansas,  to  Air  Corps  Training 
Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  not'  later  than  June  30,  1329. 

The  following-named  officers  to  report  to  Commandant,  Air  Corns  Technical 
.School,  Chanute  Field,  111.,  not  later  than  October  1st  for  duty  as  students  in 
'course  of  instruction -in  communications:  2nd  Lieut.  Roland-  C.S.  Akre,  Mitchel 
; Field;  2nd-  Lieut . Lindsay  Ik  Bawscl,  Maxwell  Field;  2nd  Lieut.  George  H.Sparhawk, 
Brooks  Field;  .2nd"  Lieut-.  John  A.  Winefordncr,  Self  ridge  Field;  2nd  Lieut.  Donald 
R.  Lyon,  C-rissy  -Field.  ' 

Major  Arnold  IT.  Krogstad  relieved  as  student,  Command,  and  General  Staff 
.School,  Ft.  Leavenworth,  and.  to  New  York  City  for  duty  as  Air  Officer,  2nd  Corps 
•Area-.  .nr-- 

1st  Lieut.  Edward -M.  powers,  Materiel  Division,  Wrigbt-  Field,  Dayton,  0.,  to 
New ‘York  City  for  duty  as  student,  New  York  University,  -.-effective  September  15th. 

Following-named  officers  to  -proceed,  to  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  not  later  then 
•July  1,  1929,  for  duty  as  students  at  Air  Corps  Primary  Flying  School:  Captain 
Karl  S.  Axtater,  2nd  Lieut.  Wm.  0.  Eareckson,  2nd  Lieut.  John  P.  Ki dwell  (Inf.) 
"from  Scott  Field,  111.;  2nd  Lieut.  John  L.  Hit chings , Fort  Crockett,  Texas;  1st 
Lieut.  Walter  D.  Buie,  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Orders  assigning  1st  Lieut.'  Albert  F.  Eegenborgcr  to  duty  as  student,  Air 
Corps  Engineering  Schpol ,;  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  rovdkod. 

1st  Lieut.  Frank-'  M.  McKee  from  Office  Chief  of  Air- Corps  to  Bolling  Field. 

1st  Lieuts . James,.  G.  . Cluck-  and  Bennett' E . Meyers  , Wright  Field,  and  1st  Lt . 
James  3.  Jordan,  -Scott  'Field,  to  duty  in  Office  Chief  "of  Air  Corps,  not  later 
than  August  1st. 
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Upon  completion  of  present  course  of  instruction  at  Air  Corps  Technical 
School,  Chanute  Field,  ill.,  2nd  Lieut.  Bichard  W.  Gibson  to  proceed  to  Brooks 
Field,  Texas,  for  duty,  2nd  Lieut.  Herman  F.  Woolard  to  Self  ridge  Field,  I.iich. ; 

2nd  Lieut.s.  Charles  A.  Boss  and  iius.scll  Scott  to  Chanute  Field. 

The  following  officers  to  proceed  for  duty  to  the  Hawaiian  Department, 
sailing  Sept.  27,  1929:  1st  Lieut..  Franklin  0.  Carroll,  7/right  Field,  0;  1st  Lt . 
Ulysses  G.  Jones,  pope  Field,  17. C.,  1st  Lieut.  Harold  F.  “louse,  Fairfield  Air 
Depot  - Sailing  ahout  Oct.  19,  1929:  Captain  John  P.  Temple,  Boss  Field, Arcadia, 
Calif.;  1st  Lieut.  Harvey  H.  Holland,  Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

1st  Lieut.  Lewis  S.  Webster,  Langley  Field, -to  San  Antonio  Air  Depot, June  30. 

1st  Lieut.  Gilbert  Hayden,  Signal  Corps,  to  Primary  Flying  School,  Brooks 
Field,  Texas,  for  training,  commencing  July  1. 

1st  Lieut.  Hugo  P.  Bush  relieved  from  duty  as  student,  Massachusetts  Insti- 
tute of  Technology,  Sept.  15th,  and  to  duty  at  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field, 0. 

Upon  completion  of  present  tour  of  duty  in  Panama.  Canal  Department,  1st  Lt . 
Dwight  J.  Canfield  to  proceed  for-  duty  to  Kelly  Field,  Texas;  1st  Lieut.  Pardoe 
Martin  to  Mitchel  Field,  1T.Y. ; 1st  Lieut.  George  C.  McDonald  to  Langley  Field, 

Va. ; 1st  Lieut.  Wm.  3.  Sousa  to  Chanute  Field,  Bantoul , 111. 

Following  officers  ordered  to  Panama  Canal  Department,  sailing  from  Hew  York  ; 
about  September  19th:  1st  Lieut.  Lloyd  S.  Hunting,  Kelly  Field;  1st  Lieut.  Arnold  ;j 
H.  Bich,  Brooks  Field;  1st  Lieut.  Archibald  Y.  Smith,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas; 

1st  Lieut.  Fred  E.  Woodward,  Mitchel  Field,  H. Y. 

1st  Lieut.  Cornelius  J.  Kenney,  March  Field,  to  TTew  York  City,  for  duty  with 
Organized  Deserves',  2nd  Corps  Area. 

1st  Lieut.  Harold  Brand,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas,  to  Office  Chief  of  Air 
Corps,  Washington,  D.C. 

1st  Lieut.  John  S.  Gullet,  March iField,  to  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  not 
later  than  August  20,  1929. 

1st  Lieut.  Clarence  B.  Maclver,  upon  completion  of  present  course  of  instruc 
tion  at  Air  Corps'  Technical  School,  Chanute  Field,  to  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Following  officers  to  proceed  to  Air  Corps  Technical  School,  Chanute  Field, 
Bantoul,  111.,  to  pursue  course  of  instruction  in  Maintenance  Engineering,  com- 
mencing October  15th:  2nd  Lieut.  Herbert  C.  Lichtenberger , Bockwell  Field, Calif . ; 
1st  Lieuts.  Aubrey  B.  Ballard,  Kelly  Field;  Claude  E.  Duncan,  Brooks  Field;  John 
M.  McCulloch,  Mitchel  Field;  Henry  H.  Beily,  Kelly  Field;  2nd  Lieut.  Joseph  H. 
Atkinson,  Marshall  Field;  2nd  Lieut.  Leo  W.  Desrosiers,  Fort  Crockett,  Texas; 

2nd  Lieut.  Ford  L.  Fair,  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Following  officers  to  proceed  to  Air  Corps  Technical  School,  Chanute-  Field, 
not  later  than  October  1,  1929,  'for  duty  as  students  in  course  of  instruction  in 
Aerial  Photography:  1st  Lieut.  James  W.  Spry,  Brooks  Field;  2nd  Lieuts.  Karcisse 
L.  Cote,  Maxwell  Field;  James  G.  Pratt,  Maxwell  Field;  Claire  Stroh,  Brooks  FielJ 
James  L.  Stowell,  Bockwell  Field. 

2nd  Lieut.  Turner  A.  Sims,  Jr.,  Kelly  Field,  to  United  States  Military. 
Academy,  West  Point,  17. Y.  , for  duty  about  August  24th. 

Following  officers,  upon  expiration  of  present  course  of  instruction  at  Air 
Corps  Engineering  School,  7/right  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  to  report  to  the  Chief,;. 
Materiel  Division,  for  duty:  1st  Lieuts.  Harold  H,  Carr,  Clements  McMullen-, 

Charles  H.  Caldwell,  George  P.  Tourtellot  and  2nd  Lieut.  John  W.  Bowman.  .<  •-  ! 

Captain  John  Y.  York,  Jr.,  and  1st  Lieut.  Henry  G.  Woodward,  upon  completion  ; 
of  present  course  of  instruction  at  Harvard  Graduate  School  of  Business  Adminis- 
tration, to  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  duty  in  connection  with  procurement 
planning. 

Upon  completion  of  present  tour  of  duty  in  Hawaiian  Department,  Captain 
Lloyd  L.  Harvey  to  proceed  for  duty  .to  March  Field,  1st  Lieuts.  Fred  S.  Borum  to 
Chanute  Field;  Joseph  H.  Hicks  to  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Carl  B.  McDaniel  to  Brooks 
Field;  Langliorne  W.  Motley  to  Pope  Field. 

2nd  Lieut.  Willard  B.  Wolf inbarger , 2nd  Bombardment  Group,  Langley  Field,  to 
duty  with  Organized  Deserves,  Boston,  Mass. 

2nd  Lieut.  Frank  D.  Klein,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich.,  to  Wright  Field,  'Dayt.oh, 
Ohio,  for  duty  as  student,  Air  Corps  Engineering  School,  not  later  than  July  1. 

2nd  Lieut.  Joel  G.  0 1 1-Teal , upon  completion  of  present  course  of  instruction 
at  Air  Corps  Technical  School,  Chanute  Field,  to  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas. 

Designation;  End  Lieut.  Donald  E.  Broughton. 

Promotion:  1st  Lieut.  Arthur  K.  Ladd  to  Captain,  rank  from  April  23,1929. 

Believed  from  Detail'  to  Air  Corns : Major  Carl  H.  Strong,  Cavalry,  assigned 
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as  Instructor,  Cavalry,  Texas  National  Guard,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

1st  Lieut.  Louis  J.  Tatom,  to  Signal  Corps,  2nd  Div. , Fort  San  Houston, Texas. 
2nd  Lieut.  Donald  C.  Hawkins  to  Co.  B,  29th  Engrs . , Ft.  Sc?an  Houston,  Texas. 
2nd  Lieut.  John  '1.1.  Reynolds  to  16th  Infantry,  Fort  Jay,  IT.  Y. 

2nd  Lieut.  Frank  It.  Mae r dean  to  28th  Infantry,  Fort  Niagara,  N.Y. 

2nd  Lieut.  Thomas  F.  Trapolino  to  10th  Cavalry,  Fort  Huachuca,  Arizona. 

1st  Lieut.  Joseph  p.  Shumate  to  52nd  Coast  Artillery,  Fort  Eustis,  Va. 

1st  Lieut.  John  V.  Dwyer  to  52nd  Coast  Artillery,  Fort  Eustis,  Va. 

Detailed  to  the  Air  Corns , and  to  Primary  Flying  S hool,  Brooks  Field,  Texas, 
hot  later  than  July  1,  1929,  for  training: 

2nd  Lieut.  Arthur  L.  Coho,  Infantry. 

2nd  Lieut.  Leander  L.  Doan,  Cavalry. 

2nd  Lieut.:  James  K.  DeArmond,  Signal  Corps 
2nd  Lieut.  Joseph  F.  Trent,  Infantry.. 

2nd  Lt . Laurence  S.  Kuter,  Field  Artillery  2nd  Lieut.  Delma  T.  Spivey,  Infantry 
Deserve  Officers  assigned  to  extended  active  duty:  Tour  of  duty  of  1st 
Lieut.  Wm.  E.  .Bleakley,  Air  Deserve,  extended  to  June  30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Wm,  Merle  Taylor,  Claremont,  Calif.,  to  Crissy  Field,  May  15, 

1929,  to  May  14,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  John  Joseph  Keough  to  active  duty  with  2nd  Division,  Fort  Sam 
Houston,  Texas,  to  April  30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  David  Robert  Johnson,  May  15,  1929,  to  May  14,  1930,  at  Marshall 
Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas.  . 

2nd  Lieut.  Charles  Sloan  Vaughn,  tour  of  duty  extended  to  June  30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Edward  Valentine  Pet ti$.s 9 Berkeley,  Calif.,  to  Crissy  Field,  May-1, 
28, to  April  1,  1930. 

o0o~ — 


2nd  Lieut.  Robert  L.  Easton,  Field  Art 
Major  Palter  D.  Mangan,  Field  Art. 

2nd  Lieut.  Charles  ?.  Bixel , Cavalry 
2nd  Lieut.  Pm.  L.  Ritchie,  Field  Art. 


CHANUTE  FIELD  MBIT  DEFY  THE  OLD  "JINX." 

Thirteen  men,  attending  the  parachute  School  at  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul , 111., 
ma.de  a live  parachute  jump  on  the  13th  of  April  last.  Sergeant  Jackson  flew  a 
C-l  for  the  men  who  were  in  the  Parachute  class  graduating  on  that  date.  Every 
one  made  a good  jump  and  all  wanted  to  try  it  again. 

oOo 

AERIAL  HOBOES  MAKE  THEIR  BON 


Not  long  ago  Lieut.  "Boh"  Finley  and  Lieut.  John  Davies,  stationed  at  Chamtc 
Field,  Dantoul,  111.,  left  on  an  extended  crosE- country  flight  to  the  Pacific 
Coast.  After  weathering  several  storms,  they  found  themselves  without  an  airplane 
at  Tucson,  Arizona,  for  the -reason  that  they  were  forced  to  ship  it  to  a repair 
depot.  After  much  wandering  over  the  country  hy  "chiseled"  airplane  rides,  the 
aerial  hoboes  finally  arrived  at  their  home  field. 

oOo 


JAPANESE  CATERPILLAR  CLUB  GROWING 

Major  W.B.  Duty,  Philippine  Scouts  (Air  Corps)  on  duty" at  Camp  Nichols, 
Rizal,  P.I.,  writes  under  date  of  April  12th,  as  follows: 

"I  have  just  been  informed  hy  a friend  of.  mine  in  the  Japanese  Air  Service 
that  the  Caterpillar  Club  of  Janan  has  been  increased  by  one  member.  Facts,  as 
given  me,  are  as  follows: 

On  August  22,  1928,  Sub  Lieutenant  Taro  Miyasawa,  while  flying  over  the 
Tokorozawa  airdrome,  had  his  ship  fall  into  a flat  s jin  from  which  he  could  not 
recover  and  was  forced  to  jump.  He  used  his  parachute  and  came  safely  to  the 
ground,  tho  slightly  injured.” 

oOo 


The  new  home  of  Flight  "3",  2nd  Observation  Squadron,  at  Camp  Nichols , Rizal , 
P.I.,  will  soon  be  finished.  Work  on  the  new  barracks  is  rapidly  nearing  comple- 
tion, and  it  is  expected  that  the  Flight  will  move  into  their  new  quarters  very 
shortly.  The  barracks  are  large  and  airy,  being  a two-story  building,  and  large 
.enough  to  quarter  Flight  "3",  and  Flight  "A"  from  Corregidor,  which  is  expected 
to  move  to  the  mainland-  within  a short  time.  The  old  barracks  are  to  be  turned 
into  a consolidated  mess  hall  and  quarters  for  the  Flight  Non- .'Corns . 
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SELFRIDGE  field  a wet  place 


It  would,  aupear  i rora  the  following  account  by  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent 
of  the  present  condition  of  Selfridge  Field,  Mt . Clemens,  Mich.,  that  it  would 
be  an  ideal  place  for  the  operation  of  amphibians.  He  goes  on  to  say: 

"Since  l lying  has  been  called  off  because  of  rainstorms  and  a wet  field  for 
the  past  week,  a cla.ss  in  swimming' and  other  water  snorts  is  in  process  of  organ- 
ization under  the  able  management  of  Qur  Operations  Officer,  Captain  Victor 
Strahrn.  The  only  trouble  ho  has  encountered  so  far  is  keeping  Lake  St.  Clair 
from  flooding  the  field  until  ho  teaches  the  pilots  the  art -of  making  P-l's  swim. 

Another  rumor  has  it  that  the  Group  is  to  be  equipped. '.with  amphibians,  so 
that  we  can  keep  up  the  work  and  go  to  maneuvers  without''  Such  a great  loss  of 
flying  time  due  to  a flooded -field.  ••  . ' / . h ' 

We  at  Selfridge  Field  are  beginning  to  realize . the  suffering  those  poor 
unfortunates  along  the  Mississippi  Riyer  must  experience  when  it' ‘decides  to  go 
cross-country  without  even  the  courtesy  of  putting  in  a ■ rp'ques't  for  same.  Our 
ever  beloved  Lake  S.t  . Clair,  not  to  be  outdone  by  the  great  Father  of  Waters, 
nas  this  past  Spring  been  trying  to  do  likewise,  and  at  the  present  writing  more 
than  ever  is  it  slashing,  banging,  and  tearing  at  the  dikes,  to  the  great  alarm 
of  those  who  live  on  the  post  , and  particularly  the  enlisted  men  who  have  been 
putting  their  every  effort  into  the  piling  of  sand  bags  where  the  water  threatens 
to  break  through.  , 

We  hope  that  before  Fall  and  Winter  come  again  and  we  begin  to  use  skis  that 
the  field  may  dry  up  enough  so  that  we  can  land  somewhere  other  than  on  the  one 
semi-solid  spot  in  the  field,  ’on  the  circle’  without  the  ever  present  thought 
of  - ’I  wonder  if  I will  nose  over?'  and  'Goodbye  old  P-l!n" 

0O0 

OFFICERS  LEAVING-  THE  SERVICE 

"And  still  they  leave  us,"  is  the  mournful  wail  of  the  Marshall  Field  Corres 
pondent , adding:  "This  squadron  (16th  Observation)  continues  to  be  a training 
school  for  ’***f*fe  Air  Transport,  Inc.  The  War  Department  accepted  the  resignatio 
of  Lieut.  Donald  E.  Broughton  and  Lieut.  Lee  F . Duncan -last  month.  They  will  fly 
the  mail  between  Salt  Lake  City  and  Cheyenne.  Lieut.  Broughton  received  his  com- 
mission last  February.  Lieut.  Duncan,  commissioned  a year  ago , has  been  with  the 
squadron  since  his  graduation  from  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School  two  years 
ago  and  was  on  detached  service  commanding  Offut  Field,  Fort  Crook,  at  the  time 
of  his  resignation.  Excellent  officers  and  pilots,  both.  We  are  sorry  to  see 
them  leave  but  wish  them  well  in  their  new  venture." 

The  Selfridge  Field  Correspondent  states  that  "The  rumor  section  of  (G-2  has 
published  the  information  that  several  of  our  popular  officers  and  good  pilots 
have  heard  the  call  of  the  mighty  dollar  and  civilian  clothes  and  answered  same 
by  ’going  commercial.’  We  phor choose’  to  remain  and  fly  for  Uncle  Sam  wish  them 
luck,  happiness,  prosperity,  tail  winds,  no  fog,  and  happy  landings.  Two  of 
these  young  gentlemen  of  whom  we  speak,  are  no  other  than  Lieut.  Cliff  Abbott,  of 
Fremont,  Indiana,  and  Lieut.  Joe  Bartles  of  Hillsboro,  111." 

0O0 

"CRASH" 

Injustice  is  frequently  done  aviators  and  aviation  by  the  careless  use  of 
words  in  describing  air  mishaps,  and  the  progress  of  aviation  is  retarded  by  un- 
fair publicity  given  to  airplane  accidents  , even  though  the  unfairness  is  not  in- 
tentional. The  word  "crash"  is  used  too  often.  Most  of  the  time  there  is  no 
crash.  Only  a few  days  ago.'  an  airplane  at  East  Boston  was  slightly  damaged  and 
two  men  slightly  injured  during  a forced  landing  on  rough  ground.  Word  goes  out 
to  the  public  of  another  airplane  "crash".  Public  confidence  in  flying  is 
lessened. 

The  facts  of  flying -are  -these:  Millions  of  miles  are  flown  annually  without 
injury  to  planes  or  passengers.  This  does  not  make  sensational  news.  A forced 
landing,  to  the  mind  of  the  man  not  air-minded,  is  a thing  full  of  hazard.  To 
the  persons  who  know  aviation,  iz  is  an  incident.  It  is  about  on  a par  with  a 
motorist  driving  over  a curbing.  Flying  is  a reasonably  safe  means  of  transpor- 
tation. For  example,  Harry  E.  Jones  of  Old  Orchard,  Me.,  in  seventeen  years  has  i 
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Carried  nearly  30,000  passengers  without  the  slightest  damage  or  injury  to  plane 
or  passenger. 

There  are  very  few  crashes  in  flying.  Let  us  not  he  careless  in  describing 
mishaps  to  airplanes.  A "crash"  in  aviation  is  when  the  planes  cornea  down  out  of 
control.''  ¥e;;  do>  not  become  excited  about  minor  automobile  accidents.  Give 
aviation  a chance  1 

. ' - AIR  TRANSPORTATION. 

> ' *■•***•0  Ofe—  •*— 

WINNERS  OF  NASON  H.  PATRICK-  TROPHY  TO  RECEIVE  REPLICAS 

In  order  that  the  winner  of  the  Mason  M.  Patrick  Trophy  will  have  something 
tangible  to  keep  in  his  possession  as  a reward  for  his  winning  efforts,  in  addi- 
tion to  having  his  name  inscribed  on  the  large  trophy,  the  Honorable  F.  Trubec 
Davison,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  for  Air,  has  turned  over  to  the  custody  of 
Major-General  James  E.  Fechet,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  fourteen  plaques,  replicas 
of  the  above  trophy. 

The  Mason  M.  Patrick  Trophy  was  donated  by  Mr.  Davison  as  a perpetual  memo- 
rial to  General  Mason  M.  Patrick,  upon  the  latter's  retirement  as  Chief  of  the 
Air  Corps,  and  is  comoeted  for  annually  at  the  National  Air  Races.  Entrants  to 
this  contest  are  limited  to  members  of  the  Third  Attack  Group  of  the  Air  Corps. 

The  first  contest  for  this  Tronhy  took  place  on  September  12th  of  last  year 
during  the  five  days'  program  of  the  National  Air  Races  at  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Lieut.  G.R.  Aches  on,  Air.  ,-Qbrps , piloting  a standard  Army  Attack  plane,  was  the 
winner,  averaging  a speed,  of  139.5  miles  over  a 120-mile  closed  circuit. 

..’.'  E _ :•  oOo 

AN  ECHO  OF  THE  WORLD  WAR 

A prayer  book,  lost  by  a German  soldier  during  the  Battle  of  the  Marne  over 
ten  years  ago,  was  recently  restored  to  him  by  an  Air  Corps  officer.  Captain 
Walter  J.  Reed,  on  duty  in  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps .Washington, 
found  the  book  not  long  ago  while  rummaging  through  his  collection  of  war  relies. 
On  seeing  the  book  he  recalled  finding  it  on  the  battlefield  at  Epieds , near 
Beauvardes , France  * . after  the  Second  .Battle  of  the  Marne.  Noting  the  owner's 
name  inscribed  on  the  front  page  and  desirous  of  returning  it  to  him,  the  book 
was  forwarded  through  military  channels  to  the  American  Military  Attache  at 
Berlin. 

Captain  Reed  had  the  satisfaction  of  receiving  the  other  day  a letter  from 
Johannes  Meyer,  of  Dortmund,  Germany,  which  was  translated  and  reads  as  follows: 
"My  dear  Captain: 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Military  Attache  of  your  government  and 
that  of  the  Statistical  Division  of  the  German  War  Ministry,  I have  got 
back  my  prayer  book  from  you.  Please  accept  my  most  cordial  thunks . 

I lost  the  book  ovor  10  years  ago  on  the  Marne.  I felt  ouite  bad  over 
the  loss,  particularly  just  after  it  occurred.  It  had  been  a Christmas 
gift  from  my  sister.  Now 'I  have  it  again  and  am  very  glad  of  it.  I ■ should 
be  very  glad  if  I could  return  this  kindness.  If  you  would  be  willing,  I 
should  like  to  write  more  in  detail  next  time.  By  that  time  I may  have  a 
picture  of  myself  which  I would  like  to  send  you.  But  for  the  present  I 
send  only  my  best  thanks  for  youg  .courtesy." 

COLOMBIAN  OFFICERS: TO  ATTEND  FLYING  SCHOOL 

•'  Yr‘j  i , 

The  : War  Department  has  granted., permission  to  the  Republic  of  Colombia,,  South 
America,  to  send  three  officers  to  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Flying  School  at  Brooks 
Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  to  pursue.,  the  regular  course  of  Army  flying  training. 
These  officers,  Lieuts.  Ernesto  Buenaventura,  Enrique  Santamaria,  and  Alfredo 
Duarte,  7/ill  join  the  class  of  Regular , officers , Reserve  officers  and  Flying 
Carets  who  will  commence  a period  of  eight  months'  primary  flying  instruction 
commencing-  July  1st  next.  . { ? ..v. 

The  South'  American  officers  will.ge.ach  Brooks  Field  about  June  1st  in  order 
to  make  the  necessary  preparations  fo^  . the  flying  "course.  ?*  • 
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NOTES  FROM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 

Langley  Field,  Va.,  Nay  2d 

19th  Airship  Company  - By  1st  Lt . M.E.McHugo:  On  April  12th,  a.  crew  for  the 
new  TC  airship,  transferred  to  this  organization,  departed  for  Scott  Field,  111., 
for  the  purpose  of  ferrying  the  ship  to  this  station.  2nd  Lts.  B.T. Starkey,  pi- 
lot in  command,  and  Otto  Wienecke , oilot,  Warrant  Officer  R.S.  Lassiter,  alter- 
nate pilot,  Staff  Sgt . A . L.Whec ler , coxswain,  and  Staff  Sgt . R.E. Quinn,  engineer, 
comoo sed  the  crew. 

On  April  9th,  a Free  Balloon  training  flight  for  C apt .Samuel  T.  Moore,  Air- 
Res.,  was  made  with  Capt . E .S  .Schof  ield  a.s  pilot.  The  balloon  took  off  at  1:30 
P.M.  and  landed  at  5:40  P.M,  at  Bacon's  Castle,  Va.  Capt.  Moore  just  completed 
a period  of  fourteen  days'  active  duty  training. 

On  April  13th,  Major  Rice,  General  Inspector' for  the  War  Department,  in- 
spected the  19th  Airship  Company . The  Major  expressed  himself  as  being  very  well 
pleased  with  everything  in  and  around  the  company  and  the  19th  Company  hopes  to 
receive  a very  high  rating. 

On  April  14th,  the  19th  Baseball  Team  defeated  the  Yorktown  Marines  by  the 
score  of  5 to  1,  in  the  first  of  a.  six  game  series  to  be  played  during  the  season 
For  five  innings  neither  team  scored,  but  in  the  6th,  the  19th  got  its  heavy  ar- 
tillery into  action  end, pided  by  miscues  on  the  Marines'  part,  scored  three  runs 
and  put  the  game  on  ice.  harper  and  Collins  did  the  hitting  for  the  19th  with 
Harper  starring  in  the  field,  while  Shaver  pitched  brilliantly. 

Something  new  was  scheduled  to  be  shown  this  year  at  the  National  Balloon 
Races  when  Capt.  William  J.  Flood  and  1st  Lieut.  Uzal  G.  Ent  take  off  with  the 
°S-13".  This  balloon  has  no  net,  the  basket  being  suspended  from  the  bag  by 
means  of  a suspension  band  with  rigging  similar  to  a captive  balloon.  The  "S-13" 
was  inflated  for  a test  flight  as  soon  as  the  weather  permitted. 

On  the  19th,  a captive  balloon  was  inflated  and  flown  as  a target  for  bomb- 
ing practice  for  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School.  No  direct  hits  were  made  on  the 
balloon  itself,  though  a bomb  cut  the  cable  loose  and  the  balloon  drifted  over 
the  Bay  where  it  finally  burst  from  excessive  pressure. 

An  Observation  balloon  for  use  for  Observation  work  in  connection  with 
Coast  Artillery  practice  firing  was  sent  to  Fort  Monroe . A detail  of  men  for 
maneuvering  the  balloon  will  also  be  sent  by  this  organization. 

Our  Company  bc?.seball  team  won  the  three  games  'played  during  the  past  week. 
The  20th  Bombardment  Squadron  was  swamped  by  the  score  of  13  to  1 and  the  follow- 
ing day  the  59th  Service  Squadron  fell  a victim  to  the  more  experienced  19th 
team,  receiving  a 11  to  3 set  back.  More  opposition  was  met  in  the  game  with 
Fox  Hill  Cardinals,  however,  and  we  were  barely  able  to  eke  out  of  a 6 to  4 ver- 
dict. The  hitting  of  Collins,  Shaver's  pitching  and  the  play  in  the  field  of 
the  entire  19th  Team  featured  the  three  games. 

The  promotion  of  2nd  Lieut.  TJzal  G.  Ent,  to  1st  Lieut.,  Air  Corps,  was  re- 
cently announced  by  the  War  Department. 

2nd  Bombardment  Group  - By  2d  Lieut.  J.H.  Neale;  The  salvaging  of  all 
Liberty  motors  not  containing  heavy  type  crankshafts  further  impeded  the  pro- 
gram of  training,  but  brought  a.  smile  of  relief  to  the  piloting  personnel  who 
have  suffered  a series  of  embarrassing  incidents  when  these  aged  power  units 
"conked"  over  mud  flats  and  bays. 

The  28  Kelly  Field  graduates  recently  assigned  here,  who  are  waiting  for 
deliveries  on  new  type-  bombers  and  repairs  on  LB-5A's  to  complete  their  transi- 
tion and  start  bombing  practice,  wander  over  to  assist  the  Air  Corps  Tactical 
School  in  tactical  maneuvers  or  make  obvious  and  damaging  remarks  about  nothing 
in  general  while  gazing  at  the  few  air  cooled  Keystone  ships  which  drone  over- 
head during  excellent  weather,  permitting  the  experienced  bombing  teams  to  carry 
out  the  schedule  for  record  dropping. 

Two  additional  deliveries  of  Keystone  LB-7  ships  give  the  20th  Squadron  a 
total  of  five. 

The  96th  Squadron  moved  into  the  new  hangar,  and  the  old  one  is  rapidly 
being  torn  down. 

Bombing  for  record,  as  called  for  in  the  Group  Training  .schedule , was 
started  April  8th.  Each  officer  is  scheduled  to  fly  two  missions  for  record, 
using  100  pound  bombs.  One  mission  will  be  flown  at  5000  feet  and  one  at 
8000  feet. 
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49th  Bombardment  Squadron  - Ry  It. Jack  W . Wood;  Capt  Cecil  G. Sellers, 

Lieut  s . Thornes,  Bently,  Gee  r end  '‘Warrant  Officer  Bred  shew  flew  record  bombing.' 
missions  Monday  and  Tuesday,  using  nine  100  round  bombs  for  each  mission. 

The  new  officers  have  been  getting  in  most  of  their  flying  time  this  week 
in  AT-5*  s loaned  through  the  courtesy  of  ■ the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School. 

Lieut.  Vance  had  a.  forced  landing,  Wednesday,  in  an  AT -5 . Lieut.  Me- 
Kit  man  tactfully  explained  to  him  afterwards  that  he  shouldn't  kick  the  alti- 
tude adjustment  opeji  with  his  knees  getting  into  the  shin. 

The  C-l-C  came  into  service  again  this  week-end  with  a new  heavy  duty  motor 
installed  and  took  the  following  officers  to  their  respective  destinations: 

Lieut.  Tucker  to  Baltimore,  Lieut.  Bentley  to  Philadelphia  and  several  officers 
from  other  squadrons  to  other  points  along  the  route. 

. Lieut . Vance  took  a PT-1  to  Fredericksburg,  Md. 

Rockwell  ^jeld,  Coronado,  Calif.,  May  1st  : : 

Eight  members  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  going  in  pairs,  ferried  new 
P-12  .'Seeing  Pursuit  airplanes  from  Sand  Point  Airdrome , Seattle,  Wash.,  to  Rock- 
well Field.  The  first  two  P-12  airplanes,  ferried  by  Cant.  Flmendorf  and  Lieut. 
J.G, Hopkins,  made  the  trip  down  in  one  day,  leaving  Seattle  at  6 A.M.  and  ar-  . 
riving  at  Rockwell  Field  6 P.M.  The  other  pilots  went  up  in  'the  following  order: 
Lieuts.  A. F. Roth  and  J.E  .Mallory;  Lieuts.  K.J.  Gregg  and  S.L,  Meadow  and  Lieuts. 

. I . A. Woodring  and  F . A .Eolter . Washington  and  Oregon  were  pretty  cold  and  wet, 
for  most  of  the  oilots,  each  of  whom  at  one  time  or  another  for  all  the  time) 
wished  for  some  of  the  sunshine  to  be  found  at  Rockwell  Field. 

The  officers  of  the  Post  are  still  having  exercise  period  in  the  afternoons 
from  three  to  four  o'clock.  Attendance  has  fallen  off  somewhat  due  to  the  extra 
work  of  preparing  for  maneuvers,  but  there  are  always  enough  present  for  tennis 
and  "work-up"  baseball,  if  nothing' else . 

The  following  officers,  from  various  fields,  visited  Rockwell  Field  recently 

From  the.  "Viar  Zone":  The  following  pilots  came  in  from  Fort  TJuaehuca,  Ariz  . 
where  they  are  temporarily  stationed,  Ca.pt  . Re i sen,  home  station,  Fort  Crockett, 
in  an  A-3;  Lieuts.  Haney,  Hudson,  pf Buffer  and  Pratt  in  02-F*  s , home  station, 

Dodd  Field.  From  all  reports  there  is  not  much  doing  in  the  "War  Zone". 

Lieut.  Knapp  cam*  through  ferrying  a new  02-K  to  Brooks  Field. 

Lieut.  C.V.  Haynf  s,  Air  Corns,  now  on  duty  with  the  Rational  Guard  ferried 
an  02-C  from  Rockwell  Field,  to  Seattle,  Wash. 

. Ma  j . H.B.Clagett ,.  Air  Officer  of  the  Ninth  Corps  Area.,  and  Maj.  A. L. Sneed, 
Commanding  Officer  of  Rockwell  Field,  have  been  firing  the  course  in  machine  gun 
fire  from  Pursuit  ships.  For  several  days  they  got  up  with  the  sun,  in  order  to 
fire  while  air  conditions  were  most  favorable. 

Major-General  John  L.  Hines,  Commanding  General  of  the  Ninth  Corps  Area, 
accompanied  by  Col.  A.L.  Singleton,  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Plans  and  Train- 
ing, arrived  at  Rockwell  Field  on  April  19th,  for  purpose  of  inspecting  the  Post. 
General  Hines  'gave  an  interesting  talk  to  the  assembled  officers,  and  later 
watched  formation  work  performed  by  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  and  11th  Bombard- 
ment Squadron.  General  TTines  spoke  fa.verably  of  the  work  of  these  Squadrons. 

Major  Henry  P.  Carter,  Medical  Corps,  Assistant  Surgeon,  Headquarters,  Ninth 
Corps  Area,  arrived  on  April  10th,  for  purpose  of  making  annual  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tion of  Rockwell  Field. 

Three  LB-7  planes  of  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron,  carrying  nine  officers 
and  six  enlisted  men  of  this  organization , made  a cross-country  flight  to 
Phoenix  .and  Tucson,  Ariz.,  on  the  19th.  The  flight  left  Rockwell  .Field  on  the 
19th,  and  arrived  at  Phoenix,  2 hours  and  40  minutes  later.  On  the  20th  the 
flight  arrived  at  Tucson  and  returned  to  Rockwell  Field  on  the  21st. 

1st  Lieut.  Archie  FI 'Roth,  Air-Res.;  who  has  been  'a  member  of  the-  95th  pur- 
suit Squadron,  since  July  1, '1928,  requested  to  be  relieved  from  active  duty  be- 
fore the  end  of  his  year's  period  for  business  reasons.  He  is  returning  to  his 
position  on  the  sales  force  of  the  Black  arid  Decker  Company,  Portland,  Oregon. 

It  is  regretted  that  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  ’’Rcth  could'  riot  "nave  stayed  for  at 
least  another  year's  active  duty.  3oth  made  a host  of  friends  in  social -acti- 
vities, and  it  has  always  been  a.  pleasure  to  deal  with  "Archie"  in  a business 
way(paying  telephone  bills  for  instance).  Lieut.  Roth  has  been  Post  Signal  Of- 
ficer in  addition  to  his. other  duties  as  a member  of  the  95th '‘Pursuit  Squadron. 

On  April  23rd,  Mrs.  j.E .Mallory  and  Mrs.  N.H.  Ives,  were  hostesses  at  - an 
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afternoon  bridge  party  given  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Roth  at  the  Officers'  Club.  An 
enjoyable  tine  was  had  by  all  present,  nearly  all  of  the  ladies  of  the  Post  at- 
tending . 

On  the  evening  of  Aoril  26th,  Cant,  and  Mrs.  Elmendorf  gave  a farewell  din- 
ner and  bridge  party  in  honor  of  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Roth.  The  guests  assembled  at. 
the  Elmendorf '.s  quarters  before  the  party  and  then  drove  to  Coronado,  to  the 
"Blue  Lantern  Inn".  Dinner  was  enjoyed  and  then  the  guests  adjourned  to  the  par- 
ty  room  and  played  progressive  bridge  until  a late  hour. 

At  Officers'  meeting  on  April  29th,  it  was  decided  to  discontinue  "Officers 
Unit  Training  School",  until  after  maneuvers.  The  course  in  "Army  Mess  Manage- 
ment" at  this  writing  has  been  completed  although  the  final  examination  in  this 
course  has  not  been  taken,  and  at  present  the  course  in  "Combat  Orders"  is  be- 
ing started. 

Plans  have  been  started  for  the  Second  Annual  Rockwell  Air  Depot  picnic,  to 
be  held  at  Lc  Monte.  Park,  Calif.,  some  time  during  the  month  of  May.  Lieut.  C.P, 
Ka.ne  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  committees,  and  the  various  committees  are 
working  hard  and  earnestly  to  make  this  picnic  a success  in  every  way. 

1st  Lieut.  E.C. Batten  and  2nd  Lieut.  H.R. Baxter,  Air  Corps,  de-oarted,  via 
rail,  from  Rockwell  Field,  to  Bristol,  penna . , on  May  1st,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  and  ferrying  two  LB-7  airplanes  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  re-porting  upon  ar- 
rival thereat  to  the  Commanding  Officer,  11th  Bombardment  Squadron,  for  tempor- 
ary duty  to  participate  in  Air  Corps  demonstrations  and  the  Command  and  Staff 
Exercises  to  be  held  in  the  Fifth  Corps  Area,  during  the  period,  May  14th  to  27t' 
inclusive.  Upon  completion  of  this  duty  Lieuts.  Batten  and  Baxter  will  return 
to  their  proper  station,  Rockwell  Field. 

Lieut.  E.M.  Robbins,  Station  Supply  Officer  of  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot  and 
Mr.  Charles  S.  Kingston,  civilian  employee  of  the  Station  Supply,  are  now  at 
Wright  Field,  Ohio,  studying  new  property  accounting  system  for  the  Station 
Supply.  The  Depot  Supply  Department  is  looking  forward  to  sending  personnel 
from  that  department  as  soon  as  Wright  Field  is  ready  to  instruct  in  the  new 
accounting  system  for  Depot  Supply  Activities.  All  of  the  equipment  in  .connec- 
tion with  the  new  system,  consisting  of  Moon-Hookins  Billing  Machines,  stands 
and  filing  cabinets  was  received. 

Bolling  Field,  D.C.,  April  18th 

Cant  . Ernest  Clark  reported  for  duty  at  this  station  on  March  18th  and  took 
command  of  the  Air  Corps  Detachment,  relieving  Capt . Devery. 

Lt . Robertson  reported  for  duty  on  March  12th,  having  been  transferred  from 
the  9th  Observation  Group  at  Mitchel  Field. 

On  March  24th,  Lieut.  R-T.Zame  landed  at  Bolling  Field  in  an  Amphibian.  At 
the  present  time  he  is  on  leave  and  is  flying  this  -plane  for  the  McFadden  Com- 
pany of  New  York  City.  Re  expects  to  continue'  this  work  for  about  two  weeks  be- 
fore reporting  for  duty  at  Self ridge  Field. 

Lieut . -Stranat ban,  who  reported  for  dirty  here  on  March  5th,  was  assigned  as 
Detachment  Supply  Officer  and  Assistant  Operations  Officer.  Print  to  reporting 
here  he  was  stationed  at  Langley  Field  since  his  graduation  from  Kelly  Field. 

On  March  28th  the  new  Asst.  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  Hurley,  left  Bolling 
Field  in  an  0-1  no  we  red  with  a new  1570  motor,  -piloted  by  Lt  . L.K.  Merrick,  on 
an  inspection  trip  to  the  Rock  Island  Arsenal,  Rock  Island,  111. 

Mr.  Hurley  stomped  at  Wright  Field  and  inspected  the  new  buildings,  etc., 
and  from  there  he  went  to  South  I£nd,  Ind . , and  to  Rock  Island  where  he  inspect- 
ed the  Post.  The  Secretary  returned  to  Bolling  Field  on  March  31st. 

The  Curtiss  Company  recently  loaned  this  station  a Curtiss  Oriole  for  use 
and  test  by  the  Officers  of  the  Station  and  those  in  the  Chief's  Office.  Many 
officers  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  giving  rides  in  this  plane 
to  some  of  their  friends  who  would  not  have  the  privilege  of  riding  in  Govern- 
ment ships. 

Bolling  Field  expected  to  have  a severe  wind  storm  on  April  1st,  similar 
to  the  one  experienced  last  month,  when  a number  of  the  panels  were  blown  off 
the  hangars. 

The  Uavy  brought  several  ships  over  here  to  our  hangars  in  order  to  pre- 
vent their  being  blown  away. 

At  the  time,  of  writing  the  river  is  slowly  receding  from  an  unusual  high 
level  which  at  one  tine  threatened  to  inundate  the  whole  flying  field. 
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S-Sgt  . Jacob  Stein  reported  here  for  duty  on  April  5th,  having  completed 
a "tour  of'  Foreign  Service  in  the  Canal  Zone. 

On  March. 28th  a successful  dance  war  held  by  the  Detachment  in  the  Officers' 
Club,  about  seventy  couples  attending.  Everything  went  off  so  well  on  April 
13th,  another  dance  was  held  with  approximately  the;  same  number  in  attendance. 

A Smoker  was  held  in  the  Mess  Fall  on,  April  ^ 2nd  honoring  1st  Sgt . Michael 
Garvin,  who  retired  on  that  date.  Artistic  talenfe-.rwfae  furnished  for  the  occa- 
sion by  the  Post  Orchestra,  some  local  artists  and  tW;' distinguished  visitors 
from  nearby  Fort  Washington. 

S-Sgt . James  Fallon  was  promoted  to  1st  Sgt.  vice  Sgt.  Garvin,  retired. 
Unfortunately,  his  well  deserved  promotion  causes  considerable  consternation 
to  the  baseball  team.  But  they'll  get  by. 

For  a few  days  here  we  sweltered  under  a Summer  sun  with  the  mercury  around 
90  degrees  in  the  shade.  Lawn  mowc ps.. -whir red  and  screens  were  rushed  out  from*-- 
their  winter  storage.  It  didn't  last  very  long,  however,  and  those  who  put 
away  their  winter  woolens  reluctantly  dragged  them  out  again. 

The  baseball  team  started  the  season  off  well  with  two  wins  over  Company 
teams  from  Fort  Washington.  The  first  game  was  played  ht -Ft  . Washington  in  a 
cold  drizzle  and  the  second  was  on  the  home  lot  with  weather  conditions  not  much 
better.  • t . 

France  Field,  Panama.  Canal  Zone,  April  9th  ",  . . • ■ ' 

1st  Lieut s.  Parmon,  Davidson,  Bushley  peprey  and  2nd1  Tdeut  . John  U.  Jones  ; 
will  represent  France  Field  at  the  National  Gunnery  and  -Bombing  Matches  at 
Langley  Field  this  year. 

The  course  in  Small  Arms  Target  Practice  with  the  .45  caliber  Automatic 
Pistol  is  now  being  held  at  this  station  and  from,  all  indications  .the  percentage 
of  qualification  this  year  will  be  higher  than  ever  before. 

One  hundred  recruits  who  arrived  on  the  last  transport  reported  for  assign- 
ment. Due  to  the  lack  of  barrack  space  for  them,  a tent  city  was  erected,  a 
provisional  recruit  camp  organized,  and  for  the  past  four  weeks  all  we  could  r,  ■ 
hear  was  "Squads  East"  and  "Squads  West"  . 

The  Baseball-- season  and  the  dry  season  ended  about  the  same  time.  We  didn't 
do  so  well  in  baseball,  but  we  have  fond  hopes  of  winning  the  Basketball  Cup. 

Say'.  You  should  see  our  Trophy*.  Yes,  Sir t We  have  just  added  a cup  to 
our  collection,  4 silver  medals  and  4 bronze  medals  for  boxing,  2 gold  medals 
for  winning  the  Department  Pistol  Competition,  also  2 bronze  medals  for  swim- 
ming  and  jumping.  This  has  been  our  banner  year  in  athletics  and,  from  all 
indications,  our  athletics  are  going  to  be  hard,  to  keep  up  with  this  year. 

During  the  month  of  March,  eleven  planes  of  the  Pan-American  Airways  were 
taken  care  of  upon  their  arrival  at. this  station.  France  Field  is  becoming  a 
prominent  Commercial  Airport . . . 

Through  the  .courtesy  of  Mr.  Donald  Duke',  formerly  Lieutenant,  Air  Corps, 
the  wives  of  practically  every  officer  and  N.C.O.  were  given  joy  rides  in  the 
Ford  and  Sikorsky  Cabin  Planes . ; 

Pursuant  to  authority  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  fifteen  enlisted  men 
were  transferred  from  the  various  squadrons  of  the.  Group  to  the  Panama,  Air  De- 
pot Detachment,'  as  follows:  3 Master  Sergeants,  2 Technical  Sergeants ,,  5:  Staff 
Sergeants,  1 Sergeant  AM  1st  Class,  3 Corporals  AM  1st  Class  and  1. Corporal 
without  AM  rating.  All  of  them  are  to  be  the  key  men  in  the  various,  departments 
of  the  Depot.  . 

The  N.C.O's  transferred  were  Master  Sergeants  E.  Cote,  F . B. .Haney  and  K. 
Wajdowicz  . Tech.  Sgts.  H'.  Glasscock,.  F.  Tup  per,  Staff  Sgt  s . v -DltJncIen , C .0 . . ■ 
Miller,  G.B. Scott,  ,C.-L.  Ham  s her,  H.F,  Watson,  Sgt  . A.Everdell,  Cpls...  D-.C;  -v- 
Farmer  and  A.O.  Grist. 

Capt . A.F.  Herold  was  detailed  as  Executive  Officer  of  the  Depot  and  Lieut . 
H.C.  Downey  as  Chief  Engineering  Officer,  with  Licuts.  P. . B .Will dams'  pnd-^ .C". 
Jamison  as  Assistants.  ...  - ' 

Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif-,  April  16th 

The  11th  Bombardment  Squadron  flew  in  formation  over  Rockwell  Field  in 
real  Bombers  - LB-7*  s - for  the  first  time  on  April  12th.  The  three-  huge  Key- 
stone panthers,  powered  by  P & W "Hornets",  caused  considerable  attention  to  be 
directed  skyward  as  they  roared  over  Coronado  and  vicinity  on  their  premier 
flight . 
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Ten  pilots  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  qualified  as  "Expert11  in  the  record 
Aerial-  Gunnery  Firing  'tiust  completed . Fifteen  pilots  shot  the  course,  and  the 
five  who  failed  to  make  "Expert"  easily  qualified  .-for  the  "Sharpshooter"  rating. 
The  scores  were- all  higher  than  expected,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  1917  ammuni- 
tion was  used  in  Model  19.18  Machine  Guns  mounted  in  PW-9  airplanes. 

Ei'gntoen  applicants  fo'r  Flying  Cadet  Examination  appeared  at  Rockwell  Field. 
Aoril  9th,  and  were  examined  by  local  board.  ■ pr  • -y  : 

Lieut.  *7.  C.  Kingsbury,  ferrying  an  LB-7  from  the  Keystone  Aircraft  Corp . , 
arrived  at  Rockwell  Field  on  April  3rd.  ••-.«,».  \ . t « 

Lieut.  Odas  Moon,  also  ferrying  an  LB-7  from  the  same  factory,  arrived  at 
Rockwell  Field  on  April  5th. 

Lieut.  Eugene  C.  Batten,  ferrying  an  LB-7  from  Aberdeen  Proving  Ground, Md., 
arrived  at  Rockwell  Field  on  April  11th. 

These  three  LB-7  Bombers  are  assigned  to  the  11th  Bombardment  Souadron . 

Major  Renry  B.  Carter,  Medical  Corps,  Hq . 9th  Corps  Area,  arrived  at  Rock- 
well Field,  April  10th,  for  purpose  of  making  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  post. 

Lieut  s . B.R.  Dallas  and  C .E  .Thomas,  Jr.,  recently  departed  from  Rockwell 
Air  Depot,  via  rail,  to  the  San  Antonio  Depot,  to  ferry  two  PT-1  -planes  to  this 
Station.  They  returned  on  April  14th. 

Mr.  Walter  S.  MacDonald,  electrical  engineer  and  Signal  Service  at  Large, 
arrived  at  Rockwell  Field,  on  April  9th,  for  r purpose  -of  making  preliminary  sur- 
vey in  connection  with  the  new  telephone  system. 

Mr.  J.M.  Bailey,  Aeronautical  Mechanical  Engineer , Superintendent  of  the 
Engine  Repair  and  Machine  Shoo, ‘ Rockwell  Air  Depot;  left,  April  15th,  for  tem- 
porary duty  at  Materiel  Division,  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  purpose  of  studying  the 
method  used  at  V, right  Field,  for  installing  new  valve  seats  in  Wright  "E"  en- 
gines with  a view  to  the  adoption  of  similar  methods  at  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot, 

Orders  were  received  for  1st  Lieut;  E.M.  Robbins,  Station  Supply  Officer 
of  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot,  and  Charles  Kingston,  civilian  employee,  to  proceed 
by, rail  to  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  temporary  duty  for  purpose  of . confer- 
ence , observing - and  receiving  instructions  in  the  operation  of  the  machine  book- 
keeping system  now  installed  at  Wright  Field.  • •. 

San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  April  24th  . o 

At  the  invitation  of  .the  San-  Antonio  Chapter  of  the  national  Aeronautic 
Association,  the  Depot  Commander,  Lieut  .-Col .- Jame s.  A.  Mars,  was  the  speaker  on 
the  evening  of  April  10th,  on  the  Subject,  "Some  problems  in  Connection  with 
Maintenance ■' of  ‘ Airplane s"  , for  the  Weekly  Radio  Aviation  Lecture,  given  under 
the  auspices ' of"  the  Ban  Antonio  Chapter  over  Station  EES  A in  San  Antonio. 

Mr  M D-.G-.  Richardson , Operations  Manager  of ' Pan-American  Airwavs , Inc  . , . of 
Mexico  City,  was  a visitor  at  this  Depot  on  April  6th.  r-y.<  - 

1st'  Lieut-;  '-'Jamt  s E.  Duke,  Jr.,  A.  C.,  of  Self  ridge -Field,  ■ and  formerly  a 
member  of  the-  Depot  'command,  called  at  this  De  pot  on  April  16th,  renewing  old 
acquaintances,  while  on  a visit  to  this  vicinity.- 

Among  recent' visitors  at  the  Depot,  were  the  following  Air  Corps  off  icers, 
obtaining  planes  turned: put  by  the  Depot-; 

Lieuts.  Burnie  R.  Dallas  and  Charles  E.  Thomas-,  Jr.,  Arril  11th-,  ferrying 
PT-1  • s back  to  their  home  station,  Rockwell  Field-,  ' , - 

Capts.  Robert  Ka.uch  and  S.A.  Blair,  and  Lieut v John  A-  Laird,  Jr.,  from 
Wright  Field,  April  15th,  piloting  three  PT-l's  to  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot. 

..  Lieuts.  F .P . Kehhy,”  Ray  R.  Clark,  •‘•and  James  A.  Ronin,  from  Rockwell  Field, 
ferrying  three  PT-l'  s tc  that  Field,.  April  20th. 

During  the  month- of'.  March  .the  Engineering  Department  of  the  Depot  over- 
hauled and  repaired  10  A-3,  5 Pl-D,  1^P1-E,  2 DF-4M-1,.  1 DH-4M-1T,  1 DH-4m-2P, 

3 DH-4M-2T , l’oi,  1 02.RB,'  1 Q2-C , ,t  1 02-M4,  1 0-11,  8 PT-1,  Total  36 

Airplanes';  and  14  .Cur.tiss  D-12,  and  17  Wright.  J-5,  Total,'  31  engines. 

March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  March  18th 

March  Field*  s enlisted  men  may  again  begin  studying  in  the  nea.r  future 
their  "three  F1  s".  - >■  ;•-■  • 

At  a conference -recently  between  forty  soldiers,-  Chaplain- C .F . Greener  of 
the  Post,  and- Sup-t  ; -T-ra  C ..  La.ndis  of  the  city  school  department , plans  were, 
evolved  froih  -which:, rtfay  grow  a night  school' to  begin  shortly  if  arrangement s can 
be  comoleted. 
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Before  the  next  meeting  is  held,  Capt ..  Graese-r  will  melee  a survey  at  the 
Post  to  determine  the  demand  for  the  school  and  what  facilities  could  "be  offered 

It  is  intended  that  the  Army  men  make  the  school  self-supporting  and  the 
School  Department  here  will  cooperate  fully,  the  Superintendent  assured  the  of- 
ficer. He  declared  that  the  forty  men  present  si  erne  d "greatly  in  earnest". 

Where  the  School  will  he  conducted  is  a.  point  yet  to  he  determined,  it  being 
undecided  whether  to  bring  the  men  here  or  take  the  teachers  to  March  Field. 

The  instructors,  it  was  agreed,  will  he  hired  by  the  students. 

The  Post  League  baseball  schedule  is  now  in  full  swing.  Three  games  were 
played  with  the  following  results:  On  April  X2th  the  54th  Squadron  defeated 
the  53rd  Squadron,  8 to  5;  on  the  15th  the  47th  swamped  the  70th,  30  to  9;  on 
the  16th  the  54th  bested  the  Headquarters  team,  10  to  2. 

.Lieut  . Frederick 'V  ,H. Kimble  ' s classy  March  Field  Flying  Cadets  turned  out 
for  their  first-  practice  of  the  night  ball  season  at  the  Post.  They  utilized 
their  basketball  floor  in  one  of  the  hangars  for  the  workout. 

The  Cadets,  despite  their  greenness  to  the  sport,  are  expected  to  make  a 
strong  showing  in  the  American  League  schedule,  as  practically  every  one  of  then 
has  had  some  sports  experience  in  their  college  career.  In  addition,  they  are 
required  to  be  in  a most  fit  condition  at  all  times.  The  lack  of  a lighted 
field  at  the  Post  may  handicap-  Lieut.  Kimble  's  cohorts  somewhat,  but  it  is 
believed  that  later  on  they  will  arrange  to  practice  on  an  outdoor  diamond. 

For  games  that  do  not  conflict  with  Roy  Hunt's  squad,  the  Cadets  will  use  the 
locale-stadium,  and  when  it  is  in  use  they  have  arranged  to  play  on  the  Colton 
Field. 

Crissy  Field,  presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  May  1st 

By  way  of  apology  for  Crissy  Field's  negligence  in  participating  in  Hews 
Letter  activities  during  the  past  few  months.,  it  might  be  said  that  due  to 
the  fact  that  this  Field  has  been  short  handed  up  to  the  present  time  and  has 
suffered  from  constant  change  of  personnel,  no  officer  was  found  available  to 
carry  on  this  work.  How  that  the  Squadron  has  a full  complement  of  officers, 
it  is  once  again  able  to  nick  up  the  loose  ends  which  have  been  left  dangling. 

Following  the  inspection  on  October -23rd  last  the  Chief  of  Staff,  Major- 
General  Chas.  P.  Summer all,  he  directed  the  Commanding  Officer,  Lieut. -Col. 
Gerald  C.  Brant,  to  express  to  his  command  his,  the  General’s,  sincere  appre- 
ciation of  the  excellent  condition  of  the  equipment,  buildings  and  grounds, 
at  this  Field  and,  in  addition,  to  compliment  the  personnel  of  the  Field  on 
their  excellent  appearance. 

We  regret  very  much  seeing  the  project  for  the  enlargement  of  this  Field 
fall  through  for  the  lack  of  appropriated  funds.  The  project  called  for  the 
building  of  a seawall  and  fill  which  would  have  made  a good  field  out  of  the 
present  one.  It  is  hoped  that  at  some  future  date  this  project  will  be  carried 
out . 

The  Commanding  Officer  recently  led  a .'formation  of  five  planes  up  to 
Hava.to  in  Marin  County  to  inspect  the  airdrome  site  offered  the  Government  at 
this  town.  The  C .0  and  his  boys  were  entertained  a.t  lunch,  and  as  a memento 
of  the  occasion  each  pilot  was  presented  a pair  of  leather  flying  mittens. 

An  item  worthy  of  interest  is  the  fact'  that  Lieut  .•  Ma  it  land  dropped  in  the 
other  day,  having  traveled  across  the  continent  commercially.  Say,  that  is 
wire  traveling  in  style*.  How  does  it  feel  to  be  a passenger,  Lester? 

Capt . David  A.  Myfrs,  Flight  Surgeon,  is. busily  engaged  these  days  sorting 
Cadet  material.  Doc  is  happy,  naturally. 

Keen  interest  is  shown  in  the  Sunday  trap  shooting  sponsored  by-ht . -Col . 
Brant.  Several  good  shoots  have  been  held  so  far,  and  the  coming  shoot  promises 
to  be  a "wow" . The  Colonel  has  had  some  aluminum  birds  made,  and  we  expect  to 
get  much  enjoyment  cut  of  watching  the  crack, shots  try  to  break  them. 

Planes  and  pilots  from  this  Squadron. have  been  engaged  lately  in  coopera- 
tive missions  with  the  Coast  Defense  outfits  here  in  the  Bay  region.  This  spot- 
ting is  interesting  work,  but  one  cannot  help  but  wonder  what  a good  airplane 
bomb  would  do  to  the  target. 

Lieut s.  J.R.  Hargrove  and  G.W.  Hansen  attended  the  Joint  Army  and  Havy 
Maneuvers  held  at  Rockwell  Field.  Very  satisfactory  results  were  obtained. 

These  contacts  help  a lot  to  get  better  acquainted  with  our  fellow  Havy  pilots. 

We  are  not  boasting  at  all,  but  we  feel  sort  of  proud,. of  cur  formation 
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flying  out  here  these  days.  It  sort  of  makes  one  feel  good  to  see  photos  of 
the  91st  formations  in  the  papers,  especially  when  they  appear  in  the  Hew  York 
Times. 

The  boundaries  of  Crissy  Field  will  be  extended  appre.cia.bly  when  the  old 
Engineering,  buildings  on  the  east  side  of  the  field  are  removed  and  the  land 
levelled.  This  provision  will  help  the  cross  wind  landing  situation  to  a 
marked  Ssctent  „ 

We  also  have  a new  gymnasium  here  now, having  converted  one  of  the  old  Re- 
serve Hangars  into  such.  The  officers  of  this  Command  are  becoming  quite  ex- 
pert at  Volley  Ball. 

We  arc  all  very  much  interested  here  at  Crissy  Field  in  watching  the  de- 
velopment of  the  Air  Depot  situation.  The  Bay  Cities  seem  very  generous  in 
■their  offer  of  the  Alameda  site,  and  on  the  face  of  it  this  site  seems  the 
"logical  one  for  a large  Army  Air  Corps  Base. 

Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  April  30th 

Lieut.  Harvey  H.  Holland,  Air  Corps,  instructor  in  Navigation,  Meteorology, 
and  Maps,  in  the  Department  3-round  Instruction,  was  granted  two  months’  academic 
leave  of  absence  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  his  home  at  Axton,  Virginia.  Lt . 
Holland ' expects  to  leave,  June  10th. 

Lieut.  Lewis  A.  Dayton,  A.C.,  who  recently  reported  tc  the  post,  was  as- 
signed to  the  11th  School  Croup  Hdqrs . He  will  assume  the  duties  of  Post  Ad- 
jutant, relieving  1st  Lt . Max  T.  Schneider,  who  has  been  Adjutant  since  the 
transfer  of  1st  Lieut.  Dayton  D.  Watson. 

Congressman  Melvil  J.  Maas,  of  Minn.,  who  spent  the  past  several  weeks  at 
Brooks  Field,  studying  the  training  system  at  the  :Air  Corns  primary  Flying 
Schools  with  a view  to  inaugurating  a similar  system  for  R.O.T.C.  units  a.t 
Colleges  and  Universities,  left  thft  Field  at  5;00  A.M.,  Friday  for  Washington 
in  an  02-K.  Major  C.B.  Oldfield,  Assistant  Commandant  of  the  A.C.P.F.S.,  was 
pilot  of  the  plane  . 

Monday,  April  15th,  was  set  as  the  day  for  the  change  from  woolen  to  cot- 
ton uniforms  at  Brooks  Field.  Due  to  the  fact  that  the  cotton  uniform  will  not 
retain  its  color  when  washed  and  to  the  fact  that  it  does  not  present  the  neat 
appearance  of  the  heavier  woolen  uniform,  the  woolen  uniform  may  still  be  worn 
ty  members  of  the  command  when  on  pass  or  away  from  the  post. 

Mr. Sgt.  Erwin  H.  Nichols,  11th,  who  has  gained  much  publicity  recently 
through  his  invention  of  a new  type  parachute,  and  father  of  the  idea  of  drop- 
ping machine  guns  and  crews  via  the  parachute,  is  spending  a month’s  leave  at 
his  home  in  San  Antonio. 

Lieut.  Alva  L.  Harvey,  A. C.,  was  assigned  as  Athletic  Officer  for  the  Por". 

Lieut.  Glenn  L.  Davasher,  Air  Corps,  left  by  air  for  Denver  on  April  14th, 
returning  April  23d. 

A cross-country  training;  flight,  composed  of  Lt . Rodieck  with  Major  Greene, 
M.C.  as  passenger;  Lt . Randall  with  Sgt  . Ritter  as  passenger,  and  Lt  . Flannery 
with  Sgt.  Canedy  as  passenger,  flew  to  Port  O’Connor,  Texas,  Saturday,  April 
13th,  returning  Sunday  afternoon. 

Lt . Dyer,  with  Lt . Calvert,  M.C.,  as  passenger,  and  Lt . Harris  with  Lt . 
Turner  as  passenger,  flew  to  Galveston,  Texas,  Saturday,  returning,  Sunday 
afternoon,  April  14th. 

Lt . A.L.  Harvey,  with  Sgt.  Macomber  as  passenger,  flew  to  Galveston,  Texas, 
Saturday , returning,  Sunday,  April  14th. 

Lt . Glenn,  Assistant  Operations  Officer,  in  charge  of  training, flew  to 
Sweetwater,  Texas,  Saturday,  returning  Sunday  afternoon,  April  14th. 

Lt . Chennault,  Operations  Officer,  and  Director  of  Flying  with  Lt . Harper, 
as  passenger,  flew  to  Goliad;  Texas,  Saturday,  returning,  Sunday,  AApril  14th. 

Lt..  Pout  hit  with  Pvt . P.M.  McCormick  as  passenger,  flew  to  Dallas,  Texas, 
Saturday,,  returning,  Sunday  afternoon,  April,  14th. 

.Fairfdeld  Air  Depot,  Fairfield,  Ohio,  April  2-0th 

- Capt . A.H.  Thiessen  with  Lt . Chas . 7»  . O'Connor,  as  pilot,  visited  the  fal- 
lowing places  during  the  first  part  of  April  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting 
Meteorological  Stations  and  observing  how  the  weather  information  was  put  out, 
returning  to  the  Depot  on  April  13th;  Burgess  Field,  Cumberland  Landing  Field, 
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Bolling  Field,  Mitchel  Field,  Boston  Airport  and  Middletown  Air  Depot.  Fine 
weather  was  experienced  in  general  throughout  the  entire  trip,  the  weather  de- 
laying them  only  half  a day  at  Langley  and  one  day  at  Mitchel.  The  only  inci- 
dent during  tne  trip  was  a.  forced  landing  due  to  a dense  fog  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fort  Monmouth. 

Lt . Mark  H.  Redman  left, April  19th  to  ferry  a p-1  to  Middletown  Air  Depot. 
He  will  return  by  rail. 

Lt . Chas . W.  O'Connor' left,  April  20th  in  a Douglas  0-2  to  visit  the  fol- 
lowing fields  for  the  purpose  of  conference  and  inspection  of  the  Engineering 
activities:  Bowman  Field,  McConnells  Field,  Maxwell  Field  and  Fort  Bragg. 

Lt . L.B  Savage,  the  very  popular  and  efficient  Quartermaster  at  this  Post, 
received  orders  to  report  to  the  Quartermaster  School  at  philadephia  on  Aug. 15th 

Col.  Rojas,  with  two  lieutenants  of  the  Mexican  Army,  ferried  three  Fought 
Corsairs  from  New  York  to  Fairfield  Air  Depot  on  April  12th.  Lt . James  H. 
Doolittle,  of  Mitchel  Field,  escorted  them".  Lt . Duke  from  Selfridge  Field  es- 
corted the  same  group  from  Fairfield  Air  Depot  to  Texas. 

Capt  . Edward  Laughlin,  Commanding  Officer,  went  by  rail  on  April  10th  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  to  confer  with  Major  Kennedy,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Build- 
ings and  Grounds  Section  in  the  Office  0f  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps.  He  re- 
turned to  this  station  on  April  13th. 

Capt.  Edward  Laughlin  ferried  a P-1  to  Selfridge  Field  and  attended  the 
All-American  Aircraft  Show  at  Detroit  on  April  15th. 

Lt . 0.0.  Niergarth,  in  ferrying  a ship  from  Maxwell  Field  to  Fairfield  Air 
Depot,  had  a dead  stick  landing  at  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  on  April  11th.  He  land- 
ed without  mishap  to  himself  or  the  ship. 

Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111,  Apr.  30th 

On  April  8th  Lieuts.  Roberson,  Fishback,  Warren  and  O'Neal  flew  a formation 
of  three  0-2' s to  Rockford,  111.,  for  the  purpose  of  participating  in  ceremonies 
given  .to  Capt.  Einar  Lundborg  of  the  Royal  Swedish  Air  Force.  Lieut.  Towle  flew 
a PW-9  over,  and  the  whole  flight  returned  the  next  day. 

The  enlisted  personnel  of  the  Air  Corps  Supply  at  this  station  were  flown 
over  to  Dayton  in  a C-l  transport  for  the  purpose  of  acquainting-  themselves 
with  various  activities  of  7/right  Field.  Every  one  enjoyed  the  trip  thorough- 
ly and,  needless  to  say,  it  proved  very  instructive . 

The  Chanute  Field  athletes  came  away  second  best  at  the  Sixth  Corps  Area 
Indoor  Athletic  Meet  held  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  March  25-30.  Teams  from  Self- 
ridge Field,  Scott  Field,  Fort  Sheridan,  Jefferson  Barracks  and  Chanute  Field 
competed  for  the  honors  in  Boxing  and  Basketball. 

In  the  Boxing  events  Chanute  Field  won  two  first  places  by  knockouts  and 
lost  two  by  forfeit  because  of  overweight.  Jefferson  Barracks  won  one  first 
place  by  a knockout  and  two  on  the  forfeit  matches  lost  by  Chanute.  Scott 
Field  won  two  firsts  by  knockouts,  Cummings,  a middleweight,  doing  some  of  the 
most  active  slugging  ever  seen  in  any  bout.  Sgt . Jack  Adams  easily  put  Plopper 
of  the  Barracks  away  for  the  long  count  in  the  first  few  seconds  of  the  final 
bout.  Antrim,  flyweight,  and  Hutchings,  welterweight,  of  Chanute  Field,  show- 
ed their  superiority  in  their  divisions  without  any  doubt . 

The  Chanute  Flyers,  one  of  the  best  Basketball  t*  ams  ever  turned  out  by 
any  Army  Post  or  School  either,  after;  having  won  twenty-five  out  of  thirty 
games  played  during  the  season,  lost  to  the  Barracks  in  the  final  game. 

All  in  all,  the  spirit  of  the  contestants  and  their  attitude  to  one  anoth- 
er upheld  the  traditions  of  Army  athletics  — that  of  fair  play  and  clean  sport- 
manship.  The  boys  who  -battled  through  the  preliminaries  and  semi-finals  de- 
serve great  credit  for?  'thfeir  sporting  conduct. 

The  final  scoring  of  the  meet  was  a.s  follows: 

First  - Jefferson  Barracks 
Second  - Chanute  Field 
Third  - Scott  Field  _ 

Fourth  - Fort  Sheridan  , ; ; ; 

Fifth  - Self  ridge  Field  ; 

Capt.  Edmund  Hill,  and  Lieut.  He  aid -left  this  field  on  the  30th  for  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  to  participate  in  the  balloon  races  there. 

On  April  13th,  ten  enlisted,  men-,  IL.S.A.,  graduated  from  the  Parachute 
Course.  Staff  Sgt.  Frank  W.  Young,  118th  Obs.  Sq  . , Conn.  N.G.,  also  completed 
this  course  . 
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On  April  ;20th,-'five  enliste  d men,  U .S  .A.,-  end  -.Lie  ut . Mauricib.  Tellez,. 
Guatemalan  Army,,  comple ted  the -course  'for  General  Mechanics  and  Aircraft  Welders. 

Four  enlisted  men,  U.S.A.,  completed  the  Radio  .Mechanics  and' Operators 
course  on  April  -20.th. 

Twelve  enlisted  men,  U.S.A.,  completed  the  Airplane  Mechanics  Course  on 
April  27th.  .. 


Classes  in  the  following  courses  will  commence, May  6,  1929; 


Ai rp lane  Meehan i c s , 

sixteen 

men 

Engine  Me c hari ic  s , 

sixteen 

men 

General  Mechanics,  Aircraft  Welders, 

eight 

men 

parachute . Riggers , 

e levcn 

men 

Photography', 

t we  1 ve 

men 

Radio -.  Mechanics  and  Operators, 

sixteen 

men . 

Selfridge  Field,  Mt  Clemens,  Mich.,  May  6th 


There  was  a great- deal  of  activity  on  the  Post,  in  the  past  few  weeks,  pre- 
paring for  the  maneuvers  to  be  held  at  Dayton  and  Columbus,  Ohio,  May  16, to  the 
27.  The  Group  plans  to  take • about  fifty  ships  and  pilots  to  assist  in  staging 
one  of  the  greatest  peace,  time  aerial  battles,  yet  attempted. 

A .very  delightful  dinner -dance  whs  ,'lie.ld  in  ..the..  Office  rsr  Club  on  Friday 
Evening,  April  26.  Aside  froiif  the  :regdiar  officers  and  their  ladies,  many  civil- 
ian visitors  were  present.  A steak  dinner  was  served  by  the  Officers’  Mess, 
from  7:30  to  9:30,  after  which  the  dance  .began  and  lasted  until  12:30. 

Bad  weather  was  encountered  by  some  pilots  returning  from  cross-country 

this  past  week  and,  aside  from  one  forced  landing  due  to  fog,  all  returned 
safely. 

All  cross-country  "hops”  were  called  off  until  after  maneuvers,  and  then 
we  hope  for  some  of  the  thriving  cities  to  begin  opening  airports,  a pastime 
which  the  Group  enjoys,  aside  from  the  fact  that  it  is  a great  aid  to  the  com- 
mercial aviation  activities  , of  any  Community',  to  have  the  Army  ships  assist  in 
the  opening  of  these  airports  and  for  t.he:  training  of.  the  pilots. 

Col.  and  Mrs.  Danf  or  thy  : Lt  . ahd  Mrs. "Cobb,  Lieuts  .Moor  and  Moore  were  the 
hosts  and  Hostesses  at  the  bi-monthly  mixed  dance  and. card  party  held  in  the 
Officers  Club,  Friday  evening,  May  3rd . 

Cross-country  flights  werer  .made  by  personnel  of  the  Field,  as  follows: 

Lieut.  Sclzer,  P-1,  to  Wright  Field  and  return, April  18. 

April  19th:  Lieut.  Wurt  smith  to  Cincinnati,  0 • Lieut.  Lybarger  to  Chicago, 
111.1  Lieut.  Abbott  to  Chanute.;  Lieut.  Stenseth  to  Bolling;  Lieut,  person  to 
Cleveland;  Lt . Lybarger  returned  on  the  21st;  re  st  returned  on  the  22nd. 

April  21st:  Maj.  Royce  to.-; Norton:  (Connection  with  War  Game),  returned, 

4/22  Lt . Cobb  piloted  Col.  Danforth  to  Saginaw,  returning  same  date. 

ipril  22rid;  Lieut.  Duke  in  P-1,  Kelly.  Field,  Texas,  accompanying  Mexican- 
flyers.  . ....  "• 2 " 

April  23rd;  Lieuts.  Seller,  Abbott  and  Bartle  s in  0-2  planes  departed  fpr 
Schc-3n  field  in  connection  with  Reserve  officers  convention, returning  followin 
day.  ' ■ ■ ''p0  ' 

April  24th:  Lieut.  Harding  to  Schoen  Field  to  take  landing  wire  for  Lieut. 
Seizor's  0-2.  Major  Royce,  leading  Flight ' of- 20  P-'l*  s ' departed  for  Indianapolis, 
Ind  . , in  connection  with  Reserve  officers • convent  ion , returning  same  date. 

April  26th:  Lieut . Stenseth,  to  Twin  Valley,  Minn, ' returning  May  1st. 

April  27th:  Lieuts.  Winefprdner  to  Norton  Field,  Columbus , Ohio ; Rhudy  to 
Buffalo,  N.Y.;  Johnson  to  Chicago,  111.;-  Kalbe.rer  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  The i son 
to  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  Giovanno.li.  to.  Chanute  .Field,  111 . ; Curt iss - to  Jackson, 
Mich. 

April  28th:  Maj.  Royce,  Lieuts.  Crawf  ord , ' Undbrhill ,'  Wurtsmith,  Lowry, 
Alexander,  p-l’s  to  Langley  Field,  Va.,in  connection*  with  War  Game,  returning 
May  5th. 

Visiting  pilots:  Captain  Duncan,  from  Chicago,  departed,  April  18th; 

Lieut  .Stranathan  from  Washington,  ...arrived,  Apr  .l:9th,  de-partedj  Apr  . 23rd;  Lieut . 
Dunton,  from  Wright  Field,  returned,  Apr.  21st;  Lieut.  Schulgen,  from  Wright 
Field,  returned  same  date,  April  ,28th;  Navy  plane  piloted  by  Ensign  Ellicock, 
from  Great  Lakes,  111,  Apr.  29  th;  -Lieut.  Gumming  from  Cleveland,  returned  same 
date,  May  1st;  Lieut.  Warren,  from  Chanute,  May  3rd,  returned,  May  4th. 

1st  Lieut.  J.B.  Haddon  and  2nd  Lieut-.  Towle  arrived  this  station  from 
„ i qc  V-5891.A.C. 


Wright  Fir  Id  end  Canute  Field,  111.,  to  he  assigned  at  this  station  on  t- moor- 
ary duty  in  connection  with  the  Soring  Maneuvers  to  he  held  at  Fort  on  Field  and 
Wright  Field,  lay  14th  to  26th. 

Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  May  9th 

Little  news  is  forthcoming  from  Marshall  Field  t is  month  because  we  have 
been  so  busy  making  our  ships  over  and  "dolling  them  uo"  for  the  Air  Corps  Man- 
euvers. Scorning  the  services  of  the  the  bo,rs  '^avo  gone  to  work  re- 

covering, painting  end  rigging  the  ships  themselves  and  t'n  whole  outfit  looks 
as  if  it  were  free'-  from  Santa  Monica.  May  Zeus  strike  us  dead  with  an  percu- 
lean  blow  if  pc.gasus,  Achilles,  'Taurus  and  the  other  G-ods  and  Goddesses  of 
16th  aren't  the  b st  looking  P's  at  the  Maneuvers'. 

Numerous  demonstrations  for  the  Cavalry  students  of  cooperation  with 
ground  troops  are  being  staged,  with  us  playing  the  role  of  an  Attack,  observa- 
tion or  Bombardment  Squadron,  as  the  case  may  call  for.  The  demonstrations  are 
planned  mostly  to  picture  the  ineffectiveness  of  Aerial  Attacks  on  ground  troops 
We  de monstrate  that  we  can  do  whatever  is  required  — either  surprise  and  shoot 
out  of  the  column  or  fly  around  until  they  get  prepared  and  then  attack. 

General  Summer  all,  Chief  of  Staff,  was  scheduled  to  be  at  Fort  Riley  on 
May  6th.  The  entire  garrison  was  disappointed  over  his  inability  to  be  here. 
Lawns  were  raked,  horses  were  curried,  trees  and  dt  ad-lira  s were  whitewashed 
and  a.  scurrying  was  made  of  saber,  saber  knots  end  white  gloves,  --  all  to  no 
avail.  The  Air  Corps  members  are  sorry  they  will  he  at  Maneuvers  on  his  post- 
poned visit  on  the  14th.  Of  course,  it  will  save _ most  of  them  the  price  of  a 
saber. 

And  now,  coming  to  the  weather,  we  believe  the  son  is  spending  both  the 
winter  and  spring  in  "Sunny  San  Antonio"  by  the  continued  cold  weather  here. 
However,  it  pleases  our  fancy  excellently  in  preference  to  the  windy  month  of 
April. 

We  flew  in  a combined  unit  Review  on  April  5th.  An  so  help  us  Miss 
Meteorology1.  At  the  time  of  passing  the  Reviewing  Stand,  we  had  a.  surface  wind 
of  63  m.p.h.  We  could  almost  stay  in  column  with  the  horses. 

See  you  at  the  Maneuvers. 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  Rational 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 
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AFTERkATH  OF  THE ' 1L1TIQRAL  BALLOON  RACE 
By  Lieutenant  L.A.  Lawson,  Air  Corps 

It  is  by  now  a generally  well  known  and  popularly  accepted  fact  that  I did 
not  win  the  Rational  Balloon  Race  of  May  4th  - or  even  come  near  to  winning  - 
which  truth,  one  might  suppose,  would  be  allowed  to  slide  quietly  into  oblivion. 
But  this  being  the  day  of  taboo  for  the  inferiority  complex,  we  losers  can't 
slip  away  to  hide  until  the  noise  is  over.  Instead,  we. were  yanked  back  into 
the  limelight  to  publish  for  the  glee  of  the  world  at  large  just  why  we  didn't 
win.  Really  one  might  just  as  well  win  and  face  it  in  the  first  place. 

It  is  rather  a sad  story.  The  rain  fell  dismally  in  the  Pittsburgh  Stadium, 
the  bowl  of  which  appeared  to  hold  a herd  of  giant  mushrooms.  Being  westerners, 
"Fogey"  (Lieut.  Edgar  k.  Fogelsangor,  A.C.,  assistant  pilot)  and  I felt  we  would 
be  quick  on  the  draw  for  starting  position  , but  all  the  contestant's  had  us  covered 
and  we  had  to  take  what  was  left;  in  the  vernacular  "snake  eyes"  or  second  to 
start . 

The  official  starters  had  decided  that  each  balloon  must  "take  off"  two  bags 
light  in  order  to  insure  their  clearing  the  enclosing  walls  of  the  stadium.  The 
natural  supposition  was  that  they  referred  to  two  standard  size  sand  bags,  but 
they  must  have  meant  cement  sacks  for  the  balloon  rose  so  rapidly  that  had  A1 
Smith  been  aboard,  one  brown  derby  would  have  been  crushed  down  over  his  ears  fror 
the  downward  rush  of  air.  The  rain  found  its  way  under  the  perfect  water  shed 
above  us  and  gushed  into  the  basket.  This  was  pleasant  about  six  hours  later 
when  the  thermometer  fell  to  thirty  or  so. 

An  hour  and  a half  after  the  start  we  came  down  to  an  altitude  of  a thousand 
feet,  clear  of  the  clouds  and  passed  south  of  Indiana,  Pa.  Our  course  had  been 
E.E.E.  and  the  wind  velocity  above  had  apparently  reached  forty  miles  per  hour. 

We  allowed  the  balloon  to  ascend  to  4,000  feet,  then  came  into  a valley  which 
changed  our  course  to  R.R.E.  At  ten  p.m. , we  went  into  the  clouds  again  and  re- 
leased our  drag  rope.  For  the  next  two  hours  we  only  occasionally  caught 
glimpses  of  the  earth  and  resorted  to  the  use  of  radio  for  determining  our 
position. 

The  set  was  the  R F I;  receiver  designed  to  operate  on  a frequency  of  from 
260  to  360  kilocycles  for  radio  beacon  signals.  We  intended  using  it  primarily 
for  direction  finding  and  secondarily  to  receive  weather  reports,  broadcast  hour- 
ly by  the  Department  of  Commerce  stations  along  the  air  mail  route  from  Hadley 
Field,  Row  York,  to  Cleveland.  Three  stations,  Hadley  Field,  Bellefonte,  Pa., 
and  Cleveland  were  scheduled  to  broadcast  on  the  hour:  Cleveland  at  344  kc. , 

Hadley  Field  at  315  kc. , and  Bellefonte  at  321  kc.  Unfortunately,  only  one  sta- 
tion, Bellefonte,  was  picked  up  and. the  azimuth  covered  such  a wide  angle  that 
the  readings  had  to  be  discarded. 

The  failure  of  the  radio  set  was  a keen  disappointment.  It  was  probably  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  equipment  had  become  water- soaked,  and  that  the  loop  antenna 
which  was  suspended  over  the  side  of  the  basket  had  become  bent  out  of  shape  when 
the  drag  rope  twisted  around  it  earlier  in  the  evening,  as  we  dragged  through 
trees  in  the  mountains.  The  antenna  had  awoarently  become  so  warped  that  it  was 
impossible  to  tune  the  loop  circuit  into  resonance  with  the  loon  condenser.  This 
together  with  the  closeness  to  Bellefonte  may  explain  the  failure  of  our  set  to 
function  as  we  had  planned. 

Soon  after  midnight  wo-  were  becalmed  and  continued  to  remain  so  for' the  next 
hour  and  a half.  Then  the  clouds  enveloped  us  and  we  moved  in  a R.E.  direction, 
feeling  our  wa y over  the  mountains  with  the  drag  rope.  At  about  three  a.m. , we 
crossed  the  Susquehanna  River,  From  our  blind  observation  platform,  the  swollen 
river  rushing  down  the  hillside  and  splashing  against  its  irregular  banks  gave 
tne  impression  of  breakers.  The  impression  was  so  vivid  that  we  could  almost  de- 
tect tne  salt  odor.  Since  our?  was  to  be  a saga  of  the  heights  and  we  had  no 
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ambition  to  feature  in  a "Cradle  of  the  Deep,11  this  gave  us  a bit  of  solicitude. 

All  was  quiet  again  until  near  daybreak,'  when  a dog  barked  and  a rooster  crowed 
in  response. 

At  about  six  a.m.  , we  came  down  out  of  the  clouds  to  find  we  were  sailing 
over  mountains  in  a north-easterly  direction.  We  dragged  along  in  .the  valleys, 
hoping  to  find  some  early  risers  who  could  give  us  our  position,  but  the  country 
was  seemingly  uninhabited  and  after  two  hours  we  sought  the  higher  altitudes  for 
more  favorable  winds.  We  encountered  an  occasional  light  rain.  At  times  the 
balloon  sailed  between  layers  of  .clouds,  at  other  times  we  could  see  enough 
ground  through  the  clouds  to  check  our  course. 

After  noon  the  balloon  slowly  rose  in  the  clouds  until  the  effect  of  the 
warming  sun  penetrated.  The  equipment  dried  out,  tending  to  push  the  balloon  uxd 
until  at  three  p.m.  , we.  had  reached  eight  thousand  feet  and  unexpectedly  sa vj 
clear  sky  for  the  first  time.  Knowing  that  in  the  bright  sun  the  balloon  would 
gain  "superheat,"  and  with  a further  drying  out  rise  to  perhaps  twelve  to  four- 
teen thousand  feet  , we  valved  gas.  At  this  altitude  we  could  expect  west  to 
northwesterly  winds  and  we  were  no  more  anxious  to  sprint  for  the  coast  than  we  . 
had  been  earlier  in  the  day. . 

We  had  maneuvered  continuously  from  the  start  in  hope  of  getting  far  enough 
north  to  permit  of  tailing  altitude  with  a wide  expanse  of  land  east,  and  then 
continuing  the  flight -until  the  ballast  was  exhausted  or  the  shore  line  appeared. 

We  had  half  our  ballast  left  and  some  "disposable  equipment"  and  felt  we  could 
easily  remain  in  the  air  that,  night  and  part  of  the  next  day.  But  we  had  no 
idea  of  our  whereabouts.  Therefore,  as  we  valved  and  again  started  down  through 
the  clouds  we  arranged  our  ballast  - and  cut  the  bags  open  in  preparation  for  a 
rather  rapid  descent.  We  did  not  have  to  wait  long,  for  the  balloon  cooled  ; 

rapidly,  picked  up  moisture  and  descended  at  a terrific  speed. 

The  descent  was  checked  as  the  drag  rope  touched  the  ground  in  a rather 
narrow  valley.  Just  to  the  right  was  a wide  cultivated  valley  which,  having  a 
clear -sky,  looked  particularly  inviting.  "Our"  valley  was  darkened  by  a passing 
storm,  closely  followed  by  winds.  The  winds-  drove  up  against  the  side  of  the 
mountain  in  our  effort  to  push  over  into  the  inviting  valley,  and  we  expended 
ballast  by  the  bagful  to  prevent  striking.  Another  gust  drove  us  higher  against 
the  side  of  the  mountain,-  now  hidden  in  fog,  and  we  struck  in  the  trees  which,  . ■■ 
fortunately,  did  not  puncture  the  bag.  Our  ballast  about  exhausted,  we  dropped 
some  "disposable  equipment."  We  had  ascended  about  200  feet  .above  the  barrier 
to  our  objective,  when  suddenly  an  air  current  caught  the  balloonana  sent  it 
down  through  the  fog  and  into  the  trees.  This  time  the  hag  was  punctured  and  it 
was  necessary  to  "rip"  to  prevent  further  damage.  Our  flight  ended  on  top  of. 
the  Catskill  Mountains , 2600  feet  high,  2^  miles  northwest  of  Hoxbury,  New  York. 

Captain  William  J.  Flood,  on  duty  in  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air 
Corps,  who  with  Lieut.  Uzal  G.  ,,Ent  constituted  another  Army  Air  Corps  entry,  in 
the  National  Elimination  Balloon-  Race,  had  no  words'  of  praise  for  the  weather  mar 
in  discussing  his  experiences  during  the  race.  He  said  he  was  told  unofficially  ■ :- 
that,  profiting  by  last  year * s . experience , when' the  ' National  Elimination  Balloon 
Hace  was  held  at  Pittsburgh  on  May  Hist,  the  Pittsburgh  Committee  this  year- 
selected  iky  4th  as  the  starting  date  because  a careful  study  cf  weather  maps  for 
the  past  twenty  years  disclosed  the  fact  that  there  were  only  "three  6$casions 
where  the  weather  was  bad  on  .that  particular  day.  This  yeart  however,,  it- was 
necessary  to  register  another  blabk  mark  against  J'hat  -date.  . '•  i 

Captain  Flood  stated,  that,  on  the  invitation  of  the  Pace  Committee-,  all  per- 
sonnel participating  in  this.,  year*  s race  , were  oil  haiid’ at  Pittsburgh  on  May  1st , -1  " 

in  order  to  enable  them  to  get  the  equipment'  ready,  draw  places  for  the  take- 
offs, eat  free  food  and  tell  some  of  the  public  all  about  ballooning. . The  Gods 
willed  rain,  and  an  almost, . continual  overcast  situation  prevailed  during  the 

entire  week,  starting  the 'first  of  the  month.  The  Army  teams 'in  drawing  position: 

for  the  take-off  drew  second,  third  and  fourth  places  and,  sad  to  relate appa- 
rently finished  fourth,  fifth’  and  sixth.  ' 

"The,  day  of  the"  Hace ,.  Saturday , May  4th,  was  -overcast,  with,  intermittent 
showers,"  Captain  Flood  sifted.  "At  -the-;. -time - Lieut.  Ent  and  I,  took  off  - 6:15' 
p.m.,  it  was  raining  hard,  continuing  all  through  the  night. ’ Heavy  clouds  ob- 
scured the  ground  completely.  .Somewhere  over  Pennsylvania,  at  abopt  4:15  a.m. 
Sunday  morning,  we  heard'  an  airplane  coming,  and.  after  waving  our  flashlights 
tho  pilot  in  passing  us  flashed  his  landing  lights  as  a signal  that  he  saw  us. 
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When  Sunday  morning  "broke  we  found  ourselves  over  ’Williamsport,  Pa.  The 
rain- had- subsided  but  the  ■ fog  and  clouds  regained.  TWe  went  to  .11,000  feet  when 
we  encountered  snow.  Duetto  the  peculiarities  of  the  weather,  we  were  up  and 
down  all  day.  We  entered  hew  York  at  Sullivan  County,  when  we  hit  the  side -of  a 
mountain.  It  was-  such  a hard  crack  that  the  side  of  our  basket  was  broken.  / Our 
low  flying  over  the  Catskills  continued  until  5:35  p.m.  Sunday 'evening,  when  we 
effected  a landing  at  Verooney  Kill  Camp,  Ulster  County,  hew  York,  estimated 
distance  320  miles. 

Our  equipment  was  packed  and,  with  the  aid  of  a Ford,  we  reached  hapninock, 
hew  York,  where  we  embarked  for  the  big  city.  Thus  ended'  our  attempt  to  place 
in  the  hational  Elimination  of  1929." 

The  U.  S.  havy  won  first  place  in  this  year's  hational  Elimination  Balloon 
Race.  According  to  the  hews  Letter,  published  by  the  Bureau;  of  Aeronautics,  U.S. 
havy,  "Lieut.  T.G.W.  Settle,  piloting  the  Navy’s  entry  ho . 1 in  the  hational 
Elimination  Balloon  Race,  with  his  aide,  Ensign  Wilfred  Bushnell,  is  believed  to 
have  set  a new  world’s  record  for  distance  and  time  in  free  balloons  of  the  size 
and  type  used  (55,000  cu.  ft.  hydrogen).  Forty-four  hours  after  talcing  off  from 
Pittsburgh,  Entry  ho,'  1 landed  near  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island,  after  a 
flight 'of  spme  950.  miles . The  former  record  for  distance  fob  the  type  of  craft 
used  in  this  race  is  572  miles,  set  by  S.JL.U.  Rasmussen  in  1927.  The  former  time 
record  was  about  26  hours. 

The  twelve  balloons  entered  in  this  race  took  off  from  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh  stadium,  Pittsburgh,  in  the  late  afternoon  of  4 hay,  1929.  There  ?/ere 
seven  civilian  entries,  including  such  renowned  balloonists  as  Captain  Honeywell, 
Van  Orman  of  Goodyear,  and  Hill  of  Detroit;  also  three  Army  balloons  and  twro 
havy.  havy  ho.  2 was  piloted  by  Lieut.  J.  C.  Richardson,  U.S.N.,  with- Lieut, 
(j.g. ) M.  R.  Bradley,  U.S.h.  , as  aide.  In  this  repo-rt  of  his  flight,  Lieut, 
Settle  says  that  he  kept  generally  to  low  altitudes  during  the  first  "night,  ex- 
periencing intermittent  rains  with  poor  visibility.  The  havy  high  frequency 
weather  maps  and  upper  air  soundings  were  copied."  Boring  the  night  Settle  com- 
municated with  the  other  havy  balloon  by  blinker  and  exchanged  information  for 
the  minutes.  Daylight,  5 May,  found  havy  ho.  1 over  Tioga  County,  Pa.;  at  mid- 
day, the  weather  cleared  and  altitudes  between  8,000  and  11,000  were  kept  during 
the  afternoon.  The  night  of  5 - 6 May  was  flown  at  about  6,000  feet  altitude, 
and  good  speed  was  made  t ;>  the  northeastward,  across  hew  Hampshire,  Maine,  and 
into  hew  Brunswick.  The  hew  Brunswick  coast  line  was  reached  at  1015,  6 May", 
and  Northumberland  Straits  were  ’jumped1  at  high  altitude,  the  maximum  being- 
16, 000  feet.  Landing  was . made  in  a.  farmer's  back  yard  on  prince  Edward  Island 
at  1305,  much  to  the  surprise  and  bewilderment  of  the  farmer's  family,  who  did 
not  risk  coming  out  of  the  house  for  some  time  after  the  balloon  was  deflated." 


Army  Balloon  ho.  2,  which  was  piloted  by  Captain  E.  W.  Hill,  accompanied. by 
Lieut.  Robert  Heald  as  Aide,  both  of  Chaim  to  Field,  Rantoul,  111.,  landed  in  the 
Catskill  Mountains,  some  31  miles  from  the  railroad.  The  balloon  found  a resting: 
place  on  a mountain  side  in  timber,  about  4 miles  from  any  trail,  and  a road  had 
to  be  cleared  through  the  timber  to  recover  it.  The  landing  was  made  on  State 
lands  adjoining 'the  estate  of  Julius  Forttmann  of  hew  York  City,  and  his  Superin- 
tendent, Mr.  Harry  Cole,  rendered  every  service  possible  and  contributed  :he 
services  of  additional  men,  for  which  he  made  no  charge. 

Lieut.  Haynie  McCormick,  Air  -Corps,  of  Scott  Field,  111.,  served  as  Opera- 
tions Officer  for  the  Army  teams. 


Captain  Flood  and"  Lieut.  Lawson  piloted  35,000  cubic  foot  spherical  balloons 
which  embodied  a unique  feature  in  the  method  of  suspending  the  basket.  Instead 
of  the  conventional  large  network  of  rope  extending  over  the  entire  balloon,  the 
patch  system  was  substituted.  -Twenty  patches  together  with  a circumferential  re- 
inforcing-band are  attached  to  the  envelope  about  two  .feet  below  its  center  or 
"equator,"  a the  balloonists  say.  Each  of  these  patches,  it  is  said,  will 
stand  a stress  of  500  pounds.  From  each  patch  extends  -a  single  rope  to  the 
basket.  The  advantage  of  this  scheme  is  the  elimination  of  a considerable  amount 
of  dead--  weight  and  the5  accumulation  of  other  weight  due " to  atmospheric  condi- 
tions. The  ordinary  rope  network  ofttimes  absorber  many  pounds  of  dew,  rainwater 
or  snow  and  has  a tendency  to  weigh  the  balloon  down.  The  complete  weight  of  the 
balloon  with  its  pilot  and -.equipment  is  2450  pounds. 
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The  "balloon  is  made  up  of  a conventional  two-ply  fabric,  as  used  "by  the 
Air  Corps.;,  It.  has  a dianetcjr.  of  40jj  feet  and  is  equipped  with  one  16-inch  valve. 
& light,  strong  wicker  "basket,  about  five  feet  square  and  four  feet  deep,  serves 
as  the  hone  of  the  pilots  during  their  air  journey  to  a point  as  far  removed  from 
their  starting  point  as  they  are  able  to  go.  Although  this  basket  appears  to  be 
rather  small  quarters,  a close  inspection  reveals  it  furnished  with  many  inter- 
esting items  of  equipment.  The  walls  of  the  basket  are  lined  with  Kapok  in  order 
to  assist  in  keeping  it  afloat  should  it  descend  upon  the  ocean.  The  instruments 
consist  of  a statoscope,  rate-of-climb  indicator,  sealed  barograph,  an  altimeter 
and  a sedetant.  Other  miscellaneous  items  of  equipment  include  the  inevitable 
sandwiches  we  have  "heard  so  much  about  of  late  years,  a gallon  bag  of  water,  a 
good  knife , two  inflatable  pontoons,  a dozen  pilot  balloons,  two  parachutes,  and 
a radio  receiving  apparatus. 

Men  going  up  in  -balloons  are  forced  to  deny  themselves  of  the  luxury  of 
smoking  materials  , for  in  a hydrogen- filled  balloon  it  is  generally  considered 
inadvisable  to  smoke.  - 

The  object  of  the  race,  of  course,  is  to  cover  the  greatest  distance  pos- 
sible. The  balloons  are  started  on  as  nearly  an  equal  basis  as  possible  and 
weighted  with  ballast  until  they  are  slightly  "light.11  The  ascension  is  general- 
ly made  very  slowly,  using  the  maximum  amount  of  ballast  and  throwing  out  ballast 
by  the  spoonful  only  as  required  to  gain  or  maintain  altitude. 

As  everyone  knows,  the  velocity  of  the  wind  differs  greatly  at  different  al- 
titudes. The  cleverness  of  the  pilot  as  well  as  the  element  of  luck  is  therefore 
a great  factor  in  a balloon  race.  By  throwing  away  a certain  amount  of  precious 
ballast  a pilot  may  rise  to  a higher  altitude  and  find  a stronger  air  current. 

The  wind  may  shift  and'  blow  him  back  over  his  same  ground  which,  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  candidate  competing  for  the  brize,  would  be  most  unfortunate. 

Towards  the  end- of  these  balloon  flights,  pilots,  after  releasing  the  last 
of  their  ballast,  throw  out  various  items  of  equipment-  perhaps  some  of  their 
clothing,  oxygen  bottles,  or  even  the  radio  sot.  Sometimes,  as  a last  resort, 
the  parachutes  are  discarded  in  order  to  permit  their  balloon  to  hang  in  the  air 
a few  minutes  longer  and,  as  a result,  place  them  a few  miles  further  from  their 
starting  point ;. 

• The.  piloting  of'  balloons  in  these  races  is  not  only  a thrilling  sport  for 
red-bloodod  men,  but  it  is  considered  such  valuable  training  that  the  Army  and 
Navy  are  always  represented.  These  free  balloon  flights  enable  the  personnel 
selected  to  gain  much  valuable  experience  in  piloting  and  navigating,  experience 
which  will  prove  of  great  value  should  the  dirigible  be  further  developed  as  a 
common  carrier.  The  National  Elimination  Balloon  Race  is  one  of.  the  great 
sporting  events  of  the  year,  and  its  progress  is  followed  with  much  interest  by 
people  over  the  entire  country. 
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AIR"  CORPS  PLANES  PERFORM  MISSION  OF  MERCY 

A saving  of  four  hours  in  the-  delivery  of  much  needed  medical  supplies  is 
no  small  factor  in  a. situation  requiring  an  immediate  operation  on. a patient. 

Not  long  ago  Lieut.  Bob  Howland,  Air  Corps,  Operations  Officer  at  Camp  Nichols, 
P.I.,  received  a telephone  call  at  12:00  noon  from  "the  Sternberg  General 
Hospital  at  Manila,  requesting  the  use  of  a plane  to  ferry  certain  medical  sup- 
plies to  Baguio.  Mrs.  Herron,  wife  of  Colonel  Herron,  Chief  of  Staff  of  the 
Philippine  Department,  was  dangerously  ill'!  ' and  an  immediate  operation  was  ne- 
cessary. The  distance  from  Manila  to  Baguio  by  air  is  135  miles  and  by  road 
is  180  miles,  much  of  which  is  through  one  way  traffic  which  is  controlled,  by 
gates.  . 

. Immediately  upon  receipt  of  the  request,  two  02-H  planes  were  rolled  out 
and -warmed  up.  Thirty-five  minutes  later "the  package  containing  the  medical 
supplies  was  delivered  to  Lieut.  'Howland  at ' the  line.  This  package  was  well  • 
padded  with  excelsior  and  well 'wrapped  to  practically  eliminate  any  danger  of. 
breakage . : ■ : ’■■?■■■■■■ 

Since  orders  prohibit  any-  single  plane  cross-country  flights  in  the 
Philippine-  Department , Lieut.  Bayai'd  Johnson  piloted  the  escort  plane.  -Also,  : 
because  of  the  imperativeness  of  promptness  in  delivery,  it  was  deemed  more  ad-  • 
vis, able  to  drop  the  package  rather- than"  attempt  a landing  some  distance  from 
the  reservation.  At  2:05  p.m.  the  package  was  drooped  in  front  of  the  dorrni-,  . w 
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tory  at  Bagti-io. 

Dae  to  the  cooperation  of  the  Air  Corps  in  this  mission  of  mercy,  at  least 
four  hours  were  saved  in  the  delivery  of  the  medicines.  This  flight  and  its  mis- 
sion again  shows  the  advisability  of  a landing  field  at  all  military  reserva- 
tions wherever  they  may  he  located. 

cOo 

ROCKWELL  FIELD  PILOTS-  FLY"  TO  THE  MANEUVERS 


Twenty-one  Army  a ire  lanes  took  off  from  Rockwell  Field  soon  after  sunrise 
on  May  10th,  enroute  to  Horton  and  Wright  Fields,  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of  parti- 
cipating in  the  Air  Corps  Maneuvers  and  Exercises,  The  flight  consisted  of  15 
P-lO’s  and  PW-9D’s,  3 LE-7  Bombers  and  3 Transports , A total  of  27  officers  and 
28  enlisted  men  made  the  trip  from  Rockwell  Field,  the  personnel  and  airplanes 
being  from  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  11th  Bombardment  Squadron  and  Headquarters 
7th  Bombardment  Group.  The  names  of  the  officers  from  Rockwell  Field  participat- 
ing in  this  demonstration  are: 


Major  Carl  Spats,  in  command  of 

Flight 

2nd 

Liout.  I. 

A.  Woodring 

Captain  H.  M.  Elmendorf 

2nd 

Lieut . J . 

G . Hopkins 

Captain  Edw.  C.  Black 

2nd 

Lieut.  F. 

W.  Ott 

1st  Lieut.  Odas  Moon 

2nd 

Lieut . E . 

L . Meadow 

1st  Lieut.  W.A.  Maxwell  (March  "Field) 

2nd 

Lieut . H. 

H.  Ives 

2nd  Lieut.  J.  S.  Stowoll 

2nd 

Lieut . J . 

E.  Mallory 

2nd  Lieut.  K.  J.  Gregg 

2nd 

Lieut,  R. 

V.  Williams 

2nd  Lieut.  L.  Q,.  Wasser 

2nd 

Lieut . S . 

K.  Robinson 

2nd  Lieut.  H.  C.  Lichtenberger 

2nd 

Lieut.  R. 

W.  Stewart 

2nd  Lieut.  W.  C.  Kingsbury 

2nd 

Lieut.  A. 

F.  Solter 

2nd  Lieut.  J.  H.  Bundy 

2nd 

Lieut.  D. 

D.  Graves 

2nd  Lieut.  J.  P.  Kenny 

2nd 

Lieut.  A. 

J.  Mickle 

2nd  Liout.  L.  R.  Parker 

2nd 

Lieut . J . 

A.  Ronin 

2nd  Lieut.  R.  D.  Stith 
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KELLY  FIELD  PILOT 

FLIES 

AROUND 

TEXAS 

Flying  2,087  miles  on  May  22nd  from  San  Antonio  to  El  Paso,  to  Fort  Sill,  tc 

Galveston,  to  Brownsville,  to  Laredo  and  back  to  San  Antonio,  in  1.5  hours  and  55 

minutes,  Lieut.  Y.  H.  Taylor,  instructor  at  the  Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly 
Field,  Texas,  is  believed  to  have  established  a new  record  for  a day* s flight  ir. 
a fully  equipped  Army  service  type  plane.  Lieut.  Taylor  left  Kelly  Field  at 
4:00  a.m. , and  returned  at  8:30  p.m.  His  log  for  the  trip  was  as  follows: 

San  Antonio  to  El  Paso,  520  miles , in  3 hours  and  40  minutes. 

El  Paso  to  Fort  Sill  , 510  miles,  in  4 hours  and  10  minutes; 

Fort  Sill  to  Galveston,  425  miles,  in  3 hours  and  30  minutes; 

Galveston  to  Brownsville,  310  miles,  in  2 hours  and  40  minutes; 

Brownsville  to  Laredo,  180  miles,  in  1 hour  and  20  minutes;  and 

Laredo  to  San  Antonio,  142  miles,  in  1 hour  and  15  minutes. 

Ten-minute  stops  were  made  at  each  point  for  refueling,  except  at  Browns vil  '.c 
where  Lieut.  Taylor  remained  five  minutes. 

While  flying  from  El  Paso  to  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma , Lieut.  Taylor  passed 
through  considerable  rain  and  clouds.  On  the  rest  of  the  long  trip  the  weather 
conditions  wero  favorable. 

The  flight  was  made  in  a standard  P-13  Curtiss  Pursuit  plane,  powered  with  e 
B-12  motor.  Ho  special  preparations  or  alterations  were  made  for  the  trip.  The 
plane  was  used  for  instruction  purposes  the  day  prior  to  the  flight  and  was  on 
the  lino  ready  for  service  the  day  following  the  flight.  Lieut.  Taylor  reports 
on  Ms  return  that  the  motor  was  functioning  as  well  as  when  he  started.  The 
equipment  included  machine  guns , auxiliary  gas  tank,  parachute  flares,  and 
night  lights.  ; • 

oOo 


HA VI GAT I OH  SCHOOL  TO  REOPEH 

The  second  class  of  the  Navigation  School,  inaugurated  by  the  Air  Corps 
under  the  direction  of  Captain  Clyde  V\  Finter,  Lieut.  Albert  F.  Hegenberger  and 
Mr.  Bradley  Jones,  will  convene  at  Wright  Field,  Layton,  Ohio,  on  July  1st.  .This 
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course  covers  a four  months’  period,  and  includes  instruction  in  all  types  of 
astronomical  , dead  reckoning  and  radio  navigation.  The  six  pilots  who  will 
answer  roll  call  for  this  second  class  are  1st  Lieuts.  Uzal  G-.  Ent,  Uestside  T. 
Larson,  Harry  A.  Halverson,  Lloyd  C.  Blackburn,  Edgar  T.  Seizor  and  Odas  Moon, 

0O0 

Mil 

LARGE  CLASS  GRADUATING  AT  KELLY  FIELD 

The  graduating  class  at  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  consists  of  six 
officers,  96  Flying  Cadets  and  one  noncommissioned  officer.  Sixty-five  of  the 
students  have  made  application  for  commission  in  the  Regular  Army.  Of  these,  33 
are  college  graduates  and  will  not  be  required  to  take  a mental  examination.  Of 
the  remaining  32  applicants , 27  have  college  credits  of  two  years  or  more  and, 
therefore,  will  be  required  to  take  a mental  examination  in  only  one  subject. 

Recent  instructions  of  the  TVar  Department  permit  flying  cadets  to  take  an 
examination  for  entrance  into  the  Regular  Army  while  they  are  still  on  Flying 
Cadet  status,  provided  the  examination  takes  place  within  thirty  days  of  gradua- 
tion. Their  appointment  is  contingent  upon  the  successful  completion  of  the 
course  at  the  Advanced  Flying  School. 

The  present  class  will  graduate  on  June  22nd.  Examinations  for  the  Regular 
Army  will  be  held-  at  Kelly  Field  on  June  24th.  Dates  have  been  set  also  for  the 
examination  of  the  classes  graduating  in  October,  1929,  and  in  February,  1930. 
These  examinations  for  the  Regular  Army  are  scheduled  to  take  place  while  the 
cadets  are  still  at  Kelly  Field  and  within  a few  days  of  graduation.  It  is 
believed  that  the  examinations  scheduled  in  this  manner  rill  result  in  a much 
larger  number  of  cadets  taking  the  examination,  particularly  since  college 
graduates  who  are  also  graduates  of  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School  are 
exempt  from  the  entire  mental  examination. 

Seventy-two  flying,  cadets  of  the  present  class  have  requested  active  duty 
for  one  year  with  tactical’ units  of  the  Air  Corps. 

oOo 

MAJOR  PIRIE  RESCUED  FROM  AIT  ISOLATED  ISLAND 
By  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent 

There  are  no  doubt  many  pilots  who  have  been  rescued  by  a launch,  but  Major 
John  Pirie,  Air  Corps,  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  very  few  pilots 
who  have  been  rescued  from  a launch  by  an  airplane.  Talcing  advantage  of  his  al- 
lowed detached  service,  Major  pirie  decided  to  take  a look  at  the  far  north  of 
the  Philippines.  The  plans  called  for  auto  to  Aparri  and  from  there  on  a tour 
of  the  Bataan  Group  by  launch. 

All  was  O.K,  until  t be  return  trip  to  Aparri  was  started.  At  this  time 
Father  Neptune  decided  to  show  Major  pirie  and  the  other  passengers  on  the 
launch  just  what  .was  meant  by  "The  Lure  of  the  Sea."  A wind  was  caused  to 
arise  and  with  it  rose  the  swells  in  the  channel.  The  natural  flow  of  the  cur- 
rent on  the  north  shore  above  Luzon  is  about  five  miles  per  hour.  The  launch 
that  carried  the  party  made  slightly  more  than  that  speed. 

On  a Thursday  a message  was  received  from  Aparri  stating  that  the  party  was 
six  hours  late  in  returning  and  requesting  that  planes  stand  by.  At  9:00  a. in. , 
'Friday,  another  message  was  received  stating  that  ships  were  needed.  At  9:45 
two  amphibians,  piloted  by  Lieut.  H.  Wells,  A.C.,  and  Sergeant  Lee,  left  for 
Aparri.  Dae  to  reports  of  bad  weather  to  the  north,  the  planes  followed  the 
coast  line  after  hitting  the  Lingayen  Gulf.  After  about  340' miles  of  flying  a 
landing  was  made  at  Aparri  at  1:35,  and  as  much  information  as  to  the.  possible 
whereabouts  of  the  party. was  secured  from  civilians,  at  that  town. 

At  3:30  p.m.  , after  gassing  the  planes,  both  took  off  on  the  search.  The 
first  point  of  search  was  to  be  the  Island  of  Calayan,  located  about  70  miles 
north  of  Aparri.  Upon  approaching  the  island  the  launch  was  seen  to  be  anchored 
off  the  lee  shore,  and  one  plane  landed.  Major  Pirie  was  not  on  the  launch,  but 
presently  along  the  shore  was  to  be  seen  a duplicate  of  the  famous  rides  of  Paul 
Revere,  John  Gilpin  and  Ichabod  Crane.  It  was  -evident  that  Major  pirie  had  had 
his  fill  of  playing  stranded  mariner. 

Among  the  high  lights  of  the  trip  was  one'  incident.  In  an  attempt  to  cross 
the  channel  and  return,  it  took  three  hours  to  return  from  one  hour  out,.  This 
was  due  to  the  current  and  high  swells.  . There.,  was  "no  acute  food  shortage,  > but 

-202-.  "'  V-5897,  A.C, 


the  lunches  prepared  'beforehand-  had  been'  consumed  and  the  party  was  getting 
ready  to  subsist  on  native  fare,  which  explains  Major  Pirie ’ s speed  along  the 
shore.  Major  Pirie  was  taken  apay  and  a landing  was  made  at  Aparri  at  5:30  p.m. 
The  return  to  Camp  Uichols  was  made  on  Saturday.  In  conclusion,  don’t  wonder 
about  the  rest  of  the  party . They’ll  get  back  O.K.  when  the  swells  die  out. 

---oOo-— 

BOMBERS  PARTICIPATE  III  EXERCISES  WITH  A1TTI  AIRCRAFT . BATTERIES 

Daring  the  week  April  29  - May  4,  an  exercise  was.  held  at  Byrd  Airport, 
Richmond,  Va. , in  connection  with  the  anti-aircraft  batteries  from  Port  Story, Va. 
and  Port  Monroe,  which  were  in  camp  at  this  station.  An  "alert"  net  was  run  by 
the  artillerymen  utilizing  the  local  long  distance  telephone  system  for  communi- 
cation lines  and  "alert"  posts  were  scattered  throughout  the  neck  of  land  between 
the  Janies  and  York  Pavers. 

Simulated  bombing  raids  were  made  daily  against  Langley  Field  by  single  ship 
attacks,  and  by  flights  with  pursuit  protection.  A number  of  the  attacks  "got 
through"  without  being  intercepted  by  the  Langley  "hostile"  pursuit . 

Approximately  one  hundred  officers  and  non  participated  in  the  exercises , and 
they  were,  quartered  in  tents  set  up  on  Byrd  Field.  The  heavy  rain  of  the  first 
day  played  havoc  with  many  of  the  new  pairs  of  shiny  boots  and  "pinks"  donned  by 
aspiring  young  gallants  of  the  Second  Bombardment  Group  to  attract  the  demure 
eyes  of  the  capital’s  belles.  Like  the  "Points"  team  on  a rainy  day  - the  Army 
had  much  more  real  work  done  after  everyone  was  thoroughly  messed  up. 

Captain  Charles  E.  Bust,  early  tired  of  wading  through  the  mud  and  having 
installed  a plank  floor  in  his  tent,  set  up  a bridge  table  and  kept  open  house 
throughout  the  encampment.  It  is  reported  that  he  had  tears  in  his  eyes  when 
moving  time  came. 

Captain  Charles  R . Glenn,  Medical  Corps,  came  in  for  several  hard  nights  as 
the  boys  continually  poured  salt  in  his  cot.  The  final  "coup"  came  when  they 
partially  sawed  the  legs  of  his  cot  so  that  he  " f aw  down  and  go  boom".  It  is  ex- 
ceedingly doubtful  if  there  will  be  many  18  point  "Schneiders"  in  the  near 
future  I 

Three  "Pursuiters"  joined  the  Group  for  the  exercises,  coming  down  for  the 
occasion  from  Selfridge  Field,  Michigan.  They  showed  Bichmond  their'  stuff,  and 
then  one  of  the  nail  pilots  (ex- Army)  took  off  and  tried  to  show  them.  It  was 
even  money. 

It  was  interesting  to  see  the  great  numbers  of  people  who  cane  down  to  the 
field  at  2:00  a. in.  nightly,  merely  to  see  the  mail  ships  come  and  go  - and  the 
field  six  miles  from  the  heart  of  the  town. 

life  11 , we  got  there  and  we  got  back,  with  a shade  of  tan  to  show  for  it. 

— oOo— 


SECRETARY  -DAVIS Oil  I1JSPECT3  ROCKWELL  FIELD 

The  Hon,  F.  Trubee  Davison,  Assistant  Secretary  of  war  for  Aviation,  arrived 
at  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.,  on  May  12th  in  a Fokker  airplane  piloted  by 
Lieut.  Lescer  J.  Maitland.  Accompanying  Secretary  Davison  were  Colonel  D.  L. 

Stone  of  the  General  Staff,  and  Major  Delos  C.  Emmons,  aide  to  Mr.  Davison. 

The  purpose  of  Mr.  Davison's  trip  was  to  inspect  the  new.'site  offered  the 
Government  by  the  Chula  Vista  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  establishment  of  an 
Army  Air  Depot.  On  the  following  day  the  Secretary  made  an  inspection  of  the 
Bockwell  Air  Depot  and  Rockwell  Field,  leaving  by  airplane  in  the  afternoon  for 
March  Field. 

Daring  his  visit  at  Rockwell  Field,  Mr.  Davison  and  Major  Emmons  were  enter- 
tained at  a luncheon  given  at  the  Hotel  Del  Coronado  by  the  officials  of  the 
San  Diego  and  -Chula  Vista  Chamber  of.  Commerce. 

oOo— 

Captain  iu^ert  W.  Stevens,  Air  Corps,  is  receiving  the  sympathy  of  the 
Materiel  Division,  Bright  Field,  Ohio,  for  a broken  arm  which  he  sustained  on  May 
22nd.  He  was  carrying  a camera  down  the  stairs  to  the  aerial  photographic  labo- 
ratory when  his  heel  caught  on  a step  and  he  pitched  forward..  The  camera,  held 
carefully  in  the  crook  of  the  arm,  was  saved,  but  the  arm  took  the  shock;  He  will 
be  available  for  .all  sorts  of .left-handed  exhibitions  for  the  next  several  weeks. 
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FRANCE  FIELD  RECEIVES  MARTY  VISITORS 


The  lure  of  the  tropics  is  surely  working  overtime  these  days,  which  is 
proven,  hy  the  many  distinguished  visitors  arriving  in  Panama  by  boat  and  air- 
plane. During  the.  past  month,  U.S . Congressmen,  Senators,  Marine  and  Army 
Generals,,  foreign 'diplomats  and.  Good  Will  aviators  have  been  coming  every  day. 
Among  those  mentioned  were  General  Malone  of  the  U.S.  Army,  General  Lejeune  of 
the  U.S.  Marines,  Captains  Francisco  Iglesias  and  Ignacio  Jiminez  of  the  Royal. 
Air  Force- -of  Spain.,,  and.  Colonel  Rodriguez  Diaz  of  the  Guatemalan  Air  Corps. 

The  Spanish  aviators  arrived  at  France  Field  on  April  30th,  and  immediate- 
ly after  their  arrival  work  was  started  on  the  overhaul  of  their  plane  "The 
.Powerful  Jesus,"  a French  Breguct,  powered  with  a -600-h.p.  Hispano  Suiza: motor. 
The  work  was  done  by  a sergeant  mechanic  of  the  Spanish  Air  Force  and  members 
of  the  Panama  Air  Depot.,  The  work  was  completed  and  the  plane  tested  on  May 
Sth,  the  aviators  leaving. France  Field  for  Guatemala  City,  Guatemala,  on  the 
following  morning. 

Lieut Colonel  Diaz,  arrived  at  France  Field  in  a Ryan  monoplane  "The. 
Central  America"  on  a Good  Will  tour  of  Central  and  South  America.  He  is  at 
this  writing  enjoying  the  good  times  being  shown  him' by  the  populace  of  Panama 
and  Colon.' 

0O0 

..  CORPS  AREA  COMMANDER  PLEASED  WITH'  INSPECTION  OF 
: ....  ’ MITCHEL  FIELD 

• *.  . A*  .r  ' ...  * • 

Major-General  Ely,  Commanding  General  of  the  2nd  Corps  Area,  accompanied 
-by  members  of  his  Staff,  made  his  annual  tactical  inspection  of  Mitchel’ Field, 
N.Y.,  on  May  3th.  Immediately  upon  his  arrival  there  was : an- inspection' of 
planes  and  crews  and  tactical  transportation  out  on  the  line.  The  inspe-ction 
completed,  the  Mitchel  Field  personnel  were  immediately  plunged  into  a war  in 
which. the  Ninth  Observation  Group  at  that  station,  working  .with  an  imaginary 
corps,  held  back  an  equally  imaginary  Red  and  Black  force  coming  in  from  the 
east  of  Long  Island.  .•  -A. 

Reconnaissance  photographic  missions  were  flown,  message  centers  establish- 
ed and  panel  stations  and  dropping  grounds  maintained  by  members  of  the  field. 

In  the  course  of  the  reconnaissance  and  liaison  flights,  messages  were  success- 
fully picked  up  by  airplanes  from  the-  ground,  -The  -Group  operated  in  this  tac- 
tical maneuver  under  the  command  of  Captain  F.  M.  Brady,  with  Captain  Walter 
Bender  as  Group  Operations  Officer.  The  5th  Observation  Squadron  worked  along 
the  south  half  of  Long  Island  and  the  1st  Squadron  along  the  north  half. 

In  the  afternoon ' the  troops  and  barracks  were  inspected.  Before  leaving 
for.  Governors  Island,  the  General  ■expressed  himself  as  well  plea.sed  with  the 
appearance  of  the  officers  and  men  and  with  the  handling  of  the  tactical  prob- 
lems assigned  that  raornir-g.  The  immaculate  condition  of  the  two  new  brick 
barracks  in  which  .ar„e  housed. the  1st  and  61st  Squadrons,  elicited  his  favor- 
able comment  but  in ’no  way  detracted  from  his  pleasure  at  the  way  in  which  the 
Other  organizations ,..  housed  in  the  old  wooden  barracks,  had  fixed  Tip  these 
temporary  structures  for  t'he  confortand  recreation  of  their  .men. 

-bOo—h  l G . 

RADIO  BEACON  TOWER  AT  MITCHEL  -FIELD 

The  radio  beacon . tower  at  Mitchel  Field,  L. I.,  New  York,  has  just  been 
completed,  as.  has  most  of  the  building,  -and  the -generator  has  .just  been  moved 
in  under  cover.  ' If  the  beacon  signals  are  on  the  wave-length  band,  those  offi- 
cers on  the  post  owning  radios  will  have  the  pleasure  of  trying  to  tune  out  tho 
"Nf!  signal  of  the  beacon  from  the  commercial  ‘ concert  programs,  while- the  non- 
commissioned officers  living  on  the  other  end  of  the  post  will  have  an  equally 
interesting  experience  with  the  "A"  signal.  The  operators  of  the  radio  sets 
in  the  Squads  n Barrack  Day-rooms,  being  right  on  the  New  York  - Washington 
line,  - will  have  the.  center  "T"  signal  to  contend  with. 

. ' ' — oOo- — • •> 

Mr.  W.  E.  Huff ifian,  On  duty  at  the  Materiel’  Division,  Wright  Field,  .Dayton, 
Ohio,  took  the  Flight  Tutor  to  Pittsburgh  for  the  purpose  of  demonstrating  its 
capabilities  during  the  National  Elimination  Balloon  Race. 
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CUP'TISS  FALCON  MAKES  AN  COLD  TCI  IP  FPOM  TULSA  TO  WASHINGTON 

What  is  said  to  "be  the  fastest  trip  on  record  "between  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  and 
Bollin; ; Field,  Anacosi  n ci,  • D . C ; was  recently  made  by  Lieut:.  Louis  M.  Merrick, 

Air  Cores,  flying  an  Amy  Curtiss  Falcon,  powered  with  a Curtiss  Conqueror , 625 
h.p.  engine,  with  Colonel  Patrick  J.  Hurley,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  as  mas- 
se nger.  The  distance  of  1100  rules  between  the  two  points  was  covered  in  seven 
hours  and  15  minutes , with  a single  stop  at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  fuel. 

Secretary  Hurley  and  Lieut.  Merrick  were  returning  from  a two  weeks’  aerial 
inspection  tour  of  Army  posts  in  the  Nest  and  Middle  Nest.  The  Falcon  in  which 
they  were  flying  was  one  assigned  to  Bolling  Field  for  the  personal  use  of  the 
Hon.  F.  Trubee  Davison,  Assistant' Secretary  of  Naf  for  Aviation. 

oOo 

CAPTAIN  KEPNSP  ASSIGNED  TO  THE  MATSPIEL  DIVISION 
By  A,  M.  Jacobs 

Captain  William  E.  Kepner,  Air  Corps,  a recent  arrival  at  Wright  Field, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  and  new  Chief  of  the  Lighter- than- Air  Branch,  has  had  an  unusually 
interesting  education  in  his  chosen  work,  administered  as  it  lias  been  almost- as 
much  in  Marine  and  Navy  training  centers  as  in  those  of  the  Army. 

At  sixteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  Marine  Corps  as  a private  and  remain- 
ed with  it  from  1909  to  1913.  During  this  time  he  spent  three  years  in  the 
Philippine  Islands,  part  of  the  time  as  special  instructor.  At  the  end  of  this 
service  he  received  the  good  conduct  medal,  an  award  worth  while,  since  it  car- 
ried with  it  a monthly  pay  bonus  in  its  trail.  He  spent  three  years  at  Lakehurst 
and  holds  a Naval  certificate  of  training  as  a rigid-airship  pilot.  He  served 
on  the  LOS  ANGELES  as  assistant  navigator  for  six  months,  during  which  -time  sev- 
eral voyages  to  Bermuda  were  made , and  was  among  those  trained  by  the  German 
Zeppelin  crew  which  delivered  the-  LOS  ANGELES  to  the  United  States. 

. Captain  Kepner  came  into  the  Army  when 'he  went  to  the  Mexican  Border  with  - 
the  Indiana  National  Guard.  He  took  an  examination  for  a provisional  commission 
in  the  Army  in  1917.  During  the  Mar  he  was  with  the  Third  Division,  which  saw 
such  terrific  action  at  Chateau  Thierry  and  has  waged,  such  friendly  wars  of 
rivalry  over  honors  with  the  Second  Division  ev$r  since.  He  was  wounded  three 
times  in  twenty^-four  hours,  and  spent  the  subsequent  five  months  in  a hospital. 
After  the  war,  he  remained  in  Germany  with  the  Array  of  Occupation  until  1920. 

Winner  of  last  year's  National  and  International  Balloon  Paces,  the  latter 
of  which  carries  the  award  of  the  Gordon  Bennett  Trophy,  he  automatically  be- 
comes an  entrant  in  this  year's  International  Pace,  to  be  held  in  St.  Louis  ip 
September,  previous  to  his  coming  to  Wright  Field,  he  was  stationed  at  Kelly 
Field  on  a four  months'  detail  as  a student  of  the.  Observation  Course.  Prior  to 
that  tine,  at  Scott  Field,  111.,  Captain  Kepner  was  in  command  of  the  PS-1  (semi- 
rigid dirigible)  upon  which  he  negotiated  voyages  where  17  passengers,  food  for 
4 days,  1700  pounds  of  water,  fuel  for  74  hours,  and  freight  were  carried.  In 
June  he  will  go  on  leave  to  make  some  all-metal  airship  test  flights,  hut  other 
than  that  the  Materiel  Division  hopes  to  ho.vo  the  benefit  of  his  services  for  a 
long  period. 

oOo 

DEGPES  TO  BE  CONIEPPSD  UPON  GENEPAL  FSCHET 

An  aerial -.exhibition 'will  be  staged  over  the  grounds  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Military  College,  Chester,  ?a.  ,.  on  June  19th,  on  which  date  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Aeronautical  Science  will  be  conferred  by  the  college  authorities  upon  Major- 
General  Janes  E.  Fechet,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  and  Admiral  William  A.  Moffett, 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Aeronautics,  Navy  Department, 

Fifteen  Army  airplanes  will  participate  in  the  exhibition,  comprising  three 
Pursuit  type  planes  from  Bolling  Field,  D.G.;  six  Observation  planes  from  an 
Observation  Squadron  at  .Mitchel  Field,  N.Y.,  and  six  Bombardment  planes  from  the 
2nd  Bombardment  Group,  Langley  Field,.  Va.  Major  Hugh  J.  Knerr,  Air  Cores,  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group,  lias  been  designated  as  Officer  in 
Charge  of  the  aviation  program,  and  the -participating  pilots  have  been  instruct- 
ed to  land  at  Mustin  Field,  Naval  Aircraft  Factory,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  not  later 
than  11:00  a.rn. , on  the  above  mentioned  date.  The  aerial  exhibition  will  com- 
mence at  3:00  p.m. , and  last  for  about  45  minutes. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT  ORDERS  AFFECTING  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS 

Change s of  Station;  Captain  Audrey  I . Eagle  from  Air  Cort>s  Detachment, 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas , to  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Captain  Arthur  E.  Sasterbrook,  Kelly  Field,  to  the  Philippines,  sailing 
from  New  York  about  December  6th. 

Captain  Morris  Berman  from  Walter  Reed  General ■ Hospital , Washington,  to 
Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Captain  Robin  A.  Day,  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  for 
duty  with  Air  Corps  Detachment. 

Following  officers  are  relieved  from  assignment  and  duty  indicated  after 
name  and  will  proceed  to  Duncan  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  reporting  not  later 
than  July  15,  1829,  to  Commanding  General,  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  for  duty: 
Captain  Wn.  C.  Ockor,  Crissy  Field;  1st  Lieut.  Ivan  L.  Procter,  Chanute  Field; 
1st  Lieut.  Louie  C.  Mallory,  2nd  Li  cuts,.  Frank  G.  Irvin,  Russell  Keillor,  Frank 
H.  Robinson,  Self  ridge  Field;  2nd  Lieut.  Reuben  Kyle,  Jr . Maxwell  Field;  2nd 
Lieut.  Charles  ,B.  Overacker,  Jr.,  Mitchel  Field;  2nd  Lieuts.  Herbert  E.  Rice  and 
Bernard  C.  Rose,  Marshall  Field;  2nd  Lieut.  Alfred  H.  Johnson,  Langley  Field; 

2nd  Lieut.  Henry  H.  Baxter,  Rockwell  Field. 

Captain  Frederic  B.  Wieners,  San  Antonio  Air  Deuot,  for  duty  with  Organized 
Reserves,  8th  Corns  Area,  in  addition  to  his  other  duties. 

Orders  assigning  Can tain  Lloyd  L.  Harvey  to  March  Field  amended  so  as  to 
assign  him  to  Fort  Crockett,  Texas. 

Captain  Hubert  V.  Hopkins  and  2nd. Lieut.  George  F.  Schulgen,  upon  completio 
of  course  of  instruction  at  Air  Corps  Engineering  School,  to  Cambridge,  Mass., 
for  duty  as  students  at  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology. 

1st  Lieut.  Robert  E.  Selff,  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  to  Rockwell  Field, 

Co ronado , Calif. 

1st  Lieut.  Edward  L.  Fernsten,  Fitzsimons  General  Hospital,  Denver,  Colo., 
to  report  to  President  of  Army  Retiring  Board  at  that  hospital  for  examination. 

1st  Lieut.  Robert  T.  Zano,  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  to  panama  Canal  Zone 
for  duty  with  Air  Corps  and  additional  duty  with  the  Governor  of  the  Canal  Zone, 
sailing  about  June  6,  1929. 

Folio wing- named  officers  relieved  from  present  assignment  and  duty  as  stu- 
dents, Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  and  to  proceed  to  stations 
indicated  upon  completion  of  present  course  of  instruction: 

1st  Lieut . 'David  AT,  El  linger  to  Dodd  Field,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut.  Frederick.  A.  Bacher,  Jr.,  to  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 

2nd  Lieut.  William  A.  Harbold  to  Mitchel  Field,  New  York. 

2nd  Lieut.  Guy  B.  Henderson  to  Maxwell  Field,  Alabama. 

2nd  Lieut.  Mark  K.  Lewis,  Jr.,  Field  Artillery,  to  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 

2nd  Lieut.  Samuel  W.  Van  Meter,  Cavalry,  to  Marshall  Field,  Kansas. 

Orders  directing  2nd  Liout.  John  A.  Winofordner , Selfridge  Field,  to  pro- 
ceed to  Chanute  Field  for  duty  as  student  in  Communications  Course  revoked. 

'.2nd  Lieut.  Robert  L.  Schoenlein,  Selfridge  Field,  to  Chanute  Field,  111., 
'not  later  than  October  1st  for  duty  as  student,  Communications  Course. 

1st  Lieut.  Muir  S.  Fairchild  from  Air  Corps  Engineering  School,  Wright 
Field,  to  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  as  Air  Corps  Representative,  Douglass  Company. 

1st  Lieut.  James  G.  Taylor,  Air  Corps  Engineering  School,  Wright  Field,  t<? 
Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas. 

1st  Lieut.  Edward  H.  Wood,  from  duty  as  student  Army  Industrial  College, 
Washington,  D.C.,  to  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111. 

1st  Lieut.  Martinus  Stenseth,  Self ridge  Field,  to  Office  Chief  of  Air 
Corps,  Was hingt o n , D . C . 

1st  Lieut.  Harold  A.  McGinnis  from  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps  to  Cambridge, 
Mas s . , for  'duty  as  student  at  Graduate  School  of.  Business  Administration, 

Harvard  University. 

1st  Lieut.  Randolph  P.  Williams,  Scott  Field,  111.,  to  duty  as  student  at 
•Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.  Cambridge.,  ■■.Mass . 

Following  officers  assigned  for  duty  as  students,  Army  Industrial  College, 
•Washington,  D.C.,  1929-1930  course,  reporting  August  20th:  1st  Lieuts.  Bennett 
E;  Meyers,  Janes  B.  Jordan,  James  C.  Cluck,  JohnS.  Gullet. 

2nd  Lieut.  Jordan  F.  Haney,  Fort  Sam  Houston,-  Texas,  to  Air  Corps  Training 
Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  not  later  than  July  15th. 

1st  Lieut.  Russell  M.  Greenslade,  Fairfield  Ain  Depot,  to  New  York  City 
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1st  Lieut.  John  Beveridge,  Jr.  , from  duty  at  Hew  York  City  as  District  “Pro- 
perty Survey  Officer  to  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  Washington,  D.C. 

Detailed  to  Air  Corns. and  to  Brooks  Field;  Texas,  July  1 for  training; 

2nd  Lieut.  Janes  F.  Collins,  Field  Artillery;  2nd  Lieut.  Janes  E.  Briggs, 
Field  Artillery;  2nd  Lieut.  John  F.  Bird,  Field  Artillery. 

ueservo  Officers  assigned  to  extended  active  duty;  1st  Lieut.  Charles  M. 
Gravatt  to  June  30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Dewey  Bartlo  to  Langley  Field,  Ya. , to  June -27,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Janes  Parke s to  Fort  Crockett,  Texas,  to  May  31,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Janes  Dudley  Pendleton,  pope  Field,  H . C . , to  May  31,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  George  Henry  Holnes  to  Fort  Crockett,  Texas,  to  May  31,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Everett  L.  Edmonds ton  to  Dodd  Field,  Fort  San  Houston,  Texas, 
to  June  30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieuts.  Harry  Watts  Fowler  and  Alexander  B.  Orr  to  Fort  San  Houston, 
Texas,  to  May  31,  1930. 

Following  officers,  who  will  he  discharged  as  Flying  Cadets  at  Kelly  Field, 
Texas,  June  27,  1929,  are  ordered  to  active  duty  for  one  year  and  will  proceed 
to  stations  indicated  for  duty:  2nd  Lieut.  Albert  Wynne  Shepherd  to  Maxwell 
Field,  Ala. ; 2nd  Lieut.  Frank  Eugene  Qu indry  to  Self ridge  Field,  Mich.;  2nd 
Lieut.  lieuben  Columbus  Hood  to  Langley  Field,  Ya.  ; 2nd  Lieut . Harold  Webb 
Bowman  to  Bockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.;  2nd  Lieuts.  Mills  Spencer  Savage 
and  Slner  Hi chard  Miller  and  Carl  AT  Storrie , first  named  to  Fort  Crockett, 
Galveston,  Texas,  and  two  last  named  to  Fort  Son  Houston,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut.  David, Bobert  Johnson  to  Marshall  Field,  Kansas,  to  June  30,1930. 

Believed  from  Detail  to  the  Air  Corps;  2nd  Lieut.  James  Y.  Thompson,  to 
10th  Infantry,  Fort  Thomas,  Ky. ; 2nd  Lieut.  Paul  D.  Peery  to  6th  Coast  Artillery, 
Fort  Winfield  Scott,  Calif.;  2nd  Lieut.  Vera  H.  Wiseman  to  3rd  Infantry,  Fort 
Snell-ihg,  Minn. 

Bos Ignat ions ; 2nd  Lieutenants  Harold  A.  'Wheaton  --  Lee  Francis  Duncan  — 
James  Douglas  Curtis  — Edward  Feron  Booth. 

- — -o0o— 

FLYEBS  ABBIV3  FB0M  PJJTAIAi  FOB  BOMB  BIG  MATCHES 

The  arrival  at  Langley  Field,  Ya. , of  Army  Air  Corps  pilots  from  France 
Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  marked  the  second  consecutive  year  when  personnel 
from  one  of  our  insular  Possessions  flew  to  Langley  Field  for  the  purpose  of 
participating  in  the  annual  machine  gun  and- bombing  matches. 

Five  Army  airmen  in  three  planes,  one  a PW- 9 Pursuit  ship  and  the  two 
others  the  0-2  Observation  type,  accomplished  the  flight  without  incident.  It. 
Charles  G.  pearcy  piloted  the  Pursuit  ship,  while  Lieuts.  J.H.  Jones  and  O.C. 
Bushey  flew  one  Observation  ship  and  Lieuts.  B.T.  Cronau  and  B.B.  Davidson  the 
other  one.  The  flight  was  accomplished  in  seven  days  and  in  a total  flying 
time  of  38  hours  and  45  minutes.  Ho  effort  was  made  to  break  any  speed  records, 
the  long  aerial  journey  being  made  in  easy  stages.  Had  there  been  any  reason 
to  speed  up  the  flight,  it  could  have  been  accomplished  in  three  days. 

The  Army  flyers  left  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  at  6:35  a.m. , Mag 
14th,  arriving  at  Managua,  Nicaragua,  at  1:45  p.m.  that  day.  Leaving  Managua. -at  " 
7:10  a.m.  the  following  day,  they  arrived  at  Belize,  British  Honduras,  at  11:40 
a.m.  On  May  16th,  at  6:05  a.m,,.  they  left  for  Havana,  arriving  at  the  Cuban 
capital  at  1.2:40  p.n.  Leaving  Havana  at.  S;05  a.m.,  the  following  day,  they  a p-* 
rived  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,'  at  4:50  p.n.  At  Jacksonville  Lieut.  Pearcy  left  •. 
his  companions  and  flew  to  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of  haring 
some  necessary  alterations  made  to  his  plane.  The  two  observation  ships  took 
the  air  again  at  Jacksonville  at  10:00  a.m.  , May  18th,  arriving  at  Maxwell  Field, 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  at  1:00  p.n.  Here  the  planes  were  inspected  and  serviced.  Un- 
favorable weather  conditions  delayed  their  departure  for  Langley  Field. until 
7:15  a.m.,  May  21st.  This  last  leg  of  the  Panama  flight  was  accomplished  in  9 
hours  and  4C  minutes.  From  France  Field  to  Maxwell  Field  the  Army  airmen  were 
favored  by  t^.  cellent  flying  weather. 

The  arrival  of  the  Army  planes  at  Belize  marked  the  first  time  that;  land 
planes  have  set  their  wheels  down  at  this  new  Pan-American  landing  field.  The 
Army  pilots  were  also  the  first  ones  to  fly  from  panama  to  the  United  States 
over  this  particular  route. 
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HONORABLE  E . TRUB't-T!  DAVISON  RETURNS  FROM  INSPECTION  TRIP 

Honorable  F.  Trubee  David on,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  returned  to 
Washington. today  at  the  termination  of  a 7,000  mile  flight  on  an  inspection 
cf  ^ir  Cor  s activities  which  commenced  on  May  8th.  Mr.  Davison  visited  St. 
Louis,  Dallas,  San  Antonio,  San  Diego,  Los  Angeles,  Sen  Francisco,  Sacramento, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Omaha  end  Dayton,  where  lie  was  present  during  the  maneuvers. 

In  San  Antonio  Mr.  Davison  inspected  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  and 
Randolph  Field,  where-  the  major  training  activities  of  the  Air  Corps  eventual- 
ly will  bo  established.  Work  is  now  well  under  way  on  the  Field  for  which 
$8,500,000  already  have  been  made  available. 

At  San  Diego  Mr.  Davison  inspected  the  Pursuit  Croup  and  the  Air  Corps 
Depot  at  Rockwell  Field.  At  Los  Angeles  he  looked  into  Air  Corps  affairs  in 
the  National  Cuard  and  Organized  Reserves.  At  San  Diego,  Los  Angeles  and  San 
Francisco  examination  was  made  of  sites  for  location  of  the  Pacific  Supply  and 
Repair  Depot  which  in  the  near  future  must  be  moved  from  Rockwdll  Field. 

At  Sacramento  Mr.  Davison  inspected  Mather  Field,  a war-time  installation 
which  is  now  inactive.  At  Salt  Lake  City  he  looked  into  Air  Corps  Reserve 
activities. 

In  commenting  on  the  maneuvers  which  have  been  in  progress  during  the 
past  two  weeks  in  Ohio,  Mr.  Davisoii  stated:  "These  are  the  first  maneuvers 
held  within  the  United  States  where  Air  forces  have  been  attached  to  the  op- 
posing armies.  They  have  constituted  a marked  success  from  every  standpoint. 
There  was  developed  between  ground  and  Air  troops  a fine  coordination  which  is 
essential  to  .success  in  general  military  operations.  Ground  officers  were  af~ 
forded ' an.  .opportunity  to  see  the  great  striking  power  of  an  Air  force  and  the 
possibility  of  its  development.  On  the  other  hand,  Air  troops  had  an  opportun- 
ity to  function  smoothly,  with  ground  units. 

"The  simulated  bombardment  of  New  York  City  from  Dayton  was  a significant 
feat,  especially  as  it  was  accomplished  binder  extremely  adverse  conditions  of 
fog  in  the  region  over  the  Allegheny  Mountains. 

"The  experience  gained  by  having  two  opposing  Air  forces  was  of  utmost 
importance.  There  ensued  tactical  developments  which  may  have  a decided  ef- 
fect on  alterations  in  Air  tactics. 

"As  a whole  the  equipment  functioned  very  satisfactorily . 

"Actual  staffs  at  reduced  strength  for  the  Blue  Army,  2 Blue  Corps,  6 
Blue  Divisions  and  the  staffs  of  the  Air  Corps  tactical  units  were  assembled, 
to  direct  the  movements  both  on  the  ground  and  in  the  air.  By  this  method  we 
have  been  able  to  give  the  staff  officers  of  all  units  down  to  and  including 
divisions  on  the  ground  and  squadrons  in  the  air  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
function  in' a chain  of  command  where  simulated  field  operations  were  taking 
place.  And  after  all  it  must  be  realized,  that  the  outcome  of  battle  depends 
largely  upon  the  proper  training  and  functioning  of  a staff. 

"To  represent  the  ground  forces  a very  ingenious  method  was  used  in  these 
exercises  to  represent  troops  by  various  panels  on  the  ground,  the  movement 
of  these  panels  representing  actual  movements  over  the  terrain.  In  this  way 
the  Air  forces  observing  for  both  forces  actually  can  have  opportunities  to 
pick  up’  and  report  movements  to  the  higher  commanders. 

"A  major  part  of  the  tactical  units  of  our  Air'  forces  in  the  continental 
limits. of  the  United  States  were  assembled  in  Ohio.  Approximately  200  planes 
of  all  types  were  flown  from  the  .four’  corners  of  the  United  States.  By  this 
concentration  of  cur  Air  forces  on  absolute  schedule,  despite  unfavorable 
weather  conditions,  an  admirable,  demonstration  was  made  Qf  the  possibilities 
of  our  aircraft  to  annihilate  time  and  space'.  Both  the  Red  and  Blue  armies 
had  about  100  planes  each  to  represent  their  Army  Air  Service.  The  Commanding 
General  had  the  opportunity  to  have  under  his  command  this  important  force  for 
reconnaissance,  for  operations. against  the  enemy  and  for  observation  from  the 
air  by  staff  officers  of  the  operations  which  •> otherwise  ’would  not  have  been  re- 
ported to  tl  Commanding  General  until  hours  later • 

"The  bomuers  wrovided  the  Army  Commander  with  long  range  artillery  having 
great  destructive  power  and  reasonable  degree  of  accuracy. 

’"From  a tactical  view  point  the  experience  gained  in  these  maneuvers  has 
been  of  inestimable  value  in .helping  to  formulate  a training  directive  for  the 
Air  Corps  for  the  coming  year.  It  is  regrettable  that  those  combined  maneu- 
vers cannot  be  held  more  frequently. 
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11  It  is  extremely  ■unfortunate  that  a loss  of  human  life  must  he  taken  in 
the  development  of  aerial  tactics.  But  these  maneuvers  as  they  havo  been  con- 
ducted here  simulato  very  closely  what  would  happen  in  the  air  in  time  of  war. 
Unless  such  a procedure  is  followed  progress  does  not  take  place,  and  without 
progress  we  would  not  he  prepared  for  war. 

"I  congratulate  General  Nolan,  General  Foulois  and  the  officers  of  the 
entire  command  on  the  splendid  success  which  has  attended  this  effort  in  the 
accomplishment  of  a most  valuable  period  of  training  in  preparation  for  our 
National  Defense.1’ 

0O0 — - 

MEDICAL  MEN  VISIT  ROCKWELL  FIELD 

On  May  7th  and  8th,  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Cal.,  had  the  pleasure  of 
entertaining  some  of  the  delegates  of  the  58th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Cali- 
fornia Medical  Association.  A tri-motorod  Fokker  airplane  was  converted  tem- 
porarily into  an  ambulance  airplane  for  the  visitors  to  inspect,  and  much  en- 
thusiasm was  shown.  Ma/j or  .Woolf ord  and  Capt . Stanley,  of  Rockwell  Field,  gave 
the  visitors  a demonstration  of  physical  examination  for  flying.  Major  Wool- 
ford  was  in  charge  of  the  Army’s  part  in  the  California  Medical  Association 
Convention  program. 

oOO' 

NEW  STUDENTS  FOR  ADVANCED  FLYING  SCHOOL 

Present  indications  are  that  the  class  scheduled  to  report  at  the  Advanc- 
ed Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  on  July  1st  next  will 
number  approximately  120  students.  There  are  at  present  67  students  taking 
the  basic  course  at  the  Primary  Flying  School  at  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  and  60 
taking  a similar  course  at  the  Primary  Flying  School  at  March. 'Field,  Riverside, 
Cal.  Among  the  67  students  at  Brooks  Field  are  52  officers  who  are  graduates 
of  the  last  class  at  the  United  States  Military  Academy,  West  Point,  N.Y. 

oOo 

PREPARATION  OF  BOMBER  FOR  REFUELING 
By  A.M.  Jacobs 

In  connection  with  the  refueling  work,  which  was  a feature  of  the  Spring 
Maneuvers  of  the  Air  Corps,  the  Materiel  Division  was  directed  to  prepare  at 
Wright  Field  a standard  LB-7  (Keystone  Bomber,  equipped  with  twin  Hornet  en- 
gines) as  the  place  to  be  refueled.  This  was  the  first  instance  of  the  use  of 
a Bomber  for  refueling  in  the  air,  the  purpose  being  to  show  tho  feasibility  of 
refueling  on  bombing  expeditions  in  time  of  emergency,  thus  extending  the  nor- 
mal cruising  range  of  the  bombing  plane. 

The  standard  fuel  tank  capacity  of  tho  LB-7  is  350  gallons.  Two  auxiliary 
gas  tanks,  giving  the  plane  an  extra  fuel  capacity  of  300  gallons,  were  instal- 
led in  the  fuselage,  with  a three  inch  metal  pipe  line  leading  to  them  from 
a gasoline  intake  which  was  placed  in  the  top  of  the  fuselage  near  tho  rear 
gunner’s  cockpit.  This  intake  is  unique,  in  that  the  tapered  nozzle  of  the 
refueling  hose  from  the  plane  above  forms  a close  fit  into  the  tapered  receiv- 
er which  has  at  the  mouth  a,  flexible  rubber  disk.  By  means  of  this  positive 
connection,  waste  of  gasoline  as  well  as  spilling  over  the  fuselage  and  the  man 
handling  the  hose  is  eliminated.  A tight  fitting  stopper’  closes  the  mouth  of 
the  intake  when  refueling  has  been  accomolished. 

The  gasoline  flows  from  the  intake  into  a pipe  extending  along  the  upper 
left  longeron  of  the  fuselage  to  the  auxiliary  gas  talcs.  The  refueling  hose 
in  the  LB-7  is  handled  from  the  rear  gunner’s  cockpit.  Since  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  tho  flyer  handling  the  hose  to  keep  an  eye  also  upon  the  refueling 
tank  within  a small  round  window  of  celluloid  has  been  placed  in  the  covering 
across  the  top  of  tho  fuselage  so  that  signals  may  be  received  when  the  tank  is 
approximately  full.  A standard  riding  light  has  been  placed  atop  the  fuselage 
near  the  intake  for  visibility  in  night  refueling. 

A forty  gallon  auxiliary  oil  tank  was  installed  in  the  front  gunner’s  com- 
partment under  the  pilot’s  seat  and  a replenishing  pump  provided  to  pump  oil 
to  eitner  or  .both  engines.  A standard  gasoline  wobble  pump,  with  suitable  linos 
and  valves,  pumps  the  fuel  supply  to  the  wing  tanks  during  flight.  A small  in- 
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strument  beard,  containing  an  airspeed  indicator  and  pilot’s  director  is  in- 
stalled in  the  homier’ s cockpit  for  the  navigator.;  and  the  compass  controller 
placed  in  such  position  as  to  -he  easily  operated  by  him  during  flight.  Drift 
lines  have  also  been  painted' on  the  lower  front  glass  window.  Special  sight 
gauges,  equipped  with  lights  so  -that  they  may  he  easily  readihle  at  night, 
are  installed  on  the  wing  gasoline  tanks  and  on  the  engine  nacelle  oil  tanks. 

Messrs . C.Y.  Johnson  and  3.S . Lippman,  under  the  advice  of  Lieut.  Richter, 
who  was  a member  of  the  team  which  made  the  original  successful  refueling  dem- 
onstrations held  in  California  hack  in  1923,  were  the  project  engineers  in 
charge  of  these  alterations® 

Because  of  the  air  tight  feature  of  the  present  refueling  connection  whicl 
forces  the  gasoline  under  pressure  head  of  the  fuel  from  the  refueling  ship 
into  the  tafcs  of  the  refueled  ship,  engineers  have  conceived  the  possibility  oJ 
eliminating  auxiliary  tanks  and  wobble  pumps  completely,  and  routing  the  gaso- 
line directly  to  the  wing  tanks.  Ibis  would  obviously  prove  a decisive  step 
forward  in  refueling  operations  should  the  scheme  test  out  successfully. 

0O0 

HOME  TO  DEW-''  YORK  TO-STOP  ELIG-HT 

The  Acting  Military  Attache,  American  Embassy,  Rome,  Italy,  reports  that 
his  office  is  reliably  informed  that  the  Italian  R.  Aeronautica  is  seriously 
considering  the  possibility  of  a non-stop  flight  from  Rome  to  New  York.  Gen- 
eral Italo  Balbo,  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Air,  will  be  the  chief 
pilot.  He  will  be  assisted  by  a second  pilot  (navigating  officer)  and  a 
mechanic  who  will  also  take  care  of  the  radio  sets. 

The  machine  built  for  this  flight  is  almost  completed  in  the  shops  of  the 
Savoia.  Co.  of  Soste  Calende.  It  is  a sister  ship  of  the  S-64  which  flew  suc- 
cessfully from  Rome  to  Brazil  in  1928.  It  is  equipped  with  the  Fiat  A-22 
engine  of  550  h.p,,  but  will  have  a variable  pitch  metal  propeller  which  has 
just  been  completed  'by  Eng.  Marchetti.  The  gasoline  tanks  of  this  plane  have 
an  aggregate  capacity  of  4,000  liters,  which  insures  approximately  80  hours 
endurance . 
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'NOTES  FROM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 
0O0 

Langley  Field,  Va.,  Mar  10th: 

19 Hi  Air shin  Company  - Lt . M.E..  McHugo:  On  the  23d  of  April,  at  9:00  P.M., 
a Free  Balloon  with -1st  Lieut s..  R.P.  Williams,  pilot,  and  L.F.  Young,  aide, 
took  off  on  a night  training  flight.  The  balloon  landed  at  .11:30  P.M.  at  Locust. 
Hill,  Va.,  where  Lieut*  Young  got  out.  Lieut.  Williams  took  off  again  and  land- 
ed at  Cowart,  Va.,  at  1:40  A.M.  Lieut.  Williams  is  attached  to  this  organiza- 
tion for  flying  duty. 

1st  Lieut.  U.G.  Ent  and  a detail  of  ten  men  from  this  organization  left 
the  Field  last  Friday  for  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Lieut.  Ent  participated  in  the  Na- 
tional Balloon  Race  held  on  May  4th.  While  in  Pittsburgh  the  men  were  the 
guests  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  that  city.  Lieut.  Ent  was  entered  in  the 
races  last  year  as  aide  to  Lieut.  Evert,  but  a short  while  after  taking  off 
their  craft  was  destroyed  when  struck  by  lightning  and  Lieut.  Evert  was  killed. 

An  observation  Balloon  for  work  in  connection  with  the  Coast  Artillery  was 
inflated  at  Fort  Monroe.  So  far  no  flights  have  been  made  due  to  high  winds 
and  rain. 

The  19th  Baseball  Team  defeated  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School  Detachment 
by  the  score  of  6 to  2.  The  game  was  well  played  throughout.  For  eight  inn- 
ings the  19th  completely  outclassed  their  foremost  rivals  for  Post  Honors,  but 
in  the  9th  inning  the  Air  Corps' Tactical  School  came  back  strong  and  scored 
their  only  two  runs  of  the  game  on  two  hits  and  an  error.  Up  to  this  time  the 
Air  Corps  Tactical  School  had  garnered  only  one  scratch  hit  off  Shaver,  19th 
Mound  Star.  Foster,  pitching  for  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  was  touched  up 
for  ten  safeties.  The  hitting  of  Tyrrell  and  Harper,  Shaver’s  pitching  and  the 
defensive  play  of  the  19th  featured  the  battle. 

2nd  Bombardment  Croup  - Luut.  W.C.  Bentley:  After  several  weeks  of  en- 
forced idleness,  the  majority  of  the  LE-SA’s  of  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group  are 
back  in  commission  with  heavy  duty  L^bei'tys  installed  in  place  of  those  with 
the  lighter  crankshafts. 

Record  bombing  has  been  almost  completed  with  Lieut.  A.H.  Johnson  loading 
for  place  on  the  team  to  represent  the  Group  in  the  Annual  Bombing  Matches. 
Lieut.  A.J.  Kerwin  Malone  holds  second  place  and  Lieut.  Donald  Buckman  third. 
Eighteen  members  of  the  Group  qualified  as  expert  bomber. 

Lieut.  H.J.  Zimmerman  washed  cut  an  L3-5A  while  transporting  supplies  to 
Byrd  Field.  The  ship  crashed  in  front  of  the  Post  Theatre.  Luckily,  no  one 
was.  hurt . 

During  the  Flexible  Machine  Gun  firing,  the  96th  Bombardment  Squadron 
qualified  the  following:  one  expert,  three  sharpshooters  and  ten  marksmen, 
which  was  a relatively  high  percentage  in  comparison  with  the  other  squadrons 
of  the  group . 

Cross-country  trips  for  the  members  of  the  Group  are  among  those  hazy 
things  dreamed  of  but  seldom  realized.  With  over  sixty  officers  in  the  Group 
to  use  two  0-11’ s,  two  PT’s  and  a‘C-I-C,  we  are,  indeed,  in  luck  if  we  get 
beyond  the  mud.  flats  of  Hampton. 

Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Cs,l . , May  21st 

Lieut. -Col.  F.L.  Behr,  I.G.D.,  Corps  Area  Inspector,  of  the  Ninth  Corps 
Area,  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field,  May  14th, for  purpose  of  making  Annual  General 
Inspection  and  Survey  of  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot  and  Rockwell  Field.  The  In- 
spector remained  at  Rockwell  Field,  until  May  17th. 

Col.  William  G.  Gambrill,  Q.M.C.,  Corps  Area  Inspector,  of  the  Ninth  Corps 
Area,  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field,  May  17th,  to  inspect  the  Quartermaster  Activ- 
ities and  installations. 

Lieut.  C.E.  Thomas,  Jr.,  Rockwell  Air  Depot,  was  transferred  to  the  San 
Antonio  Air  Depot,  leaving  this  station,  May  6th.  While  at  the  Rockwell  Air 
Depot  only  a short  time,  Lieut.  Thomas  became  very  popular,  and  it  is  with  re- 
gret that  the  Depot  sees  him  go  to  his  new  post. 

Major  Carl  Spatz , A.C.,  reported  for  duty  at  Rockwell  Field,  May  6th,  and 
assumed  command  of  the  Tactical  Organisation  at  the  Field. 
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War  Department  orders  were  received  at  Rockwell  Field  assigning  Capt . Miles 
W.  Kresge,  Ordnance  Department,  to  this  station  for  duty. 

Rockwell  Field  is  also  in  receipt  of  orders  assigning  1st  Lieut.  Robert  E. 
Selff,  Air  Corps,  to  this  post  for  duty. 

Capt.  Stanley  C.  Smock,  Veterinary  Corps,  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field,  May 
8th,  for  purpose  of  inspecting  public  animals. 

Maj . J.H.  Houghton,  A.C.,  Chief  Engineer  Officer  of  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot, 
received  War  Department  orders  assigning  him  to  duty  at  the  Middletown  Air 
Depot.  He  will  leave  this  station  sometime  in  June  for  his  new  post. 

Col.  C.C.  Culver,  A.C.,  was  a recent  visitor  at  Rockwell  Field,  arriving  by 
airplane  from  Langley  Field,  Va.  After  having  the  engine  changed  in  his  plane, 
he  proceeded  to  Clover  Field.  The  purpose  of  Col.  Culver’s  visit  was  to  observe 
methods  of  conducting  aviation  operations  not  only  at  Rockwell  Field  but  at  all 
Army  flying  fields  included  in  his  itinerary. 

War  Department  orders  were  received  transferring  2nd  Lieut.  H.C.  Lichten- 
berger,  A.C.,  11th  Bombardment  Squadron,  to  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111.,  for 
duty  as  student  in  course  of  instruction  in  maintenance  engineering.  2nd  Lieut. 
J.S.Stowell,  A.C.,  7th  Bombardment  Group,  also  received  orders  transferring  him 
to  Chanute  Field  as  student  in  course  of  instruction  in  aerial  photography. 

Lieut.  C.P.Kane,  A.C.,  Depot  Supply  Officer,  gave  a talk  before  the  Re- 
serve Officers’  Association  at  a luncheon  held  recently  in  San  Diego.  The  mili- 
tary status  of  Japan,  gleamed  during  Lieut.  Kane’s  tour  of  duty  in  that  country, 
was  the . subject  of  his  talk. 

Major  D.B.  Uctherwood,  Chief  of  the  Finance  Section,  Office  of  the  Chief  of 
the  Air  Corps,  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field,  May  16th.  While  here  Ma j . Hetherwood 
made  an  inspection  of  the  proposed  Army  Air  Depot  site  at  the  south  end  of  the 
bay  at  Chula  Vista.  He  was  the  guest  of  the  Aviation  Committee  of  the  San  Diego 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  a luncheon  held  at  the  Cuyamaca  Club,  San  Diego. 

The  civilian  employees  of  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot  held  their  Second  Annual 
Picnic  at  El  Monte  Park,  Calif.,  on  May  17th.  Approximately  600  employees,  in- 
cluding their  families  and  friends,  turned  out  to  enjoy  the  program  of  field 
events,  entertainment,  dancing  and  Barbecue  Supper  prepared  by  the  committee. 

A most  enjoyable  time  was  had  by  all  present,  most  every  one  staying  until  the 
end  of  the  day's  program.  All  are  looking  forward  to  next  year’s  picnic. 

March  Field,  Riverside,  Cal1.,  May  11th 

1st  Lieut.  Frederick  V.K.  Kimble,  A.C.  who  has  been  Commandant  of  the-  Fly- 
ing Cadet  Detachment  at  March  Field  since  the  reopening  two  years  ago,  left-  hero 
today  on  the  Union  Pacific  for  Washington,  D.C.,  to  assume  duties  in  the  office 
of  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  Hurley.  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Kimble  will  make  their 
heme  in  Washington, 

The  nature  of  his  duties  in  the  Assistant  Secretary’s  office  is  unknown  to 
the  Lieutenant  now,  his  only  directions  being  the  instructions  received  some 
time  ago  to  report  there.  May  15th. 

Lieut.  Kimble  has  grided  every  March  Field  class  of  cadets  through,  the. 
course  here  since  the  opening  of  the  post  as  a school.  He  has  endeared  himself 
to  his  cadets  and  the  field  personnel  in  general,  not  to  mention  Riversiders 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  by  his  friendliness  and  genial  disposition. 

Regrets  have  been  expressed  by  his  friends  here  over  the  >p.opular  officer’s 
transfer,  but  they  realize  that  the  appointment  is  a distinct  promotion  and  one 
that  recognises  his  ability . Lieut.  Kimble  was  said  by  friends  t,o  be  .reluctant 
to  leave  Riverside  and  has  expressed  the  hope  that  he  may  return  some  time. 

The  cadet  commandant  expressed  a touching  farewell  to  his  budding  pilots 
Wednesday.  They  flew  in  a final  formation'  for.  him  and  after  they  landed. he. 
gave  a short  talk,  urging  them  to  give  to  his  successor  the  same  devotion  as 
students  as  they  had  accorded  him,  and  thanked  them  for  their  cooperation. 

As  he  concluded  his  farewell,  one  of  the  upper  classmen  presented  him  with 
a traveling  r t on  behalf  of  the  cadets. 

The  assignment  of  1st  Lieut.  James  M.  Be vans,  A C . to  the  command .of  the 
flying  cadet  detachment  of  March  Field-,  'Succeeding  1st  Lieut.  Frederick  V.H. 
Kimble,  A.C.,  ordered  to  Washington,  was  made  public  yesterday  by  Post  Command- 
er Millard  F.  Harmon. 

Lieut.  Bevans,  although  comparatively  young,  has  proven  himself  a capable 
instructor  during  his  period  of  duty  at  March  Field.-  H©  was  transferred  here 
last  year  from  the  instructor's  school  at  Sen  Antonio,  Texas.  Prior  to  that 
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time  he  was  stationed  at  Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas. 

The  new  commandant  is  the  son  of  Col.  J.L.  Bevans,  retired  army  officer, 
residing  in  Thorrasville , da.  His  training  extended  over  a period  of  ten  years. 

He  is  a Princeton  graduate,  and  has  a year  of  Military  Academy  instruction. 

Lieut.  Bevans  was  commissioned  a 1st  Lieutenant  of  the  Field  Artillery  in 
1921,  and  transferred  to  the  Air  Service  in  1925.  In  that  year  he  reported  for 
flying  instruction  at  Brooks  and  Kelly  Fields,  San  Antonio  . He  was  transferred 
to  the  Air  Corps  on  Oct.  4,  1927,  and  has  "been  on  duty  at  March  Field  since  that 
time. 

The  officer’s  military  wedding  to  Lorna  Downs  Morgan,  daughter -of  a promi- 
nent River sido  family,  was  one  of  the  outstanding  social  events  of  the  early 
spring  here. 

In  the  new  position  of  Commandant  of  Cadets , Lieut.  Bevans  will  havo  a w 
great  deal  to  do  with  carrying  out  tho  flying  and  academic  instruction  course 
given  the  students  in  the  March  Field  School.  More  than  125  former  College  stu- 
dents now  are  enrolled  in  the  two  classes,  ono  of  which  is  scheduled  to  complete 
its  primary  training  here  in  the  latter  part  of  dune  and  go  to  Kelly  Field  for 
the  advanced  instruction.  Another  group  will  enter  the  school  at  that  time. 

Lieut.  Bevans  is  well  liked  throughorit  the  post  personnel  and  through  his 
contact  with  the  cadots  as  instructor  is  acquainted  with  Both  classes  over  which 
ho  now  will  havo  supervision. 

Lieut. -Col.  F.J.  Bohr,-  Inspector  General’s  Department,-  Ninth  Corps  Area, 
Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  arrived  at  March  Field,  Friday,  May  3d,  for  the  annual 
inspection,  and  departed  on  the  8th. 

San  Antonio  Air  De-pot,  Duncan  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  May  15th 

Lieut. -Col.  Cummings,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  of  Denver,  Colo.,  on  active  duty 
at  Headquarters  Eighth  Corps  Area,  was  an  informal  visitor  at  this  Depot,  April 
25th,  viewing  the  Depot's  activities. 

Capt . Otto  G.  Trunk,  Air  Corps  Station  Supply  Officer  of  this  Depot,  and 
Mr.  C , A . Knowlton,  Sr  , and  Mr.  Louis  E.  Witt,  of  tho  Station  Supply  Department 
of  the  Depot,  were  on  temporary  duty  for  a period  of  two  weeks  from  April  26th 
at  Wright  Field  for  tho  purpose  of  studying  the  operation  of  the  new  machine 
Bookkeeping  system  installed  at  that  station,  in  connection  with  the  contem- 
plated installation  of  that  system- at  this  Depot. 

A group  of  about  thirty  cadets,  in  charge  of  Mr.  A.L  . Harris,  of  the  Pea- 
cock Military  Academy  of  San  Antonio,  visited-  the  Depot  on  May  4th, ' and  in- 
spected the  numerous  activities  of  the  Depot  Engineering  Shops. 

On  May  6th  the  Depot  had  the  pleasure  of  an  informal  visit  from  Li cut. - 
Col.  C.C. Culver,  A.C.,  who  stopped  ovor  here  for  minor  repairs  to  the  engine  of 
his  Douglas  0-2,  on  his  cross-country  from  Langley  Field  to  San  Diego,  Cal. 

Lieut.  Kenneth  C.  Brown,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  on  active  duty  with  tho  @l'h't 
Observation  Squadron  at  Crissy  Field,  Cal.,  was  a visitor  at  this  Depot  May  4-6, 
to  obtain  and  ferry  to  Crissy  Field  a PT-1. 

On  May  8th  this  depot  welcomed  tho  arrival  from  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot, 
Rockwell  Field,  Cal.,  of  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Thomas,  Jr. 

During  the  month  of  April  the  Engineering  Department  of  the  Depot  over- 
hauled and  repaired  the  following  airplanes  and  engines:-  6 DH-4M-1,  2 DH-4M-1T, 

1 DH-4M-2P , 9 DH-4M-2T , 7 PT-1,  1 PT-3,  1 02-C,  1 02-H,  1 Pl-D,  1 C-l,  Total 
30  Airplanes;  and  17  Curtiss  D-12,  11  Wright  E,  5 Wright  J-5,  Total  33  Engines. 

Canro  Nichols,  Bizal,  P.I.,  April  1st 

The  last  six  months  of  the  past  year  saw  the  4th  Composite  Group  in  3158. OC 
aircraft  hours  and. 6980.20  man  hours.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  the  first  half 
of  1929  will  see  this  time  exceeded  quite  appreciably „ 

66th  Service  Squadron,  Air  Corns,-  Capt.  George  L.  Usher,  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  Squadron,  left,  March  16th,  for  Camp  John  Hay,  Mountain  Province,  P. 
I.,  on  detached  service.  V • 

1st  Lieut.  Earl  S.  Hoag  departed  on  leave  of  absence,  March  1st,  same  to 
be  spent  in  China  and  Japan. 
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Staff  Sgt.  Leighton  S.  McDonald,  discharged,  Feb...  27th,  re-enlist^d  the  ' 
following  day.  ,,  - 

Flight  "B1-1  :2nd  Observation  Sqdn.,A.C.  "Short  Timers"  are  sounding  off-. 
There  are  six  happy  men  in  Flight  "B"  who,  after  spendirig  two  long  years  in  the 
Islands,  are  packing  their'  "war  bag's"  in  readiness  to  make  the  transport . The 
"Grant!1,  pulls  in  on  the  3d  of  April  and  leaves  on.  the  10th.  The  .lucky  men  from 
the  Plight  are:  St.Sgt.  J.L.  Meyers,  Sgt.  H,  Brown,  Pvts.  Dickerman,  Church, 
Rhoads  and  Smith. 

On  lylarcli '23d,  an  aerial  review  was  held,  all  the  planes  going  through . their 
maneuvers  without  a mishap. 

Lieut.  Holland;  who  has  been  Plight  "3"  Operations  Officer  for  some  time,* 
was  made  Group  -Operations  Officer.  Lieut.  Goodrich  will  take  up  the  duties  of 
the  Plight  Operations. 

28th  Bombardment  Squadron , A . C . Leave  of  absence  for  two  months  with  per- 
mission to  travel  in  China  and  Japan  was  granted  Capt.  Arthur  W.  Brock,  Jr., 

,A.C.  During  the  absence  of  Capt.  Brock,  1st  Lieut.  James  L.  Grisham  will  com- 
mand the  Squadron.  : 

On  April  1st  the  squadron  and  the  post  will  lose  one  of  its  most  popular 
officers  in  the. person  of  1st  Lieut.  Orvil  A.  Anderson,  when  he  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  the '3rd  Pursuit  Squadron,  Clark  Field,  Camp  Stotsenburg.  Lieut.  An-, 
-dor son.;  ih  a golfer  of  no  mean  ability,  and  his  loss  to  the  post  golf  team  will 
be  keenly  foil. 

Pvt.  Edward  P.  Walsh  v/as  discharged  by  purchase  on  March  1st.  He  accepted 
a position  .with  MacLeod  and  Co.,  Manila.  The  well  wishes  of  the  Squadron  ac- 
company him  on  his  now  duties. 

Hoadcruarters,  4th  Composite  Group,  A.C.  Headquarters  just  finished  a very 
successful  season  oh  the  target  range,  qualifying  twelvo  pistol  experts,  ten 
sharpshooters  and  four  marksmen.  Five  men  who  fired  did  not  qualify,. 

Pvts.  Robbins  and  Leche  are  leaving  on  the  April  transport.  The  latter 
has  been  in  the  Philippines  for  thirteen  years. 

On  Peb.  27,  Sgt.  Do 1 liver  and  Pvt.  Barker  made  a 2000  ft.  premeditated 
live  parachute-  jump  from  a Martin  Bomber  gt  Clark  Field.  They  both  say  ."never 
again",  unless 'in  case  of  emergency.  t 

According  to  the  old  Army  custom  of  observing  Organization-  Day.,gthib  organ- 
ization was  granted  a holiday  on  March  23d,  for  that  purpose.  Although ! April 
8th  is  the  Squadron’s  birthday,  this  -date  comes  during  the  rainy  scason-Cnd 
last  year  was  not  observed  for  that  reason.  However,  every  member  of  the  Squad- 
ron concurs  in  the  opinion  that  this  year’s  celebration  was  sufficient  to  honor 
the  organization  for  both  years. 

At  seven-.thirty  in  the  morning,  the  Squadron  left  Camp  - Nichols  and  jour- 
neyed .by  motor  bus  about  thirty  miles  north  to  Montalbon.  After  arrival,  thq 
men  enjoyed  the  morning  by  climbing'  the  steep  cliffs  of  the  Montalbon  mountains, 
visiting  bat:  caves  and  rolling  large  stones  down  the  mountain  sides.  Fortunate- 
ly no  bones,  were  broken  or  skulls  cracked,  with  the  probable  exception  of  Pvt. 
Hrire  -Zadian,  who  came  in  conflict  with*  a .huge  ' boulder,  the  boulder  coming  out 
on  top  (of  the  great  toe) . ’ 

At  about  the’ same  time  that  the  men  returned  from,  the  bat  caves,  the; mess- 
sergeant  arrived  with  a truck  loaded  with' chow,  cigars,  cigarettes., and  refresh- 
ing drinks,. such  as  will  quench  the- thirst  after  a stiff  mountain  climb.  A' 
variety  of  sandwiches  and -drinks  wero  Served  during  -the  entire  day. 

All  those  who -could  swim' and  some  who /could inot , enjoyed  the  cool  waters  ' 
of  the  Montalbon  River.  A demonstration  ‘in  th'o  art  of  life-saving  was  pre- 
sented by  PFC  . Rankin  M.  Palmer,  who  impersonated  the  life  guard  and  Pvt.  H.' 
James  Kerr,  who  took  the  part  of  the  frail.  From  the  way  Palmer  performed,  it 
is  evident  that  he  has  had  previous  experience. 

At  six  o’clock,  i'c'e  cream,  fried  chicken  and  refreshing  drinks  were  served, 
and • shortly!  thereafter  the  party’’  left  for"  Camp  Nichols.  Various  songs  were 
sung,  but  no  one  seemed  to  know  "How  Dry  I Am".  However,  "Sweet  Adeline"  seemed 
to  be' much -favored. 


Clark  Field,  Pampanga,  P.I.,  April  2nd 


With  the  approach  of  the  time  for  record  aerial  gunnery,  all  officers  are 
firing  and  bombing  daily.  The  Squadron  has  quite  a mark  to  shoot  at  consider- 
ing the  average  of  889.18  made  by  it  last  year.  Hopes  of  attaining  or  even 
surpassing  this  record  are  running  high. 
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The  Squadron  has  lost  two  of  its  officers,  Capt . Benj . E . C41es  and” Char- 
lie11 Steinmetz,  by  transfer  to  C amp  Nichols . le  all  regret  their  departure 
and  wish  them  the  host  of  luck  at  their  now  station. 

At  the  showing  of  -"Laugh  Clown  Laugh",  a new  artist,  Pvt.  Morris  Einkel- 
stein  appeared  in  person,  with  the  song  titled  after  the  movie.  The  song  which 
was  quite  a hit,  had  in  its  rendition  many  variations  which  made  it  quite  unk 
ique . 

Extensions  of  foreign  service  tours  at  Clark  Field  seem  all  the  rage.  Two 
additions  were  made  this  month  to  cur  list  of  "old  timers"  in  1st  Sgt . William 
L';  Jones  and  our  Mess  Sgt Henry  Mitchell . 

On  March  6th  the • Squadron  participated  in  a Group  Maneuver.  A simulated 
attack  was  made  on  a fleet  off  Lingayen,  consisting  of  two  light  cruisers,  one 
destroyer  division  and  one  submarine  division. 

Opportunities  for  recreation  at  Clark  Field  are  many  and  varied  such  as 
Equitation,  swimming,  movies,  "Angeles"  and  Bov/ling. 

Mitchel  Field,  LI.,  N.Y..  May  13th 

Working  until  late  Saturday  afternoon  on  May  4th,  the  organizations  at 
this  station  completed  the  aerial  gunnery  and  bombing  practice  which  began 
here  on  March  22nd.  Bad  weather  prevailed  throughout  April,  seriously  hamper- 
ing the  smooth  routine  of  our  work  on  the  ranges.  High  winds  across  the 
ground  target  line, - making  a good  score  impossible,  were  just  as  serious  to 
pas 'as  heavy  rains.  Nevertheless,  twenty-eight  pilot's  "A"  and  three  observer’s 
"A"  courses  wore  completed  during,  this  season. 

Of  the'  pilots  firing  the,  coarse,  two  qualified  as  Experts,  six  as  Sharp- 
shooters and  five  as ■ Marksmen.  , High  score  was  made  by  Lieut.  Budd  J.  Peaslee 
with  a score  of  8C7.2;  and  high  scores  in  the  three  phases  of  the  practice 
were  made  by  Lieut.  Peaslee  on  ...ground  targets,  with  a score  of  734.;  Liout. 
Charles  B.  Overacker  on. towed  targets,  124;  and  Lieut. Roland  O.S.  Akro  on  low 
altitude  bombing,  135. 

It  is  noted  that  War  Department  Circular  22  changes  the  target  year  from 
the  calendar  year  to  the ' fiscal . year . This  is  quite  fortunate  for  us  at  this 
station,  as  we. hope  to  hold  our  annual  gunnery  practice  hereafter  in  the  fall 
of  the  year  and  can  start  our  practice  again  sometime  this  September,  shoot- 
ing undor  better  -Weather  conditions  than  we  usually  have  here  in  the  spring. 

France  Field,  Panama.  Canal  Zone,  May  21st 

I . . • 

Letters  of  commendation  were  received  from  the  Commanding  General,  Panama 
Canal  Department  for  Capt.  A.E.  Jones,  Lieut.  C.H.  Howard (Bombing  Team);  Lts. 
J.P.  Bailey  and  0 . J . Bushev  (Observation  Team);  and  Lt . C.G.  Pearcy,  Pursuit  Pi- 
lot, the  winners  of  the  Department  Commanders  Gunnery  and  Bombing  Competition. 
In  the  letters  received,  General  Craig  made  the  following  remark:  "The  distinc- 
tion attained  by  you  is  a very  enviable  one  and  evidences  upon  your  part,  hard 
conscientious  and  efficacious  work. 

Lieuts.  Bushey,  Croneau,  Davidson,  Pearcy  and  John  N.  Jones  left  France 
Field  via.  airplane  (2  02-h’s  and  1 P7/-C9).  on  May  13th  for  Langley  Field  Ya.. 
to  participate  in  the  Annual  National  Bombing  and  Machine  Gun  Matches. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  announce  the  departure-  of  Capt . Arthur  E.  Simon - 
in,  Lieuts.  Burton  I . Lewis.  Charles  H.  Howa.rd  and  Harrison  Crocker,  for  re- 
assignment to  Mitchel  Field,  Crissy  Field,.  Rockwell  Field  and  Wright  Field, 
respectively,  and  we  wish  them  a pleasant  tour  at  their  new  stations. 

Mam7  of  the  officers  and  men  have  been  taking  advantage  of  the  good  hunfe 
fishing  during  the  past  month.  One  party  went  up  to  the  Alojuella  Pam 
site  and  in  four  days  bagged  several  wild  hog,  doer,  canajo,  mickey  and  tur- 
key. Another  party  went  to  Progresso  and  came  back  with  evidence  of  the  ex- 
cellent hunting  up  there;  The  fishermen  had  the  best  luck,  as  most  of  the 
parties  war  to  Perlas  Islands,  the  place  known  all  over  the  world  as  the 
fisherman's  paradise.  One  party,  away  two  days,  brought  back  enough  fish 
(mackerel)  to  feed  one  squadron  and  all  of  the  families  on  the  post.  The 
catch  was  estimated  at  350  lbs. 

Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio.  . Texas.  May'2-5th 

During  the  past  month  the  present . class  at  the  Advanced  Flying  School  has 
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t>een  performing  a number  of  cross-country  flights  and  considerable  night  fly- 
ing. All  specialized  sections  have  made  daylight  cross-countries  to  the  fol- 
lowing points:  Galveston,  Laredo,  Eagle  Pass,  El  Paso,  Austin,  Waco,  Dallas, 
Corsicana;  and  return  night  flights  have  been  made  from  such  points  as  Dallas 
and  Austin.  At  the  present  time  the  Observation  Section  is  at  El  Paso,  from 
which  place  the  Attack  Section  recently  returned.  The  com! emplated  schedule 
will  give  this  class  of  students  a broader  experience  in  all  types  of  cross- 
country than  has  been  given  any  class  in  some  time..  It  is  noted  that  very  fev 
accidents  have  occurred  on  these  many  trips.  . f 

Lieut . E.W . Pennington  reported  at  this  station  on  May  StL- ..from'1  Fort'  Crock- 
ett. He  has  been  assigned  to  duty  with  the  42d  Squadron.. 

Due  to  the  shortage  of  bombardment  airplanes  it  was  necessary  for  the 
Bombardment  Section  to  borrow  other  types  of  planes  from. the  other  specialized 
sections  in  order  to  complete  its  allotted  quota  of  time  and  to  perform  its 
cross-country  work.  It  was  reported  that  the  L3-5  typo  of  bomber  has  been  giv- 
ing considerable  trouble  with  the  larding  gear.  Out  of  the  six  bombers  allott- 
ed to  this  station  serious  failures  were  noted  in  three  of  them,  whereupon  the 
remaining  three  were  put  out  of  commission  and  serviceable  parts  used  to  re- 
pair remaining  airplanes.  A new  difficulty  developed  in  the  tail  sections  cf 
these  planes  and  for  a time  all  Bombardment  airplanes  on  this  field  were  out 
of  commission.  During  this  period- Bombardment  training  as  a unit  was,  of  nec- 
essity, abandoned  and  the  Bombardment  students  went  to  other  sections  for  their 
flying-.  At  present,  the  section  has  four  airplanes  in  commission  to  handle 
a class  of.  18  students. 

During. the  past  month  there  were  the  usual  number  of  cross-country  flights 
to  various  points  within  the  500-mile  zone.  Aside  from  this,  Major  Tinker  made 
a trip  from  Kelly  Field  through  Ft.  Sill  and  Ft,  Riley  to  Ft.  Leavenworth, 
and  return.  Lieut s.  Weyland,  Eppright,  Prudhomme  and  Boyden  ferried  02-K  air- 
planes from  Santa  Monica.,  Cal.,  to  Brooks  Field.  At  present  Capt . Wright  is 
at  Santa  Monica  for  the  same  purpose  and  Capt.  H.H.  George  is  leaving  on  May 
24th  to  bring  back  a sixth  plane. 

Fine  planes  from  this  field  recently  visited  Corsicana,  Texas,  to  attend 
..  an  airport  opening  at  that  place.  Corsicana  has  provided  an  excellent  field 
and  splendid  accommodations  and  about  70  planes  attended  the  opening.  A good 
time  was  reported  by  all. 

Under  the  direction  of  Lieut.  S.T. Smith,  the  Athletic  Officer,  an  excel- 
lent schedule  of  baseball  has  been  provicc-J  for  the  Kelly  Field  league.  The 
schedule  includes  21  games  apiece  for  each,  of  the  8 teams  represented  in  the 
league.  So  far  each  team  has  played  5 games,  many  of  which  were  very  close; 
and  the  standing  to  date  is  as  follows: 


Teams 

Won 

Lost 

42  nd 

5 

0 

1000 

43  rd 

4 

1 

800 

68th 

3 

2 

600 

40  th 

3 

2 

600 

10  th 

2 

3 

400 

39  th 

1 

4 

200 

41st 

1 

4 

200 

48  th 

1 

4 

■ 200 

The  different  teams  have  manifested  great  interest.  Each  game  was  at- 
tended by  large  enthusiastic  crowds  and  there  is  a considerable  amount  of  con- 
jecture as  to  the  ultimate  outcome  of  the  series. 

For  the  past  four  years  Capt.  H.H.  George  devoted  considerable  time  ana 
energy  to  keeping  polo  activity  in  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  alive,  and 
it  must  have  been  with  considerable  gratification  that  he  reviewed  the  results 
of-  the  recent  invitation  tournament  played  at  Houston,  Texas.  The  team  ship- 
ped its  ponies,  20  in  number,  to  Houston,  and  during. the  tournament,  which 
lasted  for  KL  days,  the  team  played  a total  of  seven  games.  During  the  early 
' stages  of  tii'  tournament  the"  team  consisted  of  Capt.  George,  Lieuts.  Beverly, 
'Craw,  Sims  and  Van  Meter.  Later  in  the  tournament  Lieuts.  Beale  and  Brown, 
who  are  students  at  Brooks  Field,  were  allowed  to  play,  with  the  result  that 
we  were  able  to  defeat  our  old  rivals  - Fort  Sam  Houston  - for  the  first  time 
in  two  years.  The  final  team  was  composed  of  Capt.  George,  1 goal;  Lieut. 
'Craw,  3 goals;  Lieut.  Beale,  2 goals;  and  Lieut,  Brown  1 handicap.  In  several 
games  it  was  necessary  to  give  strong,  well  mounted  civilian  teams  a handicap 
of  as  high  as  3 goals,  and  two  games .ran  into  extra  periods!  In  the  champion- 
ship game  against  Dallas  the  civilian'  team  was  conceded  a 3 goal  handicap  and 
managed  to  defeat  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  team  by  1 goal  and  an  extra 
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neriod.  It  was  found  that  the  pony  fo.ctor  had  considerable  to  do  with  the  ul- 
timate results  of  several  of  the  games  and  only  through  hard  playing  and  team 
work  were  the  Air  Corns  players  able  to  overcome  this  handicap. 

The  flying  cadets  have  devoted  their  attention  during  the  summer  months 
to  such  sports  as  tennis,  golf,  swimming  and  riding.  The  golf  team,  composed 
entirely  of  cadets,  has  been  making  a very  creditable  showing  in  civilian  play 
on  the  various  courses  around  San  Antonio.  The  cadets  have  challenged  officer 
teams  in. golf,  tennis  and  swimming,  and  promise  to  make  an  excellent  showing 
against  thorn.  Considering  the  amount  of  work  the  cadets  are  doing  at  present 
and  the  limited  amount  of  equipment,  the  interest  and  activity  shown  has  re-* 
ceived  very  favorable  comment  from  different  sources  throughout  the  fiold  and 
in  San  Antonio. 

Lieut.  Edward  P.  Booth  left  on  leave  on  May  4-th.  He  submitted  his  resig- 
nation to  take  effect  June  1,  1929,  and  has  accepted  a position  with  the  Pan- 
American  Airways  at  Cristobal,  Panama. 

Lieut.  E.D.  Perrin,  having  completed  a tour  of  foreign  duty  in  the  Phil- 
ipoines,  arrived  for  duty  at  Kelly  Field. 
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• A SMALL  MATTER'  Gp  KEEPING-  AN  ENGAGEMENT 

By  A.  M,  Jacobs 

It  is.  no  longer  unusual  for  a person  to  keep  two  engagements  on  the  same 
day  ip.  as -distant  places  as  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  Washington,  B.-C.  Aviation  has  made 
that  quite  simple , And  as  a rule  the  feat  is  accomplished  as  easily,  as  if  the 
distance  separating  them  wore  city  blocks  instead  of  miles  of  variegated  country 
with-  ope. or  two  mountain  ranges  thrown  in.  This  rule  of  simplicity  did  not  hold, 
however,  on  a recent  flight  in  which  Lieut.  A.  C.  Eoulk,  of  Wright  Field,  acted 
as  pilot  for  Congressman  Melvin  J.  Maas  who  had  been  attending  the  Army  Air- 
Corps  Maneuvers:,  and  who  found  it  necessary  to  return  to  Washington  on.  May  21st 
to  attend  an  important  meeting  scheduled  for  that  night,-  ■■  ■ - 

Pilot. and  passenger  took  off  from  Fairfield  at  11:30  a.rn.  in.  an -0-2K  -air- 
plane. The  weather  was  none  too  good  at  the 'start  and  grew  steadily  worse. 

Upon  arriving  at  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  the  low  ceiling  necessitated  detouring 
around  areas  of  poor  visibility  in  order. to  come  safely  into  Uniontown,  Lieut. 
Eoulk  landed  his  plane  in  Uniontown  at  2:15  p.m.  to  await  more  favorable  weather 
conditions . . •' 

Weather,  however,  is  the  most  unaccommodating  old  party  with  which  we  mor- 
tals have  to  deal.  Formerly  it  was  the  farmer  with  crops  drying  up  and  congre- 
gations praying  for  rain  upon  which  it.  loved  to  vent  its  spite..  With  the  advent 
of  the  aviator  and  heightened  dramatic  possibilities,  this  malice  has  shifted 
until  it  would  seem  that  the  very  sight  of  a helmet od  head  anxiously  tilted  sky- 
ward is  enough  to  arouse  the 'elemental  spleen.  After  an  hour  of  sky-gazing, 
Washington  being  no  nearer  and  the  important  engagement  still  being  scheduled 
for  that,  night,  Lieut.  Foulk'  and  Congressman  Maas  took  off » planning  to  climb 
through. the  clouds  and  fly  atop  them.  ' _ ••  ;j  ...  < • 

Lieut . Foulk  headed  up,  entering  . the  clouds  at  a thousand  feet.  Taking  a 
northwest  course  to  avoid  being  caught  over  the  mountains  in  clouds,  he .contin- 
ued climbing  until  the  altimeter  showed  a 6000- foot  reading.  The  compass, 
flight  indicator,  and  altimeter  were  working  beautifully  during  the  climb  which 
became  mysteriously  more  difficult  with  the  gain  in  altitude.  Condensed  moist- 
ure within  the  clouds  was  drenching  the  plane.  It  seemed  impossible  to  get 
above  the  6,000-foot  altitude,  and  during  the  three  ©r  four  minutes-  in  which 
the  plane  was  held  there  the' compass  began  to  swing  slowly  around.  Then  the 
flight  ..indicator  needle  and  ball  began  to  slip  off  center  and  were,  repeatedly 
brought  hack  again.  Control  was  undoubtedly  being  lost. 

Suddenly  the  airspeed  hand  swung  to  zero.  Looking' away  from  the  instru- 
ments for  the  first  time  Lieut.  Foulk  saw  to  his  consternation  that  ice  had 
formed.  The  upper  surface  of  the  lower  wing  was.  coated  about  a quarter  of  an 
inch  thick.  The  struts  and  wires  were  fared  with  it  and  it  had  built  out  be- 
hind them  about  half  an  inch.  This  uncomfortable  discovery  had  scarcely  been 
made  when  the  control  stick  wont  limp.  The  airplane  began  to  fall.  The  spin- 
ning action 'could  .-not  have  been  very  great  as  it  was  not  highly  noticeable , hut 
the  rate  of  descent  was  so  fast  that  a two- thousand- foot  altitude  was  reached 
in  seemingly  a few  seconds.  At  two  thousand  -feet ,'  just  before  coming  out  of 
the  clGuds , when  the  chance  of  life  had  fallen  lower  than  a summer . stock  market , 
and  the  fliers  were  wrapped  in  a confusion  of  high, ' uncontrolled,  blind  speed, 
the  ice  sloughed  off  the  wings  in  a cake.  Immediately  Lieut.  Foulk,  with  a 
great  sense  of  relief,  felt  pressure  coming  hack  into  the  stick  and  drew  out  of 
the  dive.  So  great  had  been,  the  downward  rush  of  the  ^lahe , ho  we  very-  that  the 
result  of  even  the  gentle  pull-back  on  the  stick  caused  a feeling  of  faintness 
to  the  fliers.  . ■ 

In  discussing  the  piling  up  and  sloughing  off  'of'-ice  in  such  a short  period 
of  time,  Captain  Thiessen  of  the  Signal  Corps  had  the  following  comments  to  make, 
"Upon  leaving  the  ground,"  he  said,  "the  surfaces,  of  the  airplane  were  as  'warm 
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as  the  surface  air,  and  parts  were  probably  warmer  due  to  the  influence  of  the 
engine  and  exhaust  gases.  The  rarer  atmosphere  into  which  the  plane  ascended 
is  more  conducive  to  row  id  radiation,  hence  the  surfaces  became  colder  and 
colder  until  the  temperature  fell  below  the  dew  point  and  condensation  of  the 
vapor  in  the  clouds  took  place  in  the  form  of  ice.  When  the  surface  uoon  which 
condensation  takes  place  is  above  32°  F. , condensation  is  in  the  form  of  water; 
when  below,  it  is  in  the  form  of  ice.  The  plane  in  descending  came  into  atmos- 
phere above  32°,  the  warmth  of  the  engine  was  more  effective  in  warming  up  the 
plane  surfaces,  and  the  ice  slid  off.1’ 

The  plane  came  out  of  the  clouds  in  a left  spiral  about  a mile  west  of 
Uniontown.  In  order  to  be  sure  that  it  was  all  true,  that  they  were  still 
alive,  and  that  the  plane  relieved  of  its  ice  load  was  in  good  condition,  a 
second  landing  at  Uniontown  took  place.  All  was  well.  Washington,  however, 
had  drawn  no  nearer  Uniontown  than  before  and  the  important  engagement  was 
still  scheduled  for  that  night.  Again  helmeted  heads  looked  anxiously  skymrd. 
The  weather  continued  as  stiff-necked  and  bull-headed  as  ever. 

At  4:00  p.m.  , there  came  a slight  break  in  the  clouds  through  which  the 
fliers  decided  to  try  to  escape.  Lieut.  Foulk  took  the  plane  through  the  Glial  1 
hole  up  to  10,000  feet.  They  were  then  out  of  the  clouds  in  that  vicinity.  A 
course-  was  laid  for  Washington,  -and  a steady  climb  continued  up  the  clouds 
which,  sloped  toward  the  oast  and  reached  13,000  feet.  They  kept  going  east- 
ward. 

An  hour  and  fifteen  minutes  later  they  came  down  through  a thin  area  to 
see  where  they  were.  It  is  not  known  just  what  charm  piece  either  of  the  men 
carried,  but  luck  was  with  them  that  day.  They  found  themselves  just  five 
miles  west  of  Baltimore,  a landmark -they  could  easily  identify,  and  with  a 
ceiling  of  2,000  foot.  It  was  -an'easy- matter  from  there  on  to  reach  Bolling 
Field.  The  arrival  was  made  at  5:55  p.m.  in  good  time  for  Congressman  Maas 
to  keep  his  Washington  engagements-  : ' ■ 

oOo — - •• 

PHILIPPINE  AIRMEN  PARTICIPATE  IN  MANEUVERS  OFT  JINX  DAY 

The  month  of  April  saw  the  4th  Composite  Group,  stationed  at  Camp  Nichols, 
Rizal,  P.1,,  engage-  in  rather  heavy  aerial  activity.  On  April  2nd  the  arrival 
of  the  Transport  GRANT  started ’the  shows.  The  customary  meeting  of  this  boat 
was  made  the  subject  of  a Group  maneuver.  Major  W.  G.  Kilncr  was  in  command 
of  this  mission.  As  usual,  the  personnel  on  board  were  more  than  glad  to  see 
that  they  were  being  welcomed  and  Manila  was  just  around  the  corner.  Then  on 
Friday,  April  13th,  Major  Kilner  again  directed  the  Group  on  a mission  to  the 
town  of  Dagupan  with  a return  to  Clark  Held  for  the  Critique.  This  maneuver 
was  as  successful  as  could  be  expected  on  a double  jinx  day. 

The  following  Friday  saw  Major  E.  P.  Cousins  conduct  the  Group  on  a mis- 
sion to  Oiongapo,  and  on  the  26th  Major  Wm.  Dirty,  Philippine  Scouts,  guided 
the  Air  Corps  fliers  to  his  old  residing  place  - Batangas.  In  these  maneuvers 
the  plane  of  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Group  and  each  unit,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Pursuit,  is  radio- equipped,  and  all  orders  from  the  Group  Commander 
are  dispatched  by  this  means. 

— -oOo- — 

AIRSHIP  COMPANY  PLACED  ON  INACTIVE  STATUS 

The  12th  Airship  Company,  stationed  at  Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111.,  was 
rendered  inactive  on  May  16th,  and  the  1st  Balloon  Company  reorganized  as  an 
active  unit  on  May  17th.  The  following  officers  were  assigned  to  the  1st 
Balloon  Company:  Captain  Neal  Creighton,  1st  Lieuts.  Haynie  McCormick,  Edgar 
M.  Fogelsonger,  2nd  Lieuts.  Robert  R.  Selway,  Jr.  and  John  A.  Tarro. 

The  company  has  been  equipped  and  is  no w awaiting  orders  for  transfer  to 
Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma. 

oOo 

SIAMESE  OFFICERS  TO  ATTEND  AIR  CORPS  SCHOOL 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  directed  that  Lieut .-Colonel  Luang  Amara  and 
Major  Luang  Deves , Siamese  Air  Service,  be  authorized  to  enter  the  Air  Corps 
Tactical  School,  Langley  Field,  Va. , for  the  1923-1930  course,  beginning 
August  25,  1929.  # „219„  T-5907,  A.C. 
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FAIRFIELD  DEPOT  PLAYS  HOST  TO  FIGHTING-  HOSTS 
By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 

The  blue  hosts  of  war  came  to  Fairfield  Air  Depot  and  found  their  tents 
pitched.  . 

Fnen  the  Blues  decided  to  make  Fairfield  Air  Depot  their  headquarters,  the 
Commanding  Officer,  Captain  Laughlin,  proceeded  to  make  a good  job.  He  planned 
out  the  scheme  of  accommodation  and  entertainment  in  general  and  put  all  of  the 
officers  here  to  work  on  the  details.  In  the  end  we  could  almost  hang  out  a 
sign  as: 


8 Officiers 
24  Homme s 
5 Cheveaum 


But  there  was  not  sufficient  time  to  prepare  for  such  signs  as: 


CAVE 
— 0"~ 

24  Per sonnes 


The  entire  post  was  blue-printed  so  that  there  was  a definite  place  for  all 
the  visitors.  There  were  mansions,  houses,  barracks,  and  tents  for  generals, 
colonels,  captains  and  privates-.  Just  think  of  doughboys  arriving  and  finding 
tents  ready  for  occupancy.  Besides  the  quarters,  there  were  offices  for  all 
with  desks,  telephones,  etc.  • 

Daring  the'  first  phase,  we  naturally  rooted  for  the  Blues.  Of  course,  we 
beat,  or  think  we-  did.  Anyway , we  fought  with  the  regular  tools,  of  war,  where- 
as our  opponents’,'  the  Reds,  came  over  one  day  and  scattered  a rather  cheap  pink 
sheet  over  our  fair  city  to  break  our  morale,  but  this  was  without  avail. 

Then  came  the  second  phase  wheire  the  ground  troops  and  air  forces  were 
used.  There  was- much  tactics  and  strategy  ending  in  an  armistice.  Then  came  a 
grand  demonstration  of  airplanes  at  F.  A.  D.  on  Saturday  afternoon,  May  25, 

1929,  followed  by  a critique  the  following  Sunday. 

Then  came  the  goodbyes,  and  the  doughboys  left  without  having  to  strike 
their  tents,  and  got  their  second  surprise. 

— — oOo 

MECHANICS  COURSE  AT  THE  AIR  CORPS  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL 

The  course  for  General  Mechanics  - Aircraft  Welders,  Department  of 
Mechanics,  at  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School  at . Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111., 
is  not,  as  some  think,  a- combination  of  Airplane  Mechanics  and  Engine  Mechanics, 
but  a very  thorough  course  in  General  Machine  Shop  Practice  as  modernized  with 
the  addition  of  Aircraft  Welding,  which  fits  a graduate  for  work  in  any  Air 
Corps  machine  shop. 

The  duration  of  the  course  is  24  weeks , and  if  a student  qualifies  for  the 
Advanced  Aircraft  Welders  part,  when  added  to  General  Mechanics  brings  the 
total  up  to  32  weeks.  The  course  commences  the  first  Monday  in  January,  March, 
May,  July,  September  and  November. 

The  General  Me-chanics  course  covers : 

Mathematics , as  applied  to  general  machine  shop  practice,  35  hours; 

Shop  Drafting,  principles  of  drafting,  geometrical  drawing,  mechanical 
drawing  and  blue-print  reading,  36  hours; 

Essentials  of  Mechanics,  properties  and  use  of  metals,  care  and  use  of 
hand  tools  and  general  bench  work,  48  hours; 

Forging,  principles  of  forging,  forge  welding,  and  the  repair  and  mainten- 
ance of  tools,  72  hours; 

Lathes,  construction,  operation,  adjustment,  and  maintenance  of  lathes, 

144  hours  ; . . 

Milling  Machines  and  Shapers,  construction,  operation,  adjustment,  and 
maintenance  of  milling: machine  and  shapers,  114  hours; 

Heat  Treating,  principles  of  hardening,  annealing,  and  tempering  of 
.metals,  30  hours; 
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Grinding  Machines,  construction  principles , operation,  adjustments  and 
maintenance  of  grinding  machines,  60  hours; 

Radio  Repair,  construction  principles,  repair  and  inspection  of  radiators, 

60  hours; 

Oxy- Ace t yl o no  Welding,  care  and  use  of  welding  equipment,  principles  of 
welding,  steel  welding  practice,  120  hours. 

Total  General  Mechanics  part  of  course,  720  hours . 

Advanced  Welding  Part,  240  hours. 

Principles  of  welding  aluminum  and  copper  alloys,  tubular  stpel  welding  and 
construction  of  tubular  steel  structures. 

Total  of  the  complete  General  Mechanics  - Aircraft  Welders  course,  960 
hours.  - . 

There  are  two  enlisted  instructors,  one  general  maintenance  enlisted 
machinist,  and  five  civilian  specialized  instructors  on  permanent  duty  in  this 
course.  The  most  modern  machinery  is  being  installed  as  soon  as  received  and 
the  classes  are  always  full  with  generally  some  on  the  waiting  list. 

When  the  proposed  expansion  program  is  put.  into  effect,  there  will  be  a 
material  increase  in  the  number  of  students  and  instruction  personnel  which,  it 
is  believed,  will  take  care  of  all  candidate  students. 

oOo 

LIEUT.  DOOLITTLE  TO  MAKE  SOUTH  AMERI CAN  FLIGHT 

: 

Lieut.  James  H.  Doolittle,  the  well  known  Army  flyer,  has  obtained  permis- 
sion from  the  War  Department  to  make  a flight  to  various  South  American 
countries  between  the  dates  of  July  15th  and  August  15th,  for  the  purpose  of 
charting  a new  air  nail  route,  studying  flying  conditions  and  to  test,  develop 
and  demonstrate  American  aeronautical  equipment. 

Lieut.  Doolittle's  itinerary,  upon  leaving  the  continental  limits  of  the 
United  States,  will  be  Cuba,  Panama,  Colombia,  Ecuador,  Peru,  Chile,  Bolivia 
and  Argentina.  He  will  fly  a standard  Army  Pursuit  plane  (Pl-C)  specially 
equipped  for  this  South  American  trip.  He  estimates  that  he  will  make  about 
twenty  flights  and  that  his  total  flying  time  will  approximate  100  hours.  The 
necessary  permission  has  been  obtained  to  fly  over  the  Latin- Amor lean  countries 
involved. 

For  the  past  several  months,  Lieut.  Doolittle,  whose  regular  station  is 
Mitchel  Field,  Long  Island,  Hew  York,  has  been  conducting' fog  flying  experi- 
ments for  the  Daniel  Guggenheim  Fund  for  the  Promotion  of  Aeronautics.  Of  the 
many  flying  achievements  credited  to  this  pilot,  the  most  spectacular  is  his 
successful  performance  of  the  outside  loop.  He  was  the  first  pilot  to  perform 
this  difficult  acrobatic  maneuver,  which  has  since  been  prohibited  by  the  Army 
Air  Corps  due  to  the  hazard  involved. 

oOo 

A TALK  FROM  THE  AIR  IN  THE  PHILIPPINES 

In  order  to  provide  a novelty  in  the  line  of  entertainment  of  the  radio 
audience  of  the  Far  East,  Camp  Nichols,  P.I.,  cooperated  with  the  local  radio 
station  of  the  Radio  Corporation,  Philippines,  in  putting  on  a talk  from  the 
air.  This  project  was  first  attempted  in  preliminary  tests  with  a Light  Bomber. 
Kb  means  were  found,  however,  for  cutting  out  the  motor  noises  and  keeping  the 
plane  at  the  desired  altitude.  A test  was  next  attempted,  utilizing  an  02- K 
observation  plane,  and  a morning  broadcast  therefrom  proved  satisfactory,  so 
that  night,  at  six  o'clock,  the  unseen  audience  in  the  Philippines  and  surround- 
ing territory  heard  for  the  first  time  a voice  from  above  the  earth  speak  to 
them. 

: 0Oo 

FLYING  CLUB  ORGANIZED  IN  MANILA 

The  business  people  of  the  Philippines  have  come  to  realize  the  Importance 
and  value  of  air  communication  in  inter-island  business.  A flying  club  has  been 
organized  In  Manila  and  will  in  time  take  in  the  Islands.  As  in  years  gone  by 
the  Engineers  and  the  Signal  Corps  opened  up  the  Islands,  now  it  is  the  Air  Corps 
which  is  giving  its  assistance "in  they  problems  that  arise  in  selecting  landing 
fields  and  advice  in  other  technical  matters. 
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NEW  MEMBERS  FOR  THE  CATERPILLAR  CLTJ3 

j 

So  far  as  it  Fas  "been  possible  to  ascertain,  the  number  of  names  on  the 
roster  of  the  Caterpillar  Club  at  this  writing  totals  129,  with  137  emergency 
jumps,  8 being  repeaters.  In  the  issue  of  the  News.  Letter  of  April  26th  last, 
the  number  of  lives  saved  was  given  as  120,  with  127  jumps _ made.  A second  de- 
gree member  of  the  Club  has  been  added  in; the  person  of  Major  James  Rutledge 
who,  while  piloting  for  the  Pacific  Air  Transport,  was  twice  forced  to  resort 
to  the  parachute  in  order  to  save  his  life. 

The  editor  of  the  News  Letter  does  not  make  any  claims  as  to  absolute  ac- 
curacy of  the  Caterpillar  Club  roster.  While  it  is  possible  to  keep  an  accu- 
rate check  on  military  pilots  making  emergency  jumps,  this  does  not  hold  true 
in  the  case  of  civilian  pilots.  Air  Corps  personnel  are  required,  under  ex- 
isting orders,  to  render  a special  report  whenever  an  emergency  jump  is  made. 

But  the  only  way  information  can  be  obtained  on  such  jumps  by  civilians  is  to 
scan  the  newspapers  closely.  On  more  than  one,  occasion  a civilian  pilot  saved 
his  life- through  an  emergency  jump  which  was  never  reported  to  the  newspapers.,  ; 

It  was  only  through  chance  that,  the  narp  of  Major  Rutledge  was  discovered. 
A feature  story  on  the  Caterpillar  Club  in  a Sunday  paper  mentioned  his  two 
jumps.  Inquiry  was  made  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  as  to  whether  there  Was 
anything  of  record  concerning  same,  and  it  was  learned  that  Major  Rutledge’s 
first  jump  occurred  on  December  25,  1927,  near  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  while 
piloting  a Ryan  B-l  plane.  His  second  jump  occurred  on  March  27,  1928,  at 
Orindo,  Calif.,  while  piloting  a Fokker  Universal  plane.  The  cause  for  these 
two  jumps  was  attributed  to  bad  weather  conditions.  Further  details  are 
lacking  at  this  time,  but  hopes  are  being  entertained  that  Major  Rutledge  will 
furnish  same. 

It  was  learned  from  a reliable  source  that  Ambers e Banks,  pilot  for  the 
Pitcairn  Aviation  Co.,  made  an  emergency  jump  during  the  latter  part  of  1927. 
Details  covering  this  jump  are  also  lacking. 

Another  jump  which  was  made  sometime -ago , but  never  reported  in  the .News 
Letter,  was  the  one  by  Machinist  Mate’J.T*  Coburn,  U.S.  Navy,  in  1926,-  exact 
date  not  available.  This  jump  occurred  at  Oceanside,  Calif.  Pilot  Iannuci, 
U.S.  Navy,  in  Navy  plane  "MO”  was  flying  from  San  Diego  to  Oceanside.  The 
plane  was  about  to  land  when  the  propeller  failed,  causing  the  engine  to  vi- 
brato from  the  craft . Coburn  jumped  with  his  parachute  end  made  a safe  land- 
ing. The  other  passengers  remained  in  the  plane,  and  pilot  Iannuci  succeeded 
in  gliding  down  to  a safe  landing. 

Mr.  Temple  N.  Joyce  of  the  Berliner-Joyce  Aircraft  Corporation,  Baltimore, 
Md.,  made  an  emergency  jump  along  about  the  first  of  March,  this  year  - he 
does  not  remember  the  exact  date.  His  story  will  he  quoted  hereinafter. 

Other  airmen  who  made  emergency  parachute  jumps  recently  are  Messrs.  A .13. 
Koch,  of  the  ..'Mohawk  Aircraft  Corporation;  Leon  Allen,  of  the  Yfright  Aeronaut- 
ical Corporation;  Lieut.  A.  F.  Soltor  and  Cadet  Floyd  Bernard  Wood,  of  the 
Army  Air  Corps,  and  Seaman  Harold  GL  Neumann,  U.S.  Navy. 

Reports  are  at  hand  covering  some  of  the  parachute  jumps  recently  made, 
and  these  are  given  below,  as  follows; 

TEMPLE  N.  JOYCE,  in  testing  a monoplane  from  the  Hybla  Talley  Field, near 

Alexandria,  7a. , voluntarily  placed  it  in  a left  spin  to  de- 
termine its  recovering  characteristics  in  order  to  pass  tSie:  Department  of  Com- 
merce new  regulations. 

"After  a few  turns,"  Mr.  Joyce  stated,  "it  became  apparent  that  the  plane 
was  going  to  be  difficult  to  recover,  and  I immediately  gave  full  opposite  con- 
trols. Instead  of  responding,  the  attitude  of  the  plane-became  increasingly 
flat  until  after  approximately  2500  to  3000- feet  of  spinning  and  several  at- 
tempts to  use  the  gun  to  aid  control,  I- decided  to  abandon'- the  plane. 

The  centrifugal  forces  in  a flat  spin  are  generally  very  high  and  act  to 
the  rearward,  and  in  this  spin.  I was  pinned  .-so  tightly  against  the  rear  of  the 
cockpit  that  the  parachute  caught  under  the  leather  padding  of  the  cowl  when  I 
attempted  to  stand  up.  This  delayed  my  exit  for  about  500  feet,  and  finally 
I abandoned  the  idea  cf  standing  up  and  rolled  over  the  left  side,  hoping  to 
peel  the  parachute  from  under  the  leather  padding,  which  fortunately  worked  all 
right.  After  clearing  the  plane  I pulled  the,  cord  and  it.  opened  with  very 
little  jar,  but  too  close  to  the  plane,  for  comfort,  being-  not  over  50  to  75 
foet  below  and  to  the  side.  Apparently  the  centrifugal''  forces  in  such  a spin 
act  on  the  body  of  the  parachute  junper,  forcing  him  laterally  away  from  the 
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plane  just  far  enough  to  he  clear. 

The  plane  > continued,  flat,  spinning  and  crashed  on  a road  directly  helow.  me 
with  very  little  damage  except-  to  wipe  off  the  landing  gear,  buckling  the  cabane 
struts  'and  bending  the  longerons  out  of  position  not  more  than  would  be  expected 
from  a "pancake,  landing.  The  cockpits  wore  intact  and  the  .wing ' had  no  wrinkles 
whatever  in  the  fabric.  >, 

Some  moments  after  the  plane  crashed  I landed  in  a tree  with  no  damage  or 
bruises  and  with  just  a slight  hole  in  the  chute  which  was  later  repaired. 

I think  this  is  the  first  record- of  anyone  jumping  safely  from  a plane 
while  in  a spin,  and  I am  sure  it  is  the  first  time  it  has  ever  been  accomplish- 
ed from  a:  flat  spin.  I know  the  Navy  several  months  ago  appointed  a committee 
to  investigate  the  proper  method  of  .-getting  out  of  a piano  in  a spin,  and  the 
last  incident  that  I remember  was  that  of  , Lieut.  Barksdale  who,  unfortunately, 
was  caught  in  the' wing*”  x ' 

Lieut.  John  H.  Tilton  had  virtually  the  same  experience  as  Mr.  Joyce  when 
he  took  off  from  the  Hybla  Valley  Field  on  .March  16th  last  for  the  .purpose  of 
flight-testing  a monoplane.  The  plane  went  into  a flat  spin  and  continued 
spinning  until  it  crashed,  despite  all  the  efforts  of  Lieut.  Tilton  to  regain 
control-.  He  jumped  from  a low  altitude  and  the  parachute  saved  his  life.  Un- 
like'Mr.  Joyce,  however,  he  experienced  no  difficulty  in  leaving  the  plane. 

A.  S.  KOCH, 'test  pilot  for  the  Mohawk  Aircraft  Corporation,  Minneapolis,  Minn., 
took  off. from  the  Wold- Chamberlain  Field  to  test  one  of  the  new 
model  planes  produced  by  this  concern,  under  abnormal  requirements,  with  refer- 
ence to  spinning.  He  was  unable  to  bring  the  ship  out  of  a flat  spin.  The 
spin  commenced  at  6,500  feet,  from  which  it  was  impossible  to  recover -after 
mailing  twenty-four  turns  and  loosing  3,500  feet  of  altitude.  -•  - 

At  3 , 000  feet  Mr.  Koch  left  the  ship  but  did  not  open  his  chute  until  ha 
had  dropped  approximately  1500  feet,  due  to  the  fact  that .a  strong  wind  was. 
blowing  in  the  direction  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  he  did  not  ..wish  to  take 
chances  of  making  a landing  in  the  water.  A good  landing  was  made  in  a dry 
field  without  the  slightest  discomfort  to  himself.  Ho  did  not  report  experien- 
cing any  unusual  sensation,  and  landed  with  the  rip  cord. 

CHARLES  W.  HOLMAN,  Manager  of  Operations,  Northwest  Airways , Inc.,  St.  Paul, 

Minn.,  is  another  commercial  pilot  who  was  forced  to  resort 
to  his.  parachute  when  flight- testing  a plane  to  meet  the  Department  of  Commerce 
regulations.  Mr.  Holman  jumped  on  March  11,  1929,  and  he  describes  his  experi- 
ence as  follows : 

"On  the  day  in  question  I took  a small  ship  in  the  air  to  put  it  through 
a spin  -test  for  the  Department  of  Commerce.  I tried  it  first  for  two  turns 
from  which  it  came  out  very  nicely.  I then  put  it  in  the  spin  for  four  turns 
and  attempted  to  pull  it  out,,  but  by  that  time  it  had  flattened  out  with  its 
nose  almost  flat  on  the  horizon  going  around  in  a small  circle."  I tried  for 
three  thousand  feet  to  straighten  it  out-  by  various  moans,  without  results.  I 
finally  left  the  ship  at  eight  hundred  feet.  I pulled  the  rip  cord  and  the 
chute  opened  almost  instantaneously , letting  me  down  fairly  easy  oh  a snow 
bank  near  the  field. 

As  to  ny  reactions  I might  say  that  I had  very  few  other  than  regrets  at 
being  compelled  to  leave  the  ship  and  have  it  crash.  I have  made  a fairly 
large  number  of  parachute -drops  for  exhibition  work,  so  the  idea  of. leaving 
the  ship  affected  me  very  little  personally  and  about  the  only  reaction  was  I 
became  entirely  convinced  of  tho  reliability  of  the  parachute  in -any  kind  of 
work  with  an  airplane."  ' ••••" 

HAROLD  G-.  1ISUMANH,  U.S.  NAVY,  had  a thrilling  experience,  to  say  the  least, 

. when  he  jumoed  on  June  3rd  last  from  a Navy 

Vought  -Corsair.  After  pulling  the  rip  cord  he  made  the  unpleasant  discovery 
that  one  of  the  panels  of  the  chute  was  torn  out.  Boyond  a doubt  seconds 
must  have  seemed  like  hours  to  him  daring  the  course  of  his  descent  to  the 
ground.  The  story  of  his  experience  is  as  follows: 

"We -took  off  from  North  Island  about  nine  a.m.  , ma'de  some'  practice  land- 
ings and  then  did  a little  stunting.  We  flew  south  almost  as  far  as  the 
Mexican  border  and  were  a.  little  more  than  ten  thousand  feet  high  when  the 
pilot  nosed  the  plane  over  and  dove  almost,  full  gun  straight  down.  I believe 
we  had  dropped  about  two  thousand  foot  when  I saw  pieces  of  fabric,  torn  from 
the  right  wing,  fly  past.  I turned  and. looked  through  the  windshield  at  the 
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pilot.  He  seemed  to  fall  or  slide  .forward  in  his  .seat.  The.  plane  instantly 
gave  a sharp  jolt  and  seemed  to  go  into  the  beginning  of  an  outside  loop  which 
broke  my  safety  belt  and  threw  mo  clear  at  an  altitude  of  about  8,000  feet. 

I seemed  to  be  floating  along  on  rny  back.  I had  no  sense  of  falling,  al- 
though I mast  have  been  shooting  downward  at  a tremendous  speed.  I pulled  the 
ring  on  the  rip  cord  of  my  parachute,  felt  a jerk  and  knew  that  it  had  opened. 

My  heart  sank,  however,  when  I looked  up  at  my  ’chute,  for  almost  a whole  panel 

was  torn  out.  It  kept  tearing  all  the  time  I was  coming  down  and  I began  to 

think  that  I would  sure  splash  when  I landed.  I looked  about  me  and  tried  to 
sec  the  plane  or  pilot,  but  all  I could  see  was  big  pieces  of  fabric  from  the 
wings  floating  in  the  air  around. me.  When  I was  about  two  hundred  feet  off  the 
ground  I saw  a farmer  in  a field  below  me.  I waved  to  him  and  he  waved  back. 

Then  I just  seemed  to  shoot  downward  and  landed  in  soft  ground  beside  a road. 

I landed  about  a mile  from  the  plane  which  crashed  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the 

Mexican  border.  I am  sorry  to  say  that  the  pilot  was  killed  in  the  crash.  I 

got  nothing  worse  than  a fractured  finger  and  a slightly  sprained  ankle  out  of 
the  experience . 11 

CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  WIMEE,  Missouri  National  Guard,  took  off  from  the  field  at 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  on  April  14th,  with  Lieut.  Shapley 
p.  Gray  as  passenger.  "We  left  the  field  at  5:50  p.m.  to  go  to  our  home  field 
at  St.  Louis,"  Captain  Wimor  stated,  "and  as  the  distance  is  100  miles  we  ex- 
pected to  get  in  before  dark  and  even  if  we  were  delayed  a little  we  expected 
no  trouble  in  landing,  as  Lambert  Field,  St.  Louis,  is  lighted. 

The  weather  was  clear  at  the  take-off , but  when  we  had  reached  New  Haven, 
Mo.,  about  35  miles  from  home,  we  ran  into  a bad  storm  and  thick  weaklier  which 
forced  us  to  fly  at  an  altitude  of  600  foot.  As  we  were  closer  to  home  than 
Jefferson  City,  I kept  on,  and  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  dark  now  due  to  the 
tight  weather,  I could  not  land  where  we  were,  so  I cut  off  the  airline  track 
to  home  and  followed  the  Missouri  Eiver  which  was  the  only  landmark  visible. 
Everything  was  0.K,  when  we  arrived  over  Gumbo,  Missouri,  and  we  had  just  picked 
up  the  beacon  at  Lambert  Field,  St.  Louis,  through  the  rain,  when  without  a; 
single  warning  sputter  the  motor  quit  cold.  I was  flying  over  the  river  at  the 
time,  watching  the  shore  line  over  the  right  side  to  avoid  the  highlands  on 
shore,  and  when  the  motor  quit  I scored  and  turned  to  the  right  to  get  over 
land  and  at  the  same  instant  I yelled  to  Gray  to  'take  to  your  chute*  because 
I saw  no  spot  to  set  the  ship  down  as  there  was  nothing  but  trees  under  us  with 
a plowed  field  too  far  away  to  roach. 

At  the  instant  I called  to  Gray,  he  was  up  on  the  edge  of  the  rear  cockpit 
with  one  leg  over  the  side  and  he  paused  long  enough  to  pull  off  his  gauntlets 
and  throw  them  bade  in  the  ship,  when  he  went  over  the  right  side.  TVhen  Gray 
left  the  ship  we  were  at  600  feet  and  as  soon  as  he  left  I got  busy.  By  the 
time  I got  out  on  the  left  wing  of  the  ship  ready  to  do  something  the  ship  had, 
of  course,  nosed  down  and  lost  considerable  altitude,  and  when  I looked  down  I 
sensed  rather  than  gauged  the  distance  between  me  and  the  rapidly  approaching 
trees  and  realised  that  if  I jumped  and  then  opened  the  chiite  I would  never  make 
it,  so  I decided  to  trust  to  a pull  off,  as  I had  flown  over  that  territory 
before  and  knew  that  the  trees  were  75  to  100  feet  high  and  that  my  working  al- 
titude was  reduced  by  just  that  much.  After  deciding  to  pull  off  I held  on  to 
the  center  section  strut  with  my  left  hand  and  made  a grab  for  the  rip  cord 

with  the  right  and  missed  it.  I knew  I would  miss  it  as  soon  as  my  hand  started 

to  move  as  I had  not  had  time  to  take  off  my  gloves,  so  I released  my  hold  on 
the  ship,  grabbed  the  harness  with  the  left  hand  and  pulled  it  out  in  front  of 
me  so  I could  see  the  ring  and  I PULLED  IT  with  the  right  hand  and  it  opened. 

The  fact  that  the'  p'lane  was  diving  at  this  time  and  also  due  to  the  fact  that  I 
had  released  my  hold  and  was  then  almost  horizontal  when  the  chute  opened  caused 
me  to  go  out  under  the  tail  and  the  chute  did  not  foul  on  the  tail  surfaces. 

I felt  one  oscillation  only  and  the  nekt  thing  I knew  I was  suspended  in 

the  air  far  above  the  ground  and  in  between  two  trees  with  my  chute  caught  in  the 

topmost  branches  of  one  of  thorn.  I could  not  reach  either  tree  and  I was  afraid 
to  swing  myself  over  to  one  as  I could  not  see  how  securely  the  chute  was  fas- 
tened and  I had  visions  of  the  darn  thing  slipping  off  the  branches  and  dropping 
me  to  the  ground.  I managed,  finally,  to  turn  myself  around  and  saw  that  by 
swinging  some  I could  just  about  touch  a twig  on  the  tree  behind  me  and  in  that 
way  pull  myself  hand  over  hand  into  that  tree.  As  soon  as  that  was  done  I re- 
leased my  chute  and  there  I was  50  feet  from  the  ground  and  marooned  like  a 
squirrel.  I decided  to  slide  down  the  tree  and  helm  myself  if  possible,  and  I 
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had  slid  nearly  30  feet  when  I struck  a knot  on  the  tree  which  broke  my  hold 
and  I fell  the  rest  of  the  way  to  the  ground.  Luckily  for  me  I landed  on  my 
seat  in  marshy  ground,  willows  and  cat  tails  and  aside  from  a badly  spiaincd 
back  muscle  I was  none  the  worse  for  the  experience. 

I tried  to  locate  my  buddy  but  he  was  not  found  until  the  next  morning, 
and  the  chute' was  still  in  the  pack  and  the  rip  cord  was  still  in  the  pocket. 

It  was  evident'  that  he  made  no  attempt  to  open  the  chute.  . He  got  a good  break 
in  that  he  left  the  rear  cockpit  at  600  feet  while  the  ship  was  being  steadied, 
in  contrast  to  the  fact  that  I left  the  front  cockpit  at  150  feet. 

It  takes  a much  longer  time  to  read  this  than  it  did  to  act  it,  and  why  I 
did  not  jump  instead  of  pull  off  is  more  than  I can  answer,  as  I can  assure  you 
that  I did  not  hold  a council  of  war  on  the  subject  as  one  might  infer  from 
reading  this  account.  I was  up  and  out  and  the  whole  thing  was  over  almost 
instantly. " 

LIEUT.  A.  F . SOLTER,  AYR  CORPS,  jumped  with  his  parachute  on  May  18th  near 

Columbus  , Ohio , during  the  air  maneuvers . The 
cause  leading  to  the  emergency  jump  was  a collision  in  the  air.  It  was  report- 
ed that  one  of  the  planes  struck  the  tail  of  the  other  and  then  burst  into 
flames.  An  eyewitness  said  that  one  ship  suddenly  became  a mass  of  fire,  then 
plunged  to  earth.  The  pilot  of  the  other  ship  tried  vainly  to  fly  it,  but  it 
went  into  a tail  spin  and  crashed.  The  collision  occurred  at  an  altitude  of 
approximately  15,000  feet.  Both  pilots  attempted  to  use  the  parachute.  Lieut. 
Bolter  was  successful,  but  Lieut.  E.L.  Meadow’s1  chute  caught  in  the  undercar- 
riage of  his  plane  and  he  was  dragged  to  the  ground.  Lieut.  Solter's  statement 
which  appeared  in  a press  account  of  the  accident  was  as  follows: 

"I  was  with  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  carrying  out  an  attack  on  Horton 
Field.  There  were  17  ships  in  my  formation.  Suddenly  we  saw  a dozen  Red 
planes  beneath  us  and  hopped  on  them  for  the  attack.  Without  warning  one  of 
the  Red  ships  crashed  into  the  undercarriage  of  my  ship.  I was  thrown  against 
the  dash  by  the  inpact,  but  quickly  recovered  control  of  my  ship.  Then  I dis- 
covered that  my  gas  tank  had  been  punctured  and  that  the  ship  was  afire.  I 
made  my  get-away  as  quickly  as  possible  and  jumped." 

CADET  FLOYD  BERNARD  HOOD,  Air  Corps,  a student  at  the  Advanced  Flying  School, 

Kelly  Field,  Texas,  was  flying  in  a 3-ship  formation 
when  his  plane  collided  with  one  piloted  by  Cadet  L.H.  Troup.  The  planes 
locked  wings  and  started  falling  from  an  altitude  of  about  6,000  feet. 

Cadet  Wood  jumped  with  his  parachute,  landed  safely  and  suffered  no  injuries. 
Apparently  no  effort  was  made  by  Cadet  Troup  to  use  his  parachute,  and  he  was 
killed  in  the  crash.  The  accident  occurred  on  June  13th. 

LE0H  ALLEN,  test  pilot  of  the  Wright  Aeronautical  Corporation,  leaped  nearly 
2,000  feet  with  a parachute  on  June  11th  shortly  after  taking  off 
from  the  Philadelphia  Navy  Yard  on  a trip  to  Teterboro  , H.  J. 

According  to  a press  account  of  the  accident  spectators  saw  the  engine 
detach  itself  from  the  fuselage  and  strike  a sand  pit  a short  distance  from  the 
Delaware  River.  Allen  quickly  adjusted  the  parachute  and  perilously  climbed 
along  the  wing  of  the  ship.  Jumping,  Allen  was  stunned  when  the  wing  tip 
grazed  his  forehead,  and  he  descended  more  than  200  feet  before  the  parachute 
opened.  He  missed  a tree  and  was  nearly  submerged  in  the  swamp  mud  before  a 
15- year  old  boy  saw  his  plight,  wadod  through  the  mire  and  succeeded  in  loosing 
the  parachute  from  Allen’s  body.  Railroad  workmen  nearby  helped  to  rescue 
Allen  and  one  of  thorn  telephoned  the  hospital.  An  ambulance  arrived  on  the 
scene  in  snort  order  and  the  stunned  airman  was  taken  to  the  hospital  where 
it  was  ascertained  that  he  suffered  cuts  above  the  eyes  and  .'.injuries  to  his 
back.Eis  condition  was  described  as  "fair"  and  he  was  kept  in  bed  for  several 
days. 

—000 

HEW  AIRPLANES  FOR  THE  AIR  CORPS 

■ "* . m 

Contracts  were  recently  approved  by  the  Hon.  F.  Trubee  Davison,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War  for  Aviation,  calling  for  a total  of  162  new  airplanes  for^the 
Army  Air  Corps  which  will  involve  an  expenditure  of  approximately  five  million 
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dollars,  ninety  of  these  planes,  a new  Pursuit  type  designated  as  the  P-12-3 
and  manufactured  by  the  Boeing  Airplane  Company,  are  powered  with  a ’’Wasp11  air- 
cooled engine.-  Ten  pianos  of  this  type  were  previously  delivered  to  the  Air 
Corps  for  trial  and  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  This  marks  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  Air  Corps  that  quantity  production  has  been  started  on  a pursuit 
plane  which  is  powered  with  other  than  a water-cooled  engine. 

Of  the  remaining  72  planes  contracted  for,  41  are  0-1E  Curtiss  Observation 
type,  28  are  Curtiss  A-33  Attack  typ&  and  three  are  experimental  types.  These 
throe  experimental  planes,  which,  upon  completion,  will  be  sent  to  the  Materiel 
Division,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  exhaustive  test  to  determine  their 
suitability  for  Air  Corps  use,  are  radical  departures  from  service  type  planes 
heretofore  used  in  the  Army.  Two  are  designated  as  the  XC27 , and  are  bi-motored 
3-seater  monoplanes,  observation  type,  manufactured  by  the  Fokker  Company.  The 
remaining  experimental  plane  is  a two-seater  pursuit  type  , manufactured  by  the 
Berliner-Joyce  Aircraft  Corporation. 

As  all  pursuit  ships  used  by  the  Air  Corps  up  to  the  present  tine  have  been 
single-seater  types,  and  all  observation  planes  single- engined  two-seater  types, 
these  experimental  planes  rill  afford  experimental  work  of  an  exceedingly  inter- 
esting nature  to  the  Air  Ccrps  Materiel  Division  at  Wright  Field  and  the  test 
pilots  on  duty  there. 

oOo- — - 

MARCH  FIELD  OFFICERS  WITNESS  SMOKE  SHAKE  DANCE 

Led  by  Major  Millard  F.  Harmon,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Air  Corps  Pri- 
mary Flying  School  at  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  13  officers  and  two  non- 
commissioned officers  flew  cross-country  to  Prescott,  Arizona,  and  while  there 
attended  the  ninth  annual  Smoki  Snake  Dance  which  are  presented  annually  by  the 
Smoki  people  at  Prescott.  This  is  an  organization  composed  of  male  citizens  of 
Prescott  and  vicinity,  who  have  joined  together  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating 
Indian  customs  and  traditions  primarily  through  the  medium  of  ceremonial  dances. 
The  dances  presented  this  year  wore  the  Turkey  Hunt  Dance,  Green  Corn  Dance, 
Welcome  to  the  Storm,  Butterfly  Lance  Song  and  finally  the  ceremonial  Snake 
Dance.  This  last  was  extremely  impressive  and  even  though  the  dancers  used 
bull  snakes  instead  of  the  customary  rattle  snakes  used  by  the  Indians,  it 
caused  many  peculiar  feelings  to  see  them  dancing  around  with  a large  snake  in 
one  hand  and  another  seized  tightly  in  their  teeth. 

The  officers  participating  in  the  cross-country  flight  to  Prescott,  in 
addition  to  Major  Harmon,  xjqtq  Captain  J.H.  Davidson,  1st  Lieuts.  P.  W. 
Timberlake,  W.  H.  Hardy,  W.C.  Goldsborough,  N.  F.  Twining,  3.J.  Tooher,  Kenneth 
Garrett,  J.M.  Bevans,  L.D.  Weddingtcn,  W .3 . Clark,  2nd  Lieuts.  C.  W.  Davies, 

R.E.  Fisher,  F.C.  Wolfe,  and  Sergeants  L.F.  McKenna  and  Gilmore. 

Major  L.  A.  Walton  joined  the  party  with  his  brother  and  sister-in-law  by 
automobile  at  Prescott,  and  flew  one  of  the  ships  on  the  return  flight. 

The  airplanes  used  were  one  PW-S  and  nine  02- K*  s.  The  flight  to  Prescott 
was  made  in  two  hours  and  fifty  minutes  without  incident.  The  planes  landed  at 
Ernest  E.  Love  Field,  and  considerable  assistance  was  given  by  local  people  in 
s talcing  down  and  covering  planes,  thanks  being  particularly  due  to  Mr.  Gale 
Gardner,  an  ex-Air  Corps  officer,  who  is  a resident  of  Prescott.  The  return 
flight  was  made  again  without  incident  against  a fairly  stiff  wind  in  3 hours 
and  twenty  minutes. 

Lieut.  Barney  Tooher  brought  home  an  airplane  load  of  bull  snakes  that  had 
served  their  usefulness  for  the  dance  and  turned  them  loose  on  the  flying  field 
so  that  they  might  exterminate  the  gophers.  If  Barney  sees  snakes  now,  he  has 
only  himself  to  blame, 

— eoo — 

MAJOR  SPATE  ASSUMES  COMMAND  OF  7th  BOMB.  GROUT 

The  7th  Bombardment  Group,  stationed  at  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif., 
is  now  functioning  under  the  command  of  Major  Carl  Spatz,  Air  Corps.  This 
Group  was  formerly  only  a Provisional  Bombardment  Group.  The  95th  Pursuit 
Squadron,  the  only  active  squadron  at  present  in  the  17th  Pursuit  Group,  is 
assigned  to  the  7th  Bombardment  Group. 
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INSURANCE  FOR  AVIATORS 

All  Air  Corps  officers  will  "be  interested  to  know  that  a very  thorough 
study  of  a problem  which  is  most  vital  to  them  - Insurance  - is  to'  he  conducted 
under  the  direction  of  the  Guggenheim  Fund  for  the  Promotion  of  Aeronautics. 
Captain  Ray  A.  Hina,  Air  Corps  , who  has  been  studying  the  subject  of  insurance 
for  officers  of  the  Air  Corps  for  the  past  five  yoars , and  who  has  been  endeavor- 
ing to  secure  aviation  insurance  at  reasonable  premium  rates,  will  be  associated 
with  the  (Guggenheim  Fund  in  conducting  this  study. 

All  officers  are  familiar  with  the  difficulties  encountered  in  their  at- 
tempts to  secure  insurance  coverage  and  the  exorbitant  extra  premium  rates  charg- 
ed by  insurance  companies  for  pilots . 

Civilian  pilots  and  others  connected  with  commercial  aviation  have  had  the 
same  difficulty,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  the  Guggenheim  Fund  is  conduct- 
ing this  survey.  The  ultimate  object  of  the  survey  will  be  to  present  insurance 
underwriters  with  an  accurate  analysis  of  aviation  risks  involved,  with  a view 
to  convincing  them  that  aviation  insurance  can  be  safely  written,  and  at 
nominal  rates. 

Several  insurance  companies  are  now  accepting  Air  Corps  personnel,  but  the 
extra  premium  rates  charged  are  so  unreasonable  that  the  insurance  becomes  pro- 
hibitive. Officers  who  contemplate  taking  out  additional  insurance  at  this 
time  should  be  extremely  careful  of  the  contract  they  make  with  the  insurance 
company.  Many  agents,  not  fully  conversant  with  the  aviation  insurance  contract, 
misrepresent  their  company  by  making  statements  and  promises  to  the  applicant 
which  are  not  included  in  the  contract.  Cawtain  Dunn  will  be  glad  to  assist 
any  officer  interested  in  planning  their  insurance  program,  with  advice  on  best 
forms'  of  contracts,  reliability  and  standing  of  companies,  or  give  any  other 
general  insurance  advice  requested.  He  can  be  addressed  in  care  of  The  Daniel 
Guggenheim  Fund  for  the  Promotion  of  Aeronautics,  Inc.,  598  Madison  Avenue, 

Hew  York  City. 

0O0 — — 

CLARK  FIELD  PILOT  PERFORMS  FANCY  SHOOTING 

The  News  Letter  Correspondent  from  Clark  Field,  Pampanga,  P.I.,  reports 
that  on  April  29th  Bill  Irvine  stopped  out  with  the  high  gunnery  score  for  the 
year.  Out  of  fifty  rounds  he  got  46  hits  of  which  thirty-two  were  bull's  eyes. 
His  score  was  213  out  of  a possible  250.  Everyone  was  interested,  and  after 
checking  it  was  found  that  a new  gun  had' been  mounted  on  Lieut.  Irvine's  plane. 

A rather  interesting  test  followed,  using  a new  and  old  barrel.  With  the  for- 
mer a pattern  at  400  feet  was  made  which  could  be  covered  with  a hat.  The  old 
gun  fired  a pattern  about  five  feet  in  diamater. 

In'  consequence  of  the  above  test,  all  ships  will  be  equipped  with  new 

guns. 

oOo 


ROCKWELL  FIELD  AIRMEN  RETURN  FROM  THE  MANEUVERS 


Back  from  a series  of  maneuvers  at  Norton  and  Wright  Fields,  Ohio,  23  air- 
planes, under  the  command  of  Major  Carl  S-patz,  A.G.,  landed  at  Rockwell  Field, 
Coronado,  Calif.,  on  May  31st.  The  airplanes  left  Rockwell  Field  on  May  10th 
for  the  purpose  of  participating  in  the  Army  Maneuvers  in  Ohio.  As  an  example 
of  how  fast  the  airplanes  moved  across  the  country,  they  took  off  from  El  Paso 
at  4;40  a.m. , May  31st,  and  the  Pursuit  type,  fastest  of  the  flight,  landed  at 
Rockwell  Field  at  10:15  a.m.  The  six  LB-7  Bombers  arrived  at  Rockwell  an  hour 
later  and  the  Transports  an  hour  after  that.  Among  the  Transports  was  "Old  No. 
1,"  the  airplane  which  aided  in  refueling  the  "Question  Mark"  on  its  famous 
endurance  flight,  and  which  was  designated  to  refuel  the  bomber  that  "attacked" 
New  York  City  from  Dayton,  Ohio . 

One  death  was  reported  during  the  maneuvers,  2nd  Lieut.  E.L.  Meadow,  of 
the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Rockwell  Field,  being  killed  in  a collision  between 
his  airplane  and  one  piloted  by  2nd  Lieut.  A.  F.  Solter,  also.: of  the  95th 
Pursuit  Squadron.  Lieut.  Meadow's  body  was  shipped  to  his  home  in  Tennessee. 
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A STODMY  HI  GET  FLIGHT  TO  MITCHF-L  FIELD,  H,  Y. 

A projected  night  flight  iron  Dolling  Field,  D.  C. , to  Mitchol  Field,  L.I., 
Herr  York,  on  June  14th,  by  officers  on  duty  in  tho  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the 
Air  Corps  was  rudely  nipped  in  the  hud  by  various  forces  of  nature.  Jupiter 
Pluvius  staged  a real  party  that  night  and  was  ably  assisted  by  his  trusty 
henchmen  Erebus , the  fiery-bearded  Thor  riding  full  tilt  in  his  rambling 
chariot,  Old  Dorcas  and  what  have  you.  The  Army  flyers  were  simply  not  invited 
and  finally  abandoned  their  attempt  to  break  in  on  the  -party. 

A weather  report  obtained  at  10:00  p.m. , indicated  good  flying  conditions 
between  Washington  and  How  York,  save  for  a 500- foot  ceiling  at  Trenton,  H.J., 
and  the  airmen  decided  to  boat  the  storm,  if  possible.  Tho  first  to  take  off 
was  Captain  Harold  M.  McClelland,  accompanied  by  Captain  Padloy  D.  Howard.  He 
was  immediately  followed  by  Lieut.  El wood  H . Quesada,  accompanied  by  Corporal 
Paul  D.  Ilaganan,  mechanic. 

Approaching  Daltinore,  occasional  lightning  flashes  were  noted  ahead.  Hie 
lights  of  the  Monumental  City  could  be  clearly  seen.  Upon  passing  Daltimore, 
however,  the  ground  was  partially  obscured  by  broken  clouds  at  about  1500  feet 
altitude.  Aberdeen  Proving  Grounds,  Mid.,  was  passed  over  shortly  after  eleven 
o’clock  and  while  no  clouds  were  encountered  at  this  point,  vivid  flashes  of 
lightning  to  the  left  indicated  the  approach  of  a thunder  storm.  Presently, 
tho  moon  and  stars  disappeared  and  the  flyers  ran  into  a heavy  rain  which  seem- 
ed to  come  out  of  a small  black  cloud.  The  visibility  ahead  appeared  to  be 
good,  but  lightning  flashed  continually.  The  downpour  became  so  heavy  that 
Captain  McClelland  started  to  return  to  Aberdeen  Proving  Grounds.  In  a few  mo- 
ments the  flyers  ran  out  of  the.  rain  and  tho  lights  of  a town  could  be  seen 
ahead. 

Turning  north  again  and  crossing  the  Elk  Diver , dense  clouds  wero  encoun- 
tered, as  well  as  a driving  rain  which  cut  the  airmen’s  faces.  A gusty  wind 
tossed  both  planes  about  viciously.  There  was  no  horizon  in  sight  and  every- 
thing was  inky  blackness.  Suddenly,  Lieut.  Quesada’ s plane  vanished  in  the 
darkness-  and  was  not  seen  again.  Captains  McClelland  and  Howard  were  blinded 
time  and  again  by  the  lightning  flashes  and  the  latter  stated  that  it  was 
about  the  worst  storm  ho  had  eycr  encountered. 

After  about  five  minutes  of  rough  going  in  the  cloud.  Captain  McClelland 
emerged  therefrom  and  started  circling  about  in  the  hope  of  locating  Lieut. 
Quesada.  His  altitude  at  the  time  was  about  3,000  feet.  Finding  no  sign  of 
the  missing  piano,  ho  turned  northward.  Although  there  were  broken  clouds 
overhead,  the  visibility  was  good.  Wilmington,  Del.,  was  sighted  at  11:40 
p.m.  and,  while  the  city  was  clearly  visible,  indications  pointed  to  a dense 
storm  raging  to  tho  north  of  the  city.  Swinging  southward,  Captain  McClelland 
located  the  Dellanca  Aircraft  Factory  and  field  at  Hew  Castle,  Pa.  His  attempt 
to  arouse  the  watchmen  at  the  factory  by  ’’jazzing"  his  engine  proved  success- 
ful, for  very  soon  thereafter  the.  flood  lights  on  tho  field  were  turned  on. 

These  did  not,  however,  illuminate  the  ground  sufficiently  to  warrant  attempting 
a landing,  and  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  the  wind  cone. 

A parachute  flare  released  by  Captain  McClelland  did  its  work  well . The 
field  was  brightly  illuminated,  and  by  watchipg  its  drift  it  was  possible  to 
determine  accurately  the  direction  of  the  wind.  After  the  first  flare  had 
burned  out,  a second  flare  was  released  to  assist  in  the  landing,  which  was  ef- 
fected at  11:50  p.m, 

Taxying.  to  tho  lino  in  front  of  the  Dellanca  factory,  the  airmen  were 
greeted  by  the  factory  watchmen  and  several  other  persons  who  were  eager  to  ex<£o 
tend  every,  assistance  possible.  It  appears  that  these  men  had.  gathered  to- 
gether broken  boxes,  paper?  etc.,  in  a frantic  effort  to  build  a bonfire  on  the 
field  to  assist  the  airmen  in  making  a safe  landing. 

Hating  the  approach  of  a storm,  the  plane  was  staked  down  and  Captains 
McClelland  and  Howard  spent  several  hours  of  watchful  waiting  in  the  hope  of 
being  able  to  continue  their  flight  to  Mitchel  Field  that  night.  Their  vigil 
was  in  vain,  for  there  appeared  to  be  no  sign  of  any  let-up  in  the  rain,  and 
they  finally  decided  to  locate  a place  to  sloop.  Finding  a couple  of  seat 
cushions,  they  climbed  on  a tall  tabic  in  tho  factory  building,  and  in  less 
time  than  it  takes  to  tell. it  Captain  Howard  was  wrapped  in  the  arms  of 
Morpheus.  He  had  had  .the  previous  experience  of  sleeping  during  hunting  trips 
on  such  insecure  places  as  the  limbs  of  trees,  so  to  him  the  table  appeared  to 
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bo  a comfortable  resting  place.-  No-t  • so. -in- the  case  of  Captain  McClelland, 
however.  Hie  altitude  of  the  table  'disturbed  hin  and  what  little  sleep  he  did 
-obtain  was  broken  ever  so  often  by  his  attempts  to  keep  one  eye  focussed  on  the 
nearby  edge  of  the  table , for  to  have  dropped  off  would  have  been 'not  so  good. 

When  morning  came. the  field  was  blanketed  by  a fog,  which  dissipated  suf- 
ficiently by  six  o’clock  to  enable  the. two  Captains  to  resume  their  journey  to 
Mitchel  Field,  where  they  landed  at  7:17  a.m. 

When  Lieut.  Quesada  became . separated  from  his  companions  during  the  violent 
storm,  he  decided  to  return  to  Bolling  Field.  Conditions  were  not',.nich  better 
when  he_  reached'  Baltimore , and  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  circle  the  beacon  at 
Logan  Field  for  thirty  minutes  before  the  weather  cleared  sufficiently  to  per- 
mit him  to  resume  his  journey.  The  Air  Mail  plane  was  down  at  Logan  Field, 
which  was  proof  enough'  to  hin  that  the  weather  was  "not  so  good"  ahead.  Lieut, 
Quesada  landed  at  Bolling  Field  at  12:20  a.m.,  none  the  worse  for  his  experi- 
ence and  anxious  to  try  it  again. 

Captain  Howard  afterwards  stated  that  an  interesting  feature  of  any  night 
flying  is  the  vision- impairing  effect  of  light.  In  a storm  the  effect  is  aggra- 
vated by  the  reflecting  quality  of  clouds,  falling  raindrops  and  the  wet  sur- 
faces of  the  aircraft  structure . Although  the  running  lights  are  shielded  on 
the  side  toward  pilot  and  observer,  'light  is  reflected  into  their  eyes  by, the 
mirrors  just  mentioned.  Even  the  propeller  reflects  light.  "The ' exhaust 
flames  are  principal  sources  of  light  for  propeller  reflection  because  of  the 
use  of  short  exhaust  stacks  from  the  individual  cylinders  of  the  motor.  Exhaus 
manifolds  with  pipes  leading  aft  of  the  cockpits  would. eliminate  this  objec- 
tionable feature,  but  short  stacks  are  desirable  because  they  reduce  the  fire 
hazard.  Cockpit  lights  must  be  used  sparingly  at  night,  especially  in  a storm. 
The  pilot  must  look  at  his  instruments  occasionally  and  so  cannot  avoid  the  use 
of  a light  at  such  times.  The  observer  on  a military  observation  mission 
should,  refrain  from  any  use  of  lights,  if  possible.  .He  should  be  so  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  country  over  which  the  mission  is  flown  that  reference  to  a 
map  is  unnecessary.  A record  of  observations  can  bo  written  in  the  dark  by  use 
of  a special  writing  guide. 

The  time  of  each  observation  can  be  recorded  by  a time  stamp.  Badio  can 
bo  used  in  the  dark.  The  observer  must  be  able  to  gaze  at  the  ground  below 
continuously  without  intervening  flashes  of  aircraft-carried  lights  in  order 
that  his  eyes  my  be  maintained  accustomed  to  the  darkness;  otherwise,  he  will 
fail  to  see  ground  objects  clearly  enough  for  accurate  identification. 

More  important  than  the  vis ion- impairing  effect  of  local  lights  is  the 
need  for  an  efficient  flight  attitude  indicator  which  will  not  be  affected  by 
air'  gusts  and  other  disturbing  conditions. 

— -0O0 

SOUVENIR  HUNTERS  STILL  OH  THE  JOB 

Three  airplanes  from  Camp  Nichols , P.I.,  piloted  by  Captain  Charles 
Parsley,  Lieuts.  Alfred  Lindeburg  and  E.M.  Morris,  respectively,  were  recently 
flown  cross-country  to  Mindoro.  Captain  B.  Giles,  Lieuts.  D.M.  Beeves,  J.  G. 
Salsman,  1st  Sgt  . Mike  Hamer  and  Staff  Sgt . J.E.  McDonough  accompanied  the 
flight.  Various  items,  such  as  old  cigars,  matches,  cigarettes,  broken  watches, 
assorted  coins,  worn-out  flashlights,  etc.,  wore  taken  along  in  the  hope  of 
trading  with  the  hill  people  of  Mindoro.  On  one  morning  a trip  .was  made  via 
narrow  gauge  to  the  base  of  the  hills  where  the  Manyans"  were  supposed  to  be. 
They  weren’t,  resulting  in  all  articles  intended  for  trade  were  brought  back  in 
anticipation  of  another  expedition. 

Lieut.  Badhe  McC.  Beeves  secured  detached  service  for  one  week  and  hied 
himself  to  the  hills  behind  Camp  Stotsenburg  in  an  endeavor  to  acquire  a ship 
load  of  bows,  arrows,  bolos , rainment , etc. , from  the  Negritos  of  that  locality. 
This  is  Lieii.t.  Beeves’  second  expedition  into  this  country,  and  it  is  expected 
he  will  return  heavily  laden. 

0O0 

STUDENTS  GRADUATE  FROM  AIR  C03P3  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL 

A total  of  71  students  - officers  and  enlisted  men  - graduated  from  various 
courses  conducted  at  the  Air  Corps  Technidal  School,  Chanute  Field,  Bantoul ,111. 
during  the  month  of  May.  Captains  Williail  C.  Thomas,  Paul  C.  Durbin  and  John 
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Honey  Wright,  Air  He  servo.;  1st  LI  cuts:. ..  Wallace  R . Hillford1,  Washington  national  ' 
Guard,  and  Frederick?.  Sans or„v  Connect i cut  national  Guard,  graduated  from  the 
three  months*'  course' in' Aerial  Photography,  Hay  27th.  . •"  ' 

On  May  4th,  13  enlisted  men  of  the  U.S . Army  and  Lieut.  Hudolfo  Mendoza  of 
the  Guatemalan  Army,  were,  graduated-  from  the  Engine  Mechanics  course'.  On  the 
same  date  ten  enlisted  men  of  the  Army,  wore  graduated  from  the  course  in 
General  Photography.  > 

Graduating  on  May  25th -were  8 enlisted  men  from  the  U.S.  Army;  one  noncom- 
missioned officer  from  the  105th  Observation'  Squadron, ' Tennessee  National  Gwaxu. 
and  one  noncommissioned  officer  from  the  101st  Observation' Squadron,  Masssacliu- 
setts  national  Guard,  from  the'  Armorers  Course  - 15  enlisted  men  of  the  U.S. 

Array  from  the  Crow  Chiefs  Course  - 9 enlisted  men  'of  ' the  'U  ,S.  Ai’my  from  the 
General  Photography  Course  - 10  enlisted -men  of  the  U.S .' Army;  one  noncommis- 
sioned officer,  107th  Observation  Squadron,  Michigan  national  Guard;  one  non- 
commissioned officer,  120th  Observation  Squadron,  Colorado  national  Guard;  and 
one  noncommissioned  officer  from- the  106th  Observation  Squadron,  Washington 
national  Guard,  from  the  Hadio  Course. 

On-  June  3rd  classes  come  need  in  the  following  courses;  Armorers,  Crew 
Chiefs,  General  Photography  and  Hadio  Mechanics'  and  Operators. 

Luo  to  the  school  closing  during  August,  the  parachute  Higgcrs  class, 
scheduled  to  start  July  1st,  commenced  work  a 'week  earlier  to  permit  it  to  be 
graduated  on  August  3rd. 

Since  the  new  Director  of  the  Mechanics  Department  arrived  on  the  "scene 
of  action,"  offices,  shops,  lecture  rooms,  buildings,  etc.,  are  being  repaired 
and  painted,  and  training  manuals  are  being  prepared  in  a jiffy. 

During  the  month  of  May  there  were  18  classes  undergoing  instruction  in 
the  Department  of  Mechanics,  consisting  of  198  students.  Four  classes  started 
instruction  and  two  classes  graduated. 

The  personnel  rostor  of  the  Department  of  Mechanics,  Air  Corps  Technical 
School,  shows  3 officers,  29  enlisted  men  and  22  Civilian  employees  for  duty  on 
the  permanent  rolls  during  the  month  of- 'May. 

— —— 0Oo 

DEW  OFFICERS  FOR  THE'  AIR' • CORPS 


As  a result  of  the  examination  held  March  18  - 23,  1929,  of  candidates  for 
commission  in  the  Air  Corps,  Regular  Army,  the  following  qualified  flyers  from 
the  enlisted  ranks  and  from  civil  life  were  tendered  appointments  as  2nd  Lieut- 
enants, with  assignment  to  Air  Corps  stations,  as  follows: 


To  Self ridge  Field,  Mich. 

Edward  Harrison  Alexander 
Russell  Allan  Cone 
Edwin  Roland  French 
Paul  Mueller  Jacobs 
William  Maurice  Morgan 
Ralph  Columbus  Hhudy 
Kenneth  Austin  Rogers 
Kingston  Eric  Tibbetts 
Edward  Holmes  Underhill 
Max  Barrels on  Warren 

To  Mitchel  Field,  L.I.,  Hew  York. 

Robert  Kirkland  Dlack 
Robert  Edward  Lee  Choate,  Tech.Sgt . 
Charles  Dibrell  Factor 
Benjamin  Scovill  Kelsey 
Thomas  Robert  Starratt 
Harry  J ohns on  ' Zimmerman 
To  Maxwell  Field.  Ala. 

Albert  Boyd 

Lambert  Spencer  Callaway 
Isaac  William  Gtt 
John  Williams  persons 
To  Fort  San  Houston,  Texas. 


John  Joseph  Keough 


To  Langley  Field,  7a. 

Frank  Alton  Armstrong,  Jr. 

Wm,  Ghariberlayne  Bentley,  Jr. 
William  Truman  Col man 
Edwin  Minor  Day 
Harley  Ray  Grater 
Dudley  Durward  Hale 
Haywood  Shepherd  Hansel!,  Jr. 
Leonard  Franklin  Harman 
Emery  Jamison.  .Martin 
Ralph  Aldrich ' Murphy 
William  Albert  Mat  he  ny 
William  Pryor  Sloan 
Edwin  Lee  Tucker 
Reginald  F.  C.  Vance 
James  Herbert  Wallace 
Jack  Weston  Wood 
To  Fort  Crockett,  Texas: 

Herbert  Leonard  Grills 
George  Frost  -Kinzie 
Richard  Henry  Lee 
Wi Iliad  Lecel  Lee 
' William  Houston  Maverick  <• 

' Thoms  Lee  Mosley  ' ... 

Clarence  Kennedy  Heath 
. , Raymond  Lloyd  Winn 
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To  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif 

John  Patrick  Kenny 
Sam  Williamson  Cheyney 
David  Dunbar  Graves 
Levis  II . Parker 
Robert  Wilson  Stewart 
Allen  Joslyn  Mickle 


Do  Crlss?/  Field,  Gal  if, 

Kenneth  Clinton  Drown 
Walter  Archibald  Fenander 
Trenholn  Jones  Meyer 
El well  Adolphus  Sanborn 
To  Port  Sill,  Oklahoma . 


Richard  Irvine  Dugan 
• i'->  Janes  Wayne  McCauley 

Of  the  above-named  newly 'appointed  off i cers  of  the  Amy  Air  Corps,  four 
are  full-fledged  members  of  the  Caterpillar  Club  by  virtue  of  the  fact  $hat 
they  jumped  in  an  emergency  with  their  parachutes  from  planes  during  flight 
in  order  to  reach  the  ground  safely.  These  four  "Caterpillars11  are  - 
Lieuts „ Dugan,  Morgan,  Sanborn  and  Winn. 

0O0- — 


A ROUTED  TRIP  S3G0-M2LE'  THAWS  CO NTTNEUTAL  FLIGHT 

Captain  Ross  G.  Hoyt,  Army  Air  Corps,  will  attempt  a round  trip  flight 
from  Mitchel  Field,  Hew  York,  to  San  Francisco  and  return,  early  in  July.  The 
flight  will  probably  begin  July  2nd  or  3rd,  depending  upon  weather  conditions 
and  whether  or  not  Several  test  flights  to  be  made  before  the  take-off  will 
have  been  completed  by  that  time. 

A standard  Army  Air  Corps  pursuit  plane  of  the  Curtiss  "Hawk"  .type,  equip- 
ped  with  the  new  600  horsepower  Curtiss  "Conqueror"  motor,  will  he  used  by 
Captain  Hoyt.  The  flight  was  authorised  by  the  Army  Air  Corps  early  in  the 
Spring  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  performance  of  the  new  motor  in  Army  pur- 
suit planes  and  to  demonstrate  as  well  the  mobility  of  Army  aircraft  over  great 
distances . 

Inasmuch  as  it  is  expected  that  Captain  Hoyt  will  be  able  to  make  the 
5,300  miles  involving  the  round  trip -at  an  average  speed  of  150  miles  an  hour  - 
if  wind  and  weather  conditions  ore  normal  - it  is' hoped  that  he  will  complete 
the  flight  in  a total  flying  time  of  about  36  hours.  This  includes  a minimum 
of  1 hour  and  twenty  minutes  consumed  in  refueling  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  and 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  on  his  westward  as  well  as  on  his  east  bound  trip,  but  does 
not  include  the  five  hour  rest  period  Captain  Hoyt  intends  to  allow  himself  in 
San  Francisco  after  his  arrival  there. 

In  weather  conditions  are  favorable  and.  the  performance  of  the  ship  is  sat- 
isfactory, Captain  Hoyt  will  leave  Mitchel  Field  one  minute  after  midnight  on 
July  2nd  or  3rd.  His  first  stop  will  be  Davenport,  Iowa,  900  miles  from  Hew 
York.  He  will  then  proceed  to  Cheyenne,  a distance  of  750  miles,  from  which 
place  he  will  have  1,000  miles  to  go  before  he  reaches  San  Francisco.  Captain 
Hoytfs  schedule  calls  for  a maximum  of  20  minutes  at  each  of  the  refueling 
points.  The  tiny  pursuit  plane  which  has  a wing  spread  of  31  feet  and  weighs 
only  about  3,000  pounds  fully  loa.ded,  has  been  at  the  Curtiss  factory  in  Long 
Island  for  several  weeks  undergoing  such  minor  changes  as  have  been  necessary 
to  install  special  gas  tanks  giving  the  craft  a fuel  capacity  of  250  gallons 
against  its  normal  capacity  of  100  gallons.  This  has  been  done  by  utilizing 
all  available  space  between  the  motor  and  the  pilot’s  cockpit , by  increasing 
the  capacity  of  the  emergency  tank  suspended  under  the  ship  and  by  installing  a 
tank  in  the  center  of  the  upper  wing.  It  is  expected  that  the  craft  will  be 
ready  for  flight  tests  at  Mitchel  Field  very  shortly. 

oOo 


WAR  DEPARTMENT  ORDERS  AFFECTING  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS 


Changes  of  Station:  Major  John  N.  Reynolds,  Mitchel  Field,  to  Langley 
Field,  Va. , upon  expiration  of  leave  of  absence. 

Major  Henry  H.  Arnold,  upon  expiration  of  present  course  of  instruction  at 
Command  and  General  Staff  School,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas',  to  Wright  Field,  0. 

Captain  Roger  S.  McCullough  from  duty  as  student,  rAir  Corps  Tactical  School 
at  Langley  Field,  to  Scott  Field,  111. 

1st  Lieut.  Wendell  H.  Drookley,  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  to  Wright  Field,  Ohio. 

1st  Lieut.  Will  W.  White,  upon  expiration  of  present  course  of  instruction 
at  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  to  Wright  Field,  0. 

Assignment  of  1st  Lieut.  Alfred  A.  Kessler,  Jr.,  from  Air  Corps  Engineer- 
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ing  School  to  West  Point,  N.T.,  revoked,  he  being  assigned  to  Materiel  Division, 
Wright  Field,  Ohio. 

Major  E.  L.  Hoffman  from  Lunken  Airport,  Cincinnati,  0.,  and  from  duty 
with  Department  of  Commerce,  to  Materiel.  Division,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  0. 

Orders  directing  2nd  Lieut.  William  0.  Eareckson  to  proceed  from  Scott 
Field  to  primary  Flying  School,  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  revoked. 

1st  Lieut.  George  G.  Luudberg  from  Scott  Field  to  Langley  Field,  Va. 

1st  Lieut.  George  0,  Boberson,  Chanute  Field,  111.,  to  Walter  Heed  General 
Hospital,  Washington,  D.G.,  for  observation  and  treatment. 

1st  Lieut.  Earle  E.  Partridge,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  to  United  States  Mili- 
tary Academy,  West  Point,  II. Y.,  for  duty  about  August  24,  1929. 

2nd  Lieut.  George  B.  Geer,  5Sth  Service  Squadron,  Langley  Field,  to  Boston, 
Mass. , for  duty  with  Organised  Reserves,  1st  Corps  Area. 

2nd  Lieut.  Edward  E.  White,  Scott  Field,  111.,  to  Primary  Flying  School, 
Brooks  Field,  Texas,  for  training  July  1,  1929. 

1st  Lieut.  George  P.Ioirtellot,  Air  Corps  Engineering  School,  Dayton,  0., 
to  Bolling  Field,  B.C. 

Following  officers  to  sail  for  Hawaiian  Department,  October  15th  - 1st  Lt . 
Joseph  W.  Benson,  Scott  Field;  2nd  Lieuts.  Joe  L.  Loutzehheiser , Chanute  Field; 
Edgar  R.  Todd,  Pope  Field,  IT. C.;  sailing  about  November  6th  - 2nd  Lieuts.  John 
E.  Dulligan  and  Edgar  T.  Noyes  of  March  Field,  Calif. 

Upon  completion  of  present  tour  of  duty  in  Hawaiian  Department,  1st  Lts. 
Russell  J.  Minty  and  Carlyle  H.  Ridenour  to  Wright  Field,  Ohio;  1st  Lieut.  John 
M.  Weikert  to  Chanute  Field;  2nd  Lieut.  Norme  D.  Frost  to  March  Field,  Calif.; 
2nd  Lieut.  Clarence  S.  Thorpe  to  March  Field. 

1st  Lieut.  Guy  L.  McNeil,  Chanute  Field,  to  Birmingham,  Ala,,  as  Instruc- 
tor, Air  Corps,  Alabama  National  Guard. 

1st  Lieut.  Lloyd  Barnett,  Instructor  Air  Corps,  Alabama  National  Guard, 
Birmingham,  Ala. , to  Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas. 

2nd  Lieut.  Rogers  A.  Gardner,  Crissy  Field,  to  LangLey  Field,  Ya. 

Relieved  from  Deto.il  to  the  Air  Corns;  2nd  Lieut.  Paul  D.  Peery  to  the 
51st  Coast  Artillery,  Fort  Monroe,  Ya. 

1st  Liout.  James  L.  Whelchel,  Coast  Artillery,  to  Signal  Corps  with  station 
at  Fort  Monmouth,  N.J. 

2nd  Lieut.  David  S.  Loughborough  to  Infantry,  2nd  Division,  Fort  Sam 
Houston,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut.  Carroll  N.  Pearce  to  20th  Infantry,  Fort  D. A.  Russell,  Wyoming. 

2nd  Liout.  Arthur  A.G.  Kirchhcff,  Corps  af  Engineers , to  duty  as  student 
at  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  17.  Y. 

Transferred  t.;  the  Air  Corps:  - 2nd  Lioixt.  Samuol  J.  Simonton,  Field  Artil- 
lery, Juno  10,  1929,  with  rank  from  June  14,  1927. 

1st  Lieut.  Cecil  E.  Henry,  Infantry,  May  31,  1929,  with  rank  from  March 
14,  1929.  .. 

Reserve  Officers  to  extended  active  duty:  2nd  Liout.  Ray  Hubert  Boudreaux, 
Crissy  Field,  Juno  50,  1929,  to  February  23,  1930. 

2nd  Liout.  Stephen  G.  McEniry-,  Maxwell  Field,  Ala.  , to  June  27,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  William  Charles  Kingsbury,  June  30,  1929,  to  Dec.  29,  1929. 

2nd  Lieut.  Albert  I.  Patrick,  Maxwell  Field,  to  June  27,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Ernest  A.E.  Pratt,  July  11,  1929,  to  Jan.  10,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Bert  Paul  Me yen,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich.,  Juno  23,  1929,  to 
June  27,  193G. 

1st  Lieut.  Joseph  Ralph  Hargrove  to  June  30,  1930. 

1st  Lieut.  Norfleet  g".  Bone , June  30,  1929,  to  Nov.  22,  1929. 

1st  Lieut.  Joseph  R.  Reed,  Juno  oO,  1929,  to  June  30,  1950,  Dodd  Field,  Tex.. 

2nd  Lieuts.  Myron  E.  Lackey  and  Joseph  L.  Mortenson,  Crissy  Field,  Cs.lif, , 

July  1,  1929,  to  Juno  30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Paul  Heffner,  Post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Okla. , to  June  9,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Trevor  Kenyon,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. , to  June  30,  1930. 

Resignation:  2nd  Lieut.  George  Charles  McG'inley. 

— oOo— 

Tno  Hon.  F.  Tribee  Davison,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  for  Aviation,  visit- 
ed the  9th  Corps  Area  during  the  middle  of  May.  The-  general  interest  manifested: 
in  his  visit  is  a very  definite  indication  of  public  alertness  to  and  eagerness 
for  aeronautical  expansion  and  development,  both  military  and  civilian,  on  the 
Pacific  Coast. 
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LIEUT.  PATRICK  MAKES  EXTENDED  CROSS -COUNTRY  PLIGHT 

The  following  report  was  just  received  from  Kelly  Pield,  Texas,  covering 
an  extended  cross-country  flight  made  by  1st  Lieut.  P.I . Patrick,  Operations 
Officer  on  duty  at  that  field: 

"Departed  from  Kelly  Pield,  7:50  A.M.,  June  1st,  flying  course  as  plotted 
on  Rand -McNally  State  Map.  Weather  conditions  fair,  with  tail  wind  and  low 
clouds  to  Austin,  Texas.  At  Austin  the  ceiling  was  unlimited  to  Muskogee,  with 
tail  wind  all  the  way.  Many  emergency  landing  fields  wore  noted  all  along  the 
route,  but  on  account  of  many  recent  rains  landing  would  have  been  hazardous. 
Arrived  Muskogee,  12:00  moon. 

"Departed  from  Muskogee,  1®00  P.M.,  flying  course  plotted  on  Rand -McNally 
State  Map.  Plying  conditions  excellent.  Many  landing  fields  were  noticed, 
but  most  of  them  under  water,  due  to  the  recent  heavy  rains.  Arrived  at 
Kansas  City,  3:05  P.M. 

"Departed  from  Kansas  City  Municipal  Airdrome,  9:10  A.M.,  June  3rd,  fly- 
ing course  plotted  on  Rand-McNally  State  Map.  Suitable  landing  fields  were 
few.  Strong  head  winds  were  encountered  and  all  country  flown  over  showed 
recent  heavy  rains,  with  streams  full  and  overflowing  their  banks.  Arrived 
Scott  Pield,  12:05  P.M. 

"Departed  from  Scott  Pield,  1:05  P.M.  Plying  conditions  excellent,  with 
strong,  south  wind.  Route  flown  as  plotted  on  Rand-McNally  State  Map.  Many 
landing  fields  were  noticed  en  route.  Arrived  Wright  Pield,,  4:30  P.M. 

"Departed  from  Wright  Pield,  June  5th,  10:00  A.M,  Course  flown  as  plotted 
on  Airway  Strip  Map  to  Moundsville.  Rand-McNally  State  Map  was  used  from 
Moundsville  to  Bolling  Pield.  Excellent  weather  was  encountered  during  the 
entire  trip.  Many  possible  landing  fields  in  Ohio  but  few  after  leaving 
Moundsville  for  Washington.  Arrived  Bolling  Pield,  1:10  P.M. 

"Departed  from  Bolling  Pield,  10:20  A..M.,  June  7th.  Plew  course  as  plot- 
ted on  Strip  Map.  Pew  landing  fields  were  noticed  en  route.  Plying  conditions 
excellent.  Arrived  Langley  Pield,  11:40  A.M. 

"Departed  from  Langley  Pield,  10:50  A.M.,  June  10th.  Plying  conditions, 
fair,  with  20-mile  head  wind;  coiling  from  700  to  1000  feet,  with  intermittent 
fog  and  rain.  Ceiling  lifted  to  3000  feet  after  first  hour’s  flying.  Plew 
direct  course  from  Langley  to  Wilmington,  Delaware.  Pew  landing  fields  were 
noticed  en  route.  (Was  delayed  at  Langley  one  day,  account  of  dangerous  fly- 
ing conditions.)  Arrived  Mitchel  Pield,  2:55  P.M.  /Strip  Map  used.) 

"Departed  from  Mitchel  Pield,  9:35  A.M.,  June  12th.  Plying  conditions 
excellent;  20  mile  head  wind.  Pew  landing,  fields  were  noticed  en  route.  Ar- 
rived Albany,  11:05  A.M.  (Rand-McNally  State  Map  used.) 

"Departed  from  Albany,  11:30  A.M.,  June  12th,  using  Rand-McNally  State 
Map.  Plying  conditions  excellent;  ceiling  unlimited.  Many  landing  fields 
were  noticed.  Rain  and  fog  encountered  at  Rochester.  Plew  at  altitude  be- 
tween 100  and  300  feet  for  the  last  two  hours.  Landed  Buffalo  Airport, 2:35  P.M. 

"Departed  from  Buffalo,  10:40  A.M.,  June  14th,  using  Rand-McNally  Map  of 
Canada.  Ceiling,  2000  feet;  strong  south  wind;  many  available  landing  fields. 
Generator  field  coils  took  fire  and  burned  in  the  air;  otherwise,  no  motor 
trouble.  Arrived  Self ridge  Pield,  1:40  P.M. 

"Departed  from  Selfridge  Pield,  8:30  A.M*,  June  15th,  flying  course  plot- 
ted oh  Rand -McNally  State  Map;  flying  conditions  excellent;  20  mile  south  wind; 
man;,7-  available  landing  fields.  Arrived  Scott  Pield,  1:20  P.M. 

"Departed  from  Scott  Field,  2:10  P.M.,  June  15th.  Plying  conditions  ex- 
cellent; strong  south  wind;  many  available  landing  fields,  with  the  exception 
of  the  territory  between  Monett,  Missouri  and  Neosho  River.  Arrived  Muskogee, 
6:25  P.M.  (Strip  Map  used.) 

"Departed  from  Muskogee,  9:00  A.M.,  June  16th,  using  Rand-McNally  State 
Map;  strong  south  wind;  flying  conditions,  excellent.  Arrived  Kelly  Pield, 
Texas,  2:35  P.M. 

"Type  of  airplane  used,  A-3A;  average  gas  consumption,  approximately  22 
gallons  per  hour;  average  oil  consumption,  approximately  1 pint  per  hour; 
total  flying  time,  42  hours  an'd  50  minutes.  With  the  exception  of  the  gener- 
ator burning  out,  no  mechanical  trouble  was  experienced  during  the  flight." 
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NOTES  FROM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 

cOo 

March  Field,  Riverside,  'Calif.,-  June  17th . 

The  many  friends  of  Capt . Andy  Smith,  Medical  Corps,  Flight  Surgeon,  will 
be  glad  to  learn  of  his  return  home  from  Lett orman  Hospital,  where  he  lias  been 
undergoing  treatment  on  account  of  injuries  suffered  when  a Chinaman  collided 
with  him  in  an  automobile  some  months  past.  While  Andy  is  not  yet  on  active 
duty,  he  is  able  to  pay  frequent  visits  to  the  field. 

1st  Lieut.  James  D.  Givens,  Air  Corps,  Director  of  Ground  School,  accom- 
panied by  Staff  Sgt.  Arthur  H.  Cayliue,  left  March  Field,  June  15th  by  airplane 
for  the  Training  Center,  where  Lieut.  Givens  will  have  an  opportunity  of  see- 
ing how  the  Ground  School  work  is  conducted  at  the  other  schools  at  the  Train- 
ing Center. 

©apt.  Frederick  I.  Elgin,  Air  Corps,  of  the  Training  Center,  accompanied 
by  Mr. Sgt.  Herman  Levy,  arrived  at  March  Field  Monday,  June  17th,  for  an 
official  visit . 

The  upper  class  of  Flying  Cadets  are  rapidly  nearing  their  graduating 
date,  which  has  been  set  for  June  27th.  They  are  now  on  the  final  formations 
and  cross-country  stages.  Latest  indications  show  that  there  will  be  approx- 
imately fifty-six  cadets  of  the  upper  class  who  will  graduate. 

Ro ckwell  Field,  Coronado.  Calif.,  June  14th . 

All  bids  opened  on  the  project  to  build  a barracks  building,  16  officers' 
quarters  and  13  non-commissioned  officers'  quarters  at  Rockwell  Field,  have 
been  rejected,  according  to  word  received  by  Capt.  M.A.  McFadden,  Constructing 
Quartermaster  at  Rockwell  Field. 

The  lowest  proposal,  $407,000,  was  submitted  by  Schroder  and  Flatbush, 
contractors  of  San  Diego.  The  project  outlined  was  to  have  been  the  first 
unit  of  an  eventual  $3,000,000  building  program  at  Rockwell  Field. 

Lieut.  C.P.  Kane,  Depot  Supply  Officer,  accompanied  by  Mr.  C.W.  Knight 
and  Mr.’C.J.  Anderson,  civilian  employees  of  the  Depot  Supply,  Rockwell  Air 
Depot,  departed,  June  3rd,  for  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  the  purpose 
of  observing  and  receiving  instructions  in  the  operation  of  the  machine  book 
keeping  system  now  installed  at  Wright  Field. 

Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.,  June  17th . 

The  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  members  arc  all  hoping  that  they  will  soom  be 
entirely  "air  cooled"  with  the  passing  of  the  FW-9D  and  the  adoption  of  the 
new  P-12.  It  is  understood  that  the  PW-9D's  are  soon  to  be  called  in  for  over- 
haul and  then  shipped  to  the  Islands. 

Capt.  E.C.  Black  and  Lieut.  E.C. Batten  departed  on  June  11th,  in  an  LB-7 
for  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  for  purpose  of  conferring  with  the  Chief,  Materiel 
Division,  regarding  Air  Corps  material  matters.  Upon  completion  of  this  tem- 
porary duty  at  Wright  Field,  they  will  proceed  by  air,  to  Langley  Field, 
Virginia,  for  duty  in  connection  with  flight  test  of  Curtiss  B-2  airplanes. 

Upon  completion  of  this  temporary  duty  Capt.  Black  and  Lieut.  Batten  will  re- 
turn to  Rockwell  Field.  They  wore  accompanied  by  two  enlisted  mechanics. 

Lieut.  H.R.  Baxter,  A .0.,  11th  Bombardment  Squadron,  received  orders  to 
proceed  to  Duncan  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  where  he  will  attend  the 
"Instructors'  School". 

Plans  were  completed  for  a dinner-dance  to  be  held  on  June  21st,  at  the 
Athletic  Club,  San  Diego.  The  event  will  honor  Major  and  Mrs.  Spatz,  who  have 
just  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field,  and  Major  and  Mrs.  J.H.  Houghton,  who  will  de- 
part for  the  Middletown  Air  Depot.. 

At  the  present  writing  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron  has  not  fired  the 
record  course  on  the  pistol  range,  although  their  neighbors,  the  95th  Pursuit 
Squadron,  are  finished.  "Alibis"  and  "I  told  you  so's"  are  in  vogue,  as  about 
half  of  the  officers  of  the  latter  organization  have  claim  to  the  title  of 
Pistol  Expert  and  the  rest  either  didn't  shoot  where  they  aimed,  or  didn't 
aim  where  they  shot. 

Lieut . A.F.  Solter,A.C.,  was  selected  to  attend  the  Armament  Scho6!  at 
Chanute  Field,  111., this  winter,  as  a representative  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squads 
ron. 
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There  are  quite  a few  of 'the  new  "Model  A1 s"  at  Rockwell  Field;  Major 
Spatz ; Lieuts.  Dallas,  Ott,  Mallory,  Ives, . Cheyney  and  Mickle  being  among 
those  who  drive  them.  Roadsters  predominate  over  coupes  by  the  score  of  4 to  3, 

Members  of  the  Group  are  looking  forward  to  bigger  and  better  cross-country 
flights,  the  new'  policy  being  that  each  pilot  should  take  a trip  of  about  500 
miles  one  way,  which  would  make  him  navigate  once  a month.  Arguments  took 
place  as  to  whether  it  is  better  to  take  an  extra  ten  minutes  to  follow  a rail- 
road or  save  it  to  take  an  airline,  standing  to  lose  a week  if  forced  down  in 
some  of  these  big  wide  "open  spaces"  out  here  in  the  West.  Looks  like  we  are 
going  to  get  better  acquainted  with  the  surrounding  terrain. 

Orders  were  received  for  1st  Lieut.  Odas  Moon,  A.C.,  11th  Bombardment  Squad- 
ron, to  proceed  to  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  by  rail,  for  four  months’  temporary  duty 
purpose  of  pursuing  course  in  Aerial  Navigation,  commencing  July  1st. 

Admiral  Henry  V.  Butler,  Air  Squadron,  Battle  Fleet,  accompanied  by  his 
aide,  paid  an  official  call  on  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Post  on  June  11th, 
the  return  call  being  made  by  the  Commanding  Officer  on  June  7th. 

The  following  named  A:r  Reserve  Officers  received  commissions  in  the  Reg- 
ular Army,  Air  Corps,  with  rank  from  May  3,  1929:  2nd  Lieuts.  -John  P.  Kenney, 
Robert  W.  Wilson,  Sam  W.  Cheyney,  Lewis  R.  Parker,  David  D.  Graves  and  Allen 
J.  Mickle. 

Orders  were  received  assigning  1st  Lieut.  H.B.  Chandler,  A.C.  of  March 
Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  to  temporary  duty  at  Rockwell  Field,  for  purpose  of 
observing  and  obtaining  instruction  in  the  machine  book  keeping  system  now 
installed  at  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot. 

■/ Preparatory  to  taking  the  Department  of  Commerce  examination  for  Transport 
Pilot’s  Licence,  a refresher  course  was  established  at  Rockwell  Field,  and 
Lieut.  B.R.  Dallas,  detailed  a,s  Instructor,  The  following  officers  took  the 
course:  Ma j . A.L.'  Sneed;-  Lieuts.  B.R.  Dallas,  Odas  Moon,  Jack  Greer,  J.S. 
Stowdll,  R.V .Williams,  D.D. Graves,  A.J.  Mickle  and  Wm.C.  Kingsbury. 

On  the  afternoon  of  June  14th,  these  officers  were  examined  at  Rockwell 
Field  Headquarters  by  Mr.  Mall,  Inspector  of  the  Department  of  Commerce.  Sat- 
urday morning,  June  15th,-  flying  examination  was  held,  and  the  candidates 
are  now  awaiting  report  from  the  Department  of  Commerce  as  to  the  result  of 
. same.. 

Camp  Nichols,  Rizal,  P.I.,  May  1st . 

Headquarters,  4th  Composite  Group:  On  Apr. 27th,  3-02-H’ s and  3 LB-SA’ s 
were  flown  down  to  the  town  of.  Lopez  about  one  hundred  miles  to  the  S .E . in 
. order  to  start  off  the  carnival  there.  The  scenery  en  route  was  very  delight- 
ful, but  on  the  return,  the  clouds  had  closed  in,  necessitating  7500feet  of  al- 
titude, and  those  on  the  flight  enjoyed  the  sensation  of  being  cold  during 
hot  season. 

The  line  of  hangars  is  undergoing  a dressing  up  in  the  form  of  green 
paint  on  the  sides  and  a maroon  color  on  the  roofs. 

So  far  the  hot  season  has  been  fairly  warm,  but  the  last  couple  of  days 

have  been  too  hot  with  prospects  of  so  continuing.  Also  Manila  is  this  sea- 

son infested  with  flies,  which  according  to  the  local  old  timers,  "The  Worst 
Ever".  Then,  to  make  the  season  more  delightful,  there  has  been  over  the 
city  for  quite  some  time  the  odor  of  decomposing  Algae  from  the  Laguna  de  Bay. 

So  life  in  Manila  for  the  past  month  has  given  many  entirely  new  sensations 
as  well  as  ideas. 

On  the  night-  of  April  8th  the  Group  gave  its  Transport  Hop  at  the  Polo 
Club.  Our  departing  guests  were  speeded  oh  their  way  and  the  late  arrivals 
welcomed  to  their  new  place  of  station. 

E,  & R.  Office,  .Camp  Nichols:  Bpxing  bouts  were  held  in  the  Camp  Nichols 

E.  & R.  Building  on  April  5th,  with  Little  Pancho,  brother  of  the  late  World’s 

Fly-Weight  Champion,  Pancho  Villa,'  winning  the  top  spot  of  a double  main  event 
’ by  & decision  over  Rush  Rivo  of  Stotsenburg.  In  the  other  half  of  the  main 
go,  Adriano,  of  Camp  Nichols,  put  Jimmy  Castro,  of  Stotsenburg,  to  sleep  in  the 
thrid  round  of  a scheduled  eight  round  bout.  The  remainder  of  the  card  was 
re-plete  with  action  and  gave  some  of  the  Manila  boys  a chance  to  display  their 
prowess  in  the  local  ring. 

Capt . George  L.  Usher,  E.  & R.  Officer,  sailed  for  the  U.S.  on  the  USAT 
"Grant",  April  10th.  It  is  due  to  Capt.  Usher’s  untiring  efforts  that  Camp 
Nichols  now  boasts  of  the  most  compete  and  up-to-date  E.  & R.  in  the  Philippine 
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Islands.  It  was  with  a great  deal  of  regret  that  we  saw  Capt . Usher  leave, 
hut  our  loss  is  Langley  Field’s  gain,  and  Camp  Nichols  wishes  him  the  same 
success  at  his  new  station  that  he  enjoyed  here. 

Under  his  supervision  the  Camp  Nichols  Baseball  Team  was  reorganized  and 
on  April  17th  took  the  Post  of  Manila  in  camp  to  the  tune  of  a five  to  three 
score.  With  the  addition  of  "A"  Flight,  2nd  Obsn.  Squadron  from  Eiridlqy  Field, 
Corregidor,  we  should  have  one  of  the  best  teams  in  the  Inter-Post  League. 

The  duck  pin  season  opened  on  April  18.  Singlesand  doubles  were  rolled 
on  April  19  & 20 . Sorenspn  of  the  66th  Service  Squadron  captured  first  place 
in  the  singles,  while  Brewer  of  Headquarters  and  Hesslor  of  the  6th  Photo  Sec- 
tion won  the  doubles.  Camp  Nichols  has  entered  a team  in  the  Philippine  Bowl- 
ing Association  and  is  trying  hard  to  win  the  cup. 

Sixth  Photo  Section;  The'  arrival  of  the  Transport  "Grant"  brought  to  the 
Section  a new  Commanding  Officer,  Lieut.  John  M.  McDonnell. 

Lieut.  George  W.  Goddard,  who  has  been  in  command  for  the  past  two  years, 
left  on  the  April  boat  for  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School,  Chanute  Field, 
Rantoul,  111,  for  duty  as  Photographic  Director. 

As  the  Section  Organization  Day  was  close  at  hand,  it  was  decided  to  wait 
until  Lieut.  McDonnell  arrived  so  that  he  might  be  initiated  into  the  land  of 
the  Nipa  House  and  Coco anut  Palms.  ; 

The  Section  personnel,  including  Lieuts.  Goddard,  McDonnell  and  Wells, 
left  Camp  Nichols  early  Saturday  morning,  April  6th,  and  drove  to  Lucena, 
a fairly  large  town  located  on  the  southern  end  of  the  Island  of  Luzon.  Bancas 
were  rented  and  all  rowed  down  a large  river  to  the  ocean,  a distance  of 
about  three  miles.  A fine  collection  of  photographs  were  taken  all  along  the 
trip.  After  a short  stop  at  Lucena,  we  started  back  to  a small  river  where  the 
big  event  of  the  day  took  place  - EATS,-  and  they  sure  did  live  up  to  their 
name.  We  arrived  back  at  Camp  Nichols  late  Saturday  night  tired  but  happy, 
and  from  Lieut.  McDonnell’s  continuous  smile  during  the  day,  it  is  believed, 
he  is  going,  to  enjoy  his  two  years  in  the  tropics. 

Sixty^sixth  Service  Squadron:  Capt.  George  L.  Usher,  Air  Corps,  Command- 
ing Officer  of  the  Squadron  and  Post  E.  & R.  Officer,  and  Mrs.  Usher,  left  for 
their  new  station,  Langley  Field,  Va.,  on  the  U.S.A.T.U.S.  "Grant"  on  April 
.10th,  going  by  the  Panama  Canal.  The  Squadron  wishes  them  the  best  of  luck 
at  their  now  station.  ... 

Capt.  Benjamin  F.  Giles,  Air  Corps  was  transferred  from  the  3d  Pursuit 
Squadron,  A. C., Clark  Field,  Pompanga,  P.I.,  and  as same d command  of  the  Squad- 
ron and  the  duties  of  Squadron  Mess  Officer. 

1st  Lieut.  Joseph  Smith,  Air  Corps,  was  assigned  to  the  Squadron  and  took 
over  the  duties  of  Asst.  Post  Transportation  Officer. 

1st  Lieut.  Earl  E.  Hoag,  Air  Corps,  who  returned  April  13th  for  duty  from 
leave  of  absence,  spent  in  China  and  Japan,  is  now  hack  on  the  joh  as  Squadron 
Adjutant . 

The  Squadron  has  a short-timers’  dinner  on  March  31st  for  the  men  leaving 
for  the  States  on  the  April  transport.  Same  was  well  attended  and  a good  time 
was  had  hy  all.  • 

Headquarters  Detachment,  4th  Composite  Group, A. C.  Mess  was  discontinued 
and  the  men  of  Headquarters  Det . are  rationing  with  the  Squadron. 

There  were  thirty  men  'who  returned  to  the  States  on  the  April  Transport, 
for  expiration  term  of  Eoreign  Service  and  for  discharge.  The  host  wishes  to 
all  of  them.  / ;• 

Mr.  Sgt . Clarence  P.  Young,  wife . and . son,  Bill,  returned  to  their  new 
station,  8th  Attack  Squadron,  A.C.,Et.  Crockett ,.-  Texas  * ; Bill  will  , he  missed  .- 
on  the  football  squad  of  the  All  Americans  of  Manila,  as  it  will  be  remembered 
that  football,  was- played  for  the  first  time  in  the  Philippine  Islands  last 
year.. 

Mr  .Sgt.  Victor  C..  Hawley,  arrived. on  the  U.S  .A. T ."Grant"  for  two  years' 
tropical  duty,  taking  over  the  duties  of  Shop  Foreman  of  t.he  shops  of  the 
Philippine  Air  Depot. 

Sgts.  Hampton  M.  Drake  and  Lyman  L-.  Littlejohn  returned  to  the  States 
on  the  April  Transport,  the  former  going  to  March  Field,  Calif.,  and  the  latter 
to  Rockwell  Field,  Calif.  The  .Squadron  will  miss  them  both,-  Sgt.  Drake  "Duck", 
for  his  bowling,  and  Sgt.  Littlejohn  for  his  baseball,  basketball  and  golf. 

The  best  wishes  to  them  on  their  new  assignments. 

Sgt s.  Harry  Meyers,  James  Sommer  and  Samuel  M.  TJoolard, arrived  on  the  U.S. 
A .T . "Grant" , April  3d,  and  were  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Squadron. 
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Corp.  Charley  Howard  died  at  Sternberg  General  Hospital,  Manila, P I., on 
March  11th  after  a short  illness. 

Twenty«*eighth  Bombardment  Squadron:  This  Squadron  has  also  "Enjoyed'^?) 
watching  the  tail  shimmy  on  the  LB’s,  but  it  didn’t  take  long  to  get  started 
eradicating  this  desire  to  shake  and  make  them  more  sedate  in  their  actions. 

The  past  month  has  seen  all  the  Bombers,  four  Martins  and  five  LB’s 
pushed  through  the  air  regularly.  With  the  arrival  of  the  last  transport  and 
the  transfers  within  the  Group,  this  Squadron  has  Lts.  H.R. Wells  and  Donald 
Phillips  assigned,  with  Ca.pt.  3.  Giles  and  Lt . J.  Smith  attached  for  flying. 

Five-ship  formations  have  been  much  in  evidence. 

An  innovation  in  travel  de  luxe  was  inaugurated  in  these  parts  when  the 
personnel  of  this  Squadron  ferried  the  Post  baseball  team  to  Camp  Stotsenburg 
on  April  24th  to  play  the  Post  team  at  that  station.  The  local  sporting  pages 
made  much  comment  on  this  mode  of  travel. 

On  each  of  the  Group  Maneuvers,  this  Squadron  had  five  ships. 

Several  mon  of  the  Squadron  have  been  more  than  enjoying  their  stay  in 
Baguio,  the  Adirondacks  of  the  Philippines,  as  evidenced  by  the  radiograms 
requesting  extensions.  However,  in  order  to  allow  as  many  men  as  possible  to 
enjoy  a leave  at  that  place,  those  requests  are  not  looked  upon  with  favor. 

The  Squadron  baseball  team  is  getting  under  way  and  has  made  a good  show- 
ing. With  more  practice  and  pep  meetings  they’ll  come  to  the  front.  More 
said  later. 

Clark  Field,  Pampanga,  P.I.,  April  50th . 

Lieuts.  Blackburn,  Anderson,  Holland  and  Whitson  were  assigned  for  duty 
with  this  Squadron.  Their  attention  to  our  commissioned  personnel  is  welcomed 
and  we  hope  that  their  assignment  pleases  them  as  much  as  it  does  us. 

During  the  past  month  flying  on  Fridays  was  confined  to  Group  Maneuvers. 
Most  of  these  have  been  held  in  the  vicinity  of  either  Lingayen  Gulf  or  the 
Verde  Island  Passage.  One  mission  was  the  interception  of  the  U.S . A. T ."Grant” f 
followed  by  a simulated  attack  by  the  Group. 

With  the  annual  pistol  target  season  over,  we  are  obliged  to  listen  to 
numerous  alibis  as  to  why  some  of  our  last  year’s  experts  and  sharpshooters 
did  not  reach  pay  dirt  this  season.  The  management  of  the  range,  under  Lieut. 
Whatley,  was  admirably  carried  through  and  the  good  shots  qualified.  Our  eight- 
een recent  arrivals,  Sgt . Hastings  included,  have  not  fired  as  yet.  .The  offi- 
cers are  firing  now. 

The  month  of  April  has  seen  a very  interesting  bridge  tournament  played 
by  enlisted  men  of  this  Squadron.  The  great  success  of  the  tournament  was 
directly  due  to  the  helpful  interest  shown  by  Mrs.  E.P.  Cousins,  wife  of  the 
Commanding  Officer.  Very  appropriate  prizes  were  given  for  each  night’s  play 
and  a grand  prize  was  given  on  the  last  night  for  the  one  scoring  the  greatest 
number  of  points  for  the  period  of  the  tournament.  Refreshments  were  served 
each  night.  The  grand  prize,  a check  for  J^-5.00,  went  to  Pvt.  Melton. 

The  installation  of  our  double  bowling  alley  is  expected  to  be  completed 
in  time  for  dedication. on  Organization  Day,  May  13th.  Plans  are  under  way  to 
make  the  coming  Organization  Day  one  of  the  best  in  several  years.  We  regret 
very  much, though,  that  Major  Cousins,  our  C.O.,  will  be  unable  to  attend.  He 
made  a hasty  departure  for  the  United  States  on  April  26,  and  is  not  expected 
back  until  arrival  of  the  June  transport. 

Three  of  our  H.C.O.'s,  ls.t  Sgt.  Jones,  Staff  Sgt.  Willard  apd  Sgt,.-  Camp- 
bell spent  four  days  in  the  mountains  during  the  early  part  of  the  month, 
on  the  trail  of  the  elusive  deer.  Despite  the  very  unpropitious  weathcr-and 
let  us  say  that  it  has  not.  rained  since  their  return  from  hunting  *•  they 
brought  back  two  deefc . Wild  chickens,  doves  and  pigeons  furnished  them  suf- 
ficient fresh  meat,  for  their  mountain  camp.  It  is  considered  toe  late  in  the 
season  for  much  success  in  deer  hunting.  December  and  January  are  generally 
believed  to  be  the  best  hunting  months  for  this  part  of  the  country. 

Fairfield  Air  Depot.  Fairfield,  Ohio,  June  4th. 


Secretary  Davison  and  General  Fechet  arrived  at  this  Post  at  3:45  P.M., 
May  23d.  The  visitors  were  entertained  at  dinner  by  General  and  Mrs.  Gillmore 
but  are  lodged  at  General  .Nolan.’  s quarters. 
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During  the  maneuvers  the  arrival  and-  departure  of  Air  Officers  at  Fair- 
field  Air  Depot  was  like  a continuously  flowing,  stream..  It  'would  'take  too 
much  space  to  enumerate  the  many  visitors  who  came  to  Fairfield  at  that  time, 
but  the  list  looked  like  the  roster  of  the  entire  Air  Corps . There  were,  how- 
ever, many  distinguished  visitors  including  Secretary  Davison,  Generals  Fechet, 
Nolan,  Brown,  Foulcis,  Colonels  Go  wen,  Seaman  and  mai-y  others. 

2nd  Lieut.  F.W.  Shade,  Air  Reserve,  First  Pursuit  Group,  Selfridge  Field, 
with  the  May,  1929  maneuvers,  crashed  near  Yellow  Spring,  Ohio,  on  May  21st. 
Lieut.  Shade  who  was  with  the  Red  Army  at  Horton  Field  and  had  been  to  Fair- 
fiold  Air  Depot  attending  a conference  was  returning  to  Horton  Field.  Very 
little  is  known  as  to  how  the  accident  occurred,  but  he  apparently  tried  to 
land  and  he  nosed  into  a soft  field  and  was  instantly  killed.  Lieut.  Shade’s 
residence  was  at  Hayes,  Kansas. 

Boston  Airport,  Fast  Boston,  Mass.,  Juno  8th . 

,•  With  the  advent  of  daylight,  caving  time,  the  Reserves  can  now  enjoy  flying 
until  dark  on  Thursday  nights  - - and  how  they  flock  over*. 

Sgt . "Slim”  Halstead,  one  of  the  oldest  men  here  at  the  Airport,  has  heard 
and  answered  the  call  of  commercial  flying  and  at  this  writing  Slim  is  sweating 
his  discharge.  Slim  has  been  engaged  to  fly  a Bollanca  for  a private  party. 

Our  best  wishes  go  with  him. 

Capt.  Ford,  piloting  General  Preston  Brov/n;  Lieut.  Wilson,  flying  Capt . 
Crockett , A. D.C;  and  Lieut.  Rush,  piloting  Major  C.W.  Cummings, M.C.,  recently 
made  a cross-country  trip  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the 
Air  Corps  maneuvers. 

Both  of  our  hangars  have  been  torn  down,  leaving  a good  concrete  floor, 
and  so  we  have  marked  out  a tennis  court  and  new  issue  a challenge  to  any  one 
in  the  service  for  singles  dr.  doubles . 

Within  the  period  of  anotheh  moifth  we  will  be  established  in  our  new 
quarters,  and  what-  a change  it  will  be-t  Leant  os -’have  been  erected  on  the  han- 
gar sides  and  will  bo  occupied  by  the  Supply,  Engineering,  Parachute  and  Mach- 
ine Shop.  One  will  be  used  for  Headquarters,  Operations,  day  room,  guard  and 
emergency  crew,  and  another  will  be  used  for  Reserve  personnel. 

The  "Question  Mark"  was -among  our  visitors  this  past  month  and  was  an 
object  of  much  comment  on  the  part  of  the  civilian  visitors  to  the  airport. 

Major  Ryan,  Air  Officer,  2nd  Corps  Area,  piloting  Major-General  Ely, 
recently  spent  the  week  end  in  Boston  on  the  occasion  of  the'  2nd  Division 
Reunion. 

Capt.  C.W.  Ford,  A.C.,  made  what  is  believed  to  be  th6  record  for  flying 
for  one  month  - 33.05-*Not  so  bad*. 

Langley  Field,  Va.,  June  18th ....  . 

2d  Bombardment  Squadron,  by  ht ♦ Jack  Wood:  A number  of  Reserve  officers 
who  we re  on  a year’s  active  duty  with  the  Second  Bombardment  Group,  resigned 
in  the  past  month  to  accept  civilian  jobs  at  a decided  increase  in  pay  over 
what  they  wero  receiving  from  the  Army.  It  is  with  regret  that  the  Group  sees 
them  go,  but  several  who  were  married  .had  a great  need  of  more  than  an  Army 
salary  to  keep  the  home  fires  burning,  so  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
when  it  presented  itself. 

The  following  officers  reverted  to  inactive  status  during  the  month: 

2nd  Lieut s.  Cassius  H.  Thomas,  Howard  E.  Hall,  Hugh  G-.-  Nicholson,  Jr ., 
William  M.  Campbell,  Harry  E.  Campbell,  Harry  J.  Zimmerman,  John  W.  Thomas, 
Frank  W.  Raymond,  Glenn  T.  Fields. 

All  of  the  LB-5A  Bombardment,  airplanes  of  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group  were 
ordered  in  storage  status  by  the  Post  Commander  until  such  time  as  they  are 
sent  to  the  Flying  School  in  San  Antonio.  This  action  leaves  the  49th  and 
the  96th  Squadrons  in  the  lurch  as  far  as  flying  is  concerned,  as  they  have 
not  j^et  received  the  Condors  and  LB-6’s.  Group  flying  was  also  curtailed  due 
to  the  holding  of  the  annual  Machine  Gun  and  Bombing  Competition  at  the  field 
during  the  week  of  June  2nd. 

The  previous  week  was  spent  in  putting  the  ships  in  shape  after  their 
two  weeks’  outing  at  the  Maneuvers  at  Dayton,  Ohio. 

The  49th  Squadron,  Langley  Field,  Va.,  wishes  to  express  its  deepest 
sympathy  to  the  family  and  friends  of  the  late  Sgt.  Percy  R.  Wiles,  who  mot 
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bis  death  in  line  of  duty  on  May  20th.  Sgt.  Wiles,  with  a number  of  others,  was 
engaged  in  the  work  of  tearing  down  the  old  95th  hangar  at  the  south  end  of 
the  flying  line,  when  the  roof  of  the  hangar  sagged  and  collapsed,  killing  him 
and  injuring  several  others. 

Sgt.  Wiles  enlisted  in  the  49th  Squadron  in  August,  1919,  when  the  Squad- 
ron was  stationed  at  Aberdeen,  Md.,  and  has  been  in  the  Squadron  continuously 
since  that  date.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  Sgt.  Wiles  was  the  oldest  man  con- 
tinuously in  the  Squadron.  He  was  very  well  liked  by  all  the  members  of  the 
command  and  his  death  is  greatly  regretted  by  all. 

59th  Service  Squadron,  by  Capt . Frank  D,  Racket t:  2nd  Lieut.  Ford  L.  Fair 
departed  on  cross-country,  June  15th  in  the  C-2A  Transport  to  Bcllanca  Field, 
and  returned  the  following  day. 

2nd  Lieut.  Emory  J.  Martin  departed  on  cross-country,  June  15th  in  the  C-1C 
Transport  to  Bellanca  Field  and  returned  on  the  16th. 

The  organization  had  fifty-one  hours  and  five  minutes  flying  time  with 
ninety-six  flights  for  the  past  week. 

19th  Airship  Company,,  by  2nd  Lieut.  B.T.  Starkey:  A special  mission  was 
flown  on  the  7th,  when  the  "TC-6-241”,  in  command  of  Lieut.  McHugo,  completed 
an  observation  mission  in  cooperation  with  the  Coast  Artillery  at  Fort  Monroe. 
Results  of  the  observation  were  transmitted  by  radio. 

The  remainder  of  the  flying  consisted  of  routine  test  and  pilot  training 
flights. 

The  19th  Baseball  Team  avenged  a previous  defeat  by  the  Air  Corps  Tactical 
School  Detachment  last  'week  when  it  downed  the  School  team  by  the  score  of  8 
to  2.  "Red"  Tyrrell  pitching  for  the  19th  kept  the  A.C.T.S.  hits  well  scatter- 
ed and  was  at  no  time  in  danger;  while  Oaks,  starting  for  the  A.C.T.S.,  was 
driven  from  the  box  in  the  third  inning.  Foster,  who  finished  for  them  fared 
no  better. 

On  June  12th,  the  TC-6  in  command  of  Lieut.  M.E. McHugo,  left  Lakehurst, 
H.J.,  for  purpose  of  advertising  the  Garden  Party  on  Governors  Island,  June 
14th  and  15th,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Army  Relief  Fund.  Using  Lakehurst  Air 
Station  as  the  base  of  operations,  several  flights  over  Hew  York 'City  and 
vicinity  were  made. 

The  first  year  class  of  West  Point  Cadets  are  with  us  again  this  year, 
one  battalion  being  at  each  of  the  Military  Posts  on  the  Peninsual.  Saturday 
morning  the  ca.&ets  made  an  inspection  of  the  Airship  Hangar,  brief  lectures 
on  the  various  phases  of  Lighter -than -Air  work  being  given  by  Lieut.  B.T. 
Starkey  at  the  seme  time.  Demonstration  flights  will  be  given  the  cadets  upon 
the  ship'  s return  from  Lakehurst . 

Our  officer  personnel  was  sadly  depleted  by  recent  orders  from  the  Chief’s 
Office.  1st  Lieut.  Walter  D.  Buie  and  2nd  Lieut.  Otto  Wienecke  were  ordered 
to  the  Primary  Flying  School,  Brooks  Field,  Texas;  1st  Lieut.  Uz:al  G.  Ent  to 
detached  service,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  a special  six  months’  course 
in  navigation,  and  2nd  Lieut.  Leslie  A.  Skinner  was  transferred  to  the  Philip- 
pine Department.  This  leaves  the  Company  with  only  two  officers,  1st  Lieut. 
M.E. M cHugo  and  2nd  Li eut . B . T . S tar key . 

An  exhibition  baseball  game  was  played  Sunday  between  teams  representing 
the  Hangar  Detail  and  the  Company  Duty  Detail,  known  as  the  "Bull  Gang".  The 
"Bull  Gang"  emerged  victorious,  15  to  3,  by  bunching  two  hits  with  eight  er- 
rors on  the  part  of  the  "Gas  hounds"  in  the  first  inning.  After  the  first ' inr.- 
■ing  it  was  a fairly  good  game. 

Mitchel  Field,  L.I.,  Hew  York,  Juno  1st . 

On  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of  an  airport  at  Jersey  City,  H.J.,  four 
planes  from  the  Field  flew  over  that  city  for  a period  of  20  minutes  during 
the  exercises. 

Lieuts.  Birnn,  Dice  and  Umstoad,  in  service  type  planes,  attended  an 
aeronautical  exhibition  at  Albany,  H.Y.,  on  May  31st. 

All'units  of  the  Observation  Group  attended  the  Air  Corps  Maneuvers  at 
Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  returning  May  27th. 

Flowers  were  dropped  from  a plane  of  the  99th  Observation  Squadron  on 
the  grave  of  Ex -President  Theodore  Roosevelt  at  Oyster  Bay,  H.Y.,  May  30th. 

The  project  of  reconstructing  the  machine  shop  at  the  Engineering  Hangar, 
destroyed  by  fire,  has  been  completed. 
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During  tho  nr- nth  of  May  a total  of  291  flights  we.ro  made  for  462  hours  and 
55  minutes,  viz.:  maneuvers,  253  flights,  449  hours,  10  minutes:  communications, 
4 flights,  2 hours,  15  minutes:  photographic,  24  flights,  8 hours,  40  minutes: 
gunnery,  5 flights,  2 hours,  50  mi  mites. 

Crissy  Field,  Presidio  of  San  Francisco , Calif.,  June  10th . 

The  91st  Observation  Squadron  cooperated  with  the  7th  Infantry  at  Van- 
couver Barracks,  Washington,  and  with  the  38th  Infantry  of  Fort  Missoula, 
'Montana,  during  the  month  of  May  - 125:15  aircraft  hours  having  been  flown 
on  these  missions. 

Eight  airplanes  were  furnished  in  connection  with  the  dedication  of  the 
Santa  Rosa,  Calif.,  Airport  May  18th  and  19th. 

During  the  early  part  of  May  authority  was  received  to  transfer  Air  Corps 
Reserve  activities  from  Clover  Field,  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  to  Long  Beach,  Cal. 
Preliminary  arrangements  in  connection  with  the  transfer  have  been  made. 

Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111.,  June  3rd. 

Flying  training  was  carried  out  on  nine  days  during  tho  month  of  May,  high 
cross-hangar  winds  preventing  the  ships  being  taken  out  on  the  majority  of  work- 
ing days.  Flights  consisted  of  missions  covering  the  following  subjects: 
Engineering,  Photography,  Cross-country,  Camera  Obscura,  Bombing  and  Equipment 
Tests . 

Two  airships  were  in  commission  during  the  entire  month  - the  TC-252  and 
the  TC-253.  The  Airship  TC-271  was  returned  to  the  Engineering  Department  for 
installation  of  larger  damper  valves  and  for  re -swinging!  the  car  forward.  This 
car,  which  is  of  a new  design,  has  never  been  satisfactory  and  will  remain  on 
engineering  tests  until  it  is  ready  for  all  service  conditions. 

Radio  installation  on  the  TC-252  airship  will  be  completed  during  June, 
When  this  installation  is  made,  the  TC-253  will  be  wired  and  shielded,  and 
sets  installed,  which  will  make  all  of  the  TC  ships  radio  equipped. 

The  garrison  school  for  officers  was  conducted  on  all  non-flying  days. 

The  subject  of  engineering  was  completed,  and  aerial  navigation  is  30  per  cent 
complete.  Bombing  has  been  discontinued  due  to  the  fact  that  under  TR  4 40 *-40 
March  11,  1929,  just  received  at  this  station,  no  provision  is  made  for  bombing 
for  light er-than-air  craft. 

Major  John  F.  Duckworth,  Medical  Corps,  reported  for  duty  May  28th  from 
the  Philippine  Department. 

Bids  for  the  construction  of  the  Radio  Beacon  Station  were  opened  May  28th. 
Three  bids  were  received  and  the  contract  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder  for 
$1,725.  Bids  were  advertised  for  the  construction  of  the  helium  gas  holder. 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  Rational 
Guard,  ahcl  others  connected  with  aviation. 
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ADVANCED  FLYING  SCHOOL  GRADUATES  I IS  LARGEST  CLASS 


The  success  of  the  Five-Year  program  for  the  expansion  of  the  Air  Corps  is 
becoming  more  and  more  in  evidence.  On  Saturday,  June  22r.d,  101  student-pilots 
of  Uncle  Sam’s  Air  Comes  passed  in  an  aerial  review  at  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonie, 
Texas,  before  high-ranking  Air  Corps  and  Corps  Area  officers. 

With  the  approach  of  graduation  day,  the  different  senior  instructors  in 
the  specialized  sections  of  the  Advanced  Flying  School  made  a special  effort  to 
complete  their  scheduled  training.  Right  flying  in  all  sections  was  completed, 
as  well  as  cross-country  flying.  Elements  of  the  entire  Pursuit  Section  made 
an  extended  cross-country  flight  from  Kelly  Field  to  Dallas,  Muskogee,  and 
thence  to  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma;  San  Angelo,  Texas,  and  return.  Lieut.  J.  K. 

Gannon  reported  a very  successful  trip.  The  Attack  Section  made  a night  flight 
from  Dallas  to  Kelly  Field,  in  formation,  which  was  also  highly  successful. 

Due  to  the  unusually  good  weather  encountered  during  the  training  of  this 
class,  little,  if  any,  difficulty  was  experienced  in  giving  the  cadets  their 
full  allotted  tine.  Because  of  the  shortage  of  equipment  in  the  Bombardment 
Section,  it  was  necessary  for  the  Borhardnent  students  to  undergo  some  . of  their 
training  in  .other  types.. of. .planes  . With- thq  . cooperation,  of  the  nenior  instruc- 
tors‘of  ' the  other  sections  , however,  this  was  . very  readily  accomplished#  h-'U  - 

In  thq.  reviewing,  stand  on  graduation  .day -we re  Brig.  General  Frank'  P.  Lahm, 
Air  ^.Corps  , Qonhanding • General,  of  the  Air  Corps  Training;.  Center;  \ Mayor  James  32. 
Chaney, 'Air  Corps,  Commandant  of  the  Advanced  Flying.  School;  Major  Shepler  W.U 
FitzGerald,.  .Comryandant  of  the  primary  Flying  School,  Brocks  Ficldf  Texas; 

Major  Clarencd  L.  Tinker,  'A.C. , Assistant  Commandant  of-  the  Advanced  .Flying 
School;  Major  rC.  L • .Beaven,  ..Medical  Corps,  Flight  Surgeon,  Kelly  Field;  Captain 
A.  B.  McDaniel , Air  .Corps  , ..Director  of  Flying,  Air  Corps  Training  Center; 

•Captain  Wm.  B,.  Wright,  Jr.,  A.C.,  Adjutant  and  Secretary,  Advanced  Flying  School; 
•1st  Lieut.'  Harvey  Ogdeii,  A.C.,  Adjutant  of  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  and 
aide  to  General  Le.hu,  and  Dr.  Hugh  Young  of  Baltimore,  Md. , whose  son  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  graduating  class. 

Promptly  at  S:0G  a.m. , the  entire  graduating  class  took  off  in  the  differ- 
ent types  of  ships.  A total  of  87  planes  passed  in  review,  being  led  by  12 
Bombers,  closely  followed  by  25  Observation,  9 Attack  and  40  Pursuit  ships. 

The  review,  which  included  an  exhibition  of  acrobatic  flying  by  three  Pursuit 
students , lasted  approximately  one  hour  and  was  noticeably  well  handled. 

At  eve Ion  o’clock,  the  graduating  class,  dressed  in  their  new  uniforms  as 
second  lieutenants,  appeared  at  the  Aviation  Club  where  the  graduating  exercises 
took  place.  The  exercises  consisted  of  an  invocation  and  benediction  by  Captain 
Claude  S.  Harkey,  who  officiated  as  Chaplain;  an  introductory  speech  by  General 
Frank  P.  Lahm,  and  an  address  by  Brigadier-General  Frank  S.  Cocheu,  who  pre- 
sented the  diplomas,  Reserve  commissions  and  wings,  after  which  Ma j o r James  E. 
Chaney  complimented  the  class  and  closed  the  ceremonies. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  students  comprising  the  largest  class  to 
graduate  from  the  Advanced  Flying  School  since  the  close  of  the  War.  Opposite, 
the  name  of  each  graduate  who  has  been  placed  on  extended  active  duty  under  his 
reserve  commission,  the  name  of  the  Air  Corps  station  to  which  he  has. been 
assigned  is  given.  Y.  ■ . • 

Name  Home  Address  _ Station  to  which  assigned 


George  E.  Percefull 
Elmer  R.  Miller 
Winthrop  H.  Towner 
William  Ball 
William  R.  Casey 
Paul  T.  Cullen 
John  D.  Graves 


Lonoke,  Arkansas  Post  Field,'  Fort  Sill,  Okia. 

Berkeley,  Calif,  . 2nd  Div. , Ft.  Sam  Houston, Tex. 

Claremont,  ®alif. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.  ' j'  o ■-  • ••  ■ 

Los  Angelos,  Calif.  ".Rockwell  Field*  Calif-. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.  Cridsy  Field,  Calif.-  ’ ! ;• 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.  • 
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Nano 

George  E.  Price 
Owen  Eugene  Wilcox 
Henry  3.  Eisner 
Frank;  M.  Erickson 
John  F.  Earner 
Talma  M.  Inlay 
Hi chard  H.  Hoff nan 
Kenneth  A.  Rogers 
Karl  H.  Kalherer 
Willard  J.  Venon 
Harold  W.  Bowman 
Thonas  L.  Thurlow 
Howard  W.  Yeonans 
Roger  W.  Batchelder 
Everard  M.  Lester 
Hugh  A.  Parker 
Philip  D.  Coates 
Reuben  C.  Hood,  Jr. 
Mills  S.  Savage 
Fred  S.  Stocks 
Eugene  H.  Beebe 
Irvin  R.  Selby 
Janes  Harvey  Gray 
Paul  M,  Nor nan 
Frank  E . Quindry 
M.  p.  Exline,  Jr. 
Earl  E . Myers 
Harold  W.  Grant 
Charles  K„  Moore 
Janes  Templeton 
Lawrence  W.  Koons 
Raymond  F.  Nicholson 
3ruce  Davenport 
Dick  R.  Petty 
Merlin  I.  Carter 
Myron  T.  Williams 
Frank  S.  Reed 
Leslie  0.  Peterson 
Roy  K.  Lynn 
Erling  A.  Strand 
George  F.  Kehoe 
Edward  R.  Feninore 
F.  Colston  Young 
Charles  F.  Pugh 
William  H.  Moore 
John  C.  Schroeter 
Gerard  F.  Mull igan 
Henry  3.  Harris 
Richard  Upjohn  Light 
3ruce  A.  Tyndall 
Clyde  H.  Mitchell 
Theodore  M.  Dolcn 
John  Gordon  Fowler 
Richard  C.  Lindsay 
Wn.  I.  Marsalis,  Jr. 
H.  F.  Gregory 
William  Dasil  Offutt 
Geo rge  G . No r t hrup 
Daniel  Marra 
Richard  R.  Braggins 
Norman  D.  Sill in 
Albert  3,  Duke 
Ho  ,ard  G.  Kurtz,  Jr. 
John  L.  M.  Trunk 
Merrill  3.  Dur aside 


Home  Address 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Monterey,  Calif. 

Oakland,  Calif. 

Oakland , Calif. 

Salinas , Calif. 

San  Diego,  Calif. 

Sanford  University, Calif 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 

San  Pedro,  Calif. 
Vallejo,  Calif. 

Venice,  Calif. 

Hartford,  Conn. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

Norwich,  Conn. 

Athens,  Georgia 
Atlanta,  Georgia 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Hawaii  - Honolulu 
Moscow,  Idaho 
Moscow,  Idaho 
Champaign,  Illinois 
Champaign,  Illinois 
Champaign,  Illinois 
Chicago,  Illinois 
Chi cago , Illinois 
Evanston,  Illinois 
Harvey,  Illinois 
La  Grande,  Illinois 
Pontiac,  Illinois 
Urbana,  Illinois 
West  Lafayette,  Ind. 
Audubon,  Iowa 
Des  Moines , Iowa 
Iowa  City,  Iowa 
Owasa,  Iowa 
Salina,  Kansas 
Holton,  Kansas 
Destrchan,  Louisiana 
Orono , Maine 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Daltirnore,  Md. 

Chevy  Chase , Md. 

College  Park,  Md. 

Canb  r i dge , Mas  s . 
Dorchester,  Mas s . 
Winchester,  Mass . 

Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Ann  Arb  or,  Mi ch . 

Detroit,  Mich. 

Fort  Snell ing,  Minn. 
Minneapolis , Minn . 
Minneapolis , Minn. 

Cent  re  vi  11  e , Miss. 
Shelby,  Miss. 

Fulton,  Missouri 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Brooklyn,  New  York 
Cleveland  Heights , Ohio 
Lima,  Ohio 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 
Ardmore,  Penna. 

Chester,  pa. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
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Station  to  which  assigned 

Rockwell  Field,  Calif. 
Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 

Crissy  Field,  Calif. 

Crissy  Field,  Calif. 

Fort  Crockett , Galveston,  Tex. 

Rockwell  Field,  Calif. 

Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Tex. 
Langley  Field,  Ya. 

Rockwell  Field,  Calif. 

Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Tex, 

Langley  Field,  Ya. 

Fort  Crockett,  Galveston, Texas 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 

Langley  Field,  Ya. 

Fort  Crockett,  Galveston, Texas 
Wheeler  Field,  T.  H. 

Marshall  Field,  Ft.  Riley ,Kans 
Selfridgc  Field,  Mich. 
Selfridge  Field,  Mich, 


Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Tex. 

Self ridge  Field,  Mich, 
post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Okla, 

Self ridge  Field,  Mich, 

Mitchel  Field,  L.I.,  New  York 
Mir  shall  Field,  Ft  • Riley, Kans. 
Marshall  Field, Ft ?Riley,  Kans. 


Fort  Crockett,  Galveston, Texas 
2nd  Div.  Ft.  Sam  Houston, Tex. 
Rockwell  Field,  Coronado , Calif. 
M&tchel  Field,  L.I.,  New  York. 


Mitchel  Field,  L.I.,  New  York 


Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 


Maxwell  Field, Montgomery,  Ala. 
Marshall  Field,  Ft.  Riley, Kans 
Post  Field,  Ft.  Sill,  OkLa. 


Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 


Langley  Field,  7h. 
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Name  - Horne  Address 


Donald  L.  Putt 
Alfred  Elliott  Wilson 
Wycliffe  E.  Steele 
Thomas  D.  Ferguson 
Lorry  N.  Tindal 
John  Hugh  Eite 
John  W.  Sessums.Jr. 
William  G . Catron 
Carl  R . Storrie 
Dudley  E.  Whitten 
Eloyd  B.  Wood 
Robert  D.  Cassell 
John  L.  Nedwed 
Dan  M.  He die r 
Austin  A.  Strauhel 
Bayard  B.  Borden 
Mitchell  P.  Borden 


Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Oil  City,  Pa. 

Bingham,  S . C . 
Charleston,  S .0. 

Clcmson  College  , S .C  . 
Jackson,  Tenn. 

Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Lebanon,  Tenn. 

College  Station,  Texas 
Dallas , Texas 
Richland  Spring,  Texas 
Richmond,  Ya. 

Amber,  Washington 
Seattle,  Washington 
Madison,  Wisconsin 
Oshava , Ontar i o , Canada . 
Oshava , Ontario  , Canada. 


Station  to  which  assigned 

Self ridge  Field,  Mich. 

Langley  Field,  Hampton,  Ya. 
Langley  Field,  Hampton,  Ya. 

Miitchel  Field,  L.I.,  New  York. 
Fort  Crockett,  Galveston, Texas 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 

Maxwell  Field, . Ala. 

Dodd  Field,  Texas. 

Post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

2nd  Div. , Ft.  Sam  Houston, Tex. 
Mitchel  Field,  L.I.,  N.Y. 

Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Tex. 

Rockwell  Field,  Coronado , Calif . 
Self ridge  Field,  Mich. 


Officers  of  the  Regular  Army 
Fred'k  A.  Bacher,Jr.  2nd  Lieut.  Field  Artillery 


Guy  B.  Henderson 
William  A.  Harbold 
Mark  K.  Lewis,  Jr. 
Sanjuel  W.  Yan  Meter 
David  J.  Ellinger 


2nd  Lieut. 
2nd  Lieut. 
2nd  Lieut. 
2nd  Lieut. 
1st  Lieut. 


Infantry 
Infantry 
Field  Art. 
Cavalry 
Infantry 


Self ridge  Field,  Mich. 

Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 

Mitchel  Field,  L.I.,  New  York 
Mitchel  Field,  L.I.  , New  York 
Marshall  Field,  Ft .Riley ,Kans . 
Dodd  Field,  Texas. 


Enlisted  Hen  of  the  Regular  Army 


Lloyd  H.  Watnee 
Hudson  Chadwick,  Jr. 
James  L.  Jackson 
Stoyte  0.  Ross 
Paul  Hinds 
William  L . Snowden 


Pvt.  loth  School  Group  Rockwell  Field,  Calif. 

Pvt.,  Maxwell  Field, Ala.  Post  Field,  Ft.  Sill,  Okla. 
Pvt.  Marshall  Field,  Kans . Post  Field,  Ft.  Sill,  Okla. 
Pvt.  5th  Field  Artillery  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 

Pvt . 2nd  Cavalry  Brigade 
Master  Sgt.,  Kelly  Field 


oOo 


NEW  CLASS  STARTED  AT  THE  NAVIGATION  SCHOOL 


The  second  class  of  the  Navigation  School  at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
started  its  curriculum  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Clyde  Y.  Finter,  Air 
Corps.  The  course  of  instruction  at  the  Navigation  School  is  of  four  months’ 
duration,  and  the  student  body  is  limited  to  six  advanced  flying  officers. 

Those  selected  for  assignment  to  the  present  class  are  Lieutenants  Uzal  G.  Ent, 
Lloyd  C.  Blackburn,  Harry  A.  Halverson,  Westside  T.  Larson,  Odas  Moon  and 
Edgar  T.  Selzer,  Air  Corps. 

Lieut.  Ent  was  awarded  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross  and  the  Cheney  Award 
for  1928  for  performing  an  act  of  valor- and  self  sacrifice  worthy  of  the  high- 
est commendation.  During  the  National  Elimination  Balloon  Race  which  started 
from  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  30,  1928,  Lieut.  Ent,  aid  to  Lieut.  Paul  Evert,  pilot 
of  the  Air  Corps  entry  in  this  race,  brought  the  balloon,  which  caught  fire  as 
the  result  of  being  struck  by  lightning,  safely  to  earth  instead  of  considering 
his  personal  safety  by  taking  to  his  parachute.  Lieut.  Evert  liad  been  struck 
by  this  bolt  of  lightning  and  instantly  killed,  but  Lieut.  Ent,  unaware  of  the 
fact  that  his  companion  was  dead,  exerted  every  possible  effort  to  revive  him. 
Finally  reaching  the  conclusion  that  his  efforts  were  in  vain,  he  began  throwing 
" out  of  the  balloon  basket  all  the  available  ballast  and  in  this  way  succeeded 
in  checking  the  rapid  descent  of  the  burning  balloon  and  making  a landing  on  the 
bank  of  a stream  with  but  little  jar. 

The  other  five  officers  attending  the  navigation  course  are  veteran  Army 
pilots,  Lieut.  Moon  being  well  known  in  connection  with  his  refueling  work 
during  the  endurance  flight  of  the  "Question  Mark, ” and  Lieut.  Halverson  as 
one  of  the  xoilots  of  this  plane  during  this  memorable  flight,  and  as  one  of  the 
advance  officers  in  connection  with  the  Air  Corps  Around- the-World  Flight. 

Lieut.  Larson,  in  company  with  Lieut.  L.J.  Carr,  recently  completed  a 
flight  from  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  to  France  Field,  Panama  Ganal  Zone. 
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SAIT  ANTONIO  TO  SEATTLE  DAWN  TO  DUSK  FLIGHT 


In  'an  elapsed  time  of  18  hours  and  58  minutes,  Lieut.  John  S'.  Griffith, 

Air  Corps,  successfully  completed  a flight  from  his  station,  Kelly  Field,  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  to  Seattle,  Washington,  the  distance  involved  being  approximate- 
ly 2,200  miles. 

Lieut.  Griffith  departed  from  Kelly  Field  at  2:45  a.m. .Central  Time,  arriv 
ing  at  El  Paso,  Texas,  at  5:35  a.m.,  Mountain  Time;  Tucson,  Arizona,  at  8:15 
a.m.,  Mountain  Time;  Riverside,  California,  at  10:20  a.m.,  Pacific  Time;  San 
Francisco,  at  1:55  p.m.  , and  Medford,  Oregon,  his  last  stop  before  reaching 
Seattle,,  at  4:50  p.m.  He  arrived  at  Boeing  Field,  Seattle,  at  7:43  p.m., 

Pacific  Time. 

Lieut.  Griffith's  total  elapsed  time  for  servicing  his  plane  was  only  50 
minutes.  He  flew  a standard  P-1B  pursuit  plane,  and  no  special  arrangements  of 
any  kind  were  made  prior  to  his  departure.. 

oOo— - 

■ DEDICATION  OF  THE  MEMPHIS,  TENN,  , AIRPORT 

Flights  of  different  types  of  airplanes  took  off  from 'Kelly  Field  to  at- 
tend the  opening  of  the  municipal  airport  at  Memphis,  Tcnn.  , on  Friday,  June 
14th.  In  command  of  the  flight  was  Major  C.L..  Tinker,  leading  a formation  of 
A-3's,  piloted  by  Captain  Moore  and  Lieutenants  Monahan,  Kiel,  Carr  and 
McDuffie.  Departing  at  the  same  time  was  a flight  of  0-2's  led  by  Captain 
W.B.  .Wright.  Captain  Wright ' s flight  was  composed  of  the  following  pilots  - 
1st  Lieut  . Salisbury,  2nd  Lieuts . Weyland,  Sppright,  Andrew  and  Pennington,  and 
the  following  student  pilots  - 1st  Lieut.  Ellinger  and  2nd  Lieuts.  Bacher, 
Harbold,  Henderson,  Lewis  and  Van  Meter.  In  a flight  of  P-l's,  led  by  ls’t 
Lieut.  A.B.  Ballard,  were  Lieuts.  Craw  and  Prudhomme. 

A.11  planes  of,  the  above  mentioned  flights  arrived  at  Memphis  either  short- 
ly before  or  shortly  after  noon  on  the  day  of  their  departure  from  Kelly  Field. 

A very  interesting,  "rogram  of  entertainment  was  . successfully  carried  out 
by  the  officials  ,of  the  Memphis  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  a demonstration  flight 
was  ira.de  Saturday  afternoon  by  all  the  Army  personnel  visiting  the  airport 
opening. 

Present  at  the  dedication  exercises,  in  addition  to  the  airplanes  from 
Kelly  Field,  were  five  planes  from  Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texa.s;  nine  from 
the  3rd  Attack  Group  at  -Galveston,  Toxas;  and  a large  number  from  all  of  the 
National  Guard  fields  in  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  Oklahoma  and 
northern  Texas.  In  addition,  a flight  of  Navy  airplanes  from  Pensacola,  Fla., 
made  the  trip. 

It  is  estimated  that  with  the  large  number  of  civilian  planes  attending 
the  opening  of  the  airport , there  were  approximately  125  planes  of  different 
military  and  civilian  types  present  on  the  three  days  over  which  the  dedication 
ceremonies  were  spread.  All  planes  from  Kelly  Field  departed  from  Memphis  on 
Saturday  morning  and  returned  safely  that  night. 

— ~o0o~ — - 

A CAMPING  TRIP  IN  THE  PHILIPPINE  MOUNTAINS 

Lieut.  Dache  M.  Reeves,  Air  Corps,  recently  returned  fi*om  a week's  detach- 
ed service  in  the  mountains.  In  company  with  two  officers  from  Stotsenburg,  a 
trip  was  made  in  the  mountains  in  the  region  about  Mount  Pinatuba.  It  was  ne- 
cessary to  take  along  pack  animals  to  carry  supplies,  and  a camp  was  establish- 
ed in  the  heart  of  the  mountains. 

The  people  living  in  the  mountains  are  the  most  primitive  under  the 
American  flag.  They  are  known  as  Balugas  and  are  a negrito  race.  Adults  do 
not  exceed  five  feet  in  height.  They  are  forbidden  to  carry  fire-arms,  and  so 
are  armed  with  bows  and  arrows. 

Balugas  wear  very  little  clothing  and,  in  addition  to  their  bows  and 
arrows,  their  total  possessions  consist  of  a few  baskets  and  pots.  They  raise 
corn,  beans  and  tobacco,  which  they  plant  in  little  clearings  in  the  hills. 

Such  little  plantations  are  invariably  on  slopes  of  45  degrees  or  more. 

The  whole  region  is  of  volcanic  origin  and  is  characterized  by  precipitous 
gorges,  vertical  cliffs,,  and  dense  forests.  Consequently,  the  trails  are  steep 
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and  winding,  and  in  many  places  are  difficult  to  traverse  even  on  foot;  The 
natives  seem  to  have  the  constitution  of  a mountain  goat  and  run  up  and  down 
trails  that  leave  a white  man  gasping  for  breath.  The  hard  going  is  more  than 
compensated  for  by  the  magnificent  scenery.  Each  gorge  contains  a stream  which 
boils  over  the  rocky  ground  in  a continuous  succession  of  rapids. 

During  the  week's  stay  in  the  mountains.,  many  tiny  Baluga  settlements  were 
visited  and  numerous  specimens  of  bows,  arrows  and  other  native  objects  were 
accjuired.  Much  information  was  gained  about  the  customs  and  beliefs  of  the 
people.  It  is  surprising  that  such  a primitive  tribe  should  exist  within  fifty 
miles  of  Manila,  but  such  is  the  case,  and  they  will  probably  survive  there  for 
a long  period,  as  the  region  is  unsuitable  for  any  use.  It  is  too  mountainous 
for  cultivation  on  any  efficient  scale,  and  no  minerals  have  been  discovered 
in  quantities  sufficient  for  mining. 

Lieut.  Beeves  reports  that  he  enjoyed  the  trip  immensely,  hut  desires  to 
state  that  as  a means  of  transportation  the  horse  -is  overrated.  This  opinion 
may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  he  ate  his  meals  standing  up  for  several  days  after 
his  return. 

.oOo— 

PHOTOGRAPHING-  THE  ECLIPSE  OF  THE  SUN  IN  THE  PHILIPPINES 

The  big  event  of  the  month  in  the  Philippines  took  place  at  Iloilo  on  May 
9th,  when  the  total  eclipse  took  place.  Technical  Sergeant  Baymond,  "Top  Kick" 
of  the  6th  Photo  Section,  Nichols  Field,  was  ordered  to  make  the  trip  with  a 
Naval  party  for  the  purpose  of  taking  photographs  from  the  air.  The  party 
left  Manila  a few  days  previous  to  the  eclipse  on  the  airplane  tender  HEBON. 

On  May  9th,  at  2:15  p.m. , Lieut .-Commander  Selby  of  the  Navy,  Sergeant 
Stockwell,  and  Aviation  pilot,  1st  Class,  Huntley,  took  off  in  a Douglas  Sea- 
plane and  started  to  shoot  pictures  with  a K-6  aerial  camera  from  an  altitude 
of  4,000  feet.  After  climbing  to  .5,500  feet,  pix  pictures  were  taken  at  the 
time  of  the  total  eclipse.  All  of  the  photographs  were  excellent  and  appear  to 
be  of  considerable  value  for  scientific  research. 

oOo— 

SOME  "DOINGS)"  AT  BRIGHT  FIELD 

Friday  afternoon,  June  21st,  was  set  asido  for  the  personnel  of  Wright 
Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  that  of  the  Fairfield,  Ohio,  Air  Depot  to  participate 
in  three  particular  marked  occasions  - Farewell  to  General  Gillmore  - Homecom- 
ing of  the  Flight  Test  Branch,  which  has  been  located  at  the  Fairfield  Air 
Depot  for  the  past  two  years  - and  the  annual  Wright  Field  picnic.  Appropriate 
addresses,  outdoor  athletics,  lunches,  conservative  aerial  demonstrations  - 
formation  flying,  etc.,  - and  an  informal  dance  in  the  evening  comprised  the 
events. 

oOo— 

COLONEL  FISHER  COMPLETES  TOUR  OF  DUTY  IN  PANAMA 

A most  spectacular  aerial  exhibition  and  review  was  held  by  the  Sixth 
Composite  Group,  Air  Corps,  at  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  on  June  3rd, 
as  a farewell  send  off  to  Lieut .-Colonel  Arthur  G.  Fisher,  who  loft  that  station 
the  following  day, -which  marked  the  expiration  of  his  tour  of  foreign  service. 
Guests  of  honor  of  the  Commanding  Officer  who  witnessed  this  review  were 
Commander  Maile  of  the  U.S.  Naval  Station  at  Coco  Solo,  and  Colonel  Gohn, 
Infantry,  Commanding  Officer  of  Fort  Davis. 

A finishing  touch  was  added  to  the  review  by  the  U.S.  Naval  Air  Corps  send- 
ing three  flights  of  planes  in  formation  past  the  reviewing  stand,  and  as  each 
flight  passed  the  flight  leader  rendered  a salute  to  the  reviewing  officer. 

Colonel  Fisher  left  the  Panama  Canal  Department  on  a commercial  liner  for 
San  Francisco,  Calif.,  where  he  will  enjoy  two  months'  leave  of  absence  prior 
to  reporting  for  duty  at  the  Army  War  College  at  Washington.  His  departure  was 
certainly  regretted  by  the  numerous  friends  in  the  Army,  Navy  and  among  the 
civilians  which  he  made  during  his  tour  in  the  Canal  Zone. 

Prior  to  Colonel  Fisher's  departure,  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Panama 
Canal  Department,  Maj or- General  Mai in  Craig,  U.S.  Army,  sent  him  the  following 
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letter  of  commendation: 

"1.  Efficiency  is  the  descriptive  -word,  outstanding  in  my  mind,  as  most 
fully  characterising  the  work  of  your  command  in  the  aerial  review  of  Saturday 
morning.  It  was  a pleasure  to  receive  the  salute  rendered,  and  I congratulate 
you  upon  the  excellence  displayed  in  the  appearance,  "organization  and  tactical 
handling  of  headquarters  and  the  various  squadrons  of  the  6th  Compisute  Group. 

2.  May  I add  at  this  time,  upon  the  eve  of- your  departure , ny  personal 
gratification  in  your  services , both  upon  my  Staff  and  as  Commanding  Officer  of 
ono  of  the  most  important  posts  in  ny  command.  I can  hut  lose  these  services 
with  regret,  however,  I wish  for  you  tho  further  successes  you  well  deserve 
and  will  continue  to  follow  your  career  in  interested  and  assured  anticipation. 11 

■ — - oOo- 

THREE  HEW  "JOBS"  FOR  MAJOR  LYOH 

Major  Edwin  B.  Lyon,  Air  Corps,  who  until  lately  was  in  charge  of  the 
.School  Section,,  Training  and  Operations  Division,  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the 
Air  Corps,  Washington,  recently  arrived  at  France.  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone, 
and  assumed  command  of  the  6th  Composite  Group  and' France  Field,  and  also  took 
over  the  duties  of  Department  Air  Officer. 

Arriving  in  the  Canal  Zone  at  the  sane  time  were  1st  Lieut s ..  Edmund  C. 
Lynch,  John  M-.  Davies  and  Louis  H.  Eller.  Lieut.  Lynch  was  assigned  to  the 
7th  Observation  Squadron,  Lieut.  Davies  to  the  25th  Bombardment  Squadron  and 
Lieut;  Ellof  to-  the  24th  pursuit  Squadron. 

• : — -oOo 

AERIAL  MAPPING  PROJECTS  IN  THE  PHILIPPINES 

Two  amphibian  pianos  took  off  recently  from  Camp  Nichols  for  the  .purpose  ci 
mapping  the  coast  line  of  Luzon  from  Gas iguran  Sound  to  Palanan  Bay  for.' the 
United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Purvey . Lieut.  Nowland  piloted  one  . plane  with 
Lieut.  McDonnell  as  photographer , and  Lieut.  Wells  as'  pilot , with  Tech.  Sgt. 
Stockwell  as  photographer  and  Sergeant  Dugger  as  mechanic  were  the  personnel  of 
the  other  plane.  Ba&  weather  for  photography  held  up  the.  work  for  the  first  tw- 
days,  hut  on  the  morning* of  the  third  day  the  mission  was  flown  and  completed, 
and  return  to  Camp  Nichols  made-  tho  next  day.  All  of  the  photographs  taken  were 
excellent,  and  laboratory  work  on  the  project  is  now  in  progress. 

A project  was  just  completed”  for  'tho  War  Department  covering  about  150 
miles  of  the  Bariban  River,  Mount  Pinatuba  and  Como  Stotsenburg  area.  After 
numerous  attempts,  occasioned  by  bad  weather  conditions,  a flight  was  made  wit!* 
Lieut.  Goodrich  as  pilot  and  Staff  Sergeant  Chestnutt  as  photographer,  and  the 
v'  project  was  successfully  completed.  ■ 

oOo— — 

' AERIAL  RE  VIEW  . FOR  PERUVIAN  FLYERS 

Major  Carlos  Martinez  de  Pinillos  and  Liout.  Carlos  Ze gar ra, Peruvian  Good 
Will  Flyers,  arrived  at  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  from  Sam  Jose,  Costa 
Rica,  on  June  ,18th  in  a Bellanca  cabin  monoplane.  Upon  their  arrival  they  were 
welcomed  by  the  Sixth  Composite  Group  with  an  aerial  review  which  they  praised 
very  highly. 

Major  Pinillos.  and  Lieut.  Zegarra  were  the  guests  of  the  Peruvian  Colony 
for  a few  days  prior  to  their  departure  for  Guayaquil.  Several  receptions  were 
given  them  by  the  dignitaries  of  the  Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps  of  the  Panama 
■Department  and  the  local  Civil,  Government. 

••■■■■■'  oOo , 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY  OF  THE  MTI  VISITS  KELLY  FIELD,  TEXAS 

Among  recent  arrivals  at  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio  A Texas,,  were  the  Assis- 
tant Secretary  of  the  Navy,'  tho  Hon.,  Ernest  H.  Uahneke.;, . who  arrived  in  a Ford 
tri-motor  plane  with  a party dof  eleven  people  from  New  Orleans,  La.,  e nr cute  to 
"El  Paso,  Texas.  The  plane -was  piloted  by  Lieut;  Tomlinson  and  Lieut  .-Commander 
Davidson,  both  of  the  Navy.-  The  personnel  making  up  the  party,  besides  the 
pilots,  were  officials  and-f -officers  of' the ’Navy  and  mechanics.  The  party  de- 
parted-from  Kelly  Field  on  June  18th. 

■ : • . d.’  -246-  - - ' V-5912,  A.C. 


GENEDAL  GXLLM03E  GOSS  TO  WASHINGTON 
By  A.  M.  Jacobs " 

Many  testimonials  of  friendship,  and  good  will  marked  the  closing  -days  of 
the  regime  of  Brigadier- General'  Wm..  E. Grillno.ro  as  Chief  of  the  Ivfciteriel' 'Divi- 
sion, bright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  over  which  he  has  successfully  presided  for 
the  past  three  years.  Ho  loft  Dayton  oh  June  22nd  preparatory  to  taking  up  his 
new  duties  as  Chief  of  the.  Training,  and  Operations  Division  and  as  Assistant 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  in  Washington,  D.C. 

When  General  Gillmore  came  to  Dayton,  the  Engineering  Division  was  func- 
tioning at  McCook  Field'  as  the  research  and  experimental  branch  of  the  Air 
Corps.  Shortly  afterwards,  a consolidation  ..was' effected,  embracing  the  engin- 
eering, supply,  procurement , repair  and  maintenance,  industrial  war  plans,  and 
field  service  activities,  the  new  organization  being  known  as  the  Materiel  Divi- 
sion. This  meant  the  providing  of  suitable  quarters  for  a large  number  of  Air 
Corps  activities  new  to  Dayton. 

McCook  Field  had, long  been  inadequate -for  the  efficient  operation  of  the 
Engineering  Division.  As  a result,  a move  to  the  new  'fright  Field,  as  soon  as 
the  erection  of  laboratories  and  administration  buildings  could  be  effected, 
was  accomplished.  This  merging  of  functions  naturally,  related,  and  the  housing 
of  them  at  bright  Field  under  /his'  direction,  General  Gillmore  must  always  look 
back  upon  as  one  of  the  outstanding  accomplishments  of  his  career. 

During  the  final  days  of  his.  stay,  General  Gillmore  repeatedly  referred  to 
these  days  in  Dayton  as.  the  most  .interesting  of  his  whole  life.  E'or  did  he 
fail  to  impress  Dayton  as  a desirable  .citizen,  .his.  affability  and  willingness 
to  cooperate  in  civic  affairs  winning  his  warm  personal  friends.  As  a token 
of  the  general  esteem  in  which  he  was  hold,  the’  Dayton  Chamber  of  Commerce  gave 
a farewell  dinner  in  his  honor  on  June  21st,  at  which  General  and  Mrs . Gillmore 
were  presented  with  a silver  tea  service  as  a parting  gift.  On  the  same  day, 
the  annual  picnic  of  the  field  employees  was  held,  with  General  Gillmore  as  the 
guest  of  honor.  This  formed  the  occasion  also  of  the  coming  of  the  Flight  Test 
Branch  to  take  possession  of  the  new  Wright  Field  hangars.  Fending  the  build- 
ing of  these  hangars,  the  Division  airplanes  were  housed  at  the  Fairfield  Air 
Depot. 

The  procession  of  airplanes  was  led  by  General  Gillmore  and  Captain  St. 
Clair  Streett.  After  landing  on  the  new  field,  General  Gillmore  delivered  a 
dedication  address  to  the  assembled  officers  and  civilian  employees.  In  his 
talk  he  welcomed  the  test  pilots  to  their  new  home,  thanked  the  employees  for 
their  cooperation  under  his  leadership,  and  expressed  his  own  pleasure  in  the 
associations  which  work  at  the  Division  had  brought  about.  He  spoke  in  highest 
praise  of  the  assistance  he  had  received  from  his  Executive  Officer,  Major 
Jacob  E.  Fickel,  and  the  heads  of  the  various  sections  and  branches.  Mr. 
Donnelly  responded  for  the  civilians  and  Captain  Streett  for  the  newly  arrived 
test  pilots.  Mr.  Orton  was  in  charge  of  ceremonies. 

A farewell  dinner  wo.s  given  by  the  officers  of  Wright  Field  on  June  22nd. 

It  is  hoped  that  General  Gillmore* s new  duties  will  require  frequent  trips  to 
his  old  home  and  workshop. 

Godspeed  to.  those  departing  almost  always  involves  a welcome  to  newcomers, 
and  this  is  most  heartily  extended  to  Brigadier-General ; Benjamin  D.  Foulois.who 
on  July  1st  took  up  his  duties  as  Chief  of  the  Materiel  Division. 

General  Foul  pis  has  an.  air  record.  ..extending  back  before  the  time,  of  an 
Army  Air  Corps.  He.  Was  a pupil  of  the  . Wrights  and  a- participant  with  Orville 
Wright  on  the  first  cross-ccuntry_ flight  ever  made.  Later  he  broke  the  world’s 
cross-country  record.  He  organized,  equipped,'  trained  and  commanded  the  famous 
Aero  Squadron  of  the  Mexican  Punitive  Expedition  in  1316,  and  was  Chief  of  the 
Air  Service  of  the  A.E.F.  from- May  to  July,  1913.  He  was  a representative  at 
the  Treaty  of  Versailles.  And  these  are  but  a few  of  his  accomplishments. 

It  is  hoped  General  Foulo is  will  find  his  duties  at  Wright  Field  both 
pleasant  and  interesting. 

oOo 

EXPEHT  PISTOL  SHOTS  IN  CANAL  ZONE 

The  small  arms  target  practice  with  the  .45  cal.  automatic  pistol  at 
France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  was  completed  recently,  and  the  percentage  was 
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much  greater  this  year  than  last.  By  qualifying  the  organization  100$,  the  6th 
Composite  Group  Headquarters  Detachment  won  the  Department  Commander's  Trophy, 
which  is  a ni doled  pistol  mounted  on  a "bronze  plaque.  Of  the  thirty-nine  men 
in  the  organization,  23  qualified  as  experts,  8 as  sharpshooters  and  8 as  marks- 
men. The  highest  individual  scores  on  the  post  were  made  "by  fester  Sergeants 
W.D.  Lucy  and  S.L.  Sorenson,  who  were  tied  with  the  score  of  98.66. 

— -oOo 

MEXICAN  OFFICERS  VISIT  KELLY  FIELD 

Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  was  recently  visited  hy  General  Jose  M. 
Tapia,  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Mexican  Army,  and  Consul-General  Sant ihane z , Mexican 
Consul  in  San  Antonio.  These  visitors-  were  shown  around  the  Air  Corps  Training 
Center  and  stated  that  they  were  very  favorably  impressed  with  our  organization 
there . 

oOo 

FRANCE  FIELD  PERSONNEL  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  PXSS& -MATCHES 

Pursuant  to  recent  authority  from  The  Adjutant  General,  a team  consisting 
of  seven  enlisted  men  of  the  6th  Composite  Group,  Air  Corps,  at  France  Field, 
Panama  Canal  Zone,  v/ill  leave  on  the  United  States  Army  Transport  on  or  about 
August  6th  for  the  United  States  to  represent  the  U .S  . Army  Air  Corps  at  the 
National  Pistol  fetches  to  be  held  at  Camp  Perry,  Ohio,  during  the  month  of 
September.  The  team  consists  of  the  following  men;  Master  Sergeant  T/7.D.  Lucy, 
Team  Captainjand  Coach;  Master  Sergeants S .L.  Sorenson,  F.  3.  Haney,  Staff  Sgt . 
Leo  Laquatra,  Sergeant  James  Adams,  Corporal  Benjamin  Kerner,  Private  1st  Cl. 
S.A.  Sislock. 

The  team  will  report  to  the  Commanding  Officer,  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. , upon 
arrival  in  the  United  States  for  aerial  transportation  from  New  York  to  Camp  . 
Perry,  and  upon  the  completion  of  the  National  fetches  they  will  be  flown  back 
to  New  York  in  order  that  they  can  return  to  Panama  by  transport. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  this  team  won  first  place  and  the  two  gold 
medals  in  the  Department  Commander' s • Small  Arms  Competition  held  at  Fort  Claytor 
Canal  Zone,  during  December,  1928. 

0Oo 

LIEUT.  ZANE  GOES  BACK  TO  PANAMA 

"Don't  let  anyone  tell  you  that  the  'lure  of  the  tropics'  does  not  affect 
some  of  the  best  of  us,"  says  the  News  Letter  Correspondent  from  France  Field., 
Panama  Canal  Zone.  He  then  goes  on  to  say  - "To  prove  this  we  have  just  wel- 
comed Lieut.  'Bob'  Zane  back  to  Panama  for  a second  tour  of  foreign  service. 

He  is  now,  in  addition  to  performing  duty  with  the  6th  Composite  Group,"  the 
Air  Corps  representative  on  the  Staff  of  the  Governor  of  the  Panama  Canal  and 
Officer  in  Change  of  Civil  Aviation  in  the  Canal  Zone.  He  has  his  office  in 
the  France  Field  Headquarters,  but  makes  daily  trips  across  the  Isthmus  to  the 
Governor's  office.*1 

oOo 

MEXICAN  FLYERS  LAND  AT  KELLY  FIELD 

T&&  of  a flight  of  three  Vought  Corsairs,  piloted  by  well  known  Mexican 
aviators,  enroute  to  Mexico  City,  arrived  at  Kelly  Field  June  18th.  The  flight 
leader,  Colonel  Rojas,  who  is  the  Military  Attache  at  the  Mexican  Embassy,  was 
forced  down  at  Dallas,  Texas.  Majors  Lazaraa  and  Borja  continued  their  flight 
to  Kelly  Field  and  landed  successfully. 

Major  Lazama  has  a great  many  friends  in  San  Antonio,  both  in  civilian  and 
military  circles,  and  will  be  remembered  as  having  graduated  in  February,  1927, 
from  the  Attack  Section  of  the  Advanced  Flying  School. 

- — oOo 

Scott  Field,  111.,  recently  staged  a night  bombing  attack  on  St.  Louis, 

Mo . , dropping  three  airways  parachute  flares  over  strategic  points  . The  Air- 
ship TC-10-252  was  used  on  this  mission' and  its  flight  was  of  two  hours’ 
duration . 
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STUDS  1ITS  GRADUATE  FROM  ENGINEERING  SCHOOL 
13 y A.  M.  Jacobs 

Members  of  the  first  class  to  graduate  from  the  Air  - Cores  Engineering 
School  since  its  reestablishment  at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  received  their 
graduation  certificates  on  Juno  30th  at  the  hands  of  Sr igadier- General  William 
E.  Gillmore,  the  rotirint.,  Commandant.  The  graduates  were  Major  Adlai  II.  , 
Gilkeson,  Captain  Hubert  V.  Hopkins,  1st  Licuts.  Harold  H.  Carr,  Muir  S. 
Fairchild,  Alfred  A.  Kessler,  Clements  McMullen,  James  G.  Taylor,  2nd  Lieut s. 

J.  W.  Bowman,  Charles  H.  Caldwell  and  George  F.  Schulgen.  Lieut.  George  p . 
Tourtellot,  who  joined  the  class  later  during  the  course  will  complete  his  work 
in  August. 

Almost  ten  years  have  passed  since  the  Engineering  School  opened  - November 

1^19  - with  the  assembling  of  six  Majors  as  students  at  McCook  Field.  Colonel 

Thurman  Ii.  Sane  was  Commandant  and  Lieut.  E.E.  Aldrin,  Officer  in  Charge  of 
Instruction.  The  first  graduates  of  tho  course  were  the  six  Majors  who  enrolled 
Senedict,  Dargue,  McIntosh,  Bader,  Sneed  and  Frank.  For  the  first  six  months  of 
its  existence,  the  school  was  known  as  the  "Air  School  of  Amplication, " after 
which  the  title  of  Air  Service  Engineering  School  was  adopted. 

The  school  functioned  steadily,  with  the  exception  of  a gap  from  July, 1927, 
to  July,  1928,  when,  because  of  a scarcity  of  Air  Corps  officers  and  the  incon- 
venience occasioned  by  the  change  in  quarters  from  McCook  to  Wright  Field,  there 
was  a temporary  shut-down.  The  present  quarters  of  the  school  are  on  the 
second  floor  of  the  Administration  Duilding  at  Wright  Field  and  consist  of  a 
drafting  and  class  room,  a study  where  each  man  has  his  own  desk,  and  an  office. 

Eventually,  it  is  hoped  to  house  tho  school  in  a building  of  its  own. 

Captain  Edgar  ?.  Sorenson  is  Assistant  Commandant  and  Officer  in  Charge  of 
Instruction,  the  instructors  being  made  up  principally  of  engineers  and  special- 
ists of  the  Materiel  Division. 

The  course  includes  a year's  work  in  general  aeronautical  engineering,  es- 
pecially those  phases  of  it  related  to  the  functions  of  the  Materiel  Division, 
it  being  particularly  desired  to  equip  officers  technically  so  that  they  may  be 
of  value  in  the  experimental  engineering  and  research,  procurement,,  supply,  and 
other  phases  of  Air  Corps  work  encompassed  in  the  activity  program  of  Wright 
Field.  Of  the  officers  of  the  1928-29  class,  five  have  been  assigned  to  and 
will  be  directly  connected  with  the  work  of  the  Division.  Captain  Hopkins  and 
Lieut.  Schulgen  go  to  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  with  the  under- 
standing that  they  will  be  returned  to  the  Division.  Lieut.  Fairchild  goes  to 
the  Douglas  Company's  plant  at  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  to  serve  as  District 
Manager  of  the  Western  Inspection  District  of  the  Air  Corps. 

The  new  1929-30  class  started  work  as  scheduled  on  July  1st,  the  following 
officers  rogjorting:  1st  Lieuts.  William  N.  Amis,  Orval  R.  Cook,  Eugene  L. 

Eubank,  Albert  C.  Foulk,  Dudley  W.  Watkins,  Paul  E.  Kemmer,  Charles  D. 
McAllister,  Harlan  T.  McCormick,  Arthur  W.  Vanaman  and  2nd  Lieut.  Frank  D. 

Klein.  Of  these . off ieers , Lieuts.  Amis  and  Eubank  are  from  the  Flight  Test 
Branch  of  the  Materiel  Division  and  Lieut.  Foulk  from  the  Equipment  Dranch. 

- — oOo 

AIR  CORPS  POPULAR  WITH  WEST  POINTERS 

That  aviation  is  popular  among  the  cadets  at  the  United  States  Military 
Academy,  West  Point,  N.Y. , is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  more  than  one- third  of 
the  June  graduating  class  applied  for  detail  to  the  Army  Air  Corps  with  a view 
to  undergoing  flying  training. 

Of  the  total  of  297  West  Point  graduates,  115  chose  the  Air  Corps  as  the 
branch  of  the  service  tc  which  thej/  desired  assignment.  In  making  assignments 
to  the  various  branches  of  the  Army,  however,  it  is  not  the  policy  of  the  War 
Department  to  assign  graduates  to  the  Air  Corps  until  they  qualify  as  airplane 
pilots.  It  will,  therefore,  be  necessary  for  those  desiring  Air  Corps  assign- 
ments to  complete  the  courses  at  the  Primary  and  Advanced  Flying  Schools, 

Of  the  115  who  have  applied  for  the  Air  Corps,  101  so  far  have  passed  the 
necessary  physical  examination  required  of  candidates  about  to  undergo  flying 
training.  It  is  probable  that  a fair  percentage  of  the  14  remaining  applicants 
will  have  their  minor  physical  defects  corrected  so  as  to  enable  them  to  pass 
tho  rigid  physical  examination  for  flying. 

In  the  101  graduates  so  far  accepted  for  flying  training  are  included  nine 
of  the  26  graduates  eligible  for  the  Corps  of  Engineers;  nineteen  of  the  62 
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graduates  allotted  to  the  Field  Artillery;  eleven  of  the  28  assigned  to  the 
Cavalry;  nine  of  thp  38  assigned  to  the  Coast  Artillery;  forty-nine  of  the  133 
assigned  to  the  Infantry;  four  of  the  10  assigned  to  the  Quartermaster  Corps 
and  two  of  the  10  assigned  to  the  Signal  Corps. 

These  new  second  lieutenants  will,  upon  the  termination  of  their  graduation 
leave,  report  to  the  primary  Flying  School,  Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
not  later  than  November  1st  next.  Their  names  are  given  below,  as  follows; 


Rank  Name 

Corps  of  Engineers 
6 Eon  Zabriskie  Zimmerman 

11,  Frederick  Rodgers  Dent,  Jr. 

12  Harold  Huntley  Bassett 
14  Howard  Moore 

I. 7  James  Lee  Majors 

18  . Alvin  Galt  Viney 

20  Bruce  Douglas  Rindlaub. 

22  Ward  Terry  Abbott 
25  Frank  Eugene  Fries 
Field  Artillery 
36  Warren  Cecil  McDermid 
48  David  Ferdinand  Brown 

51  Philip  Henry  Draper,  Jr. 

64  Carl  Henry  Jark 

74  John  Elliott  Theimer 
76  John  Coleman  Horton 
81  Stanley  Henry  Ayre 
84  Robert  Maui' ice  Kraft 
94  Sidney  Andrew  Ofsthun 
96  William  Evens  Hal?. 

100  Donald  John  Keirn 

101  Luster  Azil  Vickery 
107  Dwight  Bahney  Schannep 
112  Robert  Moffat  Losey 

II. 8  John  Jackson  0(Hara,  Jr. 

119  Charles  Sherlock  Vanderblue 

124  Emery  Scott  -Wetzel 

125  Frank  M.  Steadman 

Signal  Corps 

69  Charles  Sommers 

172  William  Gilmer  Bowyer 

Cavalry 

32  Roger  James  Browne 

52  George  Ross  Sutherland 
55  Paul  William  Shumate 

66  Charles  Blake  McClelland,  Jr. 
68  Edwin  Hugh  John  Cams 

70  Joseph  Milton  Colby 

103  Donald  Wilbur  Armagost 

121  Milton  Andre  Acklen 

159  William  Ernest  Karnes 

163  Donald  Mar,  z ana  to  Schorr 
180  Charles  Clarke  White  Allan 

Co ast  Artillery  Corps 
73  Wayland  Henry  Parr 

83  . Rudolph  Fink 

87  Edwin  George  Griffith 

145  Calvin  Luther  Partin 

155  Harlar.d  Holmes  DeKaye 

193  Samuel  Victor  Stephenson 
196  Edward  Auld  Dodson 

199  Charles  Greene  Calloway 
203  ' Thomas  Benton  McDonald 


Rank 

Name 

Infantry 

33 

Joseph  Jennings  Ladd 

49 

Thomas  Ludwell  Bryan,  Jr. 

126 

William  Lafayette  Fagg 

137 

Dexter  Marvin  Lowry,  Jr. 

152 

Leroy  William  Krauthoff 

165 

John  Wesley  Hammond 

166 

Laurence  Neville  Buck 

168 

Paul  Wyatt  Caraway 

173 

Eugene  Louis  Moseley 

185 

James  Maurice  Gavin 

191 

Dale  Joel  Kinnee 

192 

John  Drury  Cone 

194 

Lester  Skene  3ork 

200 

George  Robert  Evans 

201 

John  William  Strihling,  Jr. 

208 

Me  lie  John  Coutlee 

209 

Helm  George  Wilde 

210  ■ 

Thomas  Jefferson  DuBose 

214 

James  Joseph  Mathews 

215 

Marshall  Stubbs 

219 

Charles  Newton  Hunter 

220 

Jerald  Worden  McCoy 

222 

Logan  Clarke  _ 

226 

David  Xavier  Angluin 

228 

Donald  Archibald  Stevning 

230 

Charles  Guthrie  Rau 

232 

Charles  Glendon  Williamson 

238 

George  Futnam  Moody 

246 

William  Lester  Nave 

248 

William  Edward  Murphy , Jr. 

260 

Keene  Watkins 

261 

James  Joseph  Fitzgihbons 

263 

Herbert  John  VanderEeide 

268 

Norris  Slingluff  Longaker.Jr 

269 

Cornelius  Zane  Byrd 

271 

Robert  Fletcher  Sadler 

273 

Normando  Antonio  Costello 

274 

John  Nicholas  Stono 

275 

Phineas  Kimball  Morrill,  Jr. 

276 

Philip  William  Merrill 

277 

Thomas  Richard  Lynch 

285 

Thomas  Charles  Dolan 

287 

Henry  Lloyd -Knight 

288 

Clebert  Leon  Hail 

294 

William  Richard  parient 

295 

Robert  VanMeter  Smith 

296 

George  Van  Millet t , Jr. 

297 

Lionel  T.R.  Trot ten 

298 

Edwin  Michael  VanBibber 

Quartermaster  Corps 

80 

Marshall  Stanley  Roth 

93 

Bert  Crawf o r d Muse 

177 

Ezekiel  Wimberly  Napier 

178 

John  Lyford  Kornor,  Jr. 
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PRIMARY  FLYING  SCHOOL  STUDENTS  GRADUATE 


Of  the  total  of.  22 5 students  who,  on  November  1,  1928,  'Started,  training  at 
the  two  Primary'  Flying t Schools  of  the  Air  Corps  at  Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio, 

To  .was  , a::  J larch  Fiel^.,  Rive.rside , Calif.,  122,  or  54,®,  graduated  on  June  28 1 a 
and  were  sent  to  the  Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio , Texas,  for  ad- 
vanced training.  . “ . V ' . 

Exactly' 50-^' of  the'  students  • matriculating  at  March  Field  last  November  suc- 
cessfully coirnle'ted  the.  course,  the  class  comprising  110  new  students  and  four 
left  over  from  the  preceding  class,  all  of  whom  took  training  under  Flying  Cadet 
status. 

At  the  Primary  Flying  School  at  Brooks  Field,  a total  of  111  students  start- 
ed the  course  on  November  1st,  comprising  85  officers  from  other  branches  of  the 
Regular  Army  detailed' to  the  Air  Corps  for  flying  training,  24  Flying  Cadets  and 
one  noncommissioned  officer  of  the  Air  Corps.  Among  the  .85  students  who  gradu- 
ated and  were  sent  to  the  Advanced  Flying  School  were  50  officers,  14  Flying 
Cadets  and  one  noncommissioned  officer.  Included  in  the  above  mentioned  85  of- 
ficers were  76  members  of  the  June,  1928,  graduating  class  of  the  United  States 
Military  Academy,  West  Point,  New  York.  The  West  Pointers  who,  successfully  com- 
pleted the  primary  course  numbered  50. 

The  Primary  Flying  School  graduates  who  were  sent  to  the  Advanced  Flying 
School  for  further  training  are  listed  below,  as  follows: 

From  Brooks  Field  School 


2nd  Lieut.  Albert  L.  Alexander,  C.E. 
Forrest  G.  Allen,  Infantry 
Alvei rd  V.P.  Anderson, Jr. ',  Cavalry 
Frederick  L.  Anderson,  Cavalry 
Samuel  E.  Anderson,  Coast  Art. 
George  R.  Bienfang,  Field  Art, 
Bryant  L.  Boatner,  Field  Art. 
Samel  R.  Brent  nail , Field  Art. 
Harold  ‘ , Brown,  Infantry 
James  W.  Brown,  Jr.,  Infantry 
Joseph  A.  Bulger,  Coast  Artillsrry 
Howard  G.  Bunker,  Coast  Artillery 
Frank  J.  Coleman,  Signal  Corps 
Robert  J.  Dwyer,  Field  Artillery 
Frank  F.  Everest,  Jr.,  Field  Art. 
Nathan  B.  Forrest , Jr. , Cavalry 
Karl  G.E.  Gimmler,  Field  Art. 
Charles  G.  Goodrich,  Field  Art. 
Norris  B.  Karbold,  Field  Art. 
Robert  S.  Israel,  Field  Art. 

Paul  H.  Johnston,  Coast  Art. 
August  W.  Kissner,  Infantry 
Ralph  E.  Koon,  Cavalry 
Samuel  H.  Lane,  Infantry 
Stuart  G.  McLennan,  Field  Art. 
Alfred  R.  Maxwell,  Coast  Art. 

Oren  R.  Meacham,  Coast  Art. 

Arthur  W.  Meehan,  Infantry 
John  S.  Mills,  Field  Artillery 
John  J.  Morrow,  Coast  Artillery 
George  W.  Mindy,  Field  Artillery 
John  T.  Martha,  Jr.,  Infantry 
Thayer  S.  Olds,  Coast  -Artillery 


2nd  Lieut.  James  F.  Olive,  Jr.,  Infantry 
Roger  M.  Ramey,  Infantry 
Allen  W.  Reed,  Infantry 
John  A.  Samford,  Field  Artillery 
La.Verne  G . Saunders  , Infantry 
Edgar  A.  Sirmyer,  Jr.,  Infantry,. 
Frank  L.  Skeldon,  Infantry 
George  F.  Smith,  Infantry. 

Thomas  W.  Steed,  Infantry' 

Robert  F.  Tate,  Infantry 
Robert  K.  Taylor,  Infantry 
Robert  F.  Travis,  Field  Artillery 
William  H.  Tanner,  Field  Art. 
Robert  W,  Warren,  Infantry 
Harry  S.  Wilson,  Infantry 
Roscoe  C.  Wilson,  Field  Artillery 
Emmett  F.  Yost,  Infantry 

Flying  Cadet  Jesse  Anton 
Joseph  W.  Baylor 
Homer  I Henderson 
Harry  W\  Kowze 
William  L.  Kennedy 
William  R.  Morgan 
, James  P.  Newberry 
John  ? . Ryan 
Desmond  S . Shipley 
Robert  K.  Urban 
Hanlon  H.  Ya-n  Auken 
Casper  P.  West 
Herman  C.  West 
Daniel  B.  White 

Mas ter  S e rgeant  John  L . Waugh , A . C . 


From  March  Field  School 


Flying  Cadet  Edward  L.  Anderson 
Edward  W.  Anderson 
Norman  L.  Barr 
DonaldH.  Baxter 
Alfred  L.  Beatie 
Robert  W,  Burns 
Robert  S.  Butler 
William  W,.  Caldwell 


Flying  Cadet  Cyril  • Chappell'S t 
William  J.  Clinch,, -Jr. 
Robert  0.  Cork 
John  C.  Covington, 

Kenneth  R.  Crosher  . 
William  C.  Dolan 
Philip  T.  Durfee 
John  W.  Egap 


-25L 


V-5912 , A.  C . 


Flying  Cadet  Ivan  L.  Farmaii 
Richard  J.  French 
"Williain  J.  Fry 
John  K.  Gerhart 
Robert  W.  Goetu 
Francis  H.  Griswold 
William  Groen,  Jr. 
Clarence  F.  Hegy 
Lawrence  S . Heral 
Daniel  W . Jenkins 
Maurice  W.-  Judd 
Curtis  E.  Le'May  •• 

Earle  T.  -MacArthur,  Jr. 
Harold  L . Ma ce 
Robert  S . Ma  crura 
Louis  E.  Massie 
Philo  Meisenholder 
William  C.  Mills 
Clarence  C.  Mitchell 
Winslow  C.  Morse 
Charles  L.  Munroe , Jr. 


Flying  Cadet  George  B.  McLellan 
Sidney  J.  Nelson 
Watson  B.  O’Uonnor,  Jr., 
Norman  B.  Olsen 
Elder  Pat te son 
William  M.  Prince 
Louis  M.  Rawlins,  Jr. 
Samuel  -,Q.  Redetzke 
James  H.  Roe 
Llewellyn  0.  Ryan 
William  A?  Schulgen 
Leroy  B.  Shidler 
Herbert  H.  Tollman 
Louis  A . Vaup re 
Peirce  E.  Warrington 
Clyde  F.  West 
Clark  M,  Whitcomb 
Willard  R.  Whitmore 
Arthur  G.  Woodley 
Roy  T . Wright 


FIRST  PURS LITERS  TRAIN  AT  OSCODA,  MICHIGAN 

Since  the  return  of  the  planes  of  the  First  Pursuit  Group,  Selfridge  Field, 
Mich.,  from  the  maneuvers  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  the  summer  season  scheduled  was  put 
into  effect.  This  schedule  calls  for  one  of  the  pursuit  squadrons  to  be  firing 
at  Camp  Skecl , Oscoda,  Michigan,  each  month;  one  squadron  to  conduct  the  reserve 
officers’  camp  and  one  squadron  to  be  used  for  miscellaneous  duties,  such  as  de- 
dication of  airports,  military  demonstrations,  etc. 

The  15th  Observation  Squadron  is  busy  with  its  many  demonstrations  and  tow 
target  missions,  and'  will  spend  the  month  of  September  at  Camp  Skeel.  In  accord- 
ance with  that  program,  the  94th  Squadron,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Harry 
Johnson,  spent  the  month  of  June  on  the  shores  of  Van  Etten  Lake.  This  is  the 
first  time  that  the  officers  had  fired  who  did  not  have  the  gunnery  course  at 
the  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  and  they  were  given  a thorough  course  at  the  camp. 
The  camp  Was  highly  successful , and  all  of  the  flyers  qualified.  Also,  a great 
many  of  the  enlisted  men  qualified  in  the  pistol  shooting.  During  this  camp  the 
buildings  were  put  in  first  class  shape  and  the  mess  hall  extended  so  that  it 
will  accommodate  all  the  men. 

All  the  enlisted  men  and  supplies  were  transported  to  and  from  Oscoda  by 
transport,-  the  Fokker  0-2  and  Douglas  C-l  fron  Selfridge  Field  and  another  one 
borrowed  from  Dayton  being  used  to  effect  the  transportation. 

The  landing  field  at  Oscoda  was  enlarged,  and  two  long  runways  were  com- 
pleted. This  was  done  simply  by  attaching  a truck  to  the  pine  trees  and  pulling 
them  out  of  the  loose  sandy,  soil  and  leveling  off  the  ground  afterwards. 

The  94th  Squadron . returned  on  July  1st,  and  the  17th  Squadron,  under  the 
command  of  Lieut.  Paul  Wolf,  is  now  occupying  the  camp.  The  work  of  improving 
the  camp  will  be  carried  on  by  that  squadron,  the  main  effort  being  made  to  pro- 
vide suitable  shower  baths  for  the  entire  camp.  In  carrying  on  the  work  in  this 
manner,  it  is  hoped  to  even  complete  barracks  for  one  entire  squadron  before  the 
summer  is  completed.  This  work  is  being  done  - with  the  salvage  material  from  the 
old  buildings  torn  down  at  Selfridge  Field. 

oOo — - . 

AIR  CORPS  ACTS  AS  ITS  OWN  TRANSPORTING  AGENCY 

■ • 

As  has  been  pointed  out  many  times  before,  the  Army  Air  Corps  has  very  little 
to  worry  about  insofar  as  transporting  airplanes  is  concerned.  For  some  time  it 
has  been  the  general' Practice  to  fly  new  airplanes  from  the  factory  to  the  Air 
Corps  field  or  station  to  which  assigned.  Distance  presents  no  bar,  for  nos  so 
long  ago  a bombing  plane'  was  ferried  from  a factory  in  the  United  States  to  the 
Panama  Canal  Zone. 

Personnel  at  Selfridge'1  Field,  Mt  . Clemens,  Mich.,  recently  demonstrated  how 
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to  mobilise  at  a summer  reserve  camp  airplanes  located  at  various  localities 
where  reserve  activities  are  carried  on.  The  airplanes  at  Selfridge  Field  were 
recently  augmented  hy  the  delivery  of  a Ford  Transport  plane  e snipped  with  J-6 
motors.  This  plane  was  flown  from  the  factory  to  Sclfridge  Field  by  Major  Ralph 
Eoycc , E. :e  endive  Officer  of  tv,  t ii  Id.  The  next  dr;  the  Transport  departed  on 
a long  ’ cross -con:., .try  trip,  with  the  object  in  view  of  collecting  ?T  planes  for 
use  in  the  reserve  camp. 

Captain  Victor  H.  Strahm  piloted  the  Ford  and  took  with  him  ten  officers 
anl  a mechanic.  The  first  stop  made  was  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  Li cuts. 
Richards,  Moor  and  Harrington  stepped  out,  secured  three  PT's  and  flow  them 
to  Self ridge  Field  the  same  afternoon.  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  was  the  next  stop- 
ping place  of  the  Transport,  and- here  Lieut c . Crawford  and  Gehlbach  got  out 
for  the  purpose  of  ferrying  two  PT's  to  Self ridge  Field.  Proceeding  to 
Bowman  Field,  Louisville,  Ky . , Captain  Reynolds  took  leave  of  the  Transport  and 
returned  to  his  home  station  via  a PT  plane. 

Scott  Field  was  the  last  stop  of  the  Transport  for  that  day.  The  next 
morning  Lieuts.  Harding  and  Up the grove  further  lightened  the  load  of  the  Trans- 
port and  proceeded  on  their  way  home  in  PT's.  The  next  and  last  stop  of  the 
Transport  was  at  Schoen  Field,  Indianapolis,  Ind. , where  Captain  Lotha  Smith- 
and  Lieut.  Rhudy  collected  the  last  two  PT's.  All  of  the  planes  arrived  at 
Selfridge  Field  in  fine  shape,  and  on  the  following  day  three  IT’s  were  brought 
in  by  Lieuts.  Warren,  Smith  and  Towle  of  Chanute  Field.  Additional  PT's,  with 
those  already  at  this  station,  give  Selfridge  Field  17  of  these  planes  for  use 
in  connection  with  the  reserve  officers'  camps. 

Over  eighty  reserve  officers  were  ordered  to  Self ridge  Field  for  training 
for  the  period  of  July  7th  to  21st,  and  of  these  66  reported.  The  27th  Squad- 
ron 'is  now  conducting  the  camp  and,  in  addition  to  the  17  PT's,  two  02' s and  V. 
three  P-l's  are  in  use  for  officers'  training. 

oOo 


GENERAL  PARKER  INSPECTS  SELFRIDGE  FIELD 


General  Parker,  Commanding  General  of  the  Sixth  Corps  Area,  made  his  tac- 
tical inspection  of  Selfridge  Field,  Mt . Clemens,  Mich.,  on  June  26th.  He  ar- 
rived at  the  field  the  evening  before  and  spent  the  night  at  the  Officers' 

Club.  General  Parker  was  accompanied  on  his  inspection  by  Lieut. -Colonel  Riley, 
Majors  Ditto  and  Wildrick. 

Following  his  inspection  of  the  planes  on  the  line,  an  aerial  review  was 
staged,  which  was  participated  in  by  25  planes  of  the  First  Pursuit  Group  and 
five  plages  of  the  15th  Observation  Squadron.  Colonel  Banforth  led  the  review 
in  his  P-1C,  followed  by  the  15th  Observation  Squadron,  commanded  by  Captain 
Reynolds,  and  the  Pursuit  Group  commanded  by  Major  Royce . Following  the  actual 
review,  the  planes  maneuvered  for  about  half  an  hour  before  the  General,  after 
which  he  proceeded  with  the  inspection  of  the  barracks.  At  noon,  luncheon  for 
all  the  officers  and  visitors  was  served  at  the  Officers'  Club,  and  the  General 
spent  the  afternoon  visiting  the  various  departments  of  the  field. 

Before  taking  off  to  catch  the  train  sitrDetroit,  General  Parker  very  gra- 
ciously s t oppe d at  the  hospital  and  chatted  a few  minutes  with  Lieut.  Theisen. 
Except  for  a few  minor  details  concerning  the  ground  organization,  the  General 
expressed  himself  as  very  well  pleased  and  was  especially  gratified  to  note 
the  proficient  manner  in  which  the  flying  was  performed.  He  talked  to  all  the 
officers  and  told  them  that  he  expected  to  visit  the  field  informally  a great 
many  times. 

oOo 


, PURSUITERS  FLY  TO  CANADA  TO  PARTICIPATE  IF  AIRPORT  DEDICATION 

An  international  visit  to  assist  in  the  opening  of  the  new  municipal  air- 
port at  Kingston,  Ontario,  Canada,  was  made  by  members  of  the  First  pursuit. 
Group,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich.  A flight  of  three  P-l's,  piloted  by  Major  Royce, 
Lieuts.  Robinson  and  Warren  , left  on  the  afternoon  of  June  3rd  end  returned  on 
the  5th.  At  Kingston  the  three  officers  were  royally  entertained  by  General 
Anderson,  in  command  of  the  military  district , and  his  staff ; the  members  of 
the  artillery  garrison  at  that  point  and  the  officers  on  duty  at  the  Royal  Mili- 
tary College,  as  well  as  by  the  Mayor , the  American  Consul  and  the  officials  of 
the  Kingston  Flying  Club. 
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SAN  ANTONIO  TO  SEATTLE  FLIGHT. 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  News  Letter  mention  is  made  of  the  fast 
flight  of  Lieut.  John  S.  Griffith  from  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  to 
Seattle,  Washington. 

Lieut.  Griffith  recently  submitted  his  report  covering  this  flight,  and  it 
is  quoted  below,  as  follows: 

"Departed  Kelly  Field  2:45  a.m. , Central  Standard  Time,  June  18th,  flying 
course  282  degrees  west  through  clouds  and  picked  up  lights  of  Hock  Springs, 

110  miles  out  as  first  check.  Checked  self  at  daylight  at  Van  Horn,  Texas,  on 
course.  Landed  El  Paso  5:55  a.m.,  Mountain  Time.  Took  off  from  El  Paso  6:05 
a.m. , course  264  degrees  with  slight  head  wind.  Many  fields  noticed  on  the  way. 
Landed  Tucson  8:10  a.m.,  Mountain  Time.  Departed  Tucson,  8:20  a.m.,  flying 
straight  line  course  for  March  Field,  winds  variable,  slight  head,  winds . Arrived 
March  Field  10:50  a.m.,  Pacific  Time.  Very  few  landing  fields  on  straight  line 
course.  Would  advise  going  by  railroad  in  future.  Departed  March  Field  10:40 
a.m.,  flying  straight  course  fdr  Crissy  Field,  slight  head  winds.  Landing 
fields  plentiful  on  way  except  when  crossing  mountains.  Landed' Crissy  Field  2:05 
p.m. , Pacific  Time.  Departed  Crissy  Field  2:15  p.m,  , straight  course  for 
Medford,  Oregon, variable  winds.  Arrived  Medford  4:45  p.m.  Departed  Medford  4:5c 
p.m.,  between  Eugene  and  Portland,  encountered  rain.  Between  Portland  and 
Seattle  encountered  heavy  rain  and  fog.  Landed  Boeing  Field,  Seattle,  at  7:43 
p.m.,  Pacific  Time. 

Total  flying  time  for  day  eighteen  hours  and  eight  minutes.  Total  elapsed 
time  of  eighteen  hours  and  fifty-eight  minutes.  Distance  flown  2,230  miles. 

The  only  advance  arrangements  made  for  this  flight  were  to  wire  each  of  the 
five  stops  requesting  immediate  service,  which  was  excellent  at  each  stop.  I 
believe  that  large  flights  of  planes  could  be  moved  to  any  point  in  the  country 
within  24  hours,  provided  personnel  is  properly  trained  and  ground  organization 
is  efficient.  I was  no  more  tired  after  this  trip  than  I have  been  after  a four 
or  five  hour  trip. 

Departed  Seattle  7:00  a.m.,  Pacific  Time,  June  21st.  Arrived  Medford,. 
Oregon,  8:55  a.m.  Weather  excellent,  slight  tail  wind.  Departed  Medford  10:20 
a.m.,  arrived  Crissy  Field  1:20  p.m.  Weather  excellent,  with  variable  winds. 
Delayed  taking  off  from  Crissy  Field  until  9:00  a.m.,  Pacific  Time,  June  22nd, 
in  order  to  check  motor  at  Crissy  Field.  Arrived  Eockwell  Field  at  12;40  p.m. , 
weather  excellent,  tail  winds. 

Departed  Hockwell  7:00  a.m. , Pacific  Time,  June  23rd,  arrived  Tucson  11:10 
a.m.,  Mountain  Time.  Arrived  El  Paso  1:25  p.m.  Arrived  Kelly  Field  7:00  p.m., 
Central  Standard  Time.  Weather  excellent,  straight  head  winds. 

Total  flying  time  for  trip  thirty  six  hours  and  fifty  mirutes.  The  only 
mechanical  trouble  encountered  over  the  entire  trip  was  low  grade  gasoline  at 
Medford,  causing  rough  motor  and  slight  water  pump  leak  at  El  Paco  on  return 
trip. 

Gas  consumption  was  21  gallons  per  hour  and  oil  one-half  pint  per  hour." 

Major  James  E Chaney,  Commandant  of  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School, 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  addressed  a letter  of  commendation  to  -Lieut..  Griffith,  read- 
ing as  follows : f • • 

"1.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  commend  you  for  your  excellent  perform- 
ance on  your  recent  successful  solo  flight  from  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  to  Seattle, 
Washington,  - a total  of  2230  miles  in  18  hours  and  8 minutes  flying  time;  total 
time,  including  stops,  of  18  hours  and  58  minutes  - on  June  18,  1929. 

2.  Constant  diligence,  high  esprit,  and  superior  ability  as  a pilot  and 
navigator  made  it  possible  for  you  to  complete  this  mission. 

•3.-  .In  that  you  selected  a P-1B  airplane  that  had  been  used  constantly  for 
training  -on  this  field,  and  that  this  particular  P-1B  had  116  hours  motor  time 
since  last  overhaul,  and  that  no  advance  arrangements  had  been  made , to  you 
alone  belongs  the  credit  for  this  flight. 

4.  Your  exploit  brings  honor  to  the  United  States  Arr^y  as  well  as  to  the 
Air  Corps.  As  evidence  of  my  high  regard  for  your  achievement,  I am  forwarding 
a copy  of  this  communication  to  be  filed  with  your  official  records  with  the 
Chief  of  Air  Corps  and  with  The  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army*" 
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AIRPORTS  CONSTANTLY  INCREASING  IN  FJM3ER 


Since  the  return  of  the  First  Pursuit  Group,  Self ridge  Field,  Mt . Clemens, 
Mich.,  from  the 'Air  Corps  Maneuvers  in  Ohio,  personnel  from  that  organization 
participated  in  no  less  than  12  airport  dedications. 

Six  P-l's  and  three  Observation  planes  were  flown  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  for 
the  purpose  of  participating  in  the  dedication  of  the  Ri eke rib acker  Airport  at 
that  point. 

The  same  planes  mentioned  above  were  then  flown  to  Rochester,  Minnesota, 
where  the  pilots  assisted  in  dedicating  the  Mayo  Clinic  Airport . While  there, 
all  the  members  of  the  flight  were  royally  entertained  and  were  afforded  an  op- 
portunity to  visit  the  beautiful  Mayo  Clinic. 

On  the  return  of  the  flight  from  Rochester,  Major  Royce  left  the  formation 
at  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul , 111.,  and  proceeded  to  Memphis , Term.,  to  attend  the 
opening  of  the  new  Memphis  Field  at  that  point. 

Three  planes  wore  flown  from  Selfridge  Field  to  Moline,  Illinois,  to  assist 
in  'the  election  to  put  over  the  Municipal  Bond  Issue  for  the  purpose  of  provid- 
ing a municipal  flying  field  at  that  point. 

Three  pianos  were  also  flown  to  Bradford,  .Forma.  , to  assist  in  the  opening 
of  an  airport  at  that  locality.  Lieut.  Upthegrove , of  the  15th  Squadron,  was 
attached  to  a pursuit  squadron  for  that  flight  in  order  to  be  able  to  bo  present 
at  his  own  home  town. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Captain  Lot ha  Smith,  of  the  27th  Squadron,  six 
planes  were  flown  to  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y. , in  order  to  assist  in  the  dedication 
of  the  new  airport  there. 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  and  Ste.  Ignace , Michigan,  being  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  State,  the  94th  Squadron  from  Oscoda,  Michigan,  dispatched  throe  planes  to 
each  of  these  cities  on  consecutive  days  under  the  leadership  of  Lieut.  Harry 
Johnson  to  assist  in  airport  dedications  at  these  places. 

Three  pursuit  planes  were  flown  to  Erie,  Penna. , for  the  purpose  of  assist- 
ing in  the  dedication  of  the  airport  at  that  point.  Lieut.  Grover,  being  an 
Erie  product , was  in  command  of  this  flight . 

Three  planes,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Wolf  of  the  17th  Squadron,  were 
flown  to  Chicago  to  assist  in  the  dedication  of  Sky' Harbor.  The  Army  airmen 
reported  this  field  as  something  new  in  the  way  of  airports , inasmuch  as  the 
buildings  were  designed  by  a Russian  architect,  and  one  of  the  buildings  on 
the  field  is  occupied  by  one  of  the  best  night  clubs  in  Chicago,  all  following 
out  the  Russiam  decoration  scheme. 

Following  the  flight  of  three  planes  from  Selfridge  Field,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Keillor,  to  Be Kalb , Indiana,  to  assist  in  the  dedication  of  a 
new  airport  there,  the  Army  airmen  then  proceeded  to  LaSalle-Pem  airdrome 
for  a similar  purpose. 

In  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  flights,  three  pursuit  planes,  under 
the  command  of  Lieut.  Richards , were  flown  to  Mitchel  Field.  Operating  from 
that  field  as  a base,  the  airmen  assisted  in  the  demonstration  during  the 
Garden  Party  at  Governors  Island,  N.Y. 

oOo 

A FLIGHT  FROM  NEW  YORK  TO  NO  M3  AND  RETURN 

As  this  issue  of  the  News  Letter  goes  to  press,  Captain  Ross  G.  Hoyt,  Air 
Corps,  is  practically  "all  set"  to  make  a flight  from  Nov;  York  to  Nome,  Alaska, 
and  return.  One  of  the  objects  of  the  flight  is  to  connect  the  United  States 
with  a foreign  possession  by  air,  and  another  is  to  test  the  plane,  motor  and 
e quipme  nt . 

At  this  writing  the  date  of  Captain  Hoyt’s  take-off  from  New  York  is  indefi- 
nite, as  weather  conditions,  number  of  hours  of  daylight,  etc.,  will  be  govern- 
ing factors.  The  round  trip  will  involve  a total  distance  of  8600  miles  - 4300 
miles  each  way,  and  Captain  Eoyv  anticipates  completing  same  within  the  space  of 
four  days. 

The  Army  pilot  who  flew’  one  of  the  refueling  planes  during  the  duration 
flight  of  the  Question  Mark  and  who  not  long  ago  made  a dawn  to  dusk  flight 
from  Washington  to  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  another  one  on  the  return  journey  to 
Washington  the  following  day,  will,  upon  leaving  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y.,  make  his 
first  stop  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  a distance  of  1030  miles.  The  hour  of  his 
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take  off  from  How  York  has  not  been  definitely  determined  thus  far.  One  plan  is 
to  take  off  at  such  time  as  to-  reach  Minneapolis  an  hour  before  darkness',  while 
another  contemplates  a take  off-  so  as  to  arrive  at  Minneapolis  at  dawn. 

The  next  "hop"  is  to  Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada,  a distance  from  Minneapolis 
of  1100  miles.  Immediately  aftor  refueling  his  plane  at  Edmonton,  Captain  Hoyt 
will  take  off  for  White  Horse,  Yukon,  Alaska,  another  1100-mile  stretch.  His 
next  stopping  point  will  be  Fairbanks,  Alaska,  500  miles  distant,  and  a similar 
distance  will  take  him  to  the  terminus  of  his  flight  - Home.  It  is  possible 
that  Captain  Hoyt  may  decide  to  fly  straight  through  from  White  Horse  to  Home. 
His  decision  in  this  matter  will  hinge  upon  weather  conditions  and  landing 
facilities  at  Fairbanks. 

Captain  Hoyt’s  "Air  Chariot"  will  be  a P-1- C Pursuit  plane,  otherwise 
known  as  the  Curtiss  "Hawk".  It  is  powered  with  the  new  V-1570  "Conqueror" 
engine,  600  h.p.  This  flight  to  Alaska  will  afford  a real  service  test  of 
this  new  engine.  While  it  has  already  passed  its  fifty-hour  ground  test,  this 
direct  drive  engine  has  not  been  put  through  strenuous  testing  in  actual 
flight. 

Structurally , the  fuselage,  wings,  controls , tail  surface  and  running  gear 
of  Captain  Hoyt’s  plane  are  standard.  The  plane  has  been  modified  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  flight  to  carry  250  gallons  of  gas  and  14  gallons  of  oil,  where  the 
standard  Hawk  carries  but  100  gallons  of  fuel.  For  this  purpose,  the  ship  has 
been  streamlined  to  accommodate  the  extra  gasoline  tanks,  the  disposition  of 
same  being  as  follows; 

One  center  section  wing  tark  of  25  gallons,  gravity. 

One  main  tank,  sixty  gallons  capacity,  outside  the  longerons,  around  the 
fuselage. 

One  sixty-gallon  tank  above  the  main  tank,  outside  the  longerons,  around 
the  fuselage. 

One  bottom  tark,  65  gallons  capacity,  below  main  tank  outside  the  longer- 
ons, around  the  fuselage. 

Two  side  tanks,  one  24^-  gallons,  the  other  26  gallons  capacity,  opposite 
main  fuel  tark,  outside  the  longerons,  around  the  fuselage. 

With  the  exception  of  the  wing  tark,  which  feeds  by  gravity,  all  other 
tanks  are  force  feed  by  a pump  to  the  carburetor.  'Three  of  the  tanks  feed 
through  one  three-way  valve,  two  are  on  a two-way  and  the  gravity  tark  on  a 
separate  valve. 

Captain  Hoyt  estimates  that  the  total  weight  of  the  plane  loaded  will  be 
approximately  4,500  pounds,  which  is  2^  tons.  While  the  running  gear  is  suffi- 
ciently strong  for  this  weight,  he  has  had  over-sice  tires,  32  by  6 placed  on 
the  standard  wheels  instead  of  the  regular  size,  30  by  5. 

For  this  flight  a special  instrument  hoard  was  installed,  designed  by  the 
Pioneer  Instrument  Company,  to  accommodate  all  the  instruments  which  Captain 
Hoyt  felt  necessary  to  use,  all  dials  of  a small  round  typo,  slightly  smaller 
than  standard  on  account  of  space.  They  include  - a Standard  Compass,  Bank  and 
Turn  Indicator,  Bate  of  Climb  Indicator,  Tachometer,  Altimeter,  Oil  Pressure 
Gauge,  Gas  Pressure  Gauge,  Oil  Temperature  Gauge,  Water  Temperature  Gauge, 
Jaeger  Clock,  navigation  light  switch  for  semi-imrkikibet  lighting  of  instrument 
board,  and  a Gasoline  Gauge  - a U-shaped  hydrostatic  instrument,  giving  the 
capacity  of  the  tank  in  use. 

In  addition  to  the  instruments  listed,  there  is  the  engine  switch.  Another 
compass  is  suspended  in  the  trailing  edge  of  the  upper  wing,  with  a glass 
window,  through  which  the  pilot  makes  his  readings  from  the  cockpit.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  compass  in  this  position  is  to  avoid  the  vibration  and  magnetic 
influence  imparted  by  virtue  of  its  location  in  the  fuselage.  Captain  Hoyt  wil 
at  all  times  he  able  to  check  the  readings  on  two  similar  instruments. 

The  maximum  speed  of  the  "Hawk"  is  184.  miles  per  hour,  but  Captain  Hoyt 
expects  to  maintain  a cruising  speed  of  between  140  and  150  miles  per  hour. 

He  contemplates  stopping  at  Home  for  a period  of  six  hours. 

oOo 

BSSEB7E  OFFICERS  THAI HI HG  CAMP  IH  MIHHESOTA 

This  summer  the  War  Department  established  the  first  training  camp  for  Air 
Corps  Reserve  Officers  in  the  vicinity  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.  The  camp  is  being, 
held  at  the  Wold- Chamberlain  Plying  Field,  and  is  being  conducted  by  Regular 
Army  officers  with  regular  Air  Corps  equipment.  In  use  at  the  camp  are  nine 
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PT-1  airplanes,  the  regulal4  army  primary  training  type  used  in  the  Flying 
Schools  at  Brooks  and  March  fields.  (These  planes  kero  brought  to  Minneapolis 
for  the  training  period  from  Hi chards  Field,  Kansas  City,  Mo**  and  Marshall 
Field,  Fort.  Riley,  Kansas .•  The  training  at  the  camp  consists , first,  of  check 
flights  to  ascertain  the  ability  of  (Reserve  Officers  to  handle  the  airplane  by 
themselves.  Those  requiring  additional  instruction  are  given  same  by  the 
Regular  officers,  and  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  allow  everyone  to  solo  before 
the  camp  is  over. 

As  soon  as  an  officer  has  soloed  and  had  some  practice , he  is  given  train- 
ing in  acrobatics,  landings,  cross-country  flying,  formation  flying  and  the  per- 
formance of  minor  tactical  missions,  such  as  cooperation  with  ground  troops, 
military  sketching  from  the  air,  location  of  targets,  etc. 

'The  officers  are  quartered  on  the  Fort  Snelling  Reservation,  but:  their 
entire  training  activities  are  at  the  flying  fie.ld  where  the  day  starts  for 
them  at  7:15  in  the  morning,  flying  being  continued  until  noon.  The  first  pe- 
riod in  the  afternoon  consists  of  lectures  on  Air  Corps  subjects  by  the  Regular 
officers,  followed  by  intensive  athletics  for  all. 

According  to  the  News  Letter  Correspondent,  Minneapolis  is  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  this  first  training  camp  and  with  the  success  which  is  expected  it  is 
pretty  sure  to  have  these  camps  every  year  with  larger  attendance  and  greater 
participation  by  Army  aircraft.  While  Minneapolis  is  having  only  one  camp  this 
year,  Kansas  City  is  having  four,  this  number  being  necessary  to  take  care  of 
the  great  number  of  active  Reserve  officers  in  that  locality.  The  Army  contem- 
plates placing  a hangar  and  equipping  the  Reserves  with  army  airplanes  for 
their  use,  and  as  soon  as  this  is  done  the  Wold- Chamberlain  Airport  will  then 
be  designated  as  an  Army  Reserve  Airport,  which  will  give  it  a definite  mili- 
tary status  which  is  considered  very  dosirable  by  all  cities. 

The  Staff  of  the  Training  Camp  consists  of  the  following  Regular  Army 
officers:  Major  Robert  E.  M.  Goolrick,  A.C.,  Commanding  Officer  of  Marshall 
Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  who  is  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Training  Camp; 
1st  Lieut.  W.C.  Farnurn,  in  charge  of  Air  Corps  Reserves  in  Minneapolis,  Adju- 
tant and  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Reserve  Squadron;  1st  Lieut.  M.R.  Robinson, 
of  Marshall  Field,  Operations  Officer;  and  2nd  Lieut.  R.  R.  Walker,  of 
Marshall  Field,  Supply  Officer.  The  Flight  Surgeon  of  the  Training  Camp,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  check  the  physical  condition  of  every  Reserve  Officer  before  he 
is  permitted  to  fly  and  look  after  his  physical  well  being  while  engaged  in 
flying,  is  Major  John  F.  Beeson,  of  Richards  Field.  Assisting  him  in  this 
work  is  a Minneapolis  doctor,  Captain  A.J.  Herbolsheimer , of  the  Medical 
Reserve  Corps,  who  is  also  a qualified  flight  surgeon. 

A total  of  23  Reserve  officers  were  assigned  to  various  duties  with  the 
313th  Provisional  Observation  Squadron. 

oOo 

KELLY  FIELD  AIRMEN  MAKE  A NO 'TABLE  FLIGHT 

Flying  from  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  to  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio , 
Texas,  in  21  hours  and  20  minutes  is  the  latest  notable  achievement  of  two 
Army  flyers  - 1st  Lieuts.  Westside  T.  parson  and  Lawrence  J.  Carr,  who  are  reg- 
ularly stationed  at  Kelly  Field.  These  two  officers,  flying  a standard  A- 3 At- 
tack plane,  equipped  with  an  auxiliary  gasoline  tank,  took  off  from  France 
Field  at  3:30  a.m. , Eastern  Standard  Time,  July  11th,  and  arrived  at  their 
home  station  at  11:50  p.m. , Central  Standard  Time. 

Managua,  Nicaragua,  was  their  first  stopping  point  after  their  take-off 
from  France  Field,  arriving  there  at  9:30  a.m.,  and  departing  fifteen  minutes 
later  for  Minititlan,  Mexico,  where  they  arrived  at  4:30  p.m.  An  hour  later 
they  took  off  for  Brownsville,  Texas,  where  they  arrived  at  13:30  p.m. , Central 
Standard  Time.  Twenty  minutes  lator  they  departed  for  Kelly  Field. 

Deducting  time  consumed  during  their  three  intermediate  stops  for  the 
purpose  of  servicing  their  plane  - one  hour  and  35  minutes  - it  will  be  noted 
that  their  actual  flying  time  for  the  entire  journey,  involving  a distance  of 
approximately  2,100  miles,  was  19  hours  and  45  minutes,  which  means  that  their 
average  speed  for  the  trip  was  approximately  107  miles  per  hour. 

. In  applying  for  permission  to  make  this  flight  from  Kelly  Field  to  Frahce 
Field  .and  return,  Lieuts.  Larson  and  Carr  stated  that  the  purpose  of  same  was 
to. gain  more  experience  in  cross-country  flying  and  navigation  and  to  demon- 
strate the  ability  of  Air  Corps  planes  being  able  to  make  this  flight  without 
special  equipment.  Their  official  report  is  awaited  with  interest. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT  ‘ORDERS  AFFECTING-  AIR.  CORPS  OFFICERS 

■ , " .*  *.  \ ' • * , %"y.r  ... 

Changes  of  Station;  ■' -Major  Adlai  H.  Gilkeson  relieved  from  duty  as  student 
at  Air  Corps  Engineering  School  and  assigned  to  Materiel  Division , Wright  Field. 

1st  Lieut.  Don  L.  Hutchins  from  Boiling  Field  to.  Office  Chief  of  the  Air 
Corps,  Washington. 

1st  Lieut.  James  M.  Gillespie  from  Havana,  Cuba,  to  Langley  Field,  Va. 

2nd  Lieut.  Howard  H.  Couch,  Scott  Field,  to  Wright  Field,  Layton,  0.,  for 
duty  as  student,  Air  Corps  Engineering  School. 

Captain  Donald  Wilson,  upon  completion  tour  of  duty  in  Philippines,  to 
Langley  Field,  v'a.  , reporting  to  Commandant,  Air  Corps  Tactical  School. 

1st  Lieut.  Burton  F.  Lewis,  upon  expiration  of  tour  of  foreign  service, 
to  Air  Depot,  Eairfield,  Ohio. 

Detailed  to  Air  Corps  , and  to  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  not  later  than  October 
15,  1929,  for  primary  flying  training:  2nd  Lieut.  George  McCoy,  Jr.,  Infantry; 
2nd  Lieut.  Mark  E.  Smith,  Jr.,  Infantry;  2nd  Lieut.  Harrison  W.  Davison, Cavalry. 

Relieved  from  Detail  to  the  Air  Corps:  1st  Lieut.  Edward  M.  Edmonson  to 
Field  Artillery,  2nd  Division,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas. 

Reserve  Officers  assigned  to  extended  active  duty:  2nd  Lieut.  Arthur  J. 
Reinhart  to  Post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Okla. , August  1,  1929  to  June  30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  John  Newton  Koontz  to  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. , July  3,  1929,  to 
June  30,  ,1930.  ' . ... 

2nd  Lieut.  WilliafirJ.  Hahnel  to  Langley  Field,  Va.  7-3-29  to  6-30-30. 

2nd  Lieut.  Arthur  K.  Morrison  to  Crissy  Field,  Calif.  , 8-1-29  to  S-30-30. 

2nd  Lieut.  Charles  Brandon  Short  to  Scott  Field,  111.,  7-21-29  to  6-30-30. 

2nd  Lieut.  Thomas  D.  Ferguson  to  Langley  Field,  Va.  , 7-21-29  to  .7-20-30, 

2nd  Lieut.  Otis  3.  Crawford  to  Crissy  Field,  Calif. , 7-12-29  to  6-30-30. 

2nd  Lieut.  John  Sanford ‘Blanchard  to  France  Field,  Panama,  July  15,  1929, 
to  June  30,  1930.  ■ .vu:  "•  ..  . ' 

Promotions  : 1st  Lieut  4 Ralph  3.'  Walker  to  Captain,  rank  from  June  7,  1929. 

1st  Lieut.  Clarence-  B.  Lober  to  Captain,  rank  from  June  25,  1929. 

"2nd  Lieut.  Joe  L.  Loutzenheiser  to  1st  Lieut.,  rank  from  June  2,  1929. 

2nd  Lieut.  John  P.  Kirkcndall- to  1st  Lieut.,  rank  from  July  .2,  1929. 

Resignation:  Major  Harold  .Smith  Martin . 

oOo 

VETERAN  ARMY  AVIATORS  LOSE  THEIR  LIVES 

The  Army  Air  Corps  lost  two  of  its  veteran  flyers  as  a result  of  an  unfor- 
tunate airplane  accident  at  Fort  Clayton,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  on  July  8th  last. 
First  Lieut.  Henry  F.  Sessions  piloted  the  plane  and  was  accompanied  bjr  1st 
Lieut.  William  H.  31eakley. 

Lieut.  Sessions  was  born  at  Cuthbert , Ga. , June  24,  1895.  He  attended 
Mercer  University  and,  for  a short  time,  the  University  of  Georgia.  Entering 
the  military  service  during  the  war,  he  joined  the  Aviation  Section,  Signal 
Corps,  and  upon  the  completion  of  his  ground  school  and  flying  training  was 
commissioned  a 2nd  Lieut enant:  on  July  15,  1918.  He  was  assigned  to  active 
duty  at  Taliaferro  Field,  Hicks,  Texas ,’ where  he  served  for  several  months 
prior  to  being  ordered  to  duty  in  France.. 

Upon  his  return  to  the-'  United  States  , he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
military  service  on  February  24,  1919.  Appointed  a 2nd  Lieutenant  In  the  Air 
Corps,  Regular  Army,  .July  1,  1920,  he  was  ordered  to  the  Primary  Flying  School 
at  Carlstrom  Field,  Arcadia,  Fla.  , for  further  flying  training.  Upon  the  com- 
XfLetion  of  his  course,  he.  was  assigned  to  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly 
Field,  Texas,  for  advanced  training.  Upon  graduation  from  the  Advanced  School 
he  was  assigned  to  Kelly  Field  for  duty. 

Lieut.  Session's  next  assignment  was  Langley  Field,  Va. , where  he  served 
until  July,  1925,  when  he  : was  ordered  to  the  Panama  Canal  Department  for  duty. 
His  tour  of  duty  in  Panama  was  to  have  expired  on  July  10,  1929,  and  he  was 
under  orders  to  proceed  to  Post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Okla. , for  duty. 

Lieut.  Bleakfey,  who  had  been  in  the  flying,  game  for  over  19  years,  was 
born  at  Arvagh,  Ireland, ' March  22,  1891.  He  started  flying  at  the  Benoist  Avia- 
tion School  at  St.  Louis,  Mp. , February  6,  1910.  Later  he  was  employed  at  this 
school  as  flying  instructor.  He  participated  in  various  exhibition  flights  and 
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was  later  employed  as  airplane  pilot  with  the  Patho  Motion  Picture  Co,,  and  as 
airplane  inspector  with  the  Curtiss  Aeroplane  Company.  During  the  Far  Lieut. 
Bleakley  served  as  a civilian  flying  instructor  with  the  Aviation  Sect ion, Signal 
Corps,  U.S.  Army,  at  Mineola,  H.  Y. ; Selfridge  Field,  Mt . Clemens,  Mich.; 

Ellington  Field,  Houston,  Penas;  Gorstner  Field,  Lake  Charles,  La.,  and  Brooks 
Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Ee  was  commissioned  a 1st  Lieutenant  in  the  Air 
Corps  on  October  23,  1913.  At  that  time -he  had  approximately  8,000  hours  of 
flying  to  his  credit  in  various  types  of  airplanes. 

Lieut.  Bleakley  served  at  Barron  Field,  Fort  Forth,  Texas , and  was  later 
transferred  to  the  3th  Aero  Squadron  at  Luke  Field,  Hawaii.  He  was  discharged 
from  the  military  service  on  September  3,  1912,  and  until  his  appointment  as 
1st  Lieutenant  in  the  Air  Corps,  [Regular  Army,  September  11,  1920,  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Information  Division  of  the  Air  Corps  as  Aeronautical  Mechanical 
Engineer.  His  first  assignment  under  his  permanent  commission  was  at  March 
Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  as  flying  instructor.  He  was  subsequently  transferred 
to  the  primary  Flying  School  at  Carlstrom  Field,  Arcadia,  Fla. , and  then  to 
Aberdeen  Proving  Grounds , Md. 

Last  Spring  Lieut.  Bleakley  was  temporarily  stationed  at  Fright  Field, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  tests  with  supercharged  aircraft 
at  that  station.  During  these  tests  he  attempted  to  break  the  Forld’s  altitude 
record,  but  being  under  orders  for  foreign  service  he  was  unable  to  remain 
at  that  field  to  realize  his  ambition.  In  a flight  on  May  31st,  1923,  he  had 
reached  an  altitude  of  approximately  34,000  feet  under  adverse  weather  condi- 
tions, when  he  found  that  his  oxygen  supply  was  practically  exhausted.  Realiz- 
ing that  this  supply  would  last  but  a minute  longer,  he  prepared  for  impending 
unconsciousness  by  placing  himself  in  position  for  automatic  control  of  his 
plane  during  his  expected  lapse  of  conscious  control.  He  placed  his  elbow 
against  his  body,  his  hand  on  the  control  stick,  leaned  forward  and  dropped  his 
head  on  his  chest.  The  wisdom  of  this  action  was  subsequently  demonstrated, 
for  as  the  plane  dived  to  lower  altitudes  he  regained  consciousness  and  suffi- 
cient control  of  his  faculties  to  enable  him  to  effect  a safe  landing,  al- 
though after  landing  he  was  too  weak  to  climb  out  of  his  plane. 

The  loss  of  these  two  officers  is  greatly  regretted  and  condolences  are 
extended  to  their  bereaved  families. 

oOo 

CAPTAIH  HOYT  STARTS  ALAS  EAR  FLIGHT 

Captain  Ross  G.  Hoyt,  Air  Corps,  started  on  his  flight  from  Hew  York  to 
Home,  Alaska,  two  days  sooner  than  he  had  originally  planned . Leaving  Mitchel 
Field,  U.Y.,  July  18th,  at  1:40  p.m.  , E.S.T.,  he  reached  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  at 
8:00  p.m.,  C.T.S.,  and  Edraont  on,  Canada,  at  5:45  a.  to.  , E.S.T.,  the  following 
day.  Latest  information  on  hand  now  is  that  he  took  off  for  White  Horse, 

Alaska',  an  hour  later. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that  the  ground  work  entailed  in  flights  of 
this  kind  arc  quite  extensive.  Flights  across  the  United  States  present  no 
greater  problem  than  to  send  telegrams  to  Air  Corps  stations  on  the  route  to 
prepare  for  the  flight,  and  the  usual  facilities  of  the  station  are  available. 

Flights  which  go  beyond  the  borders  of  the  United  States,  however,  present 
quite,  a different  problem  and  involve  a considerable  amount  of  work.  The  first 
step  is  to  secure  proper  diplomatic  clearances.  The  countries  through  which  the 
pilot  expects  to  pass  must  give  their  consent,  and  with  sane  is  usually  an  invi- 
tation to  make  use  of  whatever  facilities  they  have  on  hand.  This  gesture  is 
generally. exceedingly  polite  but  not  always  effective.  Consequently,  the  matter 
of  arranging  for  gasoline,  oil,  a few  spare  parts  and  service  must  be  handled- by 
the  G-4  of  the  flight.  Relieved  of  all  details  in  connection  with  these  ground 
arrangements,  he  need  only  be  assured  that  the  route  is  set  and  all  he  has  to  do 
is  to  navigate  his  course. 

In  two  flights  recently  made  which  passed  beyond  the  borders  of  the  United 
States,  the  officer  in  charge  of  ground  arrangements  was  fortunate  in  making 
contact  with  a former  Air  Corps  officer,  Capt . E.E.  Aldrin,  who  is  in  charge  of 
aviation  oil  development  for  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  It  was  possible  to  make  a 
contract  to  furnish  aviation  gasoline  and  oil  at  each  one  of  the  stops  in 
Central  America,  Canada  and  Alaska,  . The  signing  of  the  contract,  however,  does 
! n°t  end  the  matter,  as  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  the  supplies  be  laid  down 
at  the  airdrome  with  a working  crew  ready  to  service  the  ship" upon  landing.  This 
means,  as. a rule , 4 or  5 men  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  pilot  at  each  stop.  It 
1 is. also  highly  desirable  to  have  some  mechanical  representative  at  each  stop. 

This  can  either  be  arranged  with  Air  Corps  enlisted  personnel  or  with  the  near- 
est manufacturer’s  representative.  Then  all  these  things  aro  assured  and  tele- 
graphic, notice  is  received  from  each  station  that  arrangements  are  complete,  the 
signal  is  given  the  pilot,  and  he  may  proceed  with  full  assurance  that' his  ground 
arrangements  are  ready.  It  is  this  phase  of  the  work  in  connection  with  these 
special  projects  that  is  invariably  overlooked  by  the  outsider  both  before  and 
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NOTES  FROM  AIR  CORPS  EIELDS 
oOo 

Camp  Nichols,  P.izal,  P.I. : 

On  May  1st,  three  02-E1  s from  Camp  Nichols  and  three  Pursuit  planes  from 
Clark  Eield  made  a trip  to  Aparri . The  route  up  was  over  land  direct  and  on 
the  return  trip  the  northern  and  wostern  coast  line  of  Luzon  was  followed. 

On  May  3rd,  the  4th  Composite  Group  had  their  annual  tactical  inspection, 
which  consisted  of  a simulated  attack  on  the  island  of  Corrogidor . The  Bombers 
made  their  attack  from  the  west  and  were  assisted  by  the  Pursuit,  who  made  at- 
tacks upon  the  island  just  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  Bombers.  This  problem 
was  very  successfully  worked  out  and  after  completion  the  usual  critique  was 
held  at  Camp  Nichols. 

The  transport, "MEIGS” , on  its  last  trip  brought  with  it  1100  tons  of  freight 
for  the  Air  Corps.  This  freight  consisted  of  four  Amphibians,  four  02’ s and 
one  PW-9,  together  with  many  motors  and  other  accessories. 

On  May  7th  and  8th,  the  three  planes  of  the  38th  Bombardment  Squadron  were 
engaged  in  bombing  a tow  target  out  in  the  China  Sea  off  Corregidor.  The  first 
day  was  devoted  to  preliminary  practice  and  bombing  for  record  was  performed  the 
following  day.  The  target  was  about  25  feet  square  and  towed  by  tug  with  a 
cable  of  about  1500  feet.  The  speed  of  the  target  was  about  10  knots  per  hour. 
Bombing  was  done  across  the  direction  of  the  target  and,  as  it  happened,  also 
cross-wind  at  an  altitude  of  5000  feot.  The  results,  considering  the  amount 
of  practice  and  the  method  of  bombing,  can  be  considered  fairly  satisfactory. 
However,  it  is  hoped  that  this  kind  of  bombing  will  be  indulged  in  frequently. 

After  a rather  long  period  of  a tropical  hot  season,  Manila  found  itself 
on  the  outskirts  of  a baby  typhoon  d'.iring  the  week  end  of  May  25th,  and  with 
it  quite  a bit  of  rain.  This,  of  course,  was  a welcome  relief  to  all  concern- 
ed, for  one  thing  the  grass  is  beginning  to  grow  which  will  give  us  a chance 
for  some  more  good  golf, 

2nd  Observation  Squadron : During  the  month  of  May  the  routine  cross- 
country, test  and  miscellaneous  flights  were  made  and,  in  addition,  flights 
were  made  to  points  of  interest  in  the  Islands  for  various  purposes. 

Oapt . Wilson,  Lieuts.  Johnson  and  Nowland  participated  in  a flight  to 
Aparri  at  the  extreme  northern  edge  of  Luzon  duriiig  the  early  part  of  the  month, 

Lieut.  McDonnell  made  several  trips  to  the  vicinity  of  Clark  Eield  for 
the  purpose  of  making  photographs  of  some  of  the  surrounding  country,  but  so 
far  the  clouds  seem  to  get  there  just  a few  moments  ahead  of  the  photo  ship. 

Flights  of  a tactical  nature  were  made  to  Carranglan,  Caramba  and  San 
Miguel . 

Lieuts.  Shea,  Stearley,  Steinmetz,  Yeager,  Kennedy  and  Chapman  made 
flights  to  San  Jose  during  the  month. 

Lieuts.  Wells  and  Nowland,  piloting  Amphibians,  with  Lieut.  McDonnell  and 
Tech.  Sgt . Stockwoll,  photographers,  and  Sgt.  Duggar,  mechanic,  spent  four  days 
in  the  vicinity  of  Casigsran  Bay,  photographing  the  surrounding  country  for  the 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  with  most  gratifying  results. 

56th  Service  Squadron:  Capt . Benjamin  E.  Giles,  Air  Corps,  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Squadron,  left  on  detached  service  for  Camp  John  Hay,  Mountain 
Province,  P.I.  During  his  temporary  absence  1st  Lieut.  Earl  S.  Hoag  assumed 
command  of  the  Squadron, 

The  supplementary  pistol  target  range  season  is  now  completed.  The  men 
who  arrived  on  the  April  transport  were  given  a chance  to  qualify.  Several 
good  scores  were  turned,  in. 

Pvt. 1st  class  Domini  K.  Gosser,  who  has  been  on  the  Military  Police  force 
for  the  past  eighteen  months,  had  a motorcjrcle  crackup,  on  May  21st,  and  is  now 
in  Sternberg  General  Hospital,  Manila,  P.I.  Latest  reports  from  the  hospital 
state  that  he  is  doing  as  well  as  could  be  expected.  The  members  of  the  Squad- 
ron wish  him  a speedy  recovery. 

The  Squadron  is  planning  on  the  annual  Organization  Day,  which  will  be 
held  on  June  1st,  and  from  all  indications  it  will  be  the  best  one  held  so  far, 

6th  Photo  Sect ion, A. C.:  A number  of  photographic  missions  were  complet- 
ed during  the  month  by  the  section.  Lieut.  McDonnell  started  the  month  off 
by  completing  a shore-line  project  for  the  Corps  of  Engineers  covering  about 
250  miles  along  Tayabas,  Batangas  and  Balayas  Bays, 
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■ Headquarters,  4th  Composite  Group,  A.  C . : Headquarters  discontinued  opera- 
tions of  its  mess  April  9th,  after  "A”  Flight,  2nd  Observation  Squadron,  moved 
to  Camp;  .Nichols  from  Kinclley  Field,  Corregidor  Island,  The  2nd  Squadron  took 
over  the  mess  hall,  and  Headquarters  joined  the  66th  Service  Squadron  mess. 

, The  change  lifted  a great  responsibility  from  this  small  organization  of  only 
thirty-five  men,  releasing  grades  and  specialist  ratings  for  duties  truly  in- 
tended for  them. 

Pvt.  1st  Class  Ames  and  Pvt.  Barker,  having  completed  their  two  years  of 
foreign  service,  are  returning  to  the  "Good  Old  U.S.A."  on  the  June  transport. 

Pvt.  Porter  L.  Tompkins  transferred  to  this  organization  from  the  31st 
Infantry  on  May  10th.  Pvt.  Tompkins  held  a commission  as  1st  Lieutenant  in 
the.  infantry  during  the  late  war.  This  is  Tompkins’  first  "hitch"  in  the  Air 
. Corps, . and  from  his  attitude  during  and  since  his  first . airplane  flight  it 
appears  that  he  is  going  to  make  a good  airman. 

Many  men  of  Headquarters  have  been  escaping  the  rays  of  Old  Sol  during 
the  hot  season  by  enjoying  fifteen  days  of  detached  service  at  Baguio,  whore 
.at  five  thousand  feet  altitude  among  the  "Whispering  Pines"  the  air  is  quite 
different..  Bat  the  place  is  "All  Wet"  now,  as  the  rainy  season  is  just  begin- 
ning. 

Major  and  Mrs.  Kilner  just  returned 'from  fifteen  days’  detached  servico 
in  Baguio  and  report  a very  delightful  trip.  The  mountains  of  these  Islands 
are  full  of  cool  <ind  very  beautiful  spots,  but  about  the  only  way  one  can  reach 
thorn  is  by  the  parachute  route,  as  there  are  few  passable  roads  in  the  mountains, 

. E.  &.R.  Office,  Camp  Nichols:  The  Camp  Nichols  baseball  team  played  four 
•games  during  the  month  of  May,  winning  one  and  losing  three.  The  following 
are  the  results  of  the  games: 

Camp  Nichols  7 - Fort  McKinley  8 

" " 1 - Fort  Mills  6 

I!  I!  9 „ H II  g 

" " 3 - Post  of  Manila  6. 

The.  Nichols  Tennis  Team  played  the  Navy  Team  from  Cavite  on  our  home  courts 
on  May  12th,  winning  both  singles  and  doubles.  A week  later,  May  19th,  they 
journeyed  to  Clark  Field  and  defeated  the  Clark  Field  Team  both  in  singles  and 
doubles. 

Lieut.  Lester  M.  Pouch,  A.C.,  was  appointed  Assistant  Recreation  Officer 
and  took  charge  of  the  basketball  squad. 

Pvt.  John  J.  Stibal  copped  sixth  place  in  the  Philippine  Bowling  Associa- 
tion Singles  in  the  Duck  Pin  Tournament  with  a high  triple*  of  316. 

28th  Bombardment  Squadron, A. C. : Capt.  A.W.  Brock, Jr.,  returned  on  April 
30th,  after  spending  a leave  of  absence  visiting  points  of  interest  in  China 
and  Japan .*.1  . .••••>•• 

: .1st  Lieuts.  James  L.  Grisham  and  Paul  E.  Burrows  are  spending  a month’s 
detached  service  at  Camp  John  Hoy,  Baguio. 

The  June  transport  will  take  two  officers  of  the  Squadron  in  the  persons 
of  1st  Lieuts.  James  A.  Woodruff  and  Paul  E.  Burrows.  These  popular  officers 
were  assigned  to  Wright  Field  and  Rockwell  Field,  respectively. 

Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.,  July  2nd . 

The  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  and  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron  each  sent  a 
formation  to  March  Field  on ■ June  27th  to  Witness  the  graduation,  exorcises  of 
the  advanced  class  at  the  Primary  Training  School.  The  pilots  from  this  field 
returned,  following  the  aerial  review;  commenting  on  the  good  work  of  the  class 
at  March  Field.  . b -■  • • 

On  June  25th,  ..several  officers  from  Rockwell  Field  flew  to  Kingman,  Ari- 
zona;, . While  there- they  attended  the  dedication  of  the  Transcontinental  AirTfcui:*- 
'poert-A^yort;- in  tic.,  afternoon  and  a dance  in  the  evening. 

Officers  of.  the'' 11th  -Bombardment  Squadron  have  been  flying  practice  for- 
mation and- .some,  'bombing  and  'gunnery . Present  plans  call  for  the  use  of 
"Camera  Obscura". ; - 

Officers  of  the  95th  Pur suit  Squadron  hove  been  flying  formation  and 
practicing  aerobatics.  They  are  also  getting  practice  in  the  method  of 
approaching  tow  targets.  ~ 

The  swimming  season,  is  en  now  and  many  of  the  officers  and  their  wives 
are  taking  .advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  collect  a little  tan.  Rockwell 
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Field,  is  ideally  located  for  swimming,  having  a good  natural  beach  on  the  Is- 
land. It  is  also  close  to  all  the  resorts  in  the  vicinity  of  Coronado  and 
San  Diego . 

At  the  present  time  there  are  an  unusually  large  number  of  officers  on 
leave  or  detached  service  from  this  station.  Among  those  absent  from  the  post 
are:  Capts.  John  M. Stanley, M.C.;  H.M.Elmendorf ; E.C.Black,A,C.;  1st  Lieuts. 
Francis  B.  Valentine;  E.C. Batten;  Odas  Moon;  P.E. Burrow;  Bay  H. Clark;  2nd 
Lieuts.  J.S.Stowell;  K.J. Gregg;  H.B. Baxter;  fhW.ptt;  S.W. Robinson  and  W.C. 

Ki  ng  s bury , A . C . 

One  of  the  latest  additions  to  Rockwell  Field  is  the  new  type  speed  boat, 
for  emergency  use,  when  tow  targets  or  other  work  necessitates  planes  flying 
low  over  water.  The  new  craft  is  a Cris-Craf t standard  11  passenger  boat. 

Capt.  Herbert  Owen  Bussell,  Air  Corps  Beserve,  reported  for  two  weeks’ 
active  duty,  effective  July  1st. 

The  engagement  of  Miss  Ettie  Lockman  to  Lieut.  A.F.  Solter,A.C.,  has  been 
announced.  The  bride-to-be,  a popular  member  of  the  younger  set,  is  well  known, 
in  musical  circles  here,  being  an  accomplished  pianist  and  organist.  Lieut. 
Solter  is  a member  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  now  stationed  at  Bockwell 
Field.  The  wedding  is  planned  for  late  summer. 

2nd  Lieut.  Stanley  K.  Bobinson,  A.C.,  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  left 
this  station,  via  air,  June  22nd,  for  Washington, D.C.,  for  the  purpose  of  rep- 
resenting the  ITinth  Corps  Area  in  the  Army  Championship  Matches  to  be  held  at 
Washington  beginning  June  27th. 

Capt.  Edward  F.  French,  Signal  Corps,  paid  ah  official  visit  to  this 
station  on  June  28th,  for  purpose  of  supervising  the  installation  of  teletype 
service. 

1st  Lieut.  H.B. Chandler, A. C. , of  March  Field,  is  at  present  on  detached 
service  at  Bockwell  Air  Depot,  for  a period  of  about  two  weeks,  for  purpose  of 
observing  and  obtaining  instruction  in  the  machine  system  of  bookkeeping  now 
installed  at  this  Depot. 

The  following  named  2nd  Lieuts,  Air  Corps  Beserve,  having  completed  train- 
ing as  Flying  Cadets  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  were  ordered  to  active  duty  at  Rock- 
well Field,  for  a period  of  one  year,  effective  June  28th:  Harold  W.  Bowman; 

Dan  McGrow  Medler;  George  E.  Price;  Kenneth  A.  Rogers;  Erling  A.  Strand;  -Lloyd 
H.Watnee  and  William  R.  Casey. 

1st  Lieut.  Robert  E.  Selff,  A.C.,  having  reported  for  duty  at  this  station 
was  assigned  to  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot,  and  took  over  the  duties  of  Agent  Fi«- 
nance  Officer  and  Employment  Officer. 

1st  Lieut.  B , B. Dallas, A. C., was  appointed  Assistant  Post  Operations  Officer 
and  Assistant  Engineering  Officer,  Rockwell  Air  Depot. 

1st  Lieut.  Charles  R.  Howard,  A.C.,  a recent  arrival  at  this  station  from 
Panama,  was  assigned  to  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron. 

Examinations  for  commission  in  the  Regular  Army,  Air  Corps,  were  hold  at 
Rockwell  Field,  the  week  of  June  24-29.  The  following  named  2nd  Lieuts.  Air 
Corps  Reserve,  on  duty  at  this  station  took  the  examination:  John  H.  Bundy, 

James  Arthur  Bonin  and  Richard  B.  Stitli. 

Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  July  1st. 

Almost  simultaneously  with  Lieut.  T .A.  Sims'  orders  transferring  him  to 
the  Academic  Department  of  the  U.S  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  came  the 
announcement  that  1st  Lieut.  Earle  E.  Partridge  would  also  go  to  West  Point 
for  the  same  purpose.  Lieuts.  Sims  and  Partridge  have  both  been  on  duty-  at 
the  Advanced  Flying  School  since  they  completed  their  course  of  instruction 
here.  Lieut.  Partridge  graduated  from  West  Point  in  the  class  of  1924  and 
Lieut.  Sims,,  in  1926.  Their  departure  from  this  station  will  be  noted  with  a 
great  deal  of  regret  by  their  many  friends  and  acquaintances. 

There  has  been  a great  deal  of  activity  at  the  swimming  pool  during  the 
many  hot  days  recently.  The  swimming  pool  has  been  crowded  during  all  the 
hours  at  which  it  is  available  to  both  commissioned  and  enlisted  personnel. 

In  addition,  a number  of  garden  parties  have  been  enjoyed  at  the  swimming  pool. 

Under  the  direction  of  1st  Lieut.  S.T. Smith,  Post  Athletic  Officer,  the 
baseball  schedule  has  been  progressing  very  smoothly  and  it  was  announced  that 
a fall  schedule,  including  football,  basketball,  track,  tennis,  and  swimming 
has  been  arranged,  A system  of  grading  for  the  different  squadrons  was  effect- 
ed and  a final  standing  for  each  of  the  organizations  on  the  field  will  be  ar- 
rived at  after  completion  of  this  season.  With  the  strong  competition  which 
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characterized  the  baseball  league  during  the  hot  summer  weeks,  it  is  expected 
that  the  fall  sport s will  he  even  more  popular,  if  it  is  no s'siblc  for  them  to 
he  so . 

A splendid  boxing  card  of  seven  fast  louts  was  staged  at  the  Post  Gym- 
nasium recently  and,  it  is  believed,  the  customers  were  very  well  satisfied 
with  the  exhibition.  'A  number  of  local  fighters,  who  have  become  popular 
through  their  fistic  activities,  appeared  for  a second,  and  in  some  cases  a 
third  and-  fourth  time . 

1st  Li out . John  (Polo)  Clark  was  painfully  injured  recently  whilo  partic- 
ipating in  a baseball  game  with  his  Squadron,  when,  as  usual,  he  was  perform- 
ing the  duties  of  catcher.  Lieut.  Clark  was  unfortunate  enough  to  receive  a 
pitched  ball  full  on  the  nose  while  at  bat.  At  present  he  is  reported  to  be 
resting  as  comfortably  as  could  be  expected  in  the  base  hospital  at  Port  Sam 
Houston.  Lieut.  Clark  will  be  remembered  as  Ho.  4 on  the  champion  Kelly  Pisld 
polo  team  of  two  years  ago,  during  which  season  he  was  also  seriously  injured 
by  a fall  from  his  horse  in  the  championship  game  for  the  Southwestern  Circuit 
crepv  i: in  a,dditioh' to 'his  activities  in.  baseball,  tennis  and.  polo,  Lieut.  Clark 
'was  ihtil- his  l'ast>  injury  - a member  of  the  championship  flight  in  the  San 
Antonio  golf  tournament  which  is  being  held  at  this  -time. 

og'xi  i&t  LiieUt.  Frederick  I.  Patrick: recently  returned. from  an  extended  cross- 
"■  country  ‘trip,"  where  he  visited  the.. following  points:  Muskogee,  Oklahoma?  Kan- 
sas City,  Kansas;  St.  Louis;  Dayton,  Ohio;  Washington,  D-.G. Langley  Field, Va.; 
Mitchel  Field,  K.Y.;  Albany  and  Buffalo, H.Y.;  Selfridge  Field,.  Mich..;  St  , Louis, 
and  Muskogee,  Okla.  This  flight  was  taken  in  an  A-3  Attack  plane  and  Lieut. 
Patrick  reports  that  he  had  practically  no  difficulty  throughout  -hi s: entire  trip 

Lieuts.  Larson  and  Carr  recently  made  a night  cross-country  from  Browns- 
ville, Texas, -.to  Kelly...  Field, . as  did.  Lieut . Harvey  Ogden. 

Under  authority,  contained  in- Army  ."Regulations,  a.  Board  of  officers  consist- 
ing of  Capts.  Wm. 3. Wright-.* Jr . ,A.G.,;  Samuel  E.  Brown, M.C. ; Ernest  F.  Harrison, 
M.C.;  Wm.S .Gravely, A. C.* ; 1st  Lieuts.  John  W.  Monahan,  John  K.  Cannon  and  Law- 
rence J.  Carr, A. C.,  met  at  Kelly  Field  recently  to  conduct  the  Regular  Army 
examinations  for  the  65  Flying  Cadets  authorized  to  take  the  examination.  Of 
the  55  recently  graduated  cadets,  all  of  whom  hold  Air  Corps  Reserve  commissions 
59  completed  their  examinations,  and  it  is  the;  opinion  of  the  Board  that  this 
will  become  a promising  crop  of  young  second  lieutenants. 

Lieuts.  W.T .Larson, A..C . , and  Lawrence  J.  Carr, A. C.,  took  off  from  Kelly 
Field  on  Wednesday,  June  2.4th,  on  a proposed  flight  to  Panama,  via  St.  Louis, 
Dayton,  Washington,  Florida,  Cuba  and  Nicaragua.  These  officers  arrived  at 
Langley  Field  on  the  28tli  and  it  is  expected  that  they  will.- proceed  from  there. 

Clark  Field,  P.mmoanga,  P.I.,  June  1st. 

May  13th  wa.s  a gala  day  for  Clark  Field  - the  occasion  .being  the  10th  an- 
niversary of  the  Squadron.  Baseball  in  the  morning  worked  up  an  appetite,  and 
we’ll  say  it  was  satisfied.  The  Mess  Hall  was  decorated  with  Air  Corps  and 
national  colors,  supplemented  1 y fresh  cut  flowers  from  our  lawns.  Capt . Law- 
rence P.  Hickey,  commanding  during  the  absence  of  Maj . Cousins  in. the  States, 
gave  an  address  on  the  history  and  achievement  of  the  organization;  and  our 
Adjutant,  1st  Lieut.  Charles  A.  Horn,  gave  some  interesting  ideas  on  Philippine 
Service  in  general  and  service  in  this  outfit  in  particular.  A local  vaudeville 
•‘troupe  did  its  stuff,  while  a native  stringed  orchestra  and  a section  of  the 
24th  Field  Artillery  Band  furnished  opportunity  for  dancing.  Pvts.  Finkel stein 
and  Manning  demonstrated  that  A1  Jolsen  missed  a bit,  while  Staff  Sgts.  Dear- 
born and  Mitchell,  Sgt.  Mi 11 ikon  and  Pvt.  Simpson,  in  a quartet*  produced  har- 
mony that  should  be  presented  to  the  world.  It  might  be  mentioned  that  -pnter- 
tainment  was  furnished  by  Sam  Miguel  - you  know  it  was  a good  party.  , . 

The  Squadron’s  chicken  farm  is  progressing.  An  eight-foot  fence  incloses 
a four  hundred  foot  runway  and  two  and  a half  dozen  of  the  purest  Rhode  Island 
Reds  that  can  be  pured.  A short  time  will  also  find  some  two  hundred  onc-poun ti- 
ers fattening  for  the  Squadron  Mess. 

Talking  about  gunnery  scores’  And  Utopian  dreams ’.  When  Capt.  Lawrence  P. 
Hickey  turned  in  a score  of  358  with  42  bull's  eyes  to  his  credit  for  tow  tar- 
get gunnery  you  may  well  expect  it  caused  considerable  comment  and  congratula- 
tions. 

Wonder  of  wonders  of  the  world'.  Twenty-eight  soldiers  in  plus  fours,  new 
balls,  new  greens  and  green  players.  The  Clark  Field  Golf  Club  (enlisted)  was 
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organized  on  May  23di  A nine-hole  course  was  laid  out  and  considerable  work  has 
already  been  accomplished.  The  middle  of  June  is  set  for  the  official  opening 
of  the  course.  We  have  with  us  a pro  (enlisted)  who  has  signified  his  desire  to 
spread  the  gospel  of  golf.  And,  as  intimated  previously,  twenty-eight  enthus- 
iasts are  awaiting  his  pleasure.  Clubs  were  bought  in  Manila  in  bulk  for  all 
players,  thus  reducing  the  initial  cost  and  enabling  even  the  "Buck  Private"  to 
be  a participant.  Golf  Bugs  are  increasing  alarmingly,  and  it  is  not  an  unusual 
thing  to  perceive  an  enthusiast  out  on  the  links  in  the  twilight  chopping  indus- 
triously at  a seemingly  phantom  ball.  A good  deal  of  the  credit  for  this  ex- 
cellent installation  goes  to  Staff  Sgt . Prank  H.  Lord  and  Sgt . William  A.  Milli- 
ken.  Let  us  hasten  to  add  the  name  of  Lieut.  Clarence  S.  Irvine,  without  whom 
our  troubles  would  be  infinitely  multiplied.  We  believe  that  we  have  some  fine 
material  and  entertain  high  hopes  for  future  developments  and  accomplishment. 

Angeles  is  gradually  recuperating  from  the  disastrous  fire  which  occurred 
there  a few  weeks  ago.  Small  shops  have  sprung  up  along  the  main  thorofare, 
displaying  their  remaining  merchandise  which  was  salvaged  from  the  fire.  Labor- 
ers are  industriously  erecting  new  buildings  in  lieu  of  the  charred  debris  which 
is  still  somewhat  scattered  about. 

Capt . Lawrence  P.  Hickey,  Lieuts.  Thomas  W.  Blackburn,  Orvil  A.  Anderson 
and  Clarence  S.  Irvine  made  a trip  to  San  Jose,  Mindoro,  this  month.  They  re- 
ported a most  interesting  trip  seeing  the  picturesque  country  and  the  unique 
costumes  that  the  natives  of  that  territory  wear. 


Prance  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  June  24th. 

Combined  training  with  other  arms  of  the  service  is  the  major  part  of  the 
work  of  the  6th  Composite  Group  at  present,  which  includes  Infantry  Contact  and 
Liaison  missions,  tow  target  work  for  the  Anti-aircraft  (mostly  night  missions) . 
During  the  month  of  April,  the  Group  flew  752  hours  and  55  minutes,  and  in  May 
647  hours  and  45  minutes.  Most  of  this  time  was  in  connection  with  the  train- 
ing with  other  arms  of  the  service. 

During  the  past  month  Staff  Sgts.  M.M.Rozburski,  E.Y. McGinnis,  and  W.C. 
Ashby  arrived  at  this  Station  as  replacements  for  Staff  Sgts.  S.  Lapek,  H. 

Garst  and  Y.L.  Gard. 

1st  Lieut.  William  B.  Souza,  A.C.,  left  this  station  June  19th,  per  ex- 
piration tour  to  foreign  service,  for  reassignment  to  Mitchel  Field,  E.Y. 

Lieuts.  Robinson,  Harmon,  Davies  and  Canfield  and  Sgts.  Jewell,  Hawkins, 
Wright  and  Cpl.  Bull  left  this  station  June  19th  for  Langley  Field  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  and  ferrying  from  that  station  to  Franco  Field,  four  LB-6 
Bombardment  planes. 

The  following  letter  was  received  by  Capt.  (Rudy) -W.  Propst,  Air  Corps 
Supply  Officer,  from  1st  Lieut.  Orin  J.  Bushey.A.C.,  now  on  detached  service  at 
Langley  Field  in  connection  with  the  Gunnery  and  Bombing  Competition: 

Maxwell  Field, Ala., 

May  18,  1929. 

Dear  Boss  Joe: 

The  gas  you  gave  us  was  not  nuff  to  get  us  here  - likewise  oil,  so  we  had 
to  by  sum  moar  even  tho  the  airport  of  David  chipped  in  when  we  stopped  to  get 
our  $8.00  expense  message. 

They  - Pardoe's  marines  - were  kind  to  us  at  Managua,  seeing  how  tite  you 
was  with  your  gas,  and  helped  out  with  200  gal  gas  and  25  oil  (gave  receipt 
only) . 

At  Belize,  Cronau  thot  he  just  had  to  have  something  before  crossing  to 
Cuba.  Bot  him  gas  from  C.  Meloda  & Sons  - vouchers  enclosed.  I think  some  bod;:7 
will  have  to  send  them  a check  tho.  You  didnt  give  me  any  blanks  on  Mr.  Mel- 
lon* s account. 

Also  vouchers  for  J.C. Terrill  at  Belize.  Stopped  at  San  Julian  (Mendoza) 
Cuba,  We  didn*t  need  gas  exactly  but  had  got  the  habit  - vouchers  enclosed. 
Check,  please,  Havana  Cuba.  * 

The  gas  habit  is  a little  like  the  beer  habit.  Wo  stop  frequently.  Will 
mail  remaining  vouchers  from  Langley  Field.  Should  they  not  be  made  out  as 
you  want  them  let  me  know  by  mail  while  at  Langley  so  proper  receipts  and  sig- 
natures can  be  obtained  on  the  return  trip. 

We  are  now  at  the  most  dangerous  part  of  our  trip.  So  far  almost  all  the 
time  we  were  within  gliding  distance  of  water.  From  now  bn  we  must  fly  over 
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land.  I have  heard  it  was  a dry  land  too  hut  my  nose  is  suspicious  of  that. 

Yesterday  we  came  from  Jacksonville  and  at  no  time  could  we  see  any  water 
in  which  to  make  a .forced  landing.  A strange  sight  to  see  no  mountains,  nothing 
in  fact,  hut  farms,  fields  and  pastures  under  us  in  case  of  trouble . 

Today  it  has  rained  all  day  long  - low  clouds,  etc.  We  are  taking  a need- 
ed rest.  Ships  are  being  cleaned  and  pressed..  Under  the  soot  and  oil  they 
found  blue  paint.  They  are  in  excellent  shape  tho. 

Cant . Aker's  also  is  held  up  here.  If  weather  clears  we  will  get  away  to- 
morrow - (Monday)  and  reach  Langley  in  the  afternoon. 

There  has  just  been  published  a complete  change  in  TR  44G-40.  Everything 
practically  is  changed  with  regard  to  Aerial  Gunnery  and  Bombing.  The  new  Reg- 
ulations were  distributed  here  yesterday  so  you  will  get  them  shortly. 

Peacy  took  off  for  Payton  from  Jacksonville  yesterday.  I don’t  think  he 
will  use  any  purchase  orders.  He  said  lie  wouldn’t  use  any  more  gas  than  he 
could  help. 

Will  close  now,  we  are.  going  in  to  town  for  a show  and  eats.  Will  send 
remainder  of  forms  AC  238  from  Langley . 

Give  our  regards  to  all.  Will  write  Col  Fisher  from  Langley  in  regard  to 
full  trip. 

************** 

Hoping  you  are  the  same,  I remain 

Sincerely, 

Grin  J. 

Selfridge  Field,  Mt . Clemens , Mi ch . , July  11th . 

. Pilots  in  three  planes  from  this  field  flew  to  Jackson  and  attended  the 
celebration  of  the  forming  of  the  Republican  Party  at  that  point.  The  planes 
left  here  in  the  morning  and  returned  in  the  afternoon. 

Three  extended  flights  have  been  made  by  the  personnel  of  this  field. 

Lieut.  French  making  a trip  to  Billings,  Mont,  and  return;  Lieut.  Moore  to  San 
Antonio  and  return;  and  Lieut.  Cobb  to  Boston  and  return  via  Port  Ethan  Allon. 

Lieut-.  Barr  of  tho  15th  Squadron  proceeded  by  train  to  Los  Angeles  and 
flew  a new  Douglas  02-K  to  this  station  where  it  was  delivered  to  the  Michigan 
National  Guard  Squadron  at  Detroit. 

The  15th  Squadron  is  very  bus;’  at  this  time  with  its  missions.  Lieut. 
Hamilton  is  at  present  on  probably  the  longest  mission  for  the  summer  as  he  is 
photographing  about  eight  thousand  square  miles  in  the  northern  part  of  Wiscon- 
sin. He  is  assisted  in  this  work  by  Sgt . Rhodes  of  the  Photographic  Section. 

At  present  this  flight  is  based  at  Wausau,  Wise.,  whore  they  are  being  excel- 
lently taken  Gar o of  by  our  old  friend  Johnny  Weeds. 

Lieut.  Elliott  and  Sgt.  Davis  are  at  Bowman  Field  flying  tow  target  work 
for  the  Reserve  camps  at  Camp  Knox. 

Lieut.  Upthegrcve  and  Lieut.  Shanahan  completed  a radio  mission  at  Camp 
Sparta  for  the  Artillery  at  that  point,  last  week  end. Lieut.  Shanahan  and  Lieut. 
Johnson  are  at  present  absent  from  this  station  on  a radio  mission  with  the 
troops  at  Fort  Sheridan. 

Lieut.  Harding  has  been  absent  from  the  Post  for  two  weeks  attending  a 
football  coaching  school  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  in  preparation  for  a tour  of 
duty  at  West  Point  this  fall. 

The  field  was  extremely  sorry  to  bid  Good-bye  to  Lts.  Mallory,  Robinson, 
Keillor  and.  Irvin  who  left  in  the  early  part  of  this  month  for  duty  at  tho 
Training  Center  at  San  Antonio . 

The  Concord  Club  at  Mt. Clemens,  which  is  an  old  German  Club  of  that  city, 
was  the  scene  of  a very  fine  party  ..given  by  Maj . Ballantyne,  Capt . Gray  and  Capt. 
Johnston.  These  three  officers  were  all  due  for  their  promotion  on  about  the 
same  date,  so  the  affair  was  in  the  lino  of  a promotion  party.  A very  excellent 
Gorman  dinner  was  served  and  cards  and.  music  were  indulged  in  afterwards . 

During  the  month  of  June,  the  personnel  of  tho  field  were  very  pleased  to 
have  on  duty  Capt.  Spiedel  of  tho  German  General  Staff.  Capt.  Spiedcl  was  at- 
tached to  the  15th  Observation  Squadron  and.  while  not  a pilot,  showed  himself  to 
be  very  interested  in  Observation  work.  He  made  the  trips  to  Sioux  City  and 
Rochester  and  also  spent  a couple  of  days  at  Camp  Skeel.  He  was  mi  asset  to  tho 
Post  socially,  and  all  were  very  sorry  to  see  him  leave  and  hope  he  will  return 
some  time  soon.  Prior  to  his  departure  lie  entertained  his  friends  at  the  Field 
with  dinner  at  the  Concord  Club  and  it  was  a most  onjo2rable  affair. 
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Several  service  tests  rare  being  carried  out  at  this  station  at  the  present 
time.  The  Typo  A-3  bomb  roloase  was  tried  out  at  the  last  camp  at  Oscoda.  The 
new  zipper  bags  for  pilots  had  been  tried  out  and  the  report  has  been  forwarded. 

Langley  Field,  Vo. . July  17th . 


19th  Airship  Company  - By  2nd  Lt . B.T .Starkey:  The  TC-6  returned  to  Lang- 
ley on  the  17th  of  June  from  Lakehurst,  N.J.,  where  it  was  used  for  .advertising 
the  Garden  Party  on  Governor’s  Island  for  the  benefit  of  the  Army  Relief  Pund. 
1st  Lieut.  M.E.  KcHugo  was  in  command  of  the  ship. 

An  observation  mission,  in  cooperation  with  the  Coast  Artillery,  was  flown 
June  19th,  Observation  of  the  firing  was  transmitted  by  radio  to  the  ground 
troops.  The  firing  was  done  by  the  first  class  of  Cadets  from  the  Military 
Academy,  West  Point. 

A brief  inspection  of  the  Airship  Hangar  was  made  by  the  Cadets  on  June. 
21st.  2nd  Lt . B.T.  Starkey  assumed  charge  of  the  Cadets  upon  their  arrival  and 
escorted  them  around  the  big  hangar,  at  the  same  time  lecturing  on  the  moro  in- 
teresting phases  of  Balloon  and  Airship  Work. 

The  19th  Airship  Company  for  the  second  year  in  succession  won  the  baseball 
championship  of  Langley  Pield  by  defeating  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School  Detach- 
ment, runner-up,  by  the  decisive  score  of  27  to  4.  In  two  previous  contests 
each  team  won  a game  and  considerable  interest  was  in  evidence,  as  it  was 
thought  that  the  deciding  game  would  be  hard  fought  throughout.  However,  it  de- 
veloped into  a field  day  for  the  19th,  as  three  pitchers  of  the  Air  Corps  Tacti- 
cal School  gave  up  25  hits,  many  of  them  for  extra  bases.  Een  Shaver,  on  the 
mound  for  the  19th,  yielded  but  six  hits  and  really  deserved  -a  shut-out.  All 
the  games  in  the  League  this  year  were  unusually  well  attended  by  the  Post  Per- 
sonnel, indicating  a growing  interest  in  our  National  Game. 

On  June  27th,  a mission  was  flown  in  cooperation  with  the  Coast  Artillery 
of  Port  Monroe.  Major  Kennedy,  from  the  Chief's  Office,  participated  therein. 
The  mission  was  not  as  successful  as  in  the  past  due  to  trouble  developing  in 
the  ground  radio  set,  making  it  necessary  to  relay  messages  through  the  tug. 

The  Artillery  firing  is  done  by  the  first  year  class  of  Cadets  of  the  United 
States  Military  Academy  and  is  part,  of  the  training  being  given  the  class  at 
the  three  military  posts  on  the  poninsual. 

Several  training  and  demonstration  flights  were  made  during  the  past  week 
for  the  West  Point  Cadets.  Only  a limited  number  of  the  Cadets  were  accommo- 
dated on  these  flights  as  very  little  time  was  allotted  to  this  phase  of  train- 
ing. 


Recruiting  was  resumed  for  the  19th  Company  with  the  object  of  bringing 
the  organization  up  to  its  present  authorized  strength  of  176  men. 

The  Inter-post  Baseball  series  between  Langley  Pield  and  Monroe,  and  Port 
Pustis  will  begin  July  13,  1929.  The  Squadron  teams  at  Langley  disbanded,  and 
the  pick  of  the  various  teams  are  being  coached  by  Lieut.  Armstrong  to  repre- 
sent Langley  for  this  year.  The  19th  Airship  Company’s  team  has  seven  represen- 


tatives on  the  Post  Team. 


Only  one  flight  was  made  from  this  organization  during  the  past  week,  a 
photographic  mission  to  Kitty  Hawk,  North  Carolina,  being,  made  on  the  5th  of 
July  in  connection  with  the  bombing  of  a steamer,  which  had  run  aground  nearby. 
Sound  photos  were  made  by  representatives  of  the  Paramount  Company. 

2nd  Lieut.  William  J.  McCracken,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  was  assigned  to  the 
19th  on  active  duty  for  a period  of  one  year. 

1st  Lieut.  George  G.  Lundberg,  Air  Corps,  was  transferred  tc  Langley  Pield 
and  attached  for  flying  duty  with  the  19th  Airship  Company,  effective,  June  6th. 
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Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 
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THE  ONE-DAY  PANAMA  TO  KELLY  FIELD  PLIGHT 
Ry  A.M.  Jacobs 

Wright  Field,  Dayton, 0. 

Lieut.  Westside  T.  Larson,  Air  Corps,  recently  reporoed  at  the  Materiel 
Division  as  one  of  the  officers  selected  for  the  Navigation  School  Course,  a 
little  late  for  the  opening,  having  been  delayed  by  participation  in  a rather 
notable  flight.  With  Lieut.  Lawrence  J.  Carr  as  co-pilot,  Lieut.  Larson,  on 
July  11th,  flew  from  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  to  Kelly  Field,  San 
Antonio,  Texas.  Although  attempts  have  been  made  by  others  to  accomplish  this 
flight  in  one  day  - it  is  a distance  of  2030  miles  - this  is  the  first  time  it 
was  crowned  with  success. 

The  two  pilots  left  Kelly  Field  on  June  25th  in  a standard  A-3  (Curtiss 
Falcon  equipped  with  a D-12  engine)  with  the  double  purpose  of  gaining  cross- 
country experience  and  of  trying  out  the  practicability  of  delivering  planes 
by  ferry  to  certain  of  our  southern  foreign  possessions.  No  extra  gas  tanks 
or  other  unusual  equipment  were  installed,  the  plane  being  used  as  taken  from 
the  line  for  the  ordinary  flights  of  the  field. 

Their  first  port  of  call  was  Muskogee,  Oklahoma,  then  Washington,  D.C. 

They  spent  June  27th  in  Washington,  then  took  off  for  Langley  Field,  Va., 
Fayetteville,  N.C . ; Brunswick,  Ga. ; Jacksonville  and  Miami,  Fla.,  and  Havana, 
Cuba,  by  way  of  Key  West,  Fla.  They  spent  three  days  in  Havana  inspecting  Air 
Corps  Fields  and  equipment  and'  on  July  2nd  took  off  for  Belize,  British  Hondur- 
as, accomplishing  the  200-mile  course  over  water  without  difficulty.  On  land- 
ing at  Belize,  however,  they  bogged  on  a new  field  into  soft  mud,  bending  the 
propeller.  This  necessitated  a layover  for  the  installation  of  a n ew  propeller. 
On  July  6th  thejr  proceeded  to  Managua,  Nicaraugua;  on  July  7th  to  David,  Panama 
and  then  to  France  Field. 

At  France  Field  a new  motor  was  installed,  and  on  July  11th  they  were 
ready  for  a gallant  endeavor.  Not  much  had  been  said  of  their  plans;  no  prep- 
aration for  speedy  refueling  had  been  made;  no  work  of  their  coming  sent  to 
the  various  fields,  at  which  they  would  have  to  stop,  in  order  that  they  might 
have  the  benefit  of  expert  service  and  ready  food,  but  in  their  hearts  the  two 
airmen  knew  when  they  gave  the  plane  the  gun  at  3:30  A.M.,  Eastern  Standard 
Time,  that,  if  they  could,  make  it,  they  would  be  bunking  in  their  own  Kelly 
Field  before  another  twenty-four  hours  had  go no  round  the  clock.  For  more  than 
an  hour  they  were  baffled  by  the  worst  sort  of  weather,  and  they  could  only  fly 
‘around  the  field  hoping  for  a break  in  the  clouds.  Finally  it  came,  and  they 
crossed  the  Isthmus  of  Managua,  where  they  gassed  and  snatched  a bite  to  eat, 
‘leaving  as  soon  as  possible  for  Minatitlan,  Mexico.  Between  Managua  and 
Minatitlan  they,  stiruck  a stretch  of  very  bad  weather,  the  clouds  being  so  dense 
that  they  seriously  considered  turning  back.  But  they  kept  on  and  at  Minatit- 
lan came  into  a small  field  which  was  almost  deserted.  Although  the  most 
courteous  service  was  given  them,  once  their  presence  was  made  known,  valuable 
time  was  lost  in  further  diplomatic  attentions  which,  though  appreciated  and 
interesting,  they  would  have  preferred  to  escape.  Having  finally  received  the 
necessary  fuel,  however,  they  again  took  off,  striking  out  for  Brownsville, 

Texas.  Here  their  needs  were  attended  to  pronto,  and  by  9:50  they  were  off 
for  Kelly  Field  where  they  came  down  tired,  but  content,  two  hours  later. 

In  21  hours  and  20  minutes  elapsed  time  (19  hours  and  45  minutes  flying 
time),  delays,  storms,  mountains  and  live  volcanoes  included,  they  had  reached 
their  goal,  and  it  was  good  to  be  home  again.  To  have  proved  that  the  Canal 
Zone  lies  but  twenty  hours  distant  from  the  United  States  for  the  standard  plane 
of  the  service  was  not  such  a bad  day's  work  for  two  flyers  off  on  cross-country. 

The  News  Letter  Correspondent  from  Kelly  Field  submitted  the  following 
report  covering  the  round  trip  flight  from  that  Field  to  France  Field,  Panama, 

- 267  - V-5927, A.C. 


of  Lieuts.  Lac's  on  and  Carr,  which  involved  a total  distance  of  6,441  miles: 

The  flyers  departed  from  Kelly  Field  at  12:10  P.M.,  Tuesday,  June  25,1929, 
and  landed  at  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  at  4:50  P.M.,  Sunday,  July  7th. 

The  return  flight  was  made  in  20  hours  and  20  minutes.  They  loft  France 
:Field  at  3:30  'A. Me,  Thursday,  July  11th,  and  arrived  at  Kelly  Field  at  11:50 
P.M.  the  same  date.  Only  three  stops  were  made  - Managua,  Nicaragua;  Minatitlar. 
Mexico  and  Brownsville,  Texas. 

The  diary  of  the  flight  is  given  "below: 

Tuesday,  June  25,  1929 . (Kelly  - Muskogee,  Oklahoma,  483  miles.)  Left  Kelly 
at  12:10  P.M.  leather  excellent,  "but  with  the  first  north  wind  in  months.  Ar- 
rived Muskogee  5:l0P.M.  Stayed  over  night. 

Wednesday  mohhing,  June  26th.  (Muskogee  - Bolling,  1078  miles.)  Left 
Muskogee,  Okla.,  at  5:00  A.M.  Passed  over  St.  Louis  at  8:15  A.M,  and  continued 
on  to  Wright  Field,  where  we  landed  at  noon,;  Eastern  time.  Had  lunch,  and  left 
Wright  at  2:00  P.M.,  arriving  at  Bolling  Field,  D.C.,  at  5:10  P.M. 

Thursday,  June  27th,  was “spent  procuring  maps,  all  weather  data  we  could 
get,  and  having  our  ship  checked  over  at  Bolling  Field* 

Friday,  June  28th.  (Bolling  - Redfern  Field,  Ga.,  585  miles.)  Weather  was 
"bad  to  the  south  but  clear  toward  Langley.  Received  a clearance  for  Langley, 
and  took  off  at  9:10  A.M.  Weather  was  g6od,  but  had  a thick  layer  of  broken 
clouds  at  1000  ft.  Arrived  Langley  at  10:20  A.M.  Oil  pressure  was  lower  than 
it  had  been,  so  we  had  it  increased  at  Langley.  Left  Langley  Field  at  12:20 
P.M.  and  arrived  Camp  Bragg,  N.C.,  at  2:25  P.M.  Weather  was  reported  poor  to 
the  south  biit  was  good  at  Camp  Bragg,  and  seemed  good  as  far  south  as  we  could 
see.  Left  Camp  Bragg  at  2:45  and  about  two  hours  later  ran  into  bad  weather. 
After  dodging  storms  and  rains  we  finally  reached  Savannah,  Ga.,  but  at  Bruns- 
wich,  Ga.,  it  began  to  get  dark  and,  hot. knowing  whether  or  not  the  field  at 
Jacksonville  was  lighted,  we  landed  at  Redfern  Field,  near  Brunswick,  at  7:45 
P.M.,  60  miles  north  of  Jacksonville.  Staked  and  covered  our  plane  and  stayed 
at  a Resort  Hotel  near  the  field.  ■•■•••• 

Saturday,  June  29th;  (Redfern  Field,  Ga.  - Havana:  642  miles.)  We  left 
Redfern  Field  at  6:00  A.M-..  and  arrived  at  Jacksonville  at  6:35  A.M.  The  field 
was  deserted.  A milkman  finally  came  along  and  we  bought  our  breakfast  from 
him.  Finally  got  gasoline  and  service  and  left  Jacksonville  at  8:30  A.M.,  ar- 
riving at  the  Pan-American  Field  at  Miami,  Fla.,  at.  11:30  A.M.  Had  lunch,  ser- 
viced plane  with  gasoline,  and  left  Miami  at  12:35  P.M.  Weather  was  good,  vis-, 
ibility  excellent.  Flew  down  the  coast  to  Key  West  and  then  headed  toward 
Havana.  The  time  intervening  between  our  losing  sight  of  Key  West  until  we  saw 
the  island  of  Cuba  was. only  4 minutes.  Flew  over.  Morro  Castle  and  then  headed 
for  Campo  Columbia,  where  we  landed  at  2:55  P.M.  Tried  to  learn  all  we  could 
of  Havana,  and  planned  on  leaving  at  5:00  A.M. 

Tuesday,  July  2nd.  (Havana  - Belize, B.K.,  623  miles.)  In  the  meantime 
some  curious  onlooker  had  pulled  the  dump  valve  on  the  main  tank,  while  the 
ship  was  in  the  hangar,  but  the  valve  stuck  closed.  Tuesday  morning  it  vibrate? 
open  when  the  motor  was  started.  We  had  to  drain  and  remove  the  auxiliary  tank, 
close  the  dump  valve,  and  replace  the  auxiliary  tank.  We  only  lost  about  two 
gallons  of  gas  out  of  the  main  tank  and,  after  a delay  of  an  hour  and  a quarter, 
left  Havana  at  6:15  A.M#,  headed  for  Pinar  Del  Rio,  then  La  Fe,  then  the  tip  of; 
the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  then  across  the  water  for  Cozumel  Island  off  the  coast 
of  Yucatan.  Weather  good,  scattered  clouds  about  2000  feet.  Water  jump  took 
us  1 hour  and  25  minutes.  From  Cozumel  we  headed  down  the  coast  to  Belize, 
British  Honduras,  landing  at  the  Pan-American  Field  at  12:30  P.M.,  Eastern  Time* 
Had  to  gas  out  of  five-gallon  cans.  Taxied  down  to  end  of  field  and  started 
turning  around  when  left  wheel  sank  into  the  ground  until  the  left  wing  rested 
on  the  ground  and  prevented  it  going  further.  Before  the  motor  could  be  stop- 
ped the  tips  of  the  propeller  struck  the  ground  and  bent  them  about  three  in-* 
ches  out  of  line.  Went  into  town  and  requested  France  Field  to  send  up  a prop 
on  the  next  Pan-American  plane. 

Prop  arrived  Friday,  July  .5th,  was  put  on  the  ship  the  same  day.  Nothing 
of  interest  in  Belize.  Called  on  Governor  and  visited  the  only  place  of  inter- 
est in  Belize  - the  jail.  We  were  the  first  visitors  they  had  since  1927. 

On  the  night  of  July  4th,  Mr.  Harvey,  an  American,  had  a turkey  dinner  to 
celebrate  the  Fourth.  We  ate  our  share  of  the  turkey. 

July  6th.  ( Belize, B.H.  - Managua,  Nicaragua,  378  miles.)  Left  Belize  at 
6:00  o’clock.  Headed  down  the  coast  to  Puerto  Barrios  and  then  across  the  val- 
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ley  to  the  west  of  Tegucigalpa  to  Fonseca  Bay,  then  followed  a line  of  volcanoes 
about  15  miles  inland  to  Managua,  Nicaragua.  Saw  thr$e  active  volcanoes.  Two 
gave  forth  a steady  stream  of  smoke.  The  third  belched  forth  a great  big  black 
puff  every  58  seconds.  Landed  at  Managua  at  11:45.  $ act. •lunch  at  the  Marine 

Corps  Mess  and  left  at  1:00  P.M.  Scattered  clouds  and  pain  storms  all  around. 
Weather  began  to  get  thick  after  an  hour  and  a half.  -At.  the  end  of  two  hours 
we  were  right  on  the  ground,  came  to  a hole,  climbed  up  through  and  headed 
back  towards  Managua.  After  5 hours  and  20  minutes  of, fighting  clouds  and  rain, 
landed  at  Managua  and  spent  the  night  there.  ,?:/ 

July  7th.  (Managua,  Nicaragua  - France  Field,  C.Z.,  552  miles.)  Left 
Managua  at  6:00  A.M.  and  arrived  David  at  10:30.  Had  lunch  and  left  David  at 
2:30  P M.,  landing  at  France  Field  at  4:50  P.M. 

July  8th.  Inspection  of  motor  disclosed  crack  about  8 inches  long  in 
crank  case.  Changed  motors  and  had  ship  ready  for  test  at  2:30  P.M. .July  9th. 

July  10th.  Gave  ship  8 hours’  flying,  had  it  inspected  and  chocked  and 
ready  to  go  on  the  morning  of  the  11th.  Wonderful  cooperation,  help  and  assist- 
ance was  given  to  us  by  France  Field. 

July  11th.  (France  Field, C.Z.-  Kelly  Field,  Texas, 2100  miles.)  Weather 
clear  at  France  Field,  but  lightning  and  thunderstorms  all  around.  Took  off  at 
3:30  A.M.  and  waited  for  storms  to  break.  Climbed  to  10,000  feet  but  could 
not  get  over  them.  At  4:30  A.M. , storms . cleared  enough,  so  wo  decided  to  start 
for  David.  Flew  above  broken  clouds  and  rain.  Daylight  came  at  6:10  and  as 
weather  cleared  a little,  landed  at  Managua  at  8:50  Central  Time  (552  miles). 
The  Marines  gave  us  very  quick  service,  had  breakfast  ready  for  us  and  repair- 
ed oil  leak  in  hose  connection,  and  we  left  Managua  at  9:15,  heading  for  Fon- 
seca Bay.  Weather  looked  good  over  the  mountains  and  decided  to  cross  hump  at 
this  point  and  go  up  the  east  coast,  hoping  for  better  weather  and  favorable 
winds.  Went  up  the  Valley  as  far  as  Potherillos  and  then  turned  to  Puerto 
Barrios.  There  we  encountered  low  foggy  clouds  and  what  seemed  to  us  to  be  a 
general  storm.  Climbed  up  through  the  clouds.  At  6,000  feet  it  was  clear, 
with  another  layer  of  clouds  above  us  at  about  10,000  feet.  A little  to  the 
right  of  our  course  we  saw  what  we  thought  was  sunlight  between  two  storms. 

We  headed  that  way  and  passed  between  the  storms.  The  ground  was  obscured  by 
clouds  for  about  2 hours.  We  finally  hit  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  about  40  miles 
east  of  Porto  Mexico,  turned  west  and  landed  at  Minatitlan  at  3:15  P.M.  (691 
miles).  Customs  delayed  us  there.  We  were  not  allowed  to  put  gasoline  in  our 
ship  until  it  had  been  O.K.’d  by  the  Customs.  We  finally  got  them  out  to  the 
field  and  managed  to  get  away  from  Minatitlan  at  4:30  P.M.,  landing  after  dark, 
at  9:30  at  Brownsville  (614  miles).  We  took  on  50  gallons  of  gas,  had  a sand- 
wich, and  left  at  9:50.  Low  clouds  opposite  George  West  forced  us  down  to  400 
feet  and  we  arrived  at  Kelly  at  11:50  P.M. , Thursday,  July  11th. (243  miles.) 

oOo 

NAME  FOR  NEW  SHREVEPORT  .AIR  FIELD 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  directed  that  the  new  flying  field  about  to  be 
established  at  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  which,'  in  the  near  future,  is  to  be  the 
ho;ne  of  the  Third  Attack  Group,  Army  Air  Corps,  now  stationed  at  Fort  Crockett, 
Galveston,  Texas,  be  named  Barksdale  Field,  in  honor  of  the  late  Lieutenant 
Eugene  Hoy  Barksdale  who  lost  his  life  August  11,  1926,  while  flight-testing  an 
Observation  type  airplane  near  Dayton,  Ohio.  Lieutenant  Barksdale’s  name  was 
selected  from  the  names  of  three  flying  officers  of  the  Regular  Army  who  lost 
their  lives  in  the  service  in  line  of  duty,  because  of  the  outstanding  service 
he  performed  both  during' the  Waf  while  in  France  and  in  this  country  in  the 
years  which  followed. 

X Lieutenant  Barksdale  was  born  in  Mississippi  on  November  5,  1895,  and 
graduated  from  the  Mississippi  A.  & M.  College.  Shortly  after  the  outbreak  of 
the  War  he  enlisted  in  the  military  service  and  joined  a training  camp.  Trans- 
ferred to  the  Aviation  Section,  Signal  Corps,  on  July  15,  1917,  he  was  sent  to 
the  School  of  Military  Aeronautics,  Austin,  Texas,  for  ground  school  instruc- 
tion. Shortly  following  his  graduation  from  this  school  he  was  sent  to  duty 
overseas.  He  received  his  flying  and  machine  gun  training  in  England,  and 
while  serving  with  the  British  Air  Force  on  the  front  he  received  official  cred- 
it for  the  destruction  of  three  enemy  aircraft.  In  addition,  he  participated 
in  the  destruction  of  five  other  enemy  aircraft.  He  served  with  the  25th  U.S. 
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Ae.ro,  Squadron  from  October  15,  1918-,'  until  his  return- to  the  United  Stated  in 
February,  1919.  Until  October,  1923,  he  served  at  Mitchel  Field,  New  York,  and 
thereafter  until  his  death  at  McCbbld' Field, Dayton, Ohio,  where  he  was  on  duty  as 
test  pilot.  i'.vh 

• Lieutenant  Barksdale  was  a .second  degree  member  of  the  Caterpillar  Club, 
by  virtue  of  the  fact  that  on  two  occasions,  while  flight -testing  new  types  of 
airplanes,  he  was  forced  to  jump  with  his  parachute  in  order  to  save  his  life. 

The  work  of  a test  pilot  is  to  determine  the  various  strains  and  stresses  a 
plane  is  capable1  of.  withstanding  in  different  attitudes  of  flight.  The  planes 
he  piloted  on  those  two  flights  were  not  strong  enough  structurally  to  meet 
the  test  requirements  and  failure  in  the  air  resulted. 

Lieutenant  Barksdale  met  his  death  while  flight -testing  an  Observation 
plane  to  determine  its  spinning  characteristics.  After  purposely  placing  the 
plane  in  a spin,  all  the  skill  he  no  doubt  exerted  to  bring  the  plane  back  to 
normal  flight  proved  without  avail  and  he.  finally  attempted  to  jump  out  with 
his  parachute.  Through  somei  mischance’,'  however , the  parachute  was  -caught  in 
some  part  of  the,  plane  and  he  was  unable  to  free  himself  in  time,  or  perhaps 
the  centrifugal  force  of  the  fast  spinning  plane  impeded  his  progress. 

The  new  home  of  the  Third  Attack  Group  at  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  comprises 
over  3,000  acres,  with  a landing  area  exclusive  of  that  portion  of  the  field 
to  be  devoted  to  buildings,  of  three  miles  in  the  direction  of  the  prevailing 
wind  and  over  1|  miles  perpendicular  thereto  in  front  of  the  hangar  line,  with 
over  a mile  on  either  end  of  this  line  available  for  landings.  The  airdrome 
site  is  on  a paved  highway  four  miles  from  the  center  of  the  business  district 
of  Shreveport . ■ . 1 

oOo— 

STRENUOUS  TRAINING  SESSION  FOR  RESERVES  AT  SSLFRIDGE  FIELD 

; By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 

July  6th,  7th  and  8th  saw  the  arrival  of  about  65  Reserve  Officers,  rang- 
ing in  rank  from  a Major  down  to  a brand  new  pinety-day  wonder  shave-tail.  Af- 
ter many  wear y hours  of  asking  for  this  order  and  that,  the  ones  responsible  fop 
checking  the  officers  in  and  assigning  them  quarters  finally  got  all  the  old 
timers  located  and  settled  down.  : 

Then  the  old  time  bunk  flying  began.  The  many  battles  of  the  war  were 
fought  anew,  and  were  Germany  to  have  had1 in  her  grand  Army  the  number  of  ships 
brought  down  in  this  desperate  struggle  on  the  G.J.  bunks,  Anthony  G.  Fokker, 
would  still  be  building  his  famous  D.7  to  "replenish  the  notorious  Red  Knight’s 
Circus  with  new  ships. 

After  the  Reserves  had  gotten  their  609.,’ s- and-  each  man  placed  in  his  sec- 
tion according  to  his  rating,  there  burst  bn  the  air  the  ear  splitting  roar  of 
twenty-one  powerful  P.T.1' s. 

Sitting  in  the  front  seats  of  the  aforesaid  P.T.’s  were  some  of  our  boys, 
who  gritted  their  teeth  and  with  a powerful  jam  of, the  gun  were  away  with  their 
students,  saying,  "Now  I will  get  my  revenge  for  the  many  weary  hours  of  bawl- 
ing out  I was  subjected  to  at  Brooks-."  But,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  there  were 
no  washouts.  - i ' ■ ■ 11  : • ’ "... 

Thirty-nine  pilots  were  soloed  and  there  were  seven  observers  for  training, 
the  others  being  men  with  no  pilot’s  rating  who  were  given  the  regular  two -weeksf 
ground  course.  ' ..  .r  ;• 5 

Towards  the  conculusion  of  the  camp,  the  men  participated  in  cross-country 
and  formation  flying.  _ . . ■ 

Under  the  able  direction  of  the  27th  Pursuit  /Squadron,  the  camp  was  a grea - 
success.  More  flying  time  was  .put  in  than'  in  .any  other  camp,  about  ten  hours  pi1 
man.  There  was  only  one  crack-up,  but  this  was.  practically  unavoidable. 

The  biggest  job  in  the  camp  was  the  operations,  and- 1 hi s position  was  no Uj 
filled  and  handled  by  none  other  than  >the  toy  with  the.  almost  visible  mustache, 
Lieut.  Hoyt  Prindle  of  the  27th  Pursuit  Squadron.  . ■■  . 

The  94th  Squadron  has  charge  of  the' new  camp • beginning  Monday,  July  21st, 
and  we  hope  and  feel  doubly  positive  that  this  squadron  will  be  even  more  suc- 
cessful . - , L - 

The  17th  Squadron  is  at  Oscoda  trying  to  break  the  record  made  by  the  94th 
in  gunnery,  but  we  feel  sure  that  this  cab  not  be  done,  since  they  have  no  "hot 
shots"  such  as  Lieuts.  Al.  Crawford  and  Dick  Cobb  on  their  firing  line. 
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Airport  dedications  are  "being  made  frequently  and  with  great  success,  "both 
from  the  uoint  of  view  of  airport  officials  and  that  of  pilots  participating. 

Six  ships  left  July  16th  for  Williamsport,  Penna. 

oOo 

GRADUATION  Of  STUDENTS  FRQM  MCE  FIELD  PRIMARY  SCHOOL 

The  class  which  started  training  November  1st,  1928 , completed  the  8 months 
course  of  instruction,. . and  were  graduated  June  27,  1929.  A total  of  110  stu- 
dents originally  composed  the  class;  4 were  held  over  from  the  previous  class 
for  further  instruction, ' making  a:  grand,  total  of’ 114  students  starting  training. 
Five  were  eliminated  prior  to  starting  flying  training,  due  to  physical  dis- 
qualification, leaving  a total  of  109  students  to  receive  flying  instruction. 

Of  this  number  57  graduated. 

The  graduating  exercises  were  held  on  the  morning  of  June  27th.  The  ex- 
ercises were  opened,  with  an.,  anrial  review  in  which  all  students  of  the  graduat- 
ing class  participated,  flying  formations  in  DH's  and  02K<  s . Immediately  fol- 
lowing the  flying  review,  the  presentation  of  diplomas  was  held  in  one  of  the 
new  hangars  decorated  for  the  occasion. 

Of  the  133  students  who  reported  for  the  July  1st,  1929,  class,  67  are  col- 
lege graduates. 

Due  to  the  hot  weather,  the  school,  is  now  running  on  a half-day  schedule; 
flying  training  being  scheduled  from  7:00  A.M.  to  11:30  A.M.  and  Ground  School 
from  11:45  until  12:30  P.M.  This  gives  the  personnel  of  the  command  time  to 
indulge  in  golf,  swimming,  etc.  ‘ " • 
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HEW  OFFICERS’  CLUB  AT  MARCH  FIELD 

March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  can  now  boast  of  one  of  the  finest  Officers 
Clubs  in  the  service.  The  Club,  which  is  in  the  Bachelor  Officers’  Building, 
was  recently  decorated  by  a Los  Angelos  firm  highly  experienced  in  the  art  of 
interior  decorating.  It  is  expected  that  a well  arranged  officers’  mess  will 
start  functioning  on  August  1st® 

oOo- — 

REPORT  OH  THE  BRIDGEPORT,  COM.  AIRPORT 

2nd  Lieut.  Leo  W.  Desrosiers,  Air  Corps,  a member  of  the  Third  Attack  Group 
Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas,  who  recently  made  an  extended  cross-country 
flight  to  Bolling  Field,  D.C.,  via  Boston,  Mass.;  Mitchel  Field,  MY.,  and  Lang- 
ley Field,  Va.,  and  return  via  Uniontown,  Pa.;  Dayton,  Ohio;  Chanute  Field,  111* 
Scott  Field,  111.;  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  and  Shreveport,  La.,  made  the  following 
special  report  on  the  Bridgeport,  Conn ., Airport : 

"This  Airport  is  .located  at  the  mouth  of  the  Housatonic  River  within  three 
vimiles  of  the  center  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.  The  site  consists  of  about  275  acres 
;"on  the  Lordship  Meadows,  and  is  reached  by  two  improved  roads  leading  from  the 
Boston  Post  Road.  A seaplane  canal  has  been  dug  from  the  Housatonic  River, 
the  fill  from  the  canal  being  used  for  constructing  the  runways  on  the  main 
flying  field.  These  runways,  seven  in  number,  have  been  surfaced  with  road 
oil  and  are  in  excellent  condition.  Each  runway  is  amply  wide  enough  for  a 
three-ship  take-off.  The  present  sheltering  and  servicing  accommodations  would 
be  sufficient  for  a full  squadron.  The  field  is  completely  lighted  for  night 
flying  and  a revolving  beacon  is  operated  at  all  times.” 

’■  oOo — - 


BUSY  MONTH  FOR  CRISSY  FIELD 


The  following  activities  were  indulged  in  by  the  Air  Corps  personnel  sta-I 
tioned  at  Crissy  Field, Presidio  of  San  Francisco , Calif ., during  the  month  of  June 
Training  in  formation  flying,  June  1st, -7th  and  25th. 

Training  in  gunnery  and  bombing, June  1st, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 10th  and  13th. 
Flying  missions  in  cooperation  with  the  30th  Infantry, June  4th, 6th, 11th  and 

12th. 


Flying  mission  in  cooperation  with  the  6th  Coast  Artillery, June  10th. 
Flying  missions  in  cooperation  with  the  U.S.  Navy,  June  14th. 

Conducting  R.O.T.C.  training  camp,  June  15th  to  June  30th. 

Weather  conditions  were  good,  save  for  a seven-day  fog  which  shortened  the 
flying  day  materially. 
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ACTIVITIES  AT  FRANCE  FIELD,  PANAMA 


. During  the  month  of  June  the  7th  Qbservation  Squadron  at  France  Field, 
Panama  Canal  Zone,  accumulated  a total  flying  time  of  245  hours  and  55  minutes; 
the  24th  Pursuit  Squadron,  204  hours  and  45  minutes  and  the  25th  Bombardment 
Squadron,  62  hours  and  5 minutes.  •' 

The  following  ground  subjects  were  carried  on  during  the  month  by  the  7th 
Observation  Squadron?  Pistol  practice  was  completed;  selected  enlisted  men  were 
given  instruction  in  radio,  armament,  airplane  and  engine  mechanics;  one  hour 
each  week  was  devoted  to  Infantry  close-order  drill  for  all  members;  all  offi- 
cers of  the  Squadron  were  trained  in  radio  communications  and  in  adjustment 
with  Coast  Artillery  with  special  reference  to  location  of  long  range  targets. 

In  the  24th  Pursuit  Squadron  selected  enlisted  men  were  instructed  in-  air- 
craft maintenance  and  inspection  and  armament  maintenance  and  inspection*  Re- 
cruits were  instructed  in  general  airplane  maintenance.  A noncommissioned  offi* 
cers*  school  was  conducted. 

Ground  subjects  in  which  training  was  given  members  of  the  25th  Bombardment 
Squadron  were  armament  and  maintenance  and  airplane  and  engine  mechanics.  A 
session  was  devoted  to  Infantry  drill  for  officers  and  enlisted  men.. 

The  63rd  Service  Squadron,  charged  with  the  operation  of  Headquarters 
Flight,  assisted  the  Detachment  Panama  Air  Depot  in  the  operation  o.f  the  Assem- 
bly and  Repair  Hangar  and  Depot  Shops. 

. The  12th  Photo  Section  made  a mosaic  of  the  Chagres  River  bombing  range, 
and  miscellaneous  obliques,  including  photographic  report  of  progress  on  the 
A1 brook  Field  project.  Training  of  personnel  in  all  departments  of  the  photo- 
graphic laboratory  was  carried  out,  also  instruction  in  aerial  and  ground 
photography. 

The  Panama  Air  Depot  overhauled  three  airplanes  and  three  engines,  in  addi 
tion  to  carrying  on  instruction  in  airplane  and  engine  mechanics,  while  the 
Parachute  Department  handled  a total  of  139  parachutes,  of  which  number  77  were 
folded  and  inspected.  Repairs  or  replacements  were  made  on  the  remainder. 

- — eOo 
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NEW  CLASS  STARTS  TRAINING  AT  ADVANCED  FLYING  SCHOOL 


The  fifth  class  of  students,  under  Plan  "B"  of  the  Five-Year  Program, 
started  instruction  at  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  on  July 
8th.  It  consists  of  72  flying  cadets,  1 non-commissioned  officer,,  and  50  offi- 
cers with  the  rank  of  Second  Lieutenant,,  Regular  Army,  graduates  of  the  June, 

1928,  class  from  Went  Point. 

Among  the  72  flying  cadets  of  the  class,  there  are  35  college  graduates. 
Fifty-eight  students- have  signified  their  intention  to  apply  for  extended  active  j 
duty,  and. 62  indicated  a desire  to  submit  applications  for  examination  for  a 
commission  in  the  Regular  Army. 


The  123  students  of 

the  July  class  were  assigned  to  the  following  sections 

for  training: 

Sections 

Officers 

Cadets 

NCO 

Total 

Attack 

6 

11 

1 

18 

Bombardment 

4 

14 

0 

18 

Observation 

19 

17 

0 

36 

Pursuit 

21 

30 

0 

51 

50 

72 

1 

123 

A number  of  changes 

have  taken  place 

in  the 

assignment 

of  instructors  for 

the  new  class.  The  following  officers  were  as-signed  as  indicated: 


Attack  Section: 

1st  Lieut.  Emil  C.  Kiel, (Senior  Instructor) 

1st  Lieut.  Lawrence  J.  Carr,  (Ass’t  Senior  Instructor) 
2nd  Lieut.  Turner  A.  Sims,  Jr.,  ' 

2nd  Lieut.  Hansford  W.  Pennington, 

; ' Bombardment  Section: 

1st  Lieut.  John  -W.  Monahan,  (Senior ■ Instructor) 

1st  Lieut.,  Ralph  A.  Snavely , (AssH.  Senior  Instructor) 
2nd  Lieut.  ’ Henry  R.  Baxter 
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'Observation  Section;  . 

Capt . Wrk.S.  Gravely,  (Senior  Instructor) 

1st  Lieut*  Howard  K.  Ramey,  (Ass’t.  Senior  Instructor) 

1st  Lieut.  Harold  A.  Moore, 

1st  Lieut.  James  A.  Mollison, 

1st  Lieut.  William"  W.  Welsh, 

1st  Lieut.  Clarence  P.  Talbot, 

2nd  Lieut.' Otto  P.  Weyland, 

2nd  Lieut.  William  D.  Old, 

2nd  Lieut.  James  W.  Andrew. 

Pursuit  Section : 

1st  Lieut.  John  K.  Cannon,  (Senior  Instructor) 

1st  Lieut.  Dale  Y.  Gaffney,  (Ass* t . Senior  Instructor j 
1st  Lieut.  Louis  C.  Mallory, 

1st  Lieut.  John  S.  Griffith, 

2nd  Lieut . Luther  S . Smith, 

2nd  Lieut . Demas  T . Craw, 

2nd  Lieut.  Shelton  E.  Prudhomme, 

2nd  Lieut.  Y ,H.  Taylor, 

2nd  Lieut.  Russell  Keillor, 

2nd  Lieut.  P.H.  Robinson, 

2nd  Lieut.  F.G.  Irwin. 

Capt.  T.M.  Jervey,  Instructor  in  Bombs  and  Explosives,  Bomb  Sights  and 
Racks.  Captain  Perry  Y/ainer,  Instructor  in  Signal  Communi  cat  ions. 

0O0 

FORCED  LARDING  TERMINATES  CAPTAIN  HOYT 1 S ALASKAN  FLIGHT 

Captain  Ross  G.  Hoyt,  of  the  Army  Air  Corps,  whose  flight  from  New  York 
to  Nome  and  return  came  to  an  unscheduled  end,  when  water  in  the  fuel  tanks 
stopped  his  motor  and  forced  him  to  land  at  Valemount,  British  Columbia,  return- 
ed to  Washington  to  report  in  person  to  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  F.  Trubee 
Davison,  'in  charge  of  Army  Aviation,  and  Brigadier  General  William  E.  Gillmore, 
acting  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps. 

In  the  report  he  is  now  preparing,  Captain  Hoy.t  tells  a>  dramatic  story  of 
his  flight  from  the  time  he  left  New  York  on  the  afternoon  of  July  18th  until 
his  ship  nosed  over  in  a small  clearing  in  the  heart  of  the  Canadian  Rockies  at 
sunset  on  Sunday,  July  21st,  just  as  he  had  completed  6,000  miles  of  his  8,460 
mile  itinerary. 

"Immediately  after  the  christening  of  the  plane  by  Mrs.  F.  Trubee  Davison, 

I climbed  into  the  cockpit,  gave  the  motor  a brief  test  and  took  off  easily 
with  a full  fuel  load  of  260  gallons,  the  ship  weighing  at  the  moment  of  take- 
off approximately  two  and  a quarter  tons,"  states  Captain  Hoyt.  "Shortly  after 
leaving  New  York  for  Minneapolis  - my  first  stop  - I ; .encountered  intense  thunder- 
storms with  accompanying  rains  and  a high  southwest  .'■wind  blowing  directly  across 
my  1000  mile  course.  These  storms  grew  in  intensity  as  I proceeded  westward 
over  New  York  State  and  reached  their  peak  over  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Michigan. 

The  air  was  so  rough  that  I had  trouble  in  holding  the  ship  on  an  accurate  com- 
pass course.  Also,  low  clouds  and  heavy  rain  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  see 
either  shore  while  crossing  the  lakes.  It  was  not  until  I passed  ever  Manitowoc 
Wise.,  that  I was  sure  I was  on  my  course.  Here  the  clouds  began  to  lift  and 
soon  I flew  in  brilliant  sunshine.  From  then  on,  until  I reached  Minneapolis 
at  dusk,  I had  clear  sailing.  I left  Minneapolis  shortly  after  dark  and  headed 
for  Edmonton,  1,100  miles  away. 

"The  moon  shone  brightly  as  I circled  the  Minneapolis  field  but  I had  cov- 
ered less  than  100  miles  before  clouds  again  began  to  obscure  my  course  while 
lightning  to  the  north  and  south  told  me  it  was  hopeless  to  attempt  to  circle 
the  storm.  I had  no  alternative  other  than  to  go  through  it,  which  I did  for 
the  next  two  hours,  flying  at  an  altitude  of  from  3,000  to  2,500  feet,  navigat- 
ing entirely  by  instruments  and  unable  to  see  anything  below  me  even  when  the 
darkness  was  temporarily  rent  by  flashes  of  lightning. 

"After  two  hours  of  this  I came  out  into  clear  moonlight  and  sometime 
thereafter  I saw  the  glow  of  the  lights  of  a large  city  appear  on  the  horizon. 

In  a few  minutes  I was  over  what  I hoped  to  be  Regina,  Saskatchewan.  This  hope 
was  presently  confirmed  when  t identified,  Moosejaw,  another  large  city,  slight - 
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ly  to  the  south  of  Regina*  I was  .on  my  course  with  500  miles  to  go.."  From 
Regina  to  Edmonton  there  were  no  landmarks  which  could  he  checked  on  at  night. 
Although  morning  twilight  begins  in  that  region  about  2 o’clock,  the  fact  that 
I was  traveling  almost  due  northwest  and  away  from  the  dawn,  made  darkness  fol- 
low me  until  within  20  miles  of  Edmonton  whepe  I landed  at  3:45  A.M.  Edmonton 
time . 

"I  spent  about  an  hour  at  Emonton  where  I had  breakfast  while  the  ship  was 
being  refuelled.  As  soon  as  the  plane  was  ready,  I took  off  for  White  Horse, 
Yukon  ~ another  1,100  mile  trek.  There  was  a strong  west  wind  which  grew  to  a 
40  mile  gale  as  I climbed  to  7,000  feet-  in  order  to  clear  the  Canadian  Rockies. 

I had  ten  hours  of  gas  in  the  tanks  when  I left,-  but  the  hard  head  wind  reduced 
my  speed  to  such  an  extent  that  upon  reaching  Hazelton,  slightly  more  than  half 
way  between  Edmonton  and  White  Horse,  I found  that  I did  not  have  enough  gas  to 
reach  my  destination.  I could  not  go  on  and  had. to  find  a suitable  landing 
place  which  I did  at  Vanderhoof,  British  Columbia,  where  I put  the  ship  down  in 
a small,  ploughed  field  about  3 miles  north  of  the  village.  Due  to  time  wasted 
in  getting  fuel,  there  was  not  enough  daylight  left  for  me  to  continue  cn  to 
White  Horse  where  there  are  no  facilities  for  night  landing.  I therefore  decid- 
ed to  remain  at  Vanderhoof  until  dawn,  Saturday.  I took  off  at  3:00  A.M.  and 
reached  White  Horse  after  four  and  a half  hours  of  extremely  difficult  flying. 
The  peaks  of  the  mountains  were  obscured  in  clouds'  and  I had.  to  pick  my  wa y- 
along  valleys  and  streams.  Luckily,  there  was  no  >wind  to  bother  me.  Following 
nearly  three  hours  of  valley  chasing,  having  zig-zagged  up  one  valley  and  down 
another,  I came  out  at  Atlin  Lake  directly  on  my  course,  but  somewhat  the  worse 
for  wear,  as  flying  at  150  miles  an  hour  along  winding  bottoms  of  valleys  hem- 
med in  by  rugged  mountains  is  not  conductive  to  restful  meditation. 

"From  Lake  Atlin  on,  the  weather  cleared  somewhat  and  I had  easy  flying 
into  White  Horse  where  I landed, 'took  on  gas  and  left  for  Fairbanks.  Here  I . 
refuelled,  hopped  off  for  Home,  and  once  again  I had  low  clouds  and  mist  as 
traveling  companions.  I reached  Home  at  6:10  P.M.  having  covered  the  1,500 
miles  from  Vanderhoof  in  12  hours.  I remained  .in  Home  one  hour  and  then  re- 
turned to  Fairbanks,  getting  there  at  11:00  P.M.  - still  broad  daylight.  After 
five- hours  of  rest,  I left  for  White  Horse  where  I arrived  at  8:40  A.M.,  refuel- 
ed and  set  out  for  Edmonton.  I was  within  200  miles  cf  that  city  with  the  worst 
part  of  my  journey  behind  me  when  the  trouble  which  eventually  forced  me  to  lane 
began  to  develop.  ; 

"About  half  way  between  Prince  George  and  Jasper,  just  as  I was  starting 
to  gain  altitude  to  clear  the  last  mountain  range  before  reaching  the  open  . 
prairie  country,  my  engine  suddenly  sputtered  and' backfired  much  as  though  my 
alt  i tilde  adjustment  was  set  too.  lean.  I immediately  changed  the  adjustment  and 
glanced  at' my  gas-pressure  gauge  which  indicated  normal  pressure.  The  motor, 
however,  continued  to  .falter  and  at  times  would  stop  firing  completely,  .my  for- 
ward speed  keeping  the  propeller  churning.  Then,  again,  it  would  pick  up  and 
for  a few  moments  it  would  function  smoothly.  Meanwhile  I kept  losing  altitude. 
I waw  the- handwriting  on  the  Wall  and  realized  that  unless  a miracle  happened 
the  flight  was  over.  For  that  reason  my  anxiety 'was  divided  between  the  dying  < 
motor  and 'the  utter  absence  of  a space  big  enough  to  land  a plane  on  in  that 
rocky  and  desolate  region. 

"I  had- unbuckled  my'  safety  belt  and, .was.  ready  to  jump,  much  as  I hated  to 
leave  my  ship,  but  I saw  no  other  way  out.  As  I stood  up  in  the  cockpit  of  the 
plane  I obtained  a better  view  of  the  ground  directly  beneath  me  and  spotted 
a small  •clearing  which  I judged  was  big  enough  to  land  the  plane  on  providing 
the  ground  was  reasonably  smooth.  With  fpesh  hope  I got  back  in  my  seat,  buck- 
led my  safety  belt  and  circled  down  toward  the  clearing  for  landing.  I landed 
and  rolled  a very  few  feet  when  my  right  wheel  struck  a mound  throwing  my  left 
lower  wing  into  the  ground. 

"Almost  simultaneously  the  left  wheel  struck  a similar  mound,  throwing  the 
right  wing  to  the  ground.  Then  both  wheels  sank  into  a deep  hollow,  the  plane 
nosed  over  and  I found  myself  hanging  upside  down,  held  in  place  by  my  safety 
belt.  Gasoline  was  pouring  out  of  the  now  inverted  tanks,  but  fortunately  I ha 3 
cut  the  switches  the  mihute  I began  to  nose  over  so  there  was  little  risk  of  4" 
fire.  I released  my  safety  belt, landed  on  my  head  and  scrambled  from  under. 

"Although  the  flight  was  not  entirely  completed,  I feel  the  feasibility  of 
long-range  Pursuit  has  been  demonstrated  and  that  it  is  entirely  practicable  to 
establish  aerial  connection  from  anywhere  in  the  United  States  with  Alaskan  ter- 
ritory. The  Curtiss  "Hawk"  Pursuit  plane,  equipped  with  a Curtiss  Conqueror 
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motor,  used  in  the  flight  performed  to  perfection.  I ascribe,  the  failure  to 
iCiCaoh  my  goal  as  due  to  condensation  of  water  from  the  air  within  the  tanks  dur- 
ing flight . I had  flown  for  several  hours  through  rain  and  clouds  and  had  'been 
compelled  to  change  altitude  innumerable  times  with  resultant  changes  in  temper- 
ature tending  to  create  conditions  apt  to  cause  condensation.  I certainly  did 
not  use  inferior  gas  as  extensive  pains  were  taken  at  •each  stop  to  give  me  the 
best  possible  service 

-~-oQo— — - 

POUR  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS  AWARDED  DISTINGUISHED  FLYING  CROSS 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  a Board  of  Officers,  recently  convened  by  the 
War  Department,  to  consider  the  award,  of  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross  to  Air 
Corps  officers  for  outstanding  feats  performed  by  them,  Ca.pt.  Lowell  H.  Smith, 
1st  Lieuts.  J.  Paul  Richter,  James  H.  Doolittle  and  Harry  A.  Sutton  will  receive 
the  much  coveted  decoration. 

Capt . Smith,  well  known  as  the  leader  of  the  Army  Around-the-lorld  Flight, 
grid  ..Lieut . Richter,  were  the  pioneers  in  mid-air  refueling  flights.  On  August 
27-28,.  1923,  at  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.,  they  took  off  in  a DH-4B  air- 
plane, equipped  with  a Liberty  400  H.P.  engine,  and  remained  in  the  air  for  37 
hours,  10  minutes  and  14,88  seconds.  At  certain  intervals  their  airplane  was 
refueled  by  means  of  a flexible  hose  connected  to  an  airplane  flying  directly 
above  them.  In  addition  to  'this  duration  record,  they  established  a world’s 
record  for  distance  (3 , 293.26s  miles)  and  six  other  world’s  records  for  speed 
covering  2,500,  3,000,  3, 500,  4,000,  4,500  and  5,000  kilometers.  Their  average 
speed  during  this  refueling  duration  flight  was  approximately  88  miles  per  hour. 
All  of  these  eight  world’s  records  were  given  official  recognition  by  the  Feder- 
ation Aeronaut ique  Internationale,  the  world’s  aviation  governing  body.  The 
success  attending  this  first  attempt  to  refuel  an  airplane  during  flight  paved 
the  way  for  the  successful  duration  flight  of  the  "Question.  Mark”  last  January. 

Lieut.  Doolittle's  flying  achievements  have  been  mapy , but  the  one  for 
which  he  was  recommended  the  award  of  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross  is  his 
flight  across  the  American  continent  on  September  5,  1922.  Taking  off  from 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  at  8:20  A.M. , he  set  the  wheels  of  his  plane  down  at  Rock- 
well Field  22  hours  and  35  minutes  later.  His  one  intermediate  stop  was  at 
Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  where  his  plane  was  refueled.  An  hour  and  a 
quarter  later  he  wc?.s  on  his  way  again.  His  actual  flying  time  for  the  trans- 
continental journey  was,  21  hours  and  20  minutes,  and  he  achieved  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  first  aviator  to  cross  the  American  continent  with  an  elapsed 
time  of  24  hours. 

In  addition  to  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross,  Lieut.  Doolittle  was  recom- 
mended for  the  award  of  an  Oak  Leaf  Cluster  to  accompany  it  as  a reward  for  his 
valuable  research  work  in  connection  with  flying. 

. In  the  science  of  acrobatics,  the  loads  imposed  upon  an  airplane  structure 
in  flight  and  during  acrobatic  maneuvers  had  generally  been  assumed,  no  one 
having  gone  beyond  a certain  conservative  point  in  actually  determining  the 
dynamic  loads  in  practical  test.  At  the  time  he  conducted  fdiis  flight  research 
work,  Lieut.  Doolittle  was  Chief  of  the  flight  Research  Branch  of  the  Flight 
Section,  Engineering  Division,  McCook  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  equipped  his 
plane  with  a device  known, as  an  accelerometer,  which  graphically  registers  the 
dynamic  load  imposed  upon  an  airplane  during  flight.  He  then  flew  this  airplane 
through  maneuvers  of  the  most  violent  nature  that  have  ever  been  performed. 
Triple  and  quadruple  rolls,  spins,  loops  and  inverted  flight  were  carried  out 
to  such  an  extent  by  him  that  he  was  enabled  to  make  calculations  based  upon 
actual  performance  rather  than  on  mere  assumption.  It  was  during  the  course  of 
this  test  flying  that  he  conceived  and  later  performed  the  outside  loop,  a man- 
euver which  had  never  before  been  performed  successfully.  After  reaching  test 
conditions  which  no  one  had  over  registered  before,  he  was  finally  ordered  to 
make  further  calculations  on  the  flights  which  he  had  already  made  and  not  carry 
on  his  flight  testing  to  the  extent  he  had  originally  planned,  it  being  feared 
that  his  ambition  might  carry  him  to  such  a point  that  he  would  be  in  grave  per- 
il of  losing  his  life. 

Lieut.  Sutton  was  considered  as  fully  deserving  of  the  award  of  the  Dis- 
tinguished Flying  Cross  for  his  airplane  spinning  tests.  In  August,  1926,  Lieut. 
Eugene,  H.  Barksdale,  who  was  Chief  of  the  Flight  Test  Branch  at  McCook  Field, 
was  killed  while  flight-testing  an  Observation  plane,  which  he  had  purposely 
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placed  in  a spin  and  which  he  apparently  had  been  unable  to  bring  back  to  normal 
flight.  Lieut.  Sutton  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Lieut.  Barksdale,  and  upon  the 
latter’s  death  he  made  a firm  resolution  to  solve  the  problem  of  spinning. 
Volunteering  to  continue  the  spinning  tests  where  Lieut.  Barksdale  had  left  off, 
he  began  by  first  making  laboratory  calculations  and  then  constructed  a device 
which  if  successful,  he  expected  would  enable  him  to  bring  an  airplane  out  of  a 
spin.  After  several  weeks  of  research  work  in  the  laboratory,  Lieut.  Sutton  was 
ready  to  begin  his  work  in  the  air.  He  installed  the  device  in  his  airplane  and 
subjected  it  to  a practical  test.  In  his  first  flights  the  airplane  spun  as 
much  as  thirty  times  before  he  was  able  to  bring  it  to  normal  flight  again.  Al- 
though the  spinning  apneared  to  be  hopelessly  beyond  his  control,  instead  of 
deserting  his  plane  and  taking  to  his  parachute  he  remained  with  it,  took  his 
readings,  and  afterwards  made  his  calculations.  After  several  weeks  of'  this 
practical  flight  research  work,  under  most  hazardous  conditions,  he  finally  ar- 
rived at  the  conclusion  that  the  only  solution  of  the  problem  was  to  redesign 
the  airplane.  This  was  subsequently  accomplished  and  the  spinning  tendency  of 
the  airplane  was  eliminated. 

Air  Corps  officers  connected  with  the  Engineering  Division  characterized 
^ieut.  Sutton’s  achievements  as  the  finest  demonstration  of  brains,  courage  and 
daring  which  had  been  brought  to  their  attention  in  many  a year. 

— --0O0— 

REORGANIZED  FIRST  BALLOON  COMPANY  REACHES  ITS  NEW' STATION 
By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 

The  First  Balloon  Company  reached  its  new  station  at  Post  Field,  Ft.  Sill, 
Okla.,  in  spite  of  all  the  advice  given  by  its  friends  the  last  few  minutes 
before  departure.  While  no  band  was  available  to  instill  the  leave-taking  with 
that  thrill  which  runs  up  and  down  your  spine  when  a snappy  military  march  is 
being  'played,  there  were  so  many  "bon  voyages"  and  "good  lucks"  being  called 
back  and  forth  that  a band  could  have  scarcely  been  heard.  And  the  din  and 
hullaballoo  continued  long  after  the  train  was  out  of  sight.  In  fact,  the 
writer,  who  didn’t  leave  until  the  next  day,  heard  several  variations  of  it 
from  all  parts  of  the  Post,  until  his  departure.'  While  I had  deep  regrets  for 
leaving  the  place  that  had  been  my  happy  home  for  so  long,  I,  too,  then  picked 
up  my  dog,  whistled  for  the  baby  and  Joined  my  family  in  the  long  trek  westward. 

The  trip  by  train  was  uneventful  and  quite  regular  with  the  exception  of 
Lieut.  Tarro,  the  acting  quartermaster  conductor,  who  neglected  to  "call  off" 
some  of  the  stations  and  mispronounced  others.  Capt . Creighton  and  Sgt . White 
also  had  some  trouble  keeping  the  boys  "off  the  rods  and  the  blinds"  and  making : 
them  ride  the  cushions. 

The  band  missed  at  Scott  Field  was  much  in  evidence  at  Post  Field  when 
the  new  arrivals  came  into  the  siding,  and  it  was  with  a fine  spirit  of  fellow* 
ship  in  the  Air  Corps'  that  the  entire  company  was  welcomed,  fed  and  cared  for 
by  the  Eighty-eighth  Squadron.  Every  accommodation  was  offered  for  the  Comp  an;  1 
convenience  and  comfort  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  Fort  Sill  and  the  Command-  i 
ing  Officer  of  Air  Corps  Troops,  and  it  wasn’t  long  before  the  foot-weary  sol- 
diers of  the  First  Balloon  Company  were  soundly  resting  from  the  fatiguing  tri;  * 

The  First  Balloon  Company  is.  new  in  name  only.  On  the  15th  Day  of  December 
1917,  at  Fort  Omaha,  Nebraska,  the  twelfth  Balloon  Company  was  organized.  It 
arrived  in  France  on  July  14,  1918,  and  was  sent  to  La  Courtine  for  further 
training. 

The  company  was  ordered  to  the  front  on  September  1,1918,  and  remained 
there  until  the  Armistice  was  signed,  participating  in  the  St .Mihiel  and  the 
Argonne  drives.  Two  balloons  were  lost  by  the  Company  while  at  the  front.  Th* 
first  one  broke  away  with  two  observers  and  landed  in  Germany,  where  the  obser- 
vers were  captured  and  held  prisoners  for  the  duration  of  the  war.  The  seeoni 
one  was  destroyed  by  shell-fire  while  being  maneuvered  to  a place  of  safety. 

The  Company  received  one  citation  and  was  mentioned  in  Orders  for  £ood  work 
performed  in  caring  for  the  wounded. 

The  Company  returned  to  the  U.S,  in  March} 1919 . In  St .Louis,  while  on  a 
War  Exhibit  Tour,  the  Company  operated  the  first  balloon  to  be  flown  in  honor 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  when  one  was  flown  over  a parade,  for 
President  Wilson. 

In  January,  1922,  the  Twelfth  Balloon  Company  was  changed-  to  the  Twelfth 
Airship  Company,  which  operated  at  Scott  Field.  On  May  17,  1929,  the  Twelfth 
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Airship  Company  became  the  First  Balloon  Company  and  was  organized  for  duty 
with  the  Field  .Artillery  School,  at  Fort  Sill. 

During  those'  changes  the  company  retained  at  all  times  many  of  its  older 
non-commissioned  officers,  who  have  never  allowed  the  high  standards  earned  "by 
the  company  during  active  hostilities  to  falter,  and  it  is  the  hope  of  the  en- 
tire personnel  of  the  organization  that  otxf"  work  with  the  Field  Artillery  Sdhool 
will  'he  such  -as  t'o  prove  that  we  are  still'  worthy  of  the  commendation  given 
this  company  in  the  follovdng  letter:  " • 

BALLQQN  GROUP 
FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS,  A.E.F. 

. 'A.P.b.  769 

Group  Special  Order  19  October  1918 

Nurifber  ■ -26 

1.  The”  entire  'Balloon  Service  honors  the  maneuvering  squad  of  the  12tH 

Balloon  Company.  The  devotion  to  duty  shown  by  the .men  who  composed  this  squad 
on  October  1,  1918,  was  such  as  to  set  a glowing  example  to  all  other  Balloon 
©ompftnies-,  in  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces.'  . 

2.  Despite  the  fact  that  shells  were  falling  on  all  sides  of  the  balloon, 
two  so  close'  as  to  tear  holes  in  the  fabric,  no  man  left-  the  ropes  nor  faltered, 
well  knowing  that  death  was  liable  to  come  to  them  ;at  any  moment . The  safety 
of  the  balloon  was  their  first  thought,  their  personal  safety  second.  They 
have  shown  the  spirit  and  loyalty  which  is  expected  of  true  soldiers. 

3.  This  order  i-s.-to  bn  road  to  all  Balloon  organizations  in  the  Balloon 
Group,  Fifth  Arm;1:  Corps.,  at  the"  first  formation  after  its  receipt. 

’ By  order  of  MAJOR  JOUETT: 

- (Sgd)  DAR-LTON  C.  JOKES, 

•'  1st  Dicut . ,A.S.U.S.A., 

Ad  jut  ant . - 

It  will  be  always  an  earnest  wish  of  every  member  of  the  organization  to 
keep  it  always  the  "First"  Balloon  Company. 

■ ' ’ — -oOo— 

WORLD'S  LARGEST  AERIAL  CAMERA  TESTED 

The  United  States  Army  Air  Corps  lit  Wright  Field,  Dayton, Ohio,  just  com- 
pleted tests  on  the  world's  largest  aerial  camera, . known  as  the  K-7A.  This  : 
camera,  developed  to  obtain  large  ground  details  from  high. altitudes,  weighs 
130  pounds.  The  picture  it  takes  measures  9 by  18  inches.  It  carries  a roll 
of  "film  150  feet  long  and  9A  inches  wide.  Its-  operation  is  fully  automatic, 
and,  It  possesses  an  automatic  registering  device  by  which  the  elevation,  of  the 
plane,  the  time,  date  and  the  number  of  the  negative  are  noted  on  the  film. 

This  camera  isiGlectrically  heated  so  that  it  Will  function  at  the  be low-zero 
temperatures  of  the  highest  .altitudes  to  which  the  camera  is  taken.  The  first 
photograph  with  the  now  camera  was  taken  by  G. A. Magnus,  ■ piloted  by  Lieut  . J.F. 
Phillips,"  at  an  altitude  of  18,300  feet. 

oOo-— 

‘ " *•%»  »i'-*  . 

FIRST  AERIAL  COLORED  MOVIES  TAKEN 


The  first  successful  colored  motion  pictures  taken  from  the  air  resulted 
after  considerable  testing  when  Capt.  Albert  W.,  Stevens,  piloted  by  Lieut.  John 
D.-  Corki-lle,  .recently  -took  a moving  picture  camera  aloft  and  came  down  with 
photographs  which,  upon  development;  proved  to  be  clear  and  in  full  color. 

Capt.  Stevens  explained  that  the  difficulties- encountered  at  first  were 
overcome  principally  by  experimentation  with  the  proper  use  of  filters. 
'Materials  and  apparatus  were  furnished  by  the  Eastman  Kodak  Company. 

— oOo— - ' - 


DURATION  'RECORDS  DO  - NOT  EFEDURE-  VERY  LONG 


So  far  the  case^  of  human  endurance"  versus  mechanical  endurance  in  a re- 
fueling duration  -flight  is.  an.  unsettled  issue.  Messrs.  Dale  Jackson  and  Forest 
01  Brine,  holders  -of  the  .world*  s air  endurance  record,  traveled  around  the  world 
over  St . Louis,.  Mo.,-  starting  on  July  13th  and  c-oning  back,  to  earth  July  30  th, 
or-  17-1  days  later,  thereby  chalking  up  the  astounding  duration  record  of  420 
hours,  21  minutes  and  30  seconds'  and  breaking' the  previous  record  by  more  than 
seven  days.  ' t; ■ 
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This  notable  record  reflect'd  the  highest  credit  on  the  plane  used,  the 
Curtiss  "Robin"  the  new  Challenger  engine  with  which  it  was  powered,  the  wonder- 
ful piloting  skill  of  the  two  human  dynamos,  as  the  press  termed  the  pilots: 
the  men  who  handled  the  refueling  plane,  Major  C .Roy  Wassail,  of  the  Missouri 
Rational  Guard  Air  Service,  and  Mr.  P.V.  Chaffee;  and  others  directly  connected 
with  the  flight . 

It  was  not  the  physical  exhaustion  of  the  pilots  jlor  the  malfunctioning 
of  the  airplane  or  the  engine  which  influenced  their  decision  to  return  to 
terra  firma.  Messrs.  Jackson  and  01 Brine  made  the  following  statement  to  the 
Press: 

"One  thing  occurred  to  change  our  plans  of  outlasting  the  engine  and  plane. 
Our  friend,  George  Lea  Lambert,  so  we  heard  by  message,  was  killed  in  a most 
unfortunate  accident.  We  could  not  stay  up  in  the  air  much  longer  after  this; 
we  must  land  to  pay  our  respects  to  his  family." 

Major  Wm.  Robertson,  President  of  the  Curtiss-Robinson  Airplane  Mfg.  Co., 
of  St.  Louis,  who  sponsored  the  flight,  talking  over  the  radio  in  a nation-wide 
hook-up  on  .the  night  of  the  landing  of  the  plane,  stated  that  he  had  requested 
the  airmen  to  land  on  the  score  of  safety,  as  his  long  aeronautical  experience 
convinced  him  that  the  motor  could  not  withstand  very  much  longer  the  unprec- 
edented pace  it  was  setting. 

The  physicians  in  attendance  upon  the  flyers,  who  subjected  them  to  a 
thorough  physical  -examination  both  before  the  flight  and  immediately  following 
the  conclusion  thereof,  remarked  over  the  radio  that  he  had  never  in  his  ex- 
perience encountered  such  wonderful  specimens  of  physical  manhood,  and  that 
they  were  in  excellent  condition  despite  their  long  grind  in  the  air.  In  fact, 
one  of  the  flyers  gained  several  pounds  in  weight. 

The  engine  with  which  the  "Robin"  was  powered  was  named  "Challenger"  be- 
cause being  a radial  type  with  six  cylinders,  it  was  a challenge  to  the  conven- 
tional type  of  air-cooled  engines  having  an  odd  number  of  cylinders.  Where 
most  air-cooled  radial  engines  have  an  uneven  number,  the  "Challenger"  has  two 
sets  of  throe  cylinders  on  a double-throw  crankshaft.  It  was  stated  thati-one' 
of  the  •.scientific  reasons  for  this  duration  flight  was  to  test  out  the  theory 
of  design  behind  this  engine.  The  performance  of  this  engine  speaks  for  itself. 
The  aeronautical  engineer  who  carefully  inspected  the  engine  after  the  flight 
stated  over  the  radio  that  this  "power  plant  showed  no  appreciable  wear  and  that 
it  could  have  carried  on  for  many  more  hours. 

Aviators  have  been  setting  time  records  since  the  first  days  of  flying.. 

In  1906,  Santos  Dumont  flew  for  21  seconds  in  France.  Two  years  later,  in 
France,  Henri  Farman  stretched  that  record  to  3 minutes  and  39  seconds.  Later 
that  year,  the  late  Wilbur  Wright,  also  flying  in  France,  became  the  first  avir  * 
tor  to  measure  his  flight  by  hours,  remaining  in  the  air  for  2 hours,  20  minute  i 
and  23  seconds. 

In  1912,  Fourny,  in  France,  flew  13  hours,  17  minutes  and  57  seconds. 

In  1920,  Boussoutrot  and  Bernard,  French  aviators,  became  the  first  human 
beings  to  fly  more  than  a day  without  touching  the  ground,  staying  aloft  for 
24  hours,  19  minutes  and  7 seconds. 

Two  American  flyers,  Messrs.  Stinson  and  Betaud,  on  December  29,  1921,  ex** 
tended  the  duration  record  by  flying  over  Mineola,  L.I.,Wew  York,  for  26  hours, 

18  minutes  and  35  seconds. 

On  October  5,  1922,  Lieut s.  Oakley  G.  Kelly  and  John  A.  Macready,  of  the 
Army  Air  Corps,  took  off  from  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.,  in  an  attempt 
to  make  a non-stop  transcontinental  flight  to  Hew  York.  Encountering  fog  in 
the  mountains  which  they  could  not  penetrate,  they  returned  to  Rockwell  Field 
and,  instead  of  landing,  circled  that  field  until  they  had  reeled  off  35  hours* 

18  minutes  and  30  seconds. 

These  same  two  airmen,  on  April  17,  1923,  at  McCook  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
took  off  on  another  endurance  flight.  Their  record  at  Rockwell  Field,  although* 
accurately  recorded  by  stop  watches,  was  not  accomplished  under  the  timing  rulfif 
stipulated  by  the  Federation  Aeronautique  Internationale.  It  was  therefore 
desired  to  have  a second  endurance  flight  test  in  the  T-2  monoplane,  with  whi:b 
they  subsequently  made  a non-stop  flight  across  the  continent,  recorded  by 
legitimate  timers  duly  appointed  by  the  F.A.I.,  which  would  give  the  flight 
official  recognition  should  a record  be  made.  Lieuts.  Kelly  and  Macready  bet-' 
tered  their  Rockwell  Field  record,  for  they  remained  aloft  over  Dayton,  Ohio. 

36  hours,  4 minutes  and  30  seconds. 
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Not  to  be  denied,  two  French  flyers,  Messrs.  Coupet  and  Drouhin,  in  France, 
established  in  1924' a new  mark  6f  37  hours,  59  minutes  and  10  seconds,  -"Later 
that  year,  M.  Drouhin  with  M.  Landry,  in  France,  remained  aloft  for  45  hours, 

11  minutes  and  59  seconds. 

Three  years  later,,  in  1927,  two  American  flyers,  Messrs.  Acosta  and  Chamber- 
lin, the  latter  famous  for  his  trans'-Atlantic  flight  to  Germany,  were  the  first 
to  exceed  the  50-hour  duration  mark.  In  their  flight  at  Mineola,  L.I*.,New  York 
they  pushed  the  'record  up  to  51  hours,  11  minutes  and  25  seconds. 

In  the  same  year  Risticz  and  Edzard,  in  Germany,  flew  for  52  hours,  22 
minutes  and  31  seconds.  u 

The  duration  record  went  back  to  the  United  States  in  1928,  when  Messrs. 

Hal deman  and  Stinson,  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  established  the  mark  of  53  hours, 

36  minutes  and  41  seconds,  which  record  stood  until  refueling  flights  became 
the  vogue. 

The  first  refueling  flight  was  made  by  Captain  Lowell  H.  Smith  and  Lieut. 
John  Paul  Richter  at  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.  Pioneers  in  establishing 
the  practicability  of  refueling  airplanes  while  In  flight,  on  June  28-29,1923, 
they  piloted  a DeHaviland  airplane,  refueled  in  flight,  for  37  hours,  15  min- 
utes, 14-4/5  seconds. 

Refueling  flights  became  popular  following  the  record  established  by  Army 
Air  Corps  flyers  in  the  airplane  "Question  Mark"  over  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado, 
Calif.  Starting  on  the  first  day  of  the  present  year,  they  flew  what  was  then 
an  unheard  of  time  of  150  hours,  40  minutes  and  15  seconds. 

Two  American  airmen,  whom  the  Press  termed  "Texas  Cowboys"  went  the  Army 
endurance  flyers  almost  22  hours  better,  when  they  made  air  history  at  Fort 
Worth,  Texas*  These  two  Texans,  Messrs.  James  Kelly  and  R.L.  Robbins,  flew 
their  Ryan  monoplane, the  "Fort  Worth",  for  172  hours, 32  minutes  and  1 second. 

Two  ex-no n- commissioned  officers  of  the  Army  Air  Corps,  Messrs.  Roy  L. 
Mitchell  and  Byron  K.  Newcomb,  wrested  the  laurels  from  the  Texas  Cowbftys  by 
piloting  their  airplane  over  Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  a duration  record  of  174 
- hours,  59  seconds. 

The  duration  stock  market  made  quite  a jump  when  Loren  Mendell  and  R.B. 
Reinhart  took  their  turn  in  an  attempt  to  break  the  duration  record.  These  two 
airmen,  whom  the  papers  nicknamed  the  ."two  tough  hombres" , piloted  a Buhl  air 
sedan  for  246  hours,  43  minutes,  2 seconds. 

New  duration  records  were  coming  so  thick  and  fast  that  no  one  dared  to 
predict  that  the  above  mark  would  last  for  any  appreciable  time.  And  it- is  well 
that  they  did  not,  for  Jackson  and  O’ Brine  had  yet  to  be  reckoned  with. 

And  so  the  duration  record  which  now  is  entered  on  the  books  reads  420 
hours,  21  minutes  and  30  seconds.  We  are  making  no  predictions,  but  readers 
of  the  News  Letter  may  find  amusement  by  perusing  the  following  sketch  by  H.I. 
Phillips,  which  appeared  in  a recent  issue  of  the  Washington  POST: 

"THE  HOURS-IN-THE  -AIR  FLIERS 


(The  scene  is  a municipal  center  where  two  birdmen,  Blocks  and  Schnozzel, 
are  being  honored  after  just  having  established  a world’s  record  for  endurance. 
They  have  been  up  ten  days.) 

Mayor  (addressing  the  fliers)™  Gentlemen,  we  are  here  today  to  celebrate 
an  epochal  event.  You  two  daring  heroes  of  the  blue,  by  remaining  ten  days  in 
the  air,  have'  accomplished  something  no  other  airmen  have  been  able  to  achieve. 
You  have  set  a world’s  record  that  will  endure  for  all  time,  and  I am  indeed 
happy  to  present  you  this  medal,  whicii- 

Mayor’s  Secretary  (Interrupting  him  and  whispering) -Just  a moment,  your 
honor.  This,  er,  is  a telegram  which  has  just  come  in  and  it,  er,  somewhat  al- 
ters matters. 

Mayor  - What  is  it? 

Secretary  - It  seems  that  two  other  airmen,  Schmaltz  and  Rosenwaller,  have 
just  come  down  in  California  after  being  in  the  air  fifteen  days  and  seventeen 
hours . 

Mayor  (resuming)  - Gentlemen,  tidings  have  just  been  received  which  some- 
what change  the  complexion  of  this  ceremony.  Two  birdmen  have  alighted  in  Cal- 
ifornia after  retting  a new  record  of  more  than  fifteen  days  in  the  air.  We 
hail  this  achievement,  but  nevertheless  we  may  justly  proceed  with  this  cere- 
mony and  honor  you  two  boys  as  pioneers  who  v/ere  the  first  to  remain  ten  days 
in  the  air . Ten  full  days  in  the  air  continue  a truly  remarkable  and  noteworthy 
y performance  and  I am  glad  to  present  this  medal  to  you  as  two  of  the  world's 
most  *** 
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Committee  Member  - ’(Tugging  at  the  Mayor’ s elbow)  - You’d  better  wait  a 
minute . 

Mayor  - What  now? 

Committee  Member-  We’ve  just  heard  over  the  radio  that’  Mooney  and  puddi- 
combGjba.pair  of  Detroit  airmen,  have  come  down  in  Ohio  after  remaining  in  the 
air  two  full  weeks  and  throe  days.  ’ : " - 

Mayor  - Gentlemen,  I am  informed  that  Mooney  and  Puddi combe  have  come  down 
in  Ohio  after  remaining  aloft  nearly  two  and  a half  weeks . Such  a feat  is  de- 
serving of  the  greatest  praise.  Nevertheless  the  record  set  by  you  .two  boys 
was  a noteworthy  one  at  the  time  and  I take  groat  pleasure  in  presenting  this 
medal  to  you  for  having  been  among  the  earliest  fliers  to  attempt  *** 

Policeman  (nudging  the  Mayor)  - Just  a second,  boss. 

Mayor  - Now  what ’ s happened? 

Policeman  - The  newspaper  boys  have  just  sent  word  that  Broaches  and 
Czologowski  have  come  down  in  Missouri  after  haw.ihg  remained  in  the  air  three 
weeks,  two  days  and  seventeen  hours. 

Mayor  (wearily)  - Gentlemen,  two  more  fliers  have  alighted  and  set  a new 
world’s  record  for  hour-in-the-air  flights.  Accept  this  medal  with  my  best 
wishes. 

The  Two  Pliers (now  quite  disgusted)  - Why? 

Mayor  - As  a couple  of  old-time  airmen  who  in  the  early  days  of  American 
aviation  did  their  best. 

— -oOo- — 

AIR  CORPS  PARTICIPATION  IN  NATIONAL  AIR  RACES 

Almost  fifty  Army  planes  will  take , part  in  the  National  Air  Races  to  be 
held  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  from  August  24th  to  September  2nd.  A total  of  45  of  ‘ 
these  planes  will  participate  in  tactical  exhibition  flights  during  the  Races, 
comprising  18  Attack  planes  from  the  3d  Attack  Group  stationed  at  Port  Crockett, 
Galveston,  Texas;  18  Pursuit  planes  from  the  Pirst  pursuit  Group,  Selfridge 
Field,  Mt . Clemens,  Mich.,  and  9 Bombardment  planes  from  the  2nd  Bombardment 
Group,  Langley  Field,  Va.  The  Bombardment  planes  are  the  same  ones  which 
started  from  Langley  Field,  Va.,  on  the  morning  of  August  5th  for  a tactical 
formation  flight  to  the  Pacific  Coast  and  return. 

Pilots  from  the  Pirst  Pursuit  Group  will  participate  in  the  annual  John 
L.  Mitchell  Trophy  Race,  which  event  is  limited  to  members  of  this  organisation. 
The  Attack  pilots  will  compete  for  the  General  Mason  M.  Patrick  Trophy,  also  an 
annual  event,  which  is  limited  to  members  of  the  Third  Attack  Group. 

— oOo— - 

LIEUT . UPSTON  PERFORMS  ERRAND  OP  MERCY 

An  errand  of  merev  recently  performed  by  an  Army  Air  Corps  pilot  was  the 
means  of  averting  prolonged  suffering  on  the  part  of  an  Army  officer  who  sus- 
tained a broken  arm  as  a result  of  being  thrown  from  his  horse.  Captain  Her- 
bert C.  Hcldridge,  Cavalry,  an  instructor  at  a training  camp  at  Stroudsburg, 
Penna. , was  the  patient  who  made  the  trip  in  the  aerial  ambulance . His  right 
arm  was  broken  at  the  shoulder,  and  he  suffered  such  excruciating  pain  that  a 
message  was  dispatched  to  the  Chief  of  Cavalry  in  Washington  to  arrange  for 
the  immediate  transportation  of  this  officer  to  Walter  Reed  General  Hospital. 

Communicating  this  message  to  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  ah  airplane  was 
promptly  dispatched  to  Easton,  Pa.,  piloted  by  Lieut . J.E . Upston.  There  be- 
ing no  suitable  landing  field  at  Stroudsburg,  Capt . Holdridge  was  brought  by 
automobile  to  Easton. 

Piloting  an  02-J  Observation  plane,  Lieut.  Upston  made  the  trip  back  to ' • 
Washington  with  his  patient  in  an  hour  and  25  minutes.  The  airline  distance  * 
between  Washington  and  Easton  is  approximately  200  miles,  and  by  train  the 
journey  would  have  required'  nine  hours  and,  in  addition,  a stop  over  en  route 
to  make  train  connections. 

Promptly  upon  the  arrival  of  the  02-J  plane  at  Bolling  Field,  a waiting 
ambulance  was  ready  to  take  the  patient  to  the  hospital. 
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ARM  AIHSHIP  LANDS  IN  THE  CAPITOL  GROUNDS 

Regarding  the  flight  of  the  Army  Airship  C-41 , piloted  by  Captain  William 
J.  Plood,  Air  Corps,  from  Langley  Field,  Hampton,  Va.  , to  Washington,  and  his 
feat  of  landing  it  directly  east  of  the  Capitol  on  July  26th  last,  the  OHIO 
STATE  JOURNAL  makes  the  following  editorial  comment: 

"Senator  Bingham,  of  Connecticut,  has  the  unique  distinction  of  being  the 
first  member  of  Congress  to  arrive  on  official  business  in  an  Army  blimp  at  the 
very  door  of  the  capitol.  The  Senator  had  gone  in  an  Army  plane  from  Washington 
to  Langley  Field,  Va.  , to  inspect  the  big  balloon  hangar  there.  The  next  morn- 
ing he  was  summoned  back  to  the  capital  by  telegraph  to  attend  a meeting  of  the 
senate  finance  committee,  of  which  he  is  a member.  The  airplane  hangars  wore 
two  miles  away,  but  the  blimp  was  ready  at  hand  and  the  senator  accepted  the 
suggestion  to  make  the  140-mile  trip  in  it. 

Two  landing  crews  of  20  men  were  hurriedly  summoned  to  the  capitol  and  to  . 
the  astonishment  of  Washington  the  blimp  made  a landing  at  the  very  entrance 
to  the  building.  Senator  Bingham  climbed  out  and  within  a few  minutes  was  en- 
gaged in  the  committee  meeting,  after  observing,  1 That 1 s the  way  all  congress- 
men will  arrive  in  the  future.'  Picking  up  two  passengers,  the  blimp  meanwhile 
set  off  on  the  return  trip  to  her  home  hangar  as  though  it  were  an  every-day 
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occurrence.  * * * " 

Besides  Senator  Bingham  and  Captain  Flood,  the  other  occupants  of  the  air- 
ship on  its  trip  to  Washington  were  Lieut.  B.T.  Starkey,  alternate  pilot;  Major 
Ira  Longanecker;  Mr.  Wilkinson,  a civilian  cameraman,  and  a crew  of  three  en- 
listed men.  The  duration  of  the  flight  was  three  hours.  Upon  arriving  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  capitol , Captain  Flood  steered  the  airship  dowm  over  the  trees, 
and  with  the  aid  of  the  ground  crew  of  20  men  from  Bolling  Field,  landed  with- 
out difficulty. 

After  Senator  Bingham  took  leave  of  the  airship,  Mr.  C.W.  Hassell,  a Hew 
York  cartoonist,  was  taken  on  as  passenger,  and  the  return  flight  to  Langley 
Field  was  made  in  two  hours. 

0O0— - 

BOMBING  PLANES  IN  LONG-DISTANCE  FLIGHTS 

Nine  LB-9  twin-motored  hombers  took  off  at  6:10  A. M., August  5th  from  Lang- 
ley Field,  7a.,  on  a "rush"  flight  across  the  continent  to  Rockwell  Field,  Cor  - 
nado,  Calif,  This  flight,  which  is  under  the  command  of  Major  Hugh  J.  Kherr, 

Air  Corps,  is  scheduled  to  make  only  two  stops  en  route  for  refueling  - the 
first  one  at  Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111.,  and  the  second  one  either  at  Ama- 
rillo, Texas,  or  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  The  gasoline  capacity  of  the  Bomberr 
on  this  trip  is  600  gallons, each,  sufficient  for  a continuous  flight  of  betweei 
11  and  12  hours. 

The  return  flight  of  the  Squadron  from  Rockwell  Field  will  be  made  in 
easy  stages,  stops  to  be  made  at  Oakland,  Calif.;  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  Chey- 
enne, Wyo.;  Denver,  Colo.;  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Dayton,  Ohio;  and  Cleveland, Ohio . 
At  the  last-named  city  the  pilots  will  participate  in  exhibition  flights  during, 
the  National  Air  Races  to  be  hold  there  between  August  24th  and  September  2nd, 
after  which  they  will  return  to  Langley  Field. 

The  purpose  of  this  flight  is  to  determine  the  practicability  of  the  move* 
ment  of  aircraft  formations  over  long  distances  by  air,  and  to  gauge  the  ap- 
proximate time  this  type  of  maneuver  will  take.  It  is  possible  that  night 
flying  and  refueling  from  the  air  will  be  practiced  en  route. 

The  personnel  participating  in  this  round-trip  transcontinental  flight 
are  enumerated  below,  as  follows: 

Plane  No . 47 
Lieut.  W.R.  Wolf  en  Larger 
Lieut.  E. M. Day 
Sergeant  Cobb, 

Private  Boyer't 

Plane.  No . 42 
Major  Hugh  J.  Kherr 
Lieut.  F.B.  Kendall 
Sergeant  Wilson 
Staff  Sgt.  Miller 
Plane  No . 46 
Lieut.  A.J.K.  Malone 
Lieut.  W.  Higgins 
Staff  Sgt . McMinanen 
Private  Ruth 

On  August  1st,  four  LB-6  Bombers  ("Cyclops")  each  powered  with  two  Wright 
"Cyclone"  engines,  were  flown  from  the  factory  at  Bristol,  Penna.,  to  Langley 
Field,  Va.,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  following  day  to  Bolling  Field,  D.C. 

On  the  afternoon  of  August  2nd  this  flight,  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 

Ward  F.  Robinson,  Air  Corps,  took  off  for  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  en  route 
to  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone.  This  "ferrying"  flight  from  the  Keystone 
factory,  where  the  planes  were  built,  to  the  Panama  Canal  Zone,  represents  the 
first  attempt  in  the  history  of  the  Air  Corps  to  transport  a formation  of  plane# 
under  their  own  power  from  a factory  in  this  country  to  one  of  the  Nation* s ter- 
ritorial possessions. 

From  Wright  Field  the  Bombers  will  follow  a new  route  south  through  the 
United  States  and  Latin  America,  which  will  probably  become  a beaten  military 
highway  of  the  air  between  the  United  States  and  Panama.  This  route  will  carry 
the  Bombers  to  their  new  station  by  way  of  Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111.*  Musk- 
ogee, Okla.;  Dallas,  San  Antonio  and  Brownsville,  Texas;  Tampico  and  Minatitlaii, 
Mexico;  Guatemala  City,  Guatemala;  Puntarenas,  Costa  Rica,  and  David,  Republic 
of  Panama. 


plane  No  ♦ 41 
Captain  S.L.  Palmer 
Lieut.  L.F.  Harman 
Mr. Sgt.  Granger 
Staff  Sgt.  Meyers 
Plane  No . 45 

Lieut.  George  W.  Hammond 
Lieut.  F.L.  Fair 
Staff  Sgt.  Martin 
Private  Delavin 
Plane  No.  49 
Lieut.  E.J.  Martin 
Lieut.  W.C.  Bentley 
Sergeant  Smith 
Private  Tuzenslar 


plane  No . 44 
Lieut.  H.W.  Beaton 
Lieut.  M.  Huggins 
Staff  Sgt.  West 
Private  McDonald 
Plaiie  No  . 48 
Lieut.  J.W.  Adams 
Lieut.  W.R*  Agee 
Mr .Sgt.  Taylor 
Private  Cushing 
Plane  No . 45 
Capt . C .E . Rust 
Lieut.  M.M.Bernside 
Staff  Sgt.  DeRossot 
Mr. Sgt.  Budoff 
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The  distance  from  Washington  to  Brownsville,  Texas,  is  1,950  miles,  and 
from  this  Texas  border  city  to  France  Field,  2,300  miles,  making  the  total  dis- 
tance about  4,250  miles. 

No  attempt  will  be ’made  to  break  any  spoed  records  over  the  route,  and  the 
flight  will  require  approximately  15  days.  The  trip  will  be  a thorough  cross- 
country test  for  pilots  and  planes.  The  ferrying  of  the  pianos  instead  of  crat- 
ing and  shipping  them  is  expected  to  result  in  a considerable  saving  of  trans- 
portation costs  to  the  Government . It  is  estimated  that  the  cost  of  crating 
the  LB-6  piano  for  shipment  is  from  $2,600  to  $2,800.  Each  plane  requires  three 
railroad  flat  cars  for  transportation  to  the  port  of  embarkation.  It  is  antici- 
pated that  the  total  cost  of  the  flight  to  France  Field  will  bar  less  than  that 
of  merely  crating  the  planes  at  the  Factory. 

A total  personnel  of  eight  officers  and  four  enlisted  men  started  on  the 
Panama  flight.  Four  of  the  officers,  2nd  Lieut  s.  Donald  W.  Buckrnan,  William  T . 
Caiman,  Reginald  F.C.  Vance  and  William  A.  Matheny,  members  of  the  2nd  Bombard- 
ment Group,  Langley  Field,  are  co-pilots  detailed  for  duty  on  this  flight  for 
the  purpose  of . gaining  the  valuable  experience  in  cross-country  flying  which  it 
will  afford.  The  pilots  and  the  four  crew  chiefs,  members  of  the  25th  Bombard- 
ment Squadron,  stationed  at  France  Field,  Panama,  are  Lieut s.  Ward  F.  Robinson 
(flight  commander),  Ernest  E.  Harmon,  John  M.  Davies  and  Dwight  J.  Canfield,  and 
Tech. Sgt . Arvin  B.  Jewell,  Cpl,  J.F.  Bull,  Sgt . Milton  H.  Hawkins  and  Staff  Sgt . 
William  R.  Wright. 

T^e  co-pilots  will  return  to  Langley  Field  aboard  an  Army  transport, 

— oOo— 

NAVY  BETTERS  ITS  OWN  ALTITUDE  RECORD 

\ 

.Although  Lieut . C .C. Champion,  of  the  U.S  .Navy,  lost  the  altitude  record 
which  he  established  two  years  ago  (37,985  feet),  this  particular  record  is 
still  in  the  possession  of  the  Navy,  for  Lieut.  Apollo  Soucek  is  the  present 
holder  thereof.  This  Naval  officer,  in  an  altitude  flight  on  June  4th  over 
the  Naval  Air  Station,  Anacostia,  D.C.,  attained  11,753  meters  (38,559  feet), 
and  the  Federation  Aeronaut ique  Internationale  officially  recognized  it  as  a 
new  world  seaplane  altitude  record. 

oOo — -* 


ASSIGNMENT  OF  WEST  POINT  GRADUATES  TO  PRIMARY  FLYING  SCHOOL 


In  the  last  issue  of  the  News  Letter  it  was  stated  that  the  101.  ' West 
Point  graduates,  who  were  dat ailed  to  the  Air  Corps  for  flying  training  are  due 
to  report  not  later  than” November  1st  next  at  the  Primary  Flying  School  at 
Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas.  It  now  develops  that  under  Special  Orders  of 
the  War.  Department,  recently  issued,  the  number  of  graduates  so  detailed  is  in- 
creased to  106,  of  which  number  58  will  report  to  the  primary  Flying  School  at 
Brooks  Field 'and  the  remaining  48  to  the  one  at  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif. 

The  policy  in  the  past  of  sending  all  West  Point  graduates,  detailed  to 
the  Air  Corps,  to  the  Primary  Flying  School  at  Brooks  Field  has  been  changed  in 
the  interests  of  economy  in  the  matter  of  transportation.  In  the  present  in- 
stance these  graduates. were,  as  far  as  possible,  ordered  to  the  Primary  School 
nearest  their  homes. 

West  Point  Graduates  Assigned  to  Brooks  Field 


Frederick  R.  Dent,  Jr  . , C .E . 
Howard  Moore, C .E . 

James  L.  Majors,  C.E. 

Ward  T.  Abbott,  C.E. 

Joseph  J.  Ladd,  Infantry 
John  G.  Minniece,  Jr.,  Cavalry 
David  F.  Brown,  Field  Artillery 
Thomas  L.  Bryan,  Jr.,  Infantry 
Philip  H.  Draper,  Jr . ,F.A. 

Paul  W.  Shumate,  Cavalry 
Harold  G.  Hayes,  Signal  Corps 
Charles  B.  McClelland, Jr .Cav. 
Edwin  H.J.  Carns,  Cavalry 
Edwin  G.  Griffith, C .A. C. 

Bert  C.  Muse,  Q..M. Corps 


Eugene  L.  Moseley,  Infantry 
Ezekiel  W.  Napier,  Q.M.  Corps 
Charles  C.W.  Allan,  Cavalry 
William  K.  Ghormley,  Q.M. Corps 
James  M.  Gavin,  Infantry 
Samuel  V.  Stephenson, C .A. C. 
Lester  S.  Bork,  Infantry 
Edward  A.  Dodson,  C.A.C, 
Charles  G.  Calloway,  C.A.C. 
John  W.  Stribling, Jr Infantry 
Thomas  B.  McDonald,  C.A.C. 

Helm  G.  Wilde,  Infantry 
Daniel  C.  Doubleday,  C.A.C. 
Charles  N.  Hunter,  Infantry 
Lo  gan  Clarke,  I nf ant  ry 
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Frederic  H.' Smith,  Jr., F.A. 

Luster  A.  Vickrey,  F.A. 

Robert  M.  Losey,  F.A. 

Jchn-J.  O’Hara, Jr . ,F .A. 

Milton' A.  Acklon,  Cavalry 
William  L.  Fagg , Infantry 
Dexter  M.  Lowry,  Jr., Infantry 
Calvin  L.  Partin,  C.A.C.-  " < 

Donald  M.  Schorr,  Cavalry 
Laurence  N.  Buck,  Infantry 
Paul  W.  Caraway,  Infantry 
Wayne  J.  Dunn,  Cavalry 
William  G.  Bo.wyor,  Signal  Corps 
Clebert  L.  Hail,  Infantry 

WEST  POINT  GRADUATES 
Don  Z.  Zimmermann,  Corps  Engineers 
Harold  H.  Bassett,  C.E. 

Alvin  G.  Viney,  C.E. 

Bruce  D.  Rindlauh,  C.E. 

Frank  E.  Fries,  C.E.  . 

Roger  J.  Browne,  Cavalry 
Warren  C McDermid,  F.A. 

George  R.  Sutherland,  Cavalry 
Charles  Sommers,  Signal  Corps 
Joseph  M.  Colby,  Cavalry 
Wayland  H.  Parr,  C.A.. 

JohnE.  Theimor,  F.A. 

John  C.  Horton,  F.A. 

Marshall  S.  Roth,  Q.M. Corps 
Rudolph  Fink,  C . A , C . 

Robert  M.  Hr aft,  F.A. 

Roy  G.  Cum,  infantry 
Sidney  A.  Ofsthun,  F.A. 

Donald  J.  Koirn,  F.A. 

D0nald  W.  Arnagost,  Cavalry 
Dwight  B.  Schannep,  F.A. 

Charles  S .P .Vander blue, F.A. 

Emery  S.  Wetzel,  F.A. 

Carl  H.  Clark,  F.A.  < 


David  X.  Angluin,  Infantry7-. 

Charles  G.  Williamson 
John  L . Hornor , Jr . 

George  P.  Moody,  Infantry 
William  L.  Have,  Infantry 
James .J.  Fitzgibbons,  Infantry 
Morris  S.  Longaker , Jr.,  Infantry 
Cornelius  Z.  Hyra,  Infantry 
Robert  F.  Sadler,  Infantry 
Hormando 'A.  Costello,  Infantry 
John  H.  Stone,  Infantry 
Thomas  R.  Lynch,  Infantry 
Thomas  C . Dolan,  Infantry 
Robert  Van  M.  Smith, Infantry . 
ASSIGNED  TO  MARCH  FIELD 

Frank  M.  Steadman,  F.A. 

Harland  H.  DeKayo,  C.A. 

William  E.  Harncs,  Cavalry 
John  W ,•  Hammond,  Infantry 
Dale  J.  Kinnec,  Infantry 
John  D.  Cone,  Infantry 
George  R.  Evans,  Infantry 
Melie  J.  Coutlce,  Infantry 
Harlan  C.  Parke s,  C.A. 

James  J.  Mathews,  Infantry 
Marshall  Stubbs,  Infantry 
Jerald  W.  McCoy,  Infantry 
Donald  A.  Stevning,  Infantry 
Chari  c s G . Rau,  I nf  ant  ry ... . 

Pearl  E.  Robey,  Infantry 
Keene  Watkins,  Infantry 
Herbert  J.  Van  der  Heide,  Infantry 
Phineas  K.  Morrill,  Jr., Infantry 
Philip  W.  Merrill,  Infantry 
Henry  L.  Knight,  Infantry. 

William  R.  Purient,  'Infantry 
George  V.  Millett,  Jr. 

Lionel  T.R.  Trotter, Infantry . 
Thomas  J.  DuBose,  C.A. 

■oOo • 


WAR  DEPARTMENT  ORDERS  AFFECT  IMG  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS 


Changes  of  Station:  Captain  Ralph  H.  Wooten,  Fort  Crockett,  Texas,  to 
Santiago, Chile,  for  duty  as  Military  Attache. 

Captain  Claire  L.  Chennault,  Brooks  Field,  to  Langley  Field,  Va. , for  duty 
as  student.  Air  Corps  Tactical  School. 

1st  Lieut.  George  0.  Roberson  from  Walter  Reed  General  Hospital  to  Chanute 
Field,  Ra.ntoul,  111.  . • •• 

1st  Lieut.  Bernard  T.  Castor  to  Air  Corps  Training  Conter,  Duncan  Field, 
Texas,  upon  expiration  tour  of  duty  in  Hawaiian  Department . 

Upon  completion  of  tour  of  duty  in  Panama  Canal  Department,  Captain  Rudolph 
W.  Fropst  to  Chanute  Field, 111.;  1st  Lieut.  Rufus  B.  Davidson  to  Air  ’Corps 
Training  Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas;  1st  Lieut.  Hugh  C.  Downey  to  . Mitchel 
Field,  L.I. 

Upon  completion  of  tour  of  duty  in  Hawaiian  Department,  1st  Lieut.  George 
G.  Cressey  to  Scott  Field,  111.;  1st  Lieut.  Horace  S.  Kenyon,  Jr.,  to  March 
Field,  Calif. 

1st  Lieut.  Patrick  W.  Timber  lake,  March  Field,  to  Panama  Canal  Department, 
Sailing  from  San  Francisco  about  November  27,  1929. 

Captain  Harold  H.  George,  Kelly  Field,  and  2nd  Lieut.  Donald  W.  Buckman,  • 
Langley  Field,  to  Panama  Canal  .'Department,  sailing  from  Hew  York  about  Nov.  22, 
1929. 


2nd  Lieut.  Budd  J.  Peaslee,  Mitchel  Field,  and  Hoyt  L.  Prindle,  Selfridgtf 
Field,  to  Hawaiian  Department,  sailing  from  New  York  about  December  11,  1929. 
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1st  Lieut.  David  R.  Stinson,  Panama  Canal  Department,  to  Middletown,  Pa. 
Air  Depot . 

1st  Lieut.  Samuel  0.  Carter,  Langley  Field,  to  Clianute  Field,  Rant oul, 111. 
Promotions:  James  E.  Fechet  (Major-General,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps)  from 
Lieut  .-Colonel  to  Colonel,  rank  from  July  17,  1929. 

2nd  Lieut,  Robert  R.  Selway,  Jr.,  to  1st  Lieut,  rank  from  July  12,1929. 

2nd  Lieut.  John  G.  Moore  to  1st  Lieut.,,  rank  from  July  16,  1929. 
Resignation:  Captain  Theoso  Elwin  Tillinghast . 

Reserve  Officers  to  Extended  Active  Duty:  2nd  Lieut.  Allen  Chessman, 
Oakland,  Calif.,  to  Crissy  Field,  Calif.,  July  21,  1929  to  June  50,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Cedric  Burwell  Davis  to  Rockwell  Field,  Calif.,  August  1,  1929, 
to  June  30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Wm.  Claude  Thomas,  Atlantic  City,  N.J.,  to  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y., 
August  1,  1929,  to  June  30,  1930. 
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NOTES  FROM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 
— ■-oOo--' - 

Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  July  17th. 

Brig. General  Frank  P.  Lahm,  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Air  Corps  Train- 
ing Center,  was  granted  a 60-day  leave  of  absence,  effective  July  15th.  The 
General  will  spend  his  vacation  in  Canada.  Maj . James.  1 .Chaney,  Commandant  of 
the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School,  will  command  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center 
during  the  absence  of  General  Lahm.  This  is  in  addition  to  his  other  duties, 

Lieut.  John  M.  Clark  reached  the  finals  in  the  San  Antonio  City  Golf  Cham- 
pionship Tournament  on  July  ‘12th.  He  came  through  two  local  favorites  with 
scores  of  6 and  5 and  2 and  1 to  reach  the  finals  against  the  general  favorite, 
Menefee.  Tod  Memefee  has  been  either  champion  or  runner-up  in  local  golf 
circles  for  several  years. 

The  36-hole  finals  were  held  on  July  13th  on  the  San  Antonio  Country  Club 
links  and  were  played  during  intermittent  showers  on  a heavy  course.  Menefee 
proved  to  be  the  best  mud  horse  and  came  through  with  a 5 and  4.  Clark's  put- 
ter, which  had  been  working  sensationally  during  three  previous  matches,  fail- 
ed him  in  the  finals. 

Capt . Warner  B.  Gates,  a recent  arrival  at  Kelly  Field,  who  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  48th  School  Squadron,  was  stationed  with  the  16th  Observation  Squad- 
ron at  Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  prior  to  his  present  assignment. 

1st  Lieut.  Ivan  L.  Proctor,  A.C.,  reported  from  Chanute  Field,  111.  He 
was  assigned  to  duty  as  Commanding  Officer  of  the  40th  School  Squadron. 

1st  Lieut.  Lloyd  H.  Hunting,  A.C.,  departed  July  2d  on  a 60-day  leave  of 
absence,  upon  expiration  of  which  he  will  report  to  the  Commanding  Officer, 
France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone . He  sails  from  Hew  York  on  or  about  September 
19th.  Kelly  Field  regrets  his  departure. 

1st  Lieut.  Edwin  Sullivan  was  granted  a 4-months8  leave  of  absence,  ef- 
fective on  July  11th. 

1st  Lieut.  Aubrey  B.  Ballard  departed  from  this  station  on  July  7th,  hav- 
ing been  granted  3 months’  leave  of  absence.  On  expiration  of  his  leave,  he 
will  report  at  Chanute  Field  as  a student  in  the  Maintenance  Engineering  Course 

2nd  Lieut.  Turner  A.  Sims,  Jr.,  who  received  orders  detailing  him  to  duty 
at  West  Point,  hopes  to  take  advantage  of  a 22-day  leave  about  the  2d  of  August 

2nd  Lieut.  Dernas  T.  Craw  was  relieved  by  2nd  Lieut.  H.R.  Baxter  as  Assist- 
ant Commandant  of  Cadets,  on  July  11th. 

1st  Lieut.  Rogers  Giles  Miller,  D.C.,  recently  accepted  an  appointment  as 
Lieutenant  in  the  Dental  Corps.  He  will  report  at  this  station  upon  the  ex- 
piration of  a 30 -day  leave. 

1st  Lieut.  Arthur  Thomas,  the  Secretary,  returned  from  a most  enjoyable 
30-day  leave,  part  of  which  was  spent  in  Mexico.  The  reporter  for  the  San 
Antonio  Hews  lost  his  job  endeavoring  to  record  Lieut.  Thomas*  "fish  stories". 

Capt.  Ray  H.  Green,  Q.M.C.,  arrived  here  July  14th,  and  was  assigned  to 
the  Quartermaster  Detachment  as  Assistant  to  the  Post  Quartermaster. 

1st  Liout.  Delmar  H.  Bunt on, A. C . , Engineering  Officer  of  the  A.C.A.F.S., 
departed  from  this  station  on  July  15th  on  2-months*  leave  of  absence. 

2nd  Lieut s . Frank  H.  Robinson  and  Frank  G.  Irvin  reported  at  this  station 
and  were  detailed  on  special  duty  with  the  Training  Division  as  Flying  Instruc- 
tors with  the  Pursuit  Section. 

San  Antonio  Air  De-pot,  Duncan  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas.  July  23d. 


The  San  Antonio  Air  Depot  regrets  the  operation  of  the  foreign  service 
law  in  the  case  of  Lieut. -Col.  James  A.  Mars,  Air  Corps,  its  former  Commanding 
Officer,  who  was  transferred  to  the  Panama  Canal  Department  after  two  years1 
command  here.  Col.  Mars  relinquished  command  of  the  Depot  and  departed  for 
Panama  on  July  8th,  with  Mrs.  Mars  and  son,  James  A.  Jr.,  followed  by  warmest 
wishes  of  their  many  friends  here  for  happiness  and  success  at  their  new 
station. 

On  July  12th  the  Depot  welcomed  the  arrival  of  Maj . and  Mrs . A. W. Robins 
and  family,  who  came  from  Langley  Field,  Va.  Maj.  Robins,  our  new  Commanding 
Officer,  was  assigned  to  this  Depot  by  transfer  from  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  / 
School  at  Langley  Field  on  June  30th,  and  enjoyed  a.  short  leave  of  absence  b©- 
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fore  assuming  command.  Maj . and!  Mrs.  Robins  are  no  strangers  in  this  vicinity 
and  are  busy  renewing  many  old  acquaintances  here. 

1st  Lieut.  Lewis  S.  Webster,  Air  Corps,  is  another  new  member  of  thd  Depots 
official  circle,  having  arrived,  with  Mrs.  Webster  and  family,  on  June  30th, 
on  his  transfer  to  this  Depot  from  Langley  Field,  after  a short  leave  of  absence 

The  Depot  lost  two  other  officers  during  the  month  of  July,  1st  Lieuts. 
Robert  V.  Ignico  and  Herman  B.  Brojfhy,  Air  Corps,  both  transferred  to  Langley 
Field,  Va. , for  duty.  Lieut.  Ignico  and  family  departed  on  July  2d  for  a three 
months*  leave  of  absence  in  Virginia  before  joining  his  new  station.  Lieut. 
Brophy  was  transferred  on  July  8th,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Brophy  are  enjoying  a two 
months*  vacation  in  Minnesota.  The  many  friends  of  these  officers  in  this 
vicinity  sincerely  regret  losing  them,  wish  them  every  good  fortune  in  this  new 
location  and  hope  for  their  future  return. 

On  June  7th  the  Kiwenis  Club  of  San  Antonio  held  its  weekly  luncheon  as 
guests  of  the  Officers*  Club  at  this  Depot.  Approximately  100  of  the  total 
membership  of  150  Kiwanians  attended;  and  after  the  luncheon  the  guests  were 
conducted  on  a tour  of  inspection  of  the  various  activities  of  the  Depot,  in 
groups  of  ton  to  fifteen,  each  group  under  the  personal  guidance  of  an  officer. 
The  occasion  proved  mutually  enjoyable  and  beneficial,  cementing  more  closely 
the  relations  between  this  Depot  and  representative  citizens  of  San  Antonio. 

Many  of  the  visitors  expressed  surprise  at  the  extent  of  the  Depot’s  activities 
and  pleasure  in  obtaining  a fuller  realization  of  the  Depot’s  importance  in 
connection  with  the  interests  of  San  Antonio. 

Lieut,  and  Mrs.  A.S.  Alhro,  of  this  Depot,  returned  on  June  3d  from  a 
month’s  leave  of  absence,  having  enjoyed  a tour  through  Arizona,  Hew  Mexico 
and  the  Texas  Border. 

Lieut.  Charles  E.  Thomas, Jr.,  our  Depot  Supply  Officer,  and  Messrs.  Charles 
0.  Watson  and  Claude  D.  Whit ton  of  the  Supply  Department  of  this  Depot,  wore  on 
temporary  duty  at  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  the  latter  half  of  Juno,  studying  the 
operation  of  the  new  machine  bookkeeping  system  at  that  station,  which  system 
is  to  be  installed  in  the  Depot  Supply  Department  here. 

Maj.  Frank  D.  Lackland,  Air  Corps,  recently  of  Langley  Field,  and  former- 
ly Commanding  Officer  of  this  Denot , has  been  renewing  old  acquaintances  on  an 
informal  visit  to  this  vicinity  during  the  past  week. 

Capt.  William  F.  Le Baron,  of  the  Air  Corps  Reserve,  and  business  man  of 
San  Antonio,  was  on  active  duty  training  at  this  Depot  July  1st  to  14th.  This 
was  Capt.  Le Baron’s  second  period  of  active  duty  at  the  Depot,  he  having  been 
with  us  last  summer  on  active  duty. 

Warrant  Officer  Arthur  R.  Trabold  of  this  Depot  is  availing  himself  of  a 
leave  of  absence  for  a mo$th  and  a half,  since  July  17th,  visiting  in  the  Hortli 

During  the  months  of  May  and  June,  1929,  the  Engineering  Department  of  the 
San  Antonio  Air  Depot  overhauled  and  repaired  the  following  airplanes  and  en- 
gines; In  May:-  Airplanes,  overhaul:  1 A-3,  1 BH-4M-1,  1 DK-4M-1T,  10  DH-4M-2T, 
1 01-B,  1 02,  1 02-C,  2 PT-1,  2 PT-3A,  1 C-l,  Total,  21:  Airplanes,  miscellan- 
eous repair:-  1 DBS-4,  5 02-H,  1 02-J,  1 02-M4,  1 0-11,  1 P-1D,  1 PT-1,  1 C-l-C, 
Total,  12.  Engines,  major  overhaul:-  9 Curtiss  D--12,  4 Wright  E,  5 Wright  J-5, 
total,  18:  Engines,  Minor  overhaul:-  44  Liberty,  2 Wright  E,  total,  46. 

In  June:-  airplanes,  overhaul:  4 A-3,  1 LB-5,  1 DH-4M-1,  13  DH-4-M-2T,  1 
02-A,  1 P-1B,  1 P-1D,  5 PT-1,  1 X-PT-2,  3 ?T-3,  3 PT-3A,  total  34:  airplanes, 
miscellaneous  repair:-  2 A-3,  1 LB-5,  1 0-11,  2 02-C,  4 02-H,  1 02-K,  1 02-M4, 

7 PT-1,  1 PT-3,  1 C-l,  1 C-l-C,  total,  22.  Engines,  major  overhaul:-  6 Cur- 
tiss D-12,  1 Wright  E,  4 Wright  J-5,  total,  11:  engines,  minor  overhaul:-  66 
Liberty,  1 Wright  E,  1 Wright  J-5,  total,  68. 

Rockwell  Field,  Coronado.  Calif.,  July  15th . 

Maj.  A.L.  Sneed,  Commanding  Officer  of  Rockwell  Field,  left  this  station 
on  July  11th  to  attend  a special  conference  in  the  Chief’s  Office.  The  Major 
is  flying  a PW-9  plane. 

Maj.  Carl  Spatz  led  a formation  of  six  P-12  and  three  LB-7  planes  to  Los 
Angeles  on  July  lOtli,  landing  at  Metropolitan  Airport.  On  the  return  trip  the 
group  put  on  some  formation  work  above  Grand  Central  Airport,  Glendale,  Calif., 
where  an  immense  crowd  of  visiting  "Elks”  were  gathered  for  the  air  "show". 

Capt.  E.C. Black,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron,  was 
injured  in  an  accident  while  he  was  on  Detached  Service  at  Dayton, Ohio,  attend- 
ing a scries  of  conferences  on  Bombardment  type  airplanes. 
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Lieut.  Roger  V.  Williams  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  just  returned  frc'"1 
an  extended  cross-country,  y/hich  included  a visit  to  his  home  in  Spokane, Wash. 

Lieut.  Samuel  W.  Choyney,  now  on  leave  from  this  station,  was  married  in 
San  Antonio  on  July  11th.  The  "bride,  popular  in  San  Antonio  society,  was  Miss 
Harmony  Biddle,  daughter  of  Col.  and  Mrs.  D.H.  Biddle  of  Ft.  Sam  Houston. 

Officers  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  have  "been  practicing  formation  work 
and  individual  acrobatics  during  the  past  two  weeks.  Most  of  the  officers  have 
also  attempted  to  solve  the  problem  of  how  to  approach  a tow-target,  under  the 
new  rulings. 

Lieut.  William  R.  Casey,  who  just  reported  to  Rockwell  Field  from  Kelly 
Field,  was  married  to  Miss  Muriel  Anderson  on  July  8th  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Officers  of  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron  have  been  practicing  formation 
work  and  practice  and  simulated  bombing.  They  have  had  night  flying  two  nights 
each  week. 

Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  July  17th . 

This  month  marked  a decided  change  in  personnel  at  this  station.  Our 
Squadron  Commander,  Capt . Warner  B.  Gates,  was  transferred  to  the  Air  Corps 
Training- Center . Capt.  Gates  performed  the  duties  of  Squadron  Commander  and 
Operations  Officer  for  a number  of  years  here  with  enthusiasm  and  efficiency. 
His  transfer  is  regretted  by  both  his  fellow  officers  and  the  enlisted  men  who 
served  under  him. 

Lieut.  Herbert  E.  Rice,  and  Lieut.  Bernard  C.  Rose,  were  both  transferred 
to  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  to  act  as  instructors  at  the  Primary  Flying 
School.  Lieut.  Rice,  an  excellent  pilot  and  observer,  secured  his  commission 
at  this  Post,  having  served  here  for  three  years.  He  graduated  from  the  Ad- 
vanced Flying  School  in  the  Class  of  March,  1929. 

Capt.  Ross  F.  Cole,  comes  from  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School  on  July  15th 
probably  to  take  command  of  the  Squadron. 

Lieut.  Samuel  W.  Van  Meter  will  arrive  after  a month’s  leave  from  Chanute 
Field.  Lieut.  Taylor,  graduated  from  the  last  student  officers  class  at  Kelly, 
reports  here  after  leave. 

Four  graduates  of  the  June  class  of  Flying  Cadets  reported  on  July  1st, 
as  Reserve  Officers  on  a year’s  active  duty,  viz . 

Eugene  Harold  Beebe,  Moscow,  Idaho. 

Merlin  Ingels  Carter,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

William  Basil  Offutt,  Fulton,  Mo. 

Dick  Royal  Petty,  Audubon,  Iowa. 

These  officers  should  add  a fresh  burst  of  versatility  to  the  Squadron. 

Lieut.  David  R.  Johnson,  reported  on  July  3rd  from  Minneapolis,  Minn., 
for  one  year’s  active  duty. 

28th  Bbmbardmont  Squadron,  Comp  Nichols, Manila. P.I ..June  11,1929 . 

The  28th  celebrated  Organization  day  on  Juno  8th  with  a picnic  to  Mont- 
alban,  which  was  enjoyed  by  all  with  the  aid  of  our  old  friend,  Sr. San  Miguel. 
The  picnic  was  also  in  the  nature  of  a farewell  party  to  our  short -timers,  fe 
lose  quite  a few  men  on  the  June  15th  Transport,  notable  among  whom  are  Tech. 
Sgts.  Hartley  and  Short,  Staff  Sgts.  Burt,  Hunsberger,  Jones  and  Johnston, 

Sgts.  Shaw  and  Budzenski . We  hate  to  see  them  go  and  wish  them  all  the  best 
of  luck  in  their  new  outfits.  We  also  lose  Lt . J.A.  Woodruff,  our  Engineering 
Officer,  and  Lt . P.B.  Burrows.  Lt . Woodruff  is  replaced  as  Engineering  Officer 
by  Lt.  Phillips. 

Lt . Reeves,  in  addition  to  his  other  duties,  was  detailed  as  Assistant 
to  the  Department  Air  Officer. 

Lt . Grisham,  our  Operations  Offi cor,  returned  on  the  1st  from  a tour  of 
D.S.  in  Baguio.  Lt . Wells,  his  Assistant,  immediately  took  off  for  a dose  of 
the  same  medicine  for  a period  of  thirty  days. 

The  bombing  season  is  now  over  and  we  are  now  on  our  next  phase  of  train- 
ing, consisting  of  formation  flying,  and  once  weekly  a bombing  mission..  Our 
L.B.'s  have  had  all  the  reinforcements  and  changes  made  and  are  all  in  commis- 
sion. We  also  have  a number .of  Martins  in  commission. 

We  have  very  few  extended  cross -countries  due  to  the  limited  number  of 
landing  fields.  The  last  one  was  a flight  of  two  L.B.'s  to  Mindoro  with  the 
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following  personnel:  Capt.  Pur sol ey,  as  pilot;  Sgt . Duffy,  Crew  Chief;  Lt . 
Holbroolv(Xnf .)  and  Chaplain  Gafrison  as  Passengers  of.  one  plane  and  Lt , Wells, 
as  pilof ; Sgt..  Burt,  Crew  Chief;  Ensign  Holbrook  (U.S.N.)  and  Cpl . S wager , 
passengers,  ' ■ - ■ ' . . 

March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  July  25,  1929. 


The  Assistant  Commandant,  -Major  Leo  A.  Walton,  has  been  on  a month® s 
leave  of  absence. 

The  following  named  officers  are  now  occupying  the  new  quarters  on  the 


Post:  , 

Ma j . M.F.  Harmon, A.C.  ' 

■ 1 .Lieut. 

Ma  j . Leo  A.  Walt  on,  A.C. 

. ' Lieut . 

Ma j . L.N.Kec sling,  A.C. 

Lieut . 

Capt.  I.H.  Edwards,'  A.C. 

Lieut . 

Capt.  J.H.  Davidson,  A.C. 

Lieut  .• 

Capt.  Eyron  J.  Peters.,  M.C. 

Lieut . 

Capt.  J.B.  Patrick,  A.C. 

Lieut. 

Lieut.  R.C.W.  Blcssley,  A.C. 

Lieut . 

Lieut Walter  Miller, A.C. 

Lieut . 

Lieut.  Leo  F.  Post,  A.C. 

Lieut . 

Lieut.  J.G.  Williams,  A.C.  ' ■ 

Lieut. 

Lieut.  Y.A.  Pitts,  A.C. 

Lieut . 

Li eut , Homer  Chandler , A . C . 

Lieut . 

Lieut.  J.D.,  Givens,  A.C. 

Lieut . 

Lieut.  Barney  McK.  Giles,  A.C. 

Lieut . 

Lieut.  G.E.  Rice,  A.C. 

Lieut . 

Lieut.  L.  Woddington,  A.C. 

Lieut . 

Lieut.  M.H.  McKinnon,  A.C. 

Lieut . 

Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas, 

July  1st . 

R.L.  Owens,  A.C. 

H.  Sallee,  Q.M.C. 

W.Bt  Clarke,  A.C. 

C. E  0®  Connor , A.C. 

H.C.  Mintcr,  A.C. 
Cumberpatch,  A.C . 
Kenneth  Garrett,  A.C, 
James  M.  Sevan s,  A.C. 
H.W.  Ferguson,  A.C, 

D. W.  Norwood,  A.C. 

Leo  H.  Dawson,  A,  C, 
Patrick  Timberlake , A . C . 
Wilfred  Hardy, A. C. 

W.C.  White,  A.C. 

John  H.  Dull igan, A.C. 
R.E.  Eisher,  A.C. 

E. T.  Noyes,  A.C. 

E.W.  Barnes,  A.C. 


Owing  to  the  entire  3rd  Attack  Group  having  participated  in  the  Air  Corps 
Maneuvers  at  Wright  Field,  and  the  completion  of  the  training  season,  there  was 
no  scheduled  training  during  June.  Personnel  were  engaged  in  putting  the  equip- 
ment in  condition  and  the  inspection  of  airplanes  which  are  sont  to  the  depot 
for  major  overhaul. 

Four  extended  cross-country  flights  outside  of  the  500-mile  limit  were 
flown,  and  18  training  cross-country  flights  within  the  500-mile  limit. 

Nine  Reserve  Officers  were  assigned  and  joined  the  Group  June  28th. 

Eleven  officers,  ? enlisted  men,  in  nine  A-3 * s participated  in  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  Municipal  Airport,  June  12th  to  14th. 

The  ground  training  for  the  month  for  both  commissioned  and  enlisted  per- 
sonnel consisted  of  30  minutes  infantry  drill  on  five  days  each  week. 

The  commissioned  personnel  completed  the  mess  management  course  during 
the  first  25  days  of  the  month". 

The  Post  tennis  court  was  completed  and  is  in  constant  use  each  afternoon. 
The  representative  tennis  team  participated  in  the  Corps  Area  elimination 
contest  at  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas.  The  Post  Baseball  League  started,  and  two 
games  are  played  on  two  days  each  week. 


Mitchel  Field,  Long  Island,  New  York,  July  19th. 


During  the  month  of  June,  Mitchel  Field  carried  on  daily  radio  communi- 
cation exercises  with  the  Navy,  Joint  Army  and  Navy  telegraph  procedure  being 
used.  The  1st  and  5th  Squadrons  each  furnished  radio-equipped  planes  with 
pilot  and  observer,  and  at  the  end  of  each  mission  complete  radio  logs  of  the 
• messages  sent  and  received  were  turned  into  the  Post  Operations  Officer. 

Lieuts.  Birnn,  Umstead  and  Dice,  with  three  mechanics,  flew  to  Albany, N.Y. 
to  attend  the  Aeronautical  Exposition,  June  1st  and  2nd. 

Lieuts.  Dice,  Dorr  and  Shephard,  in  three  planes  of  the  5th  Squadron,  at- 
tended the  air  meet  at  Endicott,  N.Y.,  June  8th  and  9th.  Capt.  Walter  Bender 
and  Major  G.  DeF.  Larner,  Air  Reserve,  were  passengers  on  this  flight. 

On  the  night  of  June  10th, tests  were  made  of  Mark  I Reconnaissance  Flaxes, 
The  5th  Squadron  furnished  two  planes  for  these  tests.  Four  flights  were  made, 
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each  time  ty  a different  pilot,  who  afterwards  submitted. a report  covering  the' 
performance  of  these  flares  to  the  Operations.  Off  icer .. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  conferring  of  the 'degree  of  Doctor  of  Aeronautical 
Science  by  the  Pennsylvania  Military  College  on  General  Fechet  and  Admiral 
Moffet,  a formation  of  six  planes  of  ..the  1st  Observation  Squadron  flew  over  the 
exercises.  Lieut.  James  H.  Doolittle'  accompanied  this  flight. 

All  but  the  5th  Observation  Squadron,  participated  in  the  Military  Tourna- 
ment and  Garden  Party  held  at  Governors  Island  on  June  14th  and  15th.  Nine 
planes  flying  in  three  formations  of  three  planes  each  formed  the  Group  Echelon. 
Attacks  were  made  on  the  French  village  erected  on  the  Island.  During  the 
night  demonstrations,  three  planes,  each  outlined  with  electric  lights,  were 
flown  over  the  Island  by  Lieut's.  Uristead,  Overacker  and  Mower. 

Lieut s.  Akre  and  Mower,  with  two.  service  type  planes  equipped  for  towing 
t ergots  and  night  flying ,,  were  at  Langley  Field  since  June  15th,  cooperating 
with  the  Coast  Artillery  of  the  3rd  Corps  Area. 

A detachment  of  six  officers  and  72  enlisted  men  of  the  5th  Observation 
Squadron,  commanded  by  Lieut.  B.E.  Gates,  returned  to  Mitchel  Field  June  29th, 
after  having  been  on  maneuvers  with  the  1st  Division  since  June  15th  at  Camp 
Dix,  N.J.  Six  observation  planes,  one  equipped  for  photographic  work,  were 
used  in  these  maneuvers.  The  air  work  consisted  principally  of  reconnaissance, 
photographic  and  practice  with  machine  guns.  Lieut. 'N.J.  Peaslee  commanded  the 
truck  train,  which  consisted  of  nine  vehicles  and  three  trailers.  ' 

Lieut.  E.P.  Gaines,  with  an  enlisted  radio  man  as  passenger,  while  on  a 
night  flight  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  Radio  Beacon  installed  at  Mitchel 
Field,  flew  into  a storm  en  route  to  Washington  and  was  forced  to  land  at 
Philadelphia. 

The  "Miss 'Boomdrang,,,  a special  Curtiss  P-1,  powered  with  a 600  H.P. 

V-1570  motor,  was  delivered  to  Capt . Ross  G.  Koyt  on  June  30th. 

The  Air  Meet  at  Norwich,  N.Y.  was  attended  by  Lieuts.  Evans,  Umstead  and 
Prentiss  of  Mitchel  Field,  who  flew  to  that  city  June  21st  in  three  service 
type  planes.  From  Norwich  the  pilots  flew  to  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  where  they 
participated  in  the  Wyoming  Valley  Airport. 

Four  Observation  planes  from  the  1st  Squadron  and  one  from  the  Group  Head- 
quarters, mado  up  the  5-plane  formation  which  participated  in  the  dedication 
of  the  new  landing  field  of  the  Aviation  Country  Clubs,  Inc.,  near  Farmingdale, 
June  29th. 

A joint  Army -Red  Cross  problem  was  carried  out  June  29th  at  Somerville, 
N.J.,  Lieut.  A.S.  Heffley  piloted  a radio -equipped  Observation  plane  with  an 
enlisted  radio  operator  as  passenger.  The  problem  was  in  charge  of  Major  E.W. 
Macy,  .Commander,  E.M,  McEey  Post  No.  925,  Red  Cross, 
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The  chief  purpose  of- this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  frying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Array,  Reserve  Corps,  National 
Guard,,  and  others  connected. with  aviation. 

■ , ■ ■ ... --- oop-r- . 

AN  UNUSUAL  GROUP  OP  STUDENTS. 

' ...  by 

A.M.  Jacobs 

There  are  probably  few  schools  in  the  world  made  up  completely  of  students 
whose  careers  have  already  carried  them  through  accomplishments  colorful  and 
interesting  beyond  the,  ordinary  lives  of  men.  Bet',  this  condition  applies  to 
the  newly  convened  class  of  the  Navigation  School  at  Wright  Pield,  which  in- 
augurated its  second  course  of  study  on  July  1st,  under  the  direction  of  Capt. 
Clyde  V.  Pinter,  and  Mr.  Bradley  Jones.  It  is  an  exclusive  class,  made  up  of 
six  picked  pilots  of  the  Air  Corps:  Lieut s.  Lloyd  C.  Blackburn,  Uzal  G.  Ent, 
Harry  A.  Halverson,  WestsidoT . Larsen,  Odas  Moon  and  Edgar  T . Selzer. 

Two  of  them,  Lieut s.  Ent  and  Halverson,  wear  on  their  lapels  the  ribbon 
of  the  Distinguished  Plying  Cross,  the  award  bestowed  by  Congress  for  outstand- 
ing flying  achievements.  One  point  all  members  of  the  class  have  in  common. 

All  entered  aviation  by  enlisting  as  privates  first  class  in  the  old  Aviation 
Section  of  the  Signal  Corps  back  in  1917  and  1918,  when  the  country  needed  avia- 
tors to  send  to  war.  All  served  during  the  period  of  the  war  in  this  country, 

most  of  them  kept  here  as  instructors  for  the  making  of  other  new  flyers,  none 

of  them  obtaining  the, much  coveted  battle  service  which  was  the  goal  of  each 
young  flyer* s ambition.  It  is  since  the  war  that  they  have  managed  to  forge 
ahead  at  their  game.  . 

Any  pilot,,  of  course,  who.  has  been  in  aviation  from  that  day  to  this  and 

remains  alive  to  tell  the  talc,  has  a tale  to  tell,  no  matter  how  reticent  his 

tongue.  He  has  seen  aviation  move  through  the  primitive  stages  to  the  place 
where  it  has  commanded  a,  position  in  the  life  of  the  day.  But  between  enlist- 
ing and  meeting  as  fellow  students  at  Wright  Pield,  these  six  men  have  followed 
virtually  all  the  radii  of  the  world’s  airlines. 

Lieut.  Ent  was  all  of  eighteen  when  he  signed  up  to  learn  to  fly,  his 
choice  running  to  balloons  and  airships  rather  than  to  airplanes.  It  was  after 
the  war  that  he  received  a military  appointment  to  West  Point,  graduating  in 
1924.  In  1925  he  graduated  from  the  Chemical  Warfare  School,  and  in  1926  from 
the  Army  Balloon  and  Airship  School.  In  1928,  besides  completing  tho  special 
Observation  Course  at  Kelly  Pield  and,  receiving  the  rating  of  Airplane  Ohserver- 
. he> already  held  the  rating  of  Balloon  and  Airship  pilot  - he  received  the  Dis- 
tinguished Plying  Cross  and  the  Cheney  Award  for  the  performance  of  tho  out- 
standing Deed  of  Valor  for  that  year.  These  came  as  the  result  of  a thrilling 
experience.  He  had  entered  the  National  Balloon  Race  as  aide  to  Lieut.  Paul  G. 
Evert  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  flying  the  U.S.  Army  entry  No.  3.  During  the  flight., 
a heavy ^electrical  storm  arose  in  which  the  balloon  and  Lieut.  Evert  were  struck 
by  lightning.  The  balloon  began  to  burn  near  the  top  and  Lieut.  Evert  sank  un- 
conscious to  the  bottom  of  the  basket.  Instead  of  saving  his  own  life  by  para- 
chute, Lieut.  Ent,  not  knowing  how  seriously  his  companion  was  hurt,  stayed 
with  the  burning  balloon  and  by  great  skill  and  effort  brought  it  to  earth. 

It  was  only  after  landing,  when  they  had  got  Evert’s  body  away  from  the  almost 
consumed  balloon,  that  it  was  learned  that  ho  had  been  killed  by  the.  lightning 
stroke.  • j . . -u  . . 

Lieut.  Ent  was  in  command  of  the  Army  TC-5  when  it  landed  on  the  "American 
Trader"  eight  miles  out  at  sea.  This  was  the  first  instance  in  history  of  an 
airship  landing  on  a commercial  ship  at  sea.  He  also:  served  ab  co-pilot  in:  • 
the  landing  of  the  same  airship  on  the  Munitions  Building  in  Washington  during 
the  past  winter., 

Lieut.  Halverson,  the  other  Distinguished  Plying.  Cross  Pilot  of  the  class, 
joined  the  Par  West  Plying  Circus  organized  by  the  Army  to  stir  up  enthusiasm 
for.  the  Victory  Loan  Drive.  In  this  work  Halverson  flew  in  fourteen  states, 
traveling  from  city  to  city  by  train  with  the  airplanes  aboard.  Today  such 
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a mode  of  flying  travel  has  a tinge  of  quaint  humor.  After  the  war,  he  flew 
the  forest  patrol,  one  of  the  earliest  of  the  aerial  forest  rangers.  In  1923 
he  went  to  the  Philippines  for  foreign  duty  and  while  there  was  appointed  Ad- 
vance Officer  to  make  preparations  for  the  Round-the -World  Plight  in  the  terri- 
tory Extending  from  Rangoon  to  Constantinople.  Gasoline,  oil,  other  provisions, 
diplomatic  contacts,  reception  of  the  flyers  had  to  "be  arranged  for  through 
Burma,  India,  Beluchistan,  Persia,  Irak,  Syria,  Anatolia  and  Turkey.  Travel, 
never  simple  in  many  of  these  parts,  was  complicated  by  outbreaks  of  the  plague, 
but  Lieut.  Halverson  considers  this  one  of  the  most  interesting  assignments  of 
his  career.  In  January,  1929,  he  served  as  co-pilot  on  the  famous  flight  of 
the  "Question  Mark",  in  which  the  plane  remained  aloft  for  more  than  150  hours 
through  refueling,  and  setting  a world®  s endurance  record.  This  was  the  first 
of  the  present  series  of  record-breaking  refueling  flights  which  have  been  at- 
tracting so  widespread  public  notice,  and  it  is  for  this  feat  that  Capt.  Halver-* 
son  received  his  decoration. 

Lieut.  Blackburn  went  to  the  School  of  Aerial  Gunnery  after  the  war,  at 
Selfridge  Pield,  becoming  a member  of  the  First  Pursuit  Group  there.  Later  he 
returned  to  Kelly  Field  as  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Ninety-fifth  Pursuit  Squad- 
ron and  subsequently  assigned  to  the  duty  of  instructing  Advanced  Pursuit  Stu- 
dents. In  1926  he  saw  foreign  service  in  Hawaii,  and  in  July,  1927,  entered  the 
Photographic  School  at  Chanute  Field,  Illinois,  where  he  became  intensely  inter- 
ested in  aerial  photography.  During  the  floods  of  the  Mississippi  River,  he 
flew  over  the  flooded  area  from  Cairo  to  Baton  Rouge,  taking  pictures  and  making 
aerial  maps  which  were  turned  over  to  the  Government  for  use  in  connection  with 
the  Conservancy  projects.  These  proved  of  inestimable  value  in  engineering 
work,  for  clear  pictures  were  obtained  of  the  backwater  districts  which  were 
next  to  impossible  for  ground  surveyors  to  penetrate.  Incidentally,  it  would 
be  next  to  impossible  for  the  pilot  to  escape  with  his  life  should  he  be  forced 
to  land  in  such  quarters.  Valuable  service  to  the  nation  is  hidden  in  such 
work  as  this. 

Lieut.  Moon  is  a southerner,  from  Coleman,  Alabama.  After  the  war  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  famous  Border  Patrol  at  Marfa,  Texas,  where  the  raids  were 
hottest.  In  1921  he  wont  to  Panama  for  three  years*  foreign  service,  but  was 
recalled  in  1923  to  act  as  bomber  of  one  of  the  Martin  Eombers  in  the  Bombing 
Maneuvers  off  the  coast  of  Virginia  in  which  it  was.  first  proved  that  a modern 
battleship  could  be  sunk  by  aerial  bombs,  Lieut.  Moon  ha,s  been  a member  of  the 
Bombardment  Board  which  meets  at  Wright  Fiexd  each  year  to  direct  the  develop- 
ment of  adequate  bombing  programs  for  the  Army.  He  has  also  served  as  Bombard- 
ment Instructor  in  the  Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field.  He  acted  as  pi- 
lot in  the  recent  bombing  tests  of  the  Air  Corps  during  the  Spring  Maneuvers 
at  Wright  Field,  in  which  a Bombing  piano  flew  from  Dayton  and  bombed  New  York 
City  (tactically)  and  other  coast  cities.  In  the  "Question  Mark"  Flight,  he 
served  as  pilot  of  Refueling  Plane  No.  2. 

Lieut.  Larson®  s Army  career  in  many  ways  parallels  that  of  Lieut.  Moon’s. 
He,  too,  served  with  the  Border  Patrol  at  Marfa,  and  was  the  pilot  of  the  Bomb- 
er in  which  Moon  flow  in  the  bombing  of  the  battleships  Now  Jersey  and  Virginia^ 
He,  too,  has  made  Bombardment  flying  his  specialty.  In  1923  he  flew  in  the 
National  Air  Races  at  St.  Louis.  Serving  a tour  of  duty  of  three  years  in  Pan- 
ama, he  returned  to  Kelly  Field  in  1928  as  instructor  of  Bombardment  in  the  Ad- 
vanced Flying  School.  While  at  Kelly  Field,  he  had.  a forced' landing  in  the 
Devil's  River  Country  in  West  Texas  and  walked  the  deserts  for  three  days  be- 
fore striking  civilization.  Just  recently  he  completed  in  a single  day's  time 
a flight  from  Panama  to  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  the  first  time  this  feat  has  ever 
been  accomplished. 

Lieut.  Selzer  is  rather  at  home  in  Dayton,  having  obtained  his  flying 
training  partially  at  Wilbur  Wright  Field  during  the  war.  He  also  served  with 
the  Border  Patrol  after  the  war  at  Marfa  and  Sanderson,  Texas.  Aerial  photo- 
graphic work  was  -then  in  its  infancy  and  Lieut.  Selzer  worked  out  of  Kelly  Fieli 
during  1922,  taking  aerial  views  and  making  maps  of  the  surrounding  country. 

In  March,  1923,  he  went  as  the  pilot  of  one  of  six  planes  to  fly  from  Texas  to 
.Cuba,  Haiti,  Dominican  Republic  and  Porto  Rico,  then  back  to  Washington,  D.C. 
This  flight  was  in  the  old  De  Havilands  of  limited  fuel  capacity  over  great 
stretches  of  open  sea,  and  included  much  hazardous  flying.  It  was  a pioneer 
effort  of  its  time,  made  a new  aerial  connection  between  the  United  States  and 
her  island  possessions  in  the  Carribean  and  demonstrated  the  possibility  of 
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protection  of  the  Canal  Zone  by  an  air  force.  Lieut.  Selzer  had  three  years 
of  foreign  service  in  Panama.  One  of  his  narrowest  escapes  occurred  while  there 
Piloting  a Bombing  plane  he  had  to  come  down  on  a rough  sea  about  a mile  off 
shore  when  his  engine  failed.  Striking  the  water,  the  plane  was  turned  over  on 
its  back  pitching  him  underneath  it.  He  succeeded  in  getting  out  from  under, 
but  he  and  his  two  companions  bobbed  about  atop  the  waves  for  some  time,  held 
up  by  their  kapok  life-coats,  before  a boat  came  along  and  picked  them  up. 

Now,  as  students  of  the  Navigation  School  these  men  are  about  to  add  anoth- 
er interesting  chapter  to  their  careers.  The  course  takes  up  in  detail  all 
phases  of  astronomical,  ground  and  radio  navigation  in  flight  and  holds  for  the 
experienced  airman  funds  of  interesting  and  valuable  technical  information  that 
he  could  get  in  no  other  way. 

0O0 

CAPTAIN  HARPER  MAKES  ROUND  TRIP  TRANSCONTINENTAL  PLIGHT 

Capt . Earle  G-.  Harper,  cfrmmahdimggthe  47th  School  Squadron  at  the  Primary 
Plying  School,  March  Pi eld,  Riverside,  Calif.,  recently  completed  a round  trip 
transcontinental  flight  from  that  station  to  Washington,  D.C.,  in  a total  fly- 
ing time  of  85  hours  and  35  minutes. 

Capt . Harper’s  official  report  covering  this  flight  is  quoted  below  as 
follows: 

"Took  off  from  March  Pield  at  9:30  A.M.,  July  11th  in  PT-3A,  #29-78.  The 
weather  was  foggy  that  morning,  hence  the  delayed  start.  As  soon  as  I got 
through  the  Beaumont -Banning  Pass,  the  fog  disappeared  and  the  weather  was 
Ideal  practically  the  entire  trip  except  a fow  thunder  showers  encountered  in 
different  sections  of  the  U.S. 

Landings  were  made  at  Yuma,  G-ila  Bend  and  Tucson,  Arizona,  for  gasoline  and  oil 
and  at  Lords  burg,  N.M.,  where  I spent  the  first  night.  Taking  off  early  in  the 
morning  of  July  12th,  I flew  to  Kelly  Pield,  Texas,  where  I stopped  the  second 
night.  Stops  were  made  at  El  Paso,  Marfa,  Dryden  and  Pt . Clark  for  gasoline 
and  oil.  ■,  # 

On  July  13th  was  unable  to  get  away  from  Kelly  Pield  until  about  noon,  due 

to  rain  and  fog.  However,  I made  Waco,  Dallas  and  Texarkana  for  the  third 

night.  Leaving  about  8:00  A.M.,  July  14th  I flew  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  and 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  arriving  just  at  noontime.  The  motor  began  giving  me  troub- 
le that  day  and  so  spent  the  afternoon  of  July  14th  working  on  the  motor. 

There  were  two  blowing  valves  and  a loose  rocker  arm  housing  found. 

. Leaving  Memphis  July  15,  I headed  out  for  Dayton  by  the  shortest  possible 
route  because  I knew  the  motor  was  beginning  to  play  out.  Landed  at  Union 
City,  Tenn.  for  gas  and  was  on  my  way  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  when  a rocker  arm 
stud  and  housing  broke  and  let  me  down  in  Crittenden  County  about  five  miles 
south  of  Marion,  the  County  seat. 

After  ascertaining  what  was  wrong  with  the  motor  and  the  parts  necessary 
to  repair  it,  I got  in  to  Marion  and  a long  distance  telephone  where  I got  in 
touch  with  the  Pairfield  Air  Depot.  Lieut.  Milo  McCune  flew  in  the  next  after- 
noon with  a mechanic  and  the  parts.  The  motor  was  soon  running  and  we  took  off 
for  Dayton,  landing  at  Evansville  and  Indianapolis  for  gas  and  oil.  It  was 
after  dark  when  we  got  into  Pairfield,  July  IGth,  and  the  motor  was  not  frno 
tioning  at  all  well.  The  Engineering  Officer  decided  to  install  a new  motor 
for  me  the  next  day  but  as  the  job  had  not  been  completed  by  noon  of  the  18th 
I borrowed  another  PT-3A  from  the  Pairfield  Air  Depot  and  proceeded  on  to  Wash- 
ington, where  I arrived  at  noon  on  July  19th. 

The  return  trip  was  started  on  the  morning  of  July  21st,  stops  being  made 
at  Uniontsran,  Ponna.,  Columbus,  Ohio  and  Pairfield,  where  I changed  planes  and 
proceeded  on  to  Scott  Pield,  111.,  in  the  original  PT-3A,  that  I had  left  at 
Pairfield  for  a motor  change.  About  twenty  minutes  out  of  Scott  Pield,  how- 
ever, the  oil  pressure  began  to  decrease  very  gradually.  The  motor  was  running 
very  smoothly  so  I throttled  down  a little  more  and  continued  on  in.  The  pres- 
sure was  down  to  about  10  lbs.  when  I reached  Scott  Pield.  On  inspecting  the 
motor  the  next  morning  it  was  found  that  the  oil  had  leaked  out  of  the  crank- 
case around  the  thrust  bearing  and  after  making  a short  test  flight  the  main 
bearing  burned  out,  therefore  making  another  motor  necessary. 

There  were  two  J53  motors  in  stock  at  Scott  Pield,  so  authority  was  re- 
quested from  the  Pield  Service  Section  at  Fairfield  to  change  motors.  This 
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was  done,  and  on  July  23rd  I hopped  off  for  Memphis.  left  Memphis,  July  24th 
and  headed  out  for  Kelly  Field,  stopping  for  gas  at  Texarkana,  Dallas  and  Aus- 
tin, Texas.  Left  Kelly  Field  early  on  July  25th  stopping  at  Dry den,  Marfa  and 
El  Paso,  Texas,  and  Lordshurg,  N.M.  where  I spent  the  night.  On  July  26th  I 
arrived  at  March  Field  after  having  made  stops  for  gas  and  oil  at  Tucson,  Gila 
Bend  and  Yuma,  Arizona. 

The  total  time  for  the  round  trip  was  eighty -five  hours  and  thirty -five 
minutes.  Post  Route  maps  were  used  exclusively. 

As  stated  above,  the  weather  was  ideal  except  for  showers  encountered  be- 
tween Gila  Bend  and  Lordshurg,  and  Zanesville,  Ohio,  and  Uniontown,  Penna.,  go- 
ing East,  and  between  Tucson  and  Gila  Bend,  Ariz . returning.  All  landing 
fields  wore  consequently  in  the  best  of  condition.  The  fields  at  which  Air 
Corps  mechanics  and  Government  gasoline  and  oil  were  available  rendered  prompt 
and  efficient  service.  Otherwise  the  trip  was  without  incident.” 


The  Air  Corps  Primary  Flying  School 

March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif., 
July  10,.  1929. 

OPERATIONS  ORDER  NO.  172. 

EXTRACT 

& * ***** 

1.  Under  the  provisions  of  paragraph  54  (c),  Section  X,  Army  Regu- 
lations 95-15,  October  1,  1928,  and  with  the  approval  by  fourth  indorsement  of 
the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  dated  July  26,  1928,  Captain  Earle  G.  Harper,  Air 
Corps, will  proceed  in  PT-3  airplane  No.  29-78,  to  Bolling  Fiold,  Washington, 
D.C.  The  following  schedule  will  apply! 

Leave  Proceed  to 


March  Field,  Calif. 

July 

11, 

1929 

8 

00 

A.M. 

Yuma,  Arizona 

Yuma,  Arizona 

July 

ii; 

1929 

10 

30 

A.M. 

Tucson,  Arizona 

Tucson,  Arizona 

July 

ii. 

1929 

2 

00 

P.M. 

Lordshurg,  N.M. 

Lordshurg,  N.M. 

July 

n, 

1929 

4 

30  P.M. 

El  Paso,  Texas 

El  Paso,  Texas 

July 

12, 

1929 

8 

00 

A.M. 

Marfa,  Texas 

Marfa,  Texas 

July 

12, 

1929 

10 

30 

A.M. 

Dryden,  Texas 

Dry den,  Texas 

July 

12, 

1929 

1 

00 

P.M. 

Et . Clark,  Texas 

Ft . Clark,  Texas 

July 

12, 

1929 

3 

00 

P.M. 

Kelly  Field,  Texas 

Kelly  Field,  Texas 

July 

13, 

1929 

8 

00 

A.M. 

Waco , Texas 

Waco , Texas 

July 

13, 

1929 

10 

00 

A.M. 

Dallas,  Texas 

Dallas,  Texas 

July 

13, 

1929 

11 

30 

A.M. 

Texarkana,  Texas 

Texarkana,  Texas 

July 

13, 

1929 

1 

00 

P.M. 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

July 

13, 

1929 

3 

00 

P.M. 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

July 

15, 

1929 

8 

00 

A.M. 

Scott  Field,  111. 

Scott  Field,  111. 

July 

15, 

1929 

10 

00 

A.M. 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

July 

Id, 

1929 

1 

00 

P.M. 

Dayton,  Ohio. 

Dayton,  Ohio 

July 

16, 

1929 

8 

00 

A.M. 

Uniontown,  Pa. 

Uniontown,  Pa. 

July 

16, 

1929 

11 

00 

A.M. 

Cumberland,  Md. 

Cumb  e r 1 and , Md . 

July 

16, 

1929 

1 

00 

P.M. 

Bolling  Field,  D.C 

Bolling  Field,  D.C. 

July 

22, 

1929 

8 

00 

A.M. 

Cumberland,  Md. 

Cumberland,  Md. 

July 

22, 

1929 

10 

00 

A.M. 

Uniontown,  Pa. 

Uniontown,  Pa. 

duly 

22, 

1929 

12 

00 

M. 

Dayton,  Ohio 

Dayton,  Ohio 

July 

22, 

1929 

2 

30 

P.M. 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

I ndi anape  . s , Ind . 

July 

22, 

1929 

4 

00 

P.M. 

Scott  Field,  111. 

Scott  Fie  Til. 

July 

23, 

1929 

8 

00 

A.M. 

Springfield,  Mo. 

Springf ielu.  Mo. 

July 

23, 

1929 

10 

30 

A.M. 

Muskoge e , Okla . 

Muskogee,  Gkla. 

July 

23, 

1929 

2 

00 

P.M. 

Dallas,  Texas 

Dallas,  Texas 

July 

23, 

1929 

4 

00 

p:;m. 

Waco , Texas 

Waco,  Texas 

July 

23, 

1929 

6 

00  P.M. 

Kelly  Field,  Texas 

Kelly  Field,  Texas 

July 

24, 

1929 

10 

00 

A.M. 

Ft. Clark,  Texas 

Ft, Clark,  Texas 

July 

24, 

1929 

12 

00 

M. 

Dryden , Texas 

Dry den, Texas 

July 

24, 

1929 

2 

00 

P.M. 

Marfa,  Texas 

Marf a,  Texas 

July 

24, 

1929 

4 

00 

P.M. 

El  Paso,  Texas 

El  Paso,  Texas 

July 

25, 

1929 

8 

00 

A.M. 

Lordshurg,  N.M. 
Tucson.  Ariz. 

Yuma,  Ariz. 

Lordshurg,  N.M. 

July 

25, 

1929 

10 

00 

A.M. 

Tucson,  Ariz. 

July 

25, 

1929 

1 

00 

P.M. 

Yuma,  Arizona 

July 

25, 

1929 

3 

00 

P.M. 

March  Field,  Calif 

Upon  return  to  March 

Field  a 

report  will  he 

rendered  on  the  route  flc 

meteorogical  conditions  encountered,  condition  of  all  landing  fields  used, 
and  a check  of  all  maps  used. 


- 294  - 


V-5933,A.C. 


NINE  names  have  been  added  to  the  Cateroillar  Club 
since  the  status  of  this  mythical  organization  was 
reported-  upon  in  the  June  29th  issue  of  the  NEWS 
LETTER,  when  the  number  of  lives  saved  was  given  as 
129  and  the  total  number  of  emergency  parachute 
jumps  made,  13?.  The  score  at  this  writing  is, 
therefore,  133- lives  saved  and  147  emergency  para- 
chute jumps  made . 

Although  ten  names  are  to  be  enumerated  below,  only 
nine  are  counted,  since  Lieut.  Hutchison  made  a ure- 
vious  emergency  jump  over  three  years  ago  at  McCook 
Field,  Layton,  Ohio,-  June  17,  1926,  to  be  exact. 

Eis  latest  jump  makes  him  a second  degree  member  of 
the  Caterpillar  Club,  in  which  category  are  such 
naraes  as  Lieut.  Eugene  H.  Barksdale  (deceased), 
Captain  Frank  O’D.  Hunter,  Major  James  Rutledge, 

AX  Wilson,  Sergeant  Fred  P.  Miller.  Colonel  Charles  A.  Lindbergh,  with  his -four 
emergency  jumps , still  remains  the  Supreme  Commander  of  the  Organization. 

The  airmen  who  made  emergency  parachute  jumps  recently  are  enumerated  below 
as  follows : • 


Late 

Name 

Rank 

Place  of  Jupp 

June 

3 

Lloyd  W.  Thacker 

Staff  Sgt  . A.C. 

Fort  Robinson,  Neb. 

June 

3 

Lloyd  C . Blackburn 

1st  Lieut.  A.C. 

Fort  Robinson,  Neb. 

June 

24 

P.  M.  Clyde 

Lieut . , U.S .Navy 

Tent  City,  Calif, 

July 

1 

Richard  H.  Lepew,  Jr. 

Civilian 

Johnstown,  Pa. 

July 

1 

Atwood  Woodruff 

Civilian 

Johnstown,  Pa. 

July 

2 

Reuben  C.  Moffat 

1st  Lieut.  , A.C. 

Wheeler  Field,  T.H. 

July 

2 

■ James  T . Hutchison 

1st  Lieut . A. C . 

Wheeler  Field,  T.H. 

July 

16 

0.  E.  Williams  ■ 

Radio-  Elect  ’ n U8N 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

July 

20 

George  H . Beverley 

1st  Lieut.,  A.C. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Benjamin  Fidler  . 

Cadet  , Air  Corps 

San  Jacinto,  Calif. 

Such  reports  as  have  been  received  covering  the  latest  life-saving  jumps 
made  are  quoted  below,  as  follows; 


LLOYD  W,  THACKER,  Staff  Sgt . , 9th  Photo  Section.  I!l.  On  June  3,  1929, 

about  10;30  a.m. , Lt . Blackburn  as  pilot , myself  as 
photographer,  took  off  from  the  field  at  Fort  Robinson  in  02- H 28-147  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a photographic  mosaic  of  the  reservation.  We  had  climbed  to 
12,000  feet  and  noticed  the  clouds  coming  in.  Lt . Blackburn  pointed  at  them 
and  immediately  started  descent.  At  about  9,000  feet  I saw  another  plane  ap- 
proaching. They  flew  close  and  pointed  at  their  landing  gear  and  then  at  us. 

Lt  . Blackburn  leaned  forward  looking  over  the  side  then  sat  back  down  and 
turned  to  me  saying  ’ Thacker , we  have  lost  part'  of  our  landing  gear.1  I told 
him  I could  see  that  it  was  missing.'  Lt . Blackburn  started  for  the  field,  ap- 
parently intending  to  land.  The  ship  that  had  informed  us  of  our  trouble  kept 
flying  close  evidently' trying  to  impress  on  us  the  danger  of  trying  to  land, 
insisting  that  we  jump.  Lt . Blackburn  and  myself  were  wearing  Irvin  seat  type 
chutes. 

We  started  a climb  to  five  thousand  feet.  Lt . Blackburn  turned  and  said; 

' I guess  we  had  better  jump . 1 I told  him  I thought  it  the  best  idea.  We 
reached  5,000  feet  and  Lt . Blackburn  cut  the  gun . and  said  ’Alright.1  I climbed 
over  the  left  side,  left  foot  first,  then  stepping  over  on  the  wing  with  my 
right  foot,  my  left  hand  on  the  front  cockpit,  let  go  and  fell  slightly  toward 
the  wing  of  the  plane.  After  falling  far  enough  to  clear  the  ship,  I pulled 
the  rip  cord  and  the  chute  opened  quickly  with  considerable  jerk,  slightly 
wrenching  my  back.  I looked  up  at  the  chute  and  noticed  several  holes  though 
they  did  not  seem  to  affect  the  rake  of  fall.  I struck  the  ground  very  easily, 
making  no  attempt  to  remain  on  my  feet,  and  fell  on  my  'right  side.  The  chute 
laid  flat  on  the  ground.  I removed  the  chute  a.nd  heavy  flying  suit  and  carried 
both  over  to  the  road  where  a car  was  waiting.  This  was  my  first  experience 
of  that  kind  and  I was  more  or  less  nervous.,  T had  no  sensation  of  falling 
after  clearing  the  ship  or  idea  of  hurrying  to  pull  the  rip  cord. 

Af-fter  Lt . Blackburn  had  abandoned  the  .ship  and  going  over  to  look  at  the 
wreck  we  found  that  the  rivets  holding  the  yoke  on  the  bottom  of  the  left  oleo 
leg  had  sheared  permitting  the  entire  left  landing  gear  assembly  to  hang  down 
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like  a pendulum.  This  coupled  with  the  fact  that  I had  three  loaded  magazines 
and  a heavy  camera  at  my  hack  insecurely  fastened  and  the  high  altitude  of  the 
country  would  mean  a fast  landing  on  a rough  field  made  it  advisable  to  aha: ..  u' 
the  ship.  " 

LLOYD  C.  BLACKBURN.  On  June  3,  1929,  at  Fort  Robinson,  Nebraska,  I start- 
ed on  a photographic  mission  in  02-H  28-147,  About  12:15  p.m.  , I was  approa.ch- 
ed  by  another  plane  flown  by  Lieut.  Robinson,  who  signalled  that  something  was 
wrong  with  my  landing  gear.  Upon  investigation  I noticed  that  one  wheel  was 
gone  and  at  first  believed  that  to  be  the  only  damage.  Upon  returning  to  the 
field  with  the  idea  of  landing,  Lieut.  Robinson  signalled  for  me  to  jump.  I 
realized  then  that  my  landing  gear  was  damaged  more  than  I thought . Due  to  the 
high  altitude  of  the  country  . which  would  necessitate  a*  fast  landing  on  a rough 
field,  with  a large  camera  and  several  filled  magazines  insecurely  fastened  in 
the  rear  of  my  observer,  I decided  it  would  be  best  to  abandon  the  plane. 

X climbed  to  5,000  feet  where  I cut  the  motor  and  let  my  photographer,  Stafi' 
Sergeant  Lloyd  W.  Thacker,  jump.  I watched  him  and  saw  him  land  safely  on  the 
Military  Reservation.  I then  flew  toward  the  Bad  Lands  to  find  a comparatively 
safe  country  in  which  to  abandon  the  plane.  At  an  altitude  of  about  3,000  feet, 
after  cutting  the  switches  and  putting  the  ship  into  a glide  at  about  80  miles 
per  hour,  I climbed  out  on  the  side  of  the  fuselage  and  pushed  myself  away  from 
the  plane.  Landed  safely  about  six  miles  south  of  the  Military  Reservation, 
receiving  no  ill  effects  from  the  jump.  Would  say  that  the  feelings  and  reac- 
tions of  the  jump  were  about  the  same  as  when  I made  my  first  solo  flight. 

Upon  landing  and  examining  the  wreck  and  questioning  the  other  officers  of  the 
flight,  I found  that  the  rivets  holding  the  bronze  yoke  to  the  bottom  of  the 
oleo  leg  had  sheared  permitting  the  entire  left  landing  gear  and  wheel  to  drop 
and  hang  straight  down  from  the  cross  brace." 

P.  M.  CLYDE*  Lieutenant  (jg)  U.S.  Navy.  The  News  Letter,  published  by  the 
Bureau  of  Aeronautics,  U.S.  Navy,  reports  as  follows  in  con- 
nection with  the  jump  made  by  Lieut.  Clyde:  "On  the  evening  of  24  June,  Lieut- 
enant (jg)  P.M.  Clyde,  while  engaged  in  flying  an  P3B,  lost  control  of  his 
plane  in  a spin  and  was  forced  to  jump.  He  was  struck  on  the  right  shoulder  by 
a wing  of  the  plane  just  as  he  opened  his  parachute,  and  his  right  arm  was  so 
seriously  braised  that  it  was  practically  useless . He  had  about  900.  feet  of 
altitude  left  when  he  jumped  and  managed  to  get  his  boots  off  and  get  out  of 
his  parachute  harness  before  striking  the  water  about  four  miles  off  shore  in 
the  vicinity  of  North  Island.  Fortunately,  it  was  not  yet  dark  and  he  was  seen 
by  two  enlisted  men,  one  on  the  road  at  Tent  City,  and  the  other  further  down 
the  Silver  Strand  on  the  same  road.  One  of  these  men  drove  directly  to  the  Air 
Station  and  the  other  followed,  after  first  attempting  to  telephone.  Rescue 
efforts  were  commenced  at  once.  Motor  boats  from  the  Air  Station,  the  LANGLEY, 
the  AROOSTOOK,  the  ALTAIR  and  the  ARGCNNE  were  sent  out  to  search  for  Lieuten- 
ant Clyde . 

In  addition,  the  LITCHFIELD  was  underway  to  aid  in  the  search  31  minutes 
after  receiving  word.  An  Army  bomber  and  two  Naval  Air  Station  planes  dropped 
flares  until  the  ceiling  closed  in  so  low  that  this  was  no  longer  possible.  The 
searchlight  at  Fort  Rosecrans  was  turned  on.  A number  of  men  with  lights  were 
sent  along  the  beach  on  the  west  side  of  North  Island.  Two  amphibian  planes 
were  sent  out  to  land  and  taxi  in  the  area  in  which  Lieut . Clyde  was  seen  to 
fall . In  spite  of  all  this  the  search  appeared  hopeless  and  orders  had  just 
been  given  that  rescue  efforts  should  continue  throughout  the  night  in  order 
that  every  possibility  for  saving  this  officer  might  be  exhausted,  when  word  was 
received  that.  Commander,  Aircraft  Squadrons1  barge,  attached  to  the  LANGLEY,  had 
picked  him  up  at  2240,  about  three  and  one  quarter  hours  after  ho  had  landed  in 
the  water.  Lieut.  Clyde’s  stamina  and  courage  are  considered  remarkable,  par- 
ticularly in  view  of  the  fact  that  his  right  arm  was  useless  and,  since  the 
flight  was  within  gliding  distance  of  North  Island,  he  had  no  life  preserver. 

It  As  of  particular  interest  that  many  of  the  searchers  passed  close  to  him 
a number  of  times  without  seeing  him,  and  that  he  was  finally  rescued  only  be- 
cause Chief  Boatswain  Augustine,  in  charge  ef  Comairons  barge,  stopped  his  engi. 
occasionally  and  listened. 

RICHARD  H,  DePEW,  JR.  No  report  has  thus  far  been  received  concerning  the  emer- 
ATWOOD  WOODRUFF  gency  junios  of  these  airmen.  An  AP  dispatch  from 

Johnstown,  Pa.,  da.ted  July  1,  1929,  reads  as  follows: 
"Taking  to  their  parachutes  after  they  were  unable  to  find  a landing  place  when 


their  fuel  became  exhausted-  while  passing  over  the  Allegheny  Mountains  today, 
two  airmen. dropped  to  safety  near  St , Michaels, .east  of  here.  The  occupants  of 
the  plane,  Hi  chard  DePew,  jr.,  pilot.,  and  Atwood  Woodruff , passenger , suffered 
only  minor  arts,  and  bruises  * , •• 

The  men  jumped.. at  6,000  feet  after  their  plane  started  to  fall  from  an 
altitude  of  11,000  feet.  The  plane  was  wrecked.  The  plane,  a Fairchild  six- 
passenger  cabin  craft,  was  being ( flown  from  the  Fairchild  factory  at  Farming- 
dale,  Long  Island,  to.  St.  Louis,"  ,> 

..HSU3SN  C.  MOFFAT,  1st  Lieut. ; Air  Corps,  and  1st  Lieut.  James  T.  K&tokison, 
were  forced  to  resort  to '.their  parachutes  when  their  PW- 9 pursuit  planes  crash- 
ed at  an  altitude  of-  2,000.  feet . According  to  a press  report,  the  right  wing 
of  Lieut.  Moffat  Vs  .plane  and- the  left,  wing  of  Lieut.  Hutchison’s  plane  jammed 
together.  Both  plane-s  immediately  no.se.d  down  and  began  to-  spin. 

Lieut.  Moffat’s  statement  to  the  "Star- Bulletin"  of  Honolulu,  Hawaii, 
was  . as  follows:  .g  • i ’ 

"When  we  started  to  bank  I glanced  at  the  pilot  oh  my  16ft  to  see  I didn’t 
slip  in  too  close-  to  him.  All  at  once  'I  felt  a terrific  shock'on  my  right-  wing 
and  my  plane  nosed  down  and  began  to  spin,’ 

I found- my  motor  was  roaring  full  on  and  tried  to  throttle  dowii.  I glanc- 
ed at  ,my  right*'  wing  and  saw  it  was  coming-  to  pieces,  so  my  only  thought  was  to 
get  that  -plane  away  from  mev  I unhooked  my  safety  belt  and  pushed.  I didn't 
worry  about  whether  the  tail  was -going  to  hit  me  or  not*  I didn't  have  time 
to.  I just  pushed  with  both  my  arms  and  legs  and  shot  out  of  the  plane.  But  I 
remember  throwing  up  one  arm  to' protect  myself  from  the  right  wing.  It  seemed 
to  be  breaking  off  and  I was  afraid  it  would  swing  around  on  me. 

The  parachute  opened  as  soon  as  I pulled  the  rip  cord  and  I started  to 
look  around.  I -saw  there  was  a pineapple  field  below  and  I knew  I was  all 
right.  So  I started  to  look  for  the  other  plane. 

I saw  the  other  chute  about  50  yards  away  and  a little  above  me,  and  I 
recognized  Hutch.  I -.‘Waved  to  him  to  let  him  know  I was  all  right  > but  he 
didn’t  wave  back.'  I knew  he  saw  me  so  I concluded  he  was  hurt.  He  seemed  to 
he  hanging  limp  in  his  parachute  harness.  I landed  on  my  feet .and  ran  over  to 
him  as  soon  as-  I got  out  of  the  parachute.  Hutch  was  still  on  the  ground  and 
was  trying  to  get  out  of  the  harness.  He  was  dazed  and  was  using  only  one  arm. 

The  man  came  along  with  a car,  so  we  left  for  the  hospital  at  once.  The 
other  planes  were  still  circling  around  watching  us.  Hutch  told  tie  in  the  auto 
he  felt  his  arm  jerked  up  when  his  parachute  opened  and  he  was  all  right- until 
then.  He  said  he  landed  lightly,  too,  so.  I guess,  the  parachute- broke  his  arm." 

The  formation  in  which  the  two  pilots  and  four  others  were  flying  was  re- 
turning from  a ciuise  over.  Honolulu,  and,  had  reached  a x^oint  about  two  or  three 
miles  west  of  Fneeler  Field.  Here  they  wroceeded  to  bank,  reducing  altitude 
prexDaratory  to  landing.  Mpffat  and  Hutchison  wore  flying  side  by  side, 

Hutchison  on  Moffat's  right,  .The  altitude'  was  about  2100  feet. 

JAMES  T.;  HUTCHISOHg  1st'  Lieut.,  Air  Comps,  in  his.  official  report  covering  his 

second  emergency  parachute  jump,  stated  that  just  prior  to> 
the  accident  his  x>lam»  a PW-9G,  was  flying  at.  approximately  160  miles  per 
hour,  diving  slightly  on  its  back.  , "I  .was  flying  as  right  wing,  mil.  in  the 
first  three-ship  element  of  the  flight,"  he  stated.  "While  banked  in  a turn  to 
the  left  a bump  threw  my  leader’s  ship  up  slightly,  causing  it  to  go  cut,,  of 
sight  momentarily.  At  this  time  1 felt-  my  ship  being  disturbed  by  the  propeller 
wash  of  the  leader's  ship  and  almost  instantaneously  my  ship  struck  the  leader's 
in  some  way  that  the  crash  rendered  mine  out  of  control..  It  went  into  a d-ive 
passing  the  vertical  and  it  alL  happened  so  quickly  I hardly  know,  what  actually 
happened.  I released  my  safety  belt  and  was  thrown-  out  , and  as  I cleared  the 
ship  something  struck  me  severely  on , the  right  arm  and  right  shoulder.  I. found 
that  my  right  arm  was  useless  and  I had  to  release  the  parachute  wi-;th  my  left 
hand." 

Lieut.  Hutchison  added  that  he  experienced  no  panic  or  any  noticeable  re- 
action. ' ' . 

0.  E.  WILLIAMS,  Chief  Radio  -Elect ri clan,  U.S.  iTavy,  described  his  initiation 
; into  the  Caterpillar  Club,  as  follows:  "Lieutenant- Commander 
O.W.  Erickson  and  I were  engaged  in.  'drop  testing'  v>arachutes  from  ari  altitude 
of  1,000  feet.-  The  ship  used  for  this.,  purpose  is.  the  T3M  type  plane,  .geared 
with,  the  Pratt  & Whitney  'Hornet'  motor.  Parachutes  are  attached  to  two  170- 
pound  'dummy'  weights,  suspended  on  the  bomb  racks  at  either  side  of  the  fuse- 
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lage , and  released  "by  the  pilot  at  1,000  feet  altitude. 

A total  of  58  parachutes,  had  been- released  (or  twenty-nine  flights)  and  we 
were  on  our  thirtieth  flight  when  things  began  to  happen.  Approaching  the  field, 
everything  was  functioning  beautifully  and  the  59th  parachute  (starboard- side) 
was  released.  Less  than  four  seconds  later,  one  blade  of  the  3-bladed  metal 
propeller  broke,  causing  excessive  vibration  of  -the  whole  plane,'  tearing-  the 
power  unit  ffom  the.  plane  barriers  and  dropping  into -the  field  where  the  motor 
was  buried  at  an  estimated  depth  of  five rfeet.  Shortly  after  the  motor  had  let 
go,  there  was  a blinding,  flash' of  fire  and  smoke  and  a dull  muffled  noise  which 
sounded  as  though  someone  had  attempted  to  smother  the  operative  motor  and 'pro- 
peller with  a heavy  blanket . It  was  first  thought  that  the  pldne  had  burst 
into  flames  , but  only  a moment  elapsed  when  this  c'oiidition  cleared  and  the 
motor  was  seen  falling  clear  of  the  plane  to  earth.  The  plane  was  thrown 
around  90  degrees  to  the  right  (this  incident  proved  of  value  as  the  ship  was 
headed  directly  into  the  wind) ; the  ship  then  immediately  began  to  fall  off  with 
her  tail  dangerously  low  with  a speed  of  41  knots.  The  adjustable  stabilizer 
was  all  the  way  up  which  increased  our  danger,  and  at"  the  time  of  my  jump  Lieut. 
Commander  Erickson  was  making  every  effort  possible  to 'get  the  stabilizer  down. 
Seeing  that  my  weight  -in  the  tail  of  the  ship  jeopardized  his  efforts  of  gettin, 
the  ship  under  control'.,  and  knowing  that  the  plane  was  now  in  a bad  way  and 
starting  into  a spin,  I yelled  to  Mr.  Erickson,.  am  going  to  jump. 1 Noting, 
position  of  brace  wires  and  position  of  ship’s  tail,  I figured  a clear  exit  by 
sliding  close  down  over  the  side  of  the  fuselage  with  my  hands , thus  clearing 
the  tail  which  was  in  a very-  low  angle  -at  this  time..  The  altitude  at  this  mo- 
ment was  a good  600  feet;  dropping  clear  I waited  until  a good  safe  margin  of 
ship  clearance,  then  pulled  the  rip  cord  of  a seat  pack  type  parachute,  which 
functioned  immediately.  No  jerk  or  sensation  was  experienced  at  the  time  the 
chute  opened.  A perfect  landing  was  made  in  the  field,  landing  first  on  my 
heels  and  giving  away  to  a seating  position  in  order  to  collapse  the  chute 
should  it  begin  dragging  me  across  the  field. 

The  only  thing  that  really  perturbed  me  after  leaving  the  disabled  plane 
was  the  fact  that  just  a 'month  previous  I was  discharged  from  the  hospital 
where  I had  undergone  a serious  abdominal  operation,  but  the  parachute  landed 
me  so  easily  that  no  ill  effects  whatsoever  occurred,  and  not  a bruise,  jar  or 
scratch  resulted  from  the  jump. 

Lieut .-Commander  Erickson  succeeded  in  getting  the  ship  under  control 
after  my  jump  and  made  a perfect  landing;  no  injuries  were  sustained  by  either 
of  us.”  .;  : 

GEORGE  H.  BEVERLEY,  1st  Lieut.,  Air  Corps,  on  -leave  of  absence  from  his  regular 

station,  Brooks  Eield,.  Texas,  and  on  temporary  duty  at  the 
Art  Goebel  School  of  Elying,  Kansas  City,  Mo ...  submitted  the  following  story  of 
the  emergency  parachute 'jump  made  by  him  on  July  .20th  last; 

"I  was  spin- testing  an  'exwerinental  plane  for  a Kansas  City  company  accord- 
ing to  Department  of  Commerce  requirements. ' We  were  experimenting  with  a non- 
disposable load  of  sand  at  various  positions  to  determine  the  best  point  for  ■ 
the  center  of  gravity.  I put  it  in  a spin  at  4,000  feet,  let.  it  turn  four 
times  and  attempted  to .come  out.  The  soin  had  become  flat  and  I tried  in  every 
way  to  bring  it  out  during  six  more  turns  (counted  by  ground  observers)  before 
leaving  the  plane.  I was  spinning  to -the  left  and  jumped  out  of  the  left  side 
head  first  at  about  1500  feet.-  My  shoe  caught  between  two  struts  and  hung  and; 
my  foot  slipped  out.  If  I had  had  boots  on  I might  not  have  been  able  to  free 
myself,  which  is  a good  argument  against  boots  for  aviators.  The  plane  landed 
in  the  Missouri  River  and  I landed  about  100  yards  from  the  bank , in  a 'good 
field,  unhurt.  The  plane  was  not  an  Art  Goebel  Company  plane." 

In  a further  statement,  Lieut.  Beverley  expresses  himself  in  no  uncertain 
terms  against  the  practice  of  aviators  wearing  boots  when  flying. 

BENJAMIN  EIDLER*  Elying  Cadet,  Air  .Corps.  The  official  report  covering'.,  the 

^ emergency  parachute  jump  made  by  this  flying  student  has  not 

ye£~>ereceived,  and  the  date  of  same  is  not  known.  The  News  Letter  Correspon- 
dent from  March  Eield,  Riverside,  Calif.,  submitted  the  following  on  this  jump; 

"The  Caterpillar  Club  gained  another  member  recently  when  Ely.ing  Cadet 
Benjamin  Eidler,  of  the  Class  of  March  1,  1929,  leaped -from  his  DH  at  an  alti- 
tude of  1,000  feet  and  made  a safe  landing. 

Cadet  Eidler’ s ship  went  into  a spin  at  3,000  feet  and  despite  all  efforts 
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on  the  part  of  the  pilot  to  right  the  ship,  continued,  its  gyrations  toward  the 
earth..  Fidlcr  went  over  the  side  and  when  he  had  cleared  the  ship  nulled  tho 
rip  cord  and  floated  to  earth  in  the  vicinity  of  San  Jacinto.  Heedless  to  say, 
the  DH  was  a total  washout , and  the  salvaging  crew  merely  shoveled  it  on  the 
wrecking  truck. 11 

LSOiT  ALLSl'T , test  pilot  of  the  bright  Aeronautical  Corporation,  who  joined  the 

Caterpillar  Club  on  June  11th  last,  submitted  the  following  account 

of  his  jump : 

"I  left  the  Ifavy  Yard  -Field,  Philadelphia,  with  no  passengers,  intending 
to  fly  back  to  Easbrouck  Heights.  As  I was  taking  off  over  Navy  Yard  buildings 
and  the  Delaware  Diver  I throttled  the  engine  a little  as  soon  as  the  speed  was 
up  to  about  £0  miles  per  hour  and  climbed  slowly  in  a large  circle.  Intending 
to  check  all  the  instruments  for  a minute  before  leaving  the  field,  I levelled 
out  at  2500  foet  and  opened  the  throttle  full.  In  a few  seconds  there  was  a 
terrific  explosion.  Ify.  head  hit  something  and  I sat  down  in  the  seat  so  hard 
that  ny  spine  felt  as  though  it  were  being  telescoped.  My  vision  seemed  to 
fade  out  for  a few  seconds.  My  first  thought  was  that  the  stabilizer  had  let 
go,  but  I soon  realized  that  if  that  were  the  case  the  ship  would  be  doing  a 

nose  dive  and  not  what  it  seemed  to  be  doing,  a very  tight  loop.  My  next 

thought  was.-  that  the  engine  had  let  go. 

3y  that  tine  things  had  slowed  up  enough  so  that  I could  get  ny  head  up  out 

of  the  cockpit  and  look  over  the  side.  There  was  no  engine  in  sight  and  wires, 

thermometer  connections  and  tachometer  shafts  were  streaming  back  along  the 
cockpit. 

I do  not  know  what  maneuvers  the  plane  went  through,  but  it  finally  came 
out  nose  down,  right  side  up  and  with  the  wings  nearly  horizontal.  The  con- 
trols seemed  effective  and  I put  the  stick  all  the  way  forward  and  started  reel- 
ing the  stabilizer  control  to  the  nose  heavy  position.  However,  the  nose  kept 
on  coming  up,  the  plane  stalled  and  fell  into  a spin  which  quickly  turned  into 
a flat  spin.  The  controls  seemed  to  have  no  effect  whatever. 

I then  decided  to  jump.  I unbuckled  the  safety  belt,  took  a look  at  the 
parachute  release  ring  and  started  to  climb  out.  Eight  then  I got  a good  scare, 
for  I seemed  to  be  stuck  in  the  seat.  -.With  considerable  haste,.  I got  both  arms 
and  both  legs  busy  and  by  pushing  up  with  my  legs  I slid  up  the  back  of  the 
seat.  As  my  body  cleared  the  cockpit  I leaned  backward  and  half  rolled  and 
slid  on  my  back  until  I dropped  off.  I had  no  sensation  of  falling.  I pulled 
the  parachute  release  ring  in  two  or  three  seconds,  and  almost  immediately  felt 
the  jerk  of  the  chute  opening.  A feeling  of  being  twisted  and  pulled  around 
made  me  think  that  the  plane  had  fouled  the  chute  and  to  make  matters  worse  I 
could  locate  neither  the  plane  nor  the  chute.  I finally  found  the  chute 
directly  over  my  head  and  opened  up  perfectly  round,  certainly  a grand  and 
glorious  sight. 

The  crash  of  the  plane  when  it  hit  the  ground,  brought  me  back  to  the  real- 
ization that  things  were  still  happening.  Looking  down  I saw  that  I was  over 
the  edge  of  a pond  of  mud  and  water  that  had  been  pumped  out  of  the  river  by  a 
dredge.  I was  drifting  rapidly  toward  the  center  and  got  a good  scare  when 
I.  imagined- myself  getting  tangled. up  in  the  chute  and  drowning  in  that  muck.  I 
grabbed  the  lines  on  one  .side  of  the  chite  and  tried  to  sideslip  away,  but  soon 
saw  that  I was  going  to  land  in  the  stuff  anyway.  My  landing  was  very  eoft 
and  shoulder  deep  in  mud,  the  chute  - pulling  me  over  to  an  angle  of  45  degrees. 
For  a few  minutes  I seemed  well  stuck  but  during  a lull  in  the  wind  I got  the 
air  spilled  out  of  the  chute  and  could  get  up  and  get  the  harness  off.  There 
was  a crust  about  knee  deep  in  the  inud  that  would  support  my  weight  except  for 
an  occasional  break.  After  what  seemed  like  a half  hour  and'  two  miles  of 
walking  I made  the  hundred  yards  to  solid  ground. 

The  plane  had  crashed  on  the  embankment  at  the  edge  of  the  pond,  so  I 
walked  down  the  railroad  tracks  and  gave  it  the  once  over.  A wrenched  back  was 
giving  me  plenty  of  grief,  so  I was  glad  to  get  into  a car  and  be  driven  to  the 
llavy  Yard  Hospital.  There  I was  quickly  cleaned  up,  a cut  over  my  right  eye 
sewed  up,  looked  over  for  breaks  and  rolled  into  bed.  The  very  good  treatment 
they  gave  me  probably  saved  me  from  a case  of  blood  poisoning  from  the  fi] thy 
muck  that  was  smeared  into  several  cuts  and  abrasions  on  my  hands  and  face. 

I did  not  see.  the  plane  come  down  after  I loft  it  but  am  told  by  observers 
that  it  continued'  in  a flat  spin.  . The  engine  landed- six  or  eight  hundred 
yards  from  the  plane  burying  itself  in  the  ground  three  or  four  feet.  All  the 
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internal  parts  were  found  in  the  crankcase.  Two  of  the  dural  "blades  of  the 
propeller  were  considerably  twisted  and  "bent  "but  still  in  the  steel  huh.  The 
third  blade  was  broken  off  about  half  an  inch  from  the  hub  and  could  not  be 
found.  It  is  certain  that  the  accident  was  caused  by  the  breaking  of  one 
blade  of  the  propeller  thus  throwing  it  out  of  balance  so  much  that  the  engine 
was  torn  from  the  mount." 

FLOYD  B.  WOOD,  Flying  Cadet,  Air  Corps,  who  saved  his  life  through  an  emergency 
parachute  jump  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  submitted  the  following 
official  report  on  his  great  adventure: 

"I  was  leading  the  second  element  of  six-ship  P-1  tactical  formation  in 
ship  AC  27-96  at  an  altitude  of  about  4,000  feet  about  one  and  one-half  miles 
north  of  Kelly  Field  at  8:35  a.m. , June  13,  1929.  The  formation  was  making  a 
180  degree  turn  to  the  right  and  I was  just  starting  the  turn,  watching  the 
formation  leader,  when  I felt  a shock  and  turned  my  head  to  see  the  left  wing 
of  the  right  wing  ship  crash  through  my  right  wing  from  behind,  throwing  my 
ship  completely  out  of  control  and  into  an  inverted  spin.  My  engine  was  run- 
ning at  approximately  1850  revolutions  per  minute  at  the  time.  As  soon  as  the 
ships  separated,  I released  my  safety  belt  and  was  thrown  clear.  I estimate 
the  speed  of  the  ship  at  the  time  of  the  jump  to  have  been  around  150  miles 
per  hour,  spinning  toward  the  ground.  As  soon  as  the  ship  was  about  300  feet 
aivay  from  me,  I pulled  the  rip  cord  and  the  parachute  opened  perfectly. 

Ho  particular  sensations  were  felt  during  the  descent,  except  that  .of  the 
wind  rushing  by  before  the  parachute  opened,  and  one  of  perfect  quiet  after  it 
had  opened.  Ho  anxiety  was  felt  until  I failed  to  find  another  open  parachute 
in  the  sky,  indicating  that  the  other  pilot  had  gone  down  with  the  ship. 

My  left  ankle  was  slightly  sprained,  due  to  landing  on  the  hard  surface 
of  a dry  creek  bed.  The  surface  wind  velocity,  at  the  spot  where  I landed, 

I judge  to  have  been  about  two  miles  per  hour. " 

oOo— 

CHIEF  OF  STAFF  PRAISES  THE  AIE  CORPS 

In  an  address  on  August  10th  last  at  Chautauqua,  Jamestown,  ITew  York, 
before  the  56th  Annual  Assembly  of  Chautauqua  Institution,  Charles  P. 

Summerall,  Chief  of  Staff,  speaking  on  the  activities  of  the  various  branches 
of  the  United  States  Army,  made  the  following  comments  with  respect  to  the  Air 
Corps : 

"It  was  the  Army  Signal  Corps  that  first  pioneered  aviation  and  the  Army 
Air  Corps  that  first  demonstrated  the  capabilities  of  airplanes  in  the  histori 
flight  around  the  world.  More  recently  still  it  demonstrated  the  practicabil- 
ity of  sustained  flight  by  its  experiment  with  the  Question  Mark.  On  the 
purely  technical  side,  to  mention  only  a few,  we  owe  to  the  Air  Corps  such 
things  as  the  Earth  Inductor  Compass,  and  the  perfection  of  aerial  photography. 
The  highly  efficient  aviator’s  parachute  was  brought  forward  to  fill  the  Army's 
needs.  To  this  must  be  added  the  extensive  activities  of  our  aerial  arm  in 
crop  dusting  and  in  the  scattering  of  tree  seeds  with  the  idea  of  re-foresting 
bare  and  eroded  mountain  slopes.  Bit  the  purely  technical  activities  of  the 
Air  Corps  are  the  least  of  their  contributions.  In  the  years  immediately  fol- 
lowing the  war,  the  graduates  of  the  Army  flying  schools  were  a tremendous 
factor  in  the  development  of  commercial  aviation.  While  no  longer  almost  the 
exclusive  source  of  our  highly  trained  pilots , these  schools  continue  their 
contribution! to  the  nation's  flyers.  Uor  is  this  all.  The  Air  Corps  has 
borne  the  burden  of  engineering  development  and  is  in  many  respects  a gigantic 
aeronautical;  laboratory.  The  spectacular  flights  that  demand  the  utmost  from 
the  aviator  and  from  his  machine,  that  telescope  distance  in  terns  of  time, are 
not  by  any  means  stunts.  They  are  rigorous  tests  of  material  and  of  man's 
ability  to  handle  it.  They  are  to  aviation  what  a speedway  is  to  the  automo- 
tive industry.  From  the  bombers  and  transport  -planes  of  the  Air  Corps  have 
evolved  the  air  freighters  and  passenger  carriers  of  commercial  aviation.  li- 
the pursuit  plane  lies  the  germ  of  the  sky  sportster  of  tomorrow." 

oOo 

COLOKSL  LIHBBERGH  VISITS  30LLIHG  FIELD 

Colonel  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Lindbergh  were  at  Bolling  field  on  two  different 
occasions  recently,  dropping  in  on  August  5th  and  again  on  the  9th.  The  "Lon' 
Eagle"  was  piloting  a Curtiss  "Robin"  on  each  occasion. 
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AIR  CORPS  PHOTOGRAPHS  CRATER  OP  HAWAIIAN  VOLCANO 


To  prove  or  disprove  a rumor  that  one  of  the  ill-fated  ulanes  lost  in  the 
Dole  Derby  was  in  the  wild,  rugged  territory  over  the  crater  of  Mokaaweoneo , 
Hawaii , Lieut.  ff.H.  (Jimmy)  Hicks,  Army  Air  Corps,  accompanied  by  Technical 
Sergeant  Arthur  Stolto,  recently  flew  an  amphibian  plane  over  the  crater. 

No  trace  of  the  lost  plane  was  found,  although  Lieut.  Hicks  was  able  to 
fly  close  enough  to  the  mouth  of  the  crater  to  search  the  area  carefully.  He 
succeeded  in  securing  the  first  photographs  ever  taken  of  the  mouth  of  the 
crater,  which  he  states  is  in  the  midst  of  the  wildest  territory  he  has  en- 
countered during  his  twelve  years  of  Army  flying. 

0O0 

METEOROLOGICAL  STATION  AT  BOLLING 

The  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau,  Department  of  Agriculture,  is  establishing  a 
meteorological  station  at  Bolling  Field,  Anacostia,  D.C.  Their  office  is  being 
equipped  with  up-to-date  instruments  and  charts  and  when  completed  It  will  be'"'/  ; 
an  A-l  meteorological  station.  If  the  plans  now  afoot  are  carriedXput , Bolling 
Field  will  have  an  ideal  Operations  Office.  The  plans  call  for  an  additional 
story  which  will  house  the  radio  and  meteorological  station  in  addition  to  the 
Operations  Office. 

— oOo- — 

MARCH  FIELD  STAGES  PARACHUTE  DEMONSTRATION 

A demonstration  of  the  rapidity  with  which  it  is  possible  to  empty  a com- 
mercial airplane  of  its  passengers  in  case  of  emergency  by  the  use  of  the  para- 
chute was  given  at  March.  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  recently. 

Fox  Movietone  News  experts  were  on  hand  to  record  the  action  in  sound  and 
on  film.  Captain  R.B.  Walker  and  1st  Lieut.  Barnej-  Giles  supervised  the  taking 
of  the  film,  Captain  Walker  explaining  in  detail  the  function  of  the  'chute, 
the  method  of  operating  and  jumping,  while  Lieut.  Giles  was  pilot  of  the  Fokker 
which  carried  the  jumpers  aloft. 

Six  men  made  the  leap  at  three-second  intervals,  all  members  of  the  Para- 
chute Department.  Staff  Sergeant  H.R.  Utterback,  Sergeants  Bruno  Wetzorke, 
George  W.  Wehling  and  Privates  F.J.  Garjola,  James  Graham  and  George  El wing 
were  the  men  who  staged  the  demonstration. 

The  talking  part  of  the  picture  was  made  on  the  ground.  The  re  cording  ap- 
paratus was  then  loaded  into  a civilian  plane  and  at  an  altitude  of  4,000  feet 
the  men  stepped  from  the  side  of  the  plane.  The  camera  plane  circled  Ground 
the  descending  jumpers,  taking  shots  as  the  huge  umbrellas  sailed  easily  with 
the  wind. 

It  was  explained  prior  to  the  talcing  of  the  jumps  that  the  demonstration 
was  not  put  on  as  a stunt  but  as  an  educational  feature  to  show  the  safety  of 
commercial  or  military  planes  when  the  passengers  are  equipped  with  parachutes. 

The  above  Movietone  was  recently  shown  at  one  of  the  local  theatres,  and 
the  clearness  of  the  picture  as  well  as  the  sound  effects  attested  to  the 
success  of  the  above  demonstration. 

oOo 

SOME  "BIRDS"'  IN  THE  AIR  CORPS 

It  is  not  unusual  to  find  birdmen  as  well  as  their  planes  bearing  names 
indicative  of  their  calling.  One  of  the  news  items  for  the  News  Letter  from  the 
Primary  Flying  School,  Ik irch  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  conveys  the  information 
that  Sergeant  William  E.  Nightingale,  53rd  School  Squadron,  is  to  depart  from 
that  station  for  duty  in  the  Philippines  on  an  Array  transport  sailing  from  San 
Francisco  shortly. 

This  recalls  to  mind  that  there  are  two  other  "birds"  who  are  members  cf 
the  Air  Corps.  One  is  Captain  Aubrey  I.  Eagle,  stationed  at  Langley  Field,  Va. , 
and  the  other  private  William  Hawk,  on  duty  with  the  65th  Service  Squadron  in 
the  Philippines, 

Since  Sergeant  Nightingale  is  bound  for  the  same  place  where  private  Hawk 
is_. stationed,  we  hope  nothing  serious  will  happen  when  they  meet. 
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DUTCH  AIE ' OTDItiSR  REVISITS  UNITED  STATUS 

Capt . B.  do  Kimf  van  Dors  sen,  of  the  Nether  lands  India  Air  Forces,  re- 
cently paid  a visit  to  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado.,  Calif.  At  tho  request  of  tho 
Netherlands  Legation,  Capt.  van  Dors  sen  was  authorized  try  the  No  r Department 
to  visit  stations  under  the  control  of  the  Chief  of  tho  Air  Corps  for  tho  pur- 
pose of  acquainting  himself  with  the  progress  made  in  military  aviation  since 
his  departure  from  the  Netherlands  in  1926  after  spending  two  veers  in’  the 
United  States,  during  which  time  he  attended  tho  Air  Corps  Technical  School 
at  Clianuto  Field,  Rantoul,  111.  At  tho  time  of  Capt.  von  Dors  sen*  s visit  he 
was  en  route  to  Holland  from  Java  to  spend  a six  months*  leave.  Upon  the  ex- 
piration of  his  leave  he  will  return  to  his  station  in  Java. 

Capt.  Van  Dor s sen  also  paid  a visit  to  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio , Texas, 
where,  he  renewed  old  acqucni t once s . At  the  time  he  was  stationed  at  Chanute 
Field  he  gained  the  distinction  of  being  the  largest  man  to  make  a practice 
parachute  jump. 

— oOo- — — 

A TRIBUTE  TO  ARMY  .AIRMEN 

Ez  Crane,  in  a recent  issue  of  the  Honolulu  ADVERTISER,  pays  a tribute 
to  Lieut.  Clyde  A.  Hunts  and  Pvt.  Don  F.  Moses,  who  lost  their  lives  i n an 
airplane  accident  at  Luke  Field,  Hawaii,  on  July  9th  last.  It  is  such  a sin- 
cere and  excellent  literary  effort  that  we  hope  the" Advertiser 11  will  not  ob- 
ject to  its  being  quoted,  viz.: 

"Lieutenant  Clyde  A.  Hunts  and  private  Don  F.  Moses  have  answered  the 
final  call.  Like  Icarus,  their  wings  failed  them  when  they  were  needed  most 
and  Death  claimed  His  victims. 

"Two  fine,  upstanding  characters  in  Sector-Navy  baseball  have  heard  the 
last  strike  called;  will  tread  the  diamond  that  was  so  dear  to  them,  no  more. 

"They  were  killed  "together-keen-sighted  baseball  manager  and  his  star 
pitcher  - as  they  were  taking  off  from  Luke  Field  early  Tuesday  evening. 

"Army  and  Navy  circles  are  not  alone  in  mourning  for  these  two  popular 
.figures.  Civilians  who  knew  Clyde  Kuntz  and  "Mose"  Moses,  the  writer  among 
them,  feel  the  loss  as  deeply  as  their  service  friends.  They,  too,  were 
grief-strken  when  the  tragic  news  went  out  from  Luke  Field. 

"Lieutenant  Kuntz  was  manager  of  the  Luke  Field  baseball  team,  one  of 
the  strongest  in  tho  strong  Sector-Navy  league. 

"Don  Moses  was  the  Flyers’  premier  pitcher,  the  best  in  all-  the  downtown 
league;  one  of  the  best  in  all  Hawaii. 

"They  will  bo  missed  as  prime  factors  in  a successful  baseball  club. 

"They  will  bo  missed  in  -another  and  bigger  way. 

"Here  were  two  men  among  men:  fine,  noble  souls  who  mad©  friends  wherever 
they  went,  who  were  known,  respected,  even  loved,  for  their  high  qualities  as" 
mon,  aviators,  sportsmen.  - . 

"Lieutenant  Kuntz s his  .brother  officers  will  toll  you,  was  tho  highest 
type  of  officer  and  flyer. 

"Ne  knew  him  in  a different  way  but  we  too  can  add  our  heartfelt  bit  to 
his  memory . 

"Don  Moses  was  a good  soldier. 

"His  officers  have  often  said,  it  and  more  to  the  point,  his  pals  and 
buddies  who  knew  him  host,  respected  him  for  on©  who  never  was  derelict, 
whether  in  friendship  or  in  duty. . 

"Now  they  are  gene,  but  those  who  know  them  rill  not  soon  forget.  Fords, 
at  a time  like  this,  cannot  convoy  the  full  meaning  of  the  passing  of  such  mon 
as  Clyde  Kuntz  and  Den  'Moses. 

NON  El S LAST  C-AMS 

"It  was  the  writer’s  privilege  to  umpire  the  last  game  pitched  by  Don 
Moses. 

"It  was  only  last  Saturday  and  the  details  axe  still  fresh  in  our  memory. 

"Luke  Field  was  fighting  to  remain  in  the  Sec  tor -Navy  race  , with  their 
old-time  rivals,  Naval  Air,  as.  their  opponents.  | 

"From  the  very  start  it  was  a pitchers’  battle  and  a brilliant  on©. 
Throughout,  Don  Moses  held  the  upper  hand  age Iraki that  heavy  hand  of  ;;dtt©rs, 
and  it  was  mainly  due  to  his.  super o pitching  in  the  pinches  that  Nam  ax  Air*  s 
long  winning  streak  was  broken • 
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"During  the  game  we  marvellfed  at  his  tiohirdl,  as  he  went  along  cutting 
the  corners;  admired  the  calm,  unperturbed  Mhnner  with  which  he  faced  crisis 
after  crisis;  was  grateful  for  the  graceful  manner  in  which  he  took  the  ones 
we  missed  and  called  against  him. 

" Busily  engaged  in  working  this  important  game  from  behind  the  plate,  we 
caught  only  occasional  glimpses  of  Clyde  Kuntz,  the  coach*  Once  it  was  when 
the  Flyers  from  across  Ford  Island  had  placed  men  on  the  two  far  baseswith 
less  than  two  away. 

"He,  too,  was  outwardly  cool  and  collected,  setting  the  right  kind  of  ex- 
ample for  his  men. 

"Late  in  the  game,  it  was  in  the  ninth,  Naval  Air  threatened  with  two  out, 

A batsman  walked  and  when  the  ball  rolled  away  from  Henderson,  Moses*  battery- 
mate,  and  struck  the  backstop,  the  writer  allowed  the  runner  to  proceed  to 
second,  the  decision  being  based  upon  a local  ground  rule  in  force  at  the  field. 

"There  was  room  for  doubt,  as  is  so  often  the  case,  and  Luke  Field  ques- 
tioned the  play.  There  was  nothing  like  an  argument,  merely  a gentlemanly  re- 
quest for  a review  and  hearing. 

REFUSED  TO  LODGE  PROTEST 

"Lieutenant  Kuntz  was  informed  as  to  his  rights  to  continue  the  game  under 
protest . 

"His  answer  typifies  the  man  he  was: 

"Nothing  doing:  wo* 11  beat  * cm  anyway 1" 

"During  that  pause  in  the  battle,  Moses  did  what  smart  pitchers  always  do. 
Ho  remained  back  of  the  rubber  collecting  his  strength  for  a final  effort  to 
avert  defeat . 

"Possibly  some  of  our  readers  will  not  catch  the  significance  of  that  hit 
of  action.  It  gave  us  a keen  insight  into  the  characters  of  Clyde  Kuntz  and 
Don  Moses. 

"What  men  they  were*. 

"We  recall  an  incident  that  happened  shortly  before  the  gome  started. 

FATE  PLAYS  A PART 

"We  were  talking  with  Lieutenants  Kuntz  and  Jimmy  Early,  the  latter  athletic 
officer  at  the  field.  Moses  came  up,  helped  himself  to  a drink  and  reminded 
his  manager  that  he  was  to  make  the  Tuesday  night  hop  with  him. 

"A  good  natured  argument  ensued  when  another  ball-player  insisted  that  it 
was  his  turn  to  go  up.  Lieutenant  Kuntz  settled  the  argument  with  diplomacy: 

"Win  your  game  today,  "Mo se",  and  you  fly",  he  told  Moses. 

"Moses  won  the  gome  - his  last. 

"Can  anyone  say  that  fate  did  not  play  a part  in  that  tragedy  in  the  lives 
of  Clyde  Kuntz  and  Don  Moses? 

"Those  of  us  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  know  Clyde  Kuntz  and  Don  Moses 
are  the  richer  because  of  that  friendship. 

"They  are  gone  but  they  will  never  be  forgotten. 

"May  they  rest  in  peace." 


Funeral  services  for  Lieut.  Kuntz  were  held  at  the  Arlington  National 
Cemetery  on  the  afternoon  of  August  12th,  the  pall  bearers  being  Captains 
Charles  B.B.  Babb,  William  E.  Farthing;  Lieut s.  Leland  W.  Miller,  Cecil  E. 
Archer,  Don  L.  Hutchins  and  Arthur  I.  Ennis,  all  on  duty  in  the  Office  of 
the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Washington. 

Lieut.  Kuntz  was  born  at  Helena,  Mont.,  October  26,  1887.  During  the  war 
he  was  appointed  a 2nd  Lieutenant  in  the  Aviation  Section,  Signal  Corps.  Re- 
serve, receiving  a permanent  commission  in  the  Air  Corps  on  July  1,  1920.  He 
graduated  from  the  Balloon  and  Airship  School  in  1922  and  the  Advanced  Flying 
School,  Kelly  Field,  in  1926.  He  held  the  ratings  of  Airplane  Pilot*  Airship 
pilot  and  Balloon  Observor. 

— oOo— — 

CAPTAIN  DUNN  TO  STUDY  AVIATION  INSURANCE 

Harry  F.  Guggenheim,  President  of  the  Daniel  Guggenheim  Fund  for  the  Pro- 
motion of  Aeronautics,  recently  announced  the  appointment  of  Capt.  Ray  A.  Dunn, 
as  consultant  to  the  Fund  in  a comprehensive  study  of  the  question  of  aviation 
insurance. 

"Aviation  insurance  is  one  of  the  outstanding  problems  not  only  of  the 
commercial  aviator,  but  of  all  those  engaged  in  flying",  Mr  ..Guggenheim  stated. 
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"At  present,  rates  for  insurance  of  this  kind  are  almost  prohibitive,  and  this 
is  very  largely  due  to  the  almost  complete  lack  of  correlated  information  on  the 
subject . The  attempts  made  by  American  Insurance  Companies  to  solve  this  prob- 
lem have  boon  hampered  by  the  inadequate  scope  of  the  statistics  available^. 

"The  result -of  the  studies  made  by  insurance  actuaries  have  all  differed 
with  respect  to  the  hazards  of  different  classes  of  flying,  end  these  differ- 
ences have  resulted  in  the  varying  and  extremely  high  premium  rates  established 
by  the  underwriting  companies  for  aviation  risks.  In  the  face  of  this  confused 
situation  it  has  been  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  the  public,  as  well  as 
for  military  and  naval  officers  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  aviation,  to 
obtain  the  amount  of  insurance  coverage  which  has  been  desired. 

"Because  of  the  importance  of  life-insurance  to  aviation,  the  Fund  has 
asked  Captain  Dunn  to  conduct  a survey  which  will  compile  accurate  and  official 
data  in  regard  to  aviation  mortality  and  -In  so  doing  make  available  to  the 
insurance  underwriters  those  statistics  which  are  necessary  for  the  satisfactorv 
stabilization. of  this  unsettled  question." 

0O0 — * 

- --  V FLYING  BRANCH  MOVES  TO  WEIGHT  FIELD 

The  Flying  Branch  of  the  Materiel  Division  of  the  Air  Corps,  which  oc- 
cupied temporary  quarters  at  Fairfield  since  the  Division  was  moved  from  McCook 
"FihTdi • pending  the  completion  of  the  new  hangars,  is  now  installed  in  its  new 
quarters  at  Wright  Field.  The  move  from  Fairfield  was  made  on  August  22nd. 

The  office  forces  are  now  fully  established  and  the  hangars  are  filled  with 
planes.  Flying  operations  from  now  on  will  be  conducted  from  Wright  Field. 

NEW  PLANES  FLOWN  TO  'WRIGHT  FIELD  FOE  FLIGHT  TESTING  " ' 

Three  new  types  of  planes  were  recently  ferried  by  Air  Corps  pilots  from 
the  factories  where  they  were  built  to  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  the 
purpose  of  subjecting  them  to  a thorough  flight  test.  On  August  20 th  Capt . 

E.C.’  Black  ferried  a new  B-2  (Curtiss)  Bomber  from  the  plant  at  Garden  City, 
L.I.,  New  York.  This  plane  is  powered  with  twin  GV-1570  water-cooled  engines. 

Lieut.  J.B.  Eciddon,  test  pilot  at  the  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field, 
ferried  the  new  Loening. Amphibian  (X0-10)  from  the  factory  to  his  station. 

Lieut.-  Samuel  P.  Mills,  Chief  of  the  Technical  Data  Branch,  Materiel 
Division,  returned  from  the  Pacific  Coast  on  August  13th,  ferrying  from  the 
Douglas  factory  at  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  a new  experimental  0-29  Observation 
plane  which  is  powered  with  a Pratt -Whitney  420  h.p.  engine. 

oOo- 

WAE  DEPAETMENT  OEDSES  AFFECTING  AIE  COBPS  OEEICEES 

Changes  of  Station;  Major  Eoy  S.  Brown,  student  at  Command  and  General 
Staff  School,  Et . Leavenworth,  Kans . , to  Panama,  sailing  from  San  Francisco 
about  September  4th,  1929. 

Major  Lloyd  N.  Keesling,  March  Field,-  to  Letterman  General  Hospital,  San 
Francisco,  for  observation  and  treatment. 

Captain  Earl  S.  Schofield,  Langley  Field,  Va.,  to  Scott  Field,  111. 

1st  Lieut.  Walter.  K.  Burgess,  Clover 'Field,  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  to 
University  of  Illinois,  ’Urbana,  111. 

1st  Lieut.  Wm.L . Scott,  Jr.,  from  Bolling  Field  to  Eockwell  Field,  Calif. 

Assignment .of  1st  Lieut . Bufus  B.  Davidson  to  Air  Corps  Training  Center, 
Duncan  Field, . Texas,  - revoked.  • ■ 

- Assignment  of  1st-  Lieut.  Fred  E.  Woodward,  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y.,  to 
Panama  Canal  Zone,  revoked.  - \ h:. 

Detailed  to  the,. Air  Corps;  2nd  "Lieut . Edward  B.  Hempstead  to  March  Field, 
Eiverside,  Calif.,  for  primary  flying. ^training. 

Effective  Sept.  12th,  2nd  Lieut s.  Stanley  H.  Ayre,  Field  Artillery,  and 
Wm.F.  Stephenson,  Infantry,  to  proceed  to  Primary  Flying  School,  Brooks  Field, 
Texas,  for  training.  - - 

Believed  from  Detail  to  the  Air  h5bnjs;  1st  Lieut.  Donald  S.  Burns  to  the 
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29th  Engineers,  Eort  Scan  Houston,  Texas. 

Transferred  to  the  Air  Corps*  2nd  Lieut.  Mark  K.  Lewis,  Jr.,  Field  Art., 
with  rank  from  Juno  14,  1929. 

2nd  Lieut,  Yin.  A.  Ear ho Id,  Infantry,  rank  from  June  30,  1926. 

2nd  Liout.  Guy  B.  Henderson,  Infantry,  rank  from  June  12,  1926. 

2nd  Lieut.  Frederick  A.  Bacher,  Jr.,  Field  Art.,  rank  from  June  30,  1926. 
Promotions:  1st  Lieut.  John  K.  Cannon  to  Captain,  rank  from  August  8, 

1929. 

2nd  Lieut.  Leslie  A.  Skinner  to  1st  Lieutenant,  rank  from  August  1,  1929. 
Resignation:  2nd  Lieut.  Harry  Prime  Bis's  ell,  August  1,  1929. 

Reserve  Officers  to  Extended  Active  .Duty:  2nd  Lieut.  Arthur  J.  Reinhart, 
Dallas,  Texas,  to  Fort  Sill,  Okla.,  Sept.  1,  1929  to  June  30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Carl  Hathan  Olson,  Galesburg,  111.,  to  Marshall  Field,  Kansas, 
July  29  to  June  30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Frank  Herbert  Barber,  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  to  Crissy  Field, 
Calif . , August  15  to  June  30 , 1930 . 
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NOTES  MOM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 

oOo~—  -J  / • 

March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  August  10,  1929 . 

Congratulations  are  being  extended  to  Mr.Sgt.  John  H,.  Nelmar  and  Tech. 

Sgt.’ Jimmie*  Forrest  on  their  recent  promotions.  Both  non-commissioned  officers 
received  notice  of  their  advance  in  grade  from  Tech.  Sergeant  and  Staff  Sergeant 
respectively,  on  July  26th.  Mr.Sgt.  Nelmar  is  on  duty  with  the  Post  Engineer- 
ing Department,  while  Tech.  Sgt . Forrest  holds  down  the  job  of  Sergeant  Major. 

The  first  eliminations  in  the  latest  class  at  March  Field,  occurred  on 
August  1st.  Three  members  of  the  class  of  July  1,  1929,  met  the  Faculty  Board 
for' failure  to  maintain  the  standard  prescribed  for  flying.  Flying  Cadets 
Harvey  E,  Grasse,  George  F.  Newland  and  John  B.  Wolf  were  the  unlucky  Kaydets. 

In  addition,  the  Board  eliminated  Cadets  Owen  C.  Ross,  and  Stewart  A Martin, 
members  of  the  Class  of  March  1,  1929,  also  due  to  deficiency  in  flying.  A 
total  of  130  students  now  remain  in  the  Lower  Class,  with  65  students  master- 
ing the  Advanced  Stage  work  in  the  Upper  Class. 

Due  to  the  large  number  of  students  now  taking  training,  additional  flying 
instructors  were  assigned  to  March  Field.  Anong  those  to  report  was  2nd  Lieut. 
Irving  A,  Woodring,  from  Rockwell  Field.  Lieut.  Woodring  is  the  last  of  the 
famous  "Three  Musketeers"  who  thrilled  the  crowds  at  the  National  Air  Races 
in  Los  Angeles  last  year.  The  triumvirate  was  composed  of  Lieuts.  J.J.  William' 
W.L.  Cornelius  and  I .A.  Woodring.  Lieut.  Williams  was  killed  during  the  races 
and  Lieut.  Cornelius  met  his  death  in  a crash  at  Rockwell  Field. 

1st  Lieut.  R.C.W.  Blessley,  Director  of  Flying  Instruction,  was  granted 
a one  month*  s leave  of  absence,  effective  August  1st.  During  his  absence,  1st 
Lieut.  Fred  C.  Nelson  will  be  in  charge  of  the  flying  activities. 

Capt.  Earle  G.  Harper,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  47th  School  Squadron, 
recently  returned  from  an  extended  cross-country  trip  to  Washington, D.C.  Capt, 
Harper  piloted  a PT-3  on  his  journey  and  reported  a good  trip,  notwithstanding 
the  numerous  landings  necessary  for  re-fueling. 

Orders  detailing  non-commissioned  officers  to  foreign  service  were  re- 
ceived and,  as  a result,  Staff  Sgt.  David  Perkins,  Medical  Department,  and 
Marion  S.  Tilghman,  54th  School  Squadron,  will  leave  on  the  transport  sailing 
from  San  Francisco  on  August  15th.  Sgt.  William  F.  Nightingale,  53rd  School 
Squadron,  will  also  leave  at  the  same  time.  Sgts.  Tilghman  and  Nightingale 
were  assigned  to  the  Philippine  Islands  and  Sgt.  Perkins  to  the  Hawaiian 
Islands, 

Advice  was  received  from  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  that  48  Second  Lieu- 
tenants, members  of  the  recently  graduated  class  at  West  Point,  will  be  assign 
ed  to  this  station  as  members  of  the  October  15th  class.  To  date,  March  Field 
confined  its  training  activities  entirely  to  Flying  Cadets,  all  officers  de- 
tailed to  the  Air  Corps  for  instruction,  having  been  sent  to  Brooks  Field. 

The  influx  of  these  officers  will  add  considerably  to  the  commissioned  person- 
nel on  the  field,  which  now  numbers  93  officers.  Arrangements  will  be  made  tc 
take  cafe  of  these  officers  by  the  Officers*  Club  and  Mess. 

Major  Henry  B.  Clagett , A.C.,  Air  Corps  Officer  of  the  9th  Corps  Area, 
was  a recent  visitor  to  the  field  on  an  informal  tour  of  inspection.  He  is 
stationed  at  the  Presidio  of  San  Francisco. 

Bolling  Field,  D.C.,  August  12th. 

Pilots  from  the  field  participated  in  the  dedication  of  four  airports  dur. 
ing  July,  all  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Lieuts.  Merrick,  Stranathan  and 
Capt.  Thomas  (Air  Reserve)  flew  to  Johnstown  on  the  17th;  Dubois  on  the  18th 
and  Williamsport  on  the  20th.  Lieuts.  Myers,  Hoppin  and  Goodrich  participated 
in  the  dedication  of  the  Somerset  Airport  on  the  26th. 

Capt.  Clark,  Lieuts.  Goodrich,  Myers,  Robertson  and  Stranathan  staged  a 
demonstration  for  the  citizen  soldiers  of  Pennsylvania,  encamped  at  Fort  Wash* 
ington,  Md.,  on  July  23rd.  Lieut.  Goodrich,  in  an  Observation  plane,  made 
photographs  of  ground  troops.  He  was  followed  by  Lieut.  Myers,  who  piloted  ah 
Observation  plane  and  dropped  messages.  Capt.  Clark,  Lieuts,  Rpbertson  and 
Stranathan,  in  three  Pursuit  planes,  proceeded  to  give  them  the  "works"  and, 
from  all  reports,  the  C.M.T.C.  boys  got  quite  a thrill  out  of  it. 
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The  baseball  team  proceeded  to  Langley  Field  on  July  30th  and  came  home 
with  the  bacon . 

Still  more  airports!  Lieut s.  Merrick  and  Stranathan,  in  two  P-l’s,  flew 
to  Charleston,  S . C. , on  August  9th  to  participate  in  the  dedication  of  the 
airport  a.t  that  city,  while  Capt.  Devery,  in  an  0-2,  flew  to  Cumberland,  Md., 
for  the  same  purpose. 

Col.  Miguel  Granados,  Chief  of  the  Guatemalan  Army  Air  Service,  arrived 
at  the  field  in  a Ryan  plane  the  first  part  of  the  month  on  a good-will  flight. 
After  visiting  in  the  city  for  a few  days  he  departed  for  St.  Louis. 

Kelly  Field.  San  Antonio,  Texas,  August  1.  1929. 

Flying  Cadet  Watson  B.  O’Connor,  a student  at  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Fly- 
ing School,  diod  July  17th  at  the  Base  Hospital,  Ft. Sam  Houston,  Texas,  follow- 
ing an  operation  for  appendicitis. 

Cadet  O’Connor  was  graduated  from  the  Primary  Faring  School  at  March 
Field,  Calif.,  and  commenced  training  at  this  school  on  July..  1st.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Maine  and  hold  a degree  of  B.S.  in  Electrical 
Engineering.  His  home  was  in  Millinocket , Maine,  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Post  Chapel  by  Copt.  Thomas  A.  Harkey,  Chaplain  from  Brooks  Field. 

The  body  was  shipped  to  Bangor,  Maine,  on  the  18th.  Cadet  L.S.  Heral  accom- 
panied the  body  as  military  escort. 

Major  Frederick  L.  Martin  and  Capt.  Thomas  W.  Hastey,  from  the  Office  of 
the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  arrived  at  Kelly  Field  July  22nd,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  an  inspection  of  all  training  facilities.  1 Major  Martin  was  the 
guest  of  Major  James  E.  Chancy,  Commandant  of  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying 
School,  during  his  stay  here. 

An  interesting  baseball  season  was  brought  to  a close,  with  the  43rd 
•Squadron  leading  the  league  by  a fairly  comfortable  margin.  The  first  game 
: was  played  on  May  6th  and  the  last  one  on  July  22nd.  During  the  first  half 
Of  the  schedule,  the  42nd -Squadron  was  a strong 'contender.  A squad  of  cripples 
tended  to  sap  their  strength  during  the  final  half  of  the  season.  The  43rd 
gradually  drew  away,  from  the  remaining  teams  by  playing  consistently  steady 
ball/  At  the  close  of  the  season  the  68th  was  forging  rapidly  to  the  front. 

A bad  start  cost  this  team  the  pennant,  as  they  were  playing  ’’heads  up% 
baseball  as  they  came  down  the  home  stretch.  At  the  close  of  the  schedule 
the  standing  of  the  teams  was: 


Teams 

Won  '' 

Lost 

Percentage 

43  rd 

' 16 

2 

889 

68  th 

: is  - 

5 

750 

42nd 

: ■ 14 

5 

737 

40th 

14 

7 

667 

10  th 

7 

11 

389 

41st 

5 

16 

238 

39th 

3 

1.5 

167 

48  th 

2 

15 

118  ' 

How  that  the  baseball  schedule  is  over,  the  Eg & R.  Officer  has  an 
athletic  schedule  of  interesting  events  arranged: 

Tennis:  July  1st  to  August  15th. 

Football:  Practice  starting  August  10th. 

Swimming:  A swimming  meet  tile  first  week  in  September. 

Boxing:  Matches  every  other  month. 

The  close  of  the  baseball  season  saw  the  last  of  t-he  annual  athletic 
events  for  the  year  of  1929.  The  standing  of  the  Squadrons  in  competing  for 
the  Trophy  is  as  follows: 


Squadrons 

Event  s ! 

Points 

Total  Points 

43rd 

Football 

450 

Track  & Field  Meet 

231 

Boxing  . 

20 

Swimming 

26 

Basketball  (3rd) 

100 

Baseball  (1) 

500 

1397 
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Squadrons  (Cont.) 

Event  s 

Points 

Total  Point 

42nd 

Football 

400 

Track  <&  Field  Meet 

334 

Boxing 

50 

1284 

Basketball  (2nd) 

300 

Baseball 

200 

% 

68th 

Football 

150 

Boxing 

150 

Swimming 

168 

1168 

Basketball  (1st) 

500 

Baseball 

2Q0 

■ 48th 

Football 

250 

Track  & Field  Meet 

7 

457 

Boxing 

200 

41st 

Football 

100 

Track  & Field  Meet 

5 

281 

Boxing 

60 

Swimming 

116 

40th 

Football 

150 

..  Track  & Field  Meet 

108 

424 

Boxing 

J 140 

Swimming  * 

26 

10th  Sch.Gp. 

Football 

150 

Track'  & Field  Meet 

5 

175 

Boxing 

20 

39th 

Football 

50 

Boxing 

20 

70 

Maxwell  Field,  Alabama,  August  5tli. 

Major-Ge.neral  James  E.  Fechet  and  Congressman  Frank  James,  on  an  inspec- 
tion tour  of  Air  Corps  Construction  projects,  arrived  at  Maxwell  Field  on  July 
4th  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  site  of  the  Tactical  School  soon  to  ho 
brought  to  the  Post.  General  Fechet  and  Congressman  James  came  from  Shreve- 
port, La.,  in  a Ford  transport,  piloted  by  Capt . Dinger,  and  accompanied  by 
Lieut.  Quewada  and  Mr.  Conway  Allen  in  an  0-2J.  A salute  of  13  guns  was  fired. 

The  inspection  completed,  General  Fechet  and  Congressman  James  left  by  air 
on  the  morning  of  July  5th.  General  Fechet  returned  to  Washington, D . C . , and 
Congressman  James  to  St .Petersburg,  Fla.  From  there  he  expected  to  visit 
fields  in  Cuba,  Porto  Rico  and  Panama  before  returning  to  the  Pacific  Coast. 

On  Monday,  July  8th,  Capt.  Walter  J.  Reed  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of 
the  Air  Corps,  arrived  for  a conference  regarding  the  building  program  for  the 
Tactical  School,  leaving  on  July  10th  for  Galveston  and  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
before  returning  to  Washington. 

On  July  10th  Capt.  Will  G.  Gooch  reported  for  duty  as  Quartermaster,  re- 
lieving Lieut.  John  J.  Powers,  who  later  will  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  having 
been  assigned  to  duty  as  student  in  Quartermaster  Corps  School. 

Reserve  Officers  of  307th  Observation  Squadron  reported  for  two  weeks’ 
active  duty  on  Juljr  15th. 

A series  of  five  boxing  matches  was  held  on  the  night  of  July  18th  by 
the  Enlisted  Men’s  Club. 

A Maxwell  Field  plane,  piloted  by  Lieut.  Ross,  was  forced  down  and  badly 
wrecked  near  Slocornb,  Ala.,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th,  while  en  route  to 
Pensacola.  The  pilot  and  his  passenger  escaped  uninjured. 

Reserve  Officers  of  the  456th  Pursuit  Squadron  reported  on  July  22nd  for 
two  weeks’  active  duty. 

The  Officers'  Club  entertained  at  a dance  on  the  evening  of  the  24th, 
complementing  the  Air  Corps  Reserve  Officers  now  on  two  weeks’  active  duty 
training.  On  account  of  the  inclement  weather,  the  dance  was  held  in  one  of 
the  large  hangars,  which  was  decorated  for  the  occasion. 

A flight  of  five  A-3  airplanes  in  command  of  Capt.  H.H.  He i sen  of  the 
Third  Attack  Group,  stationed  at  Fort  Crockett,  Texas,  arrived  on  the  23rd  on 
the  way  from  Galveston  to  Edgewood  Arsenal,  N.  J. , where  a demonstration  in 
laying  down  a smoke  screen  by  airplane  will  be  given.  The  flight  loft  the 
next  morning  en  route  to  Langley  Field,  Va. 
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A course  of  instruction  in  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  Air  Corps  equip- 
ment is  being  conducted  in  the  afternoons,  attended  by  the  Junior  Officers  of 
the  Post.  The  present  subject  is 'the  Liberty  engine,  the  motor  still  in  use 
in  many  of  the  Air  Corps  service  type  airplanes. 

The  Miami  Wrecking  and  Salvage  Company  began  work  in  tearing  down  the  old 
aero  and  engine  repair  buildings  originally  ..built  .for  use  during  the  war*  This 
work  is  in' preparation  for  the  new  permanent  shops ‘to*  bb' erected  for' the  Air 
Corps  Tactical  School. 

On  July  31st  Major  Abner  Flowers,  of  Northport,  Ala.,  who  is  now  a patient 
in  the  Government  Hospital  at  Gulfport,  Miss.,  was  awarded' the  Distinguished 
Service  Cross  for  gallantry  in  action  on  the  battlefields  of  Prance  during  the 
World  War.  The  Cross  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Flowers  by  Major  Walter  R. Weaver, 
Commanding  Officer  of  Maxwell  Field,  at  impressive  military  ceremonies  in 
front  of  post  headquarters  at  11:00  A.M.  Officers  of  the  post  and  a small 
group  of  friends,  including  several  officers  who  served  with  Major  Flowers, 
then  a captain  in  the  167th  Infantry,  42nd  Division,  witnessed  the  presentation 

, f • ■ i & •; 

Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.,  July  31st. 

Brigadier-General  George  C..  Shaw,  commanding  Hq.,  6th  Brigade,  Ft.Ro.se- 
crans,  paid  an  official  visit  to  Rockwell  Field,  on  July  30th.  While  here 
General  Shaw  was  extended  post  courtesies  by  the  Commanding  Officer. 

Maj  . A.L.'S'necd,  Commanding  Officer  of  Rockwell  Field  and  Rockwell  Air. 
Depot,  returned  from. Washington  in  a PW-9  on  July  19th.  Maj.  Speed’s  visit 
to  Washing  tor.-,  racy  for  purpose  of  conferring  with  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps, 
relative  x.h  jtprs  In  connection  with  the  operation  of  Rockwell  Hold* 

Mr  1 ’’-ahn  B.  Brooks  and  H^nry  W.  ‘ Harms  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field,  July 
29th,  ferrying . two  Douglas  0-2H  .airplanes  for  delivery  to  the  Hew  Jersey' 
National  Guard.  ..."  ' j,. ' r 

Lieu*  . Stanley  K.  Robirispn,  A.C.,  recently  'returned  from  Washington  by 
air.  While  in  Washington  Lieut ...  Robinson  played  in  the  tournament  for  the 
Leach  Tennis  Trophy,  and  was  ranked  third  in  the  Army  tennis  Team. 

Lieut.  P.S.  Burrows, A. C. , reported  for  duty  at  Rockwell  Field,  after  com- 
pletion of  tour  of  duty  in  the  Philippine  Department.  He  took  over  the  duties 
of  Group,  Adjutant . , , t . 

Rear  Admirals  William  A,.  Moffett,  J.M.  Reeves,  Henry  V.  Butler,  Capt . 
Frank  McCrary  and  staffs,  paid  an.  informal  visit  to  Rockwell  Field,  July  31st 
for  purpose  of  inspecting  the  entire  North  Island  in  connection  with  the  in- 
spection being  made  by  Board  of  Naval  Officers  convened  for  the  purpose  of 
selecting  a site  for  the  Dirigible  Base. 

2nd  Lieut.  C.3.  Fry,  Air  Reserve,  reported  at  Rockwell  Field,  for  one 
year’s  active  duty. 

1st  Lieut.  Francis  B.  Valentine,  A.C.,  returned  to  Rockwell  Field  after 
completing  a course  in  aerial  navigation  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  At  present  Lieut. 
Valentine  is  in  command  of  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron  during  the  absence 
of  Capt . E.C.  Black. 

Lieut.  I. A.  Woodring  and  Lee  Q.  Wasser,  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  are  at 
present  on  two  months’  detached  service  at  March  Field  as  Instructors. 

The  new  squash  courts  are  about  completed.  The  ladies  of  the  Post  have 
announced  their  intentions  of  talcing  up  the  game  also.  Every  Wednesday  after- 
noon a beach  party  is  held  and  attended  by  most'  of  the  officers  and  ladies  of 
the  Post.  Baseball  and  swimming  prevail. 

Col.  Edward  P.  O’Hern,  Corps  Area  Ordnance  Officer,  arrived  at  Rockwell 
Field,  July  30th,  for  purpose  of  inspecting,  Or.dnance  Material  on  the  Post. 

The  Colonel  departed  in  the  afternoon,  via  air j for  March  Field. 

Capt.  John  M.  Stanley,  M.C.,  Flight  Surgeon,  received  his  promotion  to 
Major,  Medical  Corps,  July  17-th. 

Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,-  August  22nd.. 

Lt.-Col.  Ira  F.  Frave.l,  formerly  commanding  officer  of  the  Middletown  Air 
Depot,  recently  appointed  New  York  Procurement  Planning  Representative  for  the 
Air  Corps,  arrived  at  Wright  Field  on  August  21  for  a week  with  the  War  Plan3 
Section  in  order  to  familiarize  himself  with  his  new  duties. 

Mr . Norman  N.  Tilley,  formerly  of  the  Power  Plant  Branch  of  the  Materiel 
Division,  now  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Kinner  A-irplane  and  Motor ' Corp . , spent 
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several  days  at  the  Division  recently  fW  &onferbnCe:  with  engineers* 

Lieut.  E;Ci  Batten  stopped  at  the  field  on  August  16th,'  flying  the  new 
Curtiss  Condor  Transport  from  the  lest  Coast  to  the  east..  -The  plane  seats  18 
passengers  and  a crew  of  three  and  is  powered  with  twin"  15^0  (Conqueror)  engines 
of  625  horsepower  each,  Lieut.  Batten  is  on  temporary  leave  of  absence  from 
the  Army  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  flight  for  the  Curtiss  Company. 

Gapt . Lowell  H.  Smith,  Air  Corps  Representative  at  the  Curtiss  Plant  at 
Buffalo,  New  York,  has  been  a visitor  several  times  at  the  Division  recently. 

Ma j . T.  Ogata,  Japanese  Army  Ordnance  Inspector,  New  York  City,  and  Capt. 
jT>  Komamura,  Imperial  Japanese  Army,  were .recent  visitors  at  the  Materiel  Divi- 
sion. Their  special  interest  was  an  inspection  of  the  Engineering  School. 

Ma  j . Hugh  Mitchell,  Signal  Corps,. 'arrived,  at  Wright  Field  recently  to  re- 
place Capt.  Paul  S„  Edwards  as  Officer  in  charge  of  Radio  work.  Capt.  Edwards 
was  assigned  to  Camp  George  G.  Meade,  Maryland. 

' ' ...  i r ' . 

Mitchel  Field,  L.I..  New  York,  August  1.  1929.  ■ 

A total  of  35  Reserve  Officers  reported  for  duty  during  the  active  training 
periods,  July  7th  to  20th  and  July  21st  to  August  3rd.  These  officers  flew  a 
total  of  398  hours  and  40  minutes,  and  each  morning  received  instruction  for  an 
hour  in  Observation,  Pursuit,  Bombardment  and  Attack  Aviation,  new  developments 
in  airplanes,  etc-. 

Personnel  of  the  Field  participated  in  airport  dedications,  as  follows: 
Lieut.  Glantzberg'  flew  to  White  Fiver  Junction  on  July  6th;  Lieut.  Umstead, 
piloting  a' C-9,  with  Capts.  Bender  and  Burge  as  passengers,  flew  to  Williamsport, 
Pa.,  July  20th  and  Lehighton,  Pa.  on  the  following  day;  Lieuts.  Lewis,  Cassell, 
Easton  and  Peaslee,  in  two  service  planes,  flew  to  Somerset,  Pa.;  Lieut.  C.D. 

Fat  or*  with  J.  Fat  of',  tl.S.N.,  Reserve,  flow  to  Northhampton,  Mass.,  July  6th. 

During  the  Air  Meet  at  Red  Bank,  N.J.,  July  6th-7th,  Mitchel  Field  was 
represented  by  Lieuts.  Easton,  Peaslee,  .Austin  and  Hopkins,'  in  three  service 
type  planes v 

A 1 detachment  of  10  officers,  33  enlisted  men  and  six’ planes  of  the  5th 
Observation  Squadron  participated  in  the  maneuver  exercises  held  at  Camp  Dix, 
N.'JYJ  July  15th  to  19th,  during  which  time  a total  of  61:40  hours  were  flown. 

On  the  night  of  July  17th,  two  planes  of  the  1st  Squadron  flew  to  Trenton, 
N.J.,  for  the  purpose  of  simulating  a bombing  raid  on  that  town,  cooperating 
with  the  62nd  Coast  Artillery  (anti-aircraft)  unit  which  had  searchlights 
located  in  that  CityJ. ' 

• Towing,-  tracking'  and  Observation  missions  were  carried  out  during  July  at 
Peter's  Pond,  Mass . , Forts  Wright  and  Adams. 

Joint  Army  and.  Navy  radio  .communication  and  battle  practice  were  carried 
out  during  the «morith  of  July  between  planes  from  the  field,  the  ground  station 
and  Navy  tugs,  in  the  vicinity  of  Sandy  .-Hook,  N.J.  Five  planes -were  used  and 
a total  of  24  hodr's  and  5 minutes  wer'e  flown. 

Fifteen  exposures  were  made,  of  the  field  work  in-  the  vicinity  of  Camp  Dix, 
N.J.,  on  July  6th  by  Lieut . Henry  and  an  enlisted  photographer  of  the  14th 
Photo  Section.  The  negatives  were  returned  to  Mitchel-. Field,  developed  and 
printed,  and  flown  'to  Colonel  Hall  at  Camp  Moore,  Seagirt,  N.J.,  Despite  un- 
favorable wehther  conditions',  the  mission  was  carried  out  in  six  hours. 

Camp  Nichols-, ' P . I .,  June  28th.  ' " : \ a y 

• ~ : ‘ '• . c.:i  i ' Nf. ..  , 

; • */  * • vV  v pi's.!  • 

4th  Composite  Group, P.I.:  Op  Saturday,  June  16th, n.the i transport  "GRANT" 
and  the  people  thereon  were  welcbmed  to  this  Department  by  the  .. Air  Corps . This 
time  the  "GRANT"  was  met  just  south  of  Maracaban  Island.  ; As  has-been  the  case 
for  the  past  few  welcomes,  the  meeting  of  the  transport  was  made  a Group  Man- 
euver. In  this  maneuver  the  transport  was  first  sighted  by  the  scouting  force 
of  Amphibians  and  the  location,  course,  and  speed  radioed  to  Camp  Nichols. 

Upon  receipt  of  this  information  the  rest  of  the  Group  took  off  for  the  simu- 
lated destruction  of  the  hypothetical  attacking  force.  Upon  maneuvering  over 
the  "GRANT"  the  attack  then  consisted  of  flying  down  by  the  ship  and  the  per- 
sonnel' of  all  planes  waving  a welcome.  Upon  completion  of  the  mission,  all 
planes  returned  to  their  base.  The  boat,  undaunted,  proceeded  to  Manila. with- 
out further  disturbance.  Promptly  at  2:45  P.M.  -the  transport  docked  and  all 
personnel  thereon  were  welcomed  to  Manila  by  visits  to  the  various  clubs,  etc. 

As  a result  of  a recent  Post  Order  allowing  officers  to  bowl  In  the  E & R 
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Building  in  the  morning,  providing  it  does  not  interfere  with  duty,  several  of 
the  officers  can  do  found  at  the  3 & R at  different  times  trying  to  roll  phenom- 
inal  scores.  The  officers  of  the  28th  Bombardment  Squadron  challenged  the  offi- 
cers of  the  2nd  Observation  Squadron  to  a match,  but  were  told  that  it  was  not 
desired  to  hurt  their  feelings.  The  challenge  was  declined  with  the  further 
statement  that  it  might  not  be  amiss  for  the  officers  of  the  28th  Bombardment 
Squadron  to  first  go  out  and  got  a reputation. 

The  Post  now  boasts  of  an  orchestra,  which  plays  over  at  the  movies  on 
different  evenings  and  assists  quite  materially  in  the  enjoyment  of  same.  It 
is  hoped  and  believed  that  the  interest  shown  by  the  men  of  this  or  chest  r a' .-will 
spread  to  the  rest  of  the  men  and  in  a short  while  the  number  of  pieces  will  be 
augmented. 

Lieut.  T-D.  White,  Air  Corps,  just  recently  came  down  from  China  to  spend  a 
few  days  with  us.  He  intends  to  leave  about  the  3rd  of  July  for  an  extended 
trip  to  North  China.  Lieut . White’s  visits  are  always  very  well  received  for 
many  reasons,  one  of  which  is  that  the  would-be  travellers  to  China  use  him  as 
a travellers’  guide. 

Work  was  recently  started  with  a view  to  improving  the  flying  field  and, 
more  particularly,  the  line,  by  moans  of  increasing  the  length  of  the  concrete 
road  in  front  of  the  hangars  and  also  widening  the  area  of  concrete  between 
hangars. 

S & R Office:  The  Inter -Squadron  Basketball  League  opened  on  the  night  of 
June  12th  with  the  28th  Squadron  winning  from  Headquarters  and  the  66th  Squad- 
ron talcing  their  first  game  from  the  2nd  Observation  Squadron.  On  June  19 th 
the  28th  defeated  the  2nd  Observation  and  the  66th  Squadron  won  from  Headquar—  . 
tors.  The  last  games  played  were  on  June  26th,  the  2nd  Squadron  winning  from 
Headquarters  and  the  28th  from  the  66th,  leaving  the  28th  on  the  top  of  the 
list  with  three  straight  wins. 

The  Inter-Squadron  Duck  Pin  Tournament  is  causing  a great  deal  of  interest. 
Th®  28th  Squadron  leads  the  66th  Squadron  by  nine  pins  with  the  2nd  Squadron 
and  the  Quartermaster  giving  them  a close  race. 

Fights  held  in  the  Post  Theatre  on  the  night  of  June  27th,  furnished  a 
great  deal  of  entertainment  for  the  personnel  of  the  Post.  Fighters  from  the 
31st  Infantry,  59th  CAC,  Sternberg  Hospital  and  Camp  Nichols  furnished  a card 
that  was  replete  with  action.  In  the  main  go,  Walters  of  Co.  "M" , 31st  Inf., 
fought  a fast  six-round  draw  with  Martello  of  Co.  "F"  of  that  regiment.  In 
■the  semi-final,  Rabbit  Palmer  of  Sternberg  Hospital  knocked  out  Kid  Harvey, 
Inter-Service  Bantam  Champion,  in  the  third  round  of  a scheduled  six-round  go . 

It  was  easily  the  best  bout  of  the  evening.  Rother  of  the  2nd  Squadron  fought 
a fast  and  furious  four -round  draw  with  Hewitt  of  the  66th  Squadron.  Miller  of 
the  66th  and  Cray  of  the  2nd  fought  a four -round  draw,  with  both  trying  for  a 
knockout  to  the  last  bell.  Hart  of  the  66th  Squadron  put  Clark  of  the  28th  to 
sleep  in  the  2nd  round  of  their  scheduled  four -round  bout.  Little  Alphonse  and 
Strong  Logan  fought  four  rounds  to  a draw. 

2nd  Observation  Squadron.A.C. : Activities  during  the  month  of  June  were 
about  on  a par  with  the  preceding  months,  little  flying  time  being  lost  on 
account  of  rain. 

Numerous  reconnaissance,  cross-country,  formation,  photo  and  radio  flights 
were  ma.de  • 

On  June  10th,  Lieut.  Kelly,  with  Lieut.  Bradley  and  Sergeant  Puct;  and 
Lieut.  Nowland  with  Sgt . Joyner,  in  two  Amphibians,  made  a cross-country  flight 
to  Cebu.  Lieut.  Bradley  was  left  at  Cebu,  the  planes  proceeding  to  Iloilo, 
thorn  back  to  Nichols  on  the  following  day.  The  flight  was  successful,  although 
there  was  a slight  mishap  when  one  of  the  engines,  while  the  plane  was  riding 
at  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Cebu,  backfired  and  caught  fire.  Little  damage  v;as 
done,  however,  due  to  the  quick  action  of  Sgt.  Fast. 

On  June  16th  an  attach  was  made  on  the  U.S  .Transport  "Grant".  She  was 
fiirst  sighted  about  100  miles  from  Manila  in  the  Verde  Island  Passage.  Upon 
completing  the  usual  welcoming  gestures,  the  planes  returned  to  Nichols. 

Two  new  0-2H’ s and  two  Amphibians  were  added  to  the  line . 

Headquarters,  4th  Composite  Group, A. C.;  The  Tennis  Team,  handled  by  Cpl. 
Carr,  defeated  all  opponents  thus  far  this  season.  Their  challenges  are  not 
confined  to  the  Air  Corps,  nor  even  the  Army,  but  has  included  the  Navy  and 
Civilians  as  well. 

Capt . and  Mrs.  Wheeler,  left  on  the  June  22nd  transport  for  duty  in  the 
States,  the  former  completed  twenty-one  months  of  foreign  service t Some  of  us 
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envy  their  being  able  to  return  to  God's  Country  in  twenty-one  months . 

Capt . William  0.  Butler,  new  arrival  on  the  June  transport,  was  assigned 
to  Headquarters,  and  took  over  the  duty  of  Post  Exchange  Officer,  relieving 
Lieut.  Alfreds.  Linde  burg,  who  was  assigned  to  the  28th  Bombardment  Squadron. 

The  6th  photo  Section  moved  in  with  Headquarters  on  June  10th.  How, if  we 
just  had  a Band,  'and  a few  other  detachments  consolidated  with  Headquarters, 
we  would  have  a real  organisation. 

Eoth  the  Basketball  and  Bowling  Teams  are  doing  excellent  work  in  the 
Inter-Post  games. 

66th  Service  Squadron:  Capt.  Benj . E.  Giles,  commanding  the  squadron, 
left  on  leave  of  absence,  June  12th,  to  be  spent  in  China  and  Janan. 

1st  Lieut.  Earl  S.  Hoag  has  been  on  detached  service  at  Et . William  Mc- 
Kinley, Hizal,  P.I.,  pursuing  a course  of  instruction  at  - the  Cook's  and  Bakers 
S cho o 1 , i n Me  s s Management . 

Organization  Day  was  celebrated  June  1,  1S29,  at  the  waterworks,  Montalban, 
P*I.,  leaving  Camp  Nichols  at  8:00  A.M.  A Dutch  lunch  was  served  at  1:00  o1 
clock  and,  judging  from  some  of  the  "Snap  shots"  taken  by  the  amateur  photograph- 
ers, a large  time  must  have  been  had  by  all.  A good  swimming  "Hole"  was  found, 
which  was  taken  advantage  of.  Leaving  Montalban  at  4:00  P.M.,  we  returned  to 
Camp  Nichols,  a tired  but  happy  crowd. 

The  transport  "Grant"  arrived  in  Manila,  P.I.,  on  June  12th  with  Mr.Sgt. 
William  E.  Eolz , replacement  for'  Mr.Sgt.  John  Dolan  and  Staff  Sgt . Jacob  Col- 
lins, replacement  for  Staff  Sgt.  Leighton  S.  McDonald.  The  Squadron  wishes 
the  non-commissioned  officers  returning  to  the  States  the  best  of  luck  and  to 
the  new  arrivals  a hearty  welcome. 

6th  Photo  Section:  The  words  "Short  Timer"  were  the  most  popular  ones 
used  in  the  Section  this  month.  We  lost  the  services  of  five  men  returning  to 
the  States  for  discharge  and  new  assignments.  Tech. Sgt.  Stockwell,  our  "Top 
Kick"  for  the  past  two  years,  left  for  Crissy  Eield  and  was  replaced  by  Mr. 

Sgt.  Klutz  from  the-  same  station.  Sgt.  Klutz  was  initiated  into  the  tropics 
by  arriving  on  one  of  the  slightly  warmer  days,  but  is  becoming  acclimated  fast. 
Staff  Sgt . Yfinfrey  left  the  Section  for  the  9th  Photo  Section  at'  Port  Riley 
and  was  replaced  by  Staff  Sgt.  Wedeman  who  has  been  in  the  Islands  for  quite 
a while  and  had  been  assigned  to  the  2nd  Observation  Squadron.  Staff  Sgt. 

Walsh  arrived  on  the  Transport  and  was  assigned  as  Supply  Sergenat  on  Special 
Duty.  Pvts.  Rush  and  Hessler  returned  to  the  States  for  discharge.  Three  men 
were  received  from  the  Photographic  School  at  Chanute  Field  - Pvts.  Hammer, 
Johnston  and  Riegel.  Sgt.  Nelson  left  on  the  boat  and  leaves  the  service  by 
purchase  to  return  to  college. 

The  6th  Photo  Section  was  recently  commended  by  the  Director  of  Coast 
Surveys,  Philippine  Islands,  for  the  excellence  of  the  oblique  and  vertical  map- 
ping photographs  of  the  Northeast  Coast  of  Luzon,  made  last  month  for  the  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Survey,  and  for  the  dispatch  with  which  the  work  was  completed. 

The  area  photographed  is  some  200  miles  from  Nichols  Eield  and  two  Amphibians  , 
were  used  on  the  project.  Personnel  engaged  were  Lieuts.  Nowland  and  Wells, 
pilots:  Lieuts  McDonnell,  and  Tech. Sgt.  Stockwell,  photographers,  and  Sgt. 

Dugge  r , me  chani c . 

28th  Bombardment  Squadron:  The  USAT  "Grant"  paid  us  another  visit,  and 
with  it  brought  us  some  more  tourists  who  have  joined  our  happy  family,  - 1st 
Lieut.  Charles  T.  Myers,  2nd  Lieut.  George  H.  Steel,  Tech. Sgt.  Kozibo ski  and 
family.  Tech. Sgt.  Shaw  and  family,  Staff  Sgt.  Akins  and  family,  Staff  Sgts. 
Kirby,  Zombro,  Sgt.  Early  and  family,  and  Sgt.  Podolski.  And  last,  but  not 
least,  nineteen  brand  new  G.I.  Privates  (Model  *29).  You  are  all  welcome  to 
our  city. 

Some  of  our  guests  who  sailed  on  the  "Grant"  on  its  return  voyage  from 
the  land  of  sunshine  were:  1st  Lieut.  Paul  E.  Barrows,  to  Rockwell  Eield, 
Coronado,  Calif.;  1st  Lieut.  James  A.  Woodruff,  to  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio; 
Tech.  Sgt.  R.H.  Short,  to  Air  Corps  unassigned,  Langley  Field,  Ya. 

Tech.  Sgt.  E.H.  Hartley  and  Family,  to  42nd  School  Sq., Kelly  Eield, Texas. 

Staff  Sgt.  A. B. Burt,  to  40th  School  Sq.,  Kelly  Eield,  Texas. 

Staff  Sgt.  H.D.  Jones,  and  family,  to  47th  School  Sq., March  Field,  Cal.. 

Staff  Sgt.  K.R.  Johnson,  to  49th  Bombardment  Sq.,  Langley  Eield,  Ya. 

Staff  Sgt.  H.K.  Hunsberger,  to  11th  Bombardment* Sq., Rockwell  Eield,  Calif. 

Sgt.  C.L.  Shaw,  to  88th  Observation  Sq.,  Post  Eield, Ft.  Sill,  Okla. 

Sgt.  J.  Budzienski,  to  68th  Service  Sq.,  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

Bon  Voyage,  you  happy  Sunshiners. 
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Forty-three  men  received  promotion  to  fill  vacancies  existing  from  the 
June  transport. 

Camp  Nichols  "basket hall' season  opened  up  with  a bang  and  when  the  smoke- of 
battlo  cleared,  the  Indians  of  the  28th  Squadron  seemed  slightly  in  the  lead. 

We  have  got  to  hand  it  to  the  boys. 

In  the  Post  Duck  Pin  Tournament  there  has  been  very  keen  rivalry . Up  to 
June  27th  the  66th  Service  Squadron  had  a slight  lead,  but  in  a match  played  on 
the  27th,  between  the  66th  Service  Squadron  and  the  28th  Bombardment  Squadron, 
the  28th  Bombardment  Squadron  bowled  exceptionally  well  and,  as  a result,  is  now 
in  the  lead  by  a total  of  19  pins.  On  June  8th,  the  Squadron  adjourned  to  the 
park  of  the  Manila  Water  Works  at  Montalbon,  which  is  up  in  the  hills  about  25 
miles  northeast  of  Manila.  While  here  the  Squadron  indulged  in  swimming,  in- 
door baseball  and  horse  shoes,  not  to  mention  indulging  in  a Dutch  lunch.  The 
Squadron  then  returned  in  the  afternoon  by  means  of  the  same  Government  trucks 
which  took  them  out  there. 

In  the  last  examinations  for  Air  Mechanics  held  in  the  Group,  ten  men  of 
the  28th  Bombardment  Squadron  were  successful.  This  number  is  a high  percentage 
of  those  who  took  the  examination  and  shows  the  co-operatien  of  the  Squadron  to 
help  its  members. 

Clark  Field,  Pampanga,-  P.I.,  July  5th. 

The  month  was  an  active  one  from  a military,  social  and  recreational  point 
of  view.  Record  gunnery  practice  is  in  progress  and  early  flying  is  the  order 
of  the  day. 

On  June  7th,  the  Squadron,  composed  of  eight  PW-9 * s , participated  in  a 
Group  maneuver,  the  problem  consisting  of  a rendezvous  with  the  rest  of  the  Group 
over  the  famous  Mount  Arayat,  and  a simulated  machine  gun  and  bomb  attack  upon 
the  town  of  Cabanatuan,  reported  to  be  held  and  fortified  by  the  enemy. 

We  lost  no  officers  on  the  June  transport,  but  did  not  gain  any.  We  prof- 
ited, however,  by  the  return  of  Ma j . Cousins,  who  was  on  leave  in  the  States. 

New  non-commissioned  officers  who  arrived  at  this  station,  with  their  assign- 
ments to  duty  are  enumerated,  as  follows:  Mr. Sgt.  Walter  R.  Marquart,  Staff 
Sgts.  Thomas  J.  Baskas,  George  D.  Maikomus  and  Raymond  E.  Sconce  to  the  Engineer- 
ing Dept.;  Staff  Sgt . Samuel  L.  Richardson,  Provost  Sgt.,  and  Staff  Sgt . Leigh 
Waddel,  Armament  Department.  These  men  are  rapidly  becoming  acclimated,  and 
they  are  bound  to  like  this  outfit.  In  addition,  27  woe  begone  casuals  came  in 
from  Manila,  putting  us  over  strength  for  a change.  They  are  temporarily  in 
charge  of  1st  Lieut.  Park  Holland,  drilling  at  intervals  and  doing  lots  of 
labofc  around  the  barracks,  resulting  in  a noticeable  improvement  in  police  con- 
ditions. After  a couple  of  weeks  of  that,  they  will  be  assigned  to  departments. 

Brig. -General  Lucius  R.  Holbrook,  who  commanded  Fort  Stotsenburg  for  the 
past  two  years,  left  on  the  June  Transport.  Ho  will  be  missed  by  the  Air  Corps, 
as  he  was  an  aviation  enthusiast.  Brig. -General  Frank  C.  Eolles,  who  relieved 
him,  arrived  at  Stotsenburg  on  June  18th,  per  the  "Bamboo  Special".  A forma- 
tion of  PW’s  met  the  train  at  Angeles  and  escorted  it  to  Stotsenburg.  Two  days 
later  an  inspection  and  review  staged  for  the  General  was  participated  in  by 
Cavalry,  Field  Artillery  and  the  3rd  Pursuit  Squadron.  The  new  Commanding  Gen- 
eral has  displayed  an  interest  in  Air  Corps  projects  and  problems,  and  if  he 
is  not  "Air  Minded"  already,  we  think  he’s  well  on  the  way. 

Our  flying  field  is  undergoing  repair.  Under  the  supervision  of  Lieut. 
Anderson,  a gang  of  civilians  has  been  producing  results.  Recently,  they’ve 
approached  the  vicinity  of  Post  Headquarters.  The  fertiliser  used  might  be 
termed  of  a "volatile  emanation"  type,  bringing  back  memories  of  boyhood  on 
the  farm.  It  prevents  concentration  on  the  part  of  the  Headquarters  Staff. 

The  thing  most  coveted  by  our  enlisted  personnel  (next  to  a hole  in  one 
on  the  links)  is  the  privilege  of  a parachute  jump.  There’s  always  a line-up 
in  a descent  from  the  azure  blue.  Needless  to  s§y, they  have  confidence  in 
Pvt.  Simpson,  our  parachute  man. 

School  days  have  begun  again  and  for  an  hour  a day  we  sit  back  and  try  to 
imbibe  a little  knowledge.  Military  law  was  the  first  course,  Lieut.  Holland 
instructing.  But  the  list  ahead  is  a long  and  fearsome  one. 

On  June  5th  one  of  the  most  pleasant  parties  cur  officer  personnel  has  had 
took  place.  All  offficers  and  ladies  went,  via  bus,  to  San  Fernando,  as  guests 
of  Major  Andreas,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  who  is  in  business  at  that  place.  Imagine 
a sea  food  dinner  there!  Oysters,  shrimps,  prawns  and  crab  with  liquid  re- 
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fheshmernt  to  follow.  It  was  quite  an  evening. 

Our  Machine  Gun  record- practice  "is- -finished.-  Here -are  the  scores . "Eight 
experts  and  a sharpshooter.  Hot  so  bad  l 
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A new  honor  has  come  to  the  Squadron.  Mr.Sgt.  Frank  0.  Wadsworth,  senior 
non-commissioned  officer  residing  at  the  American  Apartments,  was  designated 
"Mayor"  of  that  Bailiwick  by  the  new  General.  He  does  business  in  person  with 
the  General  about  repair,  upkeep  and  maintenance,  reporting  as  follows:  "Sir, 
the  Mayor  of  the  American  Apartments  reports!" 

The  Clark  Field  Golf  Club  is  recruiting  enthusiasts  at  a pleasing  rate. 
Cpl.  John  J.  Cook,  our  tennis  south  paw,  turned  in  a low  score  of  33.  This 
stands  as  a record  to  date.  He  knows  how.  However,  just  to  retard  the  growth 
of  his  head,  which  would  require  extra  expense  for  new  hats,  we  will  announce 
that  he  also  turned  in  a 57.  The  use  of  profanity  is  prohibited  on  the  links. 
By  way  of  creating  a unique  competition  and  stimulating  additional  interest 
among  outsiders,  a match  between  our  pro  and  our  archer  was  played  off  on  the 
afternoon  of  June  27th.  Staff  Sgt . Lord,  doing  a William  Tell,  and  the  pro, 
Pvt.  Manning,  using  the  prosaic  clubs  tied  for  a 37. 

Maj . Cousins,  having  returned  to  us  on  June  15th,  drove  off  from  number 
one  tee  at  1:30  P.M.,  on  June  17th  for  an  official  opening.  The  members  of 
the  club  were  highly  pleased  by  the  interest  displayed  by  Ma j . Cousins  in  their 
new  undertaking.  The  Major  expressed  a desire  to  have  as  many  men  as  possible 
join  the  club  and  assured  the  members  that  he  would  lend  his  assistance  in 
every  way  toward  bettering  conditions. 

On  June  18th  our  double  bowling  alley  was  opened.  The  men  are  greatly 
pleased  with  this  recreational  addition  and  have  shown  their  interest  by  keep- 
ing the  alleys  employed  early  and  late.  Pvt.  Owens  at  present  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  holding  the  high  score  of  201.  His  general  average  is  so  high 
that  we  are  inclined  to  pick  him  as  captain  of  our  bowling  team.  With  the 
prospects  of  service  and  civilian  matches  in  bowling  and  golf,  the  squadron 
is  taking  a serious  turn  toward  athletic  sports. 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on 
aeronautics  to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  Hational 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  avia.tion. 

oOo 


THE  NATIONAL  AIR  RACES  AT  CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 

The  National  Air  Races  this  year  marked  another  step  in  the  development  of 
aeronautics  which  those  who  witnessed  the  past  races, but  not  this  year’s  event, 
will  not  fully  realize.  Those  of  us  who  witnessed  all  of  the  races  thus  far 
held  cannot  'bu§,  feel  convinced  that  aeronautical  development  has  been  of  a most 
impressive  chars&ter . Back  in  1920  aeronautics  was  a circus  performance  for 
most  of  the  people  of  the  United  States . Prior  to  that  time  the  only  trophy 
competed  for  was  in  connection  with  the  Gordon- Bennett  International  Balloon 
Race,  now  still  being  competed  for  by  lighter- than- air  pilots. 

Just  before  the  first  National  Races  in  1920,  the  officers  of  the  Army 
Air  Corps,  together  with  various  public-minded  civilians  and  members  of  kindred 
services,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  only  way  to  show  the  public  the  de- 
velopment of  aircraft  and  the  possibilities  of  aircraft  for  commercial  purposes 
was  to  stimulate  some  interest  in  aeronautics.  As  a result,  Mr.  Joseph 
Pulitzer,  who  had  the  opportunity,  the  finances  and  the  public  spirit  necessa- 
ry, tendered  the  Pulitzer  Trophy  as  a means  to  stimulate  this  interest. 

The  first  Pulitzer  Race  was  held  at  Mitchel  Field,  Long  Island,  N.Y. , in 
November,  1920,  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  A total  of  37-  planes  were  entered  in  this 
contest  which,  with  four  other  contests  for  military  planes,  constituted  the 
entire  program.  Since  that  time  the  National  Air  Races  have  been  staged  yearly 
with  a gradually  increasing  patronage.  Army,  Navy  and  civilian  pilots  entered 
the  various  contests  for  different  trophies,  and  the  contests  as  well  as  the 
trophies  increased  in  number  corresponding  to  the  increase  §£.  interest  r in  aero- 
nautical activities. 

Incidentally,  the  Pulitzer  Trophy,  formerly  the  main  feature  of  the  Air 
Races,  has  not  been  competed  for  since  1925.  From  that  time  on,  however,  the 
main  event  of  the  annual  National  Air  Races  - the  Free- for- all -Race  - was  won 
either  by  the  Army  or  the  Navy  entrants,  with  the  exception  of  this  year  when 
a civilian  entry  took  first  honors.  The  Army  entrant  came  second  and  a Navy 
entrant  fourth  out  of  a field  of  seven  competitors.  The  Mystery  Ship  of  the 
Travel-Air  Company  camo  in  first  with  an  average  speed  at  least  ten  miles  an 
hour  greater  than  its  nearest  competitor,  Captain  Breene  who,  piloting  the 
Army  XP-3A  plane,  averaged  137  miles  per  hour  in  the  50-mile  race,  making  four 
turns  of  eadh.^ap,  each  lap  being  one  five-mile  course. 

A straightaway  course  for  all  the  entrants  would  have  resulted  in  greater 
speed  by  eliminating  the  necessity  of  making  so  many  turns. 

But  getting  back  to  the  recent  Cleveland  Show.  An  impressive  feature  was 
the  size  of  the  field.  Cleveland,  had  been  working  for  some  months  preparing 
their  airport  to  meet  the  conditions  imposed  by  such  a national  spectacle  as 
this,  and  had  finished  a one-mile  square  airdrome  which  was  almost  as  flat  as 
a floor.  Along  one  mile  of  it  they  had  prepared  stands,  boxes  and  finally  a 
brick  building  in  which  the  timers,  judges,  press  men  and  announcers  were 
stationed. 

On  Saturday,  August  24th,  the  various  entrants  started  arriving  at  the 
field.  Along  one  entire  side  of  the  field  parking  snace  was  set  aside  for  the 
planes.  Over3; the  National  Guard,  hangar  at  one  of  the  other  ends  of  the  field 
were  located  some  of  the  Army  non-contestant  entrants,  that  is,  the  visitors, 
members  of  the  staff,  etc^  Across  the  field  from  the  starting  line  of  the 
Races  wefl^tliBus  c $"Mej?6ial  aircraft  companies  and  their  planes,  which  were 
located  on  the  other  side  of  the  portion  of  the  field  in  which  the  Races  were 
held  in  order  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  the  Race  entries,  the  parachute  jumpers., 
etc.,  which  constituted  the  impedimenta  of  the  National  Air  Races  themselves. 

This  year  the  Races  lasted  ten  days,  and. there  was  an  average  attendance 
of  close  to  100,000  people  each  day,  from  noon  until  six  or  seven  o'clock  in 
the  evening.  The  preparations  necessary  to  accommodate  such  a gathering  were 
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stupendous.  It  was  necessary  for  the  city  officials  of  Cleveland  and  the  vari- 
ous committeemen  of  the  National  Air  Races  to  arrange  for  different  roads  to 
route  the  traffic  to  the  Cleveland  Airport,  some  15  miles  from  the  heart  of  the 
city.  Evidence  that  these  arrangements  were  excellently  worked  out  may  he 
appreciated  from  the  fact  that  in  going  to  the  Races  and  returning  therefrom  it 
was  possible  to  keep  going  at  a rate  of  speed  of  from  15  to  3b  miles  an  hour 
all  of  the  way,  with  no  stops  longer  than  a few  seconds. 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  importance  of  the  National  Air  Races  this  year,  it 
is  merely  necessary  to  mention  that  there  were  so  many  different  events  that  the 
entire  ten  days  were  taken  up  in  starting  and  stopping  them  with  barely  a mo- 
ment's lull.  Eor  example,  there  was  a Women's  Air  Derby,  the  All-Ohio  Derby, 
the  Miami-Miami  Beach- Cleveland  Derby,  the  Philadelphia  to  Cleveland  Derby, 
the  Portland,  Oregon,  to  Cleveland  Derby,  the  non-stop  Derby  from  Los  Angeles 
to  Cleveland,  the  Rim  of  Ohio  Air  Derby,  the  Canadian  Air  Derby,  together  with 
all  sorts  of  closed  course  events;  also  the  Australian  Pursuit  Races,  the  Army 
Mitchell  Trophy  Race,  the  Army  Patrick  Trophy  Race,  parachute  jumps,  and  all  of 
the  other  events  necessary  towards  making  the  National  Air  Races  a success. 

It  is  very  interesting  also  to  notice  that  the  demonstrations  by  the  Army, 
Navy  and  Ivhrine  Corps,  formerly  one  of  the  outstanding  features  at  the  National 
Air  Races,  were  this  year  merely  incidental  to  all  of  the  events,  the  greater 
part  of  which  were  participated  in  by  civilians  only.  The  tremendous  interest 
aviation  bas  aroused  in  the  past  few  years  comes  to  a head  in  an  event  of  the 
kind  such  as  the  National  Air  Races  of  this  year.  Aircraft  and  accessory  manu- 
facturers, their  representatives  from  all  over  the  country,  and  every  pilot  in 
commercial  life  whom  anyone  has  ever  heard  of  was  represented  or  present  at  the 
Races.  The  oil  companies  were  there,  also  the  gasoline  companies,  tire  compa- 
nies and  the  multitude  of  aircraft  manufacturers  with  their  newest  and  finest 
equipment.  Everyone  was  interested  in  what  the  other  fellow  was  doing  and  in 
noting  the  performance  of  all  of  the  different  types  of  planes  when  brought 
together  at  one  time. 

This  gathering  of  the  men  behind  the, aircraft  and  its  allied  industries, 
together  with  their  exhibits,  brought  a reminder  of  such  an  occasion  as  the  an- 
nual Air  Corps  maneuvers,  when  the  various  organizations  of  this  arm  of  the 
military  service  are  brought  together  and  opportunities  are  afforded  the  per- 
sonnel of  one  branch  of  combat  aviation  to  note  the  tactics  of  the  other  branch- 
es and  to  learn  what  they  can  actually  do. 

Studying  the  interest  displayed  in  the  National  Races  of  1929,  the  conclu- 
sion is  reached  that  this  interest  is  totally  different  from  what  it  was  in  1920, 
or  even  as  late  as  1927.  No  longer  do  the  people  care  particularly  about  seeing 
one  or  two  planes  up  performing  daredevil  "stunts"  and  the  like.  They  appreci- 
ate a little  of  that  sort  of  air  work  occasionally,  but  their  primary  interest 
is  not.  in  that  field.  They  like  to  see  a new  airplane  and  to  note  its  perform- 
ance; they  like  to  see  fast  planes,  formation  flying,  pilots  making  dead  stick 
landings  and  parachutes  landing  to  a mark.  They  particularly  enjoy  seeing  a 
race  in  which  the  contestants  are  closely  rated,  that  is,  traveling  at  about 
the  same  rate  of  speed.  Close  observation  is  made  of  the  skill  of  the  pilot  in 
rounding  the  pylons  to  determine  whether  or  not  he  is  as  good  as  the  next  fellow. 
Daredevil  flying  as  such  has  ceased  to  be  worth  while  at  the  National  Air  Races, 
if  the  statements  of  bystanders  and  interested  persons  are  any  criterion,  and 
many. were  heard  to  express  themselves  in  this  respect. 

This  year  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  attending  the  Races  were 
given  an  opportunity  to  see  Air  Corps  equipment,  both  on  the  ground  and  in  the 
air.  The  Air  Corps  naturally  welcomed  this  occasion  in  order  to  demonstrate 
its  various  types  of  planes,  such  as  seven  of  the  bombers  from  Langley  Field, Va., 
which  had  just  finished  the  48- hour  trip  from  that  field  to  the  west  coast  and 
return;  18  Pursuit  planes  from  Selfridge  Field,  under  the  command  of  Major  Ralph 
Royce;  18  Attack  planes  from  the  3rd  Attack  Group  at  Galveston,  Texas,  and 
several  observation  planes  used  by  visitors  from  Wright  Field,  Selfridge  Field, 
C.hanute,  Bolling,  Mitchel  and  other  fields.  In  addition,  the  Army  sent  to 
Cleveland  one  Prestone-cooled  P-1  plane  for  general  inspection  and  entered  the 
XP-3A  in  the  Free-for-All  Race . This  plane , powered  with  the  air-cooled  "Wasp" 
engine,  was  equipped  with  Captain  3reene's  latest  type  of  cowling,  on  which  he 
had  been  working  for  some  time  in  developing. 

The  Navy  changed  from  alr-coolod  to  other  types  of  cooling  by  entering  a 
P-1  Prestone  in  the  Free-foj  M contest.  This  was  more  or  less  a reversal,  be- 
cause the  Army  entered  an  a;  oled  plane  instead  of  their  standard  type  of 
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water-cooled  and  the  Navy  entered  a water-cooled  or,  rather  ,..ja  Prestone—  cooled 
instead  of  their  customary  type  of  air-cooled  plane. 

In  the  Free- for- All  event,  Captain  Breene  came  through  with  a marvelous 
performance  of  187  miles  an  hour.  The  Prostone-cooled  job  which  the  Navy  en- 
tered came  in  with  an  average  sueed  of  153  miles  an  hour , which  was  about  what 
the  Army  Prestone-cooled  plane  has  attained.  The  Army  did  not  enter  its 
Pres to no- cooled  Putsuit  type  of  nlane  but  had  it  over  at  the  National  Guard 
hangar  for  general  inspection.  Unfortunately,  this  plane  was  not  at  the  Bases 
during  the  entire  tine,  because  when  11  Jimmy"  Doolittle  tools  it  up  in  order  to 
perform  acrobatics  for  the  crowd  at  about  4:30  p.m. , on  September  1st,  several 
days  before  the  Paces  ended,  and  while  he  was  preparing  to  go  before  them  it 
crashed  about  five  miles  from  the  field  because,  during  a dive,  his  wings  pulled 
off  and  there  was  not  much  left  of  the  prestone  job. 

Outside  of  the  emergency  parachute  jump  made  by 'Lieut.  Doolittle,  ana  which 
the  crowd  did  not  see,  there  were  no  casualties  whatever  o.t  the  field  itself. 
There  were  several  accidents  tc  various  civilians  coming  to  the  Paces  or  after 
departing  therefrom,  but  there  were  none  in  front  of  the  crowd,  which  made  it 
fine  for  the  National  Air  Pacos  Committee. 

The  Army  was  called  on  daily  to  perform  and  show  the  people  what  they  could 
do.  The  First  Pursuit  Group  went  through  pursuit  maneuvers;  the  Second  Bombard- 
ment Group  through  Bombardment  maneuvers  and  the  3rd  Attack  Group  performed 
Attack  tactics.  Ih  keeping  with  the  policy  of  the  War  Department  with  respect  to 
air  racing,  which  was  announced  recently,  it  will  be  recalled  that  in  the  early 
years  of  such  events,  that  is,  from  1920  to  1925,  inclusive,  the  Army  and  the 
-Navy  furnished  almost  all  the  interest  in  the  National  Air  Paces.  In  those  days 
the  Army  designed  its  own  planes  and  everything  was  an  experiment.  The  engin- 
eers were  not  sure  of  their  data,  and  were  constantly  playing  with  new  data  to 
determine  something  else. 

. Now,  however,  the  Army  Air  Corps  has  withdrawn  from  general  participation 
in  the  Paces,  limiting  their  activities  to  the  closed  event  races  for  Army 
entrants  only.  This  is  dare  for  two  reasons;  first,  because  funds  are  not 
available  to  build  special  planes  for  racing  purposes,  especially  since  we  are 
trying  to  keep  up  with  our  five-year  expension  program  on  our  appropriations 
schedule,  and,  second,  that  aircraft  manufacturers  are  now  on  a sufficiently 
secure  footing  financially  so  that  they  can  bend  their  efforts  towards  building 
for  such  events  as  the  National  Air  Races  and  other  race  schedules  special 
planes  designed  primarily  and  solely  for  that  purpose,  which  several  years  ago 
they  were  financially  unable  to  do. 

It  was  astonishing,  however,  to  notice  the  enormous  amount  of  interest  dis- 
played by  the  crowd  in  the  formation  flying.  Five  years  ago  formation  flying  as 
such  and  by  itself  woulu.  not  have  creabed  nearly  the  interest  that  it  did  at 
these  Panes . At  this  time  the  people  are  sufficiently  educated  in  aeronautical 
subjects  so  that  fine  flying  without  acrobatics  on  the  part  of  a well  trained 
organization  speaks  much  more  highly  for  the  efficiency  of  that  organization 
than  the  performance  of  mimic  combats  by-  its  individual  members. 

A el easing  feature  of  the  Races  was  the  efficient  announcing  system,  the 
broadcasting  being  heard  in  all  sections  of  the'  stand  and'all  over  the  field. 

As  a result,  everyone  watching  the  events,  regardless  of  where  they  were  situa- 
ted, could  understand  exactly  what  was  going  on  if  the  announcer  was  on  the  job. 
The  Army  announced  each  event  by  itself  whenever  Army  events  were  staged.  As  a 
result,  it  was  possible  to  tell  the  people  exactly  what  was  being:  done  and  ex- 
actly who  was  doing  it,  and  hence  they  received  a comprehensive  idea  of  what 
was  going  to  happen  and  what  had  happened. 

In  addition  to  the  formation  flying  and  other  demonstrations  staged  by  the 
Pursuit , Bombardment  and  Attack  units,  the  Army  Air  Corps  participated  in  two 
special  events  - the  John  L.  Mitchei  and  the  Mason  M.  Patrick  Trophy  Paces. 

The  Third  A.ttack  Group,  competing  for  the  Patrick  Trophy,  had  a total  of  15 
entries,  all  A-3  Attack  planes.  Everyone,  of  course,  knows  that  this  Trophy 
was  donated  by  the  Hon.  F.  Trubee  Davison,  Assistant  Secretary  of  7s.r  for  Avia- 
tion, as  a uerpetual  memorial  to  Major-General  Mason  M.  Patrick  upon  his  re- 
tirement as  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  in  December,  1927,  and  that  it  is  competed 
for  annually  at  the  National  Air  Paces..  This  contest  is  limited  to  members  of 
the  Third  Attack  Group,  and  the  first  time  the  Trophy  was  competed  for  was  in 
September,  1928,  during,  the  National  Air  Paces  at  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  It  was 
won  by  Liout.  George  P.  Acheson,  Air  Corps,  who  averaged  a speed  of  139.525 
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miles  an  hour.  Second  place  "was  taken  by  Lieut.  Hen-bert  W,  AncLerson,  with  a 
speed  , of  139.083  miles  .an  hour.  It  Till  be  noti.ce-4  that  these  spa-els  are  very 
close.  This  year,  however,  there  ms  a considerable  difference  in  tine,  al- 
though the  pilots  were  flying  the  identical  type  of  plane  flown  last  year. 

Second  Lieut.  Ivan  M.  Palmer  camo  in  first  with  an  average  sneed  of  149.020 
miles  an  hour,  and  Lieut.  G.F.  Kinzie  came  in  second  with  a speed  of  138.84 
miles  an  hour.  Third  place  was  taken  by  Lieut.  3P.M.  Ziegler  with  a speed,  of 
136.14  miles  per  hour.  Fifteenth  place  was  taken  by  Lieut.  T.L.  Mosely  with  an 
average  speed  of  135.63  miles  per  hour,  and  he  received  the  customary  last  place 
Trophy. 

The  First  Pursuit  Group  raced  for  the  John  L.  Mitchell  Trophy,  awarded  by 
General  William  Mitchell  in  honor  of  his  brother  who  was  killed  in  action  during 
the  World  War.  This  Trophy  is  also  a perpetual  one  - a military  event  for 
pilots  of  the  First  Pursuit  Group  of  the  Army  Air  Corps.  The  first  contest  for 
this  Trophy  was  held  during  the  national  Air  Paces  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  in 
October,  1922,  at  which  time  Lieut.  Donald  F.  Stace  was  the  winner  with  an 
average  speed  of  148  miles  an  hour.  This  year  the  First  Pursuit  Group  entered 
18  planes,  the  winner  being  2nd  Lieut.  Paul  3.  Wurtsmith,  who  averaged  a speed 
of  152.17  miles  an  hour.  This  race  was  very  closely  contested,  as  2nd  Lieut. 
Aubrey  L.  Moore,  who  finished  second,  averaged  152.04  miles  per  hour,  and  2nd 
Lieut.  Kenneth  R.  Rogers,  finishing  third,  152.01  miles  per  hour. 

Another  interesting  feature  noticed  during  these  Races  were  the  means  em- 
ployed in  starting  the  events.  The  home  nylon,  the  starting  line,  was  right 
alongside  the  center  of  the  grandstand.  The  planes  all  taxied  out  into  the 
field  and  took  off  at  the  wave  of  the  starter's  flag.  They  did  not  at  this 
time,  however,  cross  the  starting  line  but  went  up  in  formation  and  then  broke. 
As  soon  as  they  broke,  the  planes  in  the  order  of  their  starting  number,  flash- 
ed across  the  starting  line  after  a dive  at  full  speed.  As  they  crossed  the 
line  the  timers  started  them  and  from  then  on  the  race  was  one  of  the  greatest 
amount  of  speed  and  the  greatest  ability  in  turning  the  pylons. 

The  pylons  were  placed  very  close  together  in  most  of  the  races.  There 
was  a five-mile  course  and  another  of  ten  miles,  and  in  both  courses  the  airmen 
had  to  make  turns  around  four  pylons.  Starting  the  entri  s this  r?ay  made  it 
very  interesting  for  the  spectators. 

This  year  parked  another  change  in  Army  participation  in  the  Races  which 
was  very  notable.  It  will  be  remembered  that  last  year  there  were  acrobatics 
in  formation  by  members  of  both  the  Army  and  the  navy.  This  year  the  Army, 
receiving  instructions  that  there  would  be  no  acrobatics  in  formation,  studious- 
ly avoided  that  type  of  flying  and  none  of  the  members  of  the  First  Parsuit 
Group  indulged  in  any  acrobacy  work  during  the  period  of  the  Races. 

eOo 

UNITS  MADE  INACTIVE  FOR  THIRD  AIR  CORPS  INCREMENT 

The  War  Department  has  directed  the  Corps  Area  Commanders  concerned  to 
discontinue  at  once  all  enlisted  promotions  and  new- appointments  within  the 
regiments  and  organizations  from  which  units  are  being  made  inactive  for  the 
third  Air  Corps  increment  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  dates  on  which  these  units  are  to  be  made  inactive  have  been  selected 
as  either  September  30,  1929,  or  October  31,  1929,  the  exact  dates  to  be  decided 
on  by  the  Corps  Area  Commanders  concerned,  except  that  Co.  A,  4th  Engineers,  has 
been  definitely  placed  on  an  inactive  status  effective  on  September  30,  1929. 

The  organizations  to  be  made  inactive  follow: 

1st  Battalion,  13th  Infantry,  Fort  Strong, ' Mass . : 

3rd  Battalion,  8th  Infantry,  Fort  Moultrie,  S.C. 

1st  Battalion,  10th  Infantry,  Fort  Thomas,  Ky. 

3rd  Battalion,  6th  Infantry,  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo. 

2nd  Battalion,  17th  Infantry,  Fort  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

15th  Field  Artillery,  less  one  battalion,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas. 

One  gun. battery  and  one  battery  section  of  the  battalion  combat  train  of 
the  4th  Field  Artillery  Battalion,  Fort  Robinson,  Nebraska. 

One  Company,  1st  Engineers,  Fort  Hancock,  New  Jersey. 

One  Company,  2nd  Engineers , Fort  Logan,  Colorado. 

Company  A,  4th  Engineers,  Fort  Bragg,  North  Carolina. 

8th  Ordnance  Company  (Maintenance)  Watertown  Arsenal , Mass. 

Those  Companies,  and  Batteries  to  be  mr.de  inactive,  wnich  have  not  been 
designated  by  the  War  Department  are  to  be  designated  -by  the  Corps  Area  Command- 
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AIRCRAFT  ACC  IDEM'S 


The  Hews  Letter  will  publish  from  time  to  time  some  data  regarding 
aircraft  accidents  in  an  attempt  to  present  to  its  readers  the  general 
trend  of  aircraft  accidents,  and  set  the  pilot  to  thinking  of  ways  and 
means  to  prevent  accidents.  All  charts  and  graphs  will  be  presented 
without  the  rate  scale.  For  more  comolete  information  upon  this  subject, 
Aircraft  Information  Circulars  are  published  from  time  to  time. 

The  Rational  Advisory  Committee  for  Aeronautics,  Special  * Committee 
on  Aircraft  Accidents,  has  been  engaged  since  February  18,  1928,  on  the 
study  and  analysis  of  aircraft  accidents.  Two  officers  of  the  Office 
of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  are  members  of  this  Committee. 

All  Air  Corps , Reserve  Corps  and  National  Guard  accidents  arc  analyzed 
and  classified  in  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  and  some  inter- 
esting Gronclus ions  can  be  drawn  from  these  studies. 

The  charts  below  show  the  downward  trend  of  Air  Corps  and  Rcsorvo 
Corps  fatal  accidents  resulting  from  two  major  causes  by  calendar  yoars. 
Rate  por  aircraft  hours  is  omitted. 


It  is  noted  that  spins  and  stalls  are  decreasing  and  that  collisions 
seem  to  remain  fairly  level . Collisions  can  be  avoided.  Wo  are  still  careless 
in  applying  the  rule  "Think  of  tho  other  follow  - you  are  responsible  for  his 
safety. " 

In  the  study  of  orrors  of  pilots,  32.3 $ of  all  accidents  in  1927  were 
duo  to  pilots'  orrors,  which  ; increased  to  '44.13$  in  1928.  In  1928,  63$ 
of  tho  fatal  accidents  ware  due  to  pilots'  orrors.  What  can  be  done  to  de- 
crease this  percentage?  The  problem  is  up  to  tho  individual  pilot.  During 
1928,  the  fatal  accidents  due  to  pilots'  orrors,  may  be  classified  as  follows: 


Error  of  judgment  ------  24$ 

Poor  technique  _____  _ 30$ 

Disobedience  of  orders  - - - 3$ 

Carelessness  or  negligence  - 6$ 

Total  -----, 63$. 


Having  sufficient  basic  training  and  special  experience,  why  does  a pilot 
select  the  wrong  field,  undershoot  his  landing,  permit  tho  plane  to  ground 
lbo'p,  deliberately  disobey  orders,  or  err  in  any  other  way?  The  underlying 
causes  can  be  grouped  into  (l)  overconfidence.;  (2)  overzealousness;  (3)  appre- 
hension; (4)  distraction,  and  (5)  miscellaneous. 
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For  the  year  1928,  about  fifty  percent  of  pilots*  errors  can  be  traced  to 
overconfidence,  with  about  25$  due  to  overzealousness,  about  15 $ to  apprehen- 
sion, 5$  to  distraction  and  the  balance  to  miscellaneous  causes. 

Inasmuch  as  85$  of  pilot  fatalities  occurred  among  officers  with  less  than 
two  years'  experience,  it  would  indicate  that  our  young  pilots  are  overconfident 
and  over zealous. 

Daring  this  year  46$  of  the  pilot  fatalities  occurred  with  pilots  of  less 
than  200  hours  of  flying;  17$  had  from  200  to  500  hours  to  their  credit;  25$ 
from  500  to  1,000  hours,  and  12$  from  1,000  to  1,200  hours. 

The  successful  pilot  of  today  in  the  one  who  eliminates  unnecessary  hazards, 
when  the  taking  of  such  hazards  is  not  mandatory  in  the  proper  performance  of 
the  military  mission.  Ho  learns  from  the  costly  experience  of  his  predeces- 
sors. With  modern  equipment,  the  well-trained  and  alert  pilot  of  today,  who 
always  uses  good  common  "horse  sense",  can  expect  to  live  a long  time.  Ask  the 
old-time  pilot  with  over  2,000  hours  to  his  credit. 

oOo 

MAJOR  BRADLEY  JONES  LEAVES  THE  AIK  CORPS 

It  was  with  deep  regret  that  Wright  Field  accepted  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Bradley  Jones,  who  for  several  years  lias  been  an  engineer  assigned  to  the 
development  and  use  of  various  instruments  necessary  to  successful  aerial  navi- 
gation. The  rare  combination  of  teacher,  engineer,  sea  navigator  and  airman, 
such  as  Mr.  Jones,  will  leave  a vacancy  most  difficult  to  fill. 

Daring  much  of  his  experience  with  the  Materiel  Division,  Mr.  Jones  has 
been  connected  with  Lieut.  Albert  F.  Hegenberger  of  Wright  Field,  navigator  of 
the  first  Hawaiian  Flight,  and  Captain  Clyde  V.'Finter,  now  instructor  in  the 
Navigation  School  being  held  at  Wright  Field.  With  Lieut.  Hegenberger,  Mr. 

Jones  has  not  only  planned  many  an  unusual  trip,  including  the  Hawaiian  trip, 
but  lias  also  navigated  on  many  hazardous  and  pioneer  flights.  His  most  recent 
flight  accomplishment  was  that  of  navigator  on  the  Air  Corps  bomber  which 
bombed  New  York  with  parachute  flares  during  the  maneuvers  of  last  May.  His 
many  hours  in  the  air  and  thorough  cooperation  and  assistance  have  won  for  him 
a.  great  esteem,  not  only  among  the  personnel  of  Wright  Field  but  among  the 
officers  of  the  Air  Corps  in  general.  As  a side  line,  Mr.  Jones  has  contribut- 
ed many  articles  along  general  aeronautical  lines  which  have  been  brimful  of 
human  interest  and  authoritative  information. 

Mr.  Jones,  who  now  holds  a commission  as  Major  in  the  Air  Corps  Reserve, 
and  who  left  the  Air  Corps  to  become  head  of  the  aeronautical  course,  Univer- 
sity of  Cincinnati,  will  be  a most  valuable  addition  to  the  faculty  of  that 
institution  of  learning,  and  will  have  the  opportunity  there  of  making  his 
wide  experience  available  to  the  new  generation. 

The  good  wishes  of  the  Air  Corps  go  with  him  in  his  new  endeavor. 

oOo — •- 

EXPERIMENTING  WITH  MOTOR  0116 

The  6th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Schofield  Barracks,  T.H.,  conducted  an  experi- 
ment-with  motor  oils  which  apparently  solved  a majority  of  the  motor  troubles 
at  that  station.  Statistics  furnished  by  the  Air  Depot  at  Luke  Field  show  that 
the  viscosity  of  the  oil  used  at  the  present  tine  in  the  Curtiss  D-12  motors 
at  Wheeler  Field  is  between  115  - 120°  (actual  test  118°). 

Investigation  of  the  Curtiss  Handbook  shows  that  the  oil  recommended  has 
a viscosity  of  90-95°.  The  use  of  Mobile  "3",  which  has  this  viscosity,  in  two 
of  the  motors  - one  in  station  airplane  No.  3 and  one  in  station  airplane  No. 

10,  has  caused  the  motors  to  function  properly.  The  motor  in  station  airplane 
No.  10,  while  using  the  present  oil,  would  miss  badly  on  both  switches,  more 
so  on  the  left,  after  approximately  20  minutes'  flying  time.  The  motor  in  sta- 
tion airplane  No.  3 missed  after  approximately  one  hour  and  five  minutes. 

With  Mobile  "3"  oil,  both  airplanes  remained  in  the  air,  functioning  pro- 
perly for  over  two  hours  without  any  change  except  the  oil.  The  oil  was  then 
changed  to  that  regularly  used  at  the  station  (viscosity  118°)  and  motor  again 
tested  in  station  airplane  No.  10.  After  approximately  20  minutes'  flying 
time,  the  motor  missed  on  both  swatches.  The  oil  was  then  again  changed  to 
Mobile  "3"  and  another  test  was  made.  The  ship  remined  in  the  air  for  one 
hour  and  40  minutes  and  functioned  properly. 
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FURCED_ 


While  the  spectacular  crashes  of  aircraft  nay  "be  of  great  interest  to 
nany  of  the  public,  there  is  little  which  those  technically  interest e<i  o*m  Xeaxn 
from  the.:,  in  the  way  of  taking  means  to  prevent  their  recurrence.  Too  often  the 
pilot  is  unable  to  report  the  causes  leading  to  the  cro.sh.  Too  often  the 
wreckage  is  just  a jumbled  mass  in  which  not  even  the  cleverest  mechanic  can 
find  just  one  specific  thing  wrong  which  caused  motor  or  wing  failure. 

The  Inspection  Division  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  is  devoting  a great  deal  of 
attention  to  the  matter  of  forced  landings.  The  definition  of  such  a landing 
is  one  that  is  unpremeditated,  whether  caused  by  adverse  weather  conditions, 
failure  of  the  airplane  or  its  power  plant.  A bad  storm,  fog,  a sputtering 
motor,  an  oil  leak,  controls  too  stiff,  and  a great  many  other  causes  may  force 
the  pilot  to  land  at  a place  other  than  his  intended  destination. 

In  the  past  a forced  landing,  involving  no  injury  to  the  pilot  or  damage 
to  the  airplane,  was  seldom  reported  except  to  the  pilot’s  own  organization  at 
his  home  station.  If  the  plane  or  its  motor  needed  adjustment,  same  was  atten- 
ded to  and  the  matter  forgotten.  The  Inspection  Division,  however,  is  now  re- 
quiring all  these  minor  flight  difficulties  at  Army  airdromes  throughout  the 
country  to  be  reported  to  it.  Accompanying  each  report  must  be  an  analysis  by 
the  authorities  concerned  at  the  field  of  the  reported  cause  of  the  landing. 

By  gathering  and  studying  such  a mass  of  statistics  concerning  these  landings, 
the  Inspection  Division  hopes  to  bo  able  to  recommend  action  leading  to  the 
reduction  of  forced  landings. 

If  statistics  show  that  a certain  type  of  motor  develops  magneto  trouble 
too  often,  that  is  a point  to  take  up  with  the  Materiel  Division.  If  unfore- 
seen fogs  often  prevent  the  completion  of  scheduled  flights  between  two  points, 
that  is  something  that  may  be  avoided  by  supplying  weather  data  more  often 
than  is  now  the  case  to  pilots  flying  between  those  point's'/ 

The  point  is  that  forced  landings  is  a proposition  which  the  Air  Corps 
is  taking  seriously,  even  though  nothing  more  spectacular  has  happened  in  the 
case  of  a forced  landing  than  the  landing  itself.  It  is  only  by  gathering 
reports  on  all  such  landings  in  the  Air  Corps  that,  through  the  frequency  of 
their  occurrence,  their  seriousness  can  be  determined  and  corrective  measures 
can  be  applied,  especially  when  the  pilot  is  able  to  make  an  intelligent  report 
of  his  actions  or  the  airplane  is  in  such  condition  that  a careful  inspection 
reveals  the  defect  sought  and  which  necessitates  correction. 

- — 0O0 • 

PREPARATIONS  FOR  TACTICAL  SCHOOL 

Work  is  progressing  rapidly  on  the  destruction  and  removal  of  the  old 
engine  and  aero  repair  buildings  near  the  flying  area  of  Maxwell  Field, 
Montgomery,  Ala.  These  old  buildings  are  relics  of  war  days  when  Maxwell  Field 
was  a repair  depot  and  have  not  been  in  use  for  some  time.  Their  removal  is  in 
line  with  the  plans  for  permanent  construction  to  be  made  later  in  connection 
with  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School  to  he  located  at  this  post.  Progress  has 
been  made  in  clearing  of  the  land  northeast  of  the  post  in  preparation  for  its 
becoming  a part  of  Marwoli  Field. 

0O0- — 

POWER  PLANT  ENGINEER  RESIGNS  FROM  AIR  CORPS 

Ik*.  Opie  Chenoweth,  formerly  in  charge  of  the  Power  Plant  testing  labora- 
tories at  the  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  has  severed  his 
connection  with  the  Air  Corps  in  order  to  become  a research  engineer  in  the 
laboratories  of  the  General  Motors  Resoarch  Corporation,  Detroit,  Mich.  His 
loss  to  the  Materiel  Division  will  be  keenly  felt  in  view  of  his  long  experi- 
ence there. 

During  Mr.  Chenoweth' s five  years  with  the  Division  he  has  conducted 
hundreds  of  laboratory  tests,  the  best  known  of  which  concern  superchargers  and 
carburetion.  Following  a year  of  graduate  work  at  Purdue  University,  he  joined 
the  Materiel  Division  to  carry  on  the  test  work  of  Mr.  Glenn  Shoemaker,  well 
known  engineer  formerly  with  the  Division.  For  several  seasons  Mr.  Chenoweth 
has  been  a most  active  worker  in  the  Dayton  chapter  of  the  Society  of  Automotive 
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Engineers,  having. presented  several  ■ technical  papers  "before  this  society. 

Since ’the  resignation  of  Mr.  Robert  Insley  of  the  Power  Plant  Branch, 
several  months  ago,  Mr.  Che no we th  has  been  in  charge  of  the  testing  work  carried 
on  in  the  engine  laboratory. 

Engineers  of  the  type  of  Mr.  Chenoweth,  who  have  received  most  of  their  ex- 
perience at  bright  Field,  form  valuable  contributions  to  the  industry  at  large, 
and  the  General  Motors  Research  Corporation  my  be  congratulated  upon  securing 
the  services  of  ;this  young  engineer. 


ATHLETICS  AT  THE  FAIRFIELD  DEPOT 


Through  the  influence  of  the  new  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Fairfield  Air 
Depot,  Eairfield,  Ohio,  - Major  H.  H.  Arnold- athletics  at  this  post  received 
an  additional  inspirational  impulse. 

Under  the  Commanding  Officer’s  direction,  athletics  at  Fairfield  were 
placed  on  a better  basis  than  ever  before.  The  Officers’  Clubs  at  both  the 
Fairfield  Air  Depot  and  bright  Field  were  combined,  and  under  the  direction  of 
different  committees  the  various  branches  of  athletics  are  being  developed  to 
a greater  degree  than  ever  before. 

There  is  probably  no  milita.ry  post  in  the  country  where  a greater  variety 
of  outdoor  and  indoor  games  may  be  clayed  than  at  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot.  Here 
is  one  of  the  finest  18-hole  golf  courses  to  be  found  anywhere,  and  it  is  now  in 
especially  fine  condition.  A squash  court  has  already  been  built,  and  three 
very  fine  tennis  courts  are  in  process  of  construction.  There  will  also  be 
directors  for  the  following  sports:  swimming,  target  practice,  bowling,  basket 
ball,  hand  ball  and  volley  ball.  It  is  hoped  to  get  ail  the  officers  of  both 
posts  interested  in  one  or  more  sports  so  that  teams  may  be  organized  with  the 
idea  of  having  competition  play  in  all  branches  of  athletics. 

oOd 


BAH  OH  IMMEDIATE  SEPARATION  FROM  AIR  CORPS  OF  PILOT  GRADUATES 

Circular  Ho.  47,  War  Department,  August  14,  1929,  inaugurates  a change 
of  policy  with  respect  to  Flying  Cadets  graduating  from  the  Advanced  Flying 
School  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas.  Paragraph  1 of  this  circular  provides :- 

11  * * * c.  Candidates  must  agree  to  sign  articles  of  service.  Each 
applicant  for  appointment  as  a flying  cadet  prior  to  appointment  or  enlistment 
shall  sign  articles,  with  the  consent  of  his  parents  or  guardian  (if  any)  if  . 
he  be  a minor,  by  which  he  shall  engage  to  serve  three  years,  one  as  a flying 
cadet  and  two  as  a second  lieutenant,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  on  active  duty,  or  as 
a commissioned  officer  in  the  Regular  Army,  unless  sooner  relieved  by  competent 
authority.  ” 

While  graduates  of  the  Air  Corns  Advanced  Flying  School  are  in  great  de- 
mand in  commercial  aviation,  where  many  of  them  today  fill  positions  of  trust 
and  responsibility  not  only  as  pilots  but  as  executives  and  technical  advisers, 
it  is  held  in  War  Denartment  circles  that,  upon  their  graduation  from  this 
school,  they  are  equally  valuable  to  aviation  as  a whole  as  Army  pilots.  Ac- 
cordingly, all  Flying  Cadets,  most  of  whom  receive  their  appointment  as  such 
from  civil  life,  will  hereafter  be  required  to  serve  Uncle  Sam  for  a period  of 
two  years  following  their  graduation  and  the  receipt  of  the  much  coveted  wings. 

Formerly,  after  receiving  this  training,  which  is  conceded  tb  be  the  fin- 
est and  most  thorough  flying  training  in  the  world,  graduates  were  free  to 
leave  the  organization  which  had  given  them  this  training  and  accept  positions 
in  the  commercial  field.  While  the  majority  of  them  chose  active  duty  in  the 
Air  Corps,  a considerable  number  preferred  a career  in  the  commercial  world. 
Practically  all  of  this  latter  class  felt  than  an  Army  career,  while  attractive 
in  many  ways , did  not  compensate  for  the  high  salaries  they  would  command  as 
civilian  pilots. 

Under  the  Five-Year  program  for  the  expansion  of  the  Air  Corps,  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  fill  the  quota  of  officers  required  by  the  terms  therec 
the  final  number  being  1650  officers  of  the  Regular  Army  Air  Corps  and  550 
Reserve  officers  on  extended  active  duty.  Funds  for  carrying  on  the  training  o'. 
new  flying  personnel  are  limited,  and  it  is  felt  that  the  Army,  having  trained 
a pilot,  should  have  a prior  claim  on  his  services  for  at  least  two  years  fol- 
lowing the  completion  of  Ms  flying  training.  Under  the  new  regulations,  Fly- 
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ing  Cadets  before  their  appointment'  mast  .enlist  for  a -period,  of  three  years, 
one  of  which  will  ordinarily  he  devoted  to  his  training  at  the  Flying  Schools 
and  the  two  remaining  years  to  a tour  of  active  duty  as  a "Reserve  or  Regular 
Officer  in  the  grand  of  2nd  Lieutenant.'  Graduation' from  the  Advanced  Flying 
School  entitles  the  graduate  to  a Reserve  Commission  a.s  2nd  Lieutenant  in  the 
Air  Corps. 

Rhile  the  needs  of  commercial  aviation  for  competent  pilots  are  still 
very  great,  such  needs  are  now  being  partly  supplied,  by  young  men  completing; 
flying  courses  in  some  of  the  better  grade  of  civilian  flying  schools  through- 
out the  country.  Patterned  in  their  curriculum  after  the  Army  schools , these 
civilian  institutions  aro  now  on  a solid  footing  and  are  slowly  effecting  a 
reduction  in  the  cost  of  the  courses  to  students  and  at  the  same  time  increas- 
ing their  equipment  and  perfecting  their  system  of  training. 

The  V/ar  Department  holds  that  it  should  be  entitled  to  some  service  in 
return  for  the  training  it  has  gratuitously  given  its  pilots  and,  further,  that 
it  should  in  no  way  enter  into  competition  with  civilian  schools  in  training 
flyers  to  fill  vacancies  in  commercial  aviation.  Since  these  civilian  schools 
will  form  a great  reservoir  from  which  trained  pilots  may  he  drawn  in  the 
event  of  future  wars,  they  wall  he  given  every  encouragement  to  develop.  One 
of  those  aids  to  their  development  will  he  the  knowledge  on  the  part  of  their 
newly  graduated  pilots  that  they  will  have  no  serious  competition  in  the  com- 
mercial world  with  those  who  have  earned  their  "wings"  at  government  expense. 

0O0 

PROPOSED  CHARGE  IE  THE  AIR  CORPS  STANDARD  PARACHUTE 
By  A.  M.  Jacobs 

Experimental  work  has  been  in  progress  for  more  than  a year  at  the  Materiel 
Division,  Y/right  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio  , upon  parachute  improvements  and  refine- 
ments which,  if  they  prove  successful  in  the  extensive  tests  which  are  now 
under  way,  may  cause  certain  changes  in  the  standard  type  parachutes  in  present 
use.  YThether  eventually  adopted  or  not,  these  changes  are  extremely  interest- 
ing in  character.  Materials , area,  and  the  principle  of  operation  of  the 
standard  chute  remain  unchanged. 

Instead  of  the  circular,  mainsail-,  however , a triangular  one  has  been  sub- 
stituted. This  triangle  is  rounded  at  two  corners,  while  the  third  is  sheafed 
straight  across.  The  shroud  lines  extend  down,  spaced  regularly  as  in  the 
standard  chute,  except  across  the  sheared^-off  corner,  which  has  no  shroud  lines 
whatsoever.  Fnen  the  chute  is  open,  this  portion  upon  which  there  are  no  shroud 
lines  to  pull  -forms  a tail-like  vent  through  which  the  air. escapes. 

Approximately  a dozen  jumps  and  a hundred  dummy  drops  have  been  made  with 
the  new  chute.  These  indicate  a decreased  oscillation  and  shock  load  to  the 
jumper  upon  opening,  and  greater  manual  steerability  in  descent.  This  improved 
operation  is  accomplished  mainly  by  the  different  shaping  of  the  mainsail.  The 
air  escaping  through  the  tail-like  vent  propels  the  chute  horizontally  at  a 
speed  of  from  three  to  four  miles  an  hour.  Because  the  parachute  inherently 
possesses  this  horizontal  motion,  steering  can  be  accomplished  by  the  manipula- 
tion of  the  shroud  lines  and  the  parachute  be  so  turned  that  the  vent  is  with 
or  against  the  wind,  controlling  direction. 

The  decreased  shock  to  the  jumper  results  from  a second  round  vent  at  the 
apex  of  the  mainsail,  somewhat  different  from  that  of  the  standard  chute. 

During  low  shock  loads  this  vent  remains  closed  and  at  high  shock  load3  auto- 
matically opens.  The  chute  has  very  little  oscillation.  It  may  turn  in  its 
direction,  but  there  is  virtually  no  swing. 

A feature  adding  to  the  safety  of  operation  upon  opening  is  the  new  spring- 
less, nonfoulable  pilot  parachute.  Tbis  is  30  inches  long  and  36  inches  in 
diameter.  The  lobes  have  partitions  which  extend  to  a long  central  elongation 
fastening  directly  to  the  anex  of  the  mainsail,  making  shroud  lines  unnecessary. 
The  actuation  of  the  pilot  parachute  in  the  standard  chute  is  supplied  by 
springs.  In  the  new  parachute  this  actuation  is  achieved  by  a different  method 
of  packing. 

The  new  pack  has  rounded  corners  for  better  wear  and  to  prevent  folds  of 
the  silk  slipping  through.  As  in  the  standard  chute,  the  shroud  lines  are 
packed  in  pockets , zigzagged  across  the  bottom  of  the’- pack.  The  mainsail  is 
folded  on  top.  Two  pieces  of  canvas  under  great  tension  from  heavy  elastics  are 
drawn,_diagorially  across  the  shroud  lines  and  mainsail  and  are  fastened  with 
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pins  under  the  outside  corners  of  the  pack.  The  pilot  chute  lies  atop  these 
diagonal  pieces  and  is  partially  rolled,  in  a fold  of  canvas  attached  to  the 
canvas  which  forms  the  outside  cover  of  the  pack.  This  cover  is  dram;  along 
with  the  diagonal  pieces  under  the  outside  bottom  of  the  pack  and  secured  with 
the  sane  pins. 

When  the  jumper  pulls  the  rip  cord,  these  pins  are  snatched  out,  the 
diagonal  pieces  under  strong  elastic  tension  draw  hack  sharply,  throwing  open 
the  top  cover  and  flinging  the  pilot  chute  out  into  the  wind.  The  edges  of  the 
mainsail  skirt  are  snapped  to  the  bottom  of  the  pack  with- glove  fasteners,  so 
that  the  chute  and  shroud  lines  are  strung  out  before  the  skirt  bottom  is 
released.  This  prevents  hunching  of  the  folds  and  tangling  of  the  shroud  lines, 
permitting  the  chute  to  fill  with  air  in  swift  and  orderly  fashion. 

Major  E.L.  Hoffman,  Air  Corps,  has  been  in  charge  of  this  special  parachute 
experimental  work,  and  this  new  project  has  all  the  promise  of  success  that 
crowned  his  earlier  parachute  labors. 

0O0 

ENGINEER.  AT  MATERIEL  DIVISION  RECEIVES  MANLY  MEDAL 

The  famous  Manly  Medal  for  achievement  in  aeronautical  engineering  for 
1928  was  awarded  to  Samuel  D.  Heron,  well  known  power  plant  engineer  of  the 
Materiel  Division  of  the  Air  Cores  at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio.  The  presen- 
tation took  place  at  the  Society  ’Of  Automotive  Engineers  dinner  held  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  the  even  in.  of  August  27th. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Manly  Medal  is  bestowed  each  year  by  the 
S.  A.  S.  upon  the  person  considered  to  have  made  the  most  worth  while  contri- 
bution to  aeronautical  engine  development.  The  award  is  named  in  honor  of 
Mr.  Charles  M.  Manly,  who  was  the  chief  engineer  for  Professor  Samuel  ?. Langley 
in  the  design  and  building  of  his  famous  radial  engine  which  powered  the  early 
Langley  monoplane. 

Mr.  Heron  is  well  known  by  the  personnel  of  the  Air  Corps  and  also  by. the 
industry.  Since  1921,  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  he  has  been  a research 
engineer  of  the  Materiel  Division.  Prior  to  joining  the  Materiel  Division,  Mr. 
Heron  was  engaged  in  special  research  work  under  the  famous  English  scientist, 
Dr.  A.  H.  Gibson.  During  the  past  ten  years  he  -has  specialized  upon  the 
development  of  the  air-cooled  engine,  the  success  of  which  today  is  in  no  small 
measure  cue  to  his  painstaking  work  in  connection  with  the  design  and  develop- 
ment of  satisfactory  air-cooled  cylinders.  Mr.  Heron  has  patiently  and  ably 
conducted  hundreds  of  tests  of  various  types  of  cylinder  construction,  tests  to 
determine  the  proper  valve  seats,  valve  designs  and  materials,  and  particularly 
the  cylinders  which  combine  the  aluminum  alloy  head  screwed  and  shrunk  on  to  a 
steel  valve. 

One  of  the  outstanding  developments  of  the  Materiel  Division  in  recent 
years  has  been  the  "air-cooled  Liberty  engine,"  which  was  built  primarily  to 
determine  if  a 12-cylinder  air-cooled  Vee  engine  could  be  operated  satisfacto- 
rily. For  months  Mr.  Heron's  energies  were  spent  in  perfecting  cylinders  for 
this  engine  and  in  determining  the  proper  cording  which  would  provide  suffi- 
cient air  cooling.  The  success  of  the  cooling  of  this  engine  has  aroused  much 
interest  in  the  design  of  air-cooled  inverted  Vee  and  in-line  engines. 

Among  many  other  projects  in  which  Mr.  Heron  has  interested  himself  should 
he  mentioned  his  research  work  in  connection  with  various  anti-knock  fuels, 
which  permit  the  use  of  higher  compression  with  a resulting  increase  of  power 
and  fuel  economy.  For  several  years  his  work  as  an  instructor  during  the 
course  of  Engine  Design  given  by  the  Air  Corps  Engineering  School  has  been  of 
an  unusually  high  caliber  and  most  valuable  to  the  Air  Corps  officers  pursuing 
this  course. 

The  personnel  of  the  Air  Corps  may  well  take  pride  in  seeing  an  engineer 
of  their  organization  thus,  honored  by  so  outstanding  a group  as  the  Society 
of  Automotive  Engineers. 

oOo 

LIEUT.  DOOLITTLE  SAYS  LITTLE 

Lieut.  James  H.  Doolittle,  the  well  known  Army  flyer,  is  evidently  a firm 
believer  in  the  well-known  adage  that  "brevity  is  the  soul  of  wit,"  if  the 
aff-ic.ial  report  covering  the  emergency  parachute  jump  made  by  him  on  September 
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1st  my  be  considered,  as  evidence. 

This  officer  joined  the  Caterpillar  Club  when  his  plana  di.ain.tegrat»d  in 
the  air  while  on  a practice  flight  'preparatory-  to  giving  - an  exhibition  at  the 
National  Air  Races  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and,  incidentally,  is  the  150th  person 
in  this  country  to  join  this  mythical  organization. 

Array  officials  at  the  Air-' Places  had  been  anxiously  awaiting  his  return 
from,  his  practice  flight  in  order  to  service  his  plane  for  the  actual  exhibi- 
tion. Thirty  minutes  before  ho  was  Scheduled  to  take  off  for  this  exhibition 
flight • he  walked  into  Array  headquarters  with  the  parachute  under  his  am,  and 
said;  "Gentlemen,  I guess  I’ll  have  to  borrow  another  plane."  This  was  the 
first  intimation  received  of  his  jump. 

Within  the  prescribed  thirty  minutes  Lieut.  Doolittle  taxied  his  borrowed 
"plane  to  the  starting  line,  took  off -at  the  wave  of  the  flag,  and  staged  an 
excellent  demonstration  of  flying -and  acrobatics. 

In  submitting  an  official  report,  which  every  officer  of  the  Air  Corps  is 
required  to  do  when  an  emergency  parachute  jump  is  made,  the  person  making  it 
is  required  to  answer  in  detail  eleven  questions.  Lieut.  Doolittle's  report 
is  a- masterpiece  of  brevity,  he  having  used  but  38 ’words  in  answer  to  all  the 
eleven  questions.  Under  the  provisions  of  Circular  No.  15-59,  Office  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  1928,  narrative  statements  are  required  to  be  given 
in  answer  to  the  questions  quoted  below.  Lieut.  Doolittle'i  answers  are  given 
in  regular  sequence,  viz: 

A.  Place,  date  and  time  of  jump. 

A.  Cleveland,  Ohio,  September  1,  1929,  3:10  p.n. 

S . Type  and  Air  Corps  numb er  of  aircraft. 

3.  P-1C,  Prestone- cooled,  A.C.  No.  29-227,  P537. 

C.  Whether  or  not  the  aircraft  was  under  control  at  the  time  of  the  jump. 

C.  No,  ' 

D.  Type  of  parachute  used. 

D.  Irving  seat  type. 

E.  Estimate  of  engine  speed  at  time  of  jump. 

E.  2800  r.p.rn. 

F.  Estimated  speed  of  aircraft  at  time  of  jump  and  its  position  with  rela- 

tion to • flight ; i.e. , climbing,  diving,  spinning,  etc. 

F.  200  rn.p.h, , 30°  past  vortical  - diving. 

G.  Description  of  method  of  leaving  thd  aircraft. 

G.  Thrown  out. 

H.  A complete  and  accurate  account  of  the  causes  for  the  emergency  jump. 

H.  Wings  broke.  ' 

I.  An  accurate  account  of  the  feelings  and  reactions  of  the  jumper  during 

and  immediately  after  the  jump-. 

I.  This  space  was  left  blank. 

J.  Velocity  of  the  surface  wind  at  tine  of  the  jump  and  the  general 

weather  conditions . 

J.  Gusty  wind'. 

K.  What  ill  effects  or  injury  was  sustained  from  the  jump.  If  any,  state 

the  cause.  ' A-.' 

K.  None. 

■ ' -The  aviation  editor  of  the  Associated  Press  who  ha-roe ned  to  see  Lieut. 
Doolittle's  jump  and  who  drove  over  to  help  him  to  his  feet  when  he  landed, 
asked  the  Air  Corps  officer  what  his  reactions  were.  Lieut.  Doolittle  replied: 
"I  am  glad  it  happened'.  I have  always  wanted  to  be  forced  to  jump.  I have 
almost  had  to  go  over  the  side  several  times,  but  this  time  there  Wasn't  any 
other  choice.  I had  to." 

oOo 

WAN  DEPARTMENT  ORDERS  AFFECT  INC  AIR  CORPS  ■ 0FFI CERS 

Changes  of  Station:  Major  Norman  W.  Peek,  Langley  Field,  to  Baltimore, 

Md. , reporting  to  Comdg.  Gen.,  3rd  Corps  Area,  for  duty  with  Air  Corps  at  his 
headquarters'.  ■'  - 

Major  Walter  G.  Kilner  to  Langley  Field,  Va. , upon  completion  of  tour  of 
duty  in  the  Philippines.  “ 

Major  Vincent  B.  Dixon  relieved  from  assignment-  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Nans., 
and  to  Langley  Field,  Va. , for  duty. 

Major  Henry  W.  Haras  from  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps  to  Philippines,  sailing 
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fron  San  Francisco  about  February  8,  1930.  . • 

Captain  George  H;  Pa lme r . Langley  Field,  to  'Minneapolis , Minn.,  for  duty 
as  I ns tract or,  Minnesota  national  Guard. 

Captain  Ediriund  W.  Hill,  Chanute  Field,'  to  Fort  Leavenworth  * Kansas,  for 
duty  as  student,  Command  and  General  Staff  School,  1929-31  course. 

1st  Lieut.  Carlton  F.  Bond,  Crissy  Field,  to  Pearson  Field,  Wash. , for 
duty  with  Organized  Preserves,  9th  Corps  Area. 

1st  Lieut.  Frank  B.  Tyndall,  Langley  Field,  to  Air  Corps  Tactical  School 
for  duty  as  student,  1929-1920  course. 

1st  Lieut.  Carl  A.  Cover,  upon  completion  of  tour  of  duty  in  Hawaiian  De- 
partment, to  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

1st  Lieut.  Clarence  H.  Welch  to  1st  Balloon  Company,  Post  Field,  Fort  Sill, 
Old. a.  , upon  completion  of  tour  of  duty  in  Panama. 

1st  Lieut.  Wendell  B.  McCoy,  Maxwell  Field,  to  Crissy  Field,  Calif. 

1st:  Lieut.  Fred  E.  Woodward  and  2nd  Lieut.  Henry  W.  Dorr,  Mitchel  Field, 
to  Crispy \Field,  Calif.,  sailing  from  Hew  York  December  11,  1929. 

1st  Lieut.  John  G.  Moore,  Fort  Crockett,  Texas,  to  Panama  Canal  Zone,  'sail- 
ing from  Hew  York  City  about  Ho  verier  22,  1929. 

1st  Lieut.  Peter  E.  Skanse , Instructor  Minnesota  National  Guard,  Minnea- 
polis, to  Pope  Field,  Fort  Bragg,  H.C. 

1st  Lieut.  Langhorne  W.  Motley,  upon  expiration  of  tour  of  foreign  service, 
to  Langley  Field,  for  duty  as  student,  A.C.  Tactical  School.  Orders  assigning 
him  to  Pope  Field  revoked. 

Following  officers  relieved  from  duty  at  March  Field  to  proceed  to  stations 
indicated:  1st  Lieuts . Harvey  W.  Prosser  and  Isaac  J.  Williams  to  Crissy  Field, 
Calif.;  1st  Lieut.  Wm.  B.  Clarke  and  2nd  Lieut.  Walter  L.  Wheeler  to  Fort 
Crockett,  Texas;  1st  Lieut.  George  E.  Rice  to  Post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma. 

1st  Lieut.  Edward  A.  Hillery,  Langley  Field,  to  Pope  Field,  H.C. 

1st  Lieut.  Ployer  P.  Hill,  Mitchel  Field,  to  Philippines,  sailing  from 
Hew  York  about  January  17,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  James  A.  Willis,  Jr.,  Langley  Field,  to  Bolling  Field,  D.C. 

Upon  completion  of  tour  of  duty  in  Hawaiian  Department,  2nd  Lieut. 'Carlisle 
I.  Ferris  to  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut.  Mark  D.S.  Steenson,  March  Field,  to  Hawaiian  Department,  sail- 
ing from  San  Francisco  about  November  6,  1929. 

1st  Lieut.  David  J.  Ellinger,  Dodd  Field,  to  Panama  Canal  Zone,  sailing 
from  Hew  York  a.bout  November  22,  1929. 

Orders  assigning  1st  Lieut.  Phillips  Melville,  Langley  Field,  to  the 
Philippines,  revoked. 

Orders  directing  Capt.  Claire  L.  Chennault,  Brooks  Field,  to  Langley  Field 
for  duty  as  student,  Tactical  School,  revoked. 

2nd  Lieut.  Charles  B.  Overacker,  Jr.,  Brooks  Field,  to  Fort  Sam  Houston, 
Texas,  for  duty  with  Air  Corps  troops. 

1st  Lieut.  Reuben  D.  Biggs,  Procurement  Representative,  Buffalo,  H.Y., 
to  Philippines,  sailing  from  Hew  York  about  December  11,  1929. 

2nd  Lieut.  Frank  K.  Park  to  March  Field,  Calif. , upon  completion  of  tour 
of  duty  in  Panama. 

2nd  Lieuts.  William  C.  Bentley,  Langley  Field;  Robert  E.L.  Choate,  Fay  3. 
Dice,  Draper  F.  Henry,  Benjamin  S.  Kelsey,  Mitchel  Field;  John  F.  Egan,  James 
A.  Ellison,  Selfridge  Field;  Harry  J.  Flatequal,  Fort  Sill,  Ckla. ; John  J. 
Keough,  Fort  Sapi  Houston,  Texas;  John  W.  Person  and  Murray  C.  Woodbury, 

Maxwell  Field,  to  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  for  duty  as  students  at  Primary  Flying 
School . 

2nd  Lieut.  Charles  W.  O’Connor,  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  to  Langley  Field, Va. 

1st  Lieut.  Edgar  E.  Glenn,  Organized  Reserves,  Muskogee,  Cki'a.  , to  Air 
Corps  Training  Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  for  duty. 

2nd  Lieuts.  Wm.  3.  Blaufuss , Lang]_ey  Field;  Wentworth  Goss,  Crissy  Field; 
Ford  J.  Lauer , Mitchel  Field;  Frederick  W.  Ott,  Lee  Q.  Wasser  and  PiOger  V. 
Williams,  Rockwell  Field,  to  March  Field,  Calif.,  for  duty. 

Following  officers,  stationed  at  Fort  Crockets,  Texas,  to  Brooks  Field,' 
for  duty:  2nd  Lieuts.  George  R.  Acheson,  Archibald  M.  Kelley,  George  K.MacHair, 
Herbert  M.  Newstrom  and  Elmer  p.  Rose. 

Relieved  from  detail  to  the  Air  Corns;.  2nd  Lieut.  Mayer  H.  Halff  to  1st 
rivalry  Officer,  Fort  Bliss,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut . George  Seiman  to  the  29th  Infantry,  Fort  Banning,  Ga. 

2nd  Lieut.  George  ?.  O'Neill  to  1st  Tank'  Regiment , Fort  Denning,  Ga. 
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2nd  Lieut.  Arthur  L.  Cobh  to  1st  Tank  Regiment,  Fort  Penning,  Ga. 

1st  Lieut.  Gilbert  Hayden ’to  Fort  Monmouth,  N.tJV,  fob  duty  with  Sig.  Corps. 

2nd  Lieut.  Joseph  F.  Trent  to  29th  Infantry,  Fort  Benning,  Ga. 

2nd  Lieut..  Thomas  R.  Horton  to  Infantry,  2nd  Division,  Ft. San  Houston, Tex. 

2nd  Lieut.  John  F.  bird  to  18th  Field  Artillery,  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

2nd  Lieut.  Raleigh  E.  Hendrix  to  14th  Coast  Artillery,  Fort  Worden,  Wash. 

2nd  Lieut..  James  F*  Collins  to  Field  Art.,  2nd  PlMsidil,  Ft. San  Houston. 

2nd  Lieut.  Donald  J.  Dailey  to  52nd  Coast  Artillery,  Fort  Eustis,  Va. 

Major  Walter  D.  Mangan,  F.A. , to  East  Orange,  N.J.,  for  duty  with  Organized 
Reserves,  2nd  Corps  Area. 

Captain  Harry  K.  Coulter  to  Infantry  2nd  Div. , Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas. 

Captain  Robert  M.  Bathurst  to  1st  Field  Art.,  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

2nd  Lieut.  Frank  T.  Os tenberg  to  51st  Coast  Artillery,  Fort  Eastis , Ya. 

2nd  Lieut.  Ephraim  H.  Me Le no re  to  Field  Art.,  2nd  Div.,  Fort  San  Houston. 

2nd  Lieut.  Robert  G.  Lowe  to  6th  Cavalry,  Fort  Oglethorpe,  Ga. 

Detailed  to  the  Air  Corps  and  to  Primary  Flying  School,  Brooks  Field,  for 
training:  2nd  Lieut.  Howell  H.  Jordan,  Infantry;  2nd  Lieut.  Samuel  L.  Myers, 
Cavalry;  ifojor  Hollis  LeR.  Muller,  Coast  Artillery  Corps; 

Reserve  Officers  assigned  to  extended  active  duty;  2n<3  Lieut.  Harry  Alston 
Smith  to  Marshall  Field,  Kansas,  Sept.  7 to  June  30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Charles  F.  Carter,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  to  Pope  Field,  N.C., 
September  7,  1929,  to  June  30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Philip  Arthur  Roll,  Fort  Myers,  Fla.,  to  Pope  Field,  N.C., 

Sept.  1 to  June  30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Charles  Clay  Cunningham,  Indianapolis,  Ind. , to  Marshall  Field, 
Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  to  June  30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Ferdinand  Eble , Jr.,  Washington,  D.C.,  to  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y., 
to  June  30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  W.  Hill  Snyder,  Columbia,  S.C.,  to  Pope  Field,  N.C.,  to  June 
30,  1930. 

2nd  Lieut.  Ernest  Cecil  STye  to  Maxwell  Field,” Ala. ,' to  June  30,  1930. 

Transferred  to  the  Air  Corns:  2nd  Lieut.  Harvey  L.  Boyden,  Cavalry,  with 
rank  from  June  15,  1925.  . •: 

Resignations : 2nd  Lieut.  Julius  A.  Barr 

2nd  Lieut.  Harold  Frederick  Brown 
1st  Lieut . Victor  E.  Bertrandias 

Retirement : Lieut .-Colonel  Harry  Graham,  December  15,  1929,  after  more 
than  30  years’  service. 

oOo 

LIEUT.  LOUTZENHEISER  JOIHS  CATERPILLAR  CLUB 

While  ferrying  an  airplane  from  Rockwell  Field  to  Chanute  Field  recently, 
Lieut.  Joe  Loutzenheiser  ran  into  bad  weather.  In  an  effort  to  go  around  the 
storm  he  was  compelled  to  use  his  parachute  over  Hemosillo , Mexico.  The  plane 
was  completely  wrecked,  nothing  worth  salvaging,  but  fortunately  the  pilot  .was 
uninjured. 

This  officer  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field  on  August  26tfy  for  the  purpose  of 
ferrying  o2-C  plane  #26-397  to  Chanute  Field,  via  Tucson,  Arizona. 

oOo 

HOUSING  PROJECTS  AT  ROCKWELL  FIELD 

Major  Frank  M.  Kennedy,  Chief  of  the  Buildings  and  Grounds  Section, 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado, 

Calif.,  on  August  27th,  and  while  there  looked  over  the  grounds  and  discussed 
with  the  Commanding  Officer  and  the  Constructing  Quartermaster  the  types  of 
construction,  buildings  desired,  and  funds  necessary  to  maintain  the  post. 

Major  Kennedy,  who  is  in  charge  of  all  Air  Corps  building  programs ^ car- 
ried back  with  him  definite  ideas  as  to  bhe  necessity"  for  bachelor  officers' 
quarters  being  completed  at  once;  also  the  necessity  for  establishing  proper 
landing  and  take-off  runway  and,  in  general,  the  cost  to  the  Government  to 
maintain  troop  shelter  now  provided. 

■ „ oOo 

Two  candidates  in  the  persons  of  Lieut.  Thomas  Power,  of  Langley  Field, 
and  his  brother-in-law,  Harry  Hall,  of  New  York,  joined  the  Caterpillar  Club 
September  11th  when  forced  to  jump  because  of  the  crumpling  of  one  wing. 
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EE  SEE  YE’  OFFICERS  AT  MAXWELL  FIELD  COMPLETE  TRAINING 


Tlie  month  of  August  marked  the  completion  of  the  summer  training  period  for 
the  Organized  Reserves  at  Maxwell  Field.  During  this  training  period  of  approx- 
imately two  months,  (July  and  August)  a total  of  fifty-four 'Reserve  Officers 
were  on  active  duty,  each  for  two  weeks.  These  officers  included  thirty-seven 
pilots,  seven  observers  and  ten  not  rated.  In  the  ten  PT-1 * s used  for  their 
training,  a total  of  285  hours  were  flown,  giving  each  officer  an  average  of 
about  seven  hours  flying  time.  •. v - , 

In  addition  to  the  actual  flying  training  given,  training  was  carried  on  in 
"duties  of  Squadron  Officers",  each  Group  of  officers  upon- reporting  for  duty 
being -organized  as  a Squadron  and  functioning  as  such  during  their  two  weeks'* 
t raining  -perio  d . 

As  a final  .fixer  cRs©-,  ©acR  Squadron  participated  in  a one -night  field  man- 
euver, a portion  of  the  flying  field  being  utilized  as  a'  camp  site  where  an  . 
over -night  - camp  was  established  and -from  which  all  operations  originated  for  a 
periled  of " twenty^f our  hours,, 

..Lieut . W.B,  McCoy  had  charge  of  the  Reserve  Officers  Summer  'Training  and 
it  was: .largely  due  to  his  untiring  efforts  that  such  a successful  training  peri- 
led was  made-  possible. 

The-: 'Maxwell.  Field  Cor  respondent  states  that  - it  is  with  much  regret  that 
Lieut..  McCoy  leaves  Maxwell  Field  thin  ‘December  for  'foreign  service.ln  Hawaii, 
after  having  served  a tour'  of  duty  of  four  years  at  this  station.'  He  is  to  bo 
replaced  by  Lieut.  R.R.  Brown,  at  present  stationed  in  Hawaii . 

Additional  work  performed  by  Maxwell  Field  personnel,  in  connection  with 
Rummer  training,  includes  the  tow-target  and  spotting  missions  conducted  at  Ft. 
Barrancas,  Fla. , for  anti-pair  craft  machine  gun  and  Coast  defense  firings  for 
the  Reserve  Officers  Training  Corps,  National  Guard,  Citizens  Military  Training 
Camp  and  Organized  Reserve  Corps  during  their  summer  encampments  at  that  station 
Actual  flying  time  and  flights  for  these  missions  amounted  to  seventy-one  hours 


and  fortv-five  flights 

i,  allotted 

as  'follows: 

••  . ....  'T  ' : . 

R.O.T.C. 

9 hours 

and.  6 flights. 

National  Guard 

33  " 

"18  " 

C.M.T.C, 

6 " 

ii  4 ii 

OiR.C;  " • 

23  « 

11  i?  » 

■9> 


An  Air  Corps  problem  was  recently  conducted  at  Ft.  Barrancas,  consisting 
of  aerial  observation  for  six  and  ten  inch  Coast  Artillery 1 firing.  It  is  es- 
timated that  this  mission  required  about  twenty  hours’  flying  time. 


- — 0O0 • ■ 


" A MATTER  OF  GOLF  ETIQUETTE 

Enlisted  golfers  at  Clark  Field,  Philippine  Islands,  are  still  digging 
their  eighteen  holes  per  day  in.  anticipation  ef  a game  with  Nichols  Field 
personnel. 

One  might  relate  an  incident  which  occurred  o.n  the  links  recently.  A two- 
some, having  just  driven  off  from  the  tee,  another  -twosome  prepared  for  their 
departure.  One  of  the  players,  being  a brand  new  member  of  the  Club  and  not 
acquainted  with  golf  rules  or  etiquette,  rapidly  overtook  the  first  twosome  and 
announced:  "Hey,  you  fellows’.  You  better  let  us  pass,  ’ cause  I’ve  got  nine  clubs 
and  you  follows  have  only  four  apiece".  Having  parted  with  this  startling  in- 
formation, he  nonchalantly  parsed  them  up,  leaving  behind  two  very  awed  members 
and  a much  amused  partner  following. 

• — --  oOo— 

NAVY  FLYERS  STAGE  SHOW  AT  FAIRFIELD 

Twenty-two  airplanes  arrived  at  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  Fairfield, Ohio , 
on  August  24th  in  formation.  The  arrival  of  any  group  of  ships  at  this  field 
is  ordinarily  a matter  that  would  cause  no  comment  whatsoever.  But  when  the 
Navy  came  in,  they  monopolized  the  attention  of  the  whole  field,  performing 
evolutions  while  in  formation  such  as  were  never  seen  at  this  field. 

While  in  formation  they  performed  such  feats  as  looping-the-loop,  barrel 
rolling  and  other  evolutions  in  such  perfect  unison  that  they  excited  the  praise 
and  admiration  of  everyone . It  was  inspiring  to  know  that  the  drill  among  the 
flying  officers  of  the  United  States  has  reached  such  a point  of  perfection  as 
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to  attract  tlie  attention  of  officers  'and  other  personne]_-crr  this'  field  where 
flying  is.  being  done  continuously,  and  aero bat±c...f lying  Is  always  being  per- 
formed but  by  individuals. 

The  Fairfield  Correspondent  stat.es  that , " the  careful  training  which  is  nec- 
essary for  the  type  of  flying  that  was  observed  here  on  August  24th  speaks  well 
for  the  Navy  branch  of  our  national  defense.  We  congratulate  the  Navy." 

■ ■ — pOo— 

PROGRESS  OF  FLYING  CADETS  AT  MARCH  FIELD 

After  one  month  of  restrictive  bondage  at  the  Primary  Flying  School  at 
March  Field.,  Riverside,  Calif . , Mr.  Dumbjohn  Kay  dot , officially  known  as  the 
members  of  the  Lower  Class,  received  permission  to  leave  the  post.  The  exodus, 
of  blue-coated  615-160’ s caused  many  a jam  at  the  gate,  but  nothing  compared 
to  the  speed  records  broken  to  got  back  in  before  bed  check. 

Forty- six  members  of  the  class  have  taken  off  with  solo  streamer  floating 
from  the  rudder,  and  all  members  arc  on  the  verge  of  soloing,  or  else,????? 

Eleven  members  met  the  Faculty  Board  on  August  12th,  due  to  failure  to 
meet  flying  requirements,  and  were  disqualified  for  further  training. 

• o0o~-~ 

FAMOUS  REFUELING  PLANE  GOES  TO  MAXWELL  FIELD 

The  famous  C-2  Fokker  Transport , "Question  Mark",  with  which  the  Army  Air 
Corps  set  the  vogue  for  refueling  duration  flights,  has  been  assigned  to  Max- 
well Field,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  will  be  used  in  transporting  personnel  and 
supplies.  This  plane  was  recently  flown  by  Capt . Donald  P.  Muse,  pilot,  with 
Cpl.  T.H.  Moore,  passenger,  from  Bolling  Field,  D.C. , via  Dayton,  Ohio,  to 
Maxwell  Field. 

oOo— - 

ATHLETIC  E 'VENTS  AT  CHANUTE  FIELD 

The  Chanuto  Field  Athletic  Association,  an  organization  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  entertainment  for  both  enlisted  men  and  officers,  has  met 
with  great  success  both  in  promoting  and  financing  athletic  events  on  the  Field. 
The  system  that  has  been  worked  out  to  finance  the  club  is  as  follows;  All  of- 
ficers contribute  one  dollar  monthly;  enlisted  men  drawing  fifty  dollars  or  more 
monthly  contribute  fifty  cents;  and  enlisted  men  drawing  less  than  fifty  dollars 
monthly  contribute  twenty-five  cents. 

All  officers,  soldiers  and  their  immediate  families  are  admitted  free  to 
all  aathletic  events  held  on  the  field.  During  the  month  of  August,  the  Recrea- 
tion Department  sponsored  three  baseball  games,  one  dance , and  one  boxing  card 
of  ten  bouts.  All  of  the so  events  were  free  to  members  of  the  Chanute  Field 
Athletic  Association. 

The  Recreation  Department  sponsored  two  boxing  programs  this  summer,  July 
23rd  and  August  13th,  and  planned  another  September  24th.  On  the  first  card 
twelve  bouts  were  featured.  Each  bout  was  scheduled  for  three  rounds  in  length 
and  in  case  of  a draw  the  bout  went  one  additional  round.  The  show  as  a whole 
was  such  a great  success  that  another  similar  program  was  arranged  for  August 
13th.  These  programs  provide  the  best  of  entertainments  and  it  in  proposed  to 
continue  them  during  the  winter  months,  holding  them  in  the  Post  Gymnasium. 

oOo 

CONGRESSMAN  JAMES  VISITS  ROCKWELL  FIELD 

The  Hon.  Frank  W.  James,  Chairman  of  the  House  Military  Affairs  Committee, 
visited  Rockwell  Field,  August  13th  in  a Ford  Transport,  piloted  by  Capt.  Harry 
A.  Dinger.  He  remained  at  the  Field  for  several  days  and  then  proceeded  to 
March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif. 

This  visit  on  the  part  of  Mr.  James  marked  the  third  successive  year  ho  in- 
spected Army  acitivities  at  Rockwell  Field  and  vicinity.  On  this  trip  ho  made 
a minute  inspection  of  Rockwell  Field  and  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  Rockwell  Field,  Congressman  James,  who  was  on  route  on 
an  aerial  inspection  of  Army  Posts -and  Army  Air  Stations  in  the  United  States 
and  Panama,  has  completed  504  hours  of  flying,  involving  a distance  in  excess 
of  50,000  miles. 
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On  Aug.  16th,  Mr.  James  was  flown  to  Los  Angeles,  escorted,  "by  the  7th  Bomb- 
ardment Group,  consisting  of  six  LB-7’s  and.  nine-pursuit  planes.  After  inspect- 
ing all  of  the  Los  Angeles  area  (including  Long  Beach  and  Port  MacArthur)  from 
the  air,  all  planes  were  landed  at  Mines  Field  for  a brief  stay,  after  which 
the  return  flight  to  Rockwell  Field  was  made.  Majors  A.L.  Sneed  and  Carl  Spatz 
formed  a part  of  the  personnel  who  accompanied  Mr.  James  on  this  trip. 

oOo  — 

MAXWELL  FIELD  PERSONNEL  TO  PARTICIPATE  IE  ARMY  MANEUVERS 

With  the  completion  of  summer  training,  preparations  have  begun  for  partic- 
ipation of  the  personnel  of  Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  in  the  Corps  Area 
field  maneuvers  to  be  held  at  Comp  Jackson,  S.C.,  October  1st  to  21st.  These 
maneuvers  will  bring  together  at  Comp  Jackson  a large  concentration  of  all 
branches  stationed  in  the  4th  Corps  Aroa. 

The  22nd  Observation  Squadron  and  4th  Photo  Section,  with  15  officers  and 
six  airplanes,  from  Maxwell  Field,  will  attend  the  maneuvers,  the  travel  to 
Camp  Jackson  to  be  performed  by  trucks  and  by  air,  the  motor  element  leaving 
the  field  September  20th  and  the  air  element  on  September  30th." 

In  preparation  for  these  maneuvers,  all  equipment  is  being  thoroughly  in- 

spected and  tested.  The -personnel  have  been  devoting  school  hours  to  a thorough 
review  of  observation  missions  and  radio  work.  Present  flying  missions  consist 
largely  of  puff  target  range,  practice,  photographic  and  radio  missions. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the •maneuvers  at  Camp  Jackson,  the  22nd  Observation. 

Squadron  will  spend  two  weeks  at  Fort  Bragg,  ;E.C.,  before  returning  to  its  home 

station.  During  this  period  the  annual.' machine  gun  and  bombing  practice  will 
be  held. 

o0o 

TRAES  CO  NT  I MEET  AL  FLIGHT  OF  21 3D  BOMBARDMENT  GROUP 

The  2nd  Bombardment  Group  of  Langley  Field, Va.,  successfully  completed  on 
Aug.  6th  a transcontinental  flight  from  Langley  Field  to  Rockwell  Field, 

Coronado,  Calif.,  in  40  hours,  the  actual  flying  time  being  31  hours. 

The  flight  took  off  from  Langley  Field  at  6:00  A.M.,  Aug.  5th,  arriving  at 
Rockwell  Field. at  6:50  P.M.,  Aug.  6th.  The  flight  consisted  of  nine  LB-7  Bomb- 
ers. One  of  the  Bombers,  however,  piloted  by  Capt. George  M.  Palmer,  due  to  re- 
ported gas  line  trouble,  was  forded  down  at  Winslow, Ariz . , and  arrived  at 
Rockwell  Field  at  1:40  P.M.,  Aug.  7th. 

The  C-2  tri-motored  Transport  which  accompanied  the  flight  west,  proceeded 
on  to  March  Field, Calif . , piloted  by  Chut.  Frank  D.  Hackett,  and  returned  to 
Rockwell  Field  the  following  morning. 

Immediately  following  the  arrival  of  the  Bombing  Squadron  at  Rockwell  Field, 
a flight  of  three  of  them  took  off  in  an  imaginary  attacking  force  for  a point 
twenty  miles  off  Point  Loma,  in  the  "defense”  of  San  Diego. 

In  commenting  on  the  flight,  Major  Knerr,  the  commander,  declared  that  the 
journey  demonstrated  the  fact  that  the  Army  Air  Corps  could  move  either  an  of- 
fensive or  defensive  Air  Force  from  one  coast  to  another  within  less  than  40 
hours  flying  time  and  still  be  able  to  undertake  defense  or  attack  maneuvers 
upon  reaching  the  objective. 

The  following-named  commissioned  personnel  accomplished  the  flight:  Maj. 
Hugh  J.  Kne.rr,  Capts.  Charles  E.  Rust,  George  M.  palmer,  Frank  D.  Hackett,  1st 
Lieuts.  Frank  B.  Tyndall,  Harold  W.  Beaton,  James  E.  Adams,  James  W.  Hammond, 

2nd  Lieuts.  Marvin  M.  Burnside, A. J.K . Malone,  Willard  R.  Wolfinbarger,  Maurice 
F.  Daly,  Marion  Huggins,  Ford  L*  'Fair,  Warren  Higgins,  Walter  G.  Agee,  Emery  J. 
Martin,  William  C.  Bentley,  Leonard  F.  Harman,  Edwin  M. Day.  and  Jack  W.Wood. 

— --oOo 

EEW  SWIM  I EG  POOL  AT  LUKE  • FIELD 

Work  has  commenced  at  Luke  Field,  T.H.,  on  a new  swimming  pool  which  will 
be  equipped  with  the  most  modern  diving  boards  and  when  completed  will  provide 
a place  where  the  flyers  may  hold  tournaments  and  championship  meets.  Army 
authorities  have  secured  the  cooperation  of  the  Hawaiian  Swimming  Association 
and  the  A.A.U.,  and  when  the  pooi  is  completed  it  7/ill  be  the  only  one  of  its 
kind  provided  for  the  enlisted  personnel  of  any  Army  Post.  Climatic  conditions 
at  Luke  Field  make  swimming  an  all- year  round  sport. 
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NOTES  EROM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 
0O0 

Rockwall  Field,  Coronado,  , Calif  . , Aug.  ISth:  • 

An  Entertainment  Committee  was  appointed  to  pro-nose  plans  for  repairing 
and  improving  tlie  Officers*  Glut),  of  Rockwell  Field  and  forms  of  entertainment 
for  the  Post  Personnel.  Plans  are  “being  made  to  have  a "bridge  party  every 
Wednesday  afternoon,  the  officers  attending  for  tea  after  their  exercises.  On 
the  first  Friday  of  every  month  a party  for  the  Post  will  be  held  at  the  Club 
with  dancing  and  cards. 

Alterations  are  being  made  in  the  Officers*  Club  to  provide  facilities  more 
in  keeping  with  the  needs  of  the  Post,  Since  the  War  Rockwell  Field  lacked  a 
suitable  Officers*  Club  providing  facilities  so  necessary  in  maintaining  the 
esprit  de  corps  of  the  personnel  and  entertainment  for  visiting  officers.  This 
emphasises  one  of  the  first  needs  in  permanent  construction  at  this  Post,  proper 
bachelor 'officers’  quarters,  club  and  mess. 

Among  recent  visitors  at  Rockwell  Field  were  the  following;  Maj . William 
A.  Grom,  ferrying  an  02~H  to  Wright  Field;  Lieut.  E.C.  Keil , ferrying  a PW-9 
to  Kelly  Field;  Lieut . E.C.  Bayley,  ferrying  an  02~H  to  Middletown  Air  Depot; 

Ma j . Ruben  Fleet,  former  Air  Corps  Officer,  now  President  of  the  Consolidated 
Aircraft  Corporation,  flew,  in  on  August  1st  in  a "Fleet-Air"  two-seater  biplane. 
This  is  a light  training  plane,  equipped  with  a J-6,  150  H.P.  engine. 

Rear-Admiral  Henry  V.  Butler,  Commanding  Aircraft  Squadrons,  Battle  Fleet, 
recently  raid  an  official  call  on  the  Commanding  Officer,  Rockwell  Field. 

The  wedding  of  Lieut.  A.F.  Solter,  95th  Fursuit  Squadron,  and  Miss  Effie 
Lockman,  took  place  at  St.  Francis  Chapel,  Balboa  Park,  San  Diego,  Calif.,  Sat- 
urday, Aug.  3rd,  at  high  noon.  Maid  of  honor  was  Mrs.  Eugeiie  C.  Batten  and  best 
man,  Lieut.  R.B.  Stith,  A.C.  The  ushers  were  Lieut s.  John  P.  Kenny,  Allen  J. 
Mickle,  Irvin  A.  Woodring,  Stanley  K.  Robinson,  Sam  I.  Cheyney  and  David  D. 
Graves.  A reception  was  held  after  the  wedding  at.  the  home  of  the  bride’s  par- 
ents. Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Solter  left  for  a short  visit  in  Los  Angeles  before  sail- 
ing from  San  Francisco,  for  Hew  York,  thence  by  rail  to  Chanuto  Field,  111., 
where  Lieut.  Solter  will  be  on  Detached -Service  for  about  four  months. 

Ma  j . A.E,  Von- I-Iarten  and  Capt*  Earl  H.  McCollister,  Air  Res.,  completed 
two  weeks’  active  duty,  training  at  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot. 

Capt.  William  R,  Johnson,  Air  Reserve,  reported  for  two  weeks’  active  duty 
and  was  assigned  to  the  7th. Bombardment  Group. 

2nd  Lieut.  Cedric  B.  Davis,  A±rJ Reserve,  reported  for  one  year’s  active 
duty,  and  was  assigned  to  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron. 

Capt.  H.M.  Elmendorf,  2nd  Lieuts.  K.J.  Gregg  and  R.V.  Williams,  of  the  95t) 
Pursuit  Squadron,  participated  in  the  dedication  of  the  Municipal  Airport  at 
Salem,  Oreg.,  on  Aug.  Sth.  The  flight  was  made  in  three  P-12’s,  arriving  at 
Salem  on  Aug.  8th.  Two  exhibition-:  flights  were  staged  on  that  date  and  the 
flight  returned  to  Rockwell  Field  on  Aug.  10th. 

Lieut.  John  C.  Bundy,  Athletic  Officer,  organized  a baseball  team  to  repre- 
sent Rockwell  Field.  Due  to  maneuvers,  the  team  was  too  late  to  enter  the 
regular  series  but  found,  an  opponent  in  the  Fort  Rosecrans  team,  and  has  been 
playing  weekly  games  with  th,em. 

Several  of  the  officers  have  taken  up  tennis  quite  seriously  and  the  Post 
courts  are  filled  every  afternoon.  A strong  contest  in  the  doubles  has  been 
going  on  for  some  time  - Lieuts.  Dallas  and  Fry  defending  their  honor  against 
Lieuts.  Howard  and  Cheyney. 

The  Squash  Courts  are  completed  and  with  the  a.blo  coaching  of  Maj . Spatz 
and  his  understudies  - Lieuts.  Bundy, Stith,  Kenny  and  Robinson,  all  expect  to 
become  experts  in  the  game. 

2nd  Lieuts.  Janes  S.  Stcwell  and  H.C.  Lichtenberger  left  during  the  week 
of  Aug.  5th,  via  transport,  for  New  York  City,  thence  by  rail  for  Chanute  Field, 
111.,  where  they  will  take  the  course  in  Aerial  Photography  and  Engineering 
Maintenance,  respectively. 

Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif,,  Sept.  3rd. 


During  the  last  two  weeks  of 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Materiel 
Rockwell  Field. 


AugdstJ many  visitors  from  the  Office  of  the 
Division  and  other  Army  Posts  passed  through 
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Capt , E.A.  Adler, from  the  Office,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  arrived  at  Rock- 
well Field,  Aug.  26th,  for  conference  with  the  Commanding  Officer  regarding  Air 
Corps  supply  matters.  Two  days  later  Capt.  Adler  left  for  Yuma,  Ariz.,  "being 
ferried  to  that  point  by  Lieut.  Baez . 

Lieut.  Ennis  C.  Whitehead,  of  the  Materiel  Division,  arrived  at  Rockwell 
Field,  Aug.  30th,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  the  Commanding  Officer  con- 
cerning supply  matters. 

Capt.  E.E.  Duncan, and  Lieut.  Fred.  A.  Bacher,Jr.,  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field, 
Aug.  16th  for  the  purpose  of  ferrying  02-C  plane  #6-411,  and  02-A  plane  #25-400, 
to  Se'lfridge  Field,  Mich. 

Lieut.  Forman  Ives,  Air  Coips,  is  the  proud  father  of  a baby  girl,  Barbara 
Dianae,  born  Aug.  23rd. 

Telegraphic  orders  were  received  at  Rockwell  Field  for  Lieut.  Irvin  A.  Wood- 
ring, of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  to  depart  in  C-l  airplane,  equipped  for  re- 
fueling, for  the  purpose  of  participating  in  the  transcontinental  refueling 
exoeriment.  Lieut.  Woodring  left  Rockwell  Field,  Aug.  23rd,  for  Omaha, Febr. 

Lieut.  Joel  E.  Mallory  departed  by  rail,  Aug.  22nd,  for  Pearson  Field, 
Vancouver  Barracks,  for  the  purpose  of  ferrying  PT-1  plane  #25-268  to  Rockwell 
Field. 

Two  P-12  planes  from  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  were  dispatched  to  Crissy 
Field,  Aug.  24th,  to  assist  as  police  escorts  to  ward  off  civilian  airplanes 
flying  dangerously  close  to  the  Graf  Zep-pelin  scheduled  to  pass  over  San  Fran- 
cisco early  on  the  morning  of  Aug.  25th.  The  pilots  returned  to  Rockwell  Field 
the  following  day. 

Capts.  Walter  Warlimont  and  Helm  Speidoi,  of  the  German  Army  and  attaches 
of  the  German  Embassy,  Washington,  D.C.,  paid  a visit  to  Rockwell  Field,  Aug. 
22nd.  While  here  they  were  extended  the  courtesies  of  the  Post  by  the  Command- 
ing Officer.  On  Aug.  23rd,  Capt.  Speidel  was  ferried  to  March  Field  in  an  LB-7 
of  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron. 

Lieut.  John  K.  Fissley,  in  addition  to  his  other  duties,  was  appointed  As- 
sistant Station  Supply  Officer  and  Assistant  Fire  Marshall. 

Lieut.  E.M.  Robbins,  Station  Supply  Officer,  was  ordered  to  Letterman 
General  Hospital  for  observation  and  treatment. 

Lieut.  Robert  E.  Selff,  A.C.,  was  appointed  Post  Adjutant  during  the  ab- 
sence on  a month* s leave  of  Lieut.  Jack  Greer. 

Capt.  Edward  0.  Black,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron, 
who  has  been  on  detached  service  at  WTright  Field,  Ohio,  for  three  months,  re- 
turned to  duty  at  Rockwell  Field. 

Lieut.  Dan  McGrew  Medler,  Air  Res.,  on  active  duty  at  Rockwell  Field,  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Derby  of  Riverside,  at  La  Jolla,  Calif.,  Aug.  17th. 

Lieut,.  Jf>hn  H.  Bundy,  Air  Res.,  was  married  to  Miss  Lenore  Kenry,  Saturday, 
Aug.  31st,  the  ceremony  boing  held  in  the  Japanese  Tea  Gardens  of  Coronado. 
Liout.  Fisher  of  March  Field  was  best  man.  Lieut,  and  Mrs . Bundy  have  gone 
East  on  an  extended  honeymoon. 

Clark  Field,  Pamnanga,  P.I.,  Aug.  3rd. 

The  rainy  season  arrived  at  Pampanga,  P.I.,  and  the  daily  ritual  of  shav- 
ing a half  inch  growth  of  mildew  from  boots  and  shoes  has  commenced.  Each  morn- 
ing, however,  is  "brite  and  fair",  and  its  only  when  the  golfing  hour  approaches 
that  the  clouds  roll  up  and  the  downpour  starts. 

The  first  prize  of  our  initial  monthly  officers*  golf  tournament  went  to 
Lieut.  Anderson,  who  took  the  18th  hole  in  the  final  match  from  the  runner-up 
leaving  Lieut.  Bump  one  down  at  the  finish. 

Some  entertaining  amusement  is  assured  by  the  competitive  groups  which 
have  been  organized  among  the  departments  at  Clark  Field  for  the  Bowling  Tour- 
nament. Bubbling  over  with  enthusiastic  participants  and  "Sideliners" , whose 
moral  support  is  invaluable,  the  nightly  contests  waged  arc  hilariously  played 
until  '*  taps",  at  which  time  spectators  and  bowlers  can  be  seen  making. their 
way  to  the  barracks  with  satisfied  smiles  on  their  faces  and  renewed  vigor  for 
their  work  on  the  morrow.  The  captains  of  several  teams  have  added  immeasur- 
ably towards  the  ’’esprit  do  corps"  by  continually  engaging  in  verbal  debatos 
and  numerous  written  challenges  consnicuously  posted  for  all  to  see.  These  not 
only  arouse  sectional  antagonistic  feeling  but  are  also  the  cause  of  much  raz- 
zing by  the  winners.  So  all  in  all  each  individual  player  is  doing  his  abso- 
lute best  to  win  for  the  glory  of  his  team,  thereby  escaping  the  scathing 
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ridicule  of  victorious  opponents.  Of  course,  its  all  inmfunl 

During  the  month  the  Engineering  Department  jrepai red,.,  and  tested_nino  pW^-9 ’-s 
and  PW-9-A1  s as  well  as  3 DII-4M-l’s. 

Diving  consisted  mainly  of  Machine  Gunnery  (50  Cal.)  and  attack  and  forma- 
tion. 

The  usual  Clark  Eiold  parties  wore  held  during  the  month  and  were  lots  of 

fun. 

The  outstanding  official  event  of  the  nonth,  was  occasioned  hy  the  inspec- 
tion on  July  27th,  by  Brig. -General  Drank  C.  Bolics,  Commanding  Port  Stotsen- 
bui’gj  of  all  Ciarki  Field  activities.  "We  aimed  to  please n and  that  we  did  so  is 
best  evidenced  by  the  complimentary  comment  of  General  Belles.  He  thought  well 
enough  of  the  outfit  to  put  his  commendation  in  writing  and  we’re  all  a bit 
pleased  with  ourselves. 

Maxwell  Field,  Alabama.,  Aug.  15th. 

Lieut.  R.C.  Wriston  left  Aug.  1st  for  a leave  of  one  month  and  five  days; 
Capt . A.F.  King, Jr.,  Aug.  5th  for  ten  days. 

Capt . George  E.  Schumacher,  Quartermaster,  U.S.  Army,  was  relieved  from 
duty  as  constructing  quartermaster  and  left  Aug.  2nd  for  Ft.  Monroe,  Va. , for 
assignment  to  duty  as  constructing  quartermaster. 

Capt.  John  D.  Patrick  arrived  from  Tallulah,  La.,  and  left  Aug.  2nd  for 
Anderson,  S.C.,  where  he  will  spend  part  of  his  leave  of  absence  from  March 
Field,  Calif. 

Capt.  H.N.  Heison,  A.C.,  in  command  of  five  A-3  airplanes,  stooped  over  Aug. 
5th  en  route  to  home  station  at  Ft.  Crockett,  Galveston, Tomas.  These  planes 
were  flown  in  smoke  screen  demonstrations  at  Edgewood  Arsenal,  Md.,  for  two  weeks 

Majors  E.W.  Harms  and  John  3.  Brooks, A. C.,  arrived  Aug.  5th  from  Santa  Mon- 
ica, Calif.,  ferrying  two  0-2H  airplanes  to  Middle town, Pa.  They  departed  on  the 
6th  by  way  of  Pope  Field,  Fort  Bragg,  11.  C. 

Harry  W.  Williams  of  How  Orleans  and  Patterson,  La,,  and  five  passengers 
landed  Sunday,  Aug.  4th  in  a Ryan  monoplane  from  Hew  Orleans  and  took  off  in 
the  afternoon  for  Hew  York  City.  On  Aug.  12th  Williams  with  one  passenger  agair. 
landed  here  in  a/W-C  Amphibian  from  Hew  York  acid  after  refueling  left  for  Hew 
Orleans. 

Lieut.  G.L.  McHoil,  instructor  of  Roberts  Field,  and  Capt.  Brabston,  of  the 

Alabama  National  Guard,  landed  Aug.  4th,  in  an  0-11,  from  Birmingham,  and  in  the 

afternoon  of  the  same  day  left  for  Anniston,  to  join  the  106th  Observation  Squad- 
ron, Alabama  National  Guard,  in  the  summer  encampment  at  Ft.  McClellan. 

Maj.  F.L.  Martin  of  the  Office,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  arrived  Aug.  8th  to 

conduct  an  inspection  of  the  engineering  supply  and  maintenance  departments  of 
Maxwell  Field. 

One  of  the  most  important  visitors  to  this  station  was  the  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  Navy,  the  Hen.  David  S.  Ingalls,  who  together  with  Commander  Towers 
and  Lieut .-Commander  Mo It on,  landed  Aug.  12th  in  Navy  planes,  Curtiss  "Hawk"  and 
Vought  "Corsair",  from  Washington.  After  refueling  they  left  for  Pensacola,  Fla 
but  wore  forced  to  return  because  of  thunderstorms.  They  left  next  day.  Mir. 
Ingalls  is  on  a tour  of  inspection  of  Naval  Operations  at  Pensacola. 

Examination  for  flying  cadets  was  held  Aug.  15th  and  Maj.  Walter  F'.  Mack! in 
M.C.,  U.S.  Army  of  Ft.  McPherson,  Ga.,  was  ordered  here  in  connection  therewith. 
About  twenty-five  candidates  reported  for  physical  and  mental  examination. 

Reserve  officers  of  the  457th  and  458th  Pursuit  Squadrons  reported  for  four- 
teen days'  active  duty  on  Aug.  12th.  There  were  twenty -one  in  number. 

Maj.  Walter  R.  Weaver,  Commandant  of  Maxwell  Field,  and  1st  Lieut.  W.B.  Mc- 
Coy, in  an  02-H  plane,  recently  inspected  the  landing  field  at  LaGrange,  Ga., 
and  looked  over  a site  for  a landing  field  at  West  Point,  Ga. 

Lieuts.  Cote  and  Pratt  are  both  on  leave  preparatory  to  reporting  at  Cha- 
nute  Field,  111.,  for  a course  of  instruction  in  Aerial  Photography. 

The  22nd  Observation  Squadron  and  4th  Photo  Section  will  go  to  Gamp  Jackson, 
S.C.,  Oct.  1st,  for  combined  maneuvers  with  troops  of  the  4th  Corps  Area.  An 
aerial  display  by  a fleet  of  planes  from  Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery,  will  be  a 
feature  of  tho  concentration,  which  is  the  greatest  of  Regular  Ariry  troops  since 
the  World  War# 
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S_an  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  Aug.  28th . 


Capt . Walter  J.  Heed,  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  while 
in  tMs  vicinity  in  connection  with  Randolph  Field  construction  matters,  visited 
this  Depot  on  July  23d  for  a conference  with  the  Commanding  Officer  on  proposed 
construction  at  the  Depot, 

Flight  Lieut.  H.G.B.  de  Kruyff  van  Dorssen,  of  the  Netherlands  India  Air 
Force,  en  route  through  the  United  States  on  his  return  to  Eurpoe,  visiting  var- 
ious aviation  activities  and  observing  this  country’s  progress  in  military  avia- 
tion since  his  attendance  at  the  U.S.  Air  Corns  Technical  School  three  years  ago, 
visited  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot  July  24-th  to  27th,  and  expressed  great  inter- 
est and  appreciation  in  viewing  the  activities  of  our  engineering  shops  and 
supply  warehouses, 

Maj . Davenport  Johnson  of  the  Army  War  College,  was  a visitor  at  this  Depot 
on  Aug.  1st,  for  the  purpose  of  ferrying  a FT-i  airplane  from  the  Depot  for  de- 
livery to  the  Middletown  Air  Depot . 

Maj.  John  B.  Brooks,  G.S.C.,  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Staff  (G-3) , and 
Maj.  Henry  W.  Harms,  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  .Corns,  were  informal 
visitors  at  the  Depot  on  Aug.  2nd,  en  route  ferrying  an  02-H.  plane  from  the 
Douglas  Company’s  factory  at  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  to  the  Middletown  Air  Depot. 

Maj.  Frederick  L.  Martin,  A.C.,  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps, 
while  on  a tour  of  inspection  of  the  Visual  Inspection  System  at  various  Air 
Corps  stations,  visited  this  Depot  for  that  purpose  on  Aug.  2nd. 

On  the  evening  of  Aug.  4th  a reception  and  tea  was  given  by  the  Duncan 
Field  Officers'  Club  in  honor  of  Maj.  and  Mrs.  A.W.  Robins,  also  honoring  Lieut, 
and  Mrs.  Lewis  S.  Webster  and  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Thomas,  Jr.,  recent  ar- 
rivals at  this  station.  In  the  receiving  line  were  Maj.  and  Mrs.  Robins,  Maj. 
and  Mrs.  James  E.  Chaney,  Maj.  and  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Oldfield,  Lieut,  and  Mrs.’ 
Webster  and  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Thomas.  One  hundred  fifty  guests  were  present  from 
tho  Army  circles  of  San  Antonio  aid  vicinity.  The  Club  rooms  and  tables  wore 
tastefully  decorated,  orchestral  music  was  furnished,  refreshments  were  served, 
and  the  occasion  provod  most  enjoyable  and  successful, 

Lieut.  Malcolm  S.  Lawton,  of  Bolling  Field,  D.C.*  was  a visitor  at  this 
Depot  on  Aug.  5th,  to  obtain  and  ferry  a FT-1  plane  to  Pittsburgh  Airport, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Lieut.  John  A.  Kaso,  of  Mitchel  Field, N.Y.,  visited  tho  Depot  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ferrying  an  0-11  plane  back  to  his  home  station,-  arriving  here  Aug. 10th, 
and  leaving  the  12th  on  his  return. 

Lieut.  James  S.  Duke, Jr.,  formerly  of  this  Depot,  paid  an  informal  visit 
here  on  Aug.  10th,  greeting  old  acquaintances . 

On  Aug.  13th  the  Dspot  was  visited  by  members  of  tho  San  Antonio  Technical 
Club,  a local  society  of  engineers,  with  their  president,  Mr.  W.H.  Lilly,  for 
the  purpose  of  observing  the  workings  of  our  engineering  shops,  in  which  they 
manifested  great  interest. 

Maj.  Frank  D.  Lackland  was  an  informal  visitor  at  the  Depot  from  Ft. 
Crockett  on  Aug.  13th  and  14th,  before  proceeding  to  his  new  assignment,  the 
General  Service  Schools  at  Ft.  Leavenworth. 

Lieut.  Donald  G.  Stitt,  A.C.,  of  March  Field,  Calif ., arrived  at  the  Depot 
Aug. 25th  to  ferry  a DH-4M-1  back  to  March  Field,  leaving  on  his  return  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

The  Engineering  Department  of  the  Depot  turned  out  the  following  in  air- 
plane and  engine  overhaul  and  repair  during  July:-  Airplanes,  Overhaul:  5 A-3, 

2 02- C,  1 DH-4M-1T , 1 Pl-D,  1 Pl-E,  2 Pl-F,  3 FT-3,  Total  15.  Airplanes,  mis- 
cellaneous repair:  1 02,  1 02-C,  3 02-H,  2 0 2-K,  1 DH-4M-2K,  2 Pl-A,  1 Pl-F, 

7 PT-1,  1 C-4,  Total,  19.  Engines,  Major  Overhaul:. 6 Curtiss  D-12,  4 Wright  E, 

5 Wright  J-5,  Total  15.  Engines,  Minor  Overhaul:  70  Liberty,  11  Curtiss  D-12, 

1 Wright  J-5,  Total  82. 

Luke  Field, T.H.,  Aug.  1st . 

Capt.  R.E. O'Neill  took  over  the  duties  of  Commanding  Officer  of  Luke  Field 
ponding  the  arrival  of  Maj.  Maxwell  Kirby. 

1st  Lieut.  Carl  Wi  Pyle,  who  arrived  here  on  the  USAT  ''Somme"  on  May  30th 
took  charge  of  tho  Engineering  Department  of  the  Fourth  Observation  Squadron, 
relieving  1st  Li out . George  W.  Polk. 

1st  Lieut.  George  W.  Polk  departed  from  this  station  last  month  for  Brooks 
Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  his  new  post. 
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2nd  Lt . John  P.  Kirkendall  -was  recently  transferred  to  tho  18th  Pursuit 
' Squadron  at  Wheeler  Field. 

Maj.  P .E  .VanNc  strand,  Commanding  Officer  of  Luke  Field  for  the  past  three 
years,  is  on  leave  of  absence . Ho  is  making  a short  trip  to  the  Philippines  and 
the  Orient  before  going  to  Langley  Field  for  duty. 

1st  Lieut.  Langhorne  ¥.  Motley  left  on  the  July  transport  for  Pope  Field, 
Ft.  Bragg,  N.C . 

1st  Lieut.  James  C . Shively  was  appointed  Adjutant  and  Commanding  Officer 
of  Headquarters  Pet  a chine  nt , relieving  1st  Lieut.  Leon  E.  Sharon,  who  was  trans- 
ferred to  March  Field,  Calif. 

1st  Lieut.  Harold  Lee  George,  who  arrived  in  this  department  on  the  last 
transport,  is  the  new  CorManding  Officer  of  tho  72nd  Bombardment  Squadron. 

1st  Li  exit . John  A.  Laird,  who  arrived  in  this  Department  on  July  24th,  was 
assigned  to  the  4th  Observation  Squadron  for  duty.  Before  receiving  his  com- 
mission, Lieut.  Laird  was  a star  half-back  on  the  Harvard  football  team. 

The  following  officers  who  recently  arrived  at  this  station  were  assigned 
to  the  4th  Observation  Squadron  for  duty : Lieuts.  Richard  H.  Dean  and  Thomas 
M . Lowe . 

The  Luke  Field  Base  tall  Team  is  tied  with  the  Naval  Air  Team  for  f irst 
place  in  the  Sector-Navy  League,  each  team  having  won  nine  games  and  lost  two. 
The  loss  of  Don  Moses,  probably  the  best  pitcher  in  the  League,  and  Tarpley, 

Luke  Field1 s star  outfielder  and  long-distance  hitter,  has  only  served  to  make 
the  boys  fight  harder,  and  at  present  they  are  conceded  a very  good  chance  of 
winning  the  service  championship  of  the  Islands . The  team  is  ably  coached  by 
Staff  Sgt.  "Shorty"  Gordon,  an  old  timer  in  Army  baseball  circles. 

The  Post  theatre  was  remodeled  and  an  electric  Victrola  installed  for  en- 
tertainment during  the  shows. 

Cpl.  Thomas  Adams  of  the  72nd  Bombardment  Squadron  won  the  Enlisted  Men* 3 
Tennis  Tournament*  Pvt.  Frank  Neal  of  the  same  squadron  was  runner-up . 

72nd  Bombardment  Squadron i Cpl.  Theo.R.  Hottenfellor  was  appointed  second 
class  air  mechanic.  He  was  stationed  at  Kelly  Field  before  coming  to  this 
Department . 

Cpl.  Thomas  Adams  was  appointed  second  class  air  mechanic . 

Staff  Sgt.  Donald  L.  McClosky,  after  nine  years  in  the  Air  Service,  left 
for  the  coast  to  be  discharged.  He  has  taken  a position  with  the  Western  Air 
Express . 

Sgt.  Charles  E.  Batcher  left  for  Langley  Field.  He  has  been  in  this  Squad- 
ron for  four  years  and  leaves  a host  of  friends  hero, 

Cpl.  Charles  Moor,  Air  Mechanic,  1st  Cl., left  recently  for  an  extended  fur- 
lough in  the  States. 

Staff  Sgt.  Clarence  H.  Swenson  arrived  in  this  Department  from  Kelly  Field 
as  a replacement  of  Staff  Sgt.  Charles  McCracken. 

Sgt.  Morris  Aubree  left  for  a furlough  in  the  States  after  serving  here 
for  three  years . Sgt.  Aubree  has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  fastest 
runners  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  He  has  several  cups  and  medals  to  his  credit. 

Headquarters  Detachment : Sgt.  Lewis  T.  Murphy , Acting  1st  Sgt.,  of  this 
detachment,  was  honorably  discharged  by  purchase  to  accept  a Civil  Service  ap- 
pointment at  Schofield  Barracks. 

Pvt,  1st  Cl.  Homer  T.  Ferguson  was  appointed  Sgt.  and  acting  1st  Sgt.  of 
this  outfit.  Sgt.  Ferguson  has  seen  service  in  China,  Philippines  and  several 
posts  on  the  mainland. 

Pvt.  1st  Cl.  Thomas  L.  Daly  was  appointed  Sgt.  replacing  Sgt.  Leonard 
Quinn,  who  has  been  transferred  to  Wheeler  Field. 

Pvt,  1st  C.  James  Robinson  was  appointed  corporal. 

23rd  Bombaadment  Squadron:  Mr. Sgt.  Harry  P . Carmen  was  honorably  discharged 
and  re-enlisted  in  grade  for  three  more  years  in  this  Department.  Staff  Sgt. 
William  Fitzpatrick  proceeded  to  do  likewise. 

Sgt,  Jerone  B.  McCauley  left  on  the  July  transport  for  Kelly  Field, Texas. 

Pvts.  John  Call  alien,  Roy  A.  Holman,  Edward  J.  Napier  and  Edward  Barnes 
left  on  the  July  transport  for  a furlough  in  the  States. 

4th  Observation  Squadron;  Staff  Sgt.  Fred  J.  Gordon  was  appointed  acting 
1st  Sgt.  of  this  outfit. 

Pvt.  1st  Cl.  Gustav  Schaffer  was  appointed  cpl.  and  air  mechanic,  2nd  cl. 

Cpl.  Nicholas  Thermos  was  recently  appointed  Sergeant. 

Staff  Sgt.  Stanley  Madezelski  left  for  a furlough  in  the  States. 

65th  Service  Squadron:  1st  Sgt.  Roscoe  C.  Rogers  left  on  tho  July  trans- 
port for  discharge  by  Purchase. 
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1st  Sgt . Walter  Grab  sky  from  Kelly  Field,  is  replacement  for  1st  Sgt  .Rogers, 

Staff  Sgt.  Dewey  L.  Grimes  is  leaving  for  Ft..  Crockett-, Texas . 

Pvt.  James  R.  Harmon  and  Walter  Peterson  left  on  the  July  transport  for  a 
furlough  in -the  States, 

Nichols  Field.?. I.,  July  26th. 

4th  Composite  Group:  On  July  4th  there  being  the  usual  Independenco  Day 
festivities,  the  Group,  as  its  share  of  the  exercises,  led  off  the  day  by  an' 
aerial  review  over  Manila.  This  review  was  made  up  of  6 Bombers  from  the  28th 
Bombardment  Squadron,  6 02-H* s and  1 Amphibian  from  the  2nd  Obs.  Sqdn,  (the  Am- 
phibian was  for  patrol  in  case  of  forced  landing  in  water)  8 Pursuit  planes  from 
Clark  Field. 

Since  the  rainy  season  started  with  full  force,  flying  was  considerably 
curtailed  during  the  month.  Such  flying  as  was  performed  consisted  of  radio 
missions,  formations,  and  the  regular  routine  tests. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  1929,  the  Group  accumulated  3654:28  ship 
hours  and  a total  of  7965:35  man  hours.  April  was  the  high  month  with  828:15 
ship  hours  and  1356:29  man  hours. 

Since  no  one  lias  devised  a game  of  Swamp  Golf,  the  energies  of  the  golf 
fans  on  this  Post  have  been  diverted  to  bowling.  Modesty  and  possibly  fear  of 
razzing  by  other  posts,  prevents  our  mailing  known  the  scores  to  date.  However, 
Ma j . Wilmerding,  our  Post  Surgeon,  heads  the  list  of  singles  with  a score  of 
200,  but  Capt.  Butler  heads  the  list  of  the  three  singles.  Also  Maj.  Wilmerding 
with  his  partner  Lieut.  Holder,*^,  .M.  C . , head  the  list  in  the  doubles.  Clark 
Field,  hearing  of  the  prestige  of  the  Nichols  Field  officers,  issued  a challenge 
which  was  accepted  by  Lieut.  Yeager,  our  Post  E.&R.  officer,  and  at  some  future 
date  the  officers  of  Nichols  Field  will  do  combat  with. the  officers  from  Clark 
Field,  while  the  enlisted  men  of  Nichols  Field  are  also  taking  the  enlisted  team 
of  Clark  Field  into  camp.  More  will  be  stated  later  as  the  proficiency  of  the 
officers  improves.  It  is  expected  that  shortly  our  scores  will  make  any  bowler 
envious. 

6th  Photo  Section:  Now  that  the  rainy  season  has  set  in,  the  Photo  Labora- 
tory is  receiving  a general  clean  up.  Paint  brushes  have  been  swinging  with 
pep  and  vigor  all  month  and  the  signs  reading  "Watch  the  Paint"  are  more  popular 
around  the  Hut  than  "Picture  as  you  go". 

■ A photographic  project  for  the  Bureau  of  Lands,  covering  about  150  miles 
over  the  Laguna  de  Bay  area,  was  recently  completed  and  mosaic  laid  and  deliv- 
ered. This  area  is  50  miles  southeast  of  Manila. 

Orders  were  issued  for  a photographic  expedition  from  Nichols  Field,  using 
three  Amphibians  to  base  at  Aparri,  and  map  the  Islands  of  the  Batanes  and  Bab- 
uyan Groups,  which  lie  between  Northern  Luzon  and  Formosa.  Personnel  are  Lieuts 
William  A.  Hayward*  John  M.  McDonnell  and  Bob.  E.  Nowland,  Tech. Sgt.  James  A. 
Lee,  St. Sgt.  John  J.  Dooney,  Pvts.  Adkins  and  Fox.  The  expedition  expects  to 
take  off  at  the  earliest  favorable  weather. 

28th  Bombardment  Squadron:  The  Inter-Post  Duck  Pin  Tournament  was  completed 
on  July  16th  with  the  28th  Squadron  in  tho  lead.  This  tournament  was  a race 
throughout  between  the  28th  and  66th. 

The  Squadron  is  also  in  the  lead  in  the  Inter-Post  Basketball  Tourney.  On 
July  10th  the  team  lost  its  first  game  of  this  season  to  the  2nd  Observation 
Squadron  by  one  point.  However  we  will  play  them  again  and  hope  to  win  and 
thereby  annex  the,  trophy,  since  it  will  be  our  third  straight  championship* 

Ce,pt . Arthur  W.  Brock,  Jr.,A.C.,  our  Squadron  0.0,,  is  now  on  detached  scr- 
vide  in  the  Northern  Islands.  He  is  making  the  trip  on  the  "Pathfinder",  a boat 
of  the  Coast  and- Geodetic  Service.  The  Post  radio  has  kept  us  in  touch  with 
the  bad  weather,  etc.,  in  that  vicinity  and  reports  from  the  Captain  indicate 
plenty  of  wind,  rain  and  bad  weather  in  general . 

During  the  Captain*  s absence  Lieut.  James  L.  Grisham  is  again  in  command. 

Now  that  the  rainy  season  started,  the  men  of  the  organization  are  trying 
to  solve  where  it  all  comes  from  and  also  where  it  goes.  Most  of  it  stays  on 
the  ground. 

Lieut.  E.M.  Morris  for  this  month (July)  is  in  attendance  at  the  Cooks  & 
Bakers  School  at  Fort  McKinley.  From  all  reports  he  is  getting  lots  of  new  in- 
formation which  will  be  displayed  in  our  Mess  next  month. 

Lieut.  G.H.  Steel,  A.C*,  and  Staff  Sgts.  Kirby  and  Zombro  just  completed 
tho  Dept  .Chemical  ’Warfare  School. . As  a result  of  their  graduation,  they  will. 
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impart  their  knowledge  to  this  Squadron  on  some  future  date. 

Office  of  Recreation  Officer:-  An  Officers’  howling  tournament  has  taken 
place  on  the  howling  alleys  at  the  E & R building.  Cent.  William  0.  Butler  won 
the  singles  and  C-apt.  Butler  and  Lieut.  James  L.  Grisham  brought  home  the  bacon 
in  the  Doubles.  Clark  Eield  challenged  Nichols  Eield  to  a bowling  raatah  and 
the  only  thing  to  be  decided  is  the  place  and  the  date.  h'L 

The  Into r -Squadron  basketball  league  commenced  June  12th  and  the  2nd  Squad- 
ron and  the  ?.8th  Squadron  are  having  a close  race,  with  two  games  remaining  on 
the  schedule. 

The  28th  Bombardment  Squadron  won  the  Inter-Squadron  duckpin  tournament  witl. 
the  66th  Squadron  in  second  place.  The  Inter -Squadron  tenpin  tournament  will 
commence  in  the  near  future . 

A good  fight  card  was  given  at  the  Post  Theatre  on  June  27th. 

66th  Service  Squadron:  Capt.  Ben j . P.  Giles,  A.C.,  returned  from  leave  of 
absence  spent  in  China  and  assumed  command  of  the  Squadron,  relieving  1st  Lieut. 
John  C.  Kennedy, A.C. 

1st  Lieut.  Earl  S.  Hoag  returned  for  duty  from  Et .William  McKinley,  Rizal, 
P.I.,  after  completing  a course  of  instruction  in  Mess  Management,  at  the  School 
for  Bakers  and  Cooks.  ■ . 

An  excellent  d.inner  was  service  on  the  4th  of  July  - turkey  and  all  the 
"fixins".  A vote  of  thanks  was  given  the  Mess  Sergeant  and  Cooks. 

f ' • , 

Chanute  Eield,  Rantoui,  111.,  Sept.  5th. 

This  is  the  time  of  the  year  when  organizations  are  checking  through  their 
last  year > s' football  equipment  to  determine  just  what  articles  must  be  replaced 
in  order  to  start  the  pigskin  moving.  We  find  our  equipment  is  such  that  pre- 
liminary practice  can  be  started  without  a great  deal  of  replacement.  It  is 
planned  to  start  football  practice  Gariy  in  September.  Probably  200  men  will 
turn  out  for  preliminary  practice,  and  it  is  hoped  a winning  team- can  bo  pro- 
duced. Coaches  desiring  games  with  the  Chanute  Eield  eleven  should  write  to 
the  Recreation  Officer,  Chanuto  Eield,-  Rantoui,  111. 

Work  on  shops,  class  rooms,  buildings,  hangars,  etc.,  was  completed,  and 
the  Departments  of  the  Technical  School  resumed  their  regular  school  activities 
commencing  Sept.  3rd.  The  month  of  August  was  devoted  entirely  to  renovation 
of  buildings,  equipment  and  grounds,  using  the  services  of  the  men  who  d.id  not 
wish  to  take  the  newly  established  "academic  furloughs". 

It  is  hoped  the  proposed-  consolidation  of  the  courses  for  Airplane  and 
Engine  Mechanics  is  approved  and  made  effective  as  of  the  first  of  the  year,  and 
also  that  the  much  talked  of  proposed  creation  of  an  independent  course  for  Air- 
craft Welders  will  become  a reality.  The  latter  would  undoubtedly  cause  many  of 
the  old  timers  t'o  apply  at  once  for  this  course. 

The  following  student s graduated  from  tho  courses  indicated  on  Aug.  2nd 

last: 

Parachute  Riggers  - 11  enlisted  men,  U.S.Army. 

General  Photography  - 8 enlisted  men,  U.S.Army;  1 ITon-coramissioned  officer, 

36th  DIv . , A.ir  Corps, Texas  National  Guard. 

Total  number  of  graduates  for  month  of  August,  1929  - 20. 

On  Sept.  3rd,  classe.s  commenced  in  tho  following  courses:  Airplane  Mechan- 
ics, Armorers,  Crew  Chiefs,  Engine  Mechanics,  General  Mechanics,  Parachute  Rig- 
gers, Photography  and  Radio  Mechanics  and  Operators. 

Scott  Eield,  Belleville, 111 . , Sept.  4th. 

The  greater  part  of  the  month  was  utilized  in  cross-country  and  night 
flights,  ranging  from  50  to  200  miles  in  radius.  Radio  communication  was  used 
on  all  flights,  with  excellent  results,  no  failures  being  encountered  at  any 

time. 

Airship  TC-271  was  used  hy  Mr.  Shangrow  In  making  tests  of  tho  Radio  Beacon, 
which  has  been  completely  Installed  and  is  working  perfectly.  On  all  tho  longer 
flights  the  Radio  Beacoia  was  used  in  order  to  acquaint  the  Post  personnel  with 
its  functions  and  for  further  chock  on  its  accuracy. 

The  flight  of  nine  Bombers  and  one  transport  from  Langley  Eield, Va.,  com- 
manded by  Maj.  Knerr  were,  serviced  at  this  station  while  proceeding  to  and  re- 
turning from  the  Pacific  Coast.  This  flight  was  aole  to  mai.ee  use  of  the  Scott 
Field  Radio  Beacon  from  Louisville, Ky. , to  Scott  Eield  and  thence  to  Kansas  City. 
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A flight  of  18  Navy  Fur.suit  ulanos  and  three  Sikorsky  Amphibian  Transports, 
comanded  hy  Lieut Commando r Wiek,  were  serviced  on  Aug.  2nd  whilo  proceeding 
from  San  Diego,  Calif.,  to  Cleveland, Ohio . 

Baseball  games  for  the  month  were  played  as  scheduled,  and  more  enthusiasm 
than  usual  was  shown  owing  to  .the  fact  that  the  Staff  team  and  9th  Airship  Com- 
pany had  to  play  off  a tie  for  first  place  and  are  still  tied  for  the  Post  cham- 
pionship after  playing  two  games  of  the  series.  The  attendance  was  hotter  than 
usual. 

Preliminary  pistol  target  practice  we,s  begun  Aug.  19th  to  be  continued 
throughout  the  month  of  September. 

Sleeping  porches  for  four  sets  of  non-commissioned  officers'  quarters  were 
completed. 

The  main  road  through  the  reservation  was  re -asphalted  and  is  now  in  very 
good  condition.  The  secondary  roads  were  oiled. 

March  Field. River side,  Calif.,  Aug.  15th. 

now  Capt . H.E  .Eastwood,  Athletic  Officer  of  thd  9th  Corps  Area,  recently  visit- 
ed March  Field  for  the  purpose  of  interviewing  candidates  for  the  West  Coa.st 
Army  football  team.  Numerous  applicants  foot  bally”  inclined,  were  present  for 
the  Captain's  inspection,  between  six  and  ten  men  from  this  station  will  be 
selected  for  three  months  training  at  Corps  Area  Headquarters. 

The  West  Coast  Army  ^potball  team,  located  at  the  Presidio  of  San  Francisco 
ia  one  of  tho  strongest  aggregations  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  Games  with  the  lead- 
ing Universities,  including  Stanford,  Utah  and  Washington,  have  been  arranged, 
and  inter-servico  games  With  the  Navy  and  Marine  teams  stationed  on  this  coast. 

Ma.j.  R.H.  Fleet,  A. 6.  Res.,  President  of  the  Consolidated  Aircraft  Corpora- 
tion, manufacturers  of  tho  Army's  PT-3  training  plane,  recently  arrived  at  March 
Field.  He  was  accompanied  by  Leigh  Wad®,  former  Air  Corps  Officer,  who  is  now 
Chief  Test  Pilot  for  th©  Consolidated. 

Haring  his  brief  stay  at  this  station,  Major  Fleet  was  the  guest  of  Major 
and  Mrs.  M.F. Harmon,  and  was  entertained  with  an  informal  luncheon.  After  the 
inspection  of  the  construction  work  now  in  progress  at  the  Field,  the  party  left 
for  Los  Angeles.  The  trip  around  the  country  is  being  made  in  two  of  the  Con- 
solidated’s commercial  planes. 

Under  the  command  of  Major  Hugh  J.  Kherr,  eight  Bombers  accompanied  by  a 
trinnotored  Fokker,  arrived  at  March  Field  on  a trans-continental  flight  from 
Langley  Field. 

The  Bombers,  manned  by  a crew  of  four  men  to  each  ship,  flew  the  2400  miles 
in  approximately  30  hours’  flying  time.  One  plane  was  delayed  in  Arizona,  due 
to  engine  trouble,  Aft  dr  an  all  night  stop  at  the  Field,  the  planes  took  off 
from  Oakland  on  the  first  leg  of  their  return  journey  to  their  home  station. 

The  Lower  Class  of  Cadets  wore  revenged  for  the  many  insults  suffered  at 
the  hands  of  the  Upper  Classmen,  when  they  severely  trounced  the  Old  Timers  in 
a swimming  meet.  Piling  up  a total  of  56  points  in  the  various  events,  wnile 
the  Upper  Classmen  were  gathering  a total  of  23,  the  Dodos  proved  that  at  least 
they  have  co-ordination -of  arms  and  feet  while  in  the  wader. 

Cadets  Doolittle  and  Hotchkiss  were  the  star  performers  for  the  Lower 
Classmen,  and  Cadet  Pedicord,  of  the  Upper  Class,  accounted  for  the  majority  ox 
points  for  the  Upper  Class. 

"The  Burble  Point” , described  as  "excess  air  having  no  uplift” , made  its 
initial  appearance  on  the  field  recently.  A mimeographed  sheet,  sponsored  by 
the  Dodos  and  its  graphical  presentation  of  the  private  lives  of  the  Cadets  on 
pay  day  is  we  11  worth  reading.  Flying  Cadet  Frank  D.  Scriven  is  Editor-in-Chi© 
assisted  by  Cadets  Bell,  Baker,  Jones  and  Hotchkiss. 

.Bolling  Field,  H.C.,  Aug. 6th, 

The  usual  cross-country  and  routine  training  was  carried  nut  during  fhio 
month.  This  station  cooperated  in  experimental  flying  with  the  Weather  Bureau 
the  National  Guard  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  Array  Relief  Committee  and 
the  U.S  .Infantry. 

During  the  month  the  following  projects  were  completed: 

Oblique  views  of  section  "G”,  Anacostia  Park,  for  District  Engineers, 

Vertical  vlevTs  of  Occoquan  Creek,  5 milos  long,  one  mile  wide,  for  the 
Corps  of  Engineers. 

Mos&ic  map  of  new  Bolling  Field  site  for  the  Bureau  of  Buildings  and 
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Oblique  views  of  C.M.T.C.  Review  at  Port  Washington, McL. 

Oblique  views  of  Great  Falls, Va. 

Mass  athletics  were  not  engaged  in  during  July.  The  baseball  team  is  well 
organized  and  functioning.  The  gymnasium  is  well  patronized  by  both  officers 
and  enlisted  men,  playing  volley  ball,  hand  ball,  tennis  and  squash.  Punching 
bags  are  installed  for  the  use  of  the  personnel  and  boxing  gloves  axe  available. 

Air  Corns  Detachment,  Edge woo d Arsenal , Md . , Sept.  6th . 

The  equipment  at  this  station  consists  of  one  A-3  and  one  Pl-B,  which  is 
sufficient  for  the  present  work. 

A total  of  15  bombs  were  dropped  for  the  Experimental  Division  of  the 
Chemical  Warfare  Service. 

Cross-country  flights  were  made  to  the  following  points:  Bolling  Field, D.C. 
Middiet own, Pa. , Air  Depot;  Logan  Field, Md.;  Phillips  Field, Md.;  Miller  Field, N.Y. 
Johnstown, Pa.  and  Gettysburg, Pa. 

On  Aug.  1st  a demonstration  of  the  use  of  chemicals  by  aircraft  was  put  on 
at  this  station  by  the  Air  Corps  in  conjunction  with  the  Chemical  Warfare  School 
This  demonstration  consisted  of  a screen  by  five  A-3  planes  and  an  assimulated 
mustard  spray  by  one  A-3  and  three  Pi  airplanes. 

A smoke  screen  was  put  down  at  Camp  Dix  on  Aug.  16th. 

Mitchel  Field,  Long  Island, N.Y. , Sept.  12th . 


Towing,  tracking  and  observation  missions  wore  accomplished  during  the  mont 
with  the  9th  Coast  Artillery  (RA)  Fort  Standi sh,  Boston;  11th  Coast  Artillery(RA) 
Fort  Wright,  N.Y.;  193rd  Coast  Artillery  (Mass .IT. G.) , Bethany  Beach, Del.;  197th 
Coast  Artillery  (N.H.N.G .)  Eye  Beach, N.H.;  213th  Coast  Artillery  (Pa.N.G.), 
Bethany  Beach,  Del;  241st  Coast  Artillery,  (Mass.  31. G.)  Fort  Wright, N.Y.;  242nd 
Coast  Artillery  (Conn. IT. G. ), Fort  Wright,  N.Y.;  M.G. School,  Fort  Ethan  Allen, Vt. 

The  Wright  Aeronautical  Corporation  tendered  a luncheon  to  the  officers  of 
Mitchel  Field  on  August  11th,  at  Teterboro ,N. J. , after  which  they  were  taken 
through  the  plant  on  a tour  of  inspection. 

For  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  Gorman  dirigible, " Graf  Zeppelin",  many 
officers  flew  cross-country  to  the  Naval  Air  Station,  Lakehurst,N. J.,  during 
the  stay  of  the  big  airship  at  that  place. 

Lieut.  Balfour,  who  is  recovering  from  his  recent  crash,  was  flown  to 
Washington  in  the  Ford  0-9,  piloted  by  Lieut.  Ford  J.  Lauer,  with  Maj . I.B. 
March,  M.G.  and  two  Army  nurses. 

Lieut.  Stanley  M.  Umsteca.d  piloting  the  0-9,  with  Capt . Walter  Bender  and 
Capt.  V.L.  Burge,  attended  the  airport  opening  at  Hornell,N.Y. , Aug.  3rd. 


Fairfield  Air  Depot,  Fairfield,  Ohio,  Sent.  3rd. 

Maj.  Jouett,  Commanding  the  Attack  Group  from  Ft.  Crockett,  arrived  at  this 
station  en  route  to.  Cleveland.  In  this  group  of  ships, there  was  one  tri»motored 
Ford. 

Maj.Kherr,  Commanding  the  seven  planes  from  the  Bombardment  Group  of  Lang- 
ley Field,  landed  at  this  Post,  Aug.  24th,  en  route  to  Cleveland. 

Commander  Wick  of  the  Navy,  attached  to  the  Navy  Pursuit  Group  en  route  to 
Cleveland,  was  a guest  of  Maj.  Arnold  on  Aug . 24th. 

Maj.  F.M.  Karmon,  in  charge  of  the  Primary  School  at  March  Field,  was  also 
a guest  of  Maj .Arnold  on  the  same  day. 

This  Post  was  delighted  to  receive  as  a guest,  Maj.Chisum,  former  Command- 
ing Officer.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  daughter,  Miss  Polly,  and  by  the  young 
daughter  and  niece  of  Lt . Lawton. 

Brig. -Gen.  Foulois  left  Wright  Field  for  Cleveland  to  make  a speech  in  con- 
nection with  the  Air  Races. 

Miss  Healy,  of  3oston,  a sister  of  Capt.  Ilealy,  is  spending  her  vacation 
at  the  Captain’s  home. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Williams  is  visiting  at  the  home  of  Captain  and  Mrs  Streett. 
Miss  Williams  is  a sister  of  Mrs.  Streett. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.C.  Binford  and  their  young  son  from  Richmond, Va. , just  com- 
pleted a very  happy  visit  with  Lt . and  Mrs.  Martenstein.  Mrs.  Binford  is  a 
sister  to  Mrs.  Martenstein. 

Mrs.  W.P.  Priddy  of  Richmond, Va. , and  mother  to  Mrs.  Martenstein,  is  now 
visiting  at  their  quarters.  V-o942„A.C. 
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‘The  chief  purpose  of  this' publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  national 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 
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LIEUT.  DOOLITTLE  GIVES  SUCCESSFUL  DEMONSTRATION  OE  BLIND  ELYIHG 

Under  date  of  September  24th,  the  Daniel  Guggenheim  Fund  for  the  Promotion 
of  Aeronautics,  Inc.,  issued  the  following  bulletin: 

"As  a result  of  tests  successfully  conducted  this  morning  at  Mitchel 
Field,  the  Daniel  Guggenheim  Fund  for  ;the  Promotion  of  Aeronautics  is  able  to 
report  a solution  of  the  hitherto  unsolved  last  phase  in  the  problem  of  flying 
through  fog.  Under  conditions  representing  the  densest  fog,  reaching  from  any 
altitude  to  the  (ground,  Lieut.  James  H.  Doolittle,  conducting  the  experiment, 
was  able  to  take  off  from  the  airport,  fly  from  it  and  return  to  a given  spot 
a.nd  make  a landing.  This  brief  summary  of  the  experiment  and  its  significance 
is  sent  to  you  as  a matter  of  interest. 

Harry  F.  Guggenheim,  President. 

The  demonstration  represents  the  successful  consummation  of  experiments 
which  have  been  conducted  for  nearly  a year  over  the  full-flight  laboratory  es- 
tablished by  the  Fund  at  Mitchel  Field.  The  principal  factors  in  making  pos*- 
sible  the  accomplishment  are  a new  application  of  the  visual  radio  beacon,  the 
development  of  an  improved  instrument  for  indicating  the  longitudinal  and  later- 
al attitude  of  an  airplane,  a new  directional  gyroscope  and  a sensitive  baro- 
metric altimeter  so  delicate  as  to  measure  the  altitude  of  the  airplane  within 
a few  feet  of  the  ground. 

The  test  plane  used  in  these  experiments  was  equipped  with  a completely 
covered  cockpit.  Unable  to  see  outside  the  cockpit  and  guided  entirely  by  his 
instruments,  Lieutenant  Doolittle  took  off  from  Mitchel  Field,  flew  away  from 
the  field,  turned  around,  recrossed  it,  turned  again  and  came  back,  landing  a 
short  distance  from  his  starting  point.  In  the  place  of  the  natural  horizon  by 
means  of  whisk',  the  pilot  usually  keeps  his  plane  at  a stable  and  safe  flying  at- 
titude, and- which  would  be  invisible  in  fog,  Lieutenant  Doolittle  used  an 
'artificial  horizon'  in  the  form  of  a. small  instrument  indicating  to  the  pilot 
the  longitudinal  and  lateral  attitude  of  the  airplane  with  relation  to  the 
ground  at  all  times.  : 

With  stability  thus  assured,  the  pilot  was  able  to  locate  tae  landing  field 
by  means  of  the  direction-finding  radio.  In  addition  to  the  long  distance  radio 
beacon  already  in  use  at  Mitchel  Field. and  known  to  this  country  for  some  time, 
a beacon  had  been  installed  governing .the  immediate  approach  to  the  field,  cast- 
ing a beam  of  some  15  or  20  miles  in  length  in  either  direction.  On  the  instru- 
ment board  of  the  plane  a visual  radio  receiver,  consisting  of  two  vibrating 
reeds  tuned  to  the  radio  beacon,  enabled  the  pilot  to  determine  the  location  of 
the  beam  and  thus  the  landing  field.  If  he  turned  to  the  right  of  his  course, 
the  right  reed  showed  an  excessive  vibration,  and  vice  versa,  and  by  keeping 
the  reeds  in  equilibrium  the  pilot  was  able  to  fly  directly  down  the  path  of 
the  beam  to  his  landing.  The  sensitive  altimeter  showed  him  his  altitude  and 
made  it  possible  for  him  to  calculate  his  landing  to  a distance  of  within  a 
few  feet  of  the  ground. . 

The  demonstration  eliminates  the  last  great  hazard  to  the  reliability  of 
airplane  travel  and  means  that  a principle  has  been  developed  which  when  even- 
tually perfected  for  commercial  use  will  make  the  airplane  more  independent  of 
weather  conditions  than  any  other  form  of  transportation.  I say  'more  indepen- 
dent' advisedly  because  the  aircraft  is  not  limited  to  one  plane  of  travel  and 
can  take  advantage  of  a number  of  .approaches  to  its  destination  without  using 
a congested  roadway  or  water  channel. 

It  is  significant  that  the  achievement  is  realized  through  the  aid  of  only 
three  instruments  which  are  not  already  the  standard  equipment  of  an  airplane. 

In  other  words,  with  the  commercial  manufacture  of  these  instruments,  the  . 
necessary  equipment  for  fog  flying  will  be  neither  expensive  nor  complicated, 
but  of  such  a nature  that  it  is  readily  available  to  the  average  pilot,  and 
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easily  comprehended.  The  commercial  practicality  of  the  development  is,therefor$ 
assured  from  the  start. 

Many  individuals  and  organizations  have  participated  in  making  this  devel- 
opment possible.  Lieutenant  Doolittle  has  been  in  charge  of  the  full-flight 
laboratory  from  the  start,  and  was  made  available  for  this  work  through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Army  Air  Corps,  lie  studied  at  both  the  University  of  California 
and  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  and  his  aeronautical  achievements 
including  the  winning  of  the  Schneider  Cup  Race  in  1925,  rank  him  as  one  of  the 
country's  leading  pilots.  Professor  William  Brown  of  the  Department  of  Aero- 
nautics, Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  was  his  technical  assistant  and 
for  some  time  has  been  actively  engaged  in  various  phases  of  aviation  with  the 
Navy,  the  Army  and  the  National  Advisory  Committee  for  Aeronautics. 

The  Bureau  of  Standards  and  the  United  States  Army  and  Navy  have  both  con- 
tributed to  the  work,  and  mention  should  be  made  of  the  following  companies 
whose  instruments  and  experimentations  made  possible  the  necessary  equipment: 
Pioneer  Instrument  Company,  Taylor  Instrument  Company,  Sperry  Gyroscope  Company, 
Bell  Laboratories,  Radio  Frequency  Laboratories,  and  Kollsnan  Instrument  Company. 

The  new  principle  which  has  been  demonstrated  solves  what  I have  considered 
in  the  past  one  of  the  two  remaining  fundamental  problems  of  aviation.  The  ap- 
plication of  this  principle,  however,  and  the  final  perfection  of  the  best 
equipment  for  all  phases  of  fog  flying  will  require  time  and  effort  on  the  part 
of  commercial  and  military  organizations. 

For  example,  in  our  demonstration,  use  was  made  of  the  barometric  altimeter 
which  must  be  corrected  for  variation  of  atmospheric  conditions.  This  correc- 
tion is  made  by  telephonic  communication  from  the  ground  to  the  x^lane.  Other 
altimeters  not  subject  to  atmospheric  change  are  now  in  process  of  development, 
and  the  Fund  is  assisting  in  this  experimentation.  Notable,  among  these  is  the 
sonic  altimeter,  a development  by  Dr.  Elmer  Sperry,  and  the  radio  altimeter  now 
being  developed  by  the  General  Electric  Company. 

Also,  while  the  pilot  flies  at  sufficient  altiture  to  clear  all  surround- 
ing obstructions  in  coming  into  the  field,  the  problem  of  collision  with  other 
aircraft  in  the  air  when  flying  through  fog  is  a serious  one.  This  can  only  be 
eliminated  today  by  telephonic  orders  from  the  ground  directing  the  planes  fly- 
ing over  the  same  routes  so  as  to  keep  out  of  each  other's  way.  The  perfection 
of  an  instrument  to  warn  of  the  approach  of  another  plane  is  a device  for  the 
future.  In  addition,  while  the  -particular  beacon  used  in  the  Fund's  experiment 
is  located  at  the  edge  of  the  field,  the  beacons  of  the  future  will  be  so  locat- 
ed that  it  will  be  possible  to  land  always  into  the  wind.  These  are  examples 
of  the  developments  that  should  be  greatly  stimulated  from  now  on." 

According  to  the  New  York  TIMES,  Lieut.  Doolittle  climbed  into  the  little 
Consol i dated- Wright  biplane  used  by  the  Fund  for  the  past  eleven  months  for  fog 
flying  experiments  about  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  September  24th.  He  want- 
ed to  fly  alone,  but  Mr.  Guggenheim  insisted  that  Lieut.  Benjamin  Kelsey,  of 
Mitchel  Field,  who  had  been  assisting  the  Army  pilot  in  his  experiments,  ride  at 
the  controls  of  the  front  cockpit.  Mr.  Guggenheim  stated  he  preferred  to  avoid 
even  the  appearance  of  unnecessary  risk. 

Lieut.  Doolittle  acquiesced  and  adjusted  the  canvas  covering  which  totally 
enclosed  him  in  the  rear  cockpit  so  that  no  light  could  enter  and  completely 
shut  off  his  vision.  A small  switch  turned  on  the  lights  of  his  instrument 
board.  With  his  eyes  on  the  dials  he  pushed  the  throttle  wide  open.  The  co- 
pilot forward  kept  both  hands  on  the  ’cowling  as  the  plane  gathered  speed. 

Guided  only  by  his  instruments,  Doolittle  left  the  ground  aft.er  a run  di- 
rectly into  the  wind.  For  five  miles  he  flew  west,  then  turned  back  over  the 
same  course.  A short  range  radio  beam  was  his  guide  and  as  he  passed  directly 
overhead  his  indicators  showed  him  his  exact  position. 

He  clicked  a stop  watch  and  looked  at  his  air  speed  indicator.  By  the 
watch  he  flew  two  miles  east,  then  made  a 180  degree  turn  and  started  for  the 
runway.  Clearing  the  edge  of  the  field  by  a scant  fifty  feet, . the  spectators 
holding  their  breath  as  Kelsey  still  held  his  hands  outside,  the  plane  was 
throttled  from  inside  the  canvas  cover.  Gradually  it  lost  its  speed  and  began 
to  glide.  It  came  down  to  25  feet,  then  15,  as  Doolittle,  invisible  to  the  ob- 
servers, watched  the  dials.  At  fifteen  feet  the  nose  gradually  began  to  rise, 
the  plane  lost  its  flying  -speed  and  in  a few  yards  touched  its  wheels  in  a per- 
fect landing  almost  at  the  point  where  they  had  left  the  turf  a few  minutes 
before. 

That  Lieut.  Doolittle's  blind  flying  experiment  aroused  nation  wide  inter- 
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est  is  evident  from  the  editorial  cor.ment  which  appeared  in  many  newspapers. 
Excerpts  from  some  of  these  editorials  are  quoted  below,  as  follows: 

According  to  the  hew  York  WORLD,  one  of  the  chief  dangers  of  aviation  seens 
to ■ have  been  conquered  or  at  least  greatly  lessened  by  means  devised  through  the 
experiments  of  the  Daniel  Guggenheim  Fund  for  the  Promotion  of  Aeronautics.  The 
chief  danger  in  daily  flight  over  known  courses,  as  in  air  nail  carrying,  has 
been  the  crossing  of  mountain  chains  in  conditions  of  low  visibility.  American 
inventive  genius  has  apparently  succeeded  in  devising  the  means  to  cheat  death 
even  under  those  conditions.  The  human  equation  will  always  remain. 

The  hew  York  TIMES  says  that  "A  brilliant  victory  was  recorded,  ho  more 
versatile  aviator  for  the  test  than  Lieut.  Janes  H.  Doolittle  of  the  Army  could 
have  been  chosen.  * * * Mr.  Guggenheim  warns  that  the  system  experimented  with 
at  Mitchel  Field  has  Yet  to  be  perfected  before  it  can  come  into  general  commer- 
cial .use,  but  a long  step  forward  has  been  made." 

The  Chicago  TRIBUTE  considers  that  Lieut.  Doolittle's  experimental  flying 
"has  not  captured  the  imagination  of  the  newspapers.  But  he  is  no  less  a hero 
and  his  accomplishments  are  infinitely  greater  than  those  flagpole  sitters,  the 
endurance  flyers,  trans-ocear.ic  aviators,  and  other  stunters  in  the  air  whose 
adventures  make  page  one.  * * * Lieut.  Doolittle  is  not  the  only  unsung  hero  of 
aviation.  Dozens  of  other  aviators  are  scarif icing  popular  fane  by  using  their 
courage  and  skill  for  laboratory  flying,  hew  types  of  planes  must  be  tested, 
wings  of  new  ships  subjected  to  the  strains  of  actual  flight,  maneuvers  of  war- 
fare conceived  by  groundling  tacticians  must  be  executed  or  proved,  perhaps 
fatally,  impracticable.  Without  under-estimating  the  contribution  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  aviation  by  the  nation's  idol,  the  accomplishments  of  the  labora- 
tory flyers  are  more  important  than  those  of  Lindbergh." 

"The  development  of  the  fog-flying  technique,"  says  the  - CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE 
MONITOR,  "is  the  most  important  of  the  Guggenheim1  Fund ! s notable  contributions 
to  aviation.  Aviators  long  have  looked  forward  to  the  time  when  the  dangers  of 
fog  would  be  dissipated.  Now  the  rift  has  appeared  through  which  is  visible  a 
new  measure  of  safety  for  those  who  travel  with  wings." 

The  St.  Louis  GLOBE-DEMOCRAT  asserts  that  until  the  new  instruments  which 
made  Lieut.  Doolittle's  important  flight  possible  are.  put  to  commercial  use  it 
cannot  be  known  to  just  what  extent  the  peril  of  fog  has  been  reduced.  Pro- 
. bably  the  problem  it  presents  has  not  been  solved  entirely,  but  it  certainly  ap- 
pears that,  except  in  the  case  of  forced  landings  and  possible  defects  in  in- 
struments or  radio  broadcasting  apparatus,  fog  will  not  greatly  imperil  flyers 
when  planes  are  equipped  like  Doolittle's. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  New  York  HERALD  TRIBUNE,  it  would  be  a mistake  to 
believe  that  all  the  dangers  of  flying  in  fog,  or  even  the  chief  of  them,  have 
been  removed.  There  is  a promise,  perhaps,  of  fog  conquest,  but  the  promise  is 
not  yet  a fact. 

"The  successful  use  of  the  hind-flying  equipment,"  according  to  the  Bay  City 
Mich.  TIMES,  "will  not  only  make  flying  more  safe,  but  it  will  greatly  increase 
flying.  Once  the  facilities  for  directing  planes  through  darkness  and  fog  have 
become  developed,  the  greatest  hazard  that  inclement  weather  can  force  up  on 
aviation  will  have  been  overcome.  Then  airplanes  will  come  into  more  general 
use. " 

According  to  the  EVENING  STANDARD  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  "Lieutenant 
Doolittle's  flight  seems  to  foretell  that  commercial  air  routes  will  soon  be  run 
with  as  much  dependability  as  the  sea  routes,  that  schedules  will  be  followed 
just  as  strictly." 

Asserting  that  the  demonstration  of  blind-flying  by  Lieut.  Doolittle  is 
said  to  have  convinced  the  observers  who  witnessed  the  feat  that  man's  greatest 
enemy  in  the  air  - fog  - had  been  conquered,  the  BULLETIN  of  Latrobe,  Pa.,  goes 
on  to  say’:  "The  deductions  from  the  achievement  go  farther  than  that, however. 

They  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  flying  is  destined  to  become  a science,  and 
that  thru  scientific  knowledge  safety  in  the  air  will  be  secured  to  a much 
•greater  extent  than  yet  has  been,  possible.  The  art  of  piloting  aircraft  will 
not  be  a mere  matter  of  handling  controls  and.  watching  the  ground,-  it  will  be 
an  art  to  be  acquired  through  extensive  study  and  extensive  preparation  in 
methods  leading  to  independence  of  fog  and  snow  -and  night. 

The  success  of  aviation  will  depend  upon  the  skill  possible  of  being  im- 
parted to  pilots  through  an  extensive'  course  of  study.  The  pilot  of  the  future 
will  have  to  know  his  stuff  -not  merely  the  sticks  and  the  controls.  Fog  and 
snow  and  rain  and  night's  blackness.. will  be  conquered,  not  through  beacon  lights 

r-342-  V-5953,  A.C. 


but  through  the  dials  upon  an  instrument  board,  and  through .experdness  upon  the 
part  of  the  pilot  in  interpreting  the  dials." 

The  Washington  POST  states  that  "the  fog-flying  technique  as  worked  out  by 
Lieut.  Doolittle  is  not  applicable  to  flying  over  unfamiliar  territory,  as  the 
pilot  must  know  what  obstructions  are  to  be  avoided  in  approaching  a field. 

Radio  telephone  seems  destined  to  play  a part  in  solving  that  problem  by  provid- 
ing a means  for  bringing  planes  to  a field  one  at  a time  in  order  to  avoid  col- 
lisions and  informing  pilots  of  obstructions  to  be  avoided.  It  is  also  pos- 
sible that  the  echo-type  altimeters  now  being  developed  will  be  so  sensitive  as 
to  warn  pilots  of  obstructions  and  even  of  the  proximity  of  other  planes.  The 
practical  application  of  the  Doolittle  fog-flying  scheme  remains  to  be  worked 
out,  but  with  the  principle  well  developed  it  can  be  said  that  aviation  has 
taken  a great  step  forward  in  the  direction  of  safety." 

Asserting  that  headlines  in  newspapers  hailing  Lieut.  Doolittle’s  feat  as 
"solving  the  fog  problem,"  is  unjustified  optimism,  the  Boston  TRANSCRIPT  goes 
on  to  say  that  if  a pilot  tried  to  do  Doolittle’s  trick  on  a rough  field  with 
some  nice  boulders,  fence  posts  or  trees  in  his  way  he  would  be  another  martyr 
to  aviation.  But  Doolittle’s  stunt  proves  progress  toward  a solution.  It 
proves  that  pilots  will  soon  be  able  to  land  on  large  fields  they  know,  when 
those  fields  are  covered  with  fog. 

— -0O0 

CIVILIAN  PILOT  SAVED  PROM  WATERY  GRAVE 

It  was  Saturday  afternoon  at  Luke  Field,  Hawaii.  The  hangars  were  closed 
and  Air  Corps  pilots  were  playing  tennis.  Their  exercise,  however,  was  rudely 
interrupted.  The  Group  Operations  Officer  at  Luke  Field  received  a call  from 
one  of  the  commercial  air  transport  companies  in  Honolulu  saying  that  one  of 
their  land  planes  had  a forced  landing  in  the  ocean  between  the  Islands  of 
Oahu  and  Molokai,  and  asking  assistance  in  saving  the  pilot's  life. 

In  exactly  fourteen  minutes,  according  to  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 
from  Luke  Field,  an  amphibian  took  off,  7piloted  by  Lieut.  C.  I.  Ferris,  with 
Lieut.  Janes  C.  Shively  in  the  observer’s  cockpit.  They  soon  located  the  un- 
fortunate aviator,  landed  beside  his  plane  and  picked  him  up  just  before  his 
plane  gave  up  the  ghost  and  sank.  In  fifteen  minutes  they  returned  to  Luke 
Field  and  continued  their  game  of  tennis. 

Saving  lives  is  evidently  all  a part  of  the  game  in  the  Army  Air  Corps. 

0O0 

TURKISH  AVIATION  MISSION  VISITS  AIR  CORPS  STATIONS 

The  Turkish  Aviation  Mission  now  visiting  the  United  States  and  inspecting 
various  governmental,  municipal,  and  commercial  aeronautical  establishments  of 
this  country,  paid  a brief  visit  to  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot  on  the  afternoon 
of  September  9th,  after  having  visited  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center.  The 
Mission  is  composed  of  Major  Shefik  Bey,  Chief  of  Air  Section,  Turkish  General 
Staff;  Captain  Ferruh  Bey;  Lieut.  Kiazin;  Dr.  Ahmed  Emin  Bey;  and  Mouhlis  Bey, 
and  is  accompanied  hy  Mr.  Roland  Riggs,  of  the  Curtiss  Aircraft  Exporting  Co. 

0O0 

MAXWELL  FIELD  PERSONNEL'  ATTEND  MANEUVERS 

Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  seems  almost  deserted,  for  at  this  writ- 
ing many  of  the  men  are  at  Canp  Jackson,  Columbia,  S.C.,  for  maneuvers.  The 
motor  cavalcade,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Albert  I.  Patrick,  Air  Corps, 
left  on  September  20th  and  made  stops  at  Tuskegee  on  the  20th;  at  Columbus,  Ga. , 
on  the  21st;  at  Ellaville,  Ga. , on  the  23rd;  at  Hawkinsville,  Ga. , on  the  24th; 
at  Dublin,  Ga. , on  the  25th;  at  Louisville,  Ga. , on  the  26th;  at  Aiken,  S.C., 
on  the  27th,  and  arrived  at  Camp  Jackson  on  the  28th.  The  air  forces,  with 
Captain  Donald  P.  Muse  in  command,  left  on  September  29th.  These  officers  and 
enlisted  men  will  remain  at  Camp  Jackson  from  October  1st  to  21st. 

Before  leaving  for  Canp  Jackson,  -Captain  Muse  showed  the  picture  "Wings  of 
the  Army"  to  the  Reserve  Officers'  Association  of  Montgomery  at  the  Court  House 
Building.  This  picture  presents  the  story  of  aviation  from  the  time  flights 
were  first  made  by  the  Wright  Brothers,  tile  improvements  in  technical  construc- 
tion of  airplanes,  and  the  elimination  of  fire,  a great  hazard  in  the  past. 
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WEST  POINTERS" REPORT  TO  PRIMARY  FLYING-  SCHOOL 

Sixtv-two  new  West  Point  graduates  recently:  reported  to  the  Primary  Flying 
School  at  Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  as  members  of  the  October  15th 
class.  These  new  officers  have  been  kept  busy  at  the  field  with  Ground  School 
work  and  Orient at or  instruction. 

A small  group  was  given  instruction  upon  the  new  Flight  Tutor.  This  appa- 
ratus was  developed  by  the  Materiel  Division  of  the  Air  Corps.  It  has  been  used 
at  Brooks  Field  only  a short  time  and  was  never  used  before  for  class  instruc- 
tion. This  new  device  differs  considerably  from  the  Buggies  Orientator  former- 
ly used,  and  when  perfected  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  use  it  for  a new  student’s 
first  two  hours. 

The  body  of  the  machine  is  suspended  in  .a  frame-work  similar  to  that  used 
in  the' ’’Buggies, 11  but  about  twelve  feet  from  the  ground.  'This  increased  eleva- 
tion allows  a student  to  become  familiar  with  the  aspect  of  a horizon. The 
machine  is  powered  by  a 15  h.p.  electric  motor,  which  drives  a small  standard 
type  propeller  at  1750  r.p.m.  Control  surfaces  similar  to  those  on  an  air- 
plane are  placed  in  the  propeller  blast  which  enables  the  operator  to  complete 
typical  maneuvers.  One  advantage  of  the  machine,  from  an  instructional  point 
of  view,  is  the  fact  that  it  must  be  flown  at  all  times. 

— :-o0o — — 

■ "ECKNER  PASS"  -DEDICATED 

"Eckner  Pass,"  the  low-altitude  route  eastward  used  by  the  dirigible  GRAF 
ZEPPELIN,  was  formally  named  and  dedicated  on  September  9th,  in  honor  of  Dr. 

Hugo  Eckner,  commander  of  the  dirigible,  by  a combined  party  of  German  officers 
arid  Army  Air  Corps  officers  from  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.  A parachute 
with  the  flags  of  the  United  Stokes  and  Germany  was  dropped  in  the  center  of 
the  pass  as  the  Army  Fokker  soared  through.  Germany  was  represented  by  Captain 
Von  Arnauld  de  la  Perier,  commander  of  the  German  Cruiser  EMDSN;  Commander 
Walter  Faber,  Executive  Officer  of  the  EMDSN,  and  S.  C.  Hagen,  German  Consul  at 
Los  Angeles.  Major  Carl  Spatz  represented  the  Army  Air  Corps  with  Lieut.  D.D. 
Graves.  Messrs.  Hal  Hotchkiss  and  Howard  Worth  and  Major'  T.C.  Macaulay,  Air 
Reserve,  represented  the  San  Diego  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

"Eckner  Pass"  lies  between  Jacumba  and  San  Miguel,  affording  a low  altitude 
route  through  the  mountains  to  the  eastward. 

oOo 

FOG  FLYING  IN  THE  PHILIPPINES 

A fog  flying  plane  was  recently  completed  at  Nichols  Field,  Rizal,  P.I., 
authority  having  been  granted  by  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Coigps  to  convert  an  02-H 
Observation  plane  for  such  purpose.  This  work  was  done  in  the  shops  of  the 
Philippine  Air  Depot  under  the  supervision  of  Lieuts. Oakley  G.  Kelly  and 
Thomas  H.  Chapman,  Air  Corps.  The  changes  incorporated  are  - 

(a)  A sensitive  altimeter  was  substituted  for  the  regular  one. 

.(b)  An  earth  inductor  compass  was  installed. 

(c)  The' front  cockpit  had  a sliding  aluminum  cover  constructed  over  it. 
This  cover  is' of  sufficient  height  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  movements  of 
the  pilot.  Its  track  was  placed  about  three  inches  over  the  cowling  and  a 
handle  attached  to  the  cover  to  facilitate  its  .movement.  • 

Several  trips  were  made  to  Clark  Field  and  return,  with  reports  of  very 
satisfactory  progress  on  the  part  of  these  who ■ were  piloting.  -The  News  Letter 
Correspondent  expresses  the  hope  that  all  pilots  of  the  4th  Composite  Group  will 
be  given  an  opportunity  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  art  of  blind  flying. 

oOo 

LANDING  MACHINE  GUNS  BY  PARACHUTE 

According  to  a report  recently  received  by-  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  the 
technique  of  landing  machine  guns  and  their'  crews  from  airplanes  is  being  con- 
stantly improved.  During  a demonstration  recently  ;iven  at  the  Air  Corps  Pri- 
mary Flying  School  at  Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  for  the  instruction  of 
the  new  class  of  flying,  students,  two  machine  guns  wore  dropped  in  parachutes 
and  put  into  action  by  two  crews  of  three  men  each,  who  descended  from  an  air- 
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plane  to  the  -round  via  the  parachute  route.  Assembly  of  the  machine  guns  and 
preparing  then  for  firing  was  only  a natter  of  a few  moments. 

This  demonstration  featured  a machine  pun  parachute  bar-,  recently  develop- 
ed by  3 or  ;eant  Erwin  H.  Nichols,  head  of  the  Parachute  Department  of  Brooks 
Field.  The  parachute  supporting  the  bap  opens  automatically  upon  being  thrown 
from  the  airplane  and  floats  to  earth.  The  bag  containin';  the  pun,  ammunition 
and  a jail  on  of  water  for  use  in  cooling,  opens  quickly  by  means  of  a rip  cord 
similar  to  that  on  the  parachute. 

The  parachute  jumps  were  made  by  experienced  men  on  duty  with 'the  Para- 
chute Department,  Serjeant  Dewey  Horton,  Corporals  Travis  Garner,  Robert  3. 

Hew,  Privates  R . ' J . Stevens,  Eddie  Benzency  and  Lorraine  Tolle. 

The  demonstration  was  successful,  but  Ser  ;eant  Horton  had.  a very  thrillinj. 
and  narrow  escape  from  injury  when  his  parachute  terminated  on  the  roof  of  the 
bi  p dirigible  hangar  at  Brooks  Field.  The  roof  of  this  structure  has  a 30 
degree  slope  and  is  well  over  100  feet  from  the  -jround.  Despite  his  precarious 
position,  Sergeant  Horton  was  able  to  spill  the  air  from  his  po.rachute  and 
climb  to  an  entrance  on  the  peak  of  the  building,  none  the  worse  for  his 
experience. 

0Oo 

FAST  FLIGHT  FROM  GALVESTON  TO  SAN  DIEGO 

A dawn  to  dusk  flight  from  Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas,  to  Rockwell 
Field,  San  Diego,  Calif.,  a distance  of  approximately  1538  miles,  was  recently 
flown  in  13  hours1  actual  flyinj  time  by  Lieuts.  Thomas  V/,  Thurlow  and  R.7. 
Johnson  in  a Curtiss  "Falcon11  Attack  plane.  The  average  speed  was  118  miles 
per  hour. 

The  flight  was  made  to  test  the  dependability  of  that  type  of  Attack 
plane,  and  the  results  were  declared  to  be  highly  satisfactory.  Record  time 
was  made  on  the  trip  and  favorable  weather  conditions  prevailed  en  route.  Two 
stops  were  made  for  refueling. 

• oOo 

AIR  CORPS  OFFICER  TESTS  NAVY  AIRSHIP 

Captain  V7.  E.  Kepner,  Air  Corps,  formerly  of  the  19th  Airship  Company, 
Langley  Field,  Va. , and  now  Chief  of  the  Li  jhter- than -Air  Branch  of  the 
Materiel  Division,  Uright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  was  selected  by  the  Detroit 
Aircraft  Corporation  to  test  the  new  all-metal  experimental  airship  "ZMC-2" , 
recently  built  for  the  U.S.  Navy.  Captain  Kepner  flew  the  ship  from  Detroit 
to  Lakehurst,  N.J.,  a distance  of  600  miles,  to  deliver  it  to  the  Naval 
authorities.  The  flight  required  about  13  hours'  time  on  account  of  strong 
head  winds.  In  a radio  speech  Captain  Kepner  stated  that  the  successful  flight 
of  the  "ZMC-2"  and  the  trans-oceanic  trips  of  the  great  "Graf  Zeppelin"  will 
no  doubt  put  Lighter- than-Air  in  a new  phase  of  progress. 

, oOo 

RUSSELL  PARACHUTES  DROP-TESTED  AT  ROCKWELL  FIELD 

In  conformity  with  the  policy  of  the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Division  to  as- 
sist commercial  aviation  activities,  where  such  activities  do  not  interfere 
with  Air  Corps  work  or  involve  expenditure  of  Air  Corps  funds,  the  Russell 
Parachute  Company  of  San  Diego  was  granted  permission  to  conduct  experimental 
drop-testing  of  new  parachutes  manufactured  by  that  Company,  at  Rockwell  Field. 
These  parachutes  are  manufactured  in  accordance  with  Department  of  Commerce 
regulations  covering  new  parachutes  for  use  in  connection  with  commercial 
aviation. 

oOo 

ALL  IN  A DAY'S  WORK 

Private,  Air  Mechanic  Second  Class,  Herbert  Landgraf , 72d  Bombardment  Sqdn. 
at  Luke  Field,  T.H.,  while  on  a tow  target  mission  for  the  64th  Anti  Aircraft 
Regiment,  attempted  to  disengage  a target  which  had  become  entangled  on  the 
tail  skid  of  the  LB-5A  Bomber  in  which  he  was  riding.  Crawling  on  his  stomach 
from  the  rear  cockpit  to  the  tail  surface  while  the  plane  was  at  an  altitude 
of  9,000  feet,  he  remedied  the  trouble.  To  him  it  was  part  of  his  day's  work, 
and  he  did  not  think  it  "worth  bothering  about",  as  he  remarked  later. 
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AIR  CORPS  PARTICIPATION  IN  AMERICAN  LEG-ION  CONVENTION 


The  aerial  demonstration  during  the  American  Legion  Convention  at  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  from  September  30th  to  October  3rd,  was  strictly  an  Army  Air  Corps 
affair.  Fortunately  for  Louisville,  her  airport,  Bowman  Field,  situated  just 
outside  of  the  city  limits,  is  large  enough  to  accommodate  an  unusually  lar  -;e 
number  of  aircraft,  thus  permitting  operations  on.  a fairly  large  scale.  Tlmt 
again,  the  sponsors  of  the  airport  in  tushing  it  over  to  the  Air  Corps  wheh  .it 
was  established,  placed  the  control  of  all  operations  in  the  hands  of  the  Air 
Corps  officer  stationed  there,  who  at  the  present  time  is  Captain  F.E. Galloway. 
The  result  was  that  the  Army  -flyers  were  given  full  sway  in  sta  ing  their  aerial 
demonstration. 

By  taking  the  average  of  several  estimates,  there  were  approximately  130, OCS 
Legionaires  and  other  visitors  who  flocked  into  Louisville  during  the  week  of 
the  Convention.  This  made  a gathering  before  which  it  was  considered  well  worth 
while  exhibiting  the  equipment  and  work  of  the  Army  Air  Corps. 

Air  Corps  officers  who  comprised  the  staff  which  worked  out  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  aerial  demonstration  were  as  follows: 

Captain  F.E.  Galloway,  C.O.  of  Bowman'' Field  and  O.I.C.,  Operations. 

Captain  John  G-.  Colgan  ■( Schoen  ‘Field)  Assistant  Operations. 

Mr.  F.  Tryon  Mengel,  Chairman  of  Aviation  Committee;  civilian-military 
liaison;  billeting. 

Lieut.  Roland  Birnn,  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  Publicity;  Announcer. 

Major  Il.C.K.  Muhlenberg  (Hqrs.  5th  Corps  Area)  liaison,  5th  Corps  Area; 
Photographer. 

Major  John  H.  Jouett,  C.O.  of  3rd  Attack  Group,  Fort  Crockett,  Texas. 

Captain  Henry  Pas cal e,  C.O.  of  Bombardment  Unit  from  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Captain  Lotha  A.  Smith,  C.O.  of  Pursuit  Un.it  from  Selfridge  Field, Mich. 

When  the  flyers  reached  Louisville,  after  passing  through  a bad  fog  and 
low  ceiling,  they  found  themselves  billeted  in  one  of  the  old  mansions  of 
Louisville,  the  old  Belknap  place • on  Fourth  Street.  G-.I.  bunks  and  Kentucky- 
cooked  food  were  there  for  the  week.  Considering  that  Louisville  was  a 
Convention  Town  thronged  with  visitors,  the  accommodations  were  thought  to  be 
wonderfully  adequate. 

Mr.  Mengel,  Chairman  of  the  Convention  Aviation  Committee,  and  himself  a 
Marine  flyer  during  the  World  War,  was  the  billeter.  In  fact,  he  was  just 
about  everywhere  that  hard  work  was  to  be  found.  He  performed  wonders  in  per- 
fecting various  arrangements  calculated  to  make  the  demonstration  a success. 

On  Monday,  September  30th,  before  a crowd  of  several  thousand  persons,  a 
short  formation  flight  was  staged  as  a warmer -up.  The  commercial  announcing 
system  was  given. a try-out  and  proved  a success.  Further  use  of  this  system 
proved  its  indispensable  value  on  occasions  of  this  character. 

The  real  show  began  on  Tuesday,  immediately- after  lunch,  and  may  be  de- 
scribed as  follows:  * 

1.  A formation  of  nine  Attack  planes.  These  flew  in  various  formations 
and  executed  various  intricate  maneuvers  in  formation  close  to  the  ground. 

2.  Pursuit  formation  - nine  Pursuit  planes. 

3.  Bombardment  formation  - three  bombardment  planes. 

The  Pursuit  planes  flew  in  a formation  -of  their  own'  at  about  1,000  to 
2,000  feet  altitude.  The  bombers  flew  in  a formation  at  a low  altitude,  then 
rose  to  1,000  feet.  Immediately  after  that,  the  Purs'uiters  staged  an  attack 
upon  the  Bombers. 

4.  Acrobatics  - 3 Pursuit,  planes.  While  the  Bombers  and  six  of  the 
Pursuiters  were  landing,  three  of  the  Pursuiters  remained  aloft  and,  as  soon 
as  the  air  was  cleared,  they  put  on  a fine  exhibition  of- -acrobatics,  each  one 
vying  with  the  others  to  put  on  the  best  ‘show  of  all. 

Checkers  at  the  gate  .gave  the  attendance  figure  for  this  day  as  8,400 
people. 

On  Wednesday,  another  feature  was  added.  This  was  a balloon-bursting  ex- 
hibition, in  which  three  Pursuit  planes  flew  into  small  hydro gen -filled  free 
balloons  as  they  were  rising.  The  parachute  jumper,  Sergeant  Henry  Anderson, 
piloted  by  Lieut.  Aubrey  Ballard,  flew  in  from  Chanute  Field;  also  the  smoke- 
screen ship  cane  in  from  Self ridge  Field.  Owin  ; to  the  unusually  high  wind  on 
this  day,  it  was  considered  unwise  to  stage  the  parachute  jump  and,  in  lieu  of 
it,  several  chutes  were  fastened  to  a truck  and  released  on  the  ground,  the 
announcer  making  an  explanation  of  the  use  and  the  functioning  of  the  parachute 
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as  each  one  was  released.  The  smoke  chemical  was  made  ready  for  the  smokescreen 
ship . 

Despite  the  fact  that  Wednesday  was  the  day  the  Legion  Parade  was  held  in 
town,  a total  of  10,500  people  wended  their  way  to  Bowman  Pi eld  to  witness  the 
Air  Corps  show.  A near  riot  was  precipitated  when  the  mail  plane  from  Cleveland 
flew  in  to  Bowman  Pi eld  at  the  end  of  its  day’s  run.  The  announcer  pave  a de- 
scription of  the  plane  and  described  the  work  of  the  mail  pilots  and  their 
ability  in  flying  through  thick  weather  to  carry  the  mails  of  Uncle  Sam.  As  the 
plane  taxied  up  to  the  line  about  5,000  of  the  crowd  surged  en  masse  to  see  the 
heroic  pilot  step  forth  from  his  cockpit  and  walk  to  the  hangar.  The  most  sur- 
prised one  of  all  was  this  pilot  who  looked  all  around  in  an  endeavor  to  discover 
the  cause  of  the  crowd's  cheers,  not  realising  then  that  his  presence  was  the 
cause  thereof. 

Thursday,  the  final  day  of  the  demonstration,  marked  the  best  propram  of  the 
Convention  period.  The  wind  had  subsided  and,  after  putting  on  the  usual  pro- 
pram, both  the  -parachute  plane  and  the  smoke  screen  plane  took  off  together.  As 
soon  as  the  screen  was  laid  and  had  started  to  drift  off  the  field,  the  parachute 
jumper  left  the  plane  and  made  a successful  landing.  For 'the  wind-up,  Freddy 
Lund,  civilian  stunt  pilot,  in  his  tapered  wing  7/aco,  went  through  a series  of 
acrobatics  culminating  in  an  outside  loop. 

A crowd  of  15,000  was  on  the  field  to  see  this  day’s  exhibition,  most  of 
the  spectators  bein';  Legionaires.  They  appeared  greatly  interested  in  seeing  the 
types  of  aircraft  now  being  used  by  the  Army  Air  Corps  and  to  note  the  skill  and 
efficiency  of  the  pilots.  To  many  of  them,  such  maneuvers  as  were  demonstrated 
by  the  Air  Corps  were  a novelty,  a goodly  number  of  the  Legionaires  basing  their 
conception  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  on  their  observations  during  the  early  days  of 
the  world  War. 

As  an  added  attraction,  Lieut.  Birnn,  the  announcer,  introduced  many  visit- 
ing notables  to  the  crowd  over  the  loud  speaker . Among  them  was  the  Hon.  Patrick 
Hurley,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  who,  however,  declined  to  speak  over  the 
"mike,"  saying  that  he  was  too  much  interested  in  the  aerial  maneuvers.  Another 
was  Sergeant  Vfoodfill,  whom  General  Pershing  named  as  the  outstanding  hero  of 
the  world  War.  Himself  a Kentuckian,  Sergeant  woodfill  addressed  the  visiting 
Legionaires  and  their  friends  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  Louisville,  stating 
that  he  hoped  the  Legionaires  and  all  other  visitors  to  the  city  enjoyed  its 
fine  Kentucky  hospitality.  Lieut . -Governor  Breathitt,  of  Kentucky,  also  said  a 
few  words  over  the  microphone  and  immediately  stepped  outside  to  see  more  of  the 
aerial  demonstration. 

At  4:45  p.m.  the  show  was  all  over.  Evidence  of  a feeling  of  satisfaction 
over  the  work  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  was  noted  on  all  sides.  Visiting  Legion- 
aires anxiously  inquired  as  to  whether  or  not  the  Air  Corps  would  be  represented 
at  the  1930  Convention  at  Boston.  Questions  came  in  from  many  interested  in  the 
Army  Air  Corps.  It  was  the  consensus  of  opinion  that  its  work  had  not  been  in 
vain,  and  the  visitors  left  with  a good  idea  of  the  ability  of  its  personnel  and 
their  willingness  to  do  their  best  to  demonstrate  what  the  Army  Air  Corps  meant 
to  the  nation.  — -oOo 

TOURING  PLANES  PLY  OVER  ADVANCED  PLYING  SCHOOL 


Eight  airplanes  of  the  General  Tire  and  Rubber  Company  on  a tour  of  the 
United  States  flew  over  Kelly  Field  on  Friday,  September  13th.  These  planes 
were  equipped  with-  shrill  sirens  which  were  wide  open,  and  the  boys  of  the  field 
thought  the  San  Antonio  Fire  and  Police  Departments  had  adopted  a new  method  of 
performing  their  miscellaneous  duties.  The  planes  were  piloted  by  former  Lts. 

A. C.  Lyberger,  Robert  K.  Giovannoli,  J.  Stanley  Harvey,  Alfred  Estes  and  Sheldon 

B.  Yoder,  all  of  whom  graduated  from  the  Advanced  Plying  School  within  the  last 
year. 

— .—  oOo 

GENERAL  LAHM  RETURNS  PROM  LEAVE 


Brigadier-General  Frank  P.  Lahn,  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Air  Corps 
Training  Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  returned  recently  from  a two  months'  leave 
of  absence.  He  and  his  family  spent  the  summer  visiting  in  Canada.  During 
the  General’s  absence  Major  James  E.  Chaney,  Commandant  of  the  Air  Corps  Advanced 
Flying  School,  was  in  command  of  the  Training’  Center. 
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CAPTAIN  KEPNER  BINS  SECOND  PLACE  UN  LNTSR1IAT IONAL  BALLOON  RACE 


Captain  Nr.:.  E.  Kepner,  Air  Corps,  the  well  known  dirigible  and  balloon 
pilot,  and  Chief  of  the  Light er-than-Air  Branch  of  the  Materiel  Division  at 
Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  recently  returned  fron  participating  in  the  Gordon- 
Bennett  International  Balloon  Race  which  started  from  St.  Louis  on  September 
28th.  As  representative  of  the  Army  and  pilot  of  its  balloon,  he  experienced 
all  the  thrills  which  inevitably  accompany  such  a venture,  ".hen  interviewed 
as  to  his  experiences  in  the  race,  he  stated  that  at  the  time  of  the  take-off 
the  high  ground  temperature  of  98  degrees  decreased  the  lift  of  each  balloon 
about  300  pounds,  which  was' a decided  handicap.  The  weather  naps  showed  a wind 
shift  line  with  a tendency  to  produce  thunderstorms  running  from  St.  Paul  south 
and  west  to  Dodge  City,  Iowa,  so  that  all  the  pilots  desired  to  take  as  much  of 
an  easterly  direction  as  possible.  The  pilot  balloon  which  had  been  released 
previous  to  the  start  of  the  race  indicated  a wind  blowing  from  the  west  at  an 
altitude  approximately  5,000  feet  and,  as  the  surface  winds  were  flowing 
directly  north,  the  Army  balloon'- stayed  as  -close  to  the  ground  as  was  consis- 
tent with  safety  flying  and  thus'  made  a true  northerly  direction  until  it  pass- 
ed over  Illinois. 

"Passing  Alton,"  Captain  Kepner  stated,  "we  began  to  veer  slightly  to.  the 
east,  and  by  the  time  we  reached  Kankakee,  Illinois,  at  6:30  on  Sunday  morning, 
our  direction  was  almost  straight  east.  Throughout  the  night  the  atmosphere 
was  rather  unstable,  and  for  no  apparent  reason  at  all  the  balloon  would  oscil- 
late at  an  altitude  up  to  3,000  or  4,000  feet,  and  of  course  lost  ;as  on  each 
upward  oscillation,  so  that  we  were  constantly  spending  sand  ballast  to  offset 
this.  At  6:30  a well  defined  line  of  thunderstorms  appeared  to  the  north  and 
to  the  west,  extending  at  the  same  time  southeastward  of  our  position.  Our 
drift  was  directly  east  and  into  a portion  of  this  storm  area  which  was  begin- 
ning to  show  considerable  activity  in  the  way  of  constant  flashes  of  lightning 
accompanied  by  heavy  thunder.  Inasmuch  as  our  drift  near  the  surface  apparent- 
ly was  drawing  us  directly  into  this  disturbance  it  was  decided  to  take  alti- 
tude in  an  effort  to  avoid  going  directly  into  it.  We  accordingly  ascended, by 
throwing  out  ballast,  to  an  altitude  of  14,000  feet,  where  we  were  near  the  top 
of  the  storm  that  had  been  visible  from  our  lower  altitude  near  .the  ground. 
However,  the  air  was  beginning  to  be  very  much  disturbed  even  at  that  altitude, 
and  the  clouds  began  to  ascend  showing  strong  vertical  currents  around  us,  and 
their  rate  of  ascent  was  very  much  more  than  our  own  steady  climb  of  400  or 
500  feet  per  minute.  More  ballast  was  thrown  over  and  the  balloon  continued  to 
climb  until  it  finally  reached  an  altitude  of  18,000  feet  before  it  was  begin- 
ning to  clear  the  clouded  formation  near  the  ground.  Between  14,000  and  18,000 
feet  it  was  very  cold,  46  degrees,  and  snow  was  encountered  in  the  form  of  very 
fine  crystals  floating  in  the  air.  Looking  down  on  the  snow  the  reflecting  sun 
above  gave  the  appearance  of  a lake. 

At  18,000  feet  we  were  barely  at  the  tops  of  the  cloud  formation  and  de- 
cided to  ride  at  this  altitude  for  a while.  The  clouds  from  below,  however, 
continued  to  rise  and  we  were  eventually  forced  to  an  altitude  of  22,000  feet, 
where  we  were  in  the  clear  sunshine  and  it  was  much  warmer,  being  76  degrees. 

We  could  hear  the  trains  below  us,  so  we  knew  we  were  flying  over  land.  During 
all  this  time  we  had- perfect  radio  communication  with  St.  Louis  with  no  bad 
effects  caused  by  the  storm.  There  was  one  particular  formation  of  clouds  to 
the  westward  of- our  position  and  apparently  quite  near  that  seemed  to  have  an 
altitude  of  at  least  3,000  or  4,000  feet  above  that  of  our  own  position. 

It  was,  of  course,  necessary  for  us  to  use  oxygen  at  this  altitude,  due  to 
the  thin  atmosphere.  As  we  had  not  contemplated  flying  at  such  a high  altitude 
we  had  only  brought  a limited  supply  of  oxygen  with  us,  and  so  had  to  use  it 
very  sparingly,  breathing -a  small  amount  of  it .approximately  every  ten  minutes, 
or  whenever  we  began  to  feel  groggy. 

Our  supply  of  both  oxygen  and  ballast  finally  becoming  very  low,  we  de- 
cided to  make  a landing.  We  came  down  two  miles  north  of  Neptune,  Ohio,  which 
is  seven  miles  northeast  of  Celina,  at  2:10  , on  Sunday  afternoon.  " 

The  winner  of  this  race,  Mr.  Ward  T.  Van  Orman,  who  piloted  a balloon  for 
the  Goodyear  Zeppelin  Co.,  traveled  341  miles,  according  to  announcement  made 
by  the  National  Aeronautic  Association.  Captain  Kepner  was  sedond  with  338 
miles;  Lieut.  T.G.W.  Settle,  U.  S.  Navy,,  third  with  304  miles;  and  the  Belgian 
pilot  Ernest  Demuyter  traveled  226.mil.es  to  finish  in  fourth  plac.e. 
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—T&E  SCHNEIDER  TROPHY  RACE  A”;-;-  ■ •• 

la  winning  the  recent  Schneider  Trophy  Race  and.  establishing  two, world’s 
records'  for  sjpefed  over  the  5 -kilometer  course,  Great  Britain  made  a most  signifi- 
cant contribution  to  the  advancement  of  aviation.  The  speeds  attained  during 
this  annual  sporting  event  for  seaplanes  have  been  mounting  steadily  until  now 
even  the  5§-  mils?  t minute  mark  has  been  exceeded.  I«  the  straightaway  o-ki IO- 
meter course,  a British  flyer’s  average  speed  lacked  only  4. 2 miles  of  attaining 
a speed  of  six  miles  an  hour.  On  two  of  the  four  runs  of  that  course,  however, 
he  actually  exceeded  the  speed  of  six  miles  a minute,  with  marks  of.  268.8  and 
265.5  miles  per  hour,  th..  fastest  speed  ever  made  by  a human  being. 

Italy  was  Great  Britain's  only  competitor  for  the  Trophy,  each  nation  having 
three  entries.  While  all  three  British  pilots  finished  the  closed  circuit  of 
seven  laps,  totalling  250  kilometers,  only  one  Italir n pilot , Warrant  Officer 
D«1  Molin,  succeeded  in  doing  so,  and  hex  Won  Second  place  with  an  average  speed 
of  284.2  miles  an  hour. 

Plying  Officer  Henry  R.D.  Waghorn,  winner  of  the  Trophy,  averaged  a speed 
of  228.62  miles  per  hour  for  the  whole  course.  The  other  two  Bri tish  pilots, 
Flight  Lieutenant  D'Arcy  Gre-ig  and  Prying  Officer  R.L.R.  Atehxrley,  averaged 
282.11  and  225.54  miles  per  hour,  respectively,  but  the  latter  was  disqualified 
for  cutting  inside  of  one  of  the  turning  points,  so  that  Great  Britain  captured 
first  end  third  places  in  the  nee.  Txie  two  remaining  Italian  pilots,  Lieut s. 
Remo  Gadr  ingher  and  Giovanni’  Monti , both  flying  M^c chi  Type  M.  67,  I.»ottu- 
Fra.schini  engine,  were  forced  to  retire  from  the  race  on  the  second  lap,  the 
foimer  because  the  exhaust  fames  from  the  engine  blinded  and  suffocated  him, and 
the  latter  because  of  a broken  water  pipe,  as  .a  result  of  which  he  was  rather 
badly  scalded.  Hio  ucalds,  hovavor,  were  not  regarded  as  serious. 

The  seaplanes  piloted  by  Flying  Officers  Wa.gnorn  and  etcher ley  were  the 
all-metal  Supermrri nu  S.  o monoplanes,  powered  with  the  Rolls-Royce  "it" 
racing  engine,  while  Flight  Lieutenant  Gr-ig  flew  the  2-year  old  Supermarinu 
S.  5,  powered  with  the  Hapier  "Li  oxi"  engine,  in  which  Lieut . S.h.  Webster  won 
the  Schneider  Trophy  Race  for  Great  Britain  in  1927. 

Warrant  Officer  Tomas  so  Dal  Molin  piloted  a 1927  Macchi  ,M.  52,  powered  with 
a Fiat  engine,  the  plane  Major  de  Bernard!  flew  in  the  1927  Schneider  contest. 
Both  the  British  and  Italian  two-year  old  planes  made  better  re-cords  in  the 
1929  race  than  they  did  in  the  1927  contest. 

Although  Flying  Officer  Atcherley  was  disqualified,  he  attained  some  conso- 
lation from  the  fact  that  he  broke  the  world's  speed  records  for  50  and  100 
kilometers,  by  attaining  an  average  speed  for  these  two  distances  of  222  miles 
an  hour. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  record  the  speeds  me  de  for  each  of  the  Seven  laps 
of  the  course  by  the  various  contestants.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  highest 
spe-cd  for  any  one  lap,  222.49  miles  per  hour,  was  attained  by  Flying  Officer 
Atcherley. 


Contestant 

i 

O ' 

Ae 

Lap 

2 

; s 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Aver- 
age • 

Flying  Officer  Waghorn 

224 

229 .54 

221 . 1 

226 

329.92 

227.04 

220.91 

Warrant  Officer  Molin 

286.2 

286.78 

285 .45 

262.7 

282.16 

282 

282.44 

284 .2 

Flight  Lieutenant  Greig 

'282.72 

282.16 

282.16 

281.41 

281.21 

261.16 

282.87 

282.11 

Flying  Officer  Atcherley 

202.45 

224.56 

229.74 

• 4:9 

228  .2  9 

220.91 

• 4:  9 

225.54 

Li eut . Ca  dr ingher 

284. 

Ijatw'u.tj  • ivionti 

201 

The  Schneider  Trophy  Race  was  held  on  September  7th  at  the  little  town  of 
Ryde  on  the  Isle  of  Wight.  The  weather  was  per  foe  t for  this  annual  seaplane 
classic.  ..The  first  contestant,  Waghorn,  was  in  the  air  shortly  after  two 
o'clock,  following  the  boom  of  the  starting  gun.  The  British  publication 
FLIGHT  states  that  when  he  crossed  the  starting  line  the  Rolls-Royce  racing 
engine  managed  to  give  off  its  1,800  or  so  h.p.  with’ surprisingly  little  fuss. 
The  large,  gear  ratio  resulted  in  the  propeller  running  relatively  slowly  and 
aq.tua:! ly,  from  Certain  points  of  view,  one  could  See  the  propeller  blades,  and 
not  merely  a.  shining  shimmering  blur  marking  the  disc. 

The  first  Italian  competitor,  Dal  Molin,  crossed  the  starting  line  about  a 
minute  before  Wagho'rrr  completed  his  fourth  lap.  He  flew  very  low,  appearing  to 

-349-  " V-5953,  A.C. 


sideslip  upwards  on  hie  turns.  Juet  before  Waghorn  crossed  the  finishing  line, 
Greig  started"  on  his"  fir.st  • Ic.p poll  owing  him  was  Lieut .-' Ca'dringher*  who  also 
flow  low',  about  *50  feet/'  It' was  noted;  that  his-1  Sri*  ine  was  smoking  considerably 
rnd,  shortly  a f tor’  finishing  hi‘s  first  lap,  ha  -suddenly  turned  'Off  the:  course 
;nd  disappeared  in  .the  haze.  The  fact  that  his  speed  of  28V  hi.p.h.  oh'  the  - 
first  lap  was  proof  that"  there  was  something  wrong  with  Italy’s  first  new  type 
of  racing' plane . ' ' g'vv"’‘  . --  • # • * v • ;• 

A ’few  seconds  a ft  eh"  Grbig.’  finished  his  race-,  Plying  Officer  Atcherloy 
crossed  the  starting  lino  'Sa'Ve  his  first'  1?  p,  his  speed  in  the  others  closely 
approa  che-d  that  made-  by  Flying 'Officer  Y/sghorn,  and  actually  exceeded  the 
letter's  in  the  4th,  6 th  arid  '7  th  laps.  It  Appeared  to  those  fi  miliar  with  air 
racing  tha  t Atcherloy  was  not  flying • r very  good  course,  and  it  was  not  learned 
until  after  he  finished  that  ‘he  in  d'  lost  his  goggles  and  therefore  was  compelled 
to  navigate  by  such  oblique  views*'a.s  "he" could  get  through  the  windscreen.  This 
mishap  was  probably  responsible-  Tor  him  "not  rounuing"  one  of  the  pylons  of  the 
course  and  for  losing  second  pli  ce  'in  the  race.  ' 

Lieut.  Monti,  the  third  Italian  entrant, 'also  flying  one  of  the  new  Macchi 
racers,  crossed  the  stir  ting  ‘lin'd,  ’apparently  'flying  only  a fcw  feet  off  the 
water.  Instead,  of  making  the'  expected  turn  'upon  finishing -the  first  lap,  he 
continued  straight  on  and"  a lighted  rather  suddenly*  but  successfully,  a -hurst. - 
ed  water  pipe,  had  forced  him  "out ' bf ‘the  raced'*  ' 4 »'•  • ’:i  ■ • ••  • ’•'■ 

In  an  editor!:  1 on  the  Schneider  contest,  FLIGHT1  says'*  'among  other'  things  - 
"Luck  played  a part  in  so  fir  'as  ’.tile  Italians  -were  -c erta'i'nly  lamentably 
unfortun:  t e.  But  luck  had  nothing  wliAteVe'r  'to; do  with  the -fact-  that  : 1 1 three 
British  machines  completed  the ‘most  'str.eri.uous  f lying  test'  in  '-the  world,  the 
,350-km.  Schneider  course..  That  was  due' Anti  rely  to  £ritish-rlkill  in  design  and 
to  the  superb  quality  of  British  w o rk  man  ship , 

The  Rolls-Royce  engines  in  the  nAw'  Supe'pmaririe  S.  6'S'WereOf  an  entirely 
new  type,  and  the  type  has  actually' b'Geh ‘developed  and  perfected  in  less  than 
one  year,-  something*  like  nine'  months . .."Under  ‘the  circumstances ':one  might  Well 
have  been  forgiven  for 'e-nte'rt -inirig  at  least  .'some  slight  •'arikiwty-  concerning  the 
staying  power  of  the  new  engines.  That  both  ran  without  ah ’'single  hitch  through- 
out the  Schneider  Contest  is  proof  that  ' the  Hoirs-Royce ' "ll"  : engine  is  well  be- 
yond the  experimental  stage.  1 *"*  ' ""  ' 4 ’ ■ ' ? 

It  is  now  also  permi  ss  iblu  .‘to  . state  tfta  t in"  tile  actual  Schneider  Contest 
the  Supermarine  S.,  6's  were  ri.ot  running 'their  erigiiies  'all  out.'  The  fuel  con- 
sumption was  such 'that  to"  run'j  till  engines  at  full  throttle  blight  have1' meant  cut- 
ting down  the 'reserve,  of.  fuel  to  a dangerous  degree.  The-  ROTls-Roya-e  engines  , 
were  therefore  run.  r.  t..  'something  less  than  their  full  poVer  and  thus'  the  speeds 
put  up' are  even'  mor  e ’remarkable.  ' E'Verf  the  world' s'  rec-ord  v'st.  blish'ed  over  the 
3 km.  straight  line'  course  is  not  a trUe  indication  "of  the1  very  'best- of- which  the 
S.6  is  capable  • With  further  tunirfg:i;’ :.nd' perhaps  with  smelled*  "fled  ts,  made  pos- 
sible by  the  smaller  quantity  o'f  fuel ' necessary',  it  is  likely-'  that,  splendid  as 
is  the  speed  record  established  oh  Tuesda'y  last , 'still  butter  results  will  be 

obtained."  ! ‘ - . ■■"'■‘V 

Two  attempts  to  break  the  3 -kilometer  'straighta^y  world's  spued  record  Were 
made  on  Tuesday,  September  10th,  one  by  Flight  Lieut.  George-  Sta  inf  or  th-g  pilot- 
ing the  Gloster -Napier  VI.  and  the  Other  by  Squadron-Leader  Augustus  Orlobar, 
Captain  of  the'  1929  British  Schneider  'Team,-  who  fiew  the  S&fc-cr  mar  irks  Ho  11s- Hey Ce 
S.6  which  took  first  place  in  thy  "Schneider  contest'.  Thud'Jcorus  attained  at- 
tested to  remarkable  performances , especia  lly-  since  'weather -"c onai tions  w«r«  none 
too  favorable.  • 7-:  : ’'-; 


Stainfcrth  covered  five  laps'  of  :th«  5-kii'dmete-r  course  over  Southampton 
Water , the  first  being  somewhat  wide  and  therefore  disregarded.  His  average 
speed  in  the  four  runs,  two  in  'each  direction,  was  336.3  -Mies  per  hour,  exceed- 
ing last  year's  record  made  by  the  Italian  speed  pilot,  Major  de  Bernard!,  by 


17.7  miles  per  hour . J-  "o."  ;■ 

Orlebar's  average  speed  in  the  four  runs  eve  raged  a 55 .8  miles  p«r  hour,  ex- 
ceeding Stainforth's  record  by  19 ‘.'5  '-miles  p-«r  hour  and "d-e  ;Berna. rdi * s record  by 


37  .2  miles'  pb-r  ' hour’, 
runs  i s'  gi  ven  b el  ow , 


Thw  speeds  made 
is  follows:  ‘ l" 
1st  itun 

F light  Lieut.  Stainfcrth  351.3  mph 
SqUadr'ch  Leader  Orl ebar  368:.8;  "• 


by  these  two  pilots  ini- each  of  the  four 


2nd  Run 

— — — , — 

e28  .3-  mph 


3rd  Run.  ■ 
’336.2  mph 
565.5 


4th  Run 
32  9.3  mph 
343 .7  " 


av  er . 
336  .3 
355  .8 


345.3  ■ H 365.5  M: 

QrlebAr'A  record  is  regarded4  as'  offidia  1,  although  it  must  be  confirmed  by 
the  FederatTon  A-.ro na.utique  lint  ernat  iohale .•  A number:tff  the  officials  of  the 


Federation  witnessed  the  tes ts, . however , and  confirmation  of  the  record  is  be- 
lieved to  be  certain.  "■  • --  '"w. 
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Tb*  first  contest  for  Ilk  Jncqu.s  BchnuicUr  Ixophy  was  h«ld  on  April  16* 

1912  4 at  Mon:  c'o  $ . und^r  thb  <l  iisjpib-iS  of  th«  A«ro  CUub  of  Franco.  Only  tv0 
countries,  Frrncu  < nd  Am«ric<*  , won.  KpruS«»tud.  M.  Pr.vost,  thu  wvii-knowh  • 
French  pilot,  flying  : . D^purdussin  twin  flokt  nonop l;:ai«,  powered  with  a 160  h.p. 
Gnor.u  vnginu,  v&s  d^clir-nl  th.  winner,  his  ^trrg,  sp«ou  Taking  45.75-  milus  p^r 
hour.  Wa.ymr.nn,  tin  American  competitor,  piloting  z Niwuport , fluw  vr-ll  until 
t broken  oil  pipe  forced  him  downk.ftur  he  cohered  25  of  the  28  teii-Mtt,  l:ps 
of  the-  280-:ka£tu  course  • It  will  thus  he  noted  thr  t in  the  sp:  Ce  of  16  ye- rs  ^ 

Se-pl.-.ns  speed  records  incrms^  over  SuVon  fold.  , . 

Having  wen  the  first  Schnei  der  ' contest',  France,  sccoraing  to  the  rules,  had*- 
to  undertake  the*  organisation  of  the  second  'one.  Monro o v$s  agrin  Selected  cs 
the  scene  of  the  ri  ce,  t nd  the  dc  t e rs  April  20th.  Tin  course  was  the  seme  as 
that  of  the  previous  year.  Five  countries  were  represented  - Gr«at  Britain, 
Fr_n.Ce,  Germany,  Switzerland  : nd  the  United  States.  Tn„  contest  resulted  in  c 
victory  for  Gr«:t  Britain,  Howard  Pixtan,  piloting  a sin:  11  Sop..ith  twin  float 
serplme,  powered  with.r  100  h.p.  mono -Gnome  engine,  completing  the  280  k.m. 
course  at  an  rve rage  speed  of  86.8  miles  per  hour . 

O lhg  'to  the  v/sJh,  1914-1918,  no  Schneider  Trophy  Contest  was  held  in  those 
years.  After  ah  interval  of  five'  yvrs,  the" ' thihd;  Schneider  Trophy  Contest  was 
held  on  September  10,  1919,  at  Bournemouth,  Ln  gland . Although  the  hoya  1 Aero 
Ciub  of  Gre*  t Britain  reC'-eived  di-ght’  entries,  Sewral  of  ^ them  were  withura  vfli. 
before  the'  d te  fine d for-  the  contest  arrived.  Great  Britain,  France  and  Italy 
entered  teams  in' the  seaplane  classic.  Misfortune  met  with  by  the  French  en- 
trants in  tritil  flights  fbreed  therm  to  wither; w,  and  the  cempeti ti on  finally 
narrowed  Gown  to  »nv  bdtwdeh  three  British  ana  -one  Italian  entrant.  Gr«at 
Britain  used  three  different  types  of  p-1:  neb,  tih  F.*  irey,  So^.vith*  and  the  Sapo*- 
m:rine,  piloted  'by  Vincent ' kichollp  H.G.  Hawker  -.nd  tf-dr  on  Lo**-or  B.D.  Hobbs , 
respectively,  while  the  Italian  pilot,  Unnello,'  flew  a S-  voia _ S-1S  biplane  fly- 
ing boat,  powered  with  a 250  h.p.  Isotta  Fraschini  engine. 

None  of  the  three  British  pilots  finished-  the  race,  the  heavy  mist  prevail- 
ing on  th.  day  of  the  contest' raking  it  almost  impossible  to  fly  over  the  course. 
Jmello,  however,  completed  the  full  ten  laps!of-  the  course,  but  observer e c*t 
one  of  the  turning  points  declared  that  they  hid  not  Seen  him,  mu  the  1919 
Contest  was  therefore  ■ declared  void,  as  i compliment  to  Janello*.  plucky  effort, 
however,  it  viz  s decided  to  hole  the  next  Schneider*  Contest  in  It-.ly. 

Venice  was  the  scene  of  the  1920  Schneider  Contest  whicn,  however, . was 
robbed  of  its  international  aspect  because  no  British  entries  were  received  and 
France  withdrew  her  entrants  at  the  last  momeht.  Although  Italy  entered  three 


-Dilots,  only  one  was  able  to  take  part  in  the  contest  - Captain  Bologna,  wno 
flew  a Savoia  S-19  flying  boat,  fitted  with  a 500  h.p.  Ansaldo  engine.  The 
racing  course  was  a triangular  one,  10  laps  of  20  miles  each,  or  a total  of  200 
sea  miles.  Unable  to  finish  the  course  on  September  19th,  the  day  set  for. the 
contest,  Bologna  "made  another  attempt  on  September  21st  and,  although  conditions 
were  none  too  good,  he  succeeded  in  completing  the  full  distance  at  an  average 
speed  of  107  miles  per  h®Ur.  He  was  therefore  declared  the  winner  of  the  4th 
Schneider  contest. 

The  scene  of  the  fifth  Schneider  contest  in  1921  was  also  laid  in'  Venice, 
the  date  being  September' 7th,  As  in  the  "previous  year,  Italy  had  the  race  all 
to  herself.  France  had  entered  one  pilot,  Sadi  Lecointe,  whose  macnine  was  a 
Nieuport-Delage  twin  float"' biplane,'  powered  with  a 300  h.p.  Hispano-Suiza  en- 
gine. Italy  entered  10  teams  from  which  three  defenders  were  subsequently 
chosen.  The  Italian ' entrants  were  de  Briganti  on  a Macchi  VII  flying  boat,  200 
h.p.  Isotta  Fraschini  engine;  Zanetti  on  a larger  Macchi  XIX  flying  boat,  700 
h.p.  Fiat  engine,  and  Corneglio  on  another  Macchi  (Naval)  flying  boat,  250  h.p. 
Isotta  engine. 

Unfortunately  for  French  hopes,  Lecointe,  in  a test  flight  prior  to  the 
contest,  met  with  a mishap  which  resulted  in  his  plane  being  so  badly  damaged 
that  it  could  not  be  repaired  in  time  to  participate  in  the  contest.  Of  the 
three  Italian  entrants,  de  Briganti  was  the  only  one' able  to  complete  the  course, 
and  he  averaged  a speed  of  111  miles  an  hour.  Zanetti  and  Corneglio  were  force 
to  retire',  from  the  race,  "the  former  because  of  eilgine  trouble  and  the  latter 

owing  to  exhaustion  of  his  gasoline  supply. 

The  1922  Schneider  Contest,  held  at  Naples,  Italy,  August  10th,  proved  to 
be  a very  successful  affaik.  A victory  for  Italy  would  have  resulted  in  her 
retaining  permanent  possession  of  the  Trophy,  but  this  was  not  fated  to  be,  or 
the  British  entry,  a Supermarihe  biplane  flying  boat/ fitted  with  a 450-  h.p. 

Napier  "Lion"  engine,  piloted  by  Captain  H.C.  Biard,  took  lirst  honors.  ta  y 
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was  represented  by  three  defenders,  one  Mac chi  and  two  Savoia  flying  boats,  her 
pilots  being  Passaleva,  Zr.net ti  and  Gorgolino.  All  four  machines  completed  the 
course,  Captain  Biard  completed  the  200,2  sea  miles  (13  laps)  at  an  average 
speed,  of  145.7  miles  per  hour . Passaleva,  his  nearest  competitor,  crossed  the 
finishing  line  one  minute,  8-2/5  seconds  later. 

By  virtue  of  the  British  victory  in  1922,  the  contest  the  following  year 
was  held  at  Cowes,  England,  on  September  28th.  The  course  was  186  miles,  in  5 
laps.  The  United  States,  Great  Britain,  Prance  and  Italy  entered  machines  in 
the  contest,  but  the  last  named  country  withdrew  her  entries  a few  weeks  before 
the  date  of  the  race.  Accidents  in  trial  flights  and  just  before  the  contest 
narrowed  the  field  to  four  participants,  two  American,  one  French  and  one 
British.  Lieuts.  Rittenhouse  and  Irvine,  of  the  U.S.  Navy,  won  first  and  second 
places,  respectively,  Captain  .Baird,  the  British  pilot,  being  third.  Hurel,  the 
French  entrant,  retired  from  the' race  after,  completing- the  first  lap.  Lieut. 
Rittenhouse,  in  his  Curtiss-NaVy  CR-3,  5C0  h.p.  Curtiss  D-12  engine,  averaged  a 
speed  of  177.38  miles  an  hour . Irvine ' s speed  was  173.46  and  Biard' s 151.16  mph. 

The  1924  Schneider  Contest,  scheduled  to  be  held  in' the  United  States,  was 
called  off  because  Italy  withdrew  her  entries  and  the  racing  machine  Great 
Britain  intended  entering  crashed  in  a trial  flight.  Rather  than  claim  a "fly 
over,"  America  consented  to  call  the  race  off  until  the  following  year. 

Baltimore  was  the  scene  of  the  Eighth  Schneider  Contest,  and  America  ..as 
again  the  winner.  Against  five  competitors,  Lieut.  James  H.  Doolittle,  of  the 
Army  Air  Corps,  piloting  an  Army  Curtiss  Racer,  won  easily  by  averaging  a speed 
over  the  188.86  sea  miles  (7  laps)  of  232.57  miles  an  hour.  Captain  H.  Broad, 
the  British  pilot,  flying  a Gloster  Napier  II  twin  float  biplane,  700  h.p. 

Napier  "Lion"  engine,  was  second  with  199.169  miles  per  hour,  and  de  Briganti, 
of  Italy,  with  his  Macchi  M.33  monoplane  flying  boat,  500  h.p.  Curtiss  D-12 
engine,  came  in  third  with  168.44  m.p.h.  Two  of  the  U.S.  Navy  entrants  failed 
to  finish  the  course,  Lieut.  Ofstie  retiring  on  the  sixth  lap  and  Lieut.  Cuddihy 
failing  on  the  last  lap* 

America's  second  victory  again  placed  the  scene  of  the  next  Schneider 
Trophy  Race  in  the  United  Stakes,  and  the  contest  was  held  on  November  13th  at 
Hampton  Roads,  Va.  Another  victory  for  the  United  Stakes  would  have  given  her 
permanent  possession  of  the  Trophy,  but  Italy  stepped  in  and  captured  first 
honors,  the  winning  pilot,  Major  de  Bernard!,  covering  the  distance  of  188.86 
sea  miles  (7  laps)  at  an  average  speed  of  246.496  miles  per  hour.  The  United 
States  Navy  entered  three  pilots,  Lieuts.  Cuddihy,  S chi It  and  Tomlinson.  In 
addition  to  Major  de  Bernard!,  America's  only  competitor  in  the  race,  Italy, 
entered  two  other  pilots  - Captain  A.  Ferrarin  and  Lieut.  A.  Bacula,  all  three 
piloting  Macchi  M-39  twin  float  monoplanes  fitted  with  800  h.p.  Fiat  engines. 

The  Navy  flyers  piloted  different  types  of  Curtiss  seaplanes.-  Lieut,  Schilt 
finished  second  with  an'  average  speed  of  231.363  miles  per-  hour,  and  Lieut. 

Bacula  came  in.  third  with  218  miles' per  hour Captain  Ferrarin  arid  Lieut. 

Cuddihy  were  unable  to  complete  the  ..course,-.,  the  ..former  because  of'  a broken  oil 
pipe  and  the  latter  due. to  the -failure' of  .the  gasoline  pump* 

The  year ; 1927  marked  the  -third'  time  in  its  history -that  the  Schneider  Cup 
Competition  was  held  in  Venice,  Italy  being  the  host  because  of  her  victory  the 
previous  year.  Only  Great  Britain  and  Italy  were  the  competing-  countries,  each 
being  represented  by  three  -teams.  The  competition  on  September  25th  over  the 
usual  350-kilometer  course  was  between  Flight  Lieuts.  S.N.  Kinkead,  S .N. Webster 
and  0 . E.  Worsley , representing  Great  Britain,  and  Major  de  Bernard! , Captains 
A.  Ferrarin  and  F.  Guazzetti,  representing  Italy.  None  of  the  Italian  pilots 
wase  able  to  complete  the  course,  Major  deBernardi  and  Captain  Ferrarin  retir- 
ing after  the  first  lap  because  of  engine  trouble,  and  Captain  Guazzetti,  Italy's 
last  hope,  retiring  with  engine  failure  during  the  7th  lap.  All  ©f  them  piloted 
Macchi -Fiat  M-52  twin  float  monoplanes. 

Lieut.  Kinkead,  after  going  five  laps  and  making  the  remarkable  speed  of 
289  m.p.h.  during  his  third  lap,  had  trouble  with  his  Glcster  Napier  IV,  and  was 
forced  to  retire.  Lieuts.  Webster  and  Worsley,  the  only  pilots  left  in  the 
race,  fought  it  out  to  the  end,  the  former  winning  with  an  average  speed  of 
281.656  miles  per  hour.  Worsley' s record  was  272 . 96  m.p.h.,  the  plane  he  pilot- 
ed being  a direct  drive  Supermar ine-Napi er  S.5.  'Webster  piloted  a similar  type 
monoplane,  save  that  the  propeller  was  'geared.  . 

It  having  been  agreed  in  1923  to  hold  the  Schneider  Trophy  Race  every 
second  year,  the  United  States,  Italy  and  any  ether  air-minded  countries  have 
two  years  in  which  to  make  preparations  to  wrest  the  laurels  away  from  Great 
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Britain,  for  a third  consecutive  victory  would  jive  her  permanent-- possession 
of  the  Trophy,  which,  incidentally,  would  spell  "finia1*  ■' 'for  this  famous 
seaplane  sporting  classic.  n-' h 

In  the-  light  of  past  performances,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that, 
barring  accidents,  1S31  will  see  the  6-mile  a minute  mark  over  a closed  circuit 
established,  if  not  exceeded.  . •-  .* >'•  ’"3 

0O0 . 

SECOND  BOMBARDMENT  GROUP  HAS  BUSY  MONTH 

The  Second  Bombardment  Group,  stationed  at  Langley  Field,  Va. , started  the 
winter  season  off  with  a bang  by  openin';  two  airports  and' helping  Baltimore 
celebrate  its  120 til  birthday. 

A flight  of  throe  bombers,  with  Lieut.  A.J.  Kerwin  Malone  in  command,  went 
toConnellsville,  Penna. , Sept.  7th,  to  participate  in  the  dedication  exercises 
of  the  American  Legion  Airport . The  following  week  Captain  C.E.  Rust  commanded 

a flight  of  six  bombers  which  went  to  Baltimore  to  participate  in  their 
3 esqui -Centennial  Celebration. 

On  September  21st,  Captain  Henry  Pascale  led  a flight  of  five  bombers  to 
Camden,  N.J.,  where- the  dignity  of.  these  huge  birds  was  all  that  was  needed  to 
put  the  finishing  touches  on  what  was  said  to  be  the  finest  airport  opening  of 
the  month.  The  Group  gave  an  exhibition  of  bombing  with  sacks  of  salt  dropped 
from  aoout  300  feet  altitude,  with  the  following  results: 

’Lieuts.  D.D.  Hale  and  W.J.  Veiien  placed  first  and  were  presented  with 
wrist  watches. 

Lieut.  H.W.  Beaton  and  Lieut.  G.W.  Heel  grabbed  off  the  two  second  prizes 
which  were  Gladstone  suitcases-. 

Lieuts.  W.G.  Davis  and  M.D.  Burnside  fell  into  third  place,  and  each  found 
a leather  toilet  case  in  his  lap  when  he  woke  up. 

Those  who  also  bombed  were  Captain  Pascale  with  Lieut.  Vaughn  and  Lieut. 
Tucker  with  Lieut.  Power.  Each  of  the  above,  it  is  rumored,  is  to  receive  a 
silver  pocket  flask. 

nOO" — 

TWO  MORE  MEMBERS  OF  THE.  CATERPILLAR  CLUB 

Lieut.  Thomas  S.  Power,  96th  Bombardment  Squadron,  Langley  Field,  Va. , 
not  only  joined  the.  Air  Corps,  Regular  Army,  recently,  but  also  the  Caterpil- 
lar Club.  The  story  of  his  initiation  into  the  mystic  mythical  Order  of 
Caterpillars  is  quoted  below,  as  follows: 

"I  took  off  from  Gloucester,  Va.,  at  5:55. p.m. , Wednesday,  September  11th, 
in  a Stearman  B1  plane.  Mr.  Hall  was  piloting  the  ship  and  I was  a passenger 
in  the  front  cockpit.  Mr.  Hall  did  a half  roll  with  about  110  miles  air  speed. 
We  heard  a cracking  noise  and  saw.  the  leading  edge  of  the  upper  right  wing  col- 
lapse. We  had  about  600  feet  when  Mr.  Hall  finally  righted  the  ship  and  with 
full  gun  climbed  to. 2,500  feet  and  headed  for  Langley  Field.  The  fabric  kept 
ripping  off  on  the  way  over  and  finally  the  entire  cover  came  off  and  the  ship 
fell  into  a power  spin,  I bailed  out  first  and  then  Mr.  Hall  followed.  Both 
of  us  had  on  Irving  Chutes  and  landed  without  any.  trouble." 

- oOo . 

MANEUVERS  AT  25,000  FEET 

Lieuts.  K. J.  Gregg  and  I.  A.  Woodring,  attached  to  the  95th  Pursuit 
Squadron,  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.,  climbed  to  an  altitude  of  five 
miles  above  San  Diego  the  week  of  September  28th,  and  there  engaged  in  a series 
of  maneuvers  at  an  altitude  of  25,000  feet.  Before  going  aloft,  Lieuts.  Gregg 
and  Woodring  donned  heavy  leather  hair-lined  flying  suits  and  wool-lined  moc- 
casins, and  equipped  themselves  with  oxygen  tanks.  At  an  altitude  of  nearly 
five  miles  above  the  city  they  struck  temperatures  below  freezing  and  reported 
they  were  chilly  despite  the  heavy  clothing;  The  altitude  test  was  made  in 
two  P-12  pursuit  planes,  with  motors  equipped  with  special  altitude  adjust- 
ments and  built  to  maneuver  several  miles  aloft. 
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EXTENDED  GROSS- COUNTRY  PLIGHTS  FOR  ADVANCED  PLYING-  -STUDENTS 

Prior  to  the  graduation  on  October  12th  of  the  class  attending  the  Advanced 
Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  extended  cross-country  flights  were  made  by 
the  different  specialised  sections  thereof. 

The  Bombardment  Section  was  the  first  to  make  the  flight  to  El  Paso,  Texas. 
Under  the  command  of  Lieut.  J.W.  Monahan,  the  flight  departed  on  September  3rd 
with  18  students  and  two  instructors,  in  12  planes.  They  remained  one  day  at 
El  Paso  and  returned  to  Kelly  Field  on  September  5th. 

The  Attack  Section,  consisting  of  18  students,  in  charge  of  Lieuts.  Carr, 

St.  John  and  Pennington,  cleared  from  Kelly  Field  on  the  morning  of  September 
22nd  for  the  longest  cross-country  flight  participated  in  by  students  of  the 
Advanced  Flying  School.  This  flight,  which  utilized  12  Aa3  Attack  planes,  spent 
the  first  night  at  Fort  Crockett,  Texas.  The  section  was  the  guest  of  a group 
of  citizens  of  the  City  of  Shreveport,  La.,  on  the  night  of  the  23rd.  The  next 
leg  of  the  flight  was  from  Shreveport  to  Fort  Sill,  Okla. , where  the  night  was 
spent.  The  "hop"  to  El  Paso  was  made  on  the  24th,  and  one  day  was  spent  at  Fort 
Bliss.  The  Section  returned  to  Kelly  Field  on  the  afternoon  of  Sept.  27th. 

The  first  half  of  the  Observation  Section  left  Kelly  Field  for  El  Paso  on 
the  morning  of  September  27th.  It  consisted  of  16  Cadets  with  Lieut.  H.A.  Moore 
in  charge.  They  returned  to  Kelly  Field  on  September  29th.  The  second  half  of 
the  Observation  Section,  consisting  of  16  student  officers,  flew  to  El  Paso  on 
October  1st.  Lieuts.  Talbot  and  Weyland  were  in  charge  of  the  flight.  The  re- 
turn was  made  on  October  3rd. 

The  first  extended  cross-country  flight  of  the  Pursuit  Section  left  Kelly 
Field  on  September  22nd  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Cannon.  This  flight  of  19 
students  in  19  P-1  Pursuit  planes  stopped  at  Dallas  and  Muskogee  and  spent  that 
night  at  Fort  Sill.  The  next  day  the  flight  proceeded  to  El  Paso  after  stopping 
at  Midland,  Texas,  for  gas.  The  return  flight  to  Kelly  Field  was  made  on 
September  25th. 

On  September  28th,  18  students  of  the  Pursuit  Section,  in  P-l’s,  cleared 
for  Fort  Sill,  by  way  of  Dallas,  Texas,  and  Muskogee,  Okla.  This  flight  was  in 
charge  of  Lieut.  J.  S.  Griffith.  They  followed  the  same  itinerary  as  the  first 

flight  and  returned  to  Kelly  Field  from  El  Paso  on  October  1st. 

The  Pursuit  Section  dispatched  15  Pursuit  students  and  three  instructors 
to  Fort  Sill  on  the  morning  of  October  3rd.  The  flight  leader  was  1st  Lieut. 
Dale  G-affney.  The  first  night  was  spent  at  Fort  Sill,  and  on  October  4th  the 

..flight  proceeded  to  El  Paso.  They  returned  to  Kelly  Field  on  October  6th. 

oOo ' 

NIGHT  FLYING-  FOR  ADVANCED  SCHOOL  STUDENTS 

The  Bombardment  students  of  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly.  Field,  Texas, 
completed  their  night  flying  on  September  30th.  With  the  closing  of  this  phase 
of  flying  in  that  Section,  all  students  in  the  class  completed  night  flying,  in- 
cluding a . short  cross-country  flight.  The  students  in  Bombardment  and  Observa- 
tion averaged  about  two  hours  each.  Pursuit  students  had  three  hours,  while 
those  in  the  Attack  Section  averaged  six  hours. 

oOo • • : 

KELLY  FIELD  PILOTS  ATTEND  FUNERAL  OF  T.A.T.  FLYER. 

Six  airplanes  from  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  flew  over  the  cemetery  at  New  . 
Braunfels,  Texas,  on  September  12th,  as  Edwin  A.  Dietel1 s body  was  lowered  to 
its  last  resting  place.  Lieut.  Dietel  was  graduated  -from  the  Advanced  Flying 
School  on  February  26,  1929,  as  a Bombardment  pilot.  He  accept-ed  a position 
with  the  Transcontinental  Air  Transport  upon  graduation.  Lieut.  Dietel  .was 
junior  pilot  of  the  ill-fated  "City  of  San  Francisco"  when  it  crashed. 

oOo 

RECORD  FLYING  TIME  FOR  KELLY  FIELD 

Aided  by  ideal  flying  weather,  without  the  loss  of  a day  during  the  month 
of  August,  a record  of  -6,207  hours  and  40  minutes  was  made  by  Kelly  Field  pilots. 
This  is  the  greatest  number  of  hours  ever  recorded  at  Kelly  Field  .for  one  month 
since  the  World  War.  There  is  a record  at  Kelly  Field  of  over  1,0Q0  hours  for 
one  day  in  1918. 
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In  August,  the  Pursuit  Section  of  the  Advanced  Flying  School  had  a total  of 
2,516  hours  and  50  minutes;  the  Attack  Section,  1048  hours,  50  minutes;  the 
Observation  Section,  1207  hours,  20  minutes,  and  the  Bombardment  Section,  1050 
hours,  25  minutes.  Miscellaneous  flying  time  recorded  during  the  month,  mostly 
by  the  68th  Service  Squadron,  amounted  to  384  hours  and  15  minutes.  Student 
pilots'  time  was  4,253  hours,  40  minutes,  and  student  observers'  time  brought 
the  total  up  to  5,105  hours,  10  minutes. 

Second.  Lieut.  Denas  T.  Craw  led  the  pilots  with  a total  of  91  hours  and  25 
minutes.  Second  Lieut.  G-.J.  Eppright  was  second  with  78  hours  and  15  minutes. 

oOo 

DEATH  OF  CAPTAIN  C.  P.  CLARK 

Captain  Charles  P.  Clark,  Air  Corps,  of  Langley  Field,  Va. , was  killed  on 
September  19tli  at  a point  two  miles  northeast  of  Big  Bethel,  Va. , when  the  0-11 
airplane  in. which  he  was  flying  with. Major  Henry  J.F.  Miller,  pilot,  overturn- 
ed in  a marsh  following  a forced  landing.  Captain  Clark  was  a passenger  and, 
with  Major  Miller,  was  performing  a flight  mission  in  connection  with  the 
Tactical  School  of  which  both  officers  were  students. 

'The  fatal  flight  had  lasted  but  20  minutes  when  the  pilot  noticed  the  motor 
warming  up  above  the  safety  point.  He  opened  the  shutters  but  the  motor  kept 
overheating,  and  a moment  later  it  froze  and  a quick  descent  had  to  be  made. 
Major  Miller  saw  a field  in  which  he  thought  he  could  bring  the  plane  to  safety, 
but  upon  landing  the  ground  proved  to  be  marshy  and  covered  with  high  grass.  The 
plane ‘plowed  through  the  mud  and  grass  for  about  forty  feet  and  then  quickly 
turned  over  on  its  back,  pinning  the  head  of  the  passenger  against  the  gun  mount. 
Major  Miller  was  badly  shaken  up  but  otherwise  unhurt. 

The  marsh  where  the  airplane  landed  had  been  considered  by  many  aviators  as 
a prospective  landing  field  in  case  of  trouble,  but  it  was  not  until  after  the 
accident  that  they  realized  the  field  was  in  fact  only  a large  swamp  camouflaged 
by  a thick  growth  of  grass. 

Observers  of  the  accident  stated  that  the  plane  was  too  low  over  the  wooded 
country  to  hazard  a parachute  jump  when  the  glide  to  earth  started.  Major  Mille 
expressed  great  regret  that  he  did  not  risk  a parachute  jump  or  at  least  order 
his  passenger  to  jump  when  the  motor  went  dead,  but  veteran  flyers  declared  that 
he  did  the  most  expedient  thing  under  the  circumstances. 

After  the  accident,  Major  Miller,  although  dazed  by  the  crash,  had  to  walk 
over  two  miles  to  find  a telephone  to  send  in  a report  of  the  accident  to 
Langley  Field.  An  ambulance  was  sent  to  the  scene  of  the  crash  immediately. 

Captain  Clark  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  efficient  officers  in  the 
Army.  Until  recently  he  was  personnel  adjutant  of  Langley  Field.  He  commanded 
the  19th  Airship  Company  for  some  time.  Captain  Clark  had  been  all  over  the 
world  and  has  spent  considerable  time  in  the  Orient.  He  was  well  acquainted 
with  Oriental  politics  which  made  him  a specially  qualified  officer  in  the  Army. 
He  was  also  an  expert  on  military  law.  Captain  Clark  held  the  rating  of  Air- 
ship Pilot  and  Balloon  Observer.  For  his  service  in  the  World  War  he  was 
awarded  the  French  Croix  de  Guerre.  Entering  the  military  service  in  1917  as  a 
Lieutenant  of  the  Field  Artillery,  he  was  sent  to  France,  where  he  served  with  - 
distinction.  On  July  1,  1920,  he  was  appointed  a Captain  in  the  Regular  Army, 
and  was  subsequently  transferred  to  the  Air  Corps.  He  received  his  lighter- 
than-air  training  at  the  Balloon  and  Airship  School  at  Scott  Field,  111. 

'While  in  command  of  the  19th  Airship  Company  at  Langley  Field  he  landed  one 
of  the  large  dirigibles  on  the  roof  of  the  Newport  ..Hews  High  School,  and  was 
also  successful  in  taking  a man  from  a steamer  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  landing  the 
airship  on  the  deck. 

Captain  Clark  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  two  little  daughters,  Misses 
Bettie  Jane  Clark  and  Marian  Clark.  Officers  of  Langley  Field  stated  that  Capt. 
Clark  was  an  authority  on  lighter-than-air  aviation,  and  his  death  was  regarded 
as  removing  from 'the  service  one  of  its  ablest  men. 

- — oOo 

LIEUT.  REDMAH  LOSES  LIFE  IN  AIRPLANE  ACCIDENT 

G-eneral  Orders  No.  8,  Hqrs.  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  Fairfield,  Ohio,  Sept.  24, 
1929,  issued  by  Major  H.H.  Arnold,  the  Commanding  Officer,  reads  as  follows: 

"1.  It  is  with  great  regret  that  I announce  the  death  of  First  Lieutenant 
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Mark  H.  Redman,  Air  Corps,  who  died  as  a result  of  an  airplane  accident  at 
this  station  on  September  22-,.-  .1929 Lieutenant  Redman  was  born  in  Tama,  Iowa, 
on  September  15,  1895,  and' entered  the  service  as  a Private  in  the  Aviation 
Section -of  the  Signal  Corps  oil  April  15,  1917.  During  the  World  War  he  quali- 
died  as  both  a pilot  and  observer  and  gave  very  valuable  service  to  the  govern- 
ment as  an  Instructor  in  the  Observers'  School  at  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma. 

Lieutenant  Redman  was  commissioned  in  the  Regular  establishment  of  the 
Army  as  Second  Lieutenant  on  July  1,  1920,  and  was  later  promoted  to  the  grade 
of  First  Lieutenant.  Early  in  his  military  career,  he  became  interested  in  the 
use  of  radio  as  applied  to  aircraft.  As  the  use  of  the  airplane  became  more 
general,  the  many  varied  uses  of  radio  in  conjunction  with  aerial  operations 
became  apparent  to  him,  and  he  concentrated  his  activities  along  that  line. 

During  his  service  of  four  years  at  McCook  Field,  he  conducted  hundreds  of  air 
tests  on  many  kinds  of  radio  apparatus,  and  was  instrumental  in  securing  data 
which  contributed  to  the  development  of  the  radio  beacon,  the  wireless  con- 
trolled automobile  and  the  wireless  controlled  airplane. 

Lieutenant  Redman's  service  has  been  marked  by  extreme  loyalty,  rigid  at- 
tention to  duty,  ardent  enthusiasm  towards  all  phases  of  aviation  and  an  ever, 
present  spirit  of  cooperation.  The  Air  Corps  and  the  United  States  Army  have 
lost  a valuable  officer,  and  it  is  desired  to  express  the  heartfelt  sympathy 
of  all  the  members  of  this  command  to  his  widow  and  family." 

o0o--~ 

WAR  DEPARTMENT  ORDERS  AFFECTING  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS 

Changes  of  Station:  Captain  Horace  N.  Heisen  from  Fort  Crockett,  Texas, 
to  Hawaiian  Department,  sailing  from  San  Francisco  about  November  6th'. 

1st  Lieut  James  T.  Curry,  Jr.,  from  Fort  Crockett,.  Texas,  to  Langley  Field, 
Va. , for  duty  as  student  at  Air  Corps  Tactical  School. 

1st  Lieut.  Nathan  F.  Twining,  March  Field,  to  Hawaiian  Department,  sailing 
from  San  Francisco  about  Feb.  7,  1930. 

Captain  Aubrey  I Eagle,  Langley  Field,  relieved  from  observation  and 
treatment  at  Walter  Reed  General  Hospital.  . 

1st  Lieut.  Win.  B.  Clarke,  March  Field,  to  Hawaiian  Department,  sailing 
from  San  Francisco  January  4,  1930.  Previous  orders  revoked. 

1st  Lieut.  John  P.  Hodges,  Langley  Field,  to  Air  Corps  Technical  School, 
Chanute  Field,  for  duty  as  student. 

2nd  Lieut.  Robert  L.  Easton,  Mitchel  Field,  to  Panama  Canal  Department, 
sailing  from  New  York  about  September  27,  1929. 

1st  Lieut.  Raymond  R.  Brown,  upon  relief  from  duty  in  Hawaiian  Department, 
to  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. , for  duty  with  Organized  Reserves,  4th  Corps  Area. 

Upon  completion  of  present  course  of  instruction  at  Primary  Flying  School, 
March  Field.,  Calif.,  2nd  Lieut.  Minton  W.  Kaye  to  Advanced  School,  Kelly  Field. 

1st  Lieut.  John  M.  Clark,  Kelly  Field,  to  Fairfield,  Ohio,  Air  Depot. 

1st  Lieut.  Harold  A.  Bartron,  Fairfield,  Ohio,  Air  Depot,  to  Kelly  Field. 

Reserve  Officers  to  active  duty  until  June  30,  1930;  2nd  Lieut  Dean  Bryan 
Belt,  Thornville,  Ohio,  to  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma. 

2nd  Lieuts.  Bayard  Bernard  Borden  and  Mitchell  Petrick  Borden,  New  Orleans, 
La.,  to  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 

2nd  Lieut.  John  Gordon  Fowler,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  to  Selfridge  Field, Mich. 

2nd  Lieut.  William  Harvey  Thomas,  Elwood  City,  Pa.,  to  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 

2nd  Lieut.  Andrew  Jackson  Lanier,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  2nd  Lieut.  Frank 
Bailey  Stuart,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  to  Fort  Crockett,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut.  Joseph  Lee  Thomson,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  to  Dodd  Field,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut.  Percy  Osborne  Brewer,  San  Jose,  Calif.,  to  Crissy  Field, Calif. 

2nd  Lieut.  Yirgll  Durst  Westbrook,  San  Clemente,  Calif.,  to  Rockwell  Field. 

2nd  Lieut.  Horace  Hudson  White,  Springfield,  Mass. , to  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 

2nd  Lieut.  Murl  Estes,  Logan,  Mo. , to  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 

Captain  George  Caldwell  Furrow,  Bristol,  Tenn. , to  Wright  Field,  Ohio. 

Detailed  to  Air  Coras  and  to  Primary  Flying  School  for  Training:  Captain 
Lowell  M.  Riley,  Field  Artillery,  to  Brooks  Field,  October  15th. 

Relieved  from  detail  to  the  Air  Corps:  2nd  Lieut.  Gustavus  W.  West  to 
Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  for  duty  as  student , -.Cavalry  School. 

2nd  Lieut.  James  A.  Channon  to  Field  Art.,  2nd  Div. , Fort  Sam  Houston, Tex. 

1st  Lieut.  Clarence  R.  Farmer  (Inf.)  to  Fort  D.A.  Russell,  Wyoming. 

2nd  Lieut.  Charles  P.  Bixei  to  1st  Cavalry  Division,  Fort  Bliss,  Texas. 
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2nd  Lieut.  James  E.  Totten  to , .L6th—Iri  f an t ry , Fort  Wadsworth,  N.Y. 

Transfers  : Captain.  Frederic  B.  Wieners  rta  JEnfantry , rank  From.  Bo-v . 17,1928. 
Promotions : Captain  Laurence  F.  Stone'  to  Major,  rank  from  Aug.  28,  1S29. 

1st  Lieut . Arthur  J.  Me Ians on  to  Captain,  rank  from  August  31,  1929. 

2nd  Lieut.  Luther  S.  Smith  to  1st  Lieut.,  rank  from  August  23,  1929. 


2nd  Lieut.  Robert  W.  Harper  to  1st  Lieut..,  rank  from  August  31,  1929. 
2nd  Lieut.  Howard  McM.  Turner  to  1st  Lieut.,  rank  from  August  31,  1929. 
Resignations : 1st  Lieut.  Frank'  Morton  McKee. 

1st  Lieut.  Ernest  Wykeham  Dichman 
2nd  Lieut.  Bernard  Cecil  Rose. 

— -oOo 


ADVANCED  FLYING  SCHOOL  GRADUATES  ITS  LARGEST  CLASS 


Members  of  the  largest  class  of  flying  students  (119)  to  graduate  from  tho 
Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  since  the  termination  of  the  war, 
received  their  wings  on  graduation  day,  October  12th.  The  class  which  graduated 
on  June  22nd  last  numbered  103  students,  while  the  classes  graduating  in  Febru- 
ary, 1929,  and  October,  1928,  numbered  85  and  63,  respectively.  It  will  thus  be 
noted  that  on  October  12th  the  Air  Corps,  within  a period  of  16  months,  gradu- 
ated a total  of  370  qualified  airplane  pilots. 

This  progressive  trend  in  the  number  of  students  graduating  from  the  Ad- 
vanced Flying  School  indicates  not  only  that  a superior  class  of  students  are 
now  entering  same  but  that  constant  improvements  are  being  effected  in  methods 
of  training  at  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center. 

Normally,  the  graduation  of  the  October  class  occurs  during  the  last  week 
of  that  month.  Excellent  weather  conditions  at  Kelly  Field  during  the  past  sum- 
mer, however,  made  it  possible  to  complete  the  flying  training  schedule  se-veral 
weeks  sooner.  The  early  graduation  date  will  give  the  new  incoming  class  of 
the  Advanced  Flying  School  extra  time  in. which  to  complete  the  course.  It  is 
considered  that  this  extra  time  will  prove  very  advantageous  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  it  will  aid  in  filling  gaps  in  the  flying  schedule  caused  by  unfavor- 
able weather  conditions  naturally  to  be  expected  during  the  winter  months. 

Among  the  119  students  scheduled  to  graduate , 47  are  2nd  Lieutenants  of  the 
Regular  Army  who  graduated  from  the  United  States  Military  Academy  in  June, 1923, 
this  number  constituting  slightly  over  55fo  of  the  85  West  Point  graduates  who 
were  detailed  to  the  Army  Air  Corps  for  flying  training.  In  due  course  of  t ime 
these  47  pilot  graduates  will  be  transferred  to  the  Air  Corps,  Regular  Army. 

All  but  one  of  the  remaining  73  graduates  received  their  training  under 
the  status  of  Flying  Cadet,  the  exception  being  Master  Sergeant  John  L.  Waugh, 
who  received  his  flying  training  under  his  noncommissioned  officer  status.  All 
of  these  graduates  will  be  commissioned  as  2nd  Lieutenants  in  the  Air  Corps 
Reserve,  and  57  of  them  will  be  assigned  to  active  duty  under  their  Reserve  Com- 
mission until  the  end  of  this  fiscal  year,  June  30,  1950. 

The  names  of  the  graduates  are  given  below,  as  follows: 

2nd  Lieutenants.  Regular  Army.  Station  assignment 


Albert  Lea  Alexander,  Jr. 
Forrest  Gordon  Allen, 

Alvord  Van  Patten  Anderson 
Frederick  Lewis  Anderson, Jr. 
Samuel  Egbert  Anderson 
George  Raymond  Biefang 
Bryant  LeMaire  Boatner 
Samuel  Robert  Brentnall 
Harold  Brown 
James  Wilson  Brown,  Jr, 
Joseph  Arthur  Bulger 
Howard  Graham  Bunker, 

Frank  Jerdone  Coleman 
Robert  James  Dwyer 
Frank  Fort  Everest 
Nathan  Bedford  Forrest,  Jr, 
Chari e s Grant  Goodrich , 
Norris  Brown  Harbold 
Robert  S.  Israel 
Paul  Ha.rol&  Johnston 


Corps  of  Engineers 

Infantry 

Cavalry 

Cavalry- 

Coast  Artillery  Corps 
Field  Artillery 
Field  Artillery 
Field  Artillery 
Infantry 
Infantry 

Coast  Artillery  Corps 
Coast  Artillery  Corps 
Signal  Corps 
Field  Artillery 
Field  Artillery 
Ca\ralry 

Field  Artillery 
Field  Artillery 
Field  Artillery 
Coast  Artillery 
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Pope  Field,  Fort  Bragg, NO 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 

I! 


Self  ridge  Field,  Midi, 


Rockwell  Field,  Calif. 
Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 
Rockwell  Field,  Calif. 
Self ridge  Field,  Mich. 
Rockwell  Field,  Calif. 
Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 
Fort  Crockett,  Texas. 
Rockwell  Field,  Calif. 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 
Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 
Rockwell  Field,  CaIif . 
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August  Walter  Kissner 
Ralph  Edward  Koon 
Stuart  Glover  McLennan 
Alfred  Rockwood  Maxwell 
Arthur  William  Meehan 
John  Stewart  Mills 
J ohn  J o r dan  - Mo  r r ow 
George  Warren  Man&y 
John  Thomas  Martha,  Jr. 
Thayer  Stevens  Olds 
James  Francis ' Olive,  Jr 
Roger  Maxwell  Raney 
Allen  Wilson  Reed 
John  Alexander  Samford 
LaVerne  George  Saunders 
Edgar  A.  Sirmyer , Jr. 
Prank  Le^oy  Skeldon 
George  Per row  Smith 
Thomas  Webster  Steed 
Robert  Prederick  Tate 
Robert  K.  Taylor 
Robert  P.  Travis 
William  Henry  Tanner 
Robert  William  Warren 
Harry  Edgar  Wilson- 
Roscoe  Charles  Wilson 
Emmett  Pelix  Yost,  2nd, 


Infantry 

Cavalry 

Field  Artillery 

Coast  Artillery  Corps 

Infantry 

Pield  Artillery 

Coast  Artillery  Corps 

Pield  Artillery 

Infantry 

Coast  Artillery  Corps 

Infantry 

ii 

n 

Field  Artillery  r 

Infantry 

h 

I! 

II 

II 

Cavalry 

Infantry 

Pield  Artillery 

ii 

Infantry 

' H 

Field  Artillery 
Infantry 


Mitchel  Pield,  IT. Y. 

it 

Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 
Rockwell  Pield,  Calif. 
Selfridge  Pield,  Mich. 
Rockwell  Pield,  Calif. 
Mitdiel  Field,  N.Y. 
Port  Crockett,  Texas. 
Mitchel  Pield,  N.Y. 
Self ridge  Pield,  Mich. 
Mitchel  Field,  IT. Y. 

Selfridge  Pield,  Mich. 

ii 

Fort  Crockett,  Texas. 
Rockwell  Pield,  Calif. 
Selfridge  Pield,  Mich. 
Port  Crockett,  Texas. 
Self ridge  Field,  Mich. 
Mitchel  Pield,  IT. Y, 

Port  Crockett,  Texas. 

n 

Mitchel  Pield,  N.Y. 

Ro clave  11  Pield,  Calif. 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 
Selfridge  Pield,  Mich. 
Mitchel  Pield,  N.Y. 
Self ridge  Pield,  Mich. 


•Plying  Cadets  who  accepted  active,  duty  as  Reserve  Officers 


Richard  J.  French, 
Harry  W.  Howze , 
Edward  W.  Anderson 
William  W.  Caldwell 
Ivan  L.  Farman 
William  Groen,  Jr.  ■ 
Cyril  Ohappellet 
Winslow  C,  Morse 
Wm.  J.  Clinch,  Jr. 
Elder  Pat te son 
Kenneth  R.Crosher 
Clarence  C. Mitchell 


Patsburg,  Ala. 
Texarkana,  Ark. 
Long  Beach, Calif. 
Oakland,  Calif. 
Oakland , Calif. 
Whittier,  Calif. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Quincy,  Calif. 

San  Diego,  Calif. 
Pasadena,  Calif. 

San  Jose,  Calif. 


Maurice  W.  Judd,  Rising  City,  Neb. 


E.  T.  Mac Arthur,  Jr. Boulder,  Colorado 
George  B.  McLellan  West  Palm  Beach, Fla. 


Harold  L.  Mace 
Albert  W.  Shepherd 
John  K . Gerhart 
Clyde  F.  West 
Donald  H.  Baxter 
W.  R.  Whitmore 
Jesse  Auton 
John  C.  Covington 
John  P.  Ryan 
H.  H.  Van  Auken 
Louis  A.  Vaupre 
Robert  0.  Cork 
Wm.  A.  Schulgen 
Robert  W.  Goetz 
Norman  Lee  Barr 
Louis  E.  Massie 


Lake  Helen,  Pla. 
Columbus , Ga. 
Chicago.,  111. 
Lockport , 111. 
Lafayette,  Ind. 
-Wichita,  Kansas. 
Demossville,  'Ey. 
Richmond,  Ky. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Albion,  Mich. 
Kalamaz  o o , Mi ch . 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Traverse  City, Mich, 
St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Boyle,  Miss. 
Summerville,  Mo.  . 


John  W.  Egan, 

Desmond  S.  Shipley 
William  C.  Mills 
William  M.  Prince 
Herbert  H.  Te liman 
Edward  L.  Anderson 
©art is  E.  LeMay 
William  R.  Morgan 
Wilfred  L.  Beatie 
LeRoy  B.  Shidler 
Francis  H.  Griswold 
Robert  S.  Macrum 
Charles  L.Munroe , Jr. 
Casper  P.  West 
L.  0.  Ryan 
P.  G.  Meisenholder 
William  L.  Kennedy 
Robert  K.  Urban 
Daniel  W.  Jenkins 
Hernan  C.  West 
James  P.  Newberry 
Daniel  B.  White 
James  H.  Roe 
Joseph  W.  Baylor 
Robert  W.  Burns 
Sidney  J.  Nelson 
Clarence  I.  Hegy 
Samuel  0.  Redetzke 
William  Charles  Dolan 


Flying  Cadets  who  did  not  accent  active  duty  as  Reserve 


Philip  T.  Durfee 
P.  E.  Warrington 
Norman  B.  Olsen 
Robert  S.  Butler 
H.  I.  Henderson 


Pasadena, Calif. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Chicago,  111. 

Des  Moines,  Iowa 
Colony,  Kansas 


Louis  M.  Rawlins, Jr. Baltimore,  Md. 


Arthur  G.  Woodley 
William  J.  Pry 
Prapcis  H.  Goetz 
Roy  T,  Wright 
Lawrence  H.  Heral 
Mr . Sgt . J ohn  L . Waugh 
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New  York  City 
New  York  City 
Mooresville , IT.  C. 
Laukinburg , N.C. 
New  Salem,  N.D. 
Glendale,  Ohio. 

C o lumbus , Ohio. 
Hinton,  Oklahoma 
Oregon  City, Ore. 
Marianna , Penna . 
Erie,  Penna. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Ben  Avon,  Penna. 
Greenville,  S . C. 
Elk  Point,  S.D. 
Vermillion,  S.D. 
Beaumont , Texas . 
Abilene,  Texas. 
Floydada,  Texas. 
Hamilton,  Texas. 
San  Antonio,  Tex. 
San  Antonio,  Tex. 
Spokane,  Wash. 
Bluef ield,  W.  Va. 
Eau  Claire,  Wis. 
Madison,  Wis. 
Hartford,  Wis. 
Wausau,  Wis. 
Superior,  Wis. 
Officers 

Wollaston,  Mass. 
Self ridge  Fid. ,Mch 
St , Paul , Minn. 
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LIEUTENANT  DICHMAN  RESIGNS 
By  A.  M.  Jacobs,-.  ••  ■ 

r*  r . r : : •*./  • - ’ . • 

Hie  Air  Corps  loses  a vailable  offieer  in  Lieutenant  E.W.  Dichman,  who  ten- 
dered his  resignation  from  the  Army  to  become  chief  engineer  of  the  Fairchild 
Aviation  Corporation,  a subsidiary  of  the  Aviation  Corporation  of  Delaware,  sit- 
uated at  Farmingdale,  Long  Island.  Lieutf.  Dichman  first  came  to  McCook  Field, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  in  1918,  and  has  been  a prominent  figure  in  the  picturesque  avia- 
tion development'"  which  took  place  there  in  the  past  decade. 

Born  in  New  York  City  in  1892,  he  received  his.  early  education  in  that 
city,  finishing  high  school  in  St.  Helena,  Calif.  He  then  attended  the  Univer- 
sity of  California  at  Berkeley,  graduating  with  the  degree  of 'Bachelor  of 
Science  in  electrical  engineering.  In  the  summer  that  followed,  he  worked  at 
powep  house  and  substation  construction  about  San  Francisco  Bay.  In  November, 
1914,  he  joined  the  forces  of  the  Naval  Radio  Laboratory  at  Mre  Island, Calif., 
remaining  there  for  one  year.  He  then  came  east  in  the  capacity  of  test  engin- 
eer for  the  General  Electric  Company,  remaining  with  them  in  Schenectady  and 
Pittsfield  until  November,  1916.  His  next  assignment  was  with  the  foreign  de- 
partment of  the  General  Electric  Company,  with  his  territory  first  in  Cuba  and 
the  Nest  Indies  and  later  in  Brazil  and  the  Argentine. 

In  November,'  1917,  Lieut.  Dichman  enlisted  in  the  Aviation  Section  of  the 
Signal  Corps  and  was  called  to  duty  at  Fort  Wood,  New  York,  before  being  sent 
to  Toronto,  Canada,  for  C-round  School  training.  He  received  his  flying  train- 
ing at  Hicks,  Texas,  completing  same  in  February,  1918.  He  was  then  ordered 
to  Mitchel  Field’,  New  York,  in  preparation  for  foreign  service.  After  serving 
two  months  at  that  field  he  was  sent  to  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology  to  pursue  a course  in  aeronautical  engineering  and  airplane  design.  In 
September,  1918,  he  was  ordered  to  McCook  Field  and  remained  in  Dayton  for  one 
month.  He  was  then  selected  for  overseas  duty  in  connection  with  the  securing 
of  certain  technical  information  concerning  the  development  of  the  military 
airplane.  He  sailed  in  October,  1918,  landing  in  Liverpool  and  arriving  in 
Paris  on  the  date  of  the  signing  of  the  Armistice.  He  returned  to  the  United 
States  soon  after. 

His  old  position  with  the  General  Electric  Company  was  still  open  to  him, 
but  Lieut.  Dichman  had  become  greatly  interested  in  aviation  and  decided  to 
remain  with  the  Army.  He  came  back  to  McCook  Field  in. February,  1919,  engaging 
in  technical  work  and  holding  various  positions  with  the  Engineering  Division. 

He  was  in  charge  for  a time  of  Static  Testing  and  of  the  Structures  and  Aero-  ..  r , 
dynamics  Branch.  Later  he  became  Chief  of  the  Airplane  Branch  and  also  at 
various  times  acted  as  Chief  Engineer  of  the- Division!  He  was  responsible  for 
the  engineering  and  planning  of  the  airplane  for  the  Transcontinental  Non-Stop 
Flight  of  Lieut s.  Kelly  and  Macready  in  Mayj  1923.  With  Lieut.  Erik  H.  Nelson 
he  selected  and  developed  the  planes  for  the  Around- the-World  Flight,  acting  as 
the  representative  of  the  Army  at  the  Douglas  Company* s plant  in  Santa  Monica, 
Calif.  In  the  past  two  years  he  has  specialized  in  the  development  of  bom- 
bardment and  transport  planes  for  the  Air  Corps. 

Besides  his  engineering  work,  Lieut.  Dichman  contributed  numerous  technical 
articles  to.  magazines,  and  he  recently  completed  a book,  entitled  "This  Aviation 
Business,"  in  which  with  humor  and  insight  he  attempts  to  dispel  the  supersti- - 
tions  surrounding  this  industry,  giving  the  layman  a.  true  picture  of  conditions 
as  they  really  exist.  He  is  a member  of  a subcommittee  on  aerodynamics  for  the 
National  Advisory  Committee  for  Aeronautics  and  was. a. member  of  the  committee 
on  the  first  safety  code  for  aviation.  He  is  .also  a director  of  the  Aeronautic- 
al Research  Council,  a consulting  aeronautical  engineering  organization. 

Lieut.  Dichman 1 s place  will  be  difficult  to  fill  in  the  Materiel  Division, 
and  he  will  be  greatly  missed  by  the  brother  officers  with  whom  he  has-been  so 
long  associated  In  the  service. 

— —dGo— — ■ ..... 

LIEUT.  SUTTON  AWARDED  THE  MCKAY  TROPHY 

The  Clarence  H.  Mackay  Trophy  for  1928  was .presented  to  Lieut.  Harry  A. 
Sutton,  of  the  Air  Corps  Reserve,  by  the-  Secretary  of  War  on  the  morning  of 
October  14th,  at  Bolling  Field,  D.C.  Attending  the  ceremony  were  the  Hon. 

F.  Trubee  Davison,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  for  Aeronautics;  Major-General 
James  E.  Fechet , Chief  ,of  the  Air  Corps,,  and  a formation  of  officers  and  : 
enlisted. men  stationed  at  Bolling  Field. 
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Senator  Hiram  Bingham,  as  President  of.  the  National  Aeronautic  Association, 
which  Body  is  the  custodian  of  the  Trophy,  turned  it  over  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  Hon.  James  W.  Good,  with  the  following,  words : 

11  Hie  National  Aeronautic  Association,  of  which  I have  the  honor  to  he 
President,  is  pleased  to  announce  on  this  important  occasion  that  the  Mackay 
Trophy,  of  which  the  Association  is  custodian,  lias  been  awarded  to  Lieut.  Harry 
A.  Sutton,  now  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  Reserves.  . 

The  Trophy  was  presented-  by  Mr.  Clarence  H.  Mackay  to  the  Aero  Club  of 
America,  the  predecessor  of  the  National  Aeronautic  Association,  and  is  awarded 
annually  to  the  Army  Air  Corps  officer  or  officers  for  the  most  meritorious 
flight  or  flights  of  the  year.  The  Trophy  was  first  awarded  in  1912  to  Lieut. 

(now  Major)  H.H.  Arnold,  of  the  Air  Corps,  and  has  been  awarded  continuously 
since  that  date  with  the  exception  of  two  years  due  to  the  World  War. 

A significant  feature  of  this  award  is  that  this  year  it  does  not  go  to  a 
pilot  or  group  of  pilots  who  have  qualified  for  it  through  long-distance  flight 
projects.  Prom  the  public  standpoint,  Lieut.  Sutton’s  work;'  which  earned  him 
this  award,  was  not  spectacular,  not  sensational  and.  did  .'not  command  the  front 
pages  of  the  newspapers,  or,  in  fact,  any  pages,  because,  it  was  a type  of  work 
that  only  those  deeply  engaged  in  the  science  and  profession  of  aeronautics 
could  understand  and  appreciate. 

Nevertheless,  by  his  deeds,  Lieut.  Sutton  has  made  an  enormous  contribution 
to  the  advancement  of  the  airplane  both  as  a military  weapon  and  as  a vehicle 
for  commerce,  sport  and  recreation.  That  few  remaining  hazards  existed  in  air- 
craft up  to  the  time  Lieut.  Sutton  performed  his  work,,  now  have  been  eliminated 
through  .this  officer’s  perseverance,  skill  and  love  of  the  profession  to  which 
he  dedicated  his  life's  endeavors.  V 

Mr.  Secretary,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  formally  turn  over  to  you  the 
Mackay  Trophy  for  presentation  to  Lieut.  Sutton." 

The  Trophy  was  then  presented  on  behalf  of  the  War  Department  to  Lieut. 

Sutton  by  the  Secretary  of  War  with  the  following  appreciation: 

"Lieuteiiant  Sutton,  the  War  Department  in  considering  the  meritorious 
flights  made  by  Army  pilots  during  the  year  1928,  has  decided  that  you  are  de- 
serving of  the  award  of  the  Clarence  H.  . Mackay  Trophy.  -• 

"When  it 'was  discovered  that  the  spinning  characteristics  of  observation 
airplanes  could  only  be  successfully  studied  ill  actual  flight,  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  which  Lieut.  E.  H.  Barksdale  lost  his- life,  you  volunteered  to  perform 
this  admittedly  dangerous  work.  Though  at  times  narrowly  escaping  disaster , you 
staunchly  carried  on  these  physically  grueling1  tests,  unfalteringly  meeting  con- 
ditions where  control  of  the  plane  was  entirely  dependent  on  your  own  skill  and 
unproven  mechanical  devices. 

In  making  these  spin  tests,  the  characteristics  of  the  OB-B,  02-H  and  P-3 
airplanes  during  this  maneuver  were  observed  and  recorded  by  you  at  Wright  Field, 
Ohio,  and  Santa  Monica,  Calif.  For  the  valuable  scientific  design  data  obtained 
for  the  Air  Corps,  for  the  quiet  bravery,  intelligence,  skill  and  spirit  actuat- 
ing this  work,  you  have  exemplified  the  finest  Army  traditions  and  are  worthy 
of  the  highest  merit  possible  to  bestow.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  present 
you  with  this  Trophy." 

Lieut.  Sutton,  who  recently  resigned  from  the  Army,  and  who  was  last  sta- 
tioned at  the  Materiel  Division  of  the  Air  Corps  at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
was  born  in  Geneva,  Nebraska.  He  now  resides  in  New  York  City,  where  he  is 
employed  by  the  Aviation  Corporation. 

oOo 

LIEUT.  WINEFORDNER  DIES  IN  CRASH 


It  was  with  deep  regret  that  the  command  at  Selfridge  Field,  as  well  as  the 
Air  Corps  as  a.  whole,  learned  of  the  death  of  Lieut.  John  A.  Winefordner  on  Sept. 
5th  at  Lemmon,  South  Dakota,  where  he  crashed  and  was  killed  when  talcing  off  from 
the  field  there,  after  having  participated  in  the  dedication  of  the  airport  at 
that  place. 

Lieut.  Winefordner  came  to  Selfridge  Field  on  November  2,  1928,  after  having 
finished  the  course  at  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  and  during  his  stay  at  the 
field  made  himself  universally  liked  by  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Tne 
Air  Corps  lost  in  his  death  an  excellent  pilot  and  a perfect  gentleman. 


-350- 


V-5953 , A. C. 


notes 


Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery.  Ala.,  Sent ember  18th.  ' \ 

\ 

Considerable  interest  has  been  shown  in  the  development  of  the  ground, 
school  program  and  equipment  for  the  training  of ' officers  at  this  post.  Lieut. 
R.C.  Wriston,  who  is  in  charge  of  this  program,  is  collecting  information  from 
Kelly  Field  for  a miniature  range.  Major  Ira  A.  Rader  from  the  Infantry  Ground 
School  at  Fort  Benning,  Ga. , is  aiding  in  the  development  of  this  school  and 
visited  the  post  on  several  occasions.  Lieut,  Wriston  made  a trip  to  Fort 
Benning  to  study  school  methods  and  schedules. 

Captain  Donald  P.  Muse  and  Lieut.  Murray  Woodbury  flew  to  Camp  Jackson, S.C. 
on  Sept.  12th  to  obtain  detailed  information  for  the  maneuvers  during  the  coning 
month.  This  post  will  be  the  base  of  operations  during  the  combined  maneuvers 
with  other  branches  of  the  Army  of  this  Corps  Area. 

Mr.  Harry  A.  Kenning,  ‘of  the  American  Red  Cross,  has  been  giving  life-saviig 
instruction  and  test  in  the  post  pool.  The  instruction  lasted  several  days, 
during  which  time  he  was  kept  very  busy. 

Three  officers  recently  reported  for  a year's  active  duty  - Lieuts.  Phillip 
Roll  from  Fort  Myers,  Fla.,  and  B.B.  Borden  and'M.P.  Borden  from  Panama. 

It  is  of  considerable  interest  to  note  that  Lieut.  William  L.  Stribling  re- 
ported for  two  weeks'  training.  An  explanation  of  his  duty  is  not  necessary, he 
having  been  associated  with  the  ring  as  a fighter  for  some  seven  years  and 
achieved  marked  success. 

Lieuts.  John  W.  Persons  and  Murray  C.  Woodbury  were  ordered  to  report  to 
Brooks  Field  to  receive  the  course  in  flying  training. 

Working  with  the  Artillery  at  Fort  Barrancas  has  been  of  intense  interest 
for  the  past  ten  days.  During  the  first  part  of  the  experiment  no  great  suc- 
cess was  achieved,  but  in  the  last  two  days  marked  development  was  noted.  The 
mission  not  being  completed,  definite  results  are  not  known.  The  Air  Corps 
officers  actively  engaged  with  the  Artillery  are  Lieuts.  Guy  B.  Henderson, 
Liaison  Officer;  John  W.  Sessuns,  Pilot,  aiid  L.M.  Bawsel,  Observer. 

Lieuts.  A. I.  Patrick  and  L.S.  Callaway  made  a flight  to  Monroeville,  Ala., 
for  the  purpose  of  selecting  an  airport  location. 

Practically  all  of  the  cross-country  flights  for  training  have  been  made 
in  PT's,  this  because  of  the  shortage  of  service  type  ships.  The  following 
flights  were  recently  made:  Lieut.  H.F.  Gregory  ferried  Lieut.  Wm.  S.  Doxey  to 
Jackson,  Miss.  - Lieuts.  Sessuns  and  L.C.  Campbell  flew  to  Birmingham  - Lieut. 

. McArthur  flew  to  New  Orleans  to  bring:  back  Captain  Brenn  Lieut.  McGregor  fer- 
ried Captain  Brenn,  Flight  Surgeon,  of  Fort  Crockett,  to  Fort  Bragg,  N.C.  - 
Lieuts.  C.E.  Earnest  and  Wn.  L.  Stribling,  Jr.  went  to  Macon,  Ga. , on  a recon- 
naissance flight  - Lieut.  M.C.  'Woodbury  cross-countried  to  Birmingham,  Ala.  - • 
Lieut.  Isaac  W.  Ott  flew  cross-country  to  Osyka,  Miss.,  and  Lieut.  Guy  B. 
Henderson  to  Kelly  Field,  Texas  - Captain  Muse  and  Lieuts.  W.H.  McArthur  and 
W.  L.  Stribling,  Jr.,  flew  cross-country  to  Meridian,  Miss.,  to  encourage  that 
city  to  construct  an  airport  - Lieut.  M.'C.  Woodbury  made  a round  trip  flight 
to  Pensacola,  Fla.,  to  ferry  military  supplies. 

Maxwell  Field.  Montgomery,  Ala.,  October  1st. 

The  Radio  Corporation  of  America  afforded  the  personnel  of  Maxwell  Field 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  latest  in  radio  receiving  and  sending  apparatus  by 
when  a Fokker  Universal  plane,  piloted  by  E.  Pickerial,  stopped  at  the  post  to 
refuel.  This  plane  is  used  by  the  above  corporation  for  advertising.  Other 
arrivals  were  three  officers  from  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  viz:  1st  Lieuts.  Philip 
Melville,  Harold  H.  Carr  and  Will  W.  White.  They  cane  for  three  PT  planes  at 
this  field,  which  they  obtained  and  ferried  to  Dayton. 

Liout.  Guy  McNeil,  with  the  National  Guard  in  Birmingham,  called  on  us  on 
his  way  to  the  Stato  Capitol,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  to  attend  to  military  matters. 

United  States  Naval  pilots,  Lieuts.  Southworth  and  Conrod,  stopped  over. 

They  were  enroute  to  Pensacola.  Lieut.  Storries,  Naval  pilot,  with  Commander 
Douglas,  also  paid  us  a visit.  Commander  Douglas  was  on  a tour  of  inspection 
of  Naval  operations. 

The  following  flights  were  made  in  PT  planes:  Lieuts.  L.S.  Calloway  and 
Albert  I.  Patrick  to  Fort  Benning,  Ga. , on  official  business  - Lieut.  L.M. 

Bawsel^  accompanied  by. Technical  Sergeant  William  H.  Turner,  to  Tuscaloosa  for 
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for  cross-country  trainin'';,  and  Lieut.  H.  F.  Gregory  to  Jaclison,  kiss.,  to 
ferry  Lieut.  George  H.  Butler  to  Maxwell  Field.  - Flights  nade'  in  ,02-H  planes 
were  as  follows:  Lieuts.Guy  B.  Henderson,  John  W.  Sessuns,  Jr.,  and  Lindsay  ,M. 
Bawsell  to  Fort  Barrancas,  Fla.,  to  conduct  experiments  in  artillery  control 
firing  - Lieuts.  S.O.  Boss  and  Isaac  W.  Ott  to  Fort  Benning  for  tow  target  re- 
hearsal; Lieut.  Philip  D.  Coates  with  Sgt.  Jennings  to  Auburn , Ala.,  on  a 
photographic  mission,  and  Lieut.  ■ Lambert  S.  Calloway  to  Columbia,  S.C.,  to 
ferry,  private  Smith,  who  joined  the  motor  cavalcade  there. 

Lieut.  G.K.  Butler,  of-  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  the  Military  Intelligence  Sec- 
tion of  Organized  Reserves,  and  Lieut..  William  L.  Stribling,  Jr.  , Air  Reserve, 
of  Macon,  Ga. , both  completed  two  weeks  of  training.  Lieut.  Stribling  expects 
to  sail  for  Europe  in  October.  Over  there  he  will  engage  in  some  bouts. 

Lieut.  Lindsay  M.  Bawsel  departed  for  Clianute  Field,  Rantoul,  111.,  to 
study  radio  engineering.  Three  enlisted  men  will  also  pursue  courses  of  instrue 
tion  there.  Sergeant  George  M.Bogsted  will  take  a crew  chief's  course;  Pvt. 
Wayrion  V.  Lacy,  a course  in  aerial  photography,  and  Private  Lewis  G.  Pitman  a 
mechanics  course.  Private  Paul  Lees  will  be  a student  of  photography  at  the 
Signal  School  at  Fort  Monmouth,  IJew  Jersey,  and  Private  Robert  G.  Burns  a stu- 
dent at  Flying  Cadet  School,  Kelly  Field. 

The  Commanding  Officer  ordered  pilots  to  Augusta,  Ga. , to  assist  in  flood 
relief  there,  and  so  Lieuts.Guy  B.  Henderson  and  John  W.  Sessuns,  with  two 
mechanics  and  two  02-H  planes  left  the  other  pilots  enroute  to  South  Carolina 
to  go  to  Augusta.  They  will  help  in  the  same  manner  in  Augusta  as  Maxwell  Field 
pilots  aided  in  Elba,  Alabama,  when  the  flood  hit  that  small  town.  They  are  to 
locate  people  in  distress  and  get  food,  medical  supplies  and  other  necessities 
...  to  them.' 

Lieut.  T.  3.  Kearndon,  of  Mansfield,  La.,  Air  Reserve,  one  of  the  several 
arrivals  here,  came  by  civilian  plane  and,  although  in  a great  hurry  to  be  off 
again,  was  detained  on  account  of  the  high  winds  coming  from  the  region  of  the 
hurricane  in  Florida.  Because  of  these  high  winds  and  the  report  from  the 
Weather  Bureau  that  the  storm  was  coming  this  way,  Maxwell  Field  made  special 
preparations  for  possible  damage.  Trees  recently  planted  were  braced,  and  all 
planes  were'  locked  in  their  hangars.  How  that  the  heavy  rain  has  ceased  we 
are  all .glad  to  be  able  to  say  no  damage  was  done  to  Maxwell  Field. 

San  Antonio  Air  Depot;  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  Sept.  16th. 

During  the  month  of  August,  airplanes  and  engines  were  overhauled  and  re- 
paired by  the  Engineering  Department,  as  follows:  Airplanes,  overhaul:  11  A-3, 

4 DII-4M-1 , 1 DH-4M-2&,  1 02,  1 02-B,  3 02-H,'  1 0-11,  4 PM,  1.P1-3,  1 Pl-F, 

1 PT-3,  total  29.  Airplanes,  miscellaneous  repair:  4 A-3,  2 LB-5,  2 C-l,  1 C-4, 
1 DH-4M-2K,  2 02-H,  1 02-M4,  1 0-11,  1 PI -A,  2 Pl-E,  1 H-S,  total  18.  Engines, 
Major  Overhaul:  15  Curtiss  D-12,  14  Wright  J-5,  total  29.  Engines,  minor  over- 
haul, 32  Liberty,  5 Curtiss  D-12,  total  37. 

Captain  E.  E.  Adler,  of  the  Office  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  arrived  at  this 
Depot  from'  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot,  Calif.,  on  August  3Qth,  for  conference  with 
the-  Commanding  Officer  on  Air  Corps  supply  matters.  Captain  Adler  had  been  on 
a.  tour  of  temporary  duty  on  the  west  coast,  visiting;  various  aeronautical  plants 
and  Air  Corps  stations,  and  left  here  September ' 3rd  on  a short  leave  of  absence 
before,  proceeding  to  Materiel  Division  Headquarters  at  Wright  Field. 

N Captain  and  Mrs.  Otto  G.  Trunk,  of  this  Depot,  are  the. exceedingly  proud 

"'parents  of  a beautiful  little  daughter,  who  arrived  at  their  home  Sept.  2nd. 

Mrs.  Trunk  and  Miss  Joanne  Carolyn  Trunk  are  doing  splendidly,  and  Captain 
Trunk  has  been  passing  out  the  cigars  freely  upon  congratulations  from  all 
, sides. 

1st  Lieut.  Richard  T.  Aldworth  is  the  latest  addition  to  this  command, upon 
i.  transfer  from  Langiey  Field,  Va.  He  and  Mrs.  Aldworth  arrived  Sept.  5th  and 
’-are  welcomed  back  to  the  fold,  as  they  are  San  Antonio  folks,  and  It. Aldworth 

was  formerly  on  duty  at  this  Depot  up  to  June,  1926. 

Informal  visits  were  enjoyed  by  the  Depot  on  Sept.  3rd  from  Major  George 
H.  Brett,  A.C.,  of  the  Command  and  General  Staff  School,  Ft.  Leavenworth;  1st 
Lieuts.  E.  C.  Whitehead  of  the  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field,  and  B.M.  Giles, 
of  March  Field,  Calif. 

1st  Lieut.  B.J.  Tooher,  of  March  Field,  Calif.,  arrived- here  September  6th 
"and  ferried  a DH-4M-2T  back  to  his  hone  station. 

Captain  Helm  Speidel,  of  the  German  General  Staff,  while  on  a visit  to  the 
'Air  Corps  Training;  .Center,  called  at  the  Depot  on  Sept.  4th  and  appeared  greatly 

-362-  V-5953,  A.C. 


interested  in  looking  over  the  various  activities  of  the  Depot.  Captain  Speidel 
is  spending  a year  in  the  United  States  observing  the  operation  of  Air  Corps 
units  of  the  American  Amy-. 

'Jhile  in  this  vicinity  Major  Frank  M.  Kennedy,  of  the  Office  Chief  of  the 
Air  Corps,  visited  the  Depot  Commander  on  Sept.  4th  for  a conference  on  proposed 
new  construction  and  miscellaneous  buildings  and  grounds  natters. 

Lieut.  lied  Schramm,  of  March  Field,  Calif.,  arrived  here  Sept.  12th  and 
left  the  following  day,  ferrying  to  his  liohe  station  a DH-4M-2  plane. 

Lieut.  R.V.  Williams,  of  Rockwell  Field,  Calif.,  ferried  a DII-4M-1  plane 
from  this  Depot  on  Sept.  14tli  for  delivery  to  March  Field,  Calif. 

Brooks  Field.  San  Antonio,  Texas,  Seat . 26  th. 

In  compliance  with  order  contained  in  a radiogram  from  the  Chief  of  the  Air 
Corps,  1st  Lieuts.  Robert  W.  Douglas  and  Clyde  K.  Rich  proceeded  by  air  to  Fort 
Leavenworth,  Kans.,  on  official  business  for  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center. 

Pursuant  to  $ar  Department  instructions,  the  following- named  enlisted  men 
were  ordered  to  proceed  to  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111.,  to  attend  the  Air 
Corps  Technical  School: 

Sgt.  Ernest  VI.  Sommer,  51st  School  Squadron  - Crew  Chief's  course. 

Sgt.  Roy  M.  Willis,  51st  School  Squadron  - Armament  course. 

Corp.  John  Hoe,  51st  School  Squadron,-  Aero  Engine  Mechanic's  course. 

Private,  1st  Cl.  Robert  R.  Blecha,  62nd  Service  Squadron-  General  Mechanics 
course  c 

Private  William  3.  Evans,  62nd  Service  Squadron, -Radio  Course 

Private  IT  or  man  A.  Billings,  20th  Photo  Section  - Photography  course. 

Captain  William  C.  Ocker,  who  recently  reported  at  Brooks  Field  from  Crissy 
Field,  Calif.,  was  detailed  as  Commanding  Officer  of  the  46tli  School  Squadron. 

Lieut.  George  W.  Polk,  who  recently  reported  at  Brooks  Field  for  duty, was 
detailed  as  Commanding  Officer  of  the  51st  School  Squadron. 

Private  Harry  Merritt,  26,  who  recently  enlisted  at  Brooks  Field  for  service 
in  Panama  and  was  attached  to  the  51st  School  Squadron,  died  on  Sunday  evening, 
Sept.  22nd,  of  injuries  received  in  a collision  between  his  motorcycle  and  a 
truck.  As  a result  of  the  accident,  which  occurred  at  iTevada  and  Hew  Braunfels 
Avenue,  the  truck  driver  was  charged  with  negligent  homicide.  Funeral  services 
were  held  for  Merritt  at  2:00  o'clock  Tuesday  afternoon. 

Langley  Field,  Hampton,  Va.  , September  27th. 

2nd  Bombardment  Group  - By  2nd  Lieut.  Jack  Wood:  The  20th  Bombardment 
Squadron  takes  this  opportunity  to  express  its  sympathy  to  the  relatives  and 
friends  of  the  late  Private  Berg,  58th  Service  Squadron,  who  was  drowned  Sept. 
11th  near  the  boathouse.  Privates  McKinney,  Lay  and  Anthony  should  be  commended 
for  their  valiant  attempts  to  recover  the  body. 

19th  Airship  Company  - By  Lieut.  M.E.  McHugo:  Two  cross-country  flights  to 
Bolling  Field  were  made  during  the  past  week,  both  by  the  TC-6-241. 

On  Sept.  13th  Lieut.  B.T.  Starkey  left  Langley  at  7:45  a.m.  in  the  TC-6  and 
landed  at  Bolling  Field  at  10:30  a.m.,  where  Captain  Wm.  J.  Flood,  formerly  in- 
command  of  the  19th  Airship  Company,  assumed  command  of  the  ship  and  made  two 
flights  for  demonstration  purposes.  Pictures  of  the  speed  boat  races  on  the 
Potomac  River  were  obtained  on  the  last  of  these  flights.  Upon  completion  of 
the  mission  the  ship  returned  to  Langley  and  landed  at  6:’30  p.m. 

The  second  cross-country  mission  of  the  week  to  Bolling  Field  was  completed 
on  Sept.  16th,  with  Lieut.  G.G.  Lundoerg  in  command  of  the  ship.  Capt.  Flood 
again  assumed  command  of  the  ship  upon  its  arrival  at  Belling  and  made  a flight 
for  demonstration  and  photographic  purposes.  The  ship  returned  to  Langley  at 
5:45  p.m.  First  Lieut.  J.B.  Jordan,  of  the  Chief's  Office,  was  a passenger  on 
the  ship  on  its  return  to  Langley.  The  remainder  of  the  training  schedule  con- 
sisted of  routine  tests  and  practice  flights. 

The  football  squad  entered  the  third  week  of  training  and  is  rapidly  round- 
ing into  shape  for  a strenuous  campaign.  Only  five  of  last  year's  veterans  have 
been  lost,  and  though  their  places  have  to  be  filled  mostly  by  new  men,  there  is 
plenty  of  material  on  hand  to  fill  up  the  gaps.  Lieut.  Schmidt,  star  tackle  of 
the  1927  liTest  Pftint  team,  will  assume  command  of  one  of  the  tackle  positions  and, 
of  course,  there  will  be  no  need  of  reinforcements  there.  Sergeant  Stanowich, 
former  star  guard  xvith  the  Third  Corps  and  Fort  Denning  teams,  will  quite  capa- 
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bly  hold  down  a position  at  guard.  At  center,  where  Captain  Dornish  shone  last 
year,  a,  new  naa  must  step  In.  At  present  Heitor,  a 190-pound  husky,  has  the 
call  and  looks  to  he  the  likely  choice  for  the  season.  Ko wale ski  and  Hanky  will 
hold  forth  at  the  ends  a pain  this  year,  while  in  the  hack  field  seven  of  last 
year's  team  and  a wealth  of  new  material  will  carry  out  the  cavalry  missions. 

On  Sept.  13th  the  TE-2,  Lieut.  1,1. C.  McHugo  in  command , patrolled  the  Back 
River  in  an  attempt  to  locate  the  body  of  Private  Berg,  58th  Service  Squadron, 
who  was  drowned  when  he  fell  from  a sea-sled  while  on  duty  watching  for  disabled 
aircraft.  After  a searrh  of  an  hour  or  so  the  ship  returned  to  the  field. 

Observation  missions  with  the  246th  Coast  Artillery,  Virginia^  Rational 
Guard,  stationed  at  Port  Monroe,  were  completed  August  13th  and  19th.  Observa- 
tions were  reported  by  radio  and  excellent  results  were  obtained.  The  firing 
bn  August  19th,  however,  was  delayed  for  three  hours  due  to  the  heavy  traffic 
of  steamers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  target.  Four  officers  of  the  246th  Coast 
Artillery  were  carried  as  observers.  The  mission  on  the  13th  of  August  was  in 
the  nature  of  a radio  test  in  preparation  for  the  observation  missions,  and  no 
actual  firing  was  done. 

A cross-country  flight  to  Madis.on  and  Winchester  by  way  of  Richmond  was 
made  by  Lieut.  3.T.  Starkey  in  the  TC-6  on  August  17th  to  ferry  Governor  Harry 
F.  Byrd,  of  Virginia,  and  his  staff  to  Madison,  Va. , to  attend  a reception  in 
honor  of  President  Hoover.  - 

The  ship  left  Langley  at  6:00  a.rn. , landing  in  Richmond  at  7:30  a.m. , where 
Governor  Byrd  and  Colonels  Bright,  ITewbill  and  Williams  of  the  Governor's  Staff 
were  taken  aboard  and  flown  to  Madison,  landing  at  9:50  a.m.  One  demonstration 
flight  -was  made  at  Madison  during  the  reception,  after  which  the  ship  took  of  f^ 
for  Winchester,  Va. , landing  at  3:45  p.m,  and  from  there  proceeding  to  Richmond, 
where  the  Governor  and  his  staff  were  discharged.  Leaving  Richmond  at  7:40. 
p.m.,  the  ship  landed  at  Langley  at  9:20  p.m.,  having  flown  a-total  -of  12-|  hours 
in  the  air  for  the  day. 

On  August  19th  the  TS-2  had  her  first  test  flight  when  Lt.  B.T.  Starkey 
took  her  into  the  ait  for  40  minutes.  A few  minor  adjustments  are  still  neces- 
sary before  the  ship  will  be  available  for  regular  scheduled  flights,  but  it  is 
expected  to  have  her  ready  the  latter  part  of.  this  week. 

Captain  G.F.  Donohue  and  1st  Lts.  Beach  and  Perkins,  all  of  the  Air  Corps 
Reserve,  completed  an  active  duty  period  of  14  days  with  this  organization  on 
August  17th.  Lieut.  Blanchard,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  reported  for  14  days'  active 
duty  on  August  11th. 

Tech.  Sgt.  Ronald  II.  .Short  reported  for  duty  with  the  Company 'from  the 
Philippines.  He  is  ansilisted  Airship  Pilot,  completing  the  course  at  Langley 
in  1922. 

2nd  Photo  Section,  by  Lieut.  Ernest  G.  Schmidt:  A number  of  photographs 
of  Kill  Devil  Hill,  Kitty  Hawk,  •■IT..  G-.-,  were  made  recently  by- the  2nd  Photo  Sec- 
tion from  the  Blimp  C-41.  The  photographs  were  taken  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing the  planting  of  shrubbery  recently  accomplished  to  prevent  the  shifting 
of  the  memorable  sand  dunes. 

96th  Bombardment  Squadron  - by  Lieut.  Dewey  Bartlo:  Sergeant  Roberts  pass- 
ed the  examination  for  commercial,  airplane  and  engine  mechanic  and  expects  to 
leave  for  South  America  in  a short  time.  He  has  always- had  the  desire  to  knock 
the  four  corners  off  the  earth,  and  we  wish  him  the  best  of  luck.  Private 
Anthony  returned  .from,  a thirty  day  furlough.  .Corp.  Divily  is  recuperating  from 
a severe  attack  of  appendicitis.  We  hope  he  will  return  to  the  Squadron  in 
time  to  save  the  Operations  force  from, an  inevitable  crash. 

Second  Lieut.  A.E.  Wilson  resigned  on  September  15th.  Lieuts.  Schmidt  and 
Hale  are  coaching  the  post  football  team  and,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  fewer 
men -turned  out  this  year,  the  team  seems  to  be  more  aggressive  than  in  the  past. 
Corp.  Holmes  and  Pvts.  McKinney,  Mallasa,  Yentsch;  Klauss  and  Raymond  of  this 
Squadron  are  all  playing  excellent  football. 

•Privates  Stone  and  Snyder  went  on  an  extended  hunting  trip  in  the  vicinity 
of  Williamsburg  and  returned  with  25  squirrels.  Corp.  Divily,  Chief  Operations 
Clerk,  reported  for  duty  Sept.  19th.  He  was  'in  the  hospital  for  more  than  a 
month.  Private  Withers,  recreation  room  orderly,  realized  enough  profit  from 
the  Day  Room  to  have  one  of  the  billiard  tables  recovered. 

58th.  Service  Squadron  — Cant.  J.F.  Doherty,  Commanding:  This  squadron  has 
4 pHrifed  b'f  -bad  Tuck.  On  September  11th,  at  'about  4:30  p.m.,  Private  J. 
Berg,  whose  home  address  was  Fresno,  Calif..,  fell  from  a sea-sled  when  it  over- 
turned in  Back  River,  100  yards  off  the  Boathouse  piers,  and  was  drowned.  Every 
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effort  was  made  to  save  him,  but  lie  sank  very  quickly  after  falling  in  the 
water.  Private  3er ^ had  been  an  excellent  swimmer  too,  having  been  swimming 
all  summer  at  Buckroe  Beach.  The  river  was  dra  ;ged  continually  from  the  time 

the  body  went  down  until  the  following  night  when  the  body  was  recovered  by 

Private  Clinton  R.  Woodward  with  a specially  devised  drag  hook.  Sergeant 
Draper  accompanied  the  body  of  Private  Berg  to  Fresno , Calif. 

The  other  ill  luck  attending  the  squadron  on  September  11th  was  the  burn- 
ing of  one  of  the  sea-sleds.  The  sea-sled  was  being  used  to  recover  the  body 

of  Private  Berg  and  being  run  at  slow  speed,  it  is  believed  that  fumes  collect- 
ed under  the  hatch.  After  one  of  the  runs  the  boat  was  refueled  and  as  soon  as 
the  starter  was  stepped  on  an  explosion-  occurred  and  the  boat  was  enveloped  in 
flames.  The  Fire  Department  hurriedly  arrived  and  sank  the  boat,  putting  out 
the  fire.  The  boat  was  damaged  to  the  extent  of  about  $1,500. 

Members  of  the  Squadron  became  much  excited  when  the  news  leaked  out  about 
September  20th  that  the  Squadron  night  move  to  Texas.  There  has  been  a big 
scramble,  mentally,  over  who  is  going  and  who  will  stay  behind  through  trans- 
fers. Many  of  the  noncommissioned  officers  as  well  as  the  officers  with  the 
Squadron  put  their  children  in  school  and  paid  their  tuition  in  the  second  week 
of  September.  Naturally,  when  the  rumor  came  out  on  the  2Qth  of  the  month  that 
the  organization  might  leave,  they  were  worried  over  the  prospects  and  the 
money  already  put  out  for  tuition. 

On  September  19th. Lieut.  Armstrong  flew  to  Philadelphia  in  a FT-1  airplane. 
He  returned  the  following  day. 

On  September  21th  Lieut.  Wimsatt  flew  to  Washington,  with  Lieut.  Van 
Dorssen,  of  the  Dutch  Loyal  Air  Force.  Major  Warriner  was  his  passenger  on-  the 
return  flight. 

Marshall  Field/  Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  October  7th. 

This  organization  announces  the  change  of  its  official  name  from  the  2nd 
Cavalry  Division  Aviation  to  the  "16th  Observation  Squadron,  12th  Observation 
Group,  Air  Corps,"  under  provisions  of  reorganization  plans. 

The  photographic  section,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Melville  C. Robinson, 
Air  Beserve,  completed  a series  of  5,000  oblique  photographs  of  Leavenworth  and. 
vicinity  to  be  used  by  the  General  Service  Schools. 

First  Lieut.  Lloyd  Barnett  reported  at  this  station  Sept.  6th  from 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  after  a month  and  a half  leave.  Lieut.  Barnett  was  appointed 
Adjutant  of  the  16th  Observation  Squadron. 

The  enlisted  men  of  the  Squadron  held  a party  at  the  Squadron  Mess  Hall  on 
September  24th. 

Following  the  example  of  Lieuts.  Pirtle  and  Leon  R.  Brownfield  of  a few 
months  ago,  Lieut.  Ralph  0.  Brownfield  was  married  to  Miss  Christine  Bader,  of 
Junction  City,  on  September  6th. 

Lieuts.  Taylor  and  Barnett  left  for  Crissy  Field  Sept.  26th  to  ferry  two 
02-11’ s from  Crissy  Field  to  this  station. 

The  death  of  2nd  Lieut.  Harry  A.  Smith,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  which  occurred 
near  Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  is  announc- 
ed with  deep  regret. 

Lieut.  Smith  was  born  in  South  Dakota  Sept.  6,  1894.  He  accepted  appoint- 
ment as  2nd  Lieutenant  in  the  Air  Corps  Reserve  on  April  24,  1918,.  and  served 
as  such  until  April  10,  1919.  He  again  accepted  appointment  as  2nd  Lieutenant 
in  the  Air  Gorps  Reserve  on  June  21,  1923,  and  served  on  active  duty  at  this 
station  from  July  5,  1925,  to  July  19,  1925;  August  15  to  August  29,  1926; 

July  4 to  July  16,  1927;  and  September  14,  -1929,  to  date  of  his  death.  Lieut. 
Smith  was  an  officer  of  admirable  personal  attributes  and  took  a deep  interest 
in  his  profession  and  in  his  work  with  the  Air  Corps. 

In  his  death  those  who  knew  him  lose  a loyal  and  devoted  friend,  and  the 
Air  Corps  a conscientious  and  efficient  officer. 

Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif. , September  16th.  ..  4--' 

Major  Carl  Spatz,  Group  Commander,  was  the  principal  speaker  at  the  lunch- 
eon of  the  Reserve  Officers  Association  on  September  5th.  Major  Spatz  spoke  on 
"Army  Aviation."  Active  and  retired  officers  of  the  Regular  Army,  Navy  and 
Marine  Corps,  as  well  as  officers  of  the  National  Guard  and  Organized  Reserves 
attended.  In  addition  to  Major  Spatz,  Lieuts.  P.53.  Burrows,  C.P.  Kane,  B.R. 
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Dallas  and  Ray  II.  Clark, ' of  Rockwell  Field,  attended. 

Three  LB-7  Bonders  of  the  11th  Bonhardnent  Squadron  assisted  in  the  aerial 
search  for  the  missing  T.A.T.  passenger  airplane  "City  of  San  Francisco".  The 
bonders  left  Rockwell  Field  on  Sept.  6th,  via  March  Field,  thence  to  Barstow, 
Calif.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  bonders  departed  for  Winslow,  Arizona, 
where  a base  had  been  established.  The  personnel  of  the  flight  consisted  of 
Major  John  M.  Stanley,  Medical  Corps,  Flight  Surgeon,  and  Lieuts.  F.B. Valentine, 
E.C.  Batten  and  Wm.  C.  Kingsbury  as  pilots,  with  Lieuts.  B.R.  Dallas,  C.B. Davis 
and  John  P.  Kenny  as  observers.  The  flight  returned  to  Rockwell  Field  in  the 
late.’ afternoon  of  September  7th. 

Lieut.  R.V.  Williams  recently  ferried  PW-9D  plane  # 28-38  to  Kelly  Field, 
Texas,  and  upon  delivery  of  this  plane  returned  by  air  to  Rockwell  Field,  ferry- 
ing DII-4M1  plane  No.  328900  from  San  Antonio  Air  Depot. 

Lieut.  L.A.  Parker  ferried  PT-1  plane  #25-285  to  Sand  Point  Airdrome, 
Seattle,  Washington. 

Orders  were  received  from  the  Chief  -of  the  Air  Corps  for  20  Regular  Army 
Air  Corps  officers  to  proceed  by  rail  to  Santa  Monica,.  Calif.,  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  and  ferrying  20  o2-K  airplanes  from  the  Douglas  Factory,  Santa 
Monica,  as  they  become  available,  to  Rockwell  Field,  for  mechanical  check  and 
temporary  storage. 

.Lieut.  J.P.  Richter,  former  member  of  Rockwell  Field,  arrived  Sept.  13th  in 
0-29  Plane  No.  29-184,  from  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  enroute  to  Wright  Field,  Ohio. 

Lieut.  B.R.  Dallas,  Assistant  Post  Operations  Pfficer,  and  O.I.C.,  Organiz- 
ed Reserves,  was  ordered  to  Walter  Reed  General  Hospital  for  observation  and 
treatment.  He  will  sail  on  October  5th  transport  from  San  Francisco. 

Lieut.  William  L.  Scott,  Jr.,  reported  for  duty  from  Fitzimmons  General 
Hospital  and  was  assigned  to  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron. 

Major  A.L.  Sneed,  Commanding  Officer  of  Rockwell  Field  and  Rockwell  Air 
Depot,  availed  himself  of  15  days’  leave  of  absence,  returning  to  duty  Sept.  13. 

LB-7  Bomber  #29-6  was  completely  destroyed  by  fire  at  Griffith  Park,  Los 
Angeles,  Sept.  2nd,  caused  by  left  motor  back  firing,  igniting  left  wing.  The 
report  of  Board  of  Officers  investigating  the  damage  has  not  been  completed. 

Army  activities  at  Rockwell  Field  were  inspected  September  16th  by  members 
of  the  Turkish  Aviation  Mission  to  the  United  States,  including  Major  Slielif 
Bay,  Chief  of  Air  Section,  Turkish  General  Staff;  Captain  Ferruh  Bey  and  Lieut. 
Kiazim.  These  visitors  arrived  at  North  Island  in  a Maddux  airplane,  accompa- 
nied by  a Curtiss  Company  official.  While  at  Rockwell  Field  the  visitors  were 
extended  post  courtesies  by  the  Commanding  Officer.  In  the  afternoon  they  left 
via  airplane  for  Los  Angeles. 

Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.,  October  1. 

Four  officers  from  Crissy  Field  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field  the  week  of 
Sept.  23rd  for  a week  of  cooperative  maneuvers  with  Brigade  Hqrs . , Fort 
Rosecrans,  viz:  Lieuts.  G.W.  Hansen  and  A.T.  Smith  in  an  02 -II  plane,  and  Lts. 

J.R.  Hargrove  and  P.T.  Cullen  in  an  amphibian.  The  ships  were  equipped  with 
radio  sets,  and  during  operations  the  officers  tested  the  serviceradio  apparatus. 

Lieut.  L.R.  Parker  ferried  a PT-1  from  Seattle  to  Rockwell  for  repairs.  En 
route  he  reported  an  eventful  journey.  He  encountered  dense  banks  of  smoke  from 
forest  fires  several  times  and  narrowly  missed  mishaps.  He  was  forced  to  land 
and  wait  two  days  for  the  smoke  to  clear  before  he  resumed  his  journey. 

Ferryin_,  a Douglas  0-22  Observation  plane,  Lieut.-  J.B.  IIaddon,  formerly  of 
San  Diego,  left  Rockwell  Field  enroute  for  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  expected  to  reach 
Dayton  in  16  hours.  This  latest  design. of  observation  type  plane  is  equipped 
with  an  air-cooled  wasp  motor,  is  capable  of  making  165  miles  an  hour,  and  has 
a cruising  speed  of  140  miles  per  hour.  Lieut.  Iladdon  ferried  the  plane  from 
the  Douglas  Factory  at  Santa  Monica  to  Rockwell  Field. 

Report  was  made  in  Hews  Letter  of  Sept.  16th  that  orders  were  received  to 
ferry  20  02-K  planes  from  the  Douglas  Factory  at  Santa  Monica  to  Rockwell  Field 
for  mechanical  check  and  temporary  storage.  The  entire  fleet  of  20  planes  is 
due  at  Rockwell  October  16th,  at  which  time  they  will  be  flown  in  formation  to 
Los  Angeles  as  part  of  the  celebration  ceremonies  for  National  Guardsmen  who 
are  to  be  in  convention  at  Los  Angeles,  October  16th  to  19th. 

Several  LB-7  Bombers  at  Rockwell  Field  were  recently  flown  in  a series  of 
tests.  The  bombers  soared  to  elevations  of  from  5,000  to  10,000  feet  and  a 
record  was  made  of  the  fuel  consumption,  oil.  consumption  and  speed  maintained. 
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Examinations  for  cor.ir.is  si  on  as  2nd  Lieut,  in  the  Regular  Amy  Air.  Corps  will 
he  held  at  Rockwell  Field  the  week  of  October  7-12,  the  following-named  cornr.bis- 
sioned  personnel  being  selected  as  a board  to  conduct  such  examinations;  Major 
Carl  Spatz,  A.C.;  Major  W.S.  Woolford,  M.C.;  Major  John  M.  Stanley,  M.C.;  Capt. 
K.M.  Elmendorf,  A.C.  and  1st  Lieut.  C.II.  Howard,  A.C. 

Six  Pursuit  planes,  five  Bombers  and  one  Transport,  with  12  officers  and  20 
enlisted  men  left  the  Field  Sept.  28th  for  ITeuman,  Calif.,  to  assist  in  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  airport  there.  Personnel  and  planes  returned  on  Sept.  29th. 

Rockwell  Field  is  going  in  for  baseball.  Beginning  Sept.  16th  the  winter 
athletic  schedule  started  with  six  baseball  teams  in  action  going  after  the  Post 
Championship  Cup  to  be  presented  in  October.  The  personnel  is  taking  great  in- 
terest in  the  baseball  tournament,  in  which  three  teams  each  from  the  11th 
Bombardment  and  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  will  take  part,  After  the  cup  is  present- 
ed, a "crack"  team,  composed  of  the  best  ball  players,  will  be  selected  to  repre- 
sent Rockwell  in  championship  panes  to  be  played  with  other  Army  Air  Corps  posts 
in  this  Area. 

Mr.  Boeing  of  the  Boein  ; Aircraft  Corp.,  Seattle,  Wash.,  and  Mr.  Rensselaer 
of  the  Pratt  and  Whitney  Co.,  were  visitors  at  the  Field  on  September  30th. 

Capt.  Horace  II.  Heisen  reported  for  temporary  duty  here  on  October  1st  to 
familiarize  himseld  with  new  type  of  bombardment  equipment  which  is  being  fur- 
nished the  Hawaiian  Department.  Captain  Heisen  will  sail  llov.  6th  for  Hawaii. 

Capt.  S.C.  Dlack  was  ordered  to  Letterman  General  Hospital  for  observation 
and  treatment.  Lieut.  Jack  Greer  also  reported  there  for  observation  and 
^ treatment. 

War  Department  orders  were  received  relieving  Caot.  H.J.  Hunker,  QMC,  as 
post  quartermaster  at  Rockwell  and  assigning  him  as  Assistant  to  the  Commanding 
Officer,  Jeffersonville  Quartermaster  Depot. 

War  Department  orders  were  also  received  relieving  2nd  Lieuts.  Lee  Q.Wasser, 
F.W.  Ott  and  R.V.  Williams,  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Rockwell  Field,  and  assigning 
them  to  March  Field  for  permanent  duty. 

Middletown,  Pa.,  Air  Depot,  October  8th. 

Distinguished  visitors  flying  to  the  Depot  for  unofficial  visits  during  the 
month  included  Brig. -General  Wm.  S.  Gillmore,  Col.  T.A.  Baldwin,  Jr.,  and  Repre- 
sentative Frank  W.  James. 

Major  Davidson,  Lieuts.  Tourtellot,  Merrick,  Myers  and  Dailey  to  this 

Depot  from  Dolling  on  September  24th  to  play  a golf  match  with  five  of  our  offi- 
cers. Major  Davidson  poured  it  on  Major  Houghton,  the  Commanding  Officer  here; 
while  Lieut.  Tourtellot  was  busy  defeating  Warrant  Officer  Hewitt  and  Lieut. 
Dailey  was  outdriving  and  outputting  Capt.  Estabrook.  Lieut.  McGregor  won  his 
match  with  Lieut.  Merrick,  and  Dr.  Dlecher  succeeded  in  winning  by  a narrow  mar- 
gin from  Lieut.  "Chief"  Myers.  The  match  was  a success  in  every  way,  and  the 
contact  with  the  Bolling  Field  personnel  was  beneficial  in  that  it  permitted  per- 
sonal discussion  of  .Supply  and  Engineering  problems  between  shots. 

Major  Houghton  and  Lieut.  Mills  flew  to  the  Pittsburgh- Butler  Airport  on 
Sept.  27th  to  participate  in  the  formal  opening  of  same.  Upon  their  return  they 
stated  tlkft  the  Airport  was  duly  and  ceremoniously  dedicated. 

Capt*  L.  Lloyd  Middleton  joined  on  Sept.  12th  and  is  now  in  process  of  tak- 
ing over  the  duties  of  Post  Quartermaster  from  Capt.  J.T.  Fleming,  QMG,  who  will 
retire  on  llov.  26th  next  after  more  than  30  years’  service  in  the  Army. 

On  Sept.  19th  Major-  Houghton,  Capts.  Christine,  Estabrook,  Lieut.  McGregor 
and  Dr.  Dlecher  departed  for  Tilghman’s  Island,  Md. , on  the  Chesapeake  Day,  for 
* ' a tussle  with  salt  water  trout,  blue  fish,  etc.  The  water  was  cold  and  the  sea 
rough,  but  these  hardy  people  succeeded  in  wresting  from  the  deep  enough  fish  to 
supply  the  entire  command  for  several  days  upon  their  return.  As  usual,  the 
largest  ones  got  away. 

ITichols  Field.  Rizal,  P. I.,  August  27th. 

War  Department  General  Orders  Ho.  11  cganged  the  designation  of  Camp  liichols 
to  that  of  liichols  Field,  Rizal,  P.I. 

Due  to.  its  elevation,  nature  of  soil  and  the  amount  of  rain  in  recent  weeks, 
ITichols  Field  has  not  been  in  very  good  condition.  Official  weather  report  of 
rainfall  in  Manila  from  January  1,  1929,  to  present  date  is  86.22  inches.  "Old 
Timers"  state  that  this  year  has  seen  the  worst  rainy  season  in  years.  And  there 
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is  no  one  to  argue  against  then.  The  02-II’s  take  off  from  the  runway,  but  for 
the  LD's  it  is  a drag  thru  nud.  In  order  to  save  the  field,  the  bombers  have 
had  their  flying  rather  curtailed.  The  2nd  Observation  Squadron  has  been  work- 
ing with  Fort  McKinley  daily  in  preparation  for  the  fall  maneuvers.  This  work 
has  been  in  the  nature  of  panel  practice,  radio  procedure,  etc. 

IT ow  that  all  enthusiasts,  optimists,  etc.,  expect  the  rain  to  end,  there 
will  be  an  exodus  of  those  who  have  D.  S.  conin  ';  to  them.  Captain  Donald  Wilson, 
Captain  Denjamiri  Giles,  Lieuts.  Howland,  McDonnell,  Salsnan  and  C-C.  Wilson  ex- 
pect to  go  to  Daguio  for  parts  of  September.  Lieut.  A.  Lindeburg  expects  to  go 
to  China  on  the  U.S.S.  JASOH. 

To  date  the  Post  Officers’  Dowling' team  has  not  net  with  much  success.  Two 
defeats  by  the  officers  of  the  31st  Infantry  and  one  defeat  at  the  hands  of  the 
officers  of  the  45th  Infantry  brings  us  up  to  date.  However,  we’ll  hit  the 
stride,  and  when  our  match  with  Clark  Field  comes  off  the  chances  are  Hichols 
Field  will  be  victorious.  Two  of  the  alleys  have  been  reconditioned. 

Lieut.  Halph  Stearley  recently  returned  from  a trip  to  China.  He  left  under 
the  guiding  hand  of  Lieut.  T.D.  White,  on  duty  in  Peking  in  the  language  detail. 
As  evidenced  by  verbal  reports  upon  return,  there  were  two  high  lights  to  the 
above  trip.  One  was  seated  on  a box  of  freight  in  a third  class  car  heading  for 
a view  of  the  (Great  Wall.  The  trip  was  most  interesting,  however  uncomfortable. 
The  other  was  leaving  Peking  for  Shanghai  on  an  express  that  took  50  hours  for 
the  trip  and  the  only  refreshments  served  being  warm  beer. 

28th  Pombo.rdment  Squadron:  The  28th  Dasket  Dali  team  copped  the  cup  in  one 
of  the  best  basket  ball  games  the  writer  has  seen  in  years..  It  was  nip  and 
tuck  throughout  and  both  teams  played  an.  exceptionally  high  grade  of  ball.  The 
final  result  was  in  doubt  up  until  a few  minutes  of  the  end.  When  the  whistle 
blew  the  score  was  22-15,  and  the  28th  thereby  won  permanent  possession  of  the 
cup,  having  won  it  for  three  consecutive  years. 

Captain  Arthur  W-.  Drock  returned  early  this  month  from  a trip  to  the 
northern  islands.  While  on  this  trip,  photographs  were  rude  of  the  various 
islands.  This  trip  was  made  during  bad  weather , so  the  Captain  had  plenty  of 
time  to  write  letters,  read,  play  cards,  etc.,  while  the  ship  lay  in  coves  wait- 
ing for  decent  weather. 

The  squadron  mess  hall  was  fixed  up  with  paintings  of  different  group  and 
squadron  insignia.  These  paintings  have  sxLded  very  much  to  the  attractiveness 
of  the  mess  hall. 

Clark  Field,  Pampanga,  F.I.,  August  24th. 

Operations  during  the  month  consisted  mainly  in  flight  attacks  on  two 
s eater  formations  and  50-calibre  machine  gun  firing. 

Aside  from  flying  and  routine  squadron  work,  we  are  busy  as  the  proverbial 
cat  with  various  projects.  Work  on  the  flying  field  progresses.  The  American 
Apartments  are  gradually  growing  luxurious.  The  youn ; forest  west  of  the  offi- 
cers line  is  being  converted  into  a parkway.  Our  chicken  yard  is  expanding  into 
a farm.  We  still  have  before  us  the  remodeling  of  the  bachelor  building  and 
then,  with  the  cooperation  of  Gen.  Holies,  we’re  hoping  for  a "Good  Hoads" 
program. 

An  additional  set  of  quarters  at  Stotsenburg  was  made  available  for  Clark 
Field,  and  we’re  hoping  when  the  next  boat  arrives  to  get  one  officer  in  addi- 
tion to  a replacement  for  Captain  Hickey,  who  leaves  in  October. 

Golf  is  still  at  the  front  in  athletics,  all  officers  and  many  ef  the  en- 
listed personnel  playing  each  afternoon.  It  is  of  interest  to  write  that  the 
McKinley  course  was  closed  for  the  rainy  season, ’and  several  Hichols  officers 
make  a weekly  pilgrimage  here  for  golf,  notably  Major  Kilner  and  Lieuts.  Hoag 
and  Stearley.  We  are  in  the  throes  of  our  second  monthly  Air  Corps  tournament 
now.  Ho  winners  picked  yet.  On  the  Clark  Field  course,'  an  enlisted  men’s  tour- 
nament is  in  full  swing  to  terminate  on  September  14th. 

The  bowling  alley  continues  to  thrive.  Each  Department  boasts  of  a team. 
Transportation  took  on  the  officers  team  during  the  month  for  a 3-game  match  and 
got  two  our  of  three  games  - but  when  you  figure  the  pins  the  officers  nosed  the 
out  by  16  loins.  _ 

Social  activities  for  the  month  included  a dinner  dance  at  the  Club,  the 
usual  round  of  parties,  celebrations  at  San  Fernando_  and  Dambam,  and  an  occasion- 
al trip  to  Angeles  for  "Chop  Suey."  Visitors  to  Clark  Field  during  the  month 
included  Major  Kilner,  Lieuts.  Oakley  Kelly,  Paul,  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Hoag  and  Miss 
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Anabelle  Hoppe,  of  Nichols  Field,  Lieut.  Zeller  of  the  Qrduauce  Depot,  _Mr . 
Redfern  of  3ar.iban  and  Major  Andreu  of  San  Fernanda. 

Luke  Field,  T.H.,  September  1-ith. 

Major  Maxwell  Kirby  arrived  in  this  Department  on  Aupxst  24th  aboard  the 
USAT  SOMME.  Defore  he  cane  here  Major  Kirby  was  stationed  at  the  University  of 
Illinois,  Urbana,  in  charge  of  the  Air  Corps  ROTC.  He  took  over  the  command  of 
Luke  Field,  relieving  Major  P.3.  Van  Hi  strand,  now  stationed  at  Langley  Field. 

Captain  Fabian  L.  Pratt  recently  received  his  majority.  He  is  the  Flight 
Surgeon  at  this  post  and  is  also  the  only  Flight  Surgeon  who  carries  both 
heavier-than-air  and  lighter-than-air  ratings  in  the  U.S.  Amy. 

Captain  Lloyd  L.  Harvey,  Group  Opera/fcions  Officer,  who  was  stationed  at 
this  post  for  the  past  three  years,  is  now  on  his  way  to  Ft.  Crockett,  Texas, 
his  new  station. 

First  Lieut.  Harry  G.  Montgomery  is  pursuing  a course  at  the  Cooks  and 
Bakers  School  at  Schofield  Larracks. 

2nd  Lieut.  Clarence  S.  Thorpe  left  on  the  August  Transport  for  -March  Field. 

1st  Lieut.  Harold  Lee  George  took  over  the  Group  Operations  Office,  reliev- 
ing Captain  Harvey.  He  was  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  72nd  Bombardment  Sqdn. 
Captain  Harry  C.  Drayton  is  the  new  Commanding  Officer  of  the  72nd  Squadron. 

The  Luke  Field  baseball-  team,  finished  second  in  the  Sector-Navy  League, 
winning  eleven  and  losing  three  games. 

The  enlisted  men  here  are  practicing  for  the  Volley  Dali  League.  Each  or- 
ganization at  this  post  will  be  represented  by  a tears  in  the  Inter-Squadron 
series.  The  winner  will  receive  a silver  Trophy.  Last  year,  the  4th  Squadron 
was  the  winner,  with  the  65th  Service  finishing  runner-up. 

On  August  1st  the  Group  was  directed  to  fly  tow  target  missions  with  the 
64th  C.A.C.  (A. A.').  These  missions  are  to  continue  until  October  31st.  There 
are  usually  two-day  missions  for  five  days'  each  week,  and  eight  night  missions 
per  month.  LD-5A  airplanes  are  bein?  used  for  this  work.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  there  are  only  14  pilots  at  Luke  Field,  it  has  been  necessary  to  check  out 
all  pilots  on  bombardment  planes  in  order  to  relieve  the  load  from  the  two 
bombardment  squadrons  which  have  only  three  pilots  assigned  to  each  organization. 
This  results  in  the  training  of  all  piloting  personnel  here  as  big  ship  pilots. 

During  the  past  month  the  three  tactical  organizations  of  this  command 
spent  ten  days  each  at  the  Group  Ilest  Camp  established  at  Naimanalo.  The  trans- 
portation of  all  personnel  and  supplies  was  handled  by  air.  This  camp  is  actual- 
ly a REST  CAMP,  for  the  men  have  no  duties  excepting  those  absolutely  essential 
in  running  their  mess.  The  uniform  at  rest  camp  consists  of  "anything,"  for  the 
camp  is  on  Government-owned  land  and  removed  from  prying  eyes. 

72nd  Dombardnent  Squadron:  Private,  1st  Cl.,  Air  Mechanic,  2nd  Cl.  Smment 
T.  Molamphy  soloed  at  John  Rogers  Airport  at. Honolulu  on  August  20th,  after 
having  5 hours  and  45  minutes  of  primary  training  and  instructions.  Private 
Molamphy  is  endeavoring  to  obtain  a private  pilot's  license. 

Private  Henry  N.  Irlenborn,  Private  J.  Schmidt  and  Pvt.  1st  Cl.  "Dutch" 
Kneupper  celebrated  aboard  the  German  Cruiser  EMDEN  while  it  was  in  port  at 
Honolulu.  None  of  them  seems  to  be  much  the  worse  for  the  wear  and  the  good 
time  they  had.  Private  Irlenborn  found  a lost  friend  in  the  person  of  Machinen- 
gefr$itte  (Chief  Machinist  Mate)  Hans  Mordener,  one  of  the  EMDEN  crew.  Both  at- 
tended' school  together  in  their  home  town  in  Germany. 

Private,  1st  Cl.  Richard  J.  Thompson  was  recently  appointed  Corporal;  Pvt. 
1st-  Cl.  Donald  G.  McKinnon,  Air  Mechanic,  2nd  Class. 

Privates  Wm.  H.  Messick  and  Theodore  H.  Klein  left  on  August  transport  for 
a furlough  in  the  States. 

Master  Sgt.  John  W.  Frazer  left  on  the  last  transport  for  Kelly  Field,  Tex., 
as  a replacement,  after  serving  three  years  in  this  Department. 

Privates  Kenneth  A.  Dixon,  Eugene  J.  Chenault,  Luther  Ray  and  Robert  H. 
Habenicht  left  on  the  last  transport  for  discharge. 

Staff  Sgt,  John  E.  Moran  was  transferred  to  Scott  Field.  Sergeant  Charles 
Butcher  left  on  the  last  transport  for  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Headquarters  Detachment:'  Private  James.  Booth  was  recently  appointed  Air 
Mechanic,  2nd  Class,  Radio  Operator,  and  is  now  stationed  at  Upolu  Point  on  the 
Island  of  Hawaii.  Before  coming  here  he  was  Stationed  at  Chanute  Field,  111. 

Private,'  1st  Cl.  Frank  Pennasilico  was  .appointed  Air  Mechanic,  1st  Class, 
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Radio  Operator. 

Sergeant  Forrest  Johns,  who  arrived  in  this  Department  from  Chanute  Field, 
111.,  is  now  in  charge  of  the  Radio  Station  at  this  post. 

Private  Wilfred  IT.  Goodness  left  on  the  August  Transport  SOMME  for  dis- 
charge by  purchase. 

Pvt.  Earnest  M.  Eakes  left  on  August  Transport  for  furlough  in  the  States. 

Sergeant  James  Monroe,  11th  Photo  Section,  was  recently  appointed  Air 
Mechanic,  Isle  Class,  in  photography. 

23rd  Bombardment  Squadron:  Corporal  Edgar  L.  Krug  returned  to  his  outfit 
after  spending  3 months'  furlough  in  the  States.  While  he  was  away  he  was  pro- 
moted to  Sergeant.  During  last  year's  boxing  tournament  he  was  the  runner-up 
for  the  middleweight  championship  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

Private  James  Hartnett  was  recently  appointed  Corporal. 

.Private  Kermit  I.  Johnson  left  on  the  last  transport  for  a furlough  in  the 
States. 

65th  Service  Squadron;  Tech.  Sgt . Gabriel  Klemp  reenlisted  in  grade  and 
will  soon  be  on  the  retired  list  as  his  time  is  up  in  May. 

Private  Wm.  E.  Brennan  was  recently  appointed  Air  Mechanic,  2nd  Class. 

4th  Observation  Squadron:  Staff  Sgt.  Cecil  3.  Guile  left  on  the  last  trans- 
port for  Self ridge  Field,  Mich.  At  time  of  his  departure  he  was  the  only  en- 
listed pilot  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

Sergeant  Stanley  Modeleski  was  recently  appointed  Staff  Sergeant  and  is  now 
on  a furlough  in  the  States.  Private,  1st  Cl.,  Denver  C.  Brady  was  recently  ap- 
pointed Corporal  and  Air  Mechanic,  2nd  Class. 

The  following  enlisted  men  recently  arrived  in  the  Islands:  Staff  Sgt. 
Wesley  J.  Oliver  from  Bolling  Field,  D.C.;  Staff  Sgt.  Arval  L.  Hallon  from 
Selfridge  Field,  Mich.,  and  Staff  Sgt.  James  J.  Flanagan  from  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  October  5th. 

Kelly  Field's  E.  & R.  Officer,  1st  Lieut.  S.T.  Smith,  is  much  enthused  over 
this  year's  football  prospects.  Lieut.  F.P.  Booker  is  head  coach  again  this 
year.  He  is  being  given  invaluable  assistance  by  Asst.  Coaches,  2nd  Lieuts. 

L.G-.  Saunders,  K.E,  Wilson,  H.G-.  Bunker,  H.B.  Harbold  and  Arthur  W.  Meehan. 

Kelly  Field  has  high  hopes  of  winning  the  pennant  in  the  Army  Football 
League  this  year.  This  League  is  made  up  of  teams  from  the  9th  Infantry,  15th 
Field  Artillery,  12th  Field  Artillery,  23rd  Infantry,  Brooks  Field  and  Kelly 
Field.  Games  will  be  played  with  all  the  League  members  and  also  with  the  3rd. 
Attack  Group  of  Fort  Crockett.  The  League  starts  October  16th. 

The  first  game  was  played  against  Schreiner  Military  Academy  at  Kerrville, 
Texas,  on  September  20th,  and  resulted  in  a victory  for  the  Academy  boys  14-0. 
Schreiner  had  a well  coached  team  and,  aided  by  an  excellent  punter,  managed  to 
keep  Kelly  in  trouble  a good  part  of  the  time. 

Captain  Edwin  Burling,  Chaplain  Corps,  reported  for  duty  at  Kelly  Field 
on  September  17th.  He  had  just  completed  a tour  of  foreign  duty  in  the  Hawaiian 
Islands.  Captain  Burling  is  a Methodist  Minister  and  a graduate  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Ilorth  Carolina. 

Private  Walter  F.  Stafford  of  the  42nd  Squadron,  Kelly  Field,  has  been 
commended  by  the  Commandant,  Major  Janes  E.  Chaney,  for  his  alertness,  initiative 
and  strict  attention  to  duty.  This  commendation  was  made  because  of  Private 
Stafford's  action  on  discovering  a fire  in  an  officer's  quarters  while  on 
guard  about  midnight  September  13th.  He  promptly  entered  thehouse  and  extin- 
guished the  fire,  thus  avoiding  considerable  damage  and  possible  loss  of  life. 
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Air  Corps  November  9 , 1929  Washington,  D.C. 


The  chief  purpose  of  this  -publication  is  to  distribute  information  on 
aeronautics  to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps , Rational 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 

oOo — — 

RECORD  LORG  DISTARCE  PHOTOGRAPH 
By  the  Rews  Letter  Correspondent 

Recent  announcement  was  made  of  the  success  met  with  in  taking  an  aerial 
photograph  of  Mt . Ranier  from  a distance  of  227  miles.  The  distance  achieved 
in  this  long-distance  -photograph  exceeds  by  50  miles  any  previous  record. 
Photographs  were  also  obtained  from  a distance  of  214  miles.  The  photographer 
who  accomplished  this  notable  record  in  nhotographic  work  was  Captain  Albert 
W Stevens,  Chief  of  the  Aerial  Photographic  Unit  of  the  Materiel  Division, 
Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio.  Lieut.  John  D.  Corkille,  one  of  the  most  experi- 
enced flyers  in  the  Army  Air  Corps,  piloted  the  airplane. 

These  remarkable  photographs  were  obtained  the  past  summer  during  a 
14,000-mile  aerial  photographic  tour  of  the  northwestern  part  of  the  United 
States.  This  project  was  authorized  by  the  War  Department  because  of  the 
valuable  contribution  to  military  photography  that  were  expected  to  result. 

Tlie  territory  covered  included  Bryce  Canyon  of  Zion  Rational  Park  and  the  very 
rugged  forest  country  in  the  Cascade  Mountain  regions,  the  flyers  putting  in 
more  than  140  hours  of  flying  time.  In  the  227-mile  picture,  the  Three 
Sisters  Mountains  are  shown  in  the  foreground  fifteen  miles  away,  while  suc- 
cessively in  the  distance  are  Mt . Washington,  Three  Fingei'ed  Jack,  Mt . 
Jefferson,  Mt  . Hood,  Mt  . St.  Helens  and  Mt . Ranier.  Mt  Ranier  is  in  the 
State  of  Washington,  and  the  picture  was  taken  from  well  south  in  the  State  of 
Oregon.  The  take-off  field  was  Eugene,  Oregon,  about  an  hour's  flight  away 
from  the  territory  where  the  photographs  were  made. 

The  mountains  clearly  shown  are  far  beyond  the  distance  the  eye  can  see. 
Even  on  clear  days  the  atrrnsnhere  contains  sufficient  haze  to  limit  vision  to 
much  less  than  27  mile's.  But  the  long-distance  nhotographs  were  made  on  film 
sensitive  to  the  invisible  infra-red  rays  that  penetrate  smoke  and  haze.  In 
the  picture,  Mt . Ranier  appears  lower  than  the  other  mountains  to  the  fore- 
ground because  of  the  curvature  of  the  earth's  surface,  although  in  reality 
it  is  higher.  Because  the  photographer  could  not  see  his  objective,  he  was 
obliged  on  the  various  days  when  the  picture  was  attempted  simply  to  point 
his  camera  in  the  direction  of  Mt . Ranier  and  then  to  await  the  development  of 
the  film  to  learn  whether  he  had  been  successful. 

The  photograph  was  made  from  an  altitude  of  17,000  feet  above  a landmark 
which  could  be  identified  on  a map.  When  the  negative  was  developed  and  It 
was  shown  that  Mt.  Ranier  had  been  covered,  the  distance  was  measured  on  the 
map  from  the  mountain  to  the  landmark.  Because  of  the  fact  that  the  heavy 
forest  fires  this  year  served  to  greatly  increase  the  haze,  it  is  believed 
that,  if  an  attempt  were  made  to  take  the  photographs  before  the  season  of 
forest  fires  begins,  utilizing  the  same  photographic  materials  used  In  this 
flight,  even  a greater  distance  range  could  be  covered. 

In  addition  to  the  photographic  data  gained  on  these  long-distance  pic- 
tures, it  Is  thought  they  may  yield  important  measurements  relating  to  the 
curvature  of  light  rays  around  the  surface  of  the  earth.  Some  time,  however, 
will  be  required  in  working  out  these  computations. 

The  airplane  used  on  this  flight  was  the  CO-8  (DeHaviland  fitted  with 
Loening  Amphibian  wings)  powered  with  a Liberty  engine.  The  gas  capacity  is 
130  gallons.  Hie  camera  was  an  Army  K-6,  using  an  Eastman  500  mm.  focal 
length  lens,  Kryptocyanine  hypersensitized  film,  and  red  filter. 

The  great  value  of  high  altitude  or  long-distance  photography  in  time  of 
war  is  obvious.  It  would  mean  the  ability  to  secure  layouts  of  enemy  territory 
far  beyond  the  reach  of  enemy  anti-aircraft  guns.  Bat  the  value  extends  to 
peace  time  work  also.  Any  information  which  will  result  in  higher  haze  pene- 
tration photography  applies  to  obliques  as  well  as  vertical  high  altitude  work. 
In  oblique  photography  increased  penetration  means  the  possibility  of  manning 
far  greater  areas  in  a single  operation  with  the  use  of  the  four  or  five-lens 
Army  mapping  cameras.  This  would  be  infinitely  valuable  to  surveyors. 
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FIRST  PURSUIT’ 'GROUP  PARTICIPATES  IN  ATRROeT  DEDICATIONS 

Daring  the  month  of  September  the  1st  Pursuit  Group  at  Seifrldge  Field, 

Mt . Clemens,  Mich.,  participated  on  quite  a number  of  occasions  in  the  ceremo- 
nies incident  to  the  dedication  of  'Brew  airports , a few  of  the  more  important 
ones  being  enumerated  below. 

Danville,  111.,  was  dedicated’ on  September  7th,  the  Pursuibers  in  attend- 
ance being  Lieuts.  Cecil  E.  Henry,  Robert  L.  Schoenlein  and  Edward  H.  Underhill. 
They  returned  to  Selfridge  Field  the  following  day.. 

On  September  21st  a flight  of  three  planes  proceeded  to  Camden,  N.J.,  via 
the  Cumberland  Airport,  Maryland,  to  stage  exhibition  flights  during  the  dedi- 
cation exercises.  The  pilots,  Lieuts.  Orrin  L.  Grover,  Durward  0.  Lowry  and 
Flint  Garrison,  Jr. , returned  to  Selfridge  Field  the  following  day. 

The  dedication  of  the  airport  at  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota,  was  attended 
by  Lieuts.  Robert  D.  Moor,  Donald  L.  Putt  and  Lawrence  W.  Koons,  who  flew  to 
that  point  on  September  20th  and  returned  to  Self ridge  Field  on  the  22nd. 

Clinton,  Iowa,  was  the  scene  of  the  dedication  of  a new  airport  on 
September  24th,  1st  .Pursuit  Group  pilots  participating  being  Lieuts.  Robert  D. 
Moor,  Aubrey  L.  Moore  and  Paul  M.  Jacobs. 

Lieuts.  Duke,  Lowry  and  Garrison  participated  in  the  dedication  of  the 
new  airport  at  Peoria,  111.,  on  September  28th. 

In  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  flights  to  new  airports,  fii&r  members 
of  the  Group  flew  to  Baltimore,  Md. , on  September  11th,  via  Burgess  and  Bolling 
Fields,  to  participate  in  aerial  exercises  incident  to  a celebration  at  the 
Monumental  City  on  the  12th.  The  pilots,  Lieuts.  Alien  R.  Crawford,  Edward  H. 
Underhill,  Charles  A.  Harrington,  Orrfn  L.  Grover,  James  A.  Ellison  and  John 
C.  Crosthwaite  returned  to'  Self ridge  Field  on  the  13th. 

Captain  Lotha  A.  Smith,  Lieuts.  Hine,  Jacobs,  Crosthwaite,  Harrington, 
Wurtsmith,  Rhudy,  Underhill  and  French,  in  nine  Pursuit  planes,  proceeded  direc 
to  Bowman  Field,  Jeff ersont own,  Ky. , for  the  purpose  of  participating  in  the 
aerial  demonstration  in  connection  with  the  Convention  of  the  American  Legion 
at  Louisville,  Ky.,  September  30th  to  October  3rd.  Since  this  flight  was  to 
proceed  from  Bowman  Field  to  Eoliing  Field  on  October  4th,  Lieut.  Richards, 
piloting  a C-9  Ford  tri-motor  Transport,  ferried  six  mechanics  to  Bowman  Field 
for  such  mechanical  work  as  would  be  necessary  at  that  place  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preparing  the  Pursuit  planes  for  the  flight  to  Bolling  Field. 

oOo 

15th  OBSERVATION  SQUADRON  RETURNS  FROM  CAMP. 

The  15th  Observation  Squadron,  stationed  at  Self  ridge  Field,  Mt.  Clem^mfe', 
Mich.,  closed  Camp  Skeel,  Oscoda,  Mich.,  upon  the  completion  of  their  gunnery 
and  bombing  practice.  The  camp  was  a very  successful  one  from  every  viewpoint, 
being  marred  by  no  serious  mishaps.  A great  deal  was  accomplished  along  the 
lines  of  gunnery,  bombing  and  service  tests.  Three  members  of  the  Squadron 
qualified  as  expert  aerial  gunners  and  25  qualified,  as  expert  with  the  pistol, 
a total  of  72^0  qualifying. 

Since  returning  from  Oscoda  the  Squadron  took  part  in  three  demonstration 
flights  and  performed  a number  of  practice  missions  in  navigation,  communicatioi 
and  formation  flying.  And,  adds  the  News  Letter  Correspondent,  lest  we  forget 
our  Cadet  days,  we  have  been  having  the  usual  thirty  minutes  a day  buzzer 
practice. 

The  Squadron  new  has  the  largest  number  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  since 
it  was  reorganized  in  April,  1928.  Captain  Clearton  H.  Reynolds’  command  num- 
bers 17  officers  and  182  enlisted  men.  Of  the  officers,  14  are  pilots  and  4 
are  observers.  Seven  of  the  pilots  also  hold  the  rating  of  observer.  With  one 
enlisted  pilot , , making  a total  of  15  pilots,  the  News  Letter  Correspondent  con- 
siders that  the  Squadron  certainly  has  enough  of  them  to  keep  their  seven  02’ s 
and  one  PT  rather  busy. 

oOo 

AIR  CORPS  SQUADRON  MAKES  GOOD  IN  FARMING 

Rather  surprising  results  were  obtained  this  year  with  the  15th  Observaticr 
Squadron  garden  at  Selfridge  Field.  Maintained  at  a total  expense  of  but  $20. , 
the  net  proceeds  from  the  garden  approximated  $600*00  and,  in  addition,  plenty 
o£-fresh_vegeta-bles..were  enjoyed  during  the  entire  summer. 
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THE  OFFICERS'  CLUB  AT  ROCKWELL  FIELD,  CALIF. 

Considerable  activity  and  new  life  has  been  injected  into  the  Officers' 

Club  at  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif. , and  the  command  has  responded  at  the 
behest  of  the  Commanding  Officer  in  his  desire  to  have  a representative  organi- 
zation at  Rockwell  Field.  The  Officers'  Club  building, 6.  a temporary  structure; 
had  more  or  less  remained  in  status  quo  up  until  this  time.  It  is  now,  ftowever, 
all  that  can  be  asked  or  expected. 

A large  veranda  has  been  placed  on  the  north  side,  additional  French  doors 
leading  from  the  veranda  and  the  dance  hall  have  been  installed.  This  addition 
provides  for  a much  cooler  dance  floor  and  permits  members  and  their  guests  to 
utilize  the  veranda  for  the  purpose  of  rest  and  refreshments. 

Equipment  has  been  installed  providing  facilities  for  cooking  and  the 
serving  of  refreshments.  One  of  the  rooms  formerly  used  as  a storeroom  was 
cleaned. out,  repainted  and  refitted  and  will  now.be  used  as  a .dining  room. 

Heedless  to  say,  a soft  drink  bar  has  been  installed  which  it  is  felt  will 
prove  popular,  as  provisions  are  being  installed  for  speedy  service  on  milk 
shakes,  soft  drinks,  cigars,  cigarettes,  etc.  It  is  anticipated  that  in  the 
immediate  future  a Combination  radio  and  voice  reproducing  apparatus  will  be 
installed  in  the  Club.  It  is  further  anticipated  that  this  apparatus  will  pro- 
vide music  for  impromptu  dances  and  evening  dancing. 

Adequate  provisions  have  been  made  for  the  comfort  of  the  ladies.  A well 
appointed  dressing  room,  together  with  its  allied  requirements,  are  being  pro- 
vided. It  is  anticipated  that  the  Rockwell  Field  Officers'  Club  will  vie  for 
first  place  with  any  Air  Corps  Officers'  Club,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  visit- 
ing officers  will  take  advantage  of  the  Club  when  in  this  vicinity. 

It  might  be  opportune  to  state  at  this  time  that  the  Rockwell  Field 
Officers'  Club  provides  for  visiting  officers  messing  facilities,  beds,  bedding, 
shower  baths  and  athletic  activities,  and  it  is  hoped  all  visiting  pilots  when 
in  this  vicinity  will  avail  themselves  of  these  privileges. 

0O0 

BOMBERS  PARTICIPATE  IN  ORDNANCE  SHOW 

A flight  of  six  bombers  in  command  of  Major  Hugh  J.  Kherr,  Air  Corps,  left 
Langley  Field,  Va. , October  9th  for  the  Ordnance  Show  which  was  held  at  the 
Aberdeen. Proving  Ground,  Md. , October  10th  and  11th.  The  flight,  returned  to 
Langley  Field  on  the  11th.  . ■ _ 

While  at  Aberdeen  two  missions  were  flown  by  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group. 

The  first  mission,  flown  on  the  afternoon  of  October  10th,  consisted  of  the 
entire  flight  of  six  bombers.  The  planes  climbed  to  15,000  feet  with  two 
600-pound  bombs  to  each  ship  and  dropped  -the  entire  load  in  salvo  with  deadly 
accuracy  on  a ground  .target. 

Three  ships  participated  in  the  second  mission,  which  was-  flown  that  same 
evening,  and  dropped  pyrotechnics  from  about  3,000  feet.  The  officers  who  ac- 
companied Major  Knerr  on  the  trip  were  Lieuts.  Adams,  Huggins,  Steele,  Hood, 
Burnside,  Malone,  Colman,  Wolf inbarger , Vance,  Day  and  Wood. 

oOo 

AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS  ATTEND : NATIONAL  GUARD  CONVENTION 

.A  total  of  18  Air  Corps  officers , on  duty  as  instructors  of  various 
National  ’Guard  Air  units  throughout  the  country,  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field,  .. 
Coronado,  Calif.,  during  the  week- of  October  14-th,  for  the.  purpose  of  ferrying 
02-K  observation  planes  to  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  for  participation  in  the 
National  Guard  Convention  held  in  that  city  October  17th  to  19th,  inclusive. 

From  Los  Angeles  these  airplanes  will  be  ferried  to  various  National  Guard  air- 
dromes. The  officers  who  proceeded  to  Los.  Angeles  were  Major  A-.N.  Krogstad, 
Captains  Walter  H.  Reid,  George  M.  Palmer,  Harry  K.  Young,  Lieutenants  Guy  L. 
McNeil,  Leland  R.  Hewitt,  J.E.  Carroll , ' Lucas  V.  Beau,  Jr.-;  Robert  M.  Webster, 
Raymond  V.  Morrison,  D.D.  Watson,  Charles  Y.  Banfill,  C.E. . Shankle,  C.J. Kenney, 
Earle  J.  Carpenter,  John  H.  Gardner,  C.V.  Haynes  and  Omer  0.  Niergarth. 

— -0O0-- — 

Lieut.  Talma  (Tut)  Imlay,  former- captain  of  the  University  of  California's 
'"wonder  team"  was  a recent  visitor  at  Rockwell  Field,  Calif.  A'  short  time  ago 
he  was  commissioned  in  the  Regular  Army  from  the  Air  Corps  Reserve  and  assigned 
to  duty  at  Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas. 
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NAVIGATION  SCHOOL  FLIGHT 


The  culminating  feature  of  the  Advance  Navigation  School  naurse,  which  is 
conducted  at  Wright  Field  and  .which  closed  on  October  31st,  was  the  flight  from 
Which  the  class  returned  on  October  24tli.  In  this  flight  the  application  of 
the  various  methods  of  air  navigation  taught  during  the  course  were  demonstrated. 

The  six  Navigation  School  officers,  Lieuts.  W.  T.  Larson,  Lloyd  C . Blackburn , 
H.A.  Halverson,  Odas  Moon,  S.T.  Selzer  and  U.G.  Ent,  led  by  Captain  Clyde  V. 
Finter,  in  charge  of  the  School,  and  accompanied  by  Mechanics  Morris  McDaniels, 
and  P.G.  Greene,  took  off  in  a Ford  C-9  and  a Fokker  C-2A  from  Wright  Field  on 
October  15th.  The  Fokker  plane  has  been  fitted  up  especially  for  the  use  of  the 
Navigation  School  and  is  known  as  the  "Flying  Class  Room." 

The  first  point  visited  was  Scott  Field,  111. , and  from  there  the  flight 
jroceeded  to  Muskogee,  Oklahoma;  Dallas,  Texas;  San  Antonio,  Brownsville  and 
Galveston,  Texas;  New  Orleans,  La. ; Pensacola,  Fla.;  Birmingham,  Ala.;  Louis- 
ville, Ky. , and  back  to  Dayton. 

The  Radio  Beacon  was  used  between  Wright  and  Scott  Fields,  and  astronomical, 
radio,  instrument  ahd  "dead  reckoning"  methods  were  used  over  the  remainder  of 
the  course.  The  class,  if  was  proved,  had  become  especially  efficient  in  the 
use  of  the  radio  code.  A distance  of  2,850  miles  was  flown. 

Excellent  weather  prevailed  until  the  last  day,  when  about  100  miles  south 
of  Louisville  they  ran  Into  heavy  sleet.  They  flew  through  this  for  an  hour  and 
ten  minutes  with  an  800-foot  ceiling,  coming  in  to  land  at  the  Louisville 
airdrome.  The  next  day  they  were  weather-bound,  but  the  two  transports  were 
the  first  ships  to  be  cleared  the  following  day  and  returned  to  Dayton  with  .a 
ceiling  that  extended  from  a few  hundred  to  a few  thousand  feet.  The  visibility, 
however,  proved  fair  and  no  difficulty  was  experienced.  The  student  officers 
were  enthusiastic  about  the  flight  and  the  value  of  the  course. 

oOo — — 

WRIGHT  FIELD  PILOTS  ATTEND  ORDNANCE  DEMONSTRATION 

Lieut.  Levi  L.  Beery,  of  the  Flight  Test  Branch  of  the  Materiel  Division, 
Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio',  flew  a Curtiss  B-2  Bomber  to  Aberdeen  Proving 
Grounds,  Aberdeen,  Md. , to  participate  in  demonstrations  of  the  Eleventh  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Ordnance  Association  held  on  October  10th.  The  meeting  consisted 
of  a demonstration  of  all.  types  of  ordnance  and  armament,  including  the  firing 
of  guns , the  showing  of  tanks  and  armored  cars  in  action,  day^agd  night  firing 
of  anti-aircraft  artillery,  and  the  dropping  of  all  types  , ‘"“'sizes  of  bombs. 
Several  of  the  4,000-pound  bombs,  the  Army's  largest,  were  dropped. . 

Captain  C.F.  Hofstetter  and  Lieut,  James  .A,  Woodruff  also  flew  down  from 
Wright  Field  to  attend  the  meet.  . 

— -oOo 

NEW  CLASS  AT  ADVANCED  SCHOOL  STARTS  OPERATIONS 

The  n ew  class  at  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  known  in  the  school  records 
as  6— B,  began  training  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  on  October  16th.  The  graduating 
class  of  Flying  Cadets  who  accepted  active  duty  as  Reserve  Officers  had  been 
ordered  to  their  new  stations  on  October  13th.  One  officer  and  51  Flying  Cadets 
of  the  new  class  cane  from  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  and  12  officers  and 
35  Flying  Cadets  came  from  Brooks  Field,  Texas.  Two  officers  had  been  held 
over  from  the  last  class  at  Kelly  Field  on  account  of  time  lost  due  to  illness. 
Students  were  divided  into  specialised  sections  for  training,  as  fellows: 

Attack  Section,  18;  Bombardment  Section,  24;  Observation  Section,  19;  and 
Pursuit  Section,  40. 

- — oOo 

NATIONAL  RELIABILITY  TOUR  CULMINATES  SUCCESSFULLY 


Lieut.  Wendell  H.  Brookley,  stationed  at  the  Materiel  Division,  Wright 
Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  returned  on  October  24th,  after  having  flown  with  the 
National  Reliability  Tour  as  Army  representative.  Lieut.  Brockley's  plane,  an 
02-H,  was  one  of  43  to  participate  in  the.  flight,  29  of  which  were  contestants. 
He  piloted  Captain  Ray  Collins,  manager  of  the  Air  Tour.  A total  distance  of 
5,017  miles  was  cove  .red  and  32  cities  visited,  four  of  which  were  within  the 
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Oat  of  the  43  planes  to  start,  all  hut  three  came  in  at  the  finish,  and  no 
serious  accidents  marred  the  flight.  Excellent  weather  conditions  prevailed 
until  the  last  day  when  the  flight  from  Chicago  to  Detroit  was  anything  hut 
pleasant.  Lieut.  Brookley  expressed  himself,  as  enthusiastic  over  the  treatment 
received  everywhere  along  the  route,  the  interest  in  aviation  everywhere  dis- 
played, and  the  demonstration  of  reliability  given  by  the  planes  themselves. 

oOo— 

COORDINATING  INSTRUCTION  AND  TRAINING  AT  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 

Lieut,  Bail  C.  Kiel,  Senior  Instructor  in.  Attack  Aviation  at  the  Advanced 
Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  accompanied  by  1st  Lieut.  G.M.  St'  John, 
Assistant  Senior  Instructor  in  that  subject,  departed  by  airplane  recently 
for  an  extended  cross-country  trip.  They  are  scheduled  to  visit  Fort  Crockett, 
Galveston,  Texas;  Pensacola,  Fla.;  Langley  Fibld,  Va. ; Wright  Field,  Dayton,  0. ; 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  and  Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  for  the  purpose  of  coordinat- 
ing attack  instruction  at  the  Advanced  Flying  School  with  instruction  at  other 
Service  Schools.  They  also  intend  to  secure  information  concerning  the  defen- 
sive methods  developed  by  other  arms  of  the  Service  against  Attack  Aviation. 

Captain  John  K.  Cannon,  Senior  Instructor  in  Pursuit  Aviation  at  the 
Advanced  Flying  School,  left  on  a cross-country  flight  to  Self ridge  Field,  Mich. 
Wright  Field,  Dayton,  0.;  Washington,  D , C . , and  Langley  Field,  Ya. , for  the 
purpose  of  attending  conferences  at  these  stations  on  the  proper  coordination  of 
Pursuit  instruction  and  training.  ; 

— -oOo— — 

DEATH  OF  LIEUTENANT  BOWMAN 

It  was  with  extreme  regret  that  Wright  Field  learned  of  the  death  of  Lieut. 
John  W.  Bowman,  Air  Corps,  who  took  off  on  October  25th  to  fly  to  Washington  and 
crashed  at  Grant sville , Md. , his  plane  striking  a tree  in  a fog. 

Lieut.  Bowman  came  to  Wright  Field  to  pursue  the  aeronautical  6oglS$ering 
course  of  the  Air  Corps  Engineering  School  in  June,  1928.  Graduating  from  the 
school  in  July,  1929,  he  was  assigned  to  the  Propeller  Unit  where,  because  of 
his  aptitude  for  the  work  and  his  expertness  as  a mathematician,  he  was  a valued 
member  of  the  group.  The  resignation  of  some  of  the  older  engineers  of  this 
unit  made  him  especially  n:*C0UCiary  to  this  work  and  Trill  cause  him  to  be  greatly 
missed.  Although,  one  of  the  younger  officers,  he  made  a place  for  himself  In 
the  affections  of  his  comrades. 

Liout.  Bowman,  the  son' of  George  T.  Bowman , Lieut  .-Colonel,  U.S.  Army, 
Towson,  Maryland , was  born  In  the  Philippine  Islands  op  ,0c to her  3,  1903.  Upon 
his  graduation  from  the  United  States  Military  Academy , West  Point,  N.Y.,  in 
1923,  he  was  appointed  a 2nd  Lieutenant  of  Cavalry.  He  was  one  of  the  three 
honor  graduates  of  his  class,  having  maintained  an  average  of  92  percent  or 
better  during  each  of . the  four  years  of  the  course.  He  attended  the  Primary 
Flying  School  at  Brooks  Field  and  the  Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field, 
completing  his  flying  training  in  1927  and  being  rated  as  airplane  pilot  and 
airplane  observer.  He  was  then  transferred  to  the  Air  Corps. 

Upon  graduating  from  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  he  was  assigned  to  duty 
at  MItchel  Field,  N.Y. , as  personnel  adjutant.  In  1928  he  married  Eleanor  M. 
Bender,  of  Stamford, ' Conn. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  Air  Corps  Engineering  School  course,  he  spent 
two  months  with  the  Curtiss  Company  as  chief  instructor  of  flying  students  at 
the  New  York  Field.  He  was  an  excellent  pistol  and  rifle  shot , having  won 
second  place  in  the  national  matches  for  aerial  gunnery  when  out  of  flying 
school  but  a year.  .He  Was  considered  an  excellent  pilot  and  Ms  future,  which 
seems  to  have  been  too  early  cut  off,  was  full  of  promise. 

• — —oOo-— 

.GENERAL  GIEBOQHE' VISITS  .KELLY.  FIELD:.. 

Brig. -Gene rail  Uilliam  E.  Gillmore , Assistant  Chief  of  ..the  Air  Corps , landed 
at  Kelly  Field  on  October  19th  and  was  the  guest  of  General  Lahm  while  in.  San 
Antonio.  The  General  was  making  his  first  inspection  Of  Air  Corps  stations 
since  taking  over  his  new  duties  in  Washington.  From  San  Antonie  he  went  to 
Fort  Crockett  to  inspect-  the  3rd  Attack  Group.  He  was  flying  in  one  of  the  new 
Thomas- Morse  observation  planes  piloted  by  Lieut.  G.P.  Tourtellct.  He  was  also 
accompanied  by  Lieut.  Newton  Longfellow  in  a P-1. 
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FIRST  PURSUIT.  GROUP  PILOTS  MARE  VISITED  .CANADA 

Pilots  of  the  27th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich..,  participated 
in  a group  flight  to  Toronto,  Canada,  on  September  5th  for  the  purpose  of  attend- 
ing the  Canadian  Rational  Exposition,  viz:  Captain  Lotha  A.  Smith,  Lieut s . Hine, 
Gehlbach,  Wright,  Harrington,  Kenyon,  Koons,  Sillin  and  Straubel.  Much  enthusi- 
asm was  displayed  over  the  reception  extended  by  the  enthusiastic  Canadians. 


Lieuts.  Crosthwaite  and  Harrington,  of  the  27th  Pursuit  Squadron,  accompanied 
a flight  to  Baltimore,  Md.  , on  the  occasion  of  the  celebration  held  there  in  con- 
nection with  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  that  city.  Demonstrations  of  forma- 
tion and  acrobatic  flying  were  carried  out.  A visit  was  made  to  the  plant  of 
the  Berliner- Joyce  Aircraft  Co.,  where  all  the  pilots  showed  great  interest  in  a 
two-seater  Pursuit  job  being  built  there.  The  Hews  Letter  Correspondent  states 
that  this  new  ship  shows  great  possibilities. 

oQo 

GOLF  POPULAR  IH  THE  PHILIPPIHES 

Recently  a committee  of  enlisted  men  created  quite  a stir  in  post  headquar- 
ters at  Hichols  Field,  Rizal,  P.I.,  by  reporting  to  the  Commanding  Officer  with 
plans  for  a first  class  nine-hole  golf  course  on  Hichols  Field,  and  requested 
permission  to  build  same  on  their  own  time.  Major  W.G.  Kilner,  a golfer  him- 
self, highly  indorsed  the  idea  and  set  golf  experts,  Lieuts.  Shea  and  Hamlin, 
to  milling  over  the  plan.  Squadron  Commanders  were  called  and  each  agreed  to 
build  one  or  two  greens  and  corresponding  tees  and  bamboo  shelters. 

The  greens  are  to  be  located  in  protected  nooks  and  unused  plots  of  ground, 
permitting  intricate  outlays  of  traps  and  bunkers  at  six  greens,  which  will  be 
grass  greens  so  located  that  an  airplane  will  not  become  involved.  The  remain- 
ing ones  will  be  sand  greens  along  the  railroad. 

The  Hichols  Field  Golf  Club  has  already  been  formed,  comprising  all  the 
officers,  75  enlisted  men,  several  civilian  employees  and  some  local  civilians. 

The  enthusiasm  is  so  high  that  it  is  generally  felt  that  the  first  nine  holes 
is  a starter  and  that  another  year  will  see  the  sportiest  golf  course  around 
Manila  at  Hichols  Field. 

oOo 

AREA  DEVASTATED  BY  TYPHOON  PHOTOGRAPHED 

Two  Amphibian  plans  assigned  to  the  6th  Photo  Section  at  Hichols  Field,  P.I., 
were  recently  taken  off  on  a mission  to  determine  the  area  swept  by  the  violent 
typhoon  which  visited  the  Islands  and  to  make  aerial  photographs  of  same.  One 
of  the  amphibians  was  piloted  by  Major  W.G.  Kilner,  Air  Corps,  accompanied  by 
Governor  General  Davis  as  passenger,  while  the  other  was  piloted  by  Lieut.  Bob 
Howland  with  Master  Sergeant  Klutz,  photographer,  and  Technical  Sergeant  Lee 
(pilot)  as  observer.  A number  of  aerial  photographs  were  made  at  Infanta  and 
vicinity,  this  territory  being  the  hardest  swept  by  wind  and  water. 

Captain  Giles  and  Lieut.  .Douglas,  in  two  Amphibians,  with  Staff  Sgt . Stapp 
and  Sergeant  Crette  as  mechanics,  made  a flight  to  Haga,  a typhoon  stricken  area 
in  the  vicinity  of  Mayo  Volcano,  for  the  purpose  of  dropping  medical  aid. 

— oOo- — 

A HEW  JOB  FOR  MAJOR  ROYCE 

Major  Ralph  Royce,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  First  Pursuit  Group  at  Selfridge 
Field,  Mt . Clemens,  Mich.,  left  the. Group  recently  on  leave  of  absence  for  three 
months  to  assume  a rather  unusual  job,  that  of  aerial  traffic  cop  for  Cook 
County,  Illinois.  According  to  the  understanding  of  the  Hews  Letter  Correspon- 
dent, Major  Royce1 s duties  are  to  supervise  the  operation  and  equipment  of  the 
many  commercial  fields  in  and  around  Chicago,  as  well  to  act  in  an  advisory 
capacity  with  reference  to  a proposed  -uniform  system  of  flying  instruction  and 
regulations  for  Cook  County. 

oOo 

Planes' and  personnel  from  Mitchel  Field,  H.Y.,  attended  airport  openings 
and  dedications  recently  at  Connellsville  and  Kylerstown,  Pa.';  Camden,  H.J., 

Utica,  H.Y.  and.Rthol,  Mass. 
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Air,  CORPS  PARTICIPATION IN  MILITARY.  CARNIVAL 

Pilots  from  Bolling  Field  and  from  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air 
Corps  participated  in  the  Military  Exposition  and  Carnival  held  at  the  Army  War 
College  on  October  3rd,  4th  and '5th,  the  following-named  officers  talcing  x>art: 
Captains  Frank  O’D.  Hunter,  Ira  C.  Eaker,  Lieuts.  G.P.  Tourtellot,  C.W. Sullivan 
and  Newton  Longfellow. 

Bolling  Field  was  host  to  the  1st  Pursuit  Group  from  Self ridge  Field, 

Mich.,  and  the  3rd  Attack  Group  from. Fort  Crockett,  Texas,  which  organizations 
also  participated  in  the,  demonstration. 

On  the  morning  of  October  3rd  Captain  Ernest  Clark  flew  the  C-9  Transport 
to  Richmond,  Va.*  returning' to  Bolling  Field  at  about  2:30  p.m. , with  the 
Hon.  Harry  Flood  Byrd,  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  his  staff  as  passengers,  and 
who  wore  honor  guests  at  the  Amy  Show  the  first  day. 

At  5:15  p.m.  the  same  evening,  Captain  Eaker,  piloting  an  01-B,  flew 
Governor  Byrd  to  Winchester,  Va. , and  Lieut.  Robertson  flew  the  Governor’s 
Staff  back  to  Richmond  in  the*  C-9. 

A detail  of  ton  men  from  the  19th  Airship  Company,  Langley  Field,  Va. , in 
charge,  of  Lieut.  W ,J.  McCracken,  was  sent  to  Washington  on  October  1st  to 
participate  in  the  Military  Carnival.  A type  11 R"  observation  balloon  was  in- 
flated and  flown  to,  Washington  during  the  Carnival.  The  journey  of  the  detach- 
ment to  and  from  Washington  was  made  in  motor  trucks,  the  detail  returning  on 
October  8th. 

A flight  of  seven  bombers  from  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group , Langley  Field, 

Va, , also  participated  in  the  Carnival,  and  returned  to  hone  station  on 
October  6th.-  • 

oOo — - 

COLONEL  LINDBERGH  WARMLY  '.GREETED  IN  PANAMA 

Colonel  and  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Lindbergh  and  party , on  an  inaugural  flight 
around  the  Caribbean,  arrived  at  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  on  September 
30th.  Although  they  were  expected  at  about  3:00  p.m.,  they  did  not  arrive 
until  nearly  two  hours  later.  The  Colonel  was  piloting  a Sikorsky  Amphibian 
and  landed  in  a tropical  shower  which,  however,  did  not  in  the  least  dampen  the 
enthusiastic  greeting  given  him  by  some  2,000  people. 

From  six  to  seven  o’clock  the  officers  of  France  Field  held  a tea  and. 
reception  in  their  honor,  and  numerous  social  functions  were  arranged  for  thoip 
the  next  day  on  the  Pacific  side  of  the  Isthmus.  They  departed  for  Managua.,  . 
Nicaragua,  on  October  2nd. 

- — oOo 

REPAIRING  A PLANE  AT  THE  SCENE  OF  WRECK 

A Fokkcr  Transport  plane  which  had  its  landing  gear  washed,  out  and  a Wing 
tip  damaged  because  of  rolling  through  a deep  unmarked  hole  at  the  Panama 
National  Air-port,  now  under  construction,  was  very  skillfully  repaired  on  the 
spot  by  personnel  of  the  Panama  Air  Depot. 

The  News  Letter  Correspondent  states  that  the  Engineering  Section  of  the 
Depot  deserves  commendation  for  the  excellent  work  done  under  very  adverse 
conditions.  The  ship  lay  in  a sea.  of  mud.  A pouring  rain,  was  a daily  occur- 
rence, the  ship  was  forty  miles  from  the  Depot  at  Franco  Field  and  most  of  tho 
Spare  fittings  had  to  bo  made. 

The  work  was  started  by  a detail  under  Technical  Sergeant ' Glascock  ..and 
finished  by  the  same  detail  under  Master  Sergeant  Flynn.  Lieuts.  Downey  and 
Bailey  directed, the  job  and  tho  latter  flow  the  ship. back  to  France  Field. 

— oOo 

MARINE  LABORATORY  SIGHT  INSPECTED  FROM  THE  AIR 

An  investigation  of  the  tidewater  sites  offered  to  the  Conservation  Depart- 
ment and  the  University  of  Maryland  for  the  establishment  of  a Marine  Laboratory 
was  made  on  October  21st  in  an  02— H airplane,  piloted  by  Lieut.  J.A.  Willis,  Air 
Corps,  of  Bolling  Field,  D.C.,  with  Mu*.  "R.-V.  Truitt,  Professor  of  Zoology, 
•University  of  Maryland,  as  observer.  -The "trip  was  eminently  successful,  for  in 
addition  to  adequate  notes,  about  30  pictures  were  taken  for  tho  purpose  of  de- 
termining the  most  suitable  location  for  the  new  Laboratory. 
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GOVERNMENT  OFFICIALS  FLOWN  TO  ORDNANCE  DEMONSTRATION 

■ .*  SX  A'v^-,  • *-  . " 

A total  of  16  airplanes  from  Bolling  Field,  D.C.,  were  flown  to  Aberdeen, 

Md. , on  October  10th  by  pilots  on  duty  at  Bolling  Field  and  in  the  Office  of 
the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  Army  and'  Civil  Government 
officials  to  witness  the  Ordnance  Demonstration  at  the  Aberdeen  Proving  Grounds, 

Among  the  notables  who  made  the  trip  by  air  were  Senator  Bingham,  of 
Connecticut,  piloted  by  Major  Davidson,  Commanding  Officer  of  Bolling  Field; 
Senator  Heed,  of  Pennsylvania,  piloted  by  Lieut.  Qpesada;  Maj or- General  James 
E.  Fechet,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps;  Brigadier- General *Wm.  E.  Gillmore,  Assistant 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps;  Brigadier- General  King,  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff;  and 
Colonel  P.J.  Hurley,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  who  was  piloted  by  Lieut. 
Kimble. 

0O0 

ARMY  PISTOL  TEAM  DOSS  WELL  AT  THE  NATIONAL  MATCHES 

The  Pistol  Team  from  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  composed  of  Sergeants 
Lucy,  Sorenson,  Laquatra,  Adams,  Corporal  Kemer  and  Private  Sislock,  which 
participated  in  the  National  Matches  at  Camp  Perry,  Ohio,  gave  a very  good 
account  of  itself  and  won  a number  of  medals  as  well  as  cash  prizes. 

0O0 

AMPHIBIAN  PLANES  USED  ON  PHOTOGRAPHIC  MISSION 

A flight  of  four  Amphibian  planes  from  Luke  Field,  T.H.,  piloted  by -Major 
Maxwell  Kirby,  Lieuts.  Harold  L.  George,  Thomas  M.  Lowe  and  Richard  H.  Dean, 
with  Lieut. -Colonel  Sherman  Miles,  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  G-3,  Hawaiian  De- 
partment, and  Lieut.  James  F.  Early  as  Radio  Officer,  performed  a coordination 
and  photographic  mission  to  Hilo  recently. 

The  Trans-Pacific  Fokker  plane,  used  by  Lieuts.  Maitland  and  Hegenberger 
on  their  historic  flight  from  Oakland,  Calif.,  to  Honolulu  in  1927,  accompanied 
the  Amphibian  flight,  having  as  passengers  the  Department  Commander  (Major- 
General  Edwin  B.  Winans);  Captain  Loren  F.  Farmley,  aide  to  General  Winans,  and 
Major  Lathrop  B.  Clapham,  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  Hawaiian  Division. 

While  at  Hilo  General  Winans  inspected  the  National  Guard  units  in  camp 
there.  The  weather  conditions  during  this  flight  were  good,  with  the  visibility 
reported  as  excellent. 

oOo 

THE  KUNTZ- MOSES  LOVING  CUP 

A beautiful  loving  cup  has  been  authorized  and  presented  to  Luke  Field, 

T.H. , in  memory  of  Lieut.  Clyde  A.  Kuntz  and  Private  Donald  F.  Moses,  who  lost 
their  lives  in  an  airplane  accident  while  flying  a night  mission  on  June  9th 
last.  This  trophy  will  be  competed  for  each  year  and  awarded  to  the  squadron 
winning  the  greatest  number  of  points  in  Basketball,  Volley  Ball,  Swimming  and 
Boxing. 

oOo 

WRIGHT  FIELD  PILOT  RETURNS  FROM  FOREST  PATROL  DUTY 

Lieut.  A.  J.  Lyon,  Air  Corpse  returned  to  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  re- 
cently from  aeveral  months  absence  spent  in  the  Northwest.  During  the  greater 
part  of  this  period  he  was  attached  to  the  Forest  Patrol  and  accomplished  a 
great  deal  of  daily  flying.  His  travels  took  him  through  the  States  of  Idaho, 
Montana  and  Washington.  During  1919  and  1920,  Lieut.  Lyon  flew  with  the  Army 
forestry  patrol  which  proved  the  value  of  such  protection  to  our  forested  areas. 

— oOo— 

PROMINENT  ENGINEERS  SEVER  CONNECTION  WITH  AIR  CORPS 

Among  the  prominent  engineers  who  have  recently  severed  connection  with  the 
Materiel  Division  or,  in  field  parlance,  "gone  commercial , " are  Lieut.  Harry  A. 
Sutton,  Lieut.  E.  W.  Dickmaii  and  Mr.  C.V.  Johns  fit'  cf  the  Airplane  Branch;  Mr. 

M.A.  Smith,  of  the  Propeller  Unit;  Mr.  Bradley  Jones,  of  the  Navigation  Unit,  Mr. 
Clem  G.  Trimbach  of  the  Armament  Branch,  and  Mr.  Opie  Chenowith  of  the  Power 
Plant  Branch. 
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CIGARETTE  LIGHTER  FLUID  AVERTS  A SERIOUS  CRASH 


It  seems  as  if  the  Spirit  of  Baron  Munchausen  still  lives  on  at  Mitchel 
Field,  Herr  York.  The  other  evening  one  of  the  young  officers  stationed  at 
tha-t  field  was  calling  on  a young  lady  Y/ho  lives  on  the  post.  Her  father  is 
not  a flyer  hut  a sky  pilot,  and  the  young  flyer  r;as  relating  to  the  family 
"on  masse"  his  torrifying  experience  on  a certain  afternoon,  as  follows: 

"The  Post  Operations  Officer  wanted  a pilot  to  go  on  a very  important 
mission  and,  of  -course,  wanted  a younger  officer  for,  as  he  stated,  yQU  know 
these  old  men  in  the  Air  Corps  are  pretty  good  hut  they  are  living  in  the 
past.  Just  then  I came  in  and,  of  course,  he  picked  me.  How  it  was  a blust- 
ery day,  with  a.  storm  coming  up,  hut  he  knew  I could  perform  the  mission  and 
bring  the  ship  hack. 

"On  the  way  to  complete  the  mission,"  the  young  man  continued,  "I  was 
hindered  by  the  fact  that  the  map  was  wrong  or,  I guess,  they  had  moved  a 
couple  of  towns,  for  I know  I was  right  over  New  Brunswick,  whereas  the  sign 
on  the  railroad  station  read  'South  Amboy.'  Well,  anyway,  when  I arrived  at 
Fort  Hancock  I completed  my  mission  very  well.  The  reason  I know  this  is 
that,  although  I could  not  get  the  radio  to  work  and  did  not  answer  any 'panels, 
they  sent  the  'Go  home  signal,'  which  meant  we  had  a very  successful  mission. 

I got  through  in  fifteen  minutes,  although  I did  not  receive  or  send  anything. 

"I  did  not  spend  an  hour,  which  is  the  usual  time  for  that  mission.  I then 
started  for  home,  hut  horrors!  I was  hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  dark  clouds. 
Lightning  zig-zagged  across  the  sky;  the  ground  was  obscured  and  the  wind  rose 
to  at  least  100  miles  an  hour.  I fought  my  ?/ay  through  by  superhuman  clever- 
ness and  strength  when  I noticed  I had  only  a quart  of  gasoline  left.  Suddenly 
I came  through  the  clouds  and  because  the  wind  was  blowing  so  hard  I overshot 
the  field  by  about  nine  miles.  Just  then  my  motor  quit  - gasoline  all  gone! 

"Grasping  at  my  left  side  to  hold  my  heart  in  place,  I felt  a package. 
Palling  it  out  I found  a can  of  lighter  fluid.  With  rare  presence  of  mind  I 
held  the  stick  back  with  my  foot,  tore  off  the  cover  from  the  can  and  poured 
the  contents  into  the  gas  tank.  The  motor  sputtered  and  caught,  and  I came  in 
and  made  my  usual  good  landing,  taxying  to  the  line  just  as  the  motor  finally 
died. " 

"Bat  weren't  you  just  scared?"  squealed  the  fair  young  thing. 

"Not  at  all,"  he  answered.  "Tilings  like  that  are  regular  happenings  in 
the  life  of  a Kelly  Field  graduate." 

0O0 

KELLY  FIELD  GRADUATING  CLASS  BREAKS  SEVERAL  RECORDS 

Ai  account  was  given  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Ne?/s  Letter  of  the  gradua- 
tion on  October  12th  of  the  July  Class  of  the  Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly 
Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  wherein  it  was  stated  that  the  119  students  compris- 
ed the  largest  class  to  graduate  from  this  school  since  the  termination  of  the 
war. 

According  to  a later  report  submitted  by  the  News  Letter  Correspondent, 
the  graduating  students  numbered  117,  consisting  of  47  second  lieutenants,  grad- 
uates of  the  1928  Class  of  the  United  States  Military  Academy;  69  Flying  Cadets 
and  one  Master  Sergeant.  Ho  goes  on  to  say  further  that  that  these  students 
were  the  successful  survivors  of  an  original  class  of  221  in  October,  1928, 
and  that  this  class  holds  several  records,  viz:  the  largest  number  of  graduates, 
the  largest  number  of  graduates  among  officer  personnel  and  the  largest  per- 
centage (52.4$)  of  graduates  of  any  class  in  the  history  of  the  school. 

An  aerial  review  in  which  the  entire  student  body  participated  was  held  at 
9:00  a.m. , October  12th,  and  exercises  were  held  in  the  Aviation  Club  at  11:00 
a.m.  General  S.D.  Rockenbach,  Chief  of  the  Tank  Corps  in  the  A.E.F.,  and  at 
present  Commanding  General  of  the  Second  Division,  delivered  the  principal  ad- 
dress and  distributed  the  graduation  certificates.  General  Frank  P.  Lahm  pre- 
sented the  Reserve  Commissions  to  the  Flying  Cadets,  and  Major  C.L.  Tinker  gave 
the  graduates  their  wings.  Major  J.  E.  Chaney,  the  Commandant  of  the  Advanced 
Flying  School .presided. 

Tne  station  assignment  of  the  officer  graduates  was  given  in  the  last 
issue  of  the  News  Letter.  Listed  as  to  specialties,  6 officers,  .11  Flying 
Cadets  and  one  Master  Sergeant  were  graduated  as  Attack  pilots;  4 officers  and 
13  Flying  Cadets  as  Bombardment  pilots;  15  officers  and  16  Flying  Cadets  as 
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Observation  pilots,  21  officers  and  29  Flying  Cadets  as  Pursuit  pilots. 

Of  the  69  Plying  Cadet  graduates,  58  accepted  assignment  to  active  duty 
under  their  status  as  2nd  Lieutenant  in  the  Air  Corps  Reserve.  The  station 
assignment  of  these  newly  commissioned  Reserve  officers  is  given  below,  as 
follows : 


To 


Rockwell  Field,  Co r onado , Cal if . 

Ed', vard  W.  Anderson  Pursuit 
Wm.  W.  Caldwoll  " 

Ivan  L . Farman 
William  Groen,  Jr. 

Maurice  W.  Judd 
Winslow  C . Morse 
Elder  Pat te son 
Robert  K.  Urban 


Bombardment 

ii 


Pursuit 

ti 


Bombardment 


To 


Self ridge  Field,  Michigan. 

Edward  W.  Anderson  Pursuit 
Jesse  Auton 
Robert  ¥.  Burns 
Francis  H.  Griswold 
Clarence  F.  Hegy 
Curtis  E.  LcMay 
George  B.  McLcllan 
William  R.  Morgan 
Sidney  J.  he Is on 
Llewellyn  0.  Ryan 
Herbert  H. Tollman 
H.  H.  Van  Aukon 
Louis  A.  Vaupre 


ti 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ti 

ii 

Attack 

Pursuit 

it 

ii 

it 


To  Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery,  Ala. 

Richard  J.  French  Observation 
Harold  L.  Mace  " 

Albert  ¥.  Shepherd  Pursuit 
Willard  R.lhitmore  Bombardment 
To  Fort  Sain  Houston,  Texas . 


W ill iam  L . Kanne dy 
James  P.  Newberry 


Bombardment 
Pursuit 

Samuel  O.Redetzke  Bombardment 
To  Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley, Kans. 

William  C.  Dolan  Pursuit 

Louis  S.  Massie  Observation 


Jr. 


To  Mitchel  Field,  L.I.,  Hew  York. 
Ho  man  L.  Barr 
Donald  H.  Baxter 
Joseph  ¥.  Baylor 
William  J.  Clinch, 

Robert  0.  Cork 
John  T.  Covington 
John  W.  Egan 
John  K.  Gerhart 
Robert  S.  Macrum 
Chas.  L.  Munroe,  Jr. 

William  A.  Schulgen 
Desmond  S.  Shiploy 
To  Fort  Crockett, 


Observation 

ii 

Pursuit 

Observation 
ii 

ii 

Pursuit 
Observation 

it 

ii 

ti 

Pursuit 
Galveston,  Texas: 


Alfred  L.  Beatie  Attack 

Kenneth  R.  Crosher 
Harry  W.  Howze 
Daniel  W.  Jenkins 
Earle  T.  MacArthur,  Jr. 

Philo  G.  Moisonholdor 
William  C.  Mills 
Clarence  C.  Mitchell 
William  M.  Prince 
Homan  C.  West  Bombardment 

Daniel  B.  White  Attack 


To  Langley  Field,  Hampton,  Va. 

John  P.  Ryan 
Leroy  B.  Shidler 
Casper  P.  West 
To  Post  Field,  Fort  Sill, 


Bombardment 

ii 

Pursuit 

Okla. 


James  H.  Roe 
Clyde  F.  West 


Observation 

ii 


This  group  of  58  Flying  Cadets  accepting  active  duty  as  Reserve  Officers 
makes  244  out  of  316  Cadet  graduates  of  the  Advanced  Flying  School  who  have 
entered  the  Regular  Army  with  this  status  since  June,  1928.  Practically  all 
of  these  Cadets  have  the  intention  of  working  for  a commission  in  the  Regular 
Army  when  departing  for  duty  with  a tactical  unit. 

oOo 

SOU  RECEIVES  COMMISSION  OH  THE  DAY  HIS  FATHER  RETIRES 

Through  a queer  turn  of  fato,  on  October  12th  Second  Lieutenant  Daniel  B. 
White,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  received  his  "wings"  and  became  a commissioned  offi- 
cer in  the  United  States  Army  on  the  day  his  father,  Colonel  Herbert  A.  White, 
Judge  Advocate  General  of  the  Eighth  Corps  Area  for  the  past  six  years,  retired 
from  active  duty  at  the  end  of  more  than  38  years  of  service. 

Lieut.  White  was  graduated  on  October  12th  as  a Flying  Cadet  from  the 
Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  and  was  commissioned  in  the  Air 
Corps  Reserve.  He  is  a graduate  of  the  Attack  Section  of  the  School  and  has 
been  ordered  to  Fort  Crockett  to  join  the  Third  Attack  Group.  Colonel  White 
retired  at  his  own  request  and  accepted  a -position  with  the  United  Services 
Auto  Association  in  San  Antonio  as  attorney. 

— ~o0o 

Major  L.W.  McIntosh,  Executive,  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  and 
Lieut.  E.R.  Quesada,  of  that  office,  recently  visited  .Tfexwell  Field,  Ala.,  by 
air.  While  at  Maxwell  Field,  Major  McIntosh  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
to-unspowt  the  site  that  will  take  care  of  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School. 
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YffilG-HT  FIELD  EBGIITEEBS  IWtfER  FIEiD -OF  COMMERCIAL  AVIATIOIT 

Within  the  past  several  months  quite  a gap  was  created  in  the . ranks  of  the 
civilian  aeronautical  engineers  who  for  a number  of  years  have  been  on.  duty  at 
the  Materiel -Division  of  the  Air  Corps  at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  by  virtue 
of  their  resignation  from  the  government  service  in  order  to  accept  positions 
with  civilian  aeronautical  concerns.  . \ 

Among  these  who  recently  severed  their  connection  with  the  Air  Corps  are 
Messrs.  C.Y.  Johnson,  if A.  Smith  and  0..H.  Hamm. 

Mr.  Johnson,  active  in  engineering  work  at ’McCook  and  Wright  Fields  since 
1917,  joined  the  forces  of  the  Bendix  Brake  Corporation,  a subsidiary  of  the 
Bendix  Aviation  Corporation, 'located  at  South  Bend,  Indiana,  where  he  will  be 
engaged  in  the  development  of  airplane  accessories.  Johnson,  by  his  reliabili- 
ty, efficiency,  and  expert  knowledge  of. aviation  engineering,  was  regarded  as 
an  extremely  valuable  member  of  the  staff  of  Wright  Field  engineers and  his 
departure  is  keenly  regretted.  . / 1 

A native  of  .Michigan,  Mr.  Johnson'  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  in  that  State.  He  also,  attended  the  State  Normal  College  at 
Ypsilanti,  after  which  he  taught  in  high  school  for  five  years.  A course  at  the 
University  of  Michigan  followed.  From  this  institution  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Mechanical  .Engineering.  For  a time  after  his  gradua- 
tion he  was  connected  with  the  James  Loffel  Company,  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  as 
designer  of  water  turbines.  Ho  came  to  McCook.  Field  upon  the  entry  of  the 
United  States  into  the  war.  Here  he  worked  upon  airplane  design,  assisting 
J.A.  Roche  and  participating  in  the"' development  of  such  planes  as  the  XB-lA.and 
the  XC-02,  Later  he  became  part  of  the  staff  of  Dr.  dcBothezai  in  his  special 
flight  test  research  work.  For  the  past  several  years  he  has  -been  in  the  chief 
engineer's  office,  serving  as  design  liaison,  then  as  assistant  to  the  chief 
engineer,  working  on  engineering  programs,  standardization  of  aircraft  parts 
and  innumerable  phases  of  airplane  design. 

About  a year  ago,  Mr.  Johnson  returned  to  the;  Airplane  Branch  to  take 
charge  of  the  "Current  Service  Unit',"'  that  is,  the  handling  of  problems,  com- 
plaints, etc.,  of-  standard  current  airplanes. in  service  as  distinguished  from 
experimental  airplanes.  In  this  work,  too  high  praise  cannot  be  paid  to  his 
ability,  his  services  of  twelve  years  making  his  .efforts  extremely- valuable. 

Mr.  'Johnson  is  married  and  has  two  children*  .Hie  family  will  eventually 
move  to  South  Bend.  • " “ 

Mr.  M.A.  Smith,  who  came  from  Pittsburgh  in  1918  to  help  build  the  propel- 
ler test  rig  at  McCook  Field  and  who,  through  his  long  and  valuable  experience 
in  work  at  the  old  McCook  and  the  new  Wright  .Fields  has  become  one  of  the  pro- 
peller authorities  of  the  country,  resigned  his  position  to  become  chief  engin- 
eer of  propeller  activities  of  the'  Bendix  Aviation  Corporation  in  Dayton,  with 
cjuarters  at  the  Delco  Products  Company  in  that  city. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a native  'of  Worth  Carolina  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  State.  He  attended’  the  Pee-.  Dee  Institute  (Preparatory  School) 
and.  later  Trinity  College,  now  Duke  University  , Worth  Carolina.  He  took  a post 
graduate  course  at  the  University  of  Michigan  and  holds  the  degrees  of  A.B.  and, 
E.E.  After  leaving  the  University  of  Michigan-  he  accepted  apposition  with  the 
Westinghouse  Company  in  their  testing  department,  where  -he  remained  for  several 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Trinity  College  'as -an  instructor  of  electrical 
engineering.  Later  he  returned  to  test  work  • with  the  Westinghouse  Company. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the-  war,  Mr.  Smith  was  sent  to  the  Carnegie  School  of 
Technology  on  loan  by  the  Westinghouse  Company  to  teach  in  the  radio  school 
established  there  by  the  Signal  Corps.  When- the  Aviation  Section  of  the  Signal 
Corps  decided  upon  the  construction  of  a proxoeller  test  rig  at  Me  Cock  Field, 
he  came  there  to  take  charge  of  the  planning  and  building.  In  its. day, it  was 
the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  He  was  -also  largely  re,sponsible^f or  the 
design  and  construction  of  the  new  propeller  tost  rig  at  Wright  Field,  which 
is  in  its  turn  the  largest"  in  the ’world  and. is  rapidly  nearing  completion. 

Here  propellers  of  a -maximum’  diameter  of  40  fee(t  can  be  tested  and -small  pro- 
pellers will  be  tested  to  a sx^oed  of  4300  revolutions  por  minute. 

Mr.  Smith  has  seen  the  transition  from  the  general  use  of  wood  to  the 
metal  propeller  and  has  designed  the  majority  of  the  metal  propellers  in  use 
in  the  Army  Air  Corps  today.  From  having  charge  of  propeller  testing,  he  has 
served  as  assistant  chief  of  the  propeller  unit,  and  later, as  chief  of  the  same 
unit,  He  has  been  largely  instrumental  - in  the  success  of  th^  •.  controllable 
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pitch  propeller,  that  is,  a propeller  -whose  pitch  nay  he  changed,  while  in 
flight.  This  propeller  is  being  flown  in  the  Air  Corps  hat  has  not  yet  been 
adopted,  for  comercial  use.  Mr.  Snith  was  responsible  for  the  torque  meter,  an 
invaluable  piece  of  equipment  by  which  the  actual  power  developed  by  an  engine 
while  in  flight  may  be  calculated.  During  the  years  that  the  Army  developed 
racing  planes,  he  designed  and  fitted  the  propellers  Sorthese  mounts,  working 
out  types  especially  useful  for  obtaining  extremely  high  speeds  at  the  ground. 
These  Army  planes  held  from  time  to  time  world  speed  records. 

Mr.  Smith  is  but  one  of  the  many  men  who,  by  staying  with  aviation  through 
the  lean  years , has  aided  in  a remarkable  development  and  made  himself  extreme- 
ly valuable  to  a growing  industry.  The  best  wishes  of  his  fellow  engineers  at 
bright  Field  accompany  him  in  his  new  venture. 

With  the  resignation  of  Mr.  O.H'.  Hamm,  Wright  Field  lost  another  of  its 
valuable  engineers  who  has  been  associated  with  the  Air  Corps  for  some  years. 

He  joined  the  forces  of  the  Aviation  Corporation  in  Hew  York  City.  Mr.  Hamm 
has  been  identified  with  aviation  interests  since  19172  Graduating  in  mechan- 
ical engineering  from  Cornell  University,  he  entered  the  Government  service  and 
went  to  the  Thomas- Morse  Aircraft  Corporation  as  chief  inspector  of  airplanes 
and  airplane  engines  being  manufactured  for  the  Government.  A year  and  a half 
later  he  was  sent  to  Buffalo,  IT.Y.  , where  he  performed  the  same  duties  at  the 
Curtiss  plant  for  a period  of  five  months.  A period  followed  at  Springfield, 
Mass.,  where  ho  was  in  charge  of  redesign  of  the  VE-7  advanced  training  planes' 
for  large  production.  } 

In  the  spring  of  1919,  Mr.  Hamm  came  to  McCook  Field  and,  except  for 
years,  beginning  in  1920,  which  he  spent  with  the  automotive  industry,  he  has 
been  associated  with  McCook  and  Wright  Fields  ever  since.  For  the  past  seven 
years  his  work  was  connected  with  Government  procurement  under  the  title  of 
Chief  of  Procurement  Engineering  Branch  and  Assistant  Chief  of  Procurement 
Section  of  the  Materiel  Division. 

In  his  new  work,  Mr.  Hamm;  will  be  in  charge  of  centralizing  the  procure- 
ment activities  of  the  various  subsidiaries  of  Aviation  Corporation  which  ex- 
tend throughout  the  country,  his  long  experience  with  the  Government  having 
made  him  quite  valuable  in  this  field. 

In  1921  Mr.  Hamm  married  Miss  Mary  Florence  Feme  ding,,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Joseph  Ferneding,  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  They  have  two  children.  He- is. a 
native  of  Baltimore,  Md.  Mr.  Ham  and  his  family  left  Dayton  to  take  up  their 
residence  in  Hew  York  City. 

— :-oOo— 

CIVILIAN  COMMEHDED  FCH  HEROISM 

"Please  accept  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  personal  self-sacrifice 
manifested  by  you  in  rescuing'  these  men  from  rabat  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
a fatal  accident,"  wrote  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Mr.  F.R.  Long,  of  Bay  City, 
Texas,  who  on  October  5th  last  performed  an  act  of  exceptional  bravery  and 
self-sacrifice  in  saving  the  lives  of  1st  Lieut.  William  K.  Moran  and  Staff 
Sergeant  W.S.  Canedy,  of  the  Army  Air  Corps,  when  the  airplane  in  which  they 
were  the  occupants  caught  on  fire  and  crashed  fifty  feet  from  his  house.  "Your 
action  exemplifies  the  highest  type  of  American  manhood,"  continued  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  in  his  letter,  "and  it  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  I add  my 
congratulations  to  those  already  extended  to  you." 

The  airplane,  a metal  PeHaviland  type,  caught  fire  at  an  altitude  of 
about  1500  feet.  Lieut.  Moran,  the  pilot,  signalled  Sergeant  Canedy  to  jump 
but,  for  some  unknown  reason,  the  latter  failed  to  do  so,  and  the  pilot  then 
sideslipped  the  flaming  plane  to  the  ground  and  crashed.  Lieut.  Moran  was 
thrown  out  of  the  front  cockpit  and  was  lying  unconscious  within  twenty  feet 
of  the  burning  plane.  Sergeant  Canedy  was  wedged , in  the  rear  cockpit  with  a 
broken  leg  and  his  clothing  on  fire. 

■Without  hesitation,  Mr.  Long  entered  through  the  intense  heat  -of  the 
gasoline  fire  and  proceeded  to  break  an  iron  brace,,  freed  the  leg  of  Sergeant 
Canedy,  pulled  him  to  safety  and  then  with  his  bare  hands  snuffed  out  the  fire 
on  the  Sergeant's  clothing.  He  then  pulled  Lieut.  Moran  to  safety.  In  per- 
forming this  brave  and  exceptional  act,  Mr.  Long' s hair,  face. and  both  hands 
were  burned.  Unfortunately,  the1  accident  did  provq  fatal,  for  on  October  13th, 
subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  Secretary's  letter.  Sergeant  Long  died  at  the 
base  hospital  at  Fort  .Sam  Houston,  Texas,  as  tha  result  of  injuries  and  burns. 
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WAR  VETERANS  CAN  STILL  OBTAIN  GOVERNMENT  INSURANCE 

Hie  National  Rehabilitation  Committee  of  the  American  Legion  invites  atten- 
tion to  Section  310  of  the  World  War  Veterans  Act,  1924,  as  amended  May  29,1928, 
permits  the  United  States  Government  to  grant  upon  application  and  payment  of 
the  initial  premium,  government  life  insurance  in  any  multiple  of  $500.  and  not 
less  than  $1,000  nor  more  than  $10,000  to  any  veteran  of  the  World  War  who  has 
heretofore  applied  for  or  been  eligible  to  apply  for  yearly  renewable  term  (war 
time)  insurance  or  converted  insurance,  provided  such  person  is  in  good  health 
and  furnishes  evidence  satisfactory  to  the  Director  of  the  Veterans  Bureau  to 
that  effect.  If,  however,  the  Veteran  has  surrendered  a policy  for  its  cash 
surrender  value,  the  amount  of  insurance  that  may  be  granted  in  such  cases  is 
reduced  by  the  amount  of  insurance  so  surrendered. 

The  Government  is  offering  seven  plans  of  insurance  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  veteran.  The  policies  participate  in  dividends  and  the  premiums  are  based 
on  the  net  rate  and  do  not  include  any  charge  to  cover  the  cost  of  administra- 
tion or  the  total  permanent  disability  provision.  The  insured  under  a United 
States  Government  life  (converted)  insurance  policy  may  designate  any  person, 
firm  or  corporation,  or  legal  entity  as  the  beneficiary  under  his  policy  either 
individually  or  as  a trustee. 

The  following  seven  plans  of  policies  are  issued  by  the  Government: 

Ordinary  Life  Policy. 

Twenty- payment  Life  Policy. 

Thirty-payment  Life  Policy. 

Twenty-year  Endowment  Policy. 

Thirty-year  Endowment  Policy. 

Endowment  at  age  62  Policy. 

Five-year  convertible  term  policy. 

The  ordinary  life  policy  provides  the  maximum  amount  of  protection  for  the 
minimum  premium,  which  is  -payable  so  long  as  the  insured  may  live  or  until  he 
becomes  totally  and  permanently  disabled. 

The  twenty-payment  life  policy  provides  that  premiums  shall  be  payable  for 
20  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  unless  the  policy  matures  sooner  by  death  or 
total  and  permanent  disability,  -premium  payments  cease  and  the  insurance  becomes 
paid  up  for  the  face  value  of  the  policy.  This  policy  when  paid  up  continues  to 
participate  in  dividends. 

The  above  provisions  of  the  20-payment  life  policy  are  the  same  in  the  case 
of  the  30-payment  life  policy,  save  that  the  premiums  shall  be  payable  for  thirty 
years. 

The  twenty  and  thirty-year  endowment  policies  provide  that  premiums  shall 
be  payable  for  20  and  30  yeans,  respectively,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  unless 
the  policies  mature  sooner  by  death  or  total  disability,  the  amount  of  the  in- 
surance under  sane  is  payable  to  the  insured  in  one  sum  or  in  installments,  at 
the  option  of  the  Insured. 

The  endowment  at  age  62  policy  provides  that  premiums  shall  be  payable 
throughout  the  endowment  period,  that  is,  the  number  of  full  policy  years  which, 
added  to  the  age  of  the  insured  at  the  effective  date  of  the  policy,  equals  62. 

At  the. end  of  the  endowment  period,  unless  the  policy  matures  sooner  by  death  or 
total  and  permanent  disability,  the  amount  of  the  insurance  under  the  -policy  is 
payable  to  the  insured  in  one  sum  or  in  installments  at  the  option  of  the  insured. 

The  five-year  convertible  term  policy  provides  for  a level  premium  rate  for 
a period  of  60  months  (5  years)  and  thereafter,  beginning  with  the  'first  day  of 
the  61st  month,  the  premium  will  automatically  increase  to  the  rate  for  an  ordi- 
nary life  policy  at  the  then  age  of  the  insured. 

Assuming  that  the  applicant  for  government  insurance  is  35  years  of  age, 
the' premium  rate  per  $1,000  for  the  seven  plans  of  insurance  outlined  above  is 
as  follows: 


Plan  of  Insurance 

Monthly 

Quarterly 

Semi-Annually 

' Annually 

Ordinary  Life 

$1.70 

$5.09 

$10.13- 

$20.08 

20-Payment  Life 

2.33 

6.97 

13.88  ' 

27.52 

30-.payr.ient  Life 

1.90 

5.68 

11.32 

22.44 

20-Year  Endowment 

3.41 

10.20 

20.31 

40.28 

30-Year  Ehdownent 

2.24 

6.70 

13.34 

26.46 

Endowment  at  Ago  62 

2.48 

7.42 

14.77 

29.30 

'5-Year  Convertible  term 

.76 

2.27 

4.53 

8.98 
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NEW  BOMBERS  UNDERGO  TEST 


A flight  of  five  bombers,  commanded  by  Major  Hugh  J.  Knerr,  Air  Corps, 
of  Langley  Field,  Ya. , left  Bolling  Field,  D.C.,  on  the  morning  of  November 
4th  for  a service  test  which  will  take  them  to  bright  Field,  Ohio;  Nashville , 
Term.;  Montgomery,  Ala.;  Tampa  and  Miami,  Fla.,  and  return.  Each  plane 
carried  four  men,  the  pilot,  co-pilot  and  two  mechanics.  The  flight  consisted 
of  - 

3 B-2  Curtiss  "Condor"  Bombers,  equipped  with  dual  Ourtiss  V-1570  motors. 

1 LB-7  Keystone  Bomber,  with  dual  Pratt-Whitney  "Hornet"  motors,  and 
• 1 LB-10  Keystone  Bomber,  with  dual  Wright  "Cyclone"  motors. 

The  three  Curtiss  "Condor"  Bombers  and  the  LB-7  Keystone  Bomber  are  of  the 
latest  type,  while  the  other  Keystone  Bomber  is  an  old  model.  On  the  flight 
comparisons  will  be  made  of  the  performance  under  actual  service  conditions 
between  the  new  and  the  old  types. 

Ho  regular  schedule  is  contemplated  on  the  flight , the  arrival  and  depar- 
ture from  the  various  stations  depending  on  conditions  existing  at  the  time. 

oOo— 

AVIATION  ACTIVITIES  IN  MINNEAPOLIS 

Lieut.  W.C.  Farnum,  Air  Corps,  Instructor  of  the  526th  Pursuit  Squadron, 
Air  Corps  Reserve,  writes  that  the  Curtis  Hotel  in  Minneapolis  has  been  desig- 
nated as  the  official  hotel  of  the  National  Aeronautic  Association  in  that 
city.  Room  No.  225,  which  will  be  fitted  up  as  the  headquarters  of  the 
Association,  will  be  used  for  a similar  purpose  by  the  Air  Corps  Reserves  in 
Minneapolis.  The  hotel  will  cater  especially  to  Air  Corps  personnel  and  will 
make  special  rates  and  concessions. 

All  Air  Corps  officers  coming  to  Minneapolis  are  urged'  by  Lieut.  Farnum 
to  get  in  touch  with  him,  and  he  will  endeavor  to  render  any  assistance  pos- 
sible. The  Conference  Schools  of  the-  Air  Reserves  will  be  held  in  the 
Headquarters  Room  on  Monday  evenings  at  7; 30  p.m. 

Servicing  of  ships  will  be  performed  at  the  Municipal  Airport,  Wold- 
Chamberlain  Field,  at  the  hangars  of  the  109th  Squadron,  Minnesota  National 
Guard.  Liberty  Oil,  grade  4,  will  be' furnished  on  Form  eights  (Stores 
Charge),  and  gas  will  be  furnished  from  National  Guard  stores. 

Lieut.  Farnum  adds  that  the  Wold- Chamberlain  Field  is  a good  one  and  that 
when  the  Park  Board  finishes  spending  $243,000  on  it -next  year,  it  will  be  very 
fine,  indeed. 

oOo ■ W- 

ADDITIONS  TO  TEE  CATERPILLAR  CLUB 

Quite  a number  of  new  members  have  bean  added  to  the  Caterpillar  Club 
during  the  past  several  months,  as  many  as  three  at  one  time  being  added  as 
the  result  of  an  airplane  accident  which  occurred  at  Nichols  Field,  P.I.,  eh 
Sexotember  24th  last. 

The  News  Letter  Correspondent  from  Nichols  Field,  in  .commenting  on  this 
wholesale  initiation  of  members  in  the  Caterpillar  Club,  states  that  at  the 
rate  of  expansion  ©f  this  organization  it  may  be  necessary  to  change  the  name, 
to  some  other  type  of  crawling  insect  that  has  a thousand  legs  instead  of  the 
.comparatively  few  which' adorn  the  lowly  caterpillar. 

The  accident  above  referred  to  resulted  in  the  death  of  Private  William 
L.  McKernan,  of  the  28th  Bombardment  Squadron.  Private  McKernan ; was  an  ex- 
cellent soldier  and  exceedingly  popular  with  the  members  of  the  Squadron. 

The  accident  occurred  while  Lieut.  Donald  B.  Phillips,  pilot,  was  flying  an 
LB-5A  airplane  in  the  vicinity  of  Nichols  Field  at  an  altitude  sf  approximately 
800  feet.  Lieut.  Phillips  discovered  that  his  control  wheel  was  locked  and 
he  was  unable  to  return  to  level  flight  from  the  gentle  right  turn  in  which 
he  had  placed  the  plane.  He  signalled  the  members  of  the  crew  to  jump,  and 
McKernan  was  the  first  to  go  over  the  side.  He  apparently  became  entangled 
with  the  t)lane , however,  and  was  killed. 

Privates  Lawrence  R.  Tall  and  Howard  G.  Croop  landed  safely.  Lieut. 
Phillips  barely  had  space  enough  • to  permit  his  parachute  to  open,  and  was  ex- 
ceedingly fortunate  that  he  was  not-  severely  injured  or  killed.  The  surviving 
members,  of  the  crew  may  thank  their  presence  of  mind  and  promptness  of  action 

-384-  V-5961,  A.C. 


that  they  are  still  alive  today. 


The  Hews  Letter  Correspondent  from  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  states 
that  an  amusing  incident  which  narrowly  missed  "being  a stark  tragedy  occurred 
on  September  20th.  The  full  account,  written  "by  Private  D.J.  Smith,  "who  thus 
joined  the  Caterpillar  Club,  appears  below.  Every  available  pilot  and  ship 
were  in  the  air  shortly  after  the  incident,  but  Private  Smith,  trudging  thank- 
fully home  through  the  jungle,  could  not  be  located.  It  was  with  great  relief 
.that  his  phone  call,  some  three  hours  later,  was  received. 

"On  September  20,  1929,  about  9:15  a.n. , 11  states  Private  Smith,  "I  was 
detailed  On  a mission  to  drop  test  parachutes.  After  drop  testing  the  para- 
chutes, the  plane  continued  on  a radio  mission,  flying  in  the  direction  of 
Panama  City.  At  about  3,000  feet  altitude  over  Gaillard  Cut,  the  plane  turned 
back  towards  France  Field.  As  we  neared  Gatun,  Private  Beuter  tried  to  wind 
in  his  radio  antenna.  He  appeared  to  be  having  some  trouble  with  the  reel  and, 
getting  up,  reached  for  his  tool  kit.  As  he  did  so,  I noticed  that  the  pilot 
imrachute  jumped  from  the  parachute  pack,  going  out  through  the  trap  door  in 
the  bottom  of  the  plane,  and  pulling  the  parachute  from  the  pack.  Knowing  the 
danger  of  this,  I started  to  the  rescue  of  Beuter,  but  had  no  more  than  gotten 
my  knees  bent  when  I found  myself  being  thrown  from  the  plane.  As  I went  by 
the  gun  mount,  I tried  to  catch  hold  of  it,  but  missed  and  when  I looked  around 
the  plane  was  a good  ways  off,  apparently  the  same  altitude  as  I was.  I reach- 
ed for  the  rip  cord  but  missed  it,  and  started  turning  over  and  over.  On 

reaching  for  the  rip  cord  a second  time,  I was  careful  and  grasped  the  cord 

with  my  right  hand  and  then  with  both  hands,  gave  a quick  pull  and  released 
the  parachute. 

When  the  parachute  opened,  ny  head  was  downward,  causing  a rather  hard 
jerk  on  ny  shoulders.  As  the  parachute  decreased  its  speed  to  normal,  I look- 
ed around  and  saw  that  I was  over  water,  but  near  the  edge  of  the  jungle.  I 
started  side  slipping  my  parachute  so  as  to  land  as  far  inland  as  possible,  in 

the  meantime  looking  for  a way  out  of  the  jungle  after  landing.  I saw  that  it 

would  be  impossible  to  land  anywhere  but  in  a tree,  and  finally  found  myself 
perched  on  a limb  of  a tree,  with  my  parachute  on  another.  The  limb  broke  and 
I landed  on  the  ground  pretty  well  dazed.  I rolled  up  the  parachute  to  the 
best  of  my  ability  and  looked  around  and  saw  I was  in  dense  jungle.  I worked 
my  way  up  a hillside  and  at  the  top  of  the  hill  I found  a trail  and  started  in 
the  direction  that  I thought  would  lead  me  out  of  the  jungles.  At  this  tine  I 
saw  several  planes  flying  low  over  the  jungles,  but  I was  unable  to  attract 
their  attention  due  to  the  trees  being  in  the  way.  I continued  on  the  trail 
and  finally  cane  to  a road  that  led  to  the  Hindi  Dairy,  where  I called  France 
Field. 

oOo 

K4.TI0RAL ' GUARD  HEWS  WELCOMED 


President 
1st  Vice  President 
2nd  " " 

3rd  " ■ • " • 


The  Hews  Letter  will  be  glad  to  publish  from  time  to  time  items  of  inter- 
est from  Air  Corps,  national  Guard  organizations,  and  will  endeavor  to  devote 
as  much  space  as  possible  to  Rational  Guard  air  activities. 

Word  was  received  that  at  the  convention  of  the  Rational  Guard  Air  Service 
Association  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Rational  Guard  Association  in  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.,  October  17th  to  19th,  inclusive,  the  following  officers  were 
elected: 

Major  Ray  S.  Miller,  Minnesota. 

Major  Sumpter  Smith,  Alabama. 

Major  John  R.  Jeffers,  California. 

Major  T.J.  Herbert,  Ohio. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer  Lieut.  L.L.  Lambert , Missouri. 

.Legal  Counsel  Capt.  Charles  A.  Masson,  Maryland. 

Executive  Committee: 

Major  William  F.  Ladd,  Connecticut , Chairman. 

Major  Ray  S.  Miller,  Minnesota. 

Capt.  L.  G.  Brower,  Rew  York. 

Major  Sumpter  Smith,  Alabama,. 

Major  Richard  F.  Taylor,  Indiana. 

Major  T.  S.  Herbert,  Ohio. 

Major  W.D.  Tipton,  Maryland. 
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war  department  orders  affecting  air  CORPS  officers 

Col. 

Change e of  Station:  Lieut . K Gerald  C.  Brant  from  Crissy  Field,  Calif.,  to 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. , sailing  from  San  Francisco  about  Nov.  27,  1929. 

Captain  lyron  T.  Bart,  March  Field,  to  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  Dancan 
Field,  Texas. 

Captain  Morris  Berman,  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  to  Air  Corps  Training  Center, 
Dancan  Field,  Texas. 

Captain  Orlo  H.  Quinn , March  Field,  to  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  Dancan 
Field,  Texas. 

1st  Lieut.  Walter  D.  Baie,  Brooks  Field,  to  Langley  Field,  Va. 

1st  Lieut.  Hugh  A.  Bivins,  Langley  Field,  to  Wright  Field,  Ohio. 

1st  Lieut.  Rassell  H.  Cooper,  Dodd  Field,  to  Love  Field,  Dallas,  Texas, 
for  duty  with  Organized  Reserves,  8th  Corps  Area. 

1st  Lieut.  Virgil  Hine , Self ridge  Field,  to  Fort  Crockett,  Texas. 

Orders  assigning  1st  Lieut.  Raymond  R.  Brown  to  Maxwell  Field, upon  comple- 
tion foreign  service  tour,  amended  so  as  to  assign  him  to  Fort  McPherson,  Ga. 

2nd  Lieut.  John  C.  Crosthwaitc,  Selfridge  Field,  to  March  Field,  Calif. 

Captain  George  S.  Warren, . Scott  Field,  to  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field. 

Upon  expiration  of  foreign  service  tour,  2nd  Lieut.  Clarence  S.  Thorpe, 
A.C.,  to  Materiel  Division, .Wright  Field,  instead  of  to  March  Field. 

2nd  Lieut.  John  A.  Austin,  Mitchel  Field,  to  Materiel  Division,  Wright 
Field,  Dayton,  0. 

2nd  Lieut.  Charles  A.  Ross,  Chanute  Field,  to  Materiel  Division,  Wright 
Field,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Promotion:  Major  Ira  Longanockcr  to  Lieut .-Colonel  , with  rank  from  Octoher 
3,  1929. 

Resignation:  2nd  Lieut.  Emery  Jamison  Martin. 

Detailed  to  the  Air  Corns:  1st  Lieut.  George  B.  McReynolds,  Field  Artil- 
lery, and  to  Primary  Flying  School,  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  for  training. 

Reserve  Officers  to  active  duty  to  June  30,  1950:  "USdLieut.  Harry  Hudson 
Lynch,  Seattle,  Washington,  to  Rockwell  Field,  Calif. 

2nd  Lieut.  Wilmer  Eugene  Hall,  Florence,  Ala. , to  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 

2nd  Lieut.  Egbert  C.  Cook,  Hollywood,  Calif.,  to  Crissy  Field,  Calif. 

Relieved  from  detail  to  the  Air  Corps:  2nd  Lieut.  Leander  L.  Doan  to  1st 

-■»■■■■-  i n i.  . ■ ■ - . — ^ ■-». ,t - -w  ■ i» i nr  mamwAnn*.  - ■ •• 

Cavalry,  Fort  Bliss,  Texas. 

oOo 

DEDICATION  OF  DENVER  AIRPORT 

Nine  airplanes  from  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  were  flown  to  Denver,  Colo., 
for  the  purpose  of  participating  in  a flying  exhibition  incident  to  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  new  airport  there  on  October  19th.  -Major  A.L.  Sneed,  Commanding 
Officer  of  Rockwell  Field,  was  in  charge  of  the  aerial  expedition,  which  con- 
sisted of  three  L3-7  Bombers  , five  P—12  planes  and  1 PW-9D  plane. 

The  bombing  planes  left  Rockwell  Field  at  1:00  p.m. , October  18th,  under 
the  leadership  of* Lieut.  F.B.  Valentine,  for  Kingman,  Arizona,  leaving  the  next 
morning-  for  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  for  fuel,  thence  to  Denver.  The  Pursuit 
planes  made  the  sane  stops  as  the  Bombers,  but  left  Rockwell  Field  early  on  the 
morning  of  October  19th-.*  The  personnel  making  the  flight,  in  addition  to  Major 
Sneed  and  Lieut.  Valentine,  were  Major  Wood  S.  Woolford,  M.C.;  Captain  H.M. 
Elmendorf;  Lieuts.  C.H.  Howard,.  X-.J.  Gregg,  I. A.  Woodring,  J.E.  Mallory,  N.H. 
Ives,  L.H.  Watnee  and  David  J.  Graves, 

oOo 

- 

ROCKWELL  FIELD  PILOTS  PARTICIPATE  IN  NEVADA  CELEBRATION 
IP- 

Four  12  planes  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Rockwell  Field,  Calif., 
under  the  command  of  Major  Carl.  Spat z,  Group  Commander,  departed  for  Reno, 
Nevada,  on  October  30th  for  the  purpose  of  participating  in  Nevada's  Admission 
Day,  October  31st,  the  invitation  '"having  been  received,  from  the  Reno  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  the  officers  of  Rockwell  Field  to  at tend I The  personnel  making 
the  flight,  in  addition  to  Major  Spatz,  consisted  of  Captain  H.M.  Elmendorf, 
Tdente-  GAEL  Pi-;J  oa  and  William  R.  Casey. 
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THE  ARMY  RELIEF  SHOW  AT  WASHINGTON  BARRACKS , D . C . 


The  participation  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  in  the  Military  Exposition  and 
Carnival  at  Washington  Barracks,  D C. , October  3rd,  4th  and  5th,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Army  Relief  Society,  was  marked  by  aerial  exhibitions  as  well  as 
ground  exhibits.  A total  of  40  service  planes  were  utilized  in  the  various 
aerial  exhibitions,  cor.prising  18  Attack  -planes  from  the  3rd  Attack  Group, 
Galveston,  Texas;  9 Pursuit  planes  from  the  1st  Pursuit  Group,  Selfridge  Field, 
Mich.;  7 Bombardment  planes  from  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group,  Langley  Field,  Va. ; 

3 Observation  and  3 Pursuit  pianos  from  Bolling  Field,  D.C. 

The  Air  Corps  was  allotted  approximately  one-half  hour  each  day  and  night 
for  a distinctly  Air  Corps  program,  and  an  additional  half  hour  each  day  and 
night  for  Air  Corps  participation  in  the  Sham  Battle.  A total  of  68  hours  was 
flown  du  jjEig  the  Carnival. 

The  Air  Corps  ground  display  was  an  elaborate  one,  Bombardment,  Pursuit, 
Attack,  Observation  and  training  types  being  exhibited,  as  well  as  flood ' lights , 
a revolving  aerial  beacon,  modern  as  well  as  historic  types  of  airplane  engines, 
propellers,  bombs  of  various  sizes,  airplane  wheels  and  tires,  navigation  instru- 
ments, machine  guns.,  aerial  photographs , parachutes,  airplane  models,  target 
glider,  the  Orientator,  and  miscellaneous  incidental  Air  Corps  materiel. 

In  connection  with  the  airplane  exhibit,  a placard  indicating  the  type  and 
performance  of  each  plane  was  placed  conspicuously  on  the  ground  in  front  of 
each  machine..  Qualified  personnel- were  busy  at  all  times,  presumably  working- on 
the  ships  for  the  purpose  of  lending  interest7  and  color  to  the  display.  They 
were  busy  in  another,  way  also,  having  ready  answers  for  the  many  questions  ashed 
by  the-  public.' 

To  attract  attention  to  the  engine  display,  a Wright  J-5  engine,  mounted  on 
a test  stand,  was.  placed  in  the  open  area  adjacent  to  the  airplanes.  This 
engine  was  operated  frequently  and  served  to  attract  as  well  as  interest  the 
visitors  to  the  Carnival.  The  engine  was  protected  with  a railing  to  prevent 
close- proximity  of  iSbrsons  to  the  whirling"" propeller . 

The  earth  inductor  compass,  electrically  operated,  was  mounted  on  a display 
stand  in  a manner  which  permitted  spectators  to  observe  its  workings. 

The  Photo  Section  from  Bolling  Field,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Myers,  gave  a 
very’  creditable  showing  of  its  work.  Mounted  on  panels  were  enlarged  aerial 
pictures,  "hat  seemed  to  attract  most  attention' in  this  exhibit  was  a large  • 
mosaic  of  Washington  and  its  suburbs.  It  was  never  without  six  or  seven -people 
each  trying  to  point  out  his  own  home..  The  Parachute  Department,  also  under1' 
the  direction  of  Lieut.  Myers,,  continually  attracted  a great  amount  of  atten- 
tion, the  personnel  constantly,  folding  and  unfolding  parachutes.  Motion  -pic- 
tures were  run  showing  the  development  and  testing  of  parachutes. 

The  Orientator  , a contrivance  which  simulates  the  action  of  a plane  in 
three  dimensions,  was  a real  attraction.  Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Carnival 
it  was  mounted  on  a searchlight  t rude  which  furnished  power  to  operate  the 
device  during  a parade  through  the  city.  Miss  Martha'  Hickam  operated  the 
Orientator  during tfce parade , after  which  it  was  set  up  in  a "separate  circular 
tent.  Under  the  supervision  of  one  of  the  ladies1  committees,  the  public  was 
permitted  to.  try  their  ability  at  so  much  a ride.  This  attraction  was  never 
without  a considerable  crowd  of  spectators,  and  there  was  always  a line  of 
young  people  waiting  their  turn  to  try  their  hand  on  the  contrivance. 

Captain  Urn.  J.  Flood  was  in  constant  attendance  at  the  Broadcast' Stand 
during  the  demonstrations.  Telephone  connections  from  that  point  to  Bolling 
Field  enabled  him  to  k'eep  constantly  in  touch  with  the  pilots  through  the 
Operations  Office  at  the  field.  Lieut.  Merrick,  Operations  Officer,  Bolling 
Field,  was  charged  with  the  problem  of  coordinating  flying  schedules  during  the 
demonstrations. 

Lieut.  John  Beveridge,  Jr.,  on  duty  in  the  Materiel  Liaison  Section, 

Office  of.  the'  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  served  as  the  Air  Corps  representative 
in  connection  with  the  preparations  for  the  Carnival. 

In  a letter  to  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Major-General  W.D.  Connor-, 
Executive  Head  of  the  Military  Carnival,  conveyed  the  expressions  of  satisfaction 
of  the  Chief  of  Staff  as  to  the  result  of  same , and  concluded  as  follows: 

"I  wish  to  take  this  occasion  to  express  to  you  and  the  members  of  your 
organization  my  personal  thanks  for  the  splendid  way  in  which  they  assisted  ih 
making  the  carnival  a success . " 
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NOTES  FROM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 
0O0 

Selfridge  Field,  Mt .Clemens, Mich. , October  14th . 

Ca.pt.  Victor  H.  Strahm,  Adjutant,  left  the  Group  on  September  28th  for 
six  weeks1  leave  of  absence.  During  this  leave  he  and  Mrs.  Strahm  will  visit 
relatives  in  Bowling  Green,  Kg . , after  which  they  will  drive  to  San  Antonio  for 
a visit  with  their  many  friends  at  that  place. 

After  three  weeks  of  preliminary  practice,  the  Inter -Squadron  Football 
championship  games  were  started  on  October  7th  with  the  27th  Pursuit  Squadron 
defeating  the  17th  Pursuit  Squadron,  7 to  0.  The  winners  showed  considerably 
more  strength  than  the  score  would  indicate,  but  dogged  defensive  play  by  the 
losers  averted  several  scores.  In  the  last  few  minutes  of  the  game,  when  the 
17th  recovered  a.  fumbled  punt,  a successful  forward  pass  put  them  on  the  eight 
yard  line  but  a touchdown  was  denied  them  when  their  final  rush  was  stopped 
inches  from  the  goal  line. 

The  57th  Service  Squadron  team,  champions  of  the  1928  season,  opened  im- 
pressively by  turning  back  the  efforts  of  the  94th  Pursuit  Squadron  the  follow- 
ing day.  The  final  count  was  18  to  6.  The  57th  completely  outplayed  their 
rivals  in  the  offensive  end  of  the  game  and  their  alertness  in  defense  against 
forward  passes  was  a big  factor  in  their  three  touchdowns.  They  also  completed 
several  long  passes  at  critical  moments  of  the  game.  Lieut.  Jimmy  Duke,  who 
is  in  charge  of  the  Service  team,  used  nearly  his  entire  squad  of  players  be- 
fore the  final  whistle  sounded. 

The  94th  team  showed  a light  but  fast  line,  and  their  excellent  work  was 
the  only  reason  several  more  touchdowns  were  not  scored  against  them.  In  the 
last  quarter  some  excellent  line  plunging  and  a forward  pass  following  the  re- 
covery of  a fumble,  gave  the  Pur suiters  their  only  score  less  than  30  seconds 
before  the  final  whistle. 

It  had  been  expected  that  the  championship  series  this  year  would  have 
five  competitors,  but  shortage  of  company  funds  in  the  15th  Observation  Squad- 
ron made  it  impossible  for  that  outfit  to  equip  a team  for  play.  The  15th 
has  some  husky  material  for  a teem  and  it  was  expected  that  they  would  furnish 
•the  chief  opposition  to  the  Service  team  for  the  1929  championship  banner. 
Having  won  the  1929  baseball  championship,  the  Observers  were  all  primed  to 
' clean' up  another  trophy  and  many  of  their  athletes  were  rather  restive  in  their 
roles  of  spectators. 

The  championship  series  of  games  will  be  completed  about  the  middle  of 
November  and  it  is  then  planned  to  gather  the  stars  of  the  series  together  for 
two  or  three  games  with  outside  teams.  Lieut.  Tuffy  Johnson  is  making  arrange- 
ments for  this  all-star  aggregation  and  is  already  trying  to  book  a few  teams 
whose  supply  of  guarantee  money  is  not  too  depleted. 

Lieuts.  Harold. W.  Grant  and  Irving  R.  Selby,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  received 
their  Regular  Army  commissions  and  were  assigned  to  the  15th  Observation  Squad- 
ron on  October  3rd. 

Lieut.  John  G.  Fowler  reported  for  duty  on  October  1st  after  three  months 
spent  in  Europe . 

The  15th  Observation  Squadron  in  its  first  season  of  competition  won  the 
Post  Championship  in  baseball  and  bowling.  It  was  decided  not  to  have  a foot- 
ball team  because  of  insufficient  funds  to  equip  the  players,  but  the  prospects 
of  a good  basketball  team  are  rather  bright. 

Sgt . Oliver,  one  of  the  old  timers  with  the  outfit,  was  recently  made  a 
Staff  Sergeant. 

The  57th  Service  Squadron  has  had  its  share  of  changes  among  the,  commis- 
sioned personnel  in  the  past  month.  In  addition  to  the  regrettable" accident 
in  which  Lieut.  Winefordner  lost  his  life  on  September  5th,  the  Squadron  has 
had  the  following-atransfers  among  its  officers  in  the  past  month:  Lieuts.  Craw- 
ford, Koons  and  Sanders  were  transferred  to  the  Squadron  on  Sept.  2nd.  Lieut. 
Ellison,  although  a"pi  1 o' t .for  several  years,  received  his  training  with  the 
Royal  Air  Force  during  the  late  war  and  has  never  taken  the  course  at  Brooks 
‘and  Kelly ; Fields;  , as  required  by  regulations. 

• - 1 Lieut.  Schoenlein  was  transferred  to  Chanute  Field  to  pursue  the  course 
in  communications....''  : ' 7 * 

We  have  also  had  several  of  our  officers  on  leave  during  the  past  month, 
Lieut.  Crawford  returned  on  Sept..  2nd  after  leave  for  a month  and  a half. 
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Lieut . Jacobs  returned  for  duty  on  Sept.  20th,  having  fully  recovered  from 
the  “burns  he  received  while  experimenting  with  the  “burning  properties  of  powder 
while  at  the  gunnery  camp  at  Oscoda. 

Lieut.  Duke  returned  from  four  months’  leave  on  the  '24th.  Daring  this 
leave  he  was  engaged  in  commercial  aviation  at  Port  Worth,  Texas.  He  states, 
however,  that  from  now  on  he  intends  to  stick  to  the  Army. 

27th  Pursuit  Squadron:  September  marked  the  return  of  the  Squadron  from 
the  gunnery  and  “bombing  ranges  at  Oscoda,  Mich.,  with  its  usual  garrison  duties, 
Group  flying  and  routine  individual  cross-country  flights. 

On  September  30th  the  following  pilots  barged  off  to  Louisville,  Ky., 
where  they  lent  atmosphere  and  additional  noise  to  the  annual  convention  of  the 
American  Legion.  Capt . Smith,  Lieuts.  Hine,  Crosthwaite,  Jacobs  and  Harrington. 
The  outfit  was  royally  entertained  and  a wonderful  time  v/as  recorded.  Bowman 
Field  was  crowded  to  capacity  with  local  citizens  and  visiting  Legionnaires 
during  the  aerial  demonstrations.  The  participation  of  Array  aircraft  at  various 
celebrations,  etc.,  apparently  accomplished  much  towards  the  advancement  of 
aviation. 

5th  Photo  Section:  Capt.  William  D.  Wheeler  assumed  command  of  this 

organization  on  September  13th,  relieving  Capt.  Harlan  1.  Holden. 

1st  Lieut.  Arthur  G-.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Sgt . Wilbur  E.  Ehodes  returned  from 
Eagle  River,  Wise.,  where  they  have  been  working  on  the  aerial  survey  of  the 
Lakes  Region  of  northern  Wisconsin  for  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey. 

Langley  Field,  Hampton,  Va.,  October  17th. 

2nd  Bombardment  Group  - Ry  Lieut.  Jack  S.  Wood;  A flight  of  three  LB-71 s 
left  Langley  Field  on  Sept.  28th  for  Louisville,  Ky . , to  attend  the  American 
Legion  Convention  and  to  compete  against  other  members  of  the  A.E.F.  in  such 
games  and  pastimes  as  have  become  traditional  with  American  Legion  Conventions, 
and  also  to  fly  a.  few  demonstration  formations. 

The  flight  was  under  the  command  of  Cant.  Henry  Pascale,  the  other  officers 
in  the  flight  being  Lieuts.  W.J.  Hahnel,  J.W.  Hammond,  Marion  Huggins,  W.E, 
Steele  and  G.W.  Heel. 

The  flight  left  Louisville,  October  2nd  and  proceeded  to  Washington, D.C., 
where  it  joined  another  flight  of  four  Bombers  and  participated  in  the  Military 
Maneuvers  at  the  Army  War  College.  The  Bombers  returned  to  Langley  Field  on 
October  6th. 

Lieut.  William  A.  Matheny  is  back  on  duty  with  the  Group,  after  spending 
a month  convalescing  in  Panama.  Lieut.  Matheny  was  severely  burned  when  the 
LB-7,  which  he  was  ferrying  to  Panama,  crashed  in  Central  America. 

2nd  Photo  Section, A. C.  - By  Lt .C .W. Goode, A.C.R. : During  the  month  of 

September  routine  duties  of  a photo  Section  were  performed. 

Obliques  and  verticals  of  trenches  were  made  at  Fort  Eustis,  Va.,  before 
and  after  camouflage  for  Coast  Artillery  School,  Ft.  Monroe,  Va..  Obliques 
were  made  of  Kill  Devil  Hill,  Kitty  Hawk,  H.C.  Copies  and  prints  of  map  prob- 
lems for  Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  Langley  Field,  Va.,  were  also  made. 

A total  of  8 hours  and  30  minutes  was  flown  on  photographic  work. 

The  Photo  Section  is  endeavoring  to  obtain  a regular  airplane  assigned  to 
it  for  Photo  work. 

59th  Service  Squadron, A. C,  - By  Lieut.  C .R.MacIver, A.C. ; The  Post  foot- 
ball team  has  on  its  roster  five  men  from  the  59th  Service  Squadron  who  can 
be  relied  upon  to  give  a good  account  of  themselves  on  the  field,  viz.:  Cpl . 
Bell,  a little  over  six  feet  and  plenty  fast;  Pvts.  Soults,  a neat  passer  who 
holds  down  the  job  of  center;  Francis  McDonald,  a f ast ‘ stepping  end  with  no 
resistance;  Charlie  Canady,  who  hails  from  the  Tar  Heel  State,  with  two  years 
of  playing  with  an  Academy  team  to  his. credit,  and  Charles  Worral,  the  line 
plunging  demon  from  Pennsylvania,  who  has  no  sympathy  for  enemy  men.  The  59th 
is  also  well  represented  on  the  side  lines  at  every  game  and  we’re  pulling  hard 
for  the  Post  Tesm  to  come  home  with  the  3rd  Corps  Area  Championship  this  year. 

The  organization  received  one  PT-1  from  the  49th  Bombardment  Squadron  on 
Sept.  4th,  and  one  0-11  from  Middletown  Air  Depot  on  Sept.  17th. 

The  organization  was  engaged  in  checking  pilots  on  Transport  planes  dur- 
ing the  past  two  weeks. 

The  organization  has  a total  strength  of  148  men  present  and  absent. 
Approxima.tely  65  men  are  on  special  duty  with  the  various  departments  - Engi- 
neering, Air  Corps  Supply,  Quartermaster  and  various  other  Post  activities. 
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Approximately  20  men  are  on  duty  in  -the  Squadron  Hangar  .maintaining- 'four  air- 
planes, and  approximately  20  men  are  on  duty  with  the  G-roup  Transportation. 

The  number  of  flights  during  the  fifteen-day  period  was  191,  totalling  46 
hours  and  5 minutes.  Missions  of  different  types  and  number  of  hours  devoted 
to  each  are  as  follows; 

64  Missions  Type  1-A, prescribed  training  for  pilots  26  hrs.40  min. 

5 Missions  Type  1-C,  cross-country  for  pilots. 13  ” 20  ” 

4 Missions  Type  2-B, flights  in  connection  with  Photo  and 

mapping 5 " 0 11 

1 Mission  Type  3 -A, photography  and  mapping,  civilian  purposes  1 u 0 11 

74  Totals  46  11 

Total  number  of  Types  4. 

19th  Airship  Company, A. C. -By  ht .5 .T .Starkey, A . C. 5 Two  reconnaissance 
flight's  were  made  on  the  27th  of  September  with  Capt.  A.I.Puryear  and  Lieut. 
B.T. Starkey  as  pilots.  On  the  30th  of  September, Maj . Kennedy,  of  the  Chief 1 s 
office,  made  two  training  flights.  Daily -flights  to  Washington, D.C.,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Military  Carnival  at  the  War  College  were  on  the  schedule  for 
the  week,  but  it  was  necessary  to  cancel  these  flights  on  account  of  a hurri- 
cane warning. 

High ’winds  continued  to  interfere  with  flying.  Two  missions  scheduled 
with  the  Coast  Artillery,  Ft.Eustis,  were  completed  successfully.  On  October 
7th,  the  TC-6  flew  a three  hour  communications  test  mission  as  a preliminary 
to  the  actual  observation  work  on  the  8th.  Ho  trouble  was  experienced  in 
maintaining  contact  with  the  ground  set  during  the  entire  drill.  On  October 
8th,  the  TC-6  in  command  of  Lieut.  M.E.McHugo,  completed  an  observation  mission 
in  cooperation  with  the  Coast  Artillery,  Ft.Eustis,  with  very  satisfactory  re- 
sults/ The  crew  of  the  ship  were  commanded  for  their  splendid  cooperation  by 
Col.  , Taylor,  Commanding  the  52d  C.A.C. 

The  Football  squad,  under  tutelage  of  Capt . Usher  and  Sgt . Stanowich, 
coaches,  is  progressing  very  rapidly.  On  Oct.  5th  the  U.S.S.  AM! ARES  was  de- 
feated 19  to  0,  with  the  Langley  first  string  playing  only  half  of  the  game. 
Next  Saturday  we  play  the  ‘Naval  Hospital  of  Portsmouth,  Va.,  the  only  team  of 
this  section  to  chalk  up  a win  over  us  last  season.  ■ Tne  first  real  set  sack 
to  Langley’s  hopes  came  along  Wednesday  when  Keys,  a recent  acquisition  to  the 
' squad  and  the  most  terrific  plunger  among  the  backs,  was  sent  to  the  hospital 
with  an  injured  knee  perhaps  for  the  season.  If  Langley  can  defeat  the  Haval 
Hospital  the  coaches  feel  quite  confident  that  the  team  will  come  through 
with  a clean  slate  for  the  season.  - ■ 

Rockwell  Field,  Coronado  , Cp.lif  . , October  17th . 

Maj.  Frederick  Lv  Martin,  of  the  Office  of  the  Cnief  of  tne  Air  Corps, 
was  a recent  visitor  at  Rockwell  Field,  for  purpose  of  inspecting  the  Visual 
Inspection  System. 

Lieut s.  A'.W . Martenstein  and  Charles  H.  Caldwell,  were  also  recent  visi- 
tors at  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot  for  purpose  of  inspecting  supplies  and 
maintenance. 

■Maj.  Daniel  B.  Leininger,  Veterinary  Corps,  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field, 

Oct.  7th,  for  purpose  of  administering  annual  mallein  tost  and  lendering  nec- 
essary veterinary  treatment  to  public  animals  assigned  this  station. 

1st  Lieut’.  Charles  E.  Stafford,  Quartermaster  Corps,  who  has  been  on  duty 
at  Rockwell  Field  as  assistant  to  the  Post  Quartermaster,  was  assigned  to  duty 
at  this  post  as  Post  Quartermaster,  vice  Capt.  H.J.  Hunker,  Q.M.C.,  transfer- 
red to  Jeffersonville,  Tnd. 

Lieut.  I .A. Woodring, A. cV,  attached  to  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  received 
permission  from  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  to  give  a flying  demonstration  dur- 
ing the  International  Petroleum  Exposition  at  Tulsa,  'Ski a.,  the  week  of  Ccto  - 
ber  7th. 

Six  Pursuit  planes,  five  Bombers  and  one  Transport,  with  twelve  officers 
and  twent’y1' enlisted  men,  participated  in  the  dedication  of  Neuman  Airport, 
Neuman',  ' Calif . , on  Sept.  29th. 

Three- P-}2’s  from  the  95tli  Fur  suit  Squadron  participated  in.  the  dedica- 
tion of  Florence  Airport,  Florence, -AriS  A,  oh  Oct . 12-I3th . 

The  following-named  Air  Corps  officers,  who  have  been  on  active  duty  as 
Reserve  Officers  at  Rockwell  Field,  received  their  commissions  in  the  Regular 
Army:  2nd  Lieuts  . -’J.  A.Rbnin;  Harold  W . Bowman;  ' Will  iam  RiCas'eyj  Geoige  n.  Price, 
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Kenneth  A.  Rogers  and.  L.E.  Watnee . 

War  Department  orders  were  received  assigning  the  following-named  Air 
Corps  officers  to  Rockwell  Field  for  duty : 2nd  lieuts.  S.R.  Brentnall, (F .A.) * 
James  W.  Brown,  Jr  . (Inf . ) ; Howard  G. Bunker (C. A.C.) ; Nat?nan  B. Forrest , Jr  * (Cav .)  ; 
Robert  S.  Israel,  Jr . (F.A.) ; Alfred  R.  Maxwell  (C.A.C.) ; Wm.H.  Tunner  (F  .A.)  ; 
John  S.  Mills  (F  .A.)  ; and  LaVerne  G . Saunders  (inf . ) . 

The  following-named  2nd  Lieutenants,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  were  also  ordered 
to  Rockwell  Field,  for  active  duty,  until  June  30,  1930:  Edward  W . Anderson, 
William  W.  Cadwcll,  Evan  L . Farman,  William  Groen,  Jr . , Mauri de  W . Judd,  Winslow 
C.  Morse,  Elder  Patterson  and  Robert  K.  Unkan. 

Capt . Raymond  S.  Dickinson,  Air  Corps  Reserve  and  1st  Lieut.  Stuart  B. 
Davis,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  completed  two  weeks  active  duty  training  at  Rockwell 
Air  Depot.  While  here  they  were  given  an  abbreviated  course  in  engineering 
work  in  the  Depot  shops. 

The  Rockwell  Field  Officers®  Club,  recently  rebuilt  and  refurnished,  open- 
ed with  a dedication  party,  Friday  evening,  October  4th.  Among  improvements 
recently  completed  are  the  installation  of  two  new  squash  courts  and  numerous 
other  features. 

Campaigning  for  the  Community  Chest,  Red  Cross  and  other  Institutions  in 
San  Diego  and  Coronado,  received  a great  deal  of  attention  at  Rockwell  Field, 
the  commissioned,  enlisted  and  civilian  personnel  responding  heartily  and  gen- 
erously. Major  Sneed,  Commanding  Officpr  of . the  Post,  took  an  active  interest, 
in  the  work  and  appointed  Lieut.  Robert  E . Selff,  A.C.,  Post  Adjutant,  as 
chairman  of  a committee  to  make  collections  through  the  various  squadrons  and 
civilian  activities  of  the  Post  and  Depot.  Rockwell  Field  far  exceeded  its 
quota  in  the  annual  drive  of  the  Community  Chest. 

San  Antonio  Air  Depot, Duncan  Field, San  Antonio , Texas , October  11th. 

We  regret  to  announce  that  Capt.  Joseph  W ..  Timmons-,  Jr  . , Q, . M . C . , our  Quar- 
termaster, and  1st  Lieut.  Richard  T . Aldworth,  A.C. , who  was.  recently  transfer- 
red to  this  Depot  from  Langley  Field  are  sick. at  the  Station  Hospital,  Fort 
Sam  Houston.  Capt . Timmons  has  been  sick  since  Sept . 5th  (except  for  a week*  s 
interval  of  dut]0  , and  Lieut.  Aldworth  since  Sent.  16th.  Their  condition  is 
not  serious,  however,  and  we  hone  to  see  them  on  their  feet  again  in  the  near 
future . 

Lieut.  Charles  H.  Caldwell,  of  the  A.C.  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field, 
was  a visitor  at  this  Depot , Sept .18th  to ’21st  for  a conference  on  matters 
relative  to, the  proposed  new  construction  at  this  depot. 

Lieut’.  Ames  S.  Albro,  Assistant  Engineer  Officer  and  Lieut.  Charles  E. 
Thomas,  Jr., Depot  Supply  Officer  of  this  Depot,  made  a cross-country  to  Lowry 
Field,  Denver,  Colo.,  and  return,  Sept.  23d  to  29th,  for  conference  with  of- 
ficers of  the  120th  Observation  Squadron,  Colorado  National  Guard,  and  inspec- 
tion of  Air  Corps  supplies  and  equipment  of  that  organization. 

Lieut.  Edward  V.  Harbeck,  Assistant  Operations  Officer  of  the  Depot,  made 
a cross-country  to  Ft. Bliss,  Texas,  and  return.  Sept.  27th  to  30th,  to  deliver 
a set  of  propeller  blades  required  by  Lieut.  Julian  B.  Haddon,  A.C . , for  the 
XO-22  being  ferried  by  him  from  the  Douglas  Factory  to  Wright  Field. 

Lieut.  Charles  E . Branshaw,  Chief  Engineering  Officer  and  Lieut.  Lewis 
S.  Webster,  Assistant  Depot  Supply  Officer  of  this  Depot,  visited  the  154th 
Observation  Squadron,  Arkansas  National  Guard,  at  Little  Rock,  and  the  111th 
Observation  Squadron,  Texas  National  Guard,  at  Houston,  October  2d  to  6th, 
by  cross-country,  for  conference  'and  inspection  of  Air  Corps  supplies  and 
equipment  of  those  organizations. 

The  Engineering  Department  of  this  Depot  produced  the  following  in  the 
way  of  airplane  and  engine  overhaul  and  repair  during  the  month  of  September: 
Airplane s,overh^ul-7-A3pl DH-4M-1;  2 DH-4M-2;  3 DH-4m-2T,*  2..02;  1 02-H;  3 Pl-D; 

3 PT-3,  total  22:  airplanes,  miscellaneous  repair  - 1 A-3 ; 1 C-l ; 1 D-9 ; 

1 W.C. ; 1 DH-4M-2S ; 2 02:  2 02 -C;  2 02-H;  1 02-K;  1.02-M4,  total  13. 

Engines,  major  overhaul  - 20  Curtiss  D-12,  10  Wright  J-5,  total  30: 
engines,  minor  overhaul  - 44  Liberty,  1 Curtiss  D-12,  total  45. 

Nichols  Field,  Rizal,  P.I.,  October  2nd . 

In  four  basketball  contests  thus  far  played  by  the  Post  team,  two  were 
victories  and  two  defeats . The  16th  Naval  District  and  the  59th  Coast  Artil- 
lery teams  wore  defeated  by  the  scores  of  42  to  28  and  28  to  26,  re spectively . 
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The  31st  Infantry  and  60th  Coast  Artillery  were  victors  33  to  23  and  29  to  21, 
respectively.  Cpl . Wolf  and  Pvt.  Parrick  were  outstanding  stars  for  the  Nichols 
Field  team.  . . . % 

The  Post  Enlisted  Men’s  howling  team  is  tied  in  inter-regimental  Bowling 
league  with  the  5Sth  Coast  Artillery  for  first,  place,,  and  is  in  third  place  in 
the  Philippine  Bowling  Association.  In  the  latter  league  Nichols  Field  holds 
the  high  score  for  a single  game  - 971. 

The  Officers’  Bowling  team  in  the  Philippine  Bowling  Association  is  not 
doing  so  well. 

The  baseball  season  was  scheduled  to  open  October  16th  with  the  31st  In- 
fantry in  Interpost  Baseball  League.  Nichols  has  good  material  with  the  ex- 
ception of  good  pitchers. 

2nd  Observation  Squadron;  Activities  during  September  were  somewhat  in- 
creased due  to  the  lessening  of  rain. 

The  numerous  radio  missions  being  conducted  with  Ft  .McKinley  .are  being- 
carried  out  successfully. 

On  Sept.  24th,  Lieuts.  Dunlap  and  Wells,  in  two  Amphibians,  with  Cpls. 

James  and  Kucinski  as  mechanics  and  Capt . C.C. Chapman  and  Mr.  Sinclair  as  pas- 
sengers, made  a flight  to  Samogui,  a small  lumber  town  on  the  western  coast 
of  Mindoro . 

Capt.  Wilson  and  Lieuts.  Nowland,  Hayward,-  Wilson  and  Steinmetz  are  at 
present  enjoying  a!  tour  of  detached  service  at  Camp  John  Hay,  Mountain  Prov- 
ince. During  the  absence  of  Lieut.  Hayward,  Lieut.  Douglas,  in  addition  to 
his  other  duties,  is  performing  the  duties  of  Squadron  Operations  Officer. 

Headquarters,  4th  Composite  Group, A. C.:  Lieut.  Grisham,  our  new  Detach- 

ment Commander,  is  on  fifteen  days'  leave  in  Baguio.  Capt.  Pursley,  our  former 
Commanding  Officer,  was  transferred  to  the  66th  Service  Squadron  and  is  now 
Squadron  Commander  of  that  unit. 

Sgts.  Simmons  and  Dolliver,  PFC.  Bain  and  our  light-weight  Stackwell,  are 
up  in  Baguio,  prior  to  their  departure  on  the  October  transport,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Sgt . Dolliver,  who  is  "making  the  next  one".  In  addition  to  the 
above,  the  organization  will  lose  Sgt.  R.  Lamoureux,  who  is  assigned  to  Mitchel 
Field,  but -whose  slogan  is  "Panama  or  bust'!.  Pvt.  Long  is  also  leaving  on  this 
transport,  together  with  Pvt.  Redifer,  another  short-timer,  who  is  getting 
ready  for  K.P.  upon  arrival  in  the  States. 

Pvt.  Gibson  was  promoted  to  pvt.  Ist-class,  specialist  3rd  class,  vice 
Palmer,  transferred  in  grade  to  the  Finance  Department,  upon  his  own  request. 
After  the  short-timers  sail.,  this  detachment  will  have  vacancies  for  four  pri- 
vates, 1st  class?  one  A.M.,  1st  class;  for  a private;  and  one  A.M.,  1st  class 
for  a sergeant,  in  addition  to  a specialist,  1st  class,  and  what  have  you. 

The  entire  detachment  is  looking  forward  to  the  sailing, of  the  boat,  reasons  - 
MORE  PESOS. 

Sgts.  Callahan  and  Poynter,  are  two.  incoming  replacements  for  the  Detach- 
ment, and  will  arrive -on  the  Octo  ter  4th  transport,  together  with  Capt.  Vernon 
Burge  who  will  take  command  of  the  squadron. 

28th  Bombardment  Squadron, A, C. ; 1st  Lieut.  John  G.  Salsman  is  now  doing 
a tour  of  detached  service  at  Baguio  for  thirty  days. 

1st  Lieut .; Alfred  Lindeborg  is  on  leave  for  thirty  days  for  the  purpose 
of  visiting  China  and  Japan. 

On  the  October  transport  we  lose  the  following-named  men  of  our  non-com- 
missioned staff:  Mr. Sgt,  Bills  to  the  40th  School  Squadron, Kelly  Field,  Texas; 
.Staff  Sgt.  Ehlert  to  Ft .McDowell  for  discharge;  Staff  Sgt.  Kaufman  to  Air 
Corps  Technical  School  Detachment,  Chanute  Field,  111.;  Staff  Sgt.  McDonough 
to  54th  School  Squadron,  March  Field,  Calif.;  Sgt.  Bodie  to  24th  School  Wing 
Headquarters,  Kelly  Field,  Texas;  Sgt.  Zernikow  to  11th  Bombardment  Squadron, 
Rockwell  Field,  Calif. 

During  the  months  of  September  and  October  many  shcools  are  being  con- 
ducted. Among  others  are  Machine  f^un,  Chemical  Warfare,  Navigation  and  others 
for  both  commissioned  and  enlisted  personnel. 

Now  that  the  rainy  season  is  about  finished,  our  flying  missions  are 
being  conducted  according  to  schedule  instead  of  chance.  . 

66th  Service  Squadron, A. C. : Capt.  Benjamin  F.  Giles,  A.C.,  was  transfer- 

red on  Sept.  1st  to  2nd  Observation  Squadron, A, C. , this  station. 

Capt.  Charles  A.  Pursley,  A.C.,  was  transferred  from  Hq.Det.,4th  Composite 
Group,  this  station  on  September  1st,  assumed  command  of  the  Squadron  and  also 
took  over  the  duties  of  Squadron  Mess  Officer. 
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1st  Lieut.  Earl  S.  Hoag  was  scheduled  to  leave  for  China  and  Japan  on  Oct. 
12th  for  two  months*  leave  of  absence . 

The  Squadron  baseball  team,  under  the  direction  of  Staff  Sgt . Jacob 
Collins,  has  been  out  for  practice  and  it  is  hoped  that  we  will  come  out  on  top 

Luke  Field,  T.H.,  October  10th. 

5th  Composite  Croup, 4th  Observation  Squadron:  Lieut.  Richard  H,  Dean 

tool?  over  the  responsibility  of  coaching  our  basketball  team  and  we  feel  very 
fortunate  in  having  this  officer,  a former  athlete  of  the  University  of  fiscon- 
sifa,  for  a coach.  With  his  (.excellent  ability  as  a coach  and  the  material  that 
has  tunned  out  for  the  squad,  we  are  certainly  looking  forward  to  the  champion- 
ship this  year.  Lieut.  Early  is  also  working  with  the  team  and  his  presence 
on  the  squad  will  strengthen  it  in  playing'  and  bolster  its  morale. 

1st  Sgt.  Cordon  took  a thirty-day  furlough  to  the  mainland.  Mr. Sgt.  St o tit 
assumed  Sgt.  Gordon’s  duties  during  his  absence. 

As  a result  of  a boxing  rally  held  in  the  day  room  one  day  last  week,  over 
ten  promising  fighters  reported  for  training  and  more  are  expected  as  the  sea- 
son progresses.  ’ 

72nd  Bombardment  Squadron:  The  72nd  Squadron  has  been  busy  organizing 
athletic  teams  in  Basketball,  Volley  Ball,  Boxing  ans  Swimming,  calling  upon 
every  man  in  the  organization  to  cooperate  in  the  season’s  athletic  events. 

Sgt.  Andy  Mullins,  a popular  athlete,  took  over  the  duties  of  coaching  the 
Swimming  team.  Staff  Sgt.  "Hank”  Henderson  will  coach  the  Basketball  squad, 
and  from  the  results  he  is  getting  from  his  ambitious  players  there  is  little 
doubt  as  to  his  ability  in  holding  down  this  job.  Staff  Sgt.  Houston  Alexander 
another  one  of  our  leading  athletes,  is  working  over  the  Boxing  squad  in  a 
most  capable  manner. 

We  have  been  successful  this  season  so  far  in  Volley  Ball,  running  the 
4th  Squadron  a close  race  for  first  place.  Everyone  in  the  Squadron  has  their 
eyes  on  winning  the  Kuntz-Moses  Trophy  in  the  first  year  of  its  presentation. 

23 d Bo moar dme nt  S quadr o n : Yfe  have  had  a very  good  turn  out  for  all  the 
athletic  teams  this  season,  and  the  high  morale  which  prevails  will  mean  that 
we  will  have  a successful  season  in  the  coming  inter-squadron  contests.  Sgt. 
Krug  was  selected  as  our  Athletic  Coach  in  Basketball,  Boxing  and  Swimming, 
and  from  his  previous  records  there  need  be  no  explanation  as  to  his  ability 
in  handling  this  position.  Twelve  men  reported  for  the  Basketball  team, 
seven  for  the  Swimming  team  and  eight  are  training  hard  for  the  coming  fistic 
events.  With  this  turn  out  of  27  energetic  athletes,  we  have  very  good  reason 
to  believe  that  the  Kuntz-Moses  Trophy  will  be  awarded  to  this  Squadron  at  the 
close  of  the  season. 

65th  Service  Squadron:  Everyone  is  anxious  for  the  fall  athletic  events 
to  get  under  way.  With  the  material  available  for  the  various  teams  needed 
to  compete  for  the  Kuntz-Moses  Cup,  there  will  be  a real  active  part  played 
on  behalf  of  our  Squadron  for  this  trophy.  Our  Basketball  team  looks  better 
this  season  than  ever  before  and,  with  the  Swimming  and  Boxing  teams,  we  are 
out  100  percent  to  take  the  majority  of  events  this  fall.  Sgt.  John  Tarpley 
reported  for  duty  after  being  confined  to  the  hospital  due  to  a fractured 
leg  received  while  playing  in  a Navy- Sector  Baseball  game.  Spore,  whom  Luke 
Field  is  expecting  to  win  the  lightweight  championship  in  the  Department,  is 
working  out  every  day  and  looks  to  be  in  the  best  condition  of  his  career. 

Personals; 

Mrs.  R.R, Brown,  wife  of  Lieut.  Brown,  returned  to  the  States  this  month 
aboard  the " Cambrai !J  Lieut.  Brown  will  depart  on  the  January  transport  for  his 
new  station,  where  he  will  join  Mrs.  Brown. 

Lieut.  George  G.  Cressey  and  family  sailed  on  the  ” Cambrai"  en  route  to 
their  new  station,  Scott  Field,  Illinois. 

Lieut.  Horace  S.  Kenyon  and  family  sailed  on  the  "Cambrai”  en  route  to 
March  Field,  Calif.  He  has  been  on  duty  at  the  Department  Air  Office  for  the 
past  two  years. 

Lieut.  Carlisle  I.  Ferris  and  family  left  on  this  month’s  transport  en 
rout®  to  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  where  he  will  report  for  duty. 

Lieut.  U.G.  Jones,  who  has  been  Stationed  at  Fort  Bragg,  N.C . , will  re- 
port for  duty  at  Luke  Field,  upon  his  arrival  this  month  aboard  the  "Somme". 

Lieut.  Carl  A.  Cover,  on  a leave  of  absence  an  the  mainland  for  the  past 
two  months,  returned  to  duty  here  on  October  3rd. 
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Athletics : This  month  starts  the  Boxing  season  on  its  promising  wav,  and 
with  it  conies  new  materia?,  in  the  pugilistic  art  for  Luke  Field.  With  the  sea- 
soned Boxers  vra  already  hove  and  who  have  proven  their  ability  in  the  past  sea- 
sons, we  are  pinning  great  hopes  for  the  Department  Championship  in  every 
Division . 

The  Volley  Ball  and  Swimming  events  among  the  different  Squadrons  have 
also  started.  There  will  Be  real  competition  Between  the  rival  organisations. 

Missions:  This  Group  completed  tow  target  missions  for  the  First  and 
Second  Battalions  of  the  64th,  C.A.C. (aA) 9 It  is  expected  that  the  Third  and 
last  Battalion  will  finish  their  target  practice  with  us  this  month. 


Bolling  Field,  Anacostia,  D.C.,  OctoBer  24th . 


Piloting  an  02-K  airplane,  Lieut.  L.S.  Stranathan  took  off  on  the  morning 
of  Oct.  3rd  on  an  extended  cross-country  trip.  Congressman  Maas,  of  Minnesota, 
a member  of  the  Military  Affairs  Committee,  Horse  of  Representatives,  was  his 
passenger.  Congressman  teas  is  making  an  inspection  of  all  Army  Posts  and 
stations  in  the  United  State s* 

Lieut.  L.M.  Merrick,  Operations  Officer  at  Bolling  Field,  took  off  at 
6:30  A.M.  on  the  morning  of  OctoBer  10th  in  the  0-4  Transport  for  LeRoy.N.Y . , 
for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  Hon.  F.  TruBee  Davison,  Assistant  Secretary 
of  War  for  Aeronaut ids.  from  that  point  to  Syracuse,  N.Y.,  and  Washington. 

Lieut . John  F.  Upston  made  a cross-country  flight  on  October* 11th  to  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  and  on  his  return  flight  had  Cci*  C. B Jc coins,  former  Assistant 
Secretary  of  bar,  as  his  passenger  as  far  as  Co  lumens.  Ohio. 

On  OctoBer  14th,  General  Wm,E.  Gillmore,  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps, 
piloted  By  Lieut.  Tourteilor,  took  off  in  a Thomas-Aiorse  on  an  extended  cross- 
country flight.  General  Gillmore  is  making  an  inspection  of  practically  all 
Air  Corps  stations. 

On  the  morning  of  OctoBer  14th,  the  Air  Corps  Detachment  was  paraded  in 


honor  of  Lieut.  Harr'r  A 


CJn  - - J- 


g ton. 


Air  Co? "os  Reserve,  who  was  presented  with  the 


cion  mentions  work  in  the  presence 
t-ions.  or  civilians,  he  is  greeted  with  a loud 


Clarence  H.  Mackey  Trophy  for  L92S . Tno  presentation  was  made  by  the  Hon. 

James  W.  Good,  Secretary  of  Wax. 

Mitchel  Field,  L.I.,  hew  York.  OctoBer  30th . 

It  is  the  accented  idea  of  the  Service  in  general  that  Mitchel  Field  is 
the  social  center  of  the  Air  Corps,  prcBahly  Because  of  its  proximity  to  the 
Gay  White  Way.  If  an  officer  from  this 
of  comrades  from  more  distant  sta 
and  long  raspBerry,  that  Being  evidently  the  oldest  and  Best  method  of  showing 
di sBeli ef  and  di sagr e erne nt . 

While  the  officers  of  Mitchel  Field  are  no  douBt  the  handsomest  (and  in 
the  case  of  Lieut s.  Hough  and  Ease,  the  eldest)  in  the  Air  Corps,  they  would 
Be  a most  hekoful  addition  to  any  social  ga*  hexing.  Still,  to  prove  my  con- 
tention that  all  is  not  play,  I will  give  a summary  of  the  Summer  Activities. 

During  the  month  of"  July,  36  R.O.T.C.  students  were  trained  and  given 
150  hours’  flying.  They  were  from  the  following  institutions:  University  of 
Illinois,  New  York  University  and  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology. 
During  the  summer,  73  Reserve  Officers  were  given  the  annual  two  weeks'  active 
duty  and  were  given  over  803  hours  flying  time,  or,  on  the  average,  over  eleven 
hours  per  man.  Talcing  into  consideration  the  numBer  of  planes  in  commission 
and  the  various  other  activities  which  must  Be  carried  on  for  other  Branenos 
this  is  a remarkaBle  record. 

During  the  summer  flights  made  in  cooperation  with  other  Branches  of  the 
Service  amounted  to  312,  with  «i58  nours’  flying  time.  The  average  numBer  of 
airplanes  in  commission,  cf  all  types,  for  the  summer  months  amounted  to  25. 

Annual  Aerial  and  Ground  Gunnery,  and  BomBing  Practice  started  on  the  166h 
of  SeptemBer,  the  ground  phase  Being  carried  on  at  Fort  Tilden  and  the  aerial 
phase  off  Fire  Island. 

Details  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  from  Mitchel  Field  are  at  nreseni 
cn  D.S.  at  ABerdeen  Proving  Ground  for  work  in  connection  with  Anti-aircraft 
firing.  They  will  continue  on  this  work  until  the  latter  part  of  NovemBer. 
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Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas October  31st. 

Capt . Arthur  E.  Easterbrook|  A.  C ,,  left  Kelly  Field,  Oct.  28th  on  a 30-hay 
leave  of  absence  before  reporting  for  foreign  duty  in  the  Philippine  Islands. 

He  expects  to  spend  most  of  his  leave  at  hi-s  home  in  Tacoma,  Wash.  Coming  to 
Kelly  Field  in  March,  1927,  he  was  in  command  of  the  40th  Squadron  for  over  a 
year.  For  the  last  six  months  Capt.  Easterbrook  has  been  on  duty  at  Training 
Center  Headquarters  as  Adjutant,  i 

1st  Lieut s.  Royal  B.  Lea  and  R .Snavely  left  by  train  Oct.  21st  for  Mid- 
dletown,Pa.,  to  fly  two  LB-51 s to  this  field. 

Two  tri-motored  transports  engaged  in  the  navigation  flights  of  graduating 
students  of  the  navigation  School  at  Wright  Field  arrived  at  Kelly  Field  on 
Oct.  17th.  One  plane  left  for  Brownsville  on  the  19th,  but  the  other  was  de- 
layed by  motor  trouble  and  did  not  leave  until  October  21st. 

The  Kelly  Field  Football  team  defeated  the  9th  Infantry  6 to  0 in  the  Army 
Bowl  at  Ft.  Sam  Houston  on  Oct.  29th.  Kelly  managed  to  keep  the  play  deep  in 
their  opponent’s  territory  most  of  the  game,  but  the  9th  Infantry  tightened 
up  their  defense  considerably  after  the  ball  would  cross  their  twenty -yard 
line.  A touchdown  was  scored  on  an  intercepted  forward  pass.  This  was  the 
first  game  of  the  Army  Football  League  in  San  Antonio. 

France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  Oct.  10th . 

Recent  welcome  additions  to,  the  personnel  of  France  Field  include  Major 
and  Mrs.  Roy  S.  Brown,  Lieut.  A. Y. Smith,  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  A. H. Rich,  Lieut,  and 
Mrs.  Lloyd  Hunting. 

During  September,  the  following  officers  were  transferred  to  other  com- 
mands, and  it  was  with  great  regret  that  we  noted  their  departure:  Lieut s. 
George  C.  McDonald  to  Langley  Field,  David  R.  Stinson  to  Middletown  and  Par doe 
Martin  to  Mitchel  Field. 

The  following  officers  arrived  at  France  Field,  having  ferried  Type  LB-6 
Bombers  from  Langley  Field  to  Panama;  Lieut s.  Robinson  and  Buckman  and  Tech-. 

Sgt . Jewell  on  Aug.  30th;  Lieuts.  Harmon,  Davie.s,  Vance  and  Colman,  and  St.Sgt. 
Hawkins  and  Cpl . Bull,  on  Sept.  3rd.  Lieut . Canfield  died  from  injuries  re- 
ceived when  the  Bomber  piloted  by  himself  and  Lt . Matheny  crashed  and  burned 
near  Managua,  on  Aug.  30th.  Lieut.  Matheny,  quite  seriously  burned  through 
gallantly  aiding  Lieut.  Canfield . from  the  wreckage,  arrived  on  a Pan-American 
Ford,  September  1st.  After  recovering  in  the  Colon  Hospital  and  spending  a 
short  period  of  convalescence  at  France  Field,  he  departed  by  commercial  liner 
on  Sept.  29th.  Lieuts.  Buckman,  Colman  and  Vance  left  for  the  States  after 
spending  a short  time  at  France  Field. 

Lieut.  Keith  Parks  is  our  latest  graduate  from  the  ’’University  de  Corozal" 
specializing  in  the  baking  of  biscuits  and  similar  stones. 

Lieut.  Ramon  R.  Arias,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  a recent  Kelly  Field  graduate, 
took  two  weeks  of  active  duty  training  with  the  7th  Observation  Squadron. 

The  following  officers  left  on  leave  during  the  month:  Lieut.  Harmon  for 
three  months,  to  be  spent  in  commercial  pursuits  in  Hew  York;  Lieut.  Lebrou  for 
one  month  and  ten  days. 

Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  October  9th.  . , 

Lieuts.  Charles  H.  Caldwell  and  A.W.Martenstein  left  Sept ; 30th  on 'an  ex-, 
tended  trip  through  the  west  and  southwest  to  consult  with  the  commanders  of 
various  fields  concerning  problems  of  supply  and  maintenance.  The  route  in- 
cludes Scott  Field,  Ft .Leavenworth,  Crissy,  March,  Rockwell  and  Kelly  Fields, 
and  Ft.  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas. 

Capt.  A. M. Drake  left  for  Hew  York  to  meet  Mrs.  Drake,  who  returned  from 
an  extended  trip  to  Europe. 

Visiting  the  Wright  Field  laboratories  on  Sept.  30th  were  125  Legionnaires 
who  were  on  their  way  to  the  American  Legion  Convention  in  Louisville ,Ky. 

Lieut.  Hugo  P.  Rush,  a recent  graduate  of .the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  wherfe  he  completed  an  aeronautical  course,  reported  for  duty  Sept. 
23rd  and  was  assigned  to  the  Airplane  Branch.  His  previous  regular  station  was 
Brooks  Field,  Texas. 
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Lieut . Julian  B.  Hacldon  re centl^'iferrfed- n©a. airplane  with  Wasp 
supercharged  engine  to  Wright  Field  from  the  plant  of  the  Douglas'  Company  at ‘ ~ 
Santa  Monica,  Calif.  Leaving  Santa  Monica  on  Sent.  21st,  he  spent  two  days  at 
Rockwell  Field,  and  then  proceeded  to  SI  Paso,  where  he  was  delayed  four  days 
hecause  of  a propeller  which  was  bent  when  warming  up  the  engine  on  the  ground. 
The  final  stop  was  at  Oklahoma  City  before  coming  on  to  Dayton,  which  was  reach- 
ed on  Sept.  29th.  Lieut.  Haddon  put  in  about  16  hours’  flying  time  on  the  trip 
and  reported  excellent  flying  weather  all  the  way . 

Lieut.  Leroy  Wolfe  returned  recently  from  a month’s  leave  of  absence  spent 
in  Hew  York.  .... 

Capt . Wm.E.  Kepner  returned  from  a three  and  a half,  months’  leave  of  ab- 
sence, during  which  time  he  worked  with  the  Detroit  Aircraft  Development.  Coimany 
making  the  initial  tests  of  the  all-metal  airship  produced  by  this.  Coimany  for 
the  Navy.  He  left  the  field  almost  immediately,  however,  to  defend  his  title 
for  the  Gordon  Bennett  Trophy  in  the  International  Balloon  Races  held  on  Sept. 
28th.  Word  was  received  that  Capt.  Kepner  finished  second  in  the  closely  con- 
tested race,  Mr.  Ward  T.  Van  Orman,  the  winner  exceeding  Capt.  Kepner  ’ s dis- 
tance by  a mere  three  miles. 

Lieut.  Victor  E.  Bertrandias,  formerly  of  Wright  Field,  now  connected  with 
the  Fokker  Aircraft  organization,  arrived  at  the  Field  on  Oct . 7th,  for  a sev- 
eral days’  conference  with  engineers. 

Lieut.  J.'3. Richter,  who  was  recently  decorated  with  the  Distinguished  Fly- 
ing Cross  for  his  pioneer  work  in  refueling  of  airplanes  in  flight,  left  for 
Buffalo  on  10-days’  leave  of  absence. 

Brig. -General  B.D.Foulois  and  Lieut.  Ennis  Whitehead  landed  on  Oct.  6th  at 
Wright  Field  from  Tulsa,  Okla.,  where  they  had  gone  to  attend  the  International 
Petroleum  Convention.  They  flew  the  General’s  plane,  the  0-1. 

Lieut.  Wendell  Brookfey  flew  recently  to  Detroit,  where  he  reported  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Contest  Committee  of  the  National  Air  Tour,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  arrangements  for  his  participation  in  the  reliability  tour  which  start- 
ed from  the  Ford  airport  on  O.ct . 5th.  Lt . Brookloy.  served  as  the  Army  Repre- 
sentative on  this  tour,  flying  an  0-2H  airplane. 

Wright  Field,  Da"ton,  Ohio,  October  31st. 

The  first  dance  of  the  winter  season  was  held  for  employees  of  Wright 
Field  on  Oct.  27th  in  the  Auditorium.  About  250  persons  attended.  Special 
song  and  dance  novelty  entertainers,  broke  in  upon  the  dancing,  and  the  music 
was  voted  excellent.  Witches  riding  upon  brooms,  black  cats  and  skeletons 
attested  that  the  Hallowe’en  season  was  at  hand. 

Fifty  students  of  the  aeronautical  engineering  course  of  Purdue  University 
visited  the  Division  on  Oct.  28th  and  29th,  visiting  the  laboratories,  hangars, 
shops  and  the  Air  Depot  at  Fairfield.  G.W. Haskins,  former  Lieutenant,  Air 
Corps,  at  present  Professor  on  Aeronautical  Engineering  at  Purdue,  accompanied 
the  party. 

Development  of  high  temperature  cooling  systems  was  the  subject  of  an  il- 
lustrated lecture  given  on  Oct.  14th  at  the  Engineers  Club  by  G.W. Frank,  test 
engineer  of  the  Power  Plant  Branch,  who  for  several  years  has  been  active  in 
experimental  work  along  this  line. 

Capt.  E .G.Reinartz , flight  surgeon,  returned  to  the  Field  recently  - after 
a two-months’  leave  of  absence  spent  in  the  Northwest. 

Lieut.  C.H. Caldwell  and  A.W.Martenstein  returned  on  Oct.  20th  from  a 
twenty-days’  flight  to  California  during  which  time  they  visited  various  fields 
en  route,  investigating  the  supply  and  maintenance  problems  of  each.  The  fly- 
ers went  out  by  the  mail  route  by  way  of  Scott  Field,  Ft .Leavenworth,  Ft .Riley, 
Cheyenne,  Salt  Lake  City,  Reno  and  San  Francisco  and  returned  by  way  of  the 
Southern  route , stopping  at  Santa  Monica,  San  Diego,  Tucson,  San  Antonio,  Gal- 
veston, Little  Rock  and  thence  to  Dayton. 

Lt .Donald  S.  Burns,  C.E.,  formerly  stationed  at  Wright  Field  with  the 
Aerial  Phonographic  Unit,  returned  for  a several  weeks’  special  assignment. 

Capt.  Richard  E.  Coupland,  Ordnance  Dept.,  formerly  stationed  with  the 
Armament  Branch  of  Wright -Field,  returned  to  the  Field  recently  for- a week  of 
special  work... in  armament. 

T.E.  Tillinghast,  former  captain,  Air  Corps,  at  present  with  the  Pratt- 
Whitney  Corrroany  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  was  a recent  visitor  at  the  Field. 
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Rockwell  Field,  Coronado, Calif October  31st . 

Congressman  Melvin  J.  Maas,  of  Minnesota,  a member  of  the  Military  Affairs 
Committee,  House  of  Representatives,  who  is  on  an  official  inspection  tour  by 
air  of  Army  Air  Stations,  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field,  Oct.  30th,  in  an  02-K 
plane  piloted  by  Lieut.  Leland  S . Stranathan,  from  Crissy  Field,  and  while  here 
made  an  official  inspection  of  Rockwell  Field  and  the  Rockwell  Field  Air  Depot. 

Maj.  William  C.  Webb,  Jr.,  Dental  Corps,  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field,  Oct. 
28th,  on  temporary  duty,  for  purpose  of  administering  necessary  dental  treat- 
ment to  members  of  the  Rockwell  Field  command . 

Maj.  F.S .Parker,  Finance  Department,  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field,  Oct . 29th, 
for  purpose  of  auditing  property  accounts  at  this  station. 

The  Depot  Supply  Department  of  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot  handled  more  freight 
during  the  month  of  October  than  any  pervious  month  in  a number  of  years.  The 
Depot  Supply  just  completed  transferring  all  stock  records  from  the  old  style 
Q .M.  forms  to  the  now  machine  operating  record  system.  The  new  arrangement 
appears  to  be  a decided  improvement  over  the  old  system.  The  Moon-Hopkins  type 
bookkeeping  machines  have  been  installed  and  provide  a very  accurate  method  of 
recording  stock  transactions  in  property.  The  personnel  engaged  in  this  work 
are  enthusiastic  over  the  new  installation.  The  transfer  of  records  was  com- 
pleted in  approximately  four  months. 

Lieut.  E .M. Robb ins  returned  from  Letterman  General  Hospital  and  assumed 
his  duties  as  Station  Supply  Officer. 

Lieut.  John  K.  Nissley  availed  himself  of  a three-day  leave  of  absence 
for  purpose  of  visiting  his  parents  in  Pasadena. 

A number  of  officers  at  Rockwell  Field  availed  themselves  of  the  opnor tun- 
ity  of  attending  the  Stanford-U.S.C.  Football  game  held  at  Palo  Alto,  Oct .26th. 

The  officers  are  also  looking  forward  with  pleasure  to  the  game  between 
the  Army  and  Stanford  to  be  held  at  Palo  Alto,  December  28th. 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Arms'-,  Reserve  Corps,  National 
Guard  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 
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IN  DEFENSE  OF  ARMY  AIR  OFFICERS 


E.H.  Holterman,  Ca.pt.,  Air-Res. 


NOTE:  Captain  Holterman  has  had  tv/o  active  duty  periods  of  six  months  each  in 
the  past  two  years,  during  which  he  has  come  in  close  contact  with  the 
problems  and  the  point  of  view  of  the  Air  Corps  officers.  He  has  found 
that  they  gladly  help  Reserves  who  are  willing  to  be  helped. 

In  the  October  number  of  AERO  DIGEST  apueared  an  article,  "The  Embattled 
Air  Reserves",  by  C.B.  Allen.  It  was  "for  the  good  of  the  service"  in  the 
sense  that  it  forceably  pointed  out  the  shortage  of  planes  and  emphasized  in- 
adequate housing  facilities,  particularly  at  Mitchel  Field.  The  writer  of  this 
article,  knowing  the  conditions  at  that  Field  and  some  of. the  problems  of  the 
Army  Air  Corps  Officers  stationed  there,  can  not  agree  with  many  of  the  state- 
ments made  by  Mr.  Allen. 

In  the  first  place  the  Regular  Officers  are  not  trying  to  "get  rid  of  the 
Reserves".  ViThat  the  Air  Corps  is  attempting  to  do,  belatedly,  is  to  eliminate 
those  Reserves  who  do  not  keep  up  with  the  times  and  the  changing  conditions  in 
aviation.  Unfortunately  some  men  have  seemed  to  be  contented  to  bask  in  .their 
own  light  as  officers  in  the  Air  Corps  Reserve,  sitting  back  with  minimum  inr? 
terest  while  waiting  to  accept  automatic  promotion. 

Some  of  them  do  go  out  for  an  occasional  joy  ride  cr  attend  camp  for  two 
weeks  each  year.  Although  the  officers  at  Mitchel  Field  work  weeks  and  weeks 
preparing  an  interesting  course  of  instruction  intended  to  familiarize,  the  .Re- 
serves with  the  latest  developments  of  military  ;. aviation,  a course  that  allows 
the  Reserves  plenty  of  leeway  to  have  a good  time  out  of  it  too,  many  of  - thorn 
seem  to  regard  camp  only  as  an'  opportunity  for  a vacation  with  pay. 

The  'announcement  made  by  Major  William  Ord  Ryan  that  the  orders  were  to 
wash  out  all  Reserve  officers  not  qualified  as  Class  One  Pilots  was  followed 
by  his  statement  that  the  officers  of  Mitchel  Field  were  doing  everything  in 
their  power  to  make  each  man  attending  camp  a pilot  of  that  class.  To • the 
certain  knowledge  of  the  writer,  who  spent  two-  weeks  at  Mitchel  Field  in  August, 
1929,  where  he  had  many -practice  flights  "-on  his  own",  the  -personnel  did  its 
best  to  make  the  training  profitable  to  the  Reservists. 

'•That  ' the  equipment  was  inadequate  was  no  fault  of  the  officers  in  charge. 
Each  Reserve  who  attended  this  camp  at  that  time  was  qualified  on  Service  Type 
ships.  • 

Mitchel  Field  is  greatly  handicapped  by  the  demands  for  ships  to  be  sent 
away  on  various  assignments.  The  openings  of  airports  take  a heavy  toll.  There 
are  numerous  requests  for  planes  to  go  on  photographic  missions.  Observation 
ships  equipped  with  radio  and  tow  target  reels  are  dispatched  for  work  in  co- 
operation with  other  branches  of  the  Army  as  well  as  various  National  Guard 
units.  The  Field  must  send  ships  to  Boston  and  all  over  New  England.  It  sends 
them  in  the  opposite  direction  as  far  south  as  Virginia.  These  requisitions 
on  equipment  come  at  the  time  of  the  year  when  Reserves  of  all  branches  are  on 
active  duty.  Mitchel  Field  must  furnish  the  planes  to  work  with  them  because 
practically  the  only  observation  ships  in  the  .east  are  at  that  field.  The 
problem  of  keeping  all  ships  in  good  flying  condition,  under  these  circumstances, 
is  no  small  one  in  itself. 

If  one  studied  -the  board  showing  the  many  ships  detailed  away  from  the 
field  so  much  of  the  time  he  might  wonder  how  the  officers  in  charge  manage  to 
keep  any  service  ships  at  home,  not  only  for  the  Reservists,  but  for  their  own 
tactical  training.  Only  service  type  ships,  of  course,  are  practical  for  use 
on  most  of  these . missions. 
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The  Field  Operation^  Officer,  Capt.  Walker  Render,  is  certainly  the  one 
to  say  what  planes  are  to  "be  flown.  He  has  it  he  records  showing  which  shins 
are  available.  He  also  has  the  re-cords  of  the  Reserves,  which  disclose  their 
flying  status.  ' . J..’ 

It  is  true  that  service  type  ships  are  often  on  the  line.  With  so  many 
missions  to  "be  flown  these  ships  must  be  ready  to  take  off  at  a moment's  notice. 
They  are  merely  waiting  for  word  from  the  'Coast  Artillery  or  from  whomever  the 
mission  is  to  be  flown  for.  If  the  Operations  Officer  lets  these  ships  go  he 
would  be  called  to  account  for  not  having  them  ready.  Capt.  Bender  makes  every 
effort  to  supply  service  type  ships  to  Reserves  who  are  qualified  to  fly  them. 
Frequently  he  postpones  some  mission  'that  can  be  flown  later  so  that  the  Re- 
serve who  has  graveled  out  to  the  field  will  not  be  disappointed. 

The  statement  that  Liberty-powered  Falcons  are  wished  off  on  the  Reserves 
can  be  refuted  by  an  occurrence  of  last  August.  A mission  was  to  be  flown  for 
the  National  Guard  Anti-Aircraft  Camp  at  Rye  Beach, N.H.  A Liberty-powered  Fal- 
con was  sent.  Near  Concord,  N.H.,  a valve  let  go.  Another  Liberty-powered 
Falcon  was  dispatched  to  take  up  the  repair  parts.  This  is  only  one  of  many 
incidents  to  show  that  the  D-12  Falcons  are  not  kept  exclusively  for  the  Regu- 
lar Army  Officers.  These  Liberty-powered  Falcons  were  sent  purposely  so  that 
D-12's  would  be  left  for  the  use  of  the  Reserves. 

For  the  safety  of  the  public  the  Department  of  Commerce  issues  licenses 
for  pilots  flying  different  types  of  ships.  Each  pilot  must  demonstrate  to  an 
inspector  that  he  can  fly  the  type  of  ship  he  wishes  to  operate.  It  is  well 
known  that  a pilot  who  can  fly  expertly  a three-place,  light  commercial  ship, 
for  example,  shows  no  such  competence  when  given  for  the  first  time  a high- 
powered,  heavy  ship  such  as  the  Falcon.  Such  men  need  not, only  a check  ride 
but  usually  several  hours  of  instruction.  This  is  not  true  of  all  pilots,  of 
course,  but  the  number  is  surprisingly  large.  When  transferred  from  one  field 
to  another  a Regular  Army  Officer  is  given  a check  ride  before  he  is  allowed 
to  do  any  solo  flying,  even  though  everyone  may  already  know  his  reputation  as 
a capable  aviator. 

Since  the  Department  of  Commerce  requires  check  rides  and  often  further 
instruction  of  applicants  for  various  licenses  and  since  the  Air  Corps  requires 
check  rides  of  its  own  Regular  officers  when  transferred  to  another  field  it 
would  seem  that  a Reserve  officer  might  be  expecting- toco much  deference  if  he 
objected  to  a check  ride  himself,  even  though  he  might  have  been  flying  com- 
mercial planes. 

It  is  true  that  the  Reserves  were  required  to  sleep  in  tents  at  Mitchel 
Field  this  year,  and  that  several  of  the  squadrons  are  housed  in  new  brick 
buildings.  Nevertheless,  most  Reserve  Officers  would  rather  live  in  tents 
during  two  weeks  of  the  summer  than  in  the  hot,  odorous  rooms  of  the  disgrace- 
ful building  known  as  the  Officers  Club,  a building  in  which  the  bachelors  of 
the  Field  must  live,  getting  scant  consolation  in  the  thought  that  it  is  only 
the  Reserve  Officers  who  are  paid  commutation  of  quarters  according  to  rank- 
and  length  of  service.  The-  quarters  of  the  Regular  Officers  are  old,  war-time 
buildings  almost  rotted  away,  with  little  about  them  to  arouse  the  envy  of  a 
man  living  in  a tent. 

Complaints  against  smallpox  vaccination  and  typhoid  innoculation  was 
scarcely  well  taken.  The  fact  that  it  was  the  first  time  in  ten  years  the  Re- 
serve faced  this  unpleasant  experience  proved  its  necessity.  Immunization  does 
not  always  extend  indefinitely.  The  men  will  not  have  to  face  it  again  for 
some  time.  Furthermore,  without  having  had  to  pay  for  his  shots  in  the  arm  a 
man  is  protected  during  his  months  as  a civilian  as  well  as  during  his  two 
weeks  on  active  duty. 

Mr.  Allen  made  a good  point  when  he  suggested  that  a ship  or  two,  prefer- 
ably of  the  service  type,  should  be  kept  available  for  Reserve  flying  exclu- 
sively. But  the  shortage  of  ships,  already  pointed  out,  makes  the  carrying 
out  of  his  suggestion  impractical , at  the  present  time. 

If  the  Reserve  Officers  studied  more  closely  the  conditions  under  which 
the  Regular  Air  Corps  Officers  must  work  their  criticism  would  be  more  helpful* 
If  the  Reservists  want  more  ships  and  better  ones,  more  comfortable  quarters 
and  improved  general  conditions  they  must  remember  that  they  have  free  speech 
and  a voice  with  Congress;  more  influence  than  men  who  can  not  very  well  speak 
for  themselves.  Such  influence  might  do  much  to  remove  many  of  the  handicaps 
under  which  the  Regular  Air  Corps  Officers  work.  The  latter,  with  their 
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problems,  deserve  a more  sympathetic  understanding.  Bear  with  them  They 
have  their  troubles ' and  do  the  .best  they -can  for  Reserves  who  .are  really  in- 
terested in  keeping  abreast  of  military . aviation . 

0O0 

DESTRUCTIVE  FIRE  AT  LANGLEY  FIELD 

On  the  night  of  Friday,  October  18th,  the  Machine  Shop  Building  on  the 
west  side  of  the  hangar  of  the  19th  Airship  Combany,  Langley  Field,  Va.,was 
gutted  by  fire.  The  origin  of  the  fire  has  not  as  yet  been  determined,  but 
an  investigation  is  being  made  by  the  post  authorities. 

Included  in  the  fire  loss  were  17  balloons,  observation  and  spherical, 
together  with  the  equipment,  a number  of  airship  surfaces,  the  paint  shop  and 
the  blacksmith  and  tinsmith  shops.  The  total  financial  loss  will  probably 
exceed  $100,000. 

During  the  fire,  Mr.  Long,  Fire  Chief  at  the  Field,  was  overcome  by  fumes 
believed  to  have  come  from  the  paint  shop  and,  despite  the  efforts  of  the  post 
surgeons,  failed  to  revive  and  died  at  the  Post  Hospital.  Mr.  Long  has  been 
■the  Fire  Chief  at  Langley  Field  for  six  years,  and  in  that  capacity  has  render- 
ed most  valuable  service  to  the  Government.  He  was  well  known  and  well  liked, 
not  only  at  Langley  Field  but  throughout  the  Peninsula,  and  leaves  a host  of 
friends  to  mourn  his  untimely  death. 

oOo — — 

ARMY  PLANES  WELCOME  AT  PAN-AMERICAN  AIRWAYS  FIELDS 

The  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  has  received  assurances  from  the  President  of 
the  Pan-American  Airways,  122  East  42nd  Street,  New  York  City,  that  Army  planes 
are  always  welcome  at  any  Pan-American  Airways  fields. 

The  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  desires  to  point  out,  however,  to  all  Army 
personnel  that  unnecessary  use  of  the  field  at  Miami,  Florida,  subjects  this 
company  to  excessive  work,  as  it  is  the  point  of  entry  and  departure  for  all 
their  foreign-bound  planes;  therefore,  in  the  future,  Army  ships  casually  fly- 
ing in  that  vicinity  will  not  use  the  Miami  Airport  unless  necessary. 

oOo 

ACCIDENTS  TO  RESERVE  OFFICERS  AT  SELFRIDGE  FIELD  A RARE  OCCURRENCE 

The  News  Letter  Correspondent  points  out  that  the  percentage  of  accidents 
by  A.ir  Corps  Reserve  officers  flying  at  Selfridge  Field, Mt  .Clemens, Mich. , on 
inactive  status  is  remarkable  in  that  there  really  is  no  percent  at  all,  which, 
of  course,  speaks  volumes  for  these  pilots  who  keep  their  hand  in  this  great 
game  by  intermittent  visits  on  inactive  status  and  occasional  details  to 
fourteen-day  active  duty  periods. 

The  first  accident  in  many  months  by  a Reserve  officer  on  inactive  status 
at  Selfridge  Field  occurred  on  October  6th,  when  2nd  Lieut.  Daniel  B.  Burns, 
flying  an  0-2,  tried  to  land  about  ton  miles  from  Selfridge  Field  after  his 
engine  quit.  He  evidently  tried  .to  glide  a little  farther  than  the  ship  would 
go  and  took  part  of  the  fence  around  the  Gratiot  Airport  along  with  him.  Al- 
though he  escaped  with  nothing  more  than  a few  moments  of  "unrest" -the  plane 
had  to  be  hauled  back  to  Selfridge  and  was  later  shipped  to  the  Fairfield  Air 
Depot  fcr  overhaul. 

oOo 

CAPTAIN  HAROLD  GEORGE  LEAVES  KELLY  FIELD 

The  Air  Corps  Training  Center  Polo  Team  at  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
will  miss  Capt . Harold  H.  George,  who  has  been  ordered  to  the  Panama  Canal 
Zone  for  a three-year  tour  of  duty.. 

Since  1925,  Captain  George  has  been  the  faithful  wheel  horse;  the  man  who 
encouraged  the  new  arrivals  and  stepped  aside'  if  need  by  to  placate  the  temper- 
amental and  the  expert;  with  the  result  that  the  Kelly  Field  Polo  Team  has  been 
a serious  contender  in  every  event  in  the  Southwestern  circuit.  The  policy  of 
"Let  George  do  it"  generally  snells  ruin;  here  his  unselfish  efforts  meant 
further  success,  and  a suitably  engraved  silver  service  from  his  fellow  play- 
ers showed  that  solid  appreciation  was  not  lacking. 

Of  a retiring  nature,  even  his  closest  friends  will  be  surprised  to  learn 
that  he  is  listed  under  the  unofficial  title  of  "Ace",  with  five  enemy  planes 
brought  down  in  the  San  Mihiel  Offensive;  further,  that  he  holds  the  Distin- 
guished Service  Cross  for  gallantry  in  action. 

Lieut.  Demas  T.  Craw  succeeds  him  as  Captain  of  the  squad. 
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AH  IMPROVED-  -COdLIUG-  SYSTEM  FOR  i-IECRAJT.  ENGIHES 
Ret  A..  .JL^  .Jaeo.h* 

The  first  pursuit  airplane  built  to.  incorporate  the  high-tsmperature  liq- 
uid-cooling feature,  so  long  under  experimental  development  "by  the  Materiel 
Division  of  the  Air  Corps  at  Wright  .Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  was  recently  completed 
by  the  Curtiss  Company  and  flown  to  Wright  Field  by  Captain  Dale  Breene,  of  the 
Power  Plant  Branch,  for  flight  testing.  ' ; 

With  high-temperature  liquid  cooling,  water  is  eliminated  as  the  cooling 
medium,  ethylene  glycol  being. the  substitute  fluid  circulated  through  the  cool- 
ing system.  A chemical  containing  approximately  three  percent  of  water,  ethyl- 
ene glycol  has  a boiling  point  of  335  degrees  Fahr . as  against  212  degrees, 
which  is  the  boiling  point  of  water,. and  an  initial  freezing  point  of  zero  de- 
grees. This  liquid  is  in  the  form  of  slush,  between  0 and  -45  degrees  Fahr. 
and  does  not  freeze  solid  until  the  latter  temperature  is  reached.  The  saving 
in  weight  effected  by  the  change  is  so  great  that  the  performance  of  airplanes 
equipoed  with  this  cooling  system  promises  to  be  decidedly  superior,  especially 
as  regards  speed.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  amount  of  ethylene  glycol 
required  for  cooling  purposes  is  less  than  an  equally  adequate  amount  of  water 
and,  as  a result  of  the  small  amount  of  cooling  surface  required,  the  radiator 
is  considerably  reduced  in  size. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  Wright  Field,  Captain  Breene  expressed  himself  as  be- 
ing greatly  pleased  with  the  performance  of  the  plane,  a P-6,  and  its  motor, 
stating  that  the  maneuverability  and  climb  at  high  speed  had  heon  admirable  and 
that  preliminary  flight  runs  had  seemed  to  indicate. 'that  in  this  ship  the  Array 
had  acquired  the  fastest  pursuit  plane  it  had  yet  possessed.  This  plane  is  a 
development  of  the  P-1,  built  about  a Curtiss  V-1570  engine  - a 60-degree  nV", 
rated  about  600  horsepower  at  2400  rovoi.utions  per  minute. 

The  radiator,  which  is  about  35  percent  of  the  size  of  the  usual  water- 
circulation  types,  is  built  in  a tunnel  beneath  the  fuselage.  The  usual  auxil- 
iary fuel  tank  carried  under  the  fuselage  is  in  this  plane  a permanent  installa- 
tion. Placed  to  the  rear  of  the  radiator  and  oil  cooler,  and  covered  with  a 
carefully  faired  cowling  extending  from  the  engine  to  the  tail,  the  fuselage  is 
deeper  than  that  of  the  P-1,  the  body  lino  presenting  a cleaner,  more  ellipti- 
cal flying  surface . The  exhaust  stacks  arc  cut  short  to  reduce  drag,  and  the 
fittings  at  the  top  and  bottom  of  struts  and  brace  wires  have  individual  stream- 
line cowlings. 

The  fixed  gun  installations  are  moved  forward  just  to  the  rear  of  the  pro- 
peller, eliminating  the  necessity  for  blast  tubes  and  permitting  the  use  of 
shorter  imoulso  cables  for  the  synchronizer.  So  much  for  the  improvements  in 
the  airplane  structure. 

As  for  the  real  innovation,  the  new  cooling  system,  its  history  forms 
another  interesting  chapter  in  aviation  development.  A paper  by  G.W.  Frank,  of 
the  Wright  Field  Power  Plant  Branch,  presented  at  a meeting  of  the  Society  of 
Automotive  Engineers  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  gives  an  interesting  account  of  this. 
Dr.  A.H.  Gibson  experimented  with  high- temperature  cooled  cylinders  at  the  Royal 
Aircraft  Establishment  in  1916.  The  story  in  this  country  goes  back  to  1923  and 
McCook  Fiold,  where  an  investigation  of  heat  losses  in  a water-cooled  cylinder 
was  undertaken  to  study  the  possibility  of  reducing  tho  jacket  heat  rejection 
and  the  size  of  the  radiator.  High-temperature  cooling  with  ethylene  glycol 
was  suggested  by  Mr.  S.D.  Heron,  Research  Engineer  of  the  Power  Plant  Branch. 

A series  of  tests  upon  cylinders  was  started  wit 3?.  this  liquid.  Later  the 
tests  were  run  upon  a Liberty  engine.  Still  later,  in  February,  1924,  the 
engine  was  mounted  in  a TP-1  airplane  and  subjected  to  flight -testing.  ...The 
results  were  so  encouraging  that  experiments  were  started  on  a D-12  engine. 
Mounted  in  a P-1B  airplane,  flight  and  service  tests  were  performed  by  more 
than  50  pilots,  and  more  than  100  hours  were  flown  without  cooling  trouble. 

Uor  was  trouble  experienced  with  the  liquid  attacking  the  materials, of  the  en- 
gine or  cooling  system,  with  the  exception  of  the  rubber  hose  connections . 

This  problem  had  to  be  solved.  Ho  special  changes  had  to  be  mado  in' the  stan- 
dard radiator  construction  for  use  with  water,  except  that  it  was  reduced  in 
size.  At  last  the  new  method  of  cooling  was  considered  to  have  been  carried 
past  the  experimental  'stages  and  to  bo  reedy  for  production.  An  order  for  18 
pursuit  pianos,  incorporating  the  high-temperature  cooling  element,  was  placed 
with  the  Ourtiss  Company,  of  which  the  P-6  is  the  first  delivered. 
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Several  distinct  advantages  aro  gained  through  this  method  of  cooling. 
G-reatpr  fuel  oconomy  can  he  obtained  than  with  water  cooling.  At  a givon  cruis- 
ing radius,  a 10  per  cent  saving  in  fuel  can  be  accomplished.  This  means  that 
a plane  capable  of  traveling  500  miles  with  a given  amount  of  fuel  and  water 
cooling,  would  be  capable  of  550  miles  with  the  same  amount  of  fuel  and  ethyl- 
ene glycol  cooling. 

Because  only  35  per  cent  of  the  radiating  surface  required  for  water  cool- 
ing is  required  for  ethylene  glycol  cooling,  the  size  of  the  radiator  is  reduc- 
ed to  less  than  half.  A 65  per  cent  reduction  in  the  size  is  obtained  in  the 
P-6.  Thus,  a decided  saving  in  weight  is  accomplished. 

A second  saving  in  weight  lies  in  the  reduced  amount  of  high -temperature 
cooling  liquid  required  as  compared  to  water.  The  volume  of  the  liquid  is  30 
per  cent  less  than  that  of  the  water  required  for  the  same  engine.  In  the  D-12, 
this  netted  a saving  of  26.5  pounds  in  cooling  fluid  weight  alone. 

In  the  reduction  of  the  radiator  and  liquid  weights,  it  is  estimated  that 
100  pounds  of  dead  weight  are  removed  from  the  airplane.  For  military  airplanes 
this  means  an  increase  in  performance;  for  commercial  planes,  greater  pay  load. 

The  large  reduction  in  the  frontal  area  of  the  high-temperature  cooling 
radiator  reduces  largely  the  total  parasite  resistance  of  the  airplane*  Radia- 
tors have  heretofore  offered  15  per  cent  of  this  total  resistance.  The  new 
high-temperature  cooling  radiator  reduces  this  15  per  cent  to  4.5  per  cent. 

This,  together  with  the  radical  reduction  in  weight,  will  be  a definite  element 
in  the  increase  of  speeds  expected  of  the  P-6.  Flight  tests  over  the  speed 
course  are  eagerly  looked  forward  to  by  engineers. 

To  date  the  amounts. of  high-temperature  cooling  liquid  used  in  flight  and 
service  tests  have  been  sufficiently  ample  to  allow  high  safety  factors.  All 
tests  indicate,  however,  that  these  amounts  will  with  perfect  safety  be  grad- 
ually reduced,  effecting  further  increased  weight  saving.  With  the  now  cool- 
ing system  put  upon  a production  basis,  it  would  seem  that  the  Army  Air  Corps 
has  been  responsible  for  another  contribution  that  may  prove  of  wide  intrinsic 
value  to  aviation. 

oOo 

ANALYSIS  OF  AIRCRAFT  ACCIDENTS 

A recent  issue  of  the  News  Letter,  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Aeronautics, 
Navy  Department,  contained  an  article  on  the  above  subject,  in  which  is  out- 
lined the  results  of  a study  lately  completed  by  the  Navy  Department  of  all  ac- 
cidents occurring  in  Naval  aviation  during  the  past  eight  years,  with  the  idea 
of  learning  the  underlying  causes  of  the  crashes,  how  best  to  avoid  or  reduce 
repetitions.  Two  years  were  required  to  complete  the  report,  but  the  result, 
it  is  stated,  is  the  most  comprehensive  and  authoritative  analysis  that  has 
ever  been  prepared  on  this  subject,  either  in  this  country  or  abroad,  it  brings 
to  light  many  highly  interesting  facts  and  should  unquest ionably  mark  a step 
forward  in  the  crusade  for  increased  safety.  Coming,  as  it  does,  at  the  time 
when  the  National  Advisory  Committee  for  Aeronautics  is  engaged  in  its  study 
of  methods  of  reducing  accidents  in  the  military  and  civil  branches  of  avia- 
tion, the  report  would  evoke  great  interest  on  the  part  of  all  those  connected 
with  aeronautical  activities. 

The  article  goes  on  to  say  that,  "This  study  of  all  accidents  occurring 
in  Naval  Aviation  during  the  past  eight  years,  incontrovertiblv  shows- 

"That  the  predominant  responsibility  for  crashes  rests  on  the  pilot.  This 
indicates  two  things:  first,  that  manufacturers  must  continue  to  incorporate 
new  elements  of  safety  in  their  products  in  order  further  to  reduce  the  demands 
.made  upon  the  necessarily  fallible  human  element;  second,  it  shows  how  neces- 
sary it  is  that  pilots  be  selected  only  from  the  very  best  material,  and  that 
they  be  given  the  most  ca.reful  and  thorough  training.  That  careful  supervision 
be  exercised  over  inexperienced  pilots  is  of  paramount  necessity,  for  naval 
statistics  show  that  the  most  dangerous  period  for  the  flyer  is  at  about  his 
two  hundred  hour  mark.  It  is  at  this  time  that  he  starts  his  involved  maneu- 
vers; he  is  flushed  with  overdonfidence  which  fax  outweighs  his  experience,  and 
the  result  is  often  fatal. 

Other  interesting  facts  brought  out  in  the  analysis  are  shown  below.  .In 
this  study,  as  in  all  similar  work,  an  aviation  accident  is  defined  as  an  oc- 
currence which  takes  place  while  an  aircraft  is  being  operated  as  such,  and  as 
a result  of  which  a person  or  persons  are  injured  or  killed,  or  the  aircraft 
receives  appreciable  or  marked  damage  through  the  forces  of  external  contact 
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or  through  fire.  ' ' ,.«r 

(1)  While- the  pilot  is  responsible  for  less  than  one-half  the  non- 
injury  accident &,  he  is  responsible  for  three-fourths  of  the  fatal  ones.  This 
is  explained  by  tile  fact  that  an  accident  may  prove  unavoidable  but  the  good 
pilot  will  avoid  serious  consequences  through  his  greater  skill  and  ability. 

(2)  The  infrequent  flier  is  the  most  dangerous  pilot.  This  is  an 
unquestionable  fact,  of  course,  but  the  study  even  shows  that  if  a pilot  quad- 
ruples his  frequency  of  flying  ho  will  almost  halve  his  accident  hazard  even 
though  he  is  in  - the  air  four  times  as  touch. 

(3)  The  seasoned  flier  has  only  o no -third  as  many  accidents  as  the 
recent  graduate  from  a flying  school. 

(4)  The  past  records  of  pilots  who  eventually  have  a fatal  accident, 
killing  either  themselves  or  others,  show  that  they  had  almost  two  and  one- 
half  times  as  many  accidents  as  those  who  never  figured  in  such  catastrophes. 

(5)  The  underlying  causes  of  the  mistakes  that  pilots  make  indicate 
that  these  mistakes  too  often  result  from  a lack  of  appreciation  of  the  defi- 
nite limitations  to  which  they  must  hold  themselves. 

(6)  The  detailed  causes  of  accidents  are  as  follows: 

Errors  of  pilot 52 $ 

Power  plant  failures  .......  18$ 

Structural  failures.  .......  13$ 

Condition  of  airport  .......  9$ 

Weather . .............  2$ 

Supervising  personnel.  . 2$ 

Miscellaneous.  4$ 

(7)  The  detailed  causes  of  errors  of  pilots  are  as  follows: 

faulty  flying  technique 63$ 

faulty  judgment 19$ 

Carelessness  14$ 

Violation  of  safety  regulations.  . 4$ 

That  two -thirds  of  these  errors  come  under  the  heading  of  "faulty  Technique" 
is  further  proof  that  aircraft  still  requires  too  much  of  the  pilot  and  indi- 
cates the  necessity  of  still  further  improvement  in  this  regard. 

( 8 ) The  detailed  causes  of  power  plant  failures  are  as  follows: 

failures  of  the  fuel  system.  . . . 48$ 
fai lures  of  the  ignition  system.  . 13$ 
failures  of  the  lubrication  system  12$ 
failures  of  the  engine  structure  . 10$ 
failures  of  the  propeller.  ....  6$ 

All  other  causes  .........  11$ 

from  this  it  is  evident  that  the  design  of  aircraft  engine  fuel  systems  prom- 
ises greatest  improvement  in  engine  reliability.  Stopped  strainers,  broken 
gasoline  lines  and  failures  of  pumps  are  the  leading  causes.  Stopped  strainers 
usually  represent  doth  faulty  maintenance  and  faulty  design.  It  is  an  inter- 
esting fact  to  note  that  during  the  past  eight  years  Naval  Aviation  history 
shows  only  one  case  where  a fatal  accident  was  traceable  solely  to  engine  fail- 
ure. In  all  others  at  least  a portion  of  the  responsibility  developed  upon 
the  pilot . 

(9)  More  accidents  occur  on  Thursdays  than  on  any  other  day  of  the 
week.  No  satisfactory  explanation  can  be  given  for  this  fact,  further  study 
is' hqing  given  to  determine  the  exact  reason  therefor. 

(10)  Almost  one-half  of  the  fatal  accidents  which  occur  come  as  a 
result  of  the  dreaded  tail  spin.  Df  these  almost  all  (94$)  occur  without  en- 
gine failure  and  the  vast  majority  (80$)  from  an  altitude  of  200  feet  or  less 
where  insufficient  height  remains  for  a proper  recovery  from  this  condition. 

The  answer  in  military  aviation  where  high  maneuverability  is  essential  is  not 
immediately  apparent.  However,  it  would  appear  that  in  commercial  aviation, 
unhampered  hy  this  particular  requirement,  the  aircraft  of  the  future  must  be 
so  designed  that  it  can  not  be  spun.  When  this  is  done,  and  present  develop- 
ment indicates  its  possibility,  fatal  accidents  will  be  tremendously  reduced. 

(11)  The  safest  type  of  aircraft  which  the  Navy  has  is  the  training 
airplane;  while  the  fighting  plane  with  its  high  speed  and  required  use  of  com- 
plicated and  dangerous  missions  such  as  aerial  gunnery  and  tactical  work, 
stands  lowest. 
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(12)  During  the  period  covered  "by  this  study,  the  safety  of  Naval  Aviation 
has  improved  five  fold. 

As  a result  of  this  study,  ■ the  Navy  .Department  has  published  a comprehen- 
sive treatise  on  the  whole  subject  and  circularized  it  to-  every  Naval  Aviator. 
Further,  one  Naval'  Aviator  has  been  permanently  assigned -to  keep  accurate  rec- 
ords of  all  commands  and  the  individual  pilots  themselves.  It  will  be  this 
officer’s  duty  to  keep  all  of  those  concerned  with  the  administration  of  Naval 
aviation  constantly  informed  of  the  situation  as  regards  aviation  safety.” 

oOo — -■  - ..... 

' NAVY  APPRECIATES  AIR  CORPS , COOPERATION 

Expressing  appreciation  for  the  cooperation  extended  the  Navy  by  Army  Air 
Corps  personnel  in  connection . with  the  flight  of  VF  Squadron  One-B  from  San 
Diego.,  Cal, if . , to  the  Cleveland  Air  Races  ahd  return,  Commander  H.C.  Wick,  U.S. 
Navy,  addressed  the  following  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

”1.  It  is  recommended  that  commendatory  appreciation  of  the  services 
■and  courtesies  extended  to  this  squadron  by  units  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  be  con- 
veyed to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  appropriate  action. 

"2.  , The  above  services  were  rendered  during  the  extended  flight  of 
eighteen  (18)  Boeing  Fighters  (single  pla.ee)  of  VF  Squadron  Cne-B  and  three  (3) 
Sikorsky  Amphibians  of  the  Battle  Fleet  from  San  Diego  to  Cleveland  and  return. 

"3.  Without  exception,  the  activities  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  fields  were 
curtailed  or  entirely  suspended  in  order  to  give  the  Nayy  Department  the  most 
prompt,  efficient  and  cordial  co-operation  with  the  net  result  that  original 
time  schedule  was  maintained  throughout  the  trip. 

”4.  Specific  comment  on  the  various  Army  fields  involved  is  submitted: 

Municipal  Air  Port,  Tucson,  Arizona,  I9th-20th  August . 

The  Army  Air  Corps  Sergeant,  in  charge,  had  made  adequate  arrange- 
ments for  fueling  our  planes , He  worked  indef atigably  with  our  personnel  until 
all  planes  were  fueled,  checked  and  ready  for  flight  at  11:00  PM.,  19th  August, 
and  provided  food  at  the  field  for  enlisted  personnel.  He  was  on  the  field  at 
0430  the  next  morning  and  aided  greatly  in  getting  the  detachment  away  a half 
hour  before  sunrise.  The  early  start  at  Tucson  brought  the  Detachment  into 
Dallas  cne-half  hour  ahead  of  schedule. 

El  Paso,'  Texas,  20th- August . 

Officers  and  men  of  the  Signal  and  Air  Corps  were  present  at  the 
Municipal  Airport  when  the  Navy  Detachment  landed  for  gas  about  8:00  A.M.  The 
latest  weather  information  had  been  collected,  and  an  Air  Corps  rigger  put  a 
small  patch  on  a stabilizer  of  a plane  that  had  been  punctured  by  a small  stone, 
in  landing. 

-Love  Field,  Dallas,  Texas,  20th-21st  August . 

'The  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  Unit  at  Love  Field, 

Lt . Weddington,  assisted  by  Lt . C-lenn,  on  temporary  duty  from  Hat  Box  Field, 
left  nothing  undone  to  facilitate . the  fueling,  checking  and  guarding  of  the 
planes,  Lt . Weddington  had  taken  necessary  steps  to  arrange  for  the  comfortable 
housing  of  officers  and  men  for  the  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st  August, 
one  pilot  was  forced  to  land  with  a badly  scuffed  piston.  Emergency  repairs 
were  effected  and  the  plane  rejoined  the  Detachment  at  Scott  Field,  Belleville, 
111.,  the  next  day  without  delaying  the  schedule. 

Hat  Box  Field,  Muskogee,  Oklahoma,  21st  August . 

The  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Field,  Lt . Glenn,  .U.S.A.C.,  flew  up 
early  from  Love  Field  to  see  personally  that  the  Navy  Detachment  received 
prompt  and. efficient  service.  Very  fast  time  was  made  at  this  stop  and  the 
planes  were  quickly  en  route  for  Kansas  City.  Lt . Glenn  put  all  facilities 
available  at  the  disposal  of  the  plane  with  bad  cylinder  (Love  Field,  20  August). 
The  piston  was  changed  during  the  night,  and  the  plane  overhauled  the  main 
body  of  Detachment  at  Scott  Field,  the  following  day. 

Richard  Field, Kansas  City , Mo ., 21st -22d  August,  5th  Sept. 

Lt . Davies,  U.S.A.C.,  in  charge  of  the  Army  Corps  Unit,  provided 
every  facility  available  for  the  fueling  and  .guarding  of  the  Navy  planes.  Un- 
der his  supervision  the  entertainment  of  the  Naval  officers  by  the  Army  Air 
Corps  Reserve  Officers  Association  was  highly  successful  and  greatly  appre- 
ciated. 
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On  the  Yet-uXTn-..tr-ip  Jgjwvy  to  San 

Diego,  our  planes  arrived,  at  Kansas  Cit^-^borLt  8:00  A.M.,  September  5th  from 
Jefferson  City.,  Mo.  Lt . Davies  personally  saw  that  our  needs  were  met,  check- 
ed and  filed  necessary  ccmmuni cations  and  later,  took  care  of  all  reports  on 
the  Navy  Sikorsky  Amphibian  delayed  by  bad  -weather  which  was  later  diverted 
to  the  southern  route  . 

Scott  field,  Belleville ■,  IjLl August -4th  September  . 

Col.  Paegblow  and  C apt . Miller  were  responsible  for  extremely  good 
service  at  Scott  Field,  both  on  the  trip  East  and  on  the  return.  In  addition 
to  very  prompt  gassing  and  oiling,  the  weather  information  available  was  ex- 
ceedingly accurate  and  was  the  cause,  on  the  trip  West,  of  avoiding  very  dan- 
gerous flying  conditions  in  the  vicinity  of  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Fairfield  Air  Depot , Fairfield,  Chic , 22nd-25th  August. 

The  Co-operation  given  by  General  Foulois,  Ma.j  . H.H. Arnold,  in  com- 
mand at  the  field,  and  the  officers  and  men  was  of  the  highest  order.  Two  han- 
gars were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Navy  Detachment;  gas  and  towing  trucks 
made  available;  parachutes  repaired  and  many  small  engine  parts  issued.  The 
enlisted  men  were  made  welcome'  and  were  subsisted  and  housed  at  the  field.  In 
all,  the  Navy  Detachment  was  cordially  accepted  as  a temporary  integral  part 
of  the  organization  of  the  Depot,  and  the  stop  there  was  very  beneficial  to 
personnel  and  material. 

Lowry  Field,  Denver,  Colo.,  5th-9th  September. 

Acknowledgement  is  made  to  Maj . Bruce  Kistler,  Lt . Victor  Beau,  and 
Lt . Junk  for  the  splendid  Co-operation  and  cordial  relations  which  existed 
during  our  stay  at  Denver,  which  was- prolonged  by  bad  weather.  Nothing  was 
left  undone  to  provide  for  all  of  requirements  and  desires;  extra  meals  for 
the  enlisted  personnel,  transportation,  minor  repairs,  weather  test  flights, 
etc.,  were  accomplished  with  greatest  efficiency  and  enthusiasm.  The  enter- 
tainment of  the  officers  and  men  was  unparalleled  during  the  trip. 

”5.  It  is  a pleasure,  as  well  as  a duty,  to  record  the  above  concrete 
examples  of  the  fine  co-operative  spirit  accorded  to  this  Navy  Flying  Unit 
(Fighting  Squadron  Cne  of  the  Battle  Fleet)  by  the  Army  Air  Corps." 

In  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a copy  of  the  above 
communication,  the  Hon.  C.F.  Adams,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stated: 

"It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  I forward  herewith  a copy  of  a re- 
port from  the  Commanding  Officer  of  Fighting  Plane  Squadron  One,  Aircraft 
Squadrons,  Battle  Fleet,  on  the  assistance  rendered  that  squadron  by  units  of 
the  fumy  Air  Corps,  on  the  occasion  of  its  flight  to  and  from  the  National  Air 
Races  at  Cleveland. 

"The  Navy  Department  adds  its  appreciation  to  that  expressed  in  the  report, 
and  feels  that  the  services  rendered  are  truly  representative  of  the  fine 
spirit  and  efficiency  of  the  Air  Corps  in  general." 

oOo 

NEW  NAME  FOR  AUTOMATIC  PILOT 

With  the  announcement  of.  the  flying  Robot  that  recently  piloted  a plane 
from  Wright  Field  to  Bolling  Field, there  arose  the  necessity  of'  naming  the 
mechanism.  A name  to  be  one  that  would  be  readily  adopted  would  have  to  be 
one  that  described  the  thing  as-,  completely  as  possible  and  at  the  same  time 
had  the  snap  that  the  name,  "Metal  Mike"  (of  steamship  fame)  carries  with  it. 

Then  aerial  navigation  became  more  and  more  complete  and  popular  as  a 
study  the  term,  "Avigation",  was  coined  to  describe  this  science,  "Aerial  Navi- 
gation", being  too  long  and  cumbersome  a term  for  this  day  of  airplanes  and 
speed  records.  Finally  a word  was  wrought  that  fitted  the  "flying  Robot"  to 
a T.  It  was  a shortening  of  the  words  "Mechaniaal  Aviator",  and  the  result 
is  now  that  any  mechanism  used  for  automatic  control  of  an  airplane  is  to  be 
called  "Mecaviator" , not  "the  mecaviator",  but  "Mechaviator" , with  a capital 
M.  It  will  be  interesting  to  note  whether  this  word,  newly  coined  in  the 
Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps ,.  will  "click"  or  not. 

oOo 
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It  was  not  so  long  ago 
that  considerable  ado  was 
made  over  the  fact  that  the 
membership  of  the  Caterpil- 
lar Club  had  reached  the 
century  mark,  the  notable 
day  marking  that  event 
;ing  August  3,  1928, when 
Flying  Cadet  William  J. 

/ fA  v .>=  *'U;  ,-ii'Yr  Crosswell , Air  Corps , 

\ :'\7  / yyj  -a  Caterpillar  No . 100,  saved 

v j his  life  through  a para- 

WU&''  \ \ ’V.  chute  jump  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
when  the  controls  of  the  bombing 
plane  in  which  he  was  riding  .as 
an  observer  went  "hay  wire."  The 
unfortunate  pilot,  Flying  Cadet 
Dawson,  was  unable  to  regain  control  of 
the  ship  and  went  down  with  it  in  the 
crash.  His  parachute  was  found  to  be 
open  and  tangled  up  in  the  wreckage, 
and  it  was  assumed  that  he 
had  been  unable  to  free  him- 
self from  the  falling- plane 
or  else  that  he  pulled- the 
rip  cord  too  soon  to  permit 
the  parachute  to  function 
■ : 1 ' . properly. 

The  fact  that  the  100th  emergency  parachute  jump  was.  made  in  August , 1928, 
conveys  the  rather  startling  thought  that  within  the  space  of  fifteen  months 
the  membership  of  the  Caterpillar  Club  nearly  doubled  itself,  for  the  Club 
roster -at  this  writing  shows  186  names. 

It  seems  that  the  Caterpillar  Club  is  about  the  only  organization  In  exis- 
tence which  possesses  a status  that  is  as  unique  as  the  full  meaning  of  that 
term  can  apply.  No  one  wishes  it  any  particular  hard  but  at  the  same  time 
a keen  aversion  exists  against  its  expansion;  no  one  is  anxious  to  join  it  and 
yet  those  affiliated  with  this  mythical  organization  are  not  only  thankful  for 
it  to  the  highest  degree  but  proud  as  woll . . Membership  In  the  Caterpillar 

Club  is  perpetual  and  cannot  be  taken  away  during  the  life-time  of  the  indi- 
vidual. In  other  words,  once  a member  always  a member.  Initiation  In  the  Club 
Is  automatic  the  moment  a person's  life  Is  saved  through  the  medium  of  a para- 
chute jura]?.  • 

The  last  time  a resume  was  made  of  the  initiation  of  mbnibors.  in  the 
Caterpillar  Club  was  In  the  Nows  Letter  of  August  31st, 'when  the  score  was  given 
as  138  lives  saved  and  147  emergency  parachute  jumps  made,  nine  jumps  being 
repeaters,  four  credited  to  the  Big  Chief  Caterpillar,  Colonel  Charles  A. 
Lindbergh,  and  two  each  to  Major  James  But ledge , Captain  Frank  O’D.  Hunter, 

■ Lieut s.  James  T.  Hutchison,  Eugene  H.  Barksdale  (deceased),  Sergeant  Fred  P. 
Miller  and  A1  Wilson. 

It  is  by  no  moans  certain  that  the  membership  of  the  Cateroillar  Club  is 
correct , for  it  is  a difficult  matter  to  keep  an  accurate  chock  on  jumps  made 
by  civilian  flyers.  Military  flyers,  under  established  regulations,  arc  re- 
quired to  render  a renort  whenever  an  emergency  jump  is  made,  but  the  only 
sources  of  information  on  jumps  by  civilians  arc  the  newspapers  and  letters 
from  interested  parties.  The  Irving  Air  Chute  Company  has  aided  in  no  small 
degree  in  efforts  made  by  the  Air  Corps  Information  Division  to  keep  as  accu- 
ral e^ros  ter  of  the  Club  as  possible. 

In  checking  over  this  roster,  It  is  noted  that  95  emergency  parachute 
jumps  were  made  by  Amy  Air  Corps  personnel,  57  by  officers,  16  by  Flying  ..  - 

Cadets,  6 by  Reserve  Officers,  14  by  enlisted  men  and  two  by  civilian  employees; 
21  jumps  by  U.S.  Navy  personnel,  14  by  officers,  two  by  Reserve  officers  and 
5 by  enlisted  men;  6 jumps  by  U.S.  Marine  Corps  personnel,  3 by  officers  and  3 
by  enlisted  men;  9 jumps  by  National  Guard  Air  Service  personnel,  8 by  officers 
.and  one  by  an  enlisted  man;  and  55  jumps  by  civilian  flyers. 

Listed  by  years,  the  rapid  growth  in  membership  of  the  Caterpillar  Club 
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be  noted  by 
Year 

the  following  tabulation. 
Jumps 

- Tear 

Jumps 

1919 

2 

1925 

13 

1920 

1 

1926 

17 

1921 

0 

1927 

39 

1922 

2 

1928 

43 

1923 

0 

1929  to 

Nov. 16  68 

1924 

10 

Total 

195 

This  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  emergency  parachute  jumps  during  a 
span  of  eleven  years  furnishes  food  for  much  speculation  as  to  the  reasons  un- 
derlying same.  The  rise  in  11  Caterpillar  Club,  Common"  cannot  be  attributed  to 
poor  flying  equipment,  because  there  has  been  a constant  improvement  in  the  de- 
sign and  construction  of  airplanes  and  engines,  both  for  military  and  commercial 
purposes,  particularly  so  during  the  past  several  years. 

Nor  can  inferior  flying  ability  on  the  part  of  pilots  be  considered  the 
cause,  for  not  only  has  considerable  improvement  been  effected  in  the  standards 
of  flying  instruction  in  the  military  services,  but  commercial  flying  schools 
have  adopted  military  methods  of  flying  instruction  and  much  more  care  is  being 
exercised  in  the  training  of  student  pilots.  Furthermore,  the  Department  of 
Commerce  has  to  be  reckoned  with,  and  no  pilot  can  fly  commercial  aircraft  un- 
less he  possesses  a Federal  license,  to  obtain  which  he  must  demonstrate  his 
piloting  ability  to  the  satisfaction  of  Department  of  Commerce  officials.  Com- 
mercial aircraft  must  also  pass  certain  requirements  as  to  air  worthiness  and 
reliability  before  they  can  be  utilized  in  the  regular  course  of  business. 

It  would  seem,  then,  that  the  most  logical  reasons  making  for  the  growth  of 
the  Caterpillar  Club  are  these:  In  the  first  place,  accidents  cannot  be  entire- 
ly eliminated.  They  can  be  reduced,  it  is  true,  nevertheless  they  are  just 
bound  to  happen.  Structural  failure  in  aircraft  can  be  reduced  to  a minimum, 
but  the  human  element  - the  tendency  of  the  individual  to  err  in.. judgment  at  a 
critical  moment  - and  the  vagaries  of  Dame  Nature,  with  her  sudden  storms,  fogs, 
etc.,  are  matters  with  which  it  is  difficult  to  cope.  Accidents  in  aviation 
can  no  more  be  entirely  eliminated  than  can  accidents  in  other  modes  of  trans- 
portation, such  as  the  railroads,  automobiles,  steamships,  etc. 

There  is  no  denying  the  fact  that  during  the  past  few  years  flying  in  this 
country  has  increased  very  materially,  particularly  in  commercial  aviation,  and 
it  is  only  natural  to  expect  that  with  an  increase  in  flying  the  number  of  acci- 
dents are  bound  to  increase,  though  not  necessarily  proportionately.  Happily, 
much  wider  use  is  being  made  with  the  passing  years  of  the  parachute,  the 
aviators'  "ace-in-the-hole , " and  hence  we  have,  it  is  believed,  the  two  princi- 
pal causes  for  the  initiation  of  so  many  members  in  the  Caterpillar  Club,  viz: 
more  aviators  actively  engaged  in  flying  and  a more  extended  use  <5f  the  para- 
chute as  an  article  of  aeronautical  equipment. 

The  tabulation  given  below  bears  out  the  contention  with  respect  to  in- 
creased flying  in  commercial  aviation,  for  with  a month  yet  to  run  almost  three 
times  as  many  civilians  joined  the  Caterpillar  Club  this  year  than  during  1928. 


Year  1919  1920  1922  1924  1925  1926  1927  1928 


Army  Air  Corps : 

Officers 

Reserve  officers 
Enlisted  Men 
Flying  Cadets 
Civilian  Obs. 

U . S . Navy : 

Officers 

Reserve  officers 
Enlisted  Men 
U.S.  Marino  Corps: 
Officers 
Enlisted  Men 
National  Guard: 

Off  icors 
Enlisted  men 

Civilians  , 2 

Totals  : • 2 


1 


1 

1 


13  5 

2 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

2 2 1 

2 7 11 

13  38  42 


1929  Total 


16  57 

2 6 

4 14 

4 16 

2 

4 14 

2 

2 5 
3 

1 3 

3 8 

1 1 

29  55 

66  186 
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It  mast  not  "bo  assumed  that,  since  195  emergency  parachute  jumps  have  "been 
made  up  to  this  writing,  there  were  that  many  aircraft  accidents  connected  there- 
with. As  a matter  of  fact,  these  jumps  were  the  outcome  of  a total  of  168  ac- 
cidents, there  "being  one  occasion  where  four  occupants  of  one  plane  made  suc- 
cessful life-saving  jumps,  two  where  three  occupants  made  simultaneous  jumps  and 
twenty  where  double  jumps  we  re  made. 

0O0 

TRAVELING  AT  130  MILES  AN  HOUR  AND  GETTING  NOWHERE . 

A race  between  two  Army  airplanes  traveling  130  miles  an  hour  with  both 
planes  staying  in  the  same  spot  for  more  than  half  an  hour  was  a rather  unusual 
incident  recently,  the  participating  pilots  being  Lieuts.  I.  A.  Woodring  and 
W.R.  Casey,  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif. 

These  two  pilots  took  off  from  Rockwell  Field  for  a two-plane  formation 
flight  of  25,000  feet.  Both  planes  were  equipped  with  superchargers  and  oxygen 
tanks  for  flying  at  that  high  altitude  and  were  to  meet  over  the  field. 

Lieut.  Woodring  found  himself  over  Tijuana  Mexico,  when  the  required  alti- 
tude was  reached  and  headed  around  to  the  field.  Thirty  minutes  later  he  dis- 
covered he  was  still  over  Tijuana  bucking  a 130-mile  an  hour  head  wind. 

Lieut.  Casey  had  the  same  experience  over  Rockwell  Field  where  his  plane 
remained  motionless  in  spite  of  its  130  miles  an  hour  ground  speed.  Both  offi- 
cers descended  to  lower  altitudes  in  order  to  get  together  for  the  formation. 

oOo 

CAPTAIN  BLAIR  TRANSFERRED  TO  MARCH  FIELD,  CALIF. 

Captain  Shiras  A.  Blair,  who  for  the  past  two  years  served  with  the 
Materiel  Division  at  Wright  Field,  left  recently  for  March  Field,  Riverside, 
Calif.,  to  which  post  he  was  transferred.  Captain  Blair's  work  at  Vfright 
Field  was  largely  of  a special  character  and  included  some  extremely  important 
assignments,  among  them  the  writing  of  a series  of  pamphlets  Which  direct  the 
handling  of  all  Air  Corps  supplies  in  time  of  war. 

His  aviation  experience  dating  from  the  early  stages  of  the  game,  Captain 
Blair  started  flying  training  in  1914  under  Lawrence  Sperry,  and  from  that 
year  until  1917  he  was  a paid  aeronautical  engineer  and  pilot  with  the  Speriy 
Company.  He  had  specialized  in  electrical  engineering  at  the  University  of 
Alabama.  With  Lawrence  Sperry,  he  made  the  first  aerial  torpedo  experiments 
in  1915.  He  also  assosted  Sperry  in  the  development  of  a gyroscopic  stabiliz- 
er. In  testing  this  equipment  it  was  his  practice  to  get  out  of  the  cockpit 
and  stand  on  the  wing  of  the  open  plane  to  demonstrate  the  ability  of  the 
automatic  stabilizer  to  keep  the  plane  in  level  flying  position  without  the 
aid  of  a pilot  in  the  cockpit.  These  were  inadvertently  also  among  the  very 
earliest  demonstrations  of  wing  walking,  though  not  performed  for  stunt  pur- 
poses. 

Since  entering  the  Army  in  1917,  Captain  Blair  served  at  Self ridge,  Post, 
Scott,  Eberts,  Fairfield  and  Wright  Fields.  He  also  has  to  his  credit  foreign 
duty  in  the  Philippines,  where  he  served  for  two  years  as  Supply  Officer  and 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  66th  Service  Squadron.  He  has  proved  a valuable 
officer  at  Wright  Field  and  will  bo  greatly  missed.  He  and  his  family  started 
for  Sunny  California  by  automobile. 

oOo 

WORLD  FLIGHT  LEADER  AWARDED  DISTINGUISHED  FLYING  CROSS 

In  the  auditorium  at  Wright  Field,  Layton,  Ohio,  on  November  4th,  Captain 
Lowell  H.  Smith,  Air  Corps,  received  at  the  hands  of  Brigadier- General  Benjamin 
D.  Foulois  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross,  which  was  awarded  for  the  pioneer 
work  performed  by  him  and  Lieut.  J.  P.  Richter  in  1923  in  refueling  airplanes 
while  in  flight.  Lieut.  Richter  was  presented  with  his  decoration  for  this 
service  some  months  ago.  The  usual  simple  military  ceremony  prevailed,  offi- 
cers and  employees  of  the  Materiel  Division  having  congregated  to  pay  honor 
to  the  flyer.  The  citation  was  read  by  General  Foulois. 

Captain  Smith  also  holds  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal  for  his  partici- 
pation in  the  Round- the-Wo rid  Flight  made  in  1924. 
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Indiana  natjomi<-^iard  airmen  stage  eigholiemqhstratioes 

Aiding  in  the  ce  lehr  at  inn  _ of  Te^h  ten'  (ini  den  - Jubilee  at  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
the  113th  Observation  Squadron,  J>8th_Division,  Indiana  National  Guard,  placed 
a three-ship  formation  of  Douglas  02—H  planes  in  the  air  on  the  nights  of 
October  18th  and  19th. 

The  ships  of  the  Squadron,  piloted  by  Lieut s.  Matt  G.  Carpenter,  Cecil  F. 
Reynolds  and  Paul  A.  Zartman,  took  off  in  formation  each  evening  at  eight-fif- 
teen and  flew  over  the  business  section  of  Indianapolis  at  an  altitude  of  3,000 
feet.  An  anti-aircraft  searchlight,  obtained  from  5th  Corps  Area  Headquarters, 
was  placed  on  the  World  War  Memorial  Plaza  and  "spotted"  the  planes.  The  ships 
flew  in  close  formation  and  the  ground  crew  followed  them  with  the  searchlight, 
keeping  all  three  -ships  in  the  beam  as  the  formation  circled  over  the  Plaza, 
breaking  formation  directly  over  the  celebration  by  turning  on  their  landing 
lights.  The  leading  ship  flew  straight  ahead  and  the  other  two  ships  executed 
a wing-over  to  the  outside  of  the  formation.  All  three  ships  then  turned  off 
landing  lights  and  returned  to  the  airport.  The  formation  lasted  about  an  hour. 

The  anti-aircraft  searchlight  unit  was  operated  by  personnel  of  the  53d 
Coast  Artillery,  Anti-aircraft,  a Reserve  unit  in  Indianapolis,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Bowman  Elder. 

A fourth  ship,  an  0-17,  carrying  a large  electric  sign  on  the  under  side 
of  the  wing,  reading  "E  D I S 0 N" , was  flown  over  Indianapolis  prior  to  the 
three-ship  formation.  This  ship,  piloted  by  Lieut.  Raymond  J.  Barbin,  stimu- 
lated a great  deal  of  interest  in  the  Lights  Golden  Jubilee  Celebration. 

Press  comment  on  the  night  formation  flying,  the  EDISON  ship  and  the  use 
of  the  anti-aircraft  searchlight  was  very  favorable.  Then,  too,  the  113th 
Observation  Squadron  went  on  the  air  over  Radio  Station  WFMB  each  evening  be- 
tween six  and  six-thirty;  and  on  Saturday,  Major  R.F.  Taylor,  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  Squadron,  was  the  chief  speaker  and  talked  to  an  interested  public, 
telling  them  of  the  work  and  plans  of  the  113th  Observation  Squadron,  Indiana 
National  Guard. 


Now  that  the  Indiana  National  Guard  airmen  have  accepted  the  invitation 
extended  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Lews  Letter  to  all  Air  Corps  National  Guard 
organizations  to  submit  news  items  of  their  activities  for  publication,  it  is 
hoped  that  other  organizations  will  follow  suit. 

News  items  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Information  Division  of  the  Air 
Corps  on  the  1st  aid  15th  of  each  month. 

oOo 

WESTERN  MICHIGAN  PHOTOGRAPHED  FROM  THE  AIR 

After  four  months'  work,  the  greater  part  of  which  time  was  spent  in  vig- 
ilance for  absolutely  clear  days,  aerial  photographs  covering  2200  square  miles 
of  the  West  Coast  of  the  Southern  Peninsula  of  Michigan  were  just  completed  by 
an  Army  Air  Corps  expedition.  The  territory  photographed  included  the  counties 
of  Muskegon,  Oceana,  Mason  and  part  of  Lake  County. 

The  above  project  was  accomplished  at  the  request  of  the  U.S.  Geological 
Survey,  and  the  total  of  3300  photographs  taken  will  be  used  separately  by  this 
Governmental  Bureau  in  making  maps  of  the  area  mentioned. 

The  photographic  expedition  consisted  of  Lieut.  Willis  R.  Taylor,  command- 
ing the  21st  Photo  Section  at  Scott  Field,  111.,  pilot,  Pvt.  Glarence  Oster, 
photographer,  and  Cpl . Joseph  C.  McCullough,  mechanic.  Pvt.  Oster  was  subse- 
quently replaced  by  Mr.  Sgt . Nico  G.  Loupos. 

Lieut.  Taylor  took  off  to  start  work  on  the  photographic  project  on  July 
1st,  piloting  a Loening  Amphibian  in  which  an  Air  Corps  aerial  camera,  type 
K-3^  was  installed.  His  first  base  was  at  Muskegon,  and  he  established  new 
bases  as  the  work  progressed.  The  work  of  photographing  the  2200  square  miles 
was  accomplished  in  20  working  days,  totalling  78  flying  hours. 

During  the  four  months  there  were  only  22  clear  days.  Illness  of  the  lead- 
er made  possible  the  use  of  only' 20  of  these  clear  days,  however.  On  several 
occasions,  clouds  rolled  in  after  he  had  attained  the  required  altitude,  neces- 
sitating the  abandonment  of  work  for  the  day. 

The  Amphibian  0A1-C  plane  was  later  replaced  by  a Douglas  02-H  Observation 
plane.  The  average  altitude  flown  during  the  project  was  11,500  feet. 
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Calculating  the . cost  .of  the*. .ope ration.,  of  the ^ plane  during  the  photographic 
work  and  in  preparation  therefor  at  the  rate  of  $90.35  per  hour,  and  including 
the  personal  expenses  of  the  members  of  -the  -expedition  and  the  cost  of  the 
photographic  material,  the  cost  of  the  mission  was  $13,864.84  or  about  $6.30 
per  square  mile.  This  included  six  prints  each  of  the  negatives  exposed. 

Air  Corps  officers  who  have  flown  over  parts  of  the  area,  photographed  and 
who  are  familiar  with  this  type  of  country  estimated  that  the  cost  of  $6.30  per 
square  mile  for  aerial  photography  was  considerably  less  than  that  required  to 
feed  one  man  alone  during  the  ground  mapping  of  a square  mile  of  some  of  the 
territory. 

• oOo — *- 

A PEW  PURSUIT  SHIP  POP  THE  AIR  CORPS 

The  Curtiss  Plying  Service,  New  York  City,  recently  issued  a press  release 
describing  the  P-6  "Hawk",  latest  type  of  Army  Pursuit  plane,  equipped  with  a 
Pre stone-cooled  "Conqueror"  engine,  reading  as  follows: 

"High  speed  and  performance  figures  which  will  enable  the  United  States 
Army  Air  Corps  to  bid  successfully  against  the  best  air  services  of  the  world 
for  supremacy  in  Pursuit  aircraft  have  been  established  by  the  Curtiss  P-6  Hawk, 
a new  plane  recently  completed  for  and  delivered  to  the  Army  by  the  Curtiss 
Aeroplane  and  Motor  Company. 

The  P-6  is  a development  of  the  Hawk  Pursuit  planes  previously  used  by 
the  U.S.  Army,  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  tapered  Hawk  biplane  wings,  which 
are  practically  the  same,  it  has  entirely  new  characteristics.  Superior  perform- 
ance has  been  obtained  by  the  use  of  a Curtiss  Conqueror  engine,  developed 
from  the  Curtiss  D-12  power  plant,  which  in  earlier  Hawks  established  an  en- 
viable record  for  performance  and  reliability. 

Extensive  reductions  in  weight  and  head  resistance  have  been  obtained  by 
the  use  of  Prestone  chemical  liquid  cooling,  developed  by  the  Engineering  Sec- 
tion of  the  U.S.  Army  Air  Corps  at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio.  AH  Conqueror 
engines  are  equipped  to  use  Pre stone,  and  the  only  engines  to  be  so  equipped. 

The  successful  employment  of  Prestone  has  brought  the  weight  of  liquid-cooled 
engines  down  to  that  of  air  cooled  power  plants  without  sacrificing  the  advan- 
tages of  liquid  cooling. 

Because  of  the  small  amount  of  Pre stone  required,  in  comparison  to  water, 
to  cool  the  engine,  the  combined  weight  of  liquid  and  radiator  carried  by  the 
P-6  Hawk  is  12.5  pounds  less  than  that  carried  by  earlier  Hawks.  The  frontal 
area  of  the  plane,  due  to  smaller  radiator  surfaces,  is  reduced  by  forty  per 
cent . 

The  new  P-6  Hawk  has  a high  speed  of  181  miles  per  hour,  almost  25  miles 
per  hour  more  than  its  predecessors,  and  a cruising  speed  of  145  miles  per 
hour.  Its  stalling  speed  is  61.3  miles  per  hour,  and  it  can  climb  at  the  rate 
of  2170  feet  per  minute.  The  P-6  can  climb  14,400  feet  in  ten  minutes,  and 
has  an  absolute  ceiling  of  24,400  feet. 

The  fuselage  designed  and  constructed  for  the  P-6  Hawk  represents  a rad- 
ical advance  over  the  former  Hawk.  Chrome -molybdenum  steel  has  been  substitut- 
ed for  carbon  steel  in  the  framework,  effecting  a considerable  reduction  in 
weight,  and  the  fuselage  is  fully  faired  and  streamlined  to  increase  the  speed 
and  efficiency  of  the  plane.  'The  single  cockpit  has  been  made  roomier,  and, 
among  other  changes,  the  gasoline  tank  has  been  moved  to  provide  more  leg  room 
for  the  pilot.  Another  feature  of  the  P-6  is  a new  oleo  landing  gear. 

The  Conqueror  engine,  used  not  only  on  the  P-6  but  also  on  the  Curtiss 
Condor  18-passenger,  twin-engined  transport  and  the  Curtiss  Carrier  Pigeon  II, 
new  high  speed  mail  plane,  which  has  carried  a load  of  2,000  pounds  at  the  rate 
of  151  miles  per  hour,  is  of  the  TEE  type  and. has  twelve  cylinders.  It  develops 
600  horsepower  at  2400  revolutions  per  minute.  The  engine  has  a normal  compres- 
sion ratio,  and  uses  domestic  aviation  gasoline,  consuming  310  pounds  of  fuel 
and  nine  pounds  of  lubricating  oil  per  hour  with  the  throttle  wide  open.  The 
main  gasoline  tank  holds  fifty  gallons,  and  the  oil  tank  holds  four  gallons, 
giving  the  plane  a cruising  range  at  full  throttle  of  176  miles.  At  cruising 
speed,  the  range  is  increased  to  272  miles.  Fifty  additional  gallons  of  fuel 
may  be  carried  in  an  auxiliary  tank. 

The  weight  of  the  P-6,  empty,  is  2430  pounds,  and  its  gross  weight,  load- 
ed, is  3154  pounds.  The  difference  of  724  pounds,  comprising  the  useful  load, 
is  composed  of  the  following  items:  Crew,  220  pounds;  fuel  and  oil,  330  pounds 
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("based  on  50  gallons  of  gasoline^)  ^ P^nipmimi^^S7^<mri)ds-,  and. .armament , 167 
pounds . 

UHARACTERIST  ICS 

Type  of  Plane 
Use 


Wing  Loading(Lbs ./Sq -Ft .) 

Power  Loading  (Lbs./H.P.) 

Aerofoil  Section 

Load  Factor 

Length,  Overall 

Height,  Overall 

Span,  Overall 

Chord,  Upper  (in) 

Chord,  Lower  (in) 

Cap  (in) 

Stagger  at  Leading  Edge (in) 
Incidence,  Upper  (deg.) 
Incidence,  Upper  (deg.) 

Dihedral,  Up'.*er  (deg.) 

Dihedral,  Lower  (deg.) 

Wing  Area  (Including  Ailerons 
Aileron  Area  (Total  Sq.  Ft.) 
Horizontal  Tail  (sq.  ft.) 
Vertical  Tail  (sq.  ft.) 

Elevators  (Total  sq.  ft.) 

Rudder  (Total  sq.  ft.) 

Engine 

Horsepower  (at  2400  R.P.M.) 

Fuel  Consumption  (Full  throttle) 
Oil  Consumption  (Eull  throttle) 
Fuel  Consumption  (Cruising) 

Fuel  Capacity  (U.S.  Cals.) 

Oil  Capacity  (U.S.  Cals.) 
Propeller 
Propeller  Diameter 
Propeller  Pitch 
Cooling  System  Type 
Weight  (empty) 

Useful  Load 
Crew 

Fuel  & Oil  (Formal) 

Equipment 
Armament 
Cross  Weight 


PERFORM  A'-N  C E 


High  Speed  (m.p.h.) 

Stalling  Speed  (m.p.h.)  i: 

Cruising  Speed  (m.p.h.) 

Rate  of  Climb  (ft. /min.) 

Endurance,  (Full  throttle)  (hrs.) 

E ndur ahc e , Crui sing  (hrs.) 

Range,  Pull  throttle  (miles) 

Range,  Cruising 
Service-  Ceiling (feet) 

Absolute  Ceiling  (feet) 

Climb  in  10  minutes  (feet) 

oOo- 


Biplane  Landplane 
Pursuit 
12.52 
5 .25 

Clark  "Y”  Tapered 
12 

23  ft . 1 in . 

8 ft.  9 in. 

31  ft.  6 in. 

62.6  (Geometric  Mean) 

49.4  (Geometric  Mean) 
53-5/16 

38-1/2 

-2 

-2 

0 

1-1/2 

252  sq.  ft. 

13.3 

32.9 

15.5 

14.8 

10.8 

7-1570  (Conqueror) 

600 

310  lbs. /hr. 

9 lbs. /hr. 

160  lbs. /hr. 

50  Formal  plus  50  Auxiliary 
4 

Air  Corps  Design  #0153689 
8 f t . 9 in . 

Approx.  14.5  deg. 

Pre stone 
2430  -lbs. 

724  lbs. 

200  lbs. 

330  lbs. 

27  lbs. 

167  lbs. 

3154  lbs . 

181 

61.3 

145 

2170 

.97 

1.87 

176 

272 

23200 

24400 

14400  " • •-  .. 


SUCCESSFUL  RADIO  DEMONSTRATION  AT  CHANUTS  FIELD 

An  excellent  demonstration  of  what  can  be  accomplished  with  the  present 
type  of  radio  equipment  employed  by  the  Air  Corps  was  given  recently  by  Lieuts. 
R.O.S.Akre  and  L.M.  Bawsel,  student  officers  taking  the  Communications  Course 
at  the  Air  Corns  Technical  School,  Chanute  Field,  111.  On  a .cross-country 
flight  from  that  field  to  Decorah,  Iowa,  a distance  .of  275  miles,  they  kept  in 
continuous  two-^ay-  radio  communication  with  the  Communications  Department  groun 
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radio  station,  croerated  ..Jlir  U**dnahic  1st  Class,  Lawrence  Bui ling - 

ton,  Air  Mechanic,  1st  Class,  Air  Corps  Technical  School  Detachment,  for  2 hours 
and  45  minutes. 

The  school  airplane,  a Douglas  02-C,  was  equipped  with  the  radio  trans- 
mitting and  receiving  set,  Type  SCR-134,  and  transmission  was  on  tone  telegraph 
at  a frequency  of  500  kilocycles.  The  ground  (school)  radio  station,  using  tone 
telegrauh  also,  sent  on  a frequency  of  350  kilocycles. 

During  the  flight  the  Chanute  Field  ground  station  frequently  heard  Lieut. 
Akre,  pilot,  and  Lieut.  Bawsel,  observer,  talking  to  each  other  over  the  inter- 
phone system  installed  in  the  airplane,  and  at  a distance  of  about  200  miles 
a two-way  telephone  conversation  was  held  "between  the  airplane  and  ground 
station  with  excellent  results. 

Several  days  previous  to  the  above  demonstration,  two-way  communication 
was  maintained  continuously  with  the  airship  TC-11-27,  while  it  was  flying  be- 
tween Scott  Field,  111.,  and  Chanute  Field,'  111.,  and  return.  The  airship 
maintained  contact  with  both  of  these  fields  throughout  the  flight  by  alternate- 
ly communicating  with  each  one-,'  with  the  result  that  the  airship  was  kept  in- 
formed of  weather  conditions  at  both  fields  and  the  personnel  thereat  knew  the 
exact  locations,  altitude,  speed,  etc.,  of  the  airship  at  all  times. 

oQo 

DUTCH  AIR  OFFICER  PRAISES  AIR  CORPS 

Flight-Lieutenant  H.G.B.  de  Kruyff  van  Dorssen,  Dutch  Air  Force,  Dutch 
East  Indies,  who  recently  completed  a tour  of  Air  Corps  fields  and  stations 
in  the  United  States,  addressed  the  following  communication  to  Major-General 
James  E.  Fechet,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps: 

"I  want  to  thank  you  and  the  officers  of  your  command  for  the  help  and 
painstaking  assistance  rendered  me  during  my  recent  visit  to  your  country. 

11 1 believe  your  Air  Corps  is  as  good  as  I have  ever  seen.  I have  visited 
many  foreign  Air  Forces. 

"Please  remember  me  to  your  officers  and  convey  to  them  my  sincere  appre- 
ciation for. their  generous  assistance  to  me  while  there. 

"Hoping  that  I may  be  able  to  repay  the ■ hospitality  and  courtesy  extended 
to  me  while  a visitor  at  the  U.S.A.,  I am 

Sincerely  yours, 

H.G.B.  de  Kruyff  van  Dorssen." 

o0o: — - 

GENERAL  KING  INSPECTS  AIR  CORPS  STATIONS 

Plying  in  an  Army  Air  Corps  Eord  C-9  Transport,  Brigadier -General  Edward 
L.  King,  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  just  completed  a tour  of  inspection  which 
carried  him  as  far  as  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  through  17  States  on  his  flying 
circuit. 

Accompanied  by  Major  John  Brooks,  A.  C.  (General  Staff,  G~3)-.  and  Captains 
Willis  Hale  and  William  J.  Elood,  from  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps, 
General  King  left  Bolling  Field,  November  3th  on  the  first  leg  of  the  trip  to 
Pope  Field,  Ft.  Bragg,  N.C.,  Major  Brooks  and  Captain  Hale  alternating  as 
pilots.  The  itenerary  from  there  was  as  follows: 

Pope  Field  to  Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery,  Ala.;  to  Tallulah,  La.;  to  Barks- 
dale Field,  Shreveport,  La.,  new  site  of  the  3rd  Attack  Group;  to  Ft.  Crockett, 
Galveston,  Texas;  to  Brooks  Field,  Kelly  Field  ail'd  Randolph  Field,  San  Antonio, 
Texas;  to  Hat  Box  Field,  Muskogee,  Okla. ; to  Post  Field,  Ft.  Sill,  Okla.;  to 
Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111.;  to  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio;  to  Burgess  Field, 
Uniontown,  Pa.,  and -back  to  Bolling  Field. 

The  specific  purpose  of  the  trip  was  to  acquaint  General  King,  newly  ap- 
pointed to  the  post  he  now  holds,  with  a greater  part  of  the  Air  Corps  activi- 
ties in  the  country  in  a minimum  of  time. 

While  at  Pope  Field,  Ft.  Bragg,  N.C.,  General  King  participated  in  the  an- 
nual training  program  to  the  extent  of  actually  flying  in  an  Observation  type 
airplane  in  which  the  pilot  dropped  bombs  for  record  and  used  front  machine 
gun  cn  ground  targets  for  record. 

At  Galveston,  Texas,  General  King,  despite  the  cold  and  rainy  weather, 
participated  in  various  attack  formations,  riding  with  the  leader  of  No.  1 
Flight.  During  his  visit  to  the  Primary  Flying  School  at  Brooks  Field,  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  the  General  took  one-half  hour  instruction  in  a training  type 
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of  airplane,  being  given  the  same  instruction  as  that  given  at  the  beginning 
of  a flying  course.  While  no  official  report  was  made  of  his  aptitude  as  a 
student,  it  is  thought  his  air  activity  was  satisfactory  to  his  instructor. 

General  King  expressed  himself  as  well  pleased  with  the  results  of  his 
inspection  and  the  manner  of  his  traveling. 

Lighter -than-air  activities  at  Ft.  Sill  were  especially  commented  on. 
Colonel  Tyner,  acting  in  command  of  the  Artillery  post  there,  expressed  him- 
self as  being  very  desirous  of  obtaining  another  balloon  there  for  the  use  of 
the  1st  Balloon  Company,  which  is  stationed  there,  for  the  purpose  of  furnish- 
ing aerial  observation  of  artillery  shooting  at  the  Artillery  School. 

Praising  the  internal  administration  of  the  1st  Balloon  Company  in  un- 
stinted terms.  Colonel  Tyner  stated  that  another  balloon  assigned  to  this 
Company,  with  perhaps  40  additional  men  to  cate  for  it,  would  give  the  oppor- 
tunity of  using  two  ranges  at  the  same  time,  with  observation  on  both  ranges. 

This  matter  and  that  also  of  furnishing  a balloon  company  to  the  Artillery 
command  at  Ft.  Bragg  is  already  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Air  Corps. 

-oOo 

13TH  ATTACK  SQUADRON  ORGANIZED 

The  Third  Attack  Group,  Ft.  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas,  was  recently  en- 
larged by  the  addition  of  another  squadron,  the  13th  Attack,  the  personnel  of 
which  coming  from  the  58th  Service  Squadron  from  Langley  Field,  Va.,This  squad- 
ron, under  the  command  of  Capt . James  F.  Doherty,  arrived  at  Ft.  Crockett  on 
November  17th  by  special  train  from  Langley  Field,  and  was  then  given  its  new 
designation. 

The  13th  Attack  Squadron  has  been  placed  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  G.A. 
McHenry,  who  until  his  new  assignment  held  the  office  of  Adjutant  of  the  3rd 
Attack  Group.  Capt . Doherty  has  been  appointed  Adjutant  of  Ft.  Crockett  and 
the  3rd  Attack  Group  and  has  already  assumed  his  duties.  He  also  holds  the 
assignment  of  Publicity  Officer. 

The  roster  of  officers  of  the  13th  Attack  Squadron  is  as  follows:  1st 
Lieut.  George  A.  McHenry,  2nd  Lieuts.  W.W.  Gross,  Richard  H.  Lee,  George  ¥. 
Mundy,  Robert  C.  Taylor,  Thomas  L.  Moseley,  John  L.  Nedwed,  Leslie  0.  Peterson, 
Ross  N.  Huguet,.  Air  Corps,  and  2nd  Lieuts.  Karl  H.  Kalberer,  William  M.  Prince, 
.Philo  G.  Meisenholder  and  Hernan  C.  West,  Air  Corps  Reserve. 

oOo 

MUSIC  WILL  FILL  THE  AIR  AT  FORT  CROCKETT 

The  3rd  Attack  Group  Band,  formerly  the  15th  Field  Artillery  Band  of  Ft. 
Sam  Houston,  Texas,  arrived  at  Galveston  on  November  6th.  This  musical  organ- 
ization, under  the  direction  of  Warrant  Officer  Carl  Mueller,  who  has  been  its 
leader  since  1917,  consists  of  32  enlisted  men.  The  Band  has  given  several 
concerts  since  its  arrival  at  its  new  home,  one  on  the  parade  ground  in  honor 
of  the  arrival  of  General  King,  a recent  visitor  at  Fort  Crockett,  and  another 
at  the  football  field  to  cheer  on  the  Ft.  Crockett  Flyers. 

oOo 

ATTACK  PILOTS  ATTEND  AIRPORT  DEDICATION  IN  FLORIDA 

A flight  of  six  planes  from  the  3rd  Attack  Group,  Galveston,  Texas,  was 
flown  to  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  to  enable  the  "Attackers"  to  participate  in  the 
dedication  of  the  Dale  Mabry  Municipal  Airport  on  November  12th.  The  planes 
were  piloted  by  Lieuts.  O.C.  George,  T.L.  Thurlow,  M.S.  Savage,  T.L.  Moseley, 
Air  Corps,  and  A*J.  Lanier,  R.N.  Huguet,  Air  Corps  Reserve. 

A beautiful  silver  cup  was  awarded  to  the  six-ship  formation  for  expert 
flying  in  competition  with  a Navy  formation 

oOo 

IMPROVEMENTS  AT  FORT  CROCKETT 

A new  hangar,  recently  constructed  at  Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas,  is 
now  in  use  as  a machine  shop,  aerial  repair  and  parachute  department.  A new 
beacon  light  Is  under  construction  which  will  prove  a great  aid  in  landing  or 
the  field,  as  will  also  the  border  lights. 
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WAP.  IETPARTMENT' OR I3E^...AOT<SOT3-  AIR  COHPS • OFP1  CEPS 

Changes  of  Station:  Lieut  .-Co loneI_Gor aid  C.  Brant,  Crissy  Field,  to 
MitcTiel  Field,  N.Y.,  sailing  from  San  Francisco  about  January  29,  1930. 

Captain  Ralph  B.  Walker,  March  Field,  to  Hav/aii,  sailing  from  San  Fran- 
cisco about  March  15,  1930. 

Cantain  Aaron  E.  Jones  to  duty  with  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field, 

Dayton,  Ohio,  upon  completion  tour  of  duty  in  Panama. 

Following  officers  to  duty  with  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field,  Ohio; 

1st  Lieut.  James  G.  Taylor,  Marshall  Field,  Kansas;  2nd  Lieut.  Clarence  H. 
Thorpe,  March  Field,  2nd  Lieut . Frederic  E.  Glantzberg,  Mitchel  Field, 

1st  Lieut.  Donald  P.  Goodrich,  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kansa.s,  to  Buffalo,  N.Y., 
for  duty  as  Air  Corps  Procurement  Planning  Representative. 

Upon  completion  of  foreign  service,  1st  Lieut.  Bernard  T.  Castor  to  Pri- 
mary Flying  School,  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif. 

Captain  Shiras  A.  Blair,  Wright  Field,  to  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif. 

1st  Lieut.  Charles  C.  Chauncey,  Mitchel  Field,  to  Langley  Field,  Va. 

1st  Lieut.  Milo  McCune,  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  Ohio,  to  Langley  Field,  Va., 
February  20,  1930. 

1st  Lieut.  Frederick  D.  Lynch,  Chanute  Field,  to  Air  Corps  Training  Center, 
Duncan  Field,  Texas. 

1st  Lieut.  Ned  Schramm,  March  Field,  to  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  Duncan 
Field,  Texas. 

1st  Lieut.  Burnie  R.  Dallas  relieved  from  treatment,  Walter  Reed  General 
Hospital,  to  his  regular  station,  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif. 

Upon  completion  tour  of  foreign  service,  1st  Lieut.  Clarence  H.  Welch  to 
Bolling  Field,  D.C. 

1st  Lieut.  Alvan  C . Kincaid,  March  Field,  to  Air  Corps  Training  Center, 
Duncan  Field,  Texas.. 

2nd  Lieut.  Harold  G.  Peterson,  Chanute  Field,  to  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 

2nd  Lieut.  Darr  H.  Alkire,  upon  completion  tour  of  duty  in  Hawaii,  to 
March  Field,  Calif. 

Reserve  Officers  to  Active  Duty  to  June  30,  1930:  2nd  Lieut.  Conger 

Poage,  Tucson,  Arizona,  to  Ft.  Crockett,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut.  Charles  Frederick  Scott,  Jr.,  Farmingdale,  L.I.,  to  Selfridge 
Field,  Mich. 

Resignation;  -2nd  Lieut.  Roger  Walker  Batchelder. 

oOo 

BADGE ‘FOR  AIR  CORPS  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL 

The  following  distinctive  badge  for  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School,  Chanute 
Field,  Rantoul,  111.,  has  teen  approved  by  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War: 

SHIELD:  - Azure,  below  and  in  front  of  a plume  of  three  ostrich  feathers 
argent,  a lamp,  nr 

MOTTO:  - Sustineo  Alas  (I  sustain  the  wings). 

The  badge  consists  of  the  shield  and  motto  of  the  school.  It  will  be  man- 
ufactured in  bright  metal  and  enamel  in  one  size  not  to  exceed  l-^  inches  in 
height. 

oOo- — 

CAPTAIN  LYIID  CITED  FOR  GALLANTRY  IN  ACTION 

Announcement  was  recently  made  by  the  Warn  Department  of  the  award  of  a 
Citation  For  Gallantry  in  Action  to  Captain  William  E.  Lynd,  Air  Corps,  now  on 
duty  in  the  Inspection  Division,  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps.  This 
citation  reads  as  follows: 

CITATION  FOR  GALLANTRY  IN  ACTION  SILVER  STAR  ' 

"WILLIAM  E.  LYND,  Captain,  Air  Corps,  then  first  lieutenant,  135th  Aero 
Squadron,  Air  Service,  American  Expedit ionary  Forces.  For  gallantry  in  action 
over  Essey,  France,  August  25,  1918.  Lieutenant  Lynd,  with  2nd  Lieutenant 
Walker  M.  Jagoe,  pilot,  while  on  a mission  to  photograph  the  enemy  line  from 
Montsec  to  Vieville-en-Haye , with  two  protection  planes,  was  pursued  by  an 
enemy  formation  of  seven  pursuit  planes.  One  of  the  protection  planes  was  seen 
to  be  in  difficulty,  the  controls  being  damaged  and  the  observer  having  been 
seriously  wounded.  Going  to  the  assistance  of  this  plane  Lieutenant  Lynd  and 
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nis  pilot  succeeded  in  driving  off  the  enemy,  although  the  injured  nlane  crash- 
ed behind  our  lines.  His  miss'ioit’iio't  ^be*ing  completed,  Lieutenant  Lynd  returned 
to  the  field,  secured  new  photographic  plates  and  with  one  protection  plane 
again  endeavored  to  fulfill  his  mission.  - On  arriving  over  the  lines  he  was  met 
by  an  enemy  patrol  of  five  pursuit  planes  and  driven  back  over  the  allied  lines 
three  times,  when  not  having  sufficient  gas  to  continue,  he  was  forced  to 
return.  Securing  another  plane  and  pilot,  Lieutenant  Lynd  endeavored  the  third 
time  to  complete  this  mission,  but  after  obtaining  the  necessary  altitude  it 
was  too  late  in  the  day  to  properly  photograph  the  terrain." 

0O0 

FINDING  A FLIER  ' 

By  Lieut.  Reed  M.N.  Weep,  A.G. 

The  scene  for  this  Drama  is  laid  at  the  Metropolitan  areas  Air  Corps  post, 
just  outside  the  city  of  Hiccoughs  and  Hicks.  Time:  Saturday  morning,  with  the 
Assistant  Factotum  General  of  the  Operations  Office  lazily  brushing  flies  off 
his  head  and  wondering  if  it  will  be  safe  to  go  home  at  noon.  Someone  told  him 
that  the  wonderful  success'  the  Missus  had  with  gladiolis  was  due  to  her  treat- 
ing them  entirely  as  vegetables,  so  he  is  afraid  they  will  probably  be  mixed 
with  his  potatoes-. 

This  “Asst.  Op."  states  that  he  was  once  bitten  by  a wild  gladioli,  so  he 
surely  won’t  trust  the  tame  ones.  The  scene  is  all  peace  and.  contentment.  The 
loud  snores  of  Jawing  John  can  be  heard  emanating  from  the  ?st  Squadron  opera- 
tions, and  by  the  smile  on  his  face  he  must  be  dreaming  about  the  afternoon 
golf  game. 

Granpa  is  polishing  up  the  ol 1 Hudson  and  straightening  out  his  meteorolo- 
gical board,  as  a parcel  of  cumulus  clouds  have  become  misplaced  and  must  be 
found.  Suddenly  a hoarse  shout  ronds  the  air  and  "Asst.  Op."  falls  off  the 
.chair.  Granpa’ s clbuds  rise  out  of  sight  and  all- is  confusion.  Someone 
noticed  that  Lieut.  Fogflyer,  one  of  the  Three  Musketeers,  left  Selfridge  Field 
at  4:25  Friday  afternoon,  clearing  for  Buffalo,  and  had.  not  arrived  at  destina- 
tion. "Asst.  Op."  immediately  grabbed  a pack  of  telegraph  blanks  and  put  the 
wires  on  the  job.  . ' 

At  eight  o'clock  Schenectady  answered  that  they  hadn't  seen  no  Falcon  fly 
over,  -but  two  chicken  hawks  and  a pigeon  had  flown  over  Friday  afternoon. 
Buffalo  wired  an  unidentified  army  plane  flew  over  about  8:00  p.m.  Saturday 
morning  still  no  word.  More  telegrams,  more  gloom.  Ship  groomed  for  a search, 
pilots  on  the  alert,  a general  feeling  of  tenseness  - Operations  calling 
Self ridge  Field  by  phone  - no  word,  time  3:00  p.m. 

Postal  card  arrives  from  Lt  . Fogflyer  saying  he  had  landed  at 

and  that  the  telegraph  operator  stated  he  would  take  no  Government  messages 
unless  they  were  countersigned  by  Pres,.  Cleveland.  Lieut.  Fogflyer,  whose 
ancestors  were  Scotch,  would  not  spend  the  30  cents  to  send  a wire,  so  while 
walking  down  the  street  and  wondering  what  to  do  he  spied  a post  card  lying 
on  the  street.  "What  luck!"  he  cried,  "now  I will  notify  the  field  and  every- 
thing will  be  O.K." 

The  boy  arrived  Sunday,  and  he  was  told  by  everyone,  including  friend 
wife.  And  believe  me,  one  woman  can  outtalk  twenty  men,  and  How?  So  enough 
said.  Peace  again  reigns  supreme,  and  we  hear  the  faint  snores  wafted  on  the 
gentle  breeze.  . • .. 

— — oOo 

KELLY  FIELD  FLYERS  PRESENT  WATCH  TO  CIVILIAN  FOR  HEROIC  CONDUCT 

Mr.  Frank  H.  Long,  of  Bay  City,  Texas,  who  rescued  Lieut.  W.K.  Moran,  of 
Kelly  Field,  and  Staff  Sgt.  William  Canedy,  of  Brooks  Field,  from  a burning 
plane  near  his  home,  was  on  Nov.  7th  presented  with  a watch  by  officers  of 
Kelly  Field  as  a token  of  appreciation  of  his  heroism.  Mr.  Long  was  flown  from 
his  home  to  Kelly  Field  to  receive  the  gift.  He  had  previously  received 
letters  of  commendation  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Chief  of  Air  Corps. 

On  Oct.  5th  a plane  piloted  by  Lt . Moran  caught  fire  at  an  altitude  of 
about  1500  feet.  The  pilot  signalled  Sgt.  Canedy  to  jump,  but  for  some  unknown 
reason  he  failed  to  do  so.  The  pilot  then  sideslipped  the  flaming  plane  to  the 
ground  and  crashed.  Lt . Moran,  thrown  out  of  the  front  cockpit,  was  lying  un- 
conscious within  20.  feet  of  the  burning  plane.  Sgt.  Canedy  was  wedged  in _ the 
rear  cockpit  with  a broken  leg  and  his  clothing  on  fire.  Without  hesitation, 
Long  -pushed  his  way  through  the  intense  heat  of  the  gasoline  fire,  broke  a sec- 
tion of  tubing,  freed  the  leg  of  Sgt.  Canedy,  pulled  him  to  safety,  and  with 
his  bare  hands  snuffed  out  the  fire  on  the  Sergeant's  clothing. 
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rtfts  FROM  AJ&  CORPS  FIELDS 
: . 0O0. ■ 

Langley  Field,. -Va. , November  1st . v 

19th  Airship  Company,  by  Lt .B.T .Starkey, A.C . l Test  flights  were  conduct- 
ed during  the  past  week  to  determine  the  static  head  on  the  TC-6  envelope  at 
the  region  of  the  propellers.  Capt . Pur year  piloted  the  ship  whilo  Messrs. 
Collier,  Kirchhaum  and  Lincoln,  of  the  National  Advisory  Committee  for  Aero- 
nautics, conducted  the  tests.  The  only  other  flight  with  Lieuts.  R.V.Ignico 
and  W.J.  McCracken,  Pilots,  was  a short  practice  one. 

Tech.Sgt.  Ronald  H.  Short  returned  to  duty  on  Nov.  1st  from  Iowa,  where 
he  spent  a furlough  of  25  days  with  his  parents.  Sgt . Short  reports  much  rain 
and  snow  in  the  middle  west  and  very  dangerous  driving  through  the  mountains. 

The  Langley  Football  Squad  journeyed  to  Q,uantico  last  Friday  and  engaged 
tho  strong  ^uantico  Marines  in  a great  game.  Though  Langley  was.  beaten  14  to 
6,  it  was  not  until  the  last  quarter  that  the  Marines  were  able  to  make  any 
appreciable  gains  and  then  they  were  forced  to  resort  to  the  air  route.  The 
great  G-eottge  threw  passes  with  deadly  accuracy  and  ran  off  tackle  with  a driVe 
that  the  Langley  team  could  not  stop,  and  the  Marines  scored  two  touchdowns 
to  win  the  game.  The  last  score  came  with  only  two  minutes  to  play  and  before 
Langley  could  master  a drive  the  game  was  over.  It  was  the  first  game  in  which 
either  teams  had  been  scored  upon.  Capt.  Geottge,  Coach  of  the  Marines,  said 
after  the  game  that  Langley  had  the  best  service  team  he  had  seen  play,  ex- 
cepting the  big  All-Marine  team. 

The  19th.r  organized  tho  Soccer  team  for  the  1929-1930  Season  and  joined 
the  Virginia 'Soccer  League.  The  19th  lost  the  championship  last  year,  but  a 
great  team  is  ready  to  take  the  field  this  year  and  bring  the  trophy  back  to 
the  organization. 

Only  local  training  and  test  flights  were  carried  out  by  the  organization 
the  week  ending  October  17th  as  only  three  days  could  be  utilized  for  flying. 
Test  flights  were  flown  in  the  TC-6  for  the  purpose  of  calibrating  the  air- 
speed indicator.  Messrs.  Lyons  and  Kirschbaum,  of  the  National  Advisory  Com- 
mittee for  Aeronautics,  performed  the  tests.  The  total  flying  time  for  the 
three  days  was  23  hours • and  45  minutes. 

A Sub-cloud  Observation  Nacelle  was  received  and  is  being  installed  on 
the  TC-6.  An  observer  in  the  nacelle  can  be  lowered  from  the  ship  by  means 
of  a cable  and  windlass,  while  at  the  same  time  the  ship  itself  will  be  able 
to  fly  above  or  even  in  the  clouds.  Experimental  flights  will  be  made  to 
determine  just  how  effective  this  mode  of  observation  will  be. 

The  U.S.Navy  "Los  Angeles"  paid  us  a visit  on  her  way  to  Lakehurst,N. J., 
on  Oct.  14th,  at  2:45  P.M.,  but  did  not  linger  long  and  cruised  at  a rather 
high  altitude. 

The  Langley  Football  Squad  continues  to  improve  and  hang  up  victories. 

The  Naval  Hospital  Team  of  Portsmouth  was  defeated  26  to  0 on  Saturday,  Oct. 
12th,  and  on  Wednesday  night,  playing  their  first  games  of  night  football, 
they  defeated  the  Apprentice  Alumni  6 to  0 in  Newport  News.  In  the  Naval  Hos- 
pital game  the  Langley  line,  though  outweighed,  was  too  fast  and  hard  charging 
for  the  Navy  boys,  and  the  Langley  backfield  combination  of  Hetrick,  Kerr,  Mc- 
Kinney and  Red  Tyrrell  romped  up  and  down  the  field  almost  at  will.  In  the 
game  with  the  Apprentices,  a high  wind  hampered  the  play  of  both  teams.  Sev- 
eral times  the  punters  lost  ground  when  the  30  mile  wind  caught  the  ball  and 
carried  it  back  over  the  kickers*  heads.  It  was  not  until  the  closing  min- 
utes of  play  that  Langley  was  able  to  score,  starting  at  midfield  and  on  suc- 
cessive downs  carrying  the  ball  over  for  a touchdown.  Try  for  goal  was  block- 
ed. These  two  games  still  leave  Langley  with  an  unblemished  record  and  un- 
crossed goal  line. 

There  was  no  flying  by  the  organization  during  the  week  ending  October 
24th,  due  to  rain  and  high  winds  which  at  times  approximated  a gale.  Advan- 
tage of  the  enforced  idleness,  however,  was  taken  by  the  ship§*  crews  in  put- 
ting the  ships  into  the  very  best  flying  conditions. 

2nd  Bombardment  Group, A.C by  Lt.JackW.  Wood, A. C.:  Lieut.  C.F. Sugg. re- 
ceived orders  to  report  to  Brooks  Field  for  training  with  the  class  starting 
October  15th. 

Lieut.  M.M. Burnside  led  a flight  of  three  LB-7’ s to  Aberdeen  on  October 
15th  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  a bombing  demonstration  for  the  War  College. 
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Two  600-pound  demolition  bombs  were  carried  by -each ^hip-  and  dxop-oe-d  from 
14,000  feet.  The  other  officers  dn  the  flight  were  Lieut  s.  It  T.0-.  dance  and 
J.W.Wood.  The  flight  returned  to  Langley  p.n  .October  17th. 

The  2nd  Bombardment  Group  received  three  Curtiss  "Condors11.  All  pilots 
of  the  Group  have. been  given  an- opportunity  . to  fly  these  huge  ships  in  forma- 
tion and  all  have ' commeiited  favorably  on  "their  maneuverability . ■ 

Capt . Henry  Pascale,  piloting  the  Fokkcr  C-2A,  and  Lieut.  M.M.  Burnside, 
piloting  the  Douglas  C-1C,  loft  Langley, ..  October  18th  for  ■ Chanute  Piold.  Each 
transport  carried  a load  of  enlisted  mep  who  will  attend  .the  .various  training 
courses  at  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School.  . 

San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas, : November  11th. 

On  October  21st  the  Depot  was  visited  by  Brigadier-General  W.l.Gillmore, 
Assistant  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  on  his  recent  tour  of  inspection. of  the  Air 
Corps  activities  in  this  section. 

Colonel  Louis  J.  Van  Schaick  and  Major  James  MacKay,  I.G.D.,  of  The  In- 
spector General’s  Office  in  Washington,  paid  a visit  to  this  Depot  on  October 
16th,  in  connection  with  surveys  being  conducted  by  them  of  the  various  Army 
stations  in  this  vicinity. 

Lieut s.  A,W.  Mar ton stein  and  Charles  H.  Caldwell,  of  tho  Eield  Service 
Section,  Air  Corps  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Eield,  included  this  Depot,  Oct. 
14th  to  17th,  in  their  roccnt  cross-country  journey  through  tho  Wont,  visit- 
ing the  various  Air  Corps  establishments  for  conferences  on  supply  and  mainte- 
nance matters. 

Capt.  Frederic  B.  Wieners,  transferred  from  the  Air  Corps  to  the  Infantry, 
left  this  De-oot  for  his  new  station  at  Ft.  Sam  Houston,  .Texps,  on  October  29th, 
and  is  now  assigned  to  the  23d  Infantry,  2nd  Division.  Capt.  Wieners  came  to 
duty  at  this  Depot  on  Oct.  7,  1925,  from  the  Hawaiian  Department,  and  Ms  many 
friends  here  regret  his  departure  from  our. midst  and  wish  him.  every  success  in 
his  new  assignment.  ' ' • 

Among  the  visitors  bringing  us  news  from  other  stations  during  the  period 
October  16th  to  30th  were  Capt.  I.H.  Edwards  and . Lieut s . M.N.  Clark,  M.H.  Mc- 
Kinnon, D.W.  Uorwood,  E.H.'Topkin,  and  H.F.  Twining,  of  March  Field,  Calif., 
and  Lieut.  D.E.  Glenn  from  Eat  Box  Field,  Muskogee,  Okla.,  to  ferry  planes 
back  to  their  home  stations.. 

Major  George  R.  Gacnslpn,  Air  Corps  Reserve  (in  civil  life,  Sower  Construc- 
tion Engineer  of  the  City  of..  San  Antonio,  Texas),  was  with  us  October  17th  to 
30th  for  Ms  fifth  active  duty  training  period  at  this.  Depot. 

Clark  Field,  Parnanga.,  P.I-,  October  5th . 

September  was  characterized  by  the  wind-up  of  the  rainy  season,  and  once 
again  sunshine  is  the  order  of  the  day;  resulting  in  greatly  increased  golfing 
activity,  but  cutting  a bib  into  our  bowling  revenue. 

Our  bowling  alley  has  ..been  augmented  by  a soft,  drink  bar,  where  ice  cold 
draft  San  Miguel  is  supplied  to  a steady  procession-  of  customers. 

Our  restaurant  has  been  remodeled,  re-furnished  and  a change  of  manage- 
ment effected,  Charlie  Corn,  of  Nichols  Field  fame,,/  taking  over  its  control. 

His  connection  with  the  change  and  the  fact  that  we.  are  on  a new  dividend 
basis  with  the  Post  Exchange  loads  us  to  expect  that  our  Squadron  Fund  revenue 
will  take  an  upward  leap. 

The  air  is  filled  With  shouts  of  "Short  timers  spund  off",  from  the  four- 
teen of  our  enlisted  men  who  leave  on  the  October  .Transport . They’re  going 
with  feelings  of  regret,,  tempered  by  a longing  for  the  U.S.A.  The  non-com- 
missioned officers  slated  to  go  are  Sgts.  Fred  L.  Blalock  and  William  A.  Mill- 
ikan. The  only  officer  m lose  is  Captain  Lawrence  ?.  Hickey,  our  Operations 
Officer,  7/ho  is  heading  for  a tour  of  duty  at  Fort  Sill.  With  him  leave  Mrs. 
Hickey,  Larry, Jr.,  and  Mrs.  Hickey’s  sister,  Mrs,.  Gerald  Grimes.  Needloss  to 
say,  "desoididas"  are  the  order  of  the  day.  The  whole  outfit  regrets  the  loss 
of  Captain  Hickey  and  wi she s him  continued  success  at  his  new  station. 

On  September  28th,  Clark  Field  was  inspected  by  the  Philippine  Division 
Commander,  Major-General  Paul  3.  Malone.  An  aerial  review  was  staged,  follow- 
ed by  an  inspection  of. .Departments . We  felt  proud  of  what  we  had  to  offer, 
and  the  General  expressed  his  satisfaction. 
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The  usual  number  of  week  end  guest : visitors  came  to  this  station;  as 
guests  of  the  various  officers. 

Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif-,  November  16th . 

Armistice  Day  ceremonies  were  observed  at  Rockwell  Field  at  9:00  A.M., 
November  11th,  by  a.  parade  of  all  troops  under  the  command  of  Major  A. L. Sneed. 

A salute  of  21  guns  and  flag  raising  ceremonies  comoleted  the  observance. 

Six  P-12  planes  left  Rockwell  Field,  November  10th,  for  Calexiao  to  par- 
ticipate in  dedication  ceremonies  in  connection  with  the  opening  of  the  new 
airport  at  that  place.  Major  Carl  Spatz  was  in  command  of. the  flight,  taking 
with  him  Capt.  H.M.  Flmendorf ; Lieuts.  K.J.  Gregg,  I .A*. Woodring,  D.D. Graves 
and  A.J.  Mickle. 

The  Hon.  David  L.  Ingalls,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  Aeronautics,.* 
accompanied  by  Admiral  Butler,  Commander,  Aircraft  Squadrons,  Battle  Fleet,  and 
Capt.  F.R. McCrary,  Commanding  Officer,  Naval  Air  Station,  and  staffs,  paid  an 
official  call  on  the  Commanding  Officer  of  Rockwell  Field,  October  31st.  While 
here  they  were  extended  post  courtesies  by  Major  Sneed. 

Lieut.  R.  Baez,  Jr.,  Chief  Engineering  Officer  of  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot, 
departed  in  a PW-9D,  November  15th,  for  Salt  Lake  City,  for  purpose  of  confer- 
ring with  the  Commanding  Officer,  Woodward  Field,  and  inspecting  Air  Corps 
supplies  and  equipment  at  that  station. 

Lieut.  Jack  Greer,  returned  from  Letterman  General  Hospital  to  Rockwell 
Field,  and  assumed  the  duties  of  Police  and  Prison  Officer. 

Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Thad  V.  Foster  of  Ft.  Sam  Houston,  Texas,  were  visitors 
at  Rockwell  Field,  November  15th,  en  route  by  automobile  to  San  Francisco, 

Calif.,  for  a month's  leave.  Lieut.  Foster  is  in  the  office  of  the  Air  Officer, 
8th  Corps  Area,  in  charge  of  Border  Stations.  While  in  Coronado,  Lieut,  and 
Mrs.  Foster  were  the  guests  of  Lieut,  and  Mrs,  John  K.  Nissley,  A.C.  556-G  Ave . 

Mr.Sgt.  Willard  D.  Lucy,  Hq.  7th  Bombardment  Group,  assumed  duties  of 
Post  Sergeant  Major.  Sgt . Lucy  was  formerly  stationed  in  panama. 

Squash  balls  are  flying  high  in  a round  robin  tournament.  Major  Spatz  is 
leading,  and  trailing  close  behind  are  Lieuts,  Batten,  Mallory  and  Graves. 
Practically  all  the  officers  of  the  post  are  participating  in  and  enjoying  this 
game . 

Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Selff,  A.C,,  entertained  with  a delightful 
Spaghetti  Dinner  at  the  Officers’  Club,  Friday,  November  1st.  The  table  and 
club  decorations  were  in  black  and  gold,  carrying  out  the  Hallowe’en  motif. 
Guests  of  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Selff  consisted  of  the  officers  of  the  post  and 
their  wives. 

Self  ridge  Field,  Mt'.  Clemens,  Mich.,  Nov.  5th. 

2nd  Lieut.  Ernest  K.  War bur ton,  A.C.,  in  a P-1C  type  Pursuit  plane,  made 
an  extended  cross-country  flight  on  Oct.  8th,  from  Selfridge  Field  to  Boston, 
Mass.,  via  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  returning  via  Mitchel  Field  and  Buffalo  on  Oct.  1st. 

Six  Pursuit  ships  were  flown  on  a special  mission  to  Aberdeen  Proving 
Ground,  Aberdeen,  Md.,  for  participation  in  the  aerial  demonstration  in  con- 
nection with  the  annual  Ordnance  Day  exercises  there  on  Oct.  10th.  The  flight 
consisting  of  1st  Lieut.  Paul  W.  Wolf,  A.C.,  Flight  Leader,  with  2nd  Lieuts. 
Orrin  L.  Grover,  Edwin  R.  French,  Aubrey  L.  Moore,  Paul  B.  Wurthsmith  and  Hoyt 
L.  Prindle,  departed  from  Selfridge  Field,  Oct.  8th,  returning  on  the  11th. 

Oct.  8th  also  saw  the  return  of  the  9 Pursuit  planes  from  Montreal,  Que- 
bec, where  they  were  flown  for  participation  in  the  aerial  celebration  in  con- 
nection with  the  arrival  of  the  Ford  Reliability  Tour  at  that  place. 

The  photographic  work  ordered  by  the  Corps  Area  in  connection  with  making 
mosaics  of  Ft.  Sheridan,  111.,  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.,  Camp  Custer,  Mich., 
and  Ft.  Brady,  Mich.,  was  commenced  by  Lieut.  Harold  W.  Grant,  A.C.,  and  Staff 
Sgt.  Herman  L.  Hackwith,  5th  Photo  Section.  Three  flights  were  made  ever  Camp 
Custer  and  arrangements  are  being  made  to  complete  the  balance  of  the  work 
as  soon  as  possible. 

On  Oct.  14th  Capt.  "Joe"  Cannon,  A.C.,  paid  his  old  home  and  many  friends 
a visit,  when  he  flew  in  here  from  Chanute  Field.  Capt.  Cannon  is  now  on  duty 
at  Kelly  Field,  Texas.  The  following  day  General  Gillmore  with  Lieut.  Tour- 
tellot,  another  old  Selfridge  pilot,  arrived  in  an  0-2  from  Wright  Field*.  Gen- 
eral Gillmore  was  also  accompanied  by  Lieut.  Longfellow  in  a P-1.  During  his 
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very  "brief  stay  (for  he  arrived  at  eleven  and  departed  for  Chanute  at  three  ten) 
General  Gdllmore  reviewed  the  command,  that  is,  he  ’Watched  an  aerial  review  cf 
the  1st  Pursuit  Group  and  the  15th  Observation  Squadron.  Following  this,  he 
was  introduced  hv  Col.  Danforth,  the  post  Commander,  to  all  officers  assembled 
in  the  Post  Operations  Office,  to  whom  he  gave  a short  talk,  bringing  to  his 
attentive  audience  several  little,  or  large,  matters  in  which  they  were  all 
vitally  interested. 

This  seemed  to  be  a month  for  the  reviewing  of  all  friendships  and  memor- 
ies, for  on  the  16th  Lieut.  Donald  Stace  arrived  from  Chanute.  He  left  the  fol- 
lowing day  for  his  present  station,  Wright  Field.  ■ •> 

A stretch  of  bad  weather  over  this  territory  resulted  in  Lieuts.  Paul  A. 
Shanahan  and  Frederick  A.  Johnson  being  detained  at  Chanute  Field  for  the  per- 
iod, Oct.  19  to  24.  Ca.pt.  William  D.  Wheeler  and  Lieut.  Carleton  F.  Davidson 
made  a flight  to  Wright  Field  for  photogranhic  supplies  on  the  20th  and  were, 
on  account  of  bad  weather,  delayed  there  until  the  25th. 

Lieuts.  Bartron  and  Page  arrived  from  Wright  Field  on  the  25th  and  return- 
ed the  following  day. 

Lieut.  Lawrenoe  W.  Ebons,  in  one  of  the  old  reliable  C-l  Transports,  fer- 
ried four  students  to  the  ACTS  at  Chanute  Field  on  the  25th,  returning  the  fol- 
lowing day  with  several  graduates  assigned  to  this  station. 

A flight  of  six  Pursuit  ships,  piloted  by  Lieuts.  John  C.  Crosthwaite, 

Homer  L.  Sanders,  Austin  A.  Straubel,  Orrin  L.  Grover,  Ealph  C.  Ehudy  and  Theo- 
dore M.  Eolen  departed  on  the  25th,  via  Uniontown  and  Middletown,  for  Trenton, 
N.J.,  for  participation  in  another  airport  dedication.  The  flight  returned 
the  28th. 

These  last  few  days,  regardless  of  the  rain  and  fog,  several  Pursuit  and 
Observation  planes,  including  one  piloted  by  the  Commanding  Officer,  Col.  Char- 
les H.  Danforth,  searched  the  waters  of  Lake  St.Clair  for  three  local  fisher- 
men who  had  not  returned  after  several  days.  These  men  were  reported  lost  on 
the  25th,  but  to  date  have  not  been  located, . although  the  boat,  in  which  they 
started  out,  was  found  empty  by  Lieut.  War bur ton . 

The  Fokker  transport,  which  was  overhauled  at  Wright  Field,  was  returned 
on  the  29th,  and  a PT-1,  an.  0-2  and  the  C-1C  were  ferried  to  Wright  for  over- 
haul on  the  same  dat e . 

■Notification  that  several  of  the  new  P-6  Pursuit  jobs  are  res.dy  at  Mitchel 
Field  was  joyfully  received,  and  several  are  expected  within  the  next  few  days. 
More  planes  will  help  get  in'  the  air  the  many  new  officers  now  reporting,  to 
this  station.  For  some  time  this  field  has  operated  with  a maximum  of  31  Pur- 
suit and  7 Observation  planes,  which  resulted  in  an  average  cf  three  pilots 
for  each  plane.  This,  together  with  the  number  cf  planes  out  cf  commission 
from  time  to  time,  held  training  to  a minimum. 

Autumn  with  its  cold  and,  at  least,  uncertain  weather,^  sees  our  many  pi- 
lots scurrying  hither  and  yon  in  search  of  almost  forgotten  fur-lined  flying 
suits,  heavy  gloves  and  moccasins.  There  is  even  talk  of  face  masks,  for  al- 
most any  altitude  at  all  brings  zero  temperature,  and  complexions  must  be 
guarded.  Anyway,  a frozen  face  is  nothing  to  brag  about. 

And,  before  we  forget  it  - The  drainage  system  has  been  installed  - the 
miles  and  miles  of  tile  have  been  laid  - and  the  entire  field  is  now  ready 
and  fit  for  use. 

On  a return  flight  from  Camp  Ske el ,.  Oscoda,  Mich.,  on  Oct.  11th,  .2nd  Lieut. 
Harold  W.  Grant,  A.C.,  pilot  of  a C-l  transport  with  7 passengers,  which  in- 
cluded the  Post  Surgeon,  Major  Lcwyd  W . Ballantyne,  Medical  Corps,  was  forced 
down  about  10  miles  North  of  Selfridge  near  the  village  of  Anchorville,  Mich, 
due  to  heavy  fog.  Lieut.  Grant  had  been  flying  about  five  hours  and,  not  be- 
ing certain  of  his  exact  position,  decided  to  land  rather  than  being  forced 
down  at  some  place  where  he  might  injure  his  passengers.  The  field  selected 
appeared  smooth  but  small.  However,  it  was  crossed  with  drainage  ditches  sev- 
eral inches  deep  and  about  one  hundred  feet  apart,  .and  one-half  cf  the  landing 
gear  gave  way,  damaging  the  left  Lower  wing.  A telephone  call  brought  motor 
transportation,  and  all  personnel,  with  the  exception  of  two  enlisted  men  who 
remained  with  the  ship  as  guards,  were  returned  to  Selfridge . The  following 
day  temporary  repairs  were  made  - and  .the  ship  flown  to  Self  ridge,  where  the 
damaged  parts  were  replaced. 

27th  Par suit  Squadron:  With  the  completion  of  the  first  round  of  games 
in  the  Inter-Sqo_adron  Football  League,  the  27th  Pursuit  Squadron  team  seems  to 
have  a-  fair-ly  safe  strangle . hold  on  the  championship  prospects.  While  all  of 
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the  teams  have  shown  exceptional.  improvement’  Since  the  opening  of  'the " season, 
the  27th  boyn  were  able  to  keep  just  a little  further-  advanced  than  any  of  their 
opponents  and  won  all  three  of  their  .games . 

The  57th  Service  Squadron  eleven,  entering  the  season  a rather  top  heavy 
favorite  to  come  through  with  a clean  sweeo  as  they  did  last  season,  was  trip- 
ped up  in  two  of  their  three  games.  - First,  the  27th  tonpled  them  with  the  clean 
cut  defeat  and  then  the  17th  Pursuit  bo2rs  sprung  an  even  greater  surprise  hy 
holding  them  to  a scoreless  tie. 

The  standing  to  date  gives  the  27th  six  points,  the  57th  three;  the  17th, 
two;  and  the  94th,  one  point.  Two  points  are  awarded  for  each  game,  the  points 
being  split  in  case  of  a tie. 

The  17th  and  94th  Squadrons  somewhat  handicapped  through  lack  of  experienc- 
ed coaches,  will  probably  improve  their  showing  with  the  new  coaching  assist- 
ance assigned  them.  2nd  Lieut.  Allen  W.  Eec-d,  who  recently  arrived  from  Kelly, 
was  assigned  to  the  15th  Observation  Squadron  but  attached  to  the. 17th  for 
football  coaching.  2nd  Lieut.  Edward  L.  Anderson,  Air  Res.,  also  from  Kelly, 
who  came  here  for  extended  active  duty,  was  assigned  to  the  94th  and  will  as- 
sist materially  in  the  coaching  of  that  team. 

17th  Pursuit  Squadron, A. 0 . ; October  was  a busy  month  as  regards  personnel. 
First,  we  were  sorry  to  lose  Lieut.  John  F.  Egan,  transferred  to  Brooks  Field, 
following  which  Lieut . William  Morgan  left  for  Chanute  Field  to  take  a course 
in  Armament.  Several  new  officers  joined  the  17th,  however,  one  being  Lieut. 
Murl  Estes,  an-  old  member  of  the'  Squadron,  whom  we  welcomed  back,  Oct  . 7th. 
Since  leaving  us  some  months  ago,  he  was  engaged  in  pursuit,  of  the  elusive  dol- 
lar flying  for- General  Tire  Company.  He  reports  a pleasant  summer  with  plenty 
of  cross-country  flying.-  Lieut pur  ward  Lowry,  ah -experienced  Pursuit  pilot, 
joined  us  on  Oct-,  8th,  followed  on  the  15th  by  Lieuts.  L.O.  Ryan  and  Hanlon 
Van  Auken,-  transferred  from  Kelly  Field.  Lieuts.  Lowry  and  Donald  Putt  receiv- 
ed their  regular,  commissions  on  -.-Oct . 4th. 

Staff  Sgto  Rosser  transferred  to  Kelly  Field' on  Oct. "21st  to  replace  Staff 
Sgt . Rowell,  transferring  from  there  to  the  17th.  . . 

There  is  -little  to  report  regarding .cross-country,  Lieut.  Putt, to  Battle 
Creek  and  Lieut.  Bob  Moor,  to  Toledo,  being. the  only  two . One  Reserve  officer, 
1st  Lieut.  D.R.  Ludeking,  trained  for  two  weeks  with  the  17th. 

The  new  lawn  is  now  completed.  Under  direction  of  Lieut.  Warburton,  a 
space  fifty  feet  wide  around  the  barracks  was  filled  in,  leveled  and  then  cov- 
ered with  sod  adding  greatly  to  the  appearance  of  the  place.  Work  is  progress- 
ing on  drives  and  roads  about  the  barracks,  but  the  busy  hum  is  now  being  turn- 
ed into  preparations  for  the  winter. 

27th  Pursuit  Squadrons  Flying  activities  in- the  27th  during  October,  were 
seriously  curtailed,  due  to  a spell  of  bad  weather.  • 

Three  officers  of  the  Squadron  made  voluntary  cross-countries  during  the 
month,-  Lieuts.  Straubel  to  Creen  Bay,  Wise.;  Sillin' to  Lima,  Ohio  and  Tibbetts 
to  Columbus,  Ohio.  Lieut.  Prindle  was  a member  of  a flight  of  six  ships  which 
journeyed  to  Aberdeen,  Md.,  early  in  the  month,  to  participate  in  the  Air  Corps 
demonstration  at  the  Annual  Ordnance  show.  He  reports  a very  interesting  trip. 

Lieut.  Crosthwaite  took  a flight  o.f  six  ships  of  -this  Squadron  to  Trenton, 
N.J.,-„on  the  25th,  to  participate  in  the  opening  of  a new  airport.  From  all 
reports,  a successful  trip  and  an  enjoyable  visit  was  had  by  all. 

During  the  east  week  Lieut.  Crosthwaite  received  orders  for  transfer  to 
March  Field.  We  are  all  sorry  to  see  him  leave,  as  he  Was  a very  great  asset  ' 
to  the  , Squadron.  His  experience  in -the  R.A.F.  and  two  years  in  the  Cavalry 
were  valuable  to  both  himself  and  the  Squadron.  . . • - 

A new  officer  joined  the  Squadron  during  the  month  in  the  person  of  Lieut. 
W.R. Morgan,  a graduate  from  Kelly  Field  .with  the  last  class,  who  took  active 
duty  for  one  year.  - We  welcome  him  to  our  ranks. 

•The  entire  outfit  is  considerably.- pepped  up  over  the  arrival  of  a telegram 
from  Washington,  stating  that  four  of  the  new  P-6 ! s would  be  ready  for  deliv- 
ery during  the  early  part  of  December.  . ■ 

The  non-com1 s seem  to  have  the  Matrimonial  Blues  - Sgts.  Bailey,  White, 
McGaha  and  Curtiss  all  having  acquired  a "better  half"  during  the  last  six 
weeks . 
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94th  .Pursuit  Squadron, A . C . ; Lieut.  Harry  A.  Johnson,  C.O.  of  the  94th 

Squadron,  is  on  three  months'  leave- G.'Fokker's  latest 
ship,  the  F-32,  which  is  ■ the  largest  land. plane  constructed  in  this  country. 

The  "Skipper 11  is  well  qualified  f, or  this  work,  as  he  has  had  a great  deal 
of  experience  in  handling  Mg  ships,  and  the.  digger  they  "build  them  the  letter 
he  likes  them.  But  we*  are  of  the  opinion  he  will  he  "back  with  us  soon,  for  al- 
though the  call  of  dig  money  in  commercial  aviation  is  very  strong  the  call  of 
his  little  P-1  is  stronger.. 

Two  recent  graduates  of  the  flying  school  were  assigned  to  the  94th  and 
are  fitting  in  the  organization  inf fine  style.  They  are  Lieuts.  H.H.  -Te liman 
and  Jesse  Auton,  Air  Res.  Several  more  men  will  report  in  soon  and  will  he 
assigned  to  the  different  squadrons.  • 

Capt.  Joe  Cannon,  late  C.O  . of  the  94th,  paid  us  a visit  recently,  spending 
two  days  at  the  post.  The  squadron  is  always  glad  to  see  its  former  members 
any  time  they 'are' able  to  ••drop.  in. 

Staff  Sgt.  Roberts,  promoted  to  Tech. Sgt.,  was  transferred  to  the  57th 
Service  Squadron.  -The  Squadron  congratulates  Eob. 

Staff  Sgt.  "Hank" Weber  was  transferred  to  the  94th  and,  like  all  other  re- 
cruits, let  the  hunk  fall  on  his, foot-  while  putting  same'  together.  v.--  ■ 

Our  most  esteemed  Staff  Sgt.  and  Squadron  clerk,  Froberg,  has  done  it  again, 
‘for  three  years.  . ; - ' 

57th  Service  Squadron;  Several,  changes  in  status,  both  among  the  com- 
missioned and  enlisted  personnel,  occurred  during  the  past  few  weeks.  Lieut. 
Alden  R.  Crawford,  appointed  Post.  Operations  Officer,  was  transferred  to  Head- 
quarters Det . Lieut.  Robert  L.  Schoenlein  was  transferred  from  the  ■ Squadron 
to  Chanute  field,  where  he  is  a student  in  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School. 

St.  Sgt . Thompson  reported  to  the  Squadron,.  October  26th,  having  been  on 
detached  duty  as  a student  at  Chanute  Field."  Tech.  Sgt.  Horn  was  transferred 
from  this  Squadron  to  Headquarters  Dot.,  and. Tech.  Sgt.  Roberts  was  transferred 
to  this  Squadron  from  the  94th  Pursuit  Squadron  on  October  21st, 

15th  Observation  Squadron;  2nd  Lieuts.  S.G.  McLennan  and  A.W.  Reed  re- 
ported for  duty  on  Oct.  27th. 

St. Sgt.  C.B.  Guile,  enlisted  pilot,  reported  on  Oct.  24th.  -We  now  have 
a total  of  twenty-one  pilots,  which  should  be  enough  to  keep  the  new  0-19* s 
busy  - if  and  when  we  do  get  them. 

Capt.  B.M.  Kane,  Air  Res.,  assigned  to  the  Squadron  for  -two  weeks’  active 
duty,  had  very  little  flying  time  because  of  consistently  poor  weather. 

The  officers  of  the  Squadron  are  considering  adopting  a new  walking  stick. 
We  have  been1- 'working  on  a new  Squadron  Insignia  and  hope  to  have  it  approved 
in  time  to  get  it  on  the  new  ships  when  they  arrive . Wait  until  you  see  it1. 

The  sodding  work  around  the  barracks  is  just  about  completed,  ,and  when 
the  flower  beds  and  other  bits  of  landscape  gardening  are  completed  the  place 
will  present  a very  attractive  appearance.  A new  greenhouse  is  being  construc- 
ted which  will -aid  materially  in  getting  an  early, garden  next  spring. 

Luke  Field,  T.H.,  November  1st . ' '• 

Lieut .-General  Edwin  Jadwin,  retired,  formerly  Chief  of  Engineers,  while 
sn  route  to  the  World  Engineering  Conference  at  To kio,  'Japan,  was  greeted  by 
an  Aloha  flight  of  six  planes  from  this  station  on  October  15th,  as  the  SB 
"Maui"  entered  Honolulu  harbor.  The  flight  consisted  of  three  De  Haviland 
planes  piloted  by  Major  Maxwell  Kirby,  Lieuts.  Harold  Lee  George  and  L.P.  Hol- 
comb, and  three  Martin  Bombers  piloted  by  Capt.  George  P.  Johnson,  Lieuts. 

E.G.  Johnson  and  R.R.  Brown. 

The  SS  "President  Jackson"  and  the  "K0rea  Maru"  wore  also  greeted  by 
Aloha  flights  as  they  entered  the  harbor.  The  U.S.A.T.  " Somme"  arrived  on 
Oct.  25th  and  was  given  an  Aloha  flight  for  the  new  arrivals  in  the  Air  Corps. 

Four  Amphibian  planes,  piloted  by  Major  Maxwell  Kirby,  Lieuts.  Harold  Lee 
George,  L.P.  Holcomb  and’ George  B.  McPike,  with  Lieuts.  Jameis  F.J.  Early  and 
R .R. Gillespie  as  radio  officers,  took  off  from  this  field  on  October  17th  to 
establish  new  landing-  fields  on  the  island  of  Kauai,  returning  home  on  the 
following  day.  / , . 

The  Maui  County  Fair  was  visited  by  the  Air  Corps.  The  three  Amphibian 
planes  from  this  field  were  piloted  by  CaxDt . C .E . Gif  fin,  Lieuts.  Carl  W.  Pyle 
and  R.H.  Dean."  Capt.  R.E.  O'Neill  was  the  radio  officer.  The  Trans-Pacific 
Fckker  and  three  Pursuit  planes  from  Wheeler  Field  accompanied  this  flight, 

-421-  Y-5964, A.C . 


all  flyers  returning  after  a twor-day  visit  at  Maui. 

Three  Amphibian  planes  left  here  on  October  22nd  to  obtain  detailed  data 
regarding  landing  field  facilities  on  the  island  of  Molokai.  The  pilots  for 
this  inter-island  mission  were  Capt . C ,E  .Gif  fin,  Lieut  s . L.]? . Holcomb  and  T.L. 
Gilbert.-  Radio  communication  with  station  WYQ,  was  maintained  by  Lieut.  Sheldon 
B.  Edwards  and  Sgt . Dodson  in  an  alternate  radio  Amphibian  plane. 

This  group  furnished  tow-target  missions  for  the  64th  G.A.C.(AA)  this 
month  and  will  start  on  our  yearly  training  schedule  November  1st. 

Captain  George  P.  Johnson,  Lieut s.  Carl  W.  Pyle,  George  V.  McPike,  pilots, 
and  James  P.J.  Early,  radio  officer,  left  this  field,  Oct.  28th,  cn  an  inter- 
island mission  to  Upolu  Point  and  Parkers  Ranch,  located  cn  the  island  of  Hawaii. 
They  obtained  detailed  data  regarding  landing  field  facilities  on  this  island, 
returning  to  Luke  Eield,  October  30th. 

Twenty- six  recruits  were  received  at  this  station  when  the  Transport  "Somme" 
arrived,  October  25th,  and  from  all  reports  given  out  they  are  a mighty  clean 
and  soldierly  group  of  men.  The  following  men  returned  from  the  mainland  where 
they  have  been  enjoying  their  furloughs:  Sgt.  Grant,  St. Sgt.  Modezeleski  (who 
was  promoted  from  Sergeant  to  Staff  Sergeant  while  on  furlough)  Cpls.  Holland 
and  Wilcox,  Pvts . Johnson  and  Keller.  All  of  the  furlough  men  while  expressing 
themselves  as  enjoying  their  visit  to  the  States,  stated  they  were  glad  to  get 
back  to  Luke  Eield  again. 

The  entire  detachment  will  be  kept  under  a 10-day  quarantine,  at  the  close 
of  which  the  furlough  men  will  report  to  their  organizations  for  duty  and  the 
recruits  will  then  undergo  an  extensive  training  program  before  being  assigned 
to  duty. 

Capt.  John  P.  Temple  and  family  arrived  aboard  the  "Somme"  on  Get.  25th. 
Capt.  Temple  was  on  duty  at  Ross  Field,  Calif. 

1st  Lieut.  Ulysses  G.  Jones,  recently  on  duty  at  Ft.  Bragg,  N.C.,  arrived 
with  his  family  on  the  transport  "Somme" , reporting  at  this  station  for  duty. 

1st  Lieut.  Harry  E.  Rouse  arrived  with  his  family  aboard  the  "Somme"  and 
reported  to  this  station  for  duty.  His  last  station  was  the  Fairfield  Air 
Depot,  Fairfield,  Ohio. 

1st  Lieut.  Harry  G.  Montgomery  of  this  station  was  transferred  to  the 
Hawaiian  Air  Depot,  Honolulu,  T.H. 

ATHLETICS : 

"Luke  Field  Holds  Exciting  Swimming  Meet" 

Over  fifty  men,  representing  the  four  squadrons  and  including  the  Staff 
Section,  met  in  one  of  the  most  thrilling  athletic  events  ever  held  at  this 
station.  A large  crowd  gathered  on  the  shore  of  Ford  Island  to  witness  the 
many  races,  keeping  up  a continual  cheering  for  their  favorite  entrants.  The 
Staff  section  succeeded  in  carrying  away  the  "Colors",  after  a close  and  de- 
cisive race  with  the  4th  Observation  Squadron  which  retired  in  second  place 
only  three  points  behind  that  of  the  winning  team.  The  65th  Service  Squadron 
took  third  place  by  a max  gin  of  three  -points  in  the  rear  of  the  4th  Squadron. 

The  Fancy  Diving  contest  proved  to  be  the  most  popular  event  of  the  pro- 
gram, and  the  contestants  in  this  event  gave  a real  performance  in  their  skill, 
each  one  trying  his  best  to  outpoint  his  proficient  opponents.  He nt home , 
from  the  65th  Squadron,  won  this  event  by  a close  margin,  as  Story  from  the  4th 
Squadron  gave  an  exhibition  that  was  also  worthy  of  first  place.  Bufo  from  the 
Staff  Section  took  third  place  and  gave  a remarkable  performance. 


The  following  is  the  results  of  the  meet : 

Staff  Section.  ..........  ...  29  points. 

4th  Observation  Squadron  .............  26  " 

65th  Service  Squadron.  ..............  23  " 

72nd  Bombardment  Squadron.  . . . ' .11  " 

23rd  Bombardment  Squadron.  ............  3 " 


Hall  from  the  Staff  Section  was  the  outstanding  star  of  the  meet,  winning 
a total  of  161-  points  of  the  29  piled  iip  by  his  winning  team. 

Judges  for  the  Meet  were  Captains  Raymond  E.  O'Neill,  Herbert  A.  Rinard, 
Lieuts.  L.P.  Holcomb  and  Carl  W . Pyle.  Lieut.  James  F.J.  Early  was  the  referee 
and  starter  of  the  events. 

As  a result  of  the  Volley  Ball  tournament  and  the  Swimming  Meet,  the  fol- 
lowing points  were  won  by  the  respective  organizations  for  the  Kuntz-Moses 
Trophy.  The  Basketball  and  Boxing  tournaments  are  to  be  competed  for. 
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Staff  Section 

■4th  Observation  Sq.uad.ron 
72nd.  Bombardment  Squadron 
65th  Service  Squadron.  . 

23rd  Bombardment  Squadron 

Middletown  Air  De-pot,  Pa.,  November  7th. 

Lieut .-Col.  Ira  Longanecker,  A.C.,  and  Major  Harry  H.  Arnold,  A.C.,  visit- 
ed the  Air  Depot  on  official  business  during  October. 

Major -General  Smedley  D.  Butler,  U.S.M.C. , arrived  in  Harrisburg  on  the 
evening  of  Oct.  25th  to  deliver  a lecture  at  a banquet  given  by  'the  local  chap- 
ter of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars.  Major  Houghton  served  on  the  Reception 
Committee  to  General  Butler  on  this  occasion. 

On  Monday  night,  October  7th,  Major  Houghton  delivered  an  address  on  "Avia- 
tion and  Industry"  before  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Harrisburg  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, at  the  Penn-Harris  Hotel,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  There  were  approximately  400 
guests . 

On  October  15th  Major  Houghton  departed  for  temporary  duty  at  the  Materiel 
Division,  for  the  purpose  of  a conference  pertaining  to  Supply  and  Engineering 
matters. 

During  the  month  of  October  ten  airplanes  were  given  major  overhaul  - three 
Bombardment,  four  Observation,  one  Attack  and  two  Training  types. 

The  Middletown  Air  Depot  Golf  Club  wound  up  a most  successful  season  with 
a large  general  meeting  and  Dutch  supper  on  Monday  night,  October  21st,  in  the 
Officers'  Club.  Fifty  members  were  present  and  were  ably  entertained  and  din- 
ed by  a committee  headed  by  Capt.  Christine  and  Dr.  Blecher.  The  finals  in 
the  Championship  Tournament  of  the  Club  were  played  off  by  Lieut.  McGregor  and 
Mr.  Harry  Short  for  the  first  flight,  and  Capt.  Christine  and  Lieut.  Harris  for 
the  second  flight.  The  winners  received  appropriate  silver  cups  and  the  runners' 
up  were  given  prizes  of  golfing  merchandise.  Plans  are  already  in  progress  for 
a bigger  and  more  successful  year  next  season. 

Plans  for  the  Basketball  season  are  already  under  way,  with  Capt.  Dunn 
making  tentative  schedules  and  arrangements  for  games. 

Marshall  Field,  Ft.  Riley,  Kansas,  November  5th. 

2nd  Lieuts.  Lords  Ellis  Massie,  Summcrsville , Mo.,  and  William  Charles 
Dolan,  of  Superior,  Wise.,  both  of  the  Air  Corps  Reserve,  reported  for  duty  at 
Marshall  Field,  last  month.  Lieut.  Massie,  from  the  Observation  Section,  and 
Lieut.  Dolan,  from  the  Pursuit  Section;  graduated  from  the  Advanced  Flying 
School,  on  October  12th,  last. 

The  day  following  graduation  Lieut.  Dolan,  married  Miss  Inez  Koehler  of 
San  Antonio.  The  couple  took  two  weeks'  leave  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the 
new  routine  of  married  life  before  taking  up  their  residence  in  Junction  City, 
while  Dolan  makes  his  acquaintance  with  the  tactics  of  an  Observation  Squadron. 

The  Squadron ’ held  "party"  in  the  Mess  Hall  on  October  29th. 

■Lieut.  Charles  T.  Skew,  rings  the  school  bell  for  the  officers  every  after- 
noon now.  One  absence  flunks  the  course.  Charlie  is  adamant,  and  whether  you 
are  on  a general  Court  or  at  a football  game,  :no  excuses  are  accepted. 

Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111,  November . 15th. • 

On  Saturday,  November  9th,  .the  Army-Illinois  football  game  was  an  emormous 
affair.  Chanute  Field,  being  only  14  miles  from  the  stadium,  has  a great  num- 
ber of  visitors.  After  the  game  a buffet  supper  was  given  by  the  Officers1 
Club  to  all  visiting  officers,  their  wives  and  guests,  and  a dance  was  held 
immediately  afterwards.  Although  the  Army  team  lost,  the  spirits  of  our  Army 
guests  were  not  down.  Among  the  visitors  were: 

Caut.  W .33.  Lvnd;  Lieuts.  J.E.  Upston,  J .S  .Gullet ' and  Arthur  I.  Ennis, 
from  Washington,  P.C.;  Capt.  and  Mrs.  C.F.  Wheeler,  Capt. . and  Mrs.  C.F. Greene, 
Lieut,  and  Mrs.  B.F.  Lewis,  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  G.AV  Ross,  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Albert 
F.  Hegenberger,  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  A.C.Foulk,  Lieut . and  Mrs.  H.H.Carr,  Major  and 
Mrs.  H.H.  Arnold,  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Omer  0.  Niergarth,  Capt.  M.G.Healy,  Miss 
Healy,  Capt.  W.E.  Kenner,  Capt.  St.Clair  Streett,  1st  Lieuts.  A.W.  Vanaman, 

E.R.  McReynolds,  D.F.  St  ace,  C.S. Johnson,  J.B.Haddon,  Eugene  L.  Eubank  from 
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24  points. 
21  " 

15  " 

10  " 

2 ». 


Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio;  1st  Lieut.  E.H.  Metzger,  B.R.King(Air  Res.), Lieut, 
and  Mrs.  A.W .Martenstein,  Lieut.  A.H.  Ohmer  (Reserve)  and  Cant.  David  Grove  from 
Dayton,  Ohio;  Capts.  L.T .Miller,  McCullough,  Ira  R . Koenig,  Lieut.  Courtland 
Brown  a.nd  Lieut.  J.P.  Kidwell  from  Scott  Field,  111.;  Col.  Russell  P.  Reeder, 
Ma.iors  G.H.  Peabody,  R.L.  Creed,  V.E .Pritchard,  Oscar  Westover;  Lieut.  H.P. 

Rush,  from  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kansas;  Major  Hendricks,  Lieuts.  C.P.Gilger,  L.E. 
Massie,  P.C.  Plains,  C.B.  Hutchinson,  W . A . Bagher , John  Murtaugh  and  M.C. Robinson 
from  Ft.  Riley,  Kansas;  Lieuts.  William  R.  Tomey,  J.M.Lamont  and  Webster  Ander- 
son, from  Ft.  Brady,  Mich.;  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  F.A.  Johnson,  Lieuts.  P ,E .Shanahan, 
F.R.  Upthegrove,  A.W.  Reed,  Mrs.  M.C.  Johnson  and  the  Misses  Johnson  from  Self- 
ridge Field,  Mich.;  Capt . Edward  Laughlin,  Lieut.  R.J.  Minty  and  Mrs.  Parker 
from  Fairfield,  Ohio;  ^ieut . and  Mrs.  C .M .Cummings,  Lieut.  M.E.  North  from 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  Majors  H.J.  Houghland  and  G.R.  Hicks  from  Omaha,  Nebr.;  Lieut, 
and  Mrs.  Mates,  Lieut.  Robertson  and  Miss  Harris,  from  Chicago,  111.;  Lieut. 

R.A.  Machle,  from  Panama;  Lieut.  B.E.  Gates,  from  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y.;  Col.  T.M. 
Raborg  from  New  York  City;  Lieut.  Harvey  L.  Boyden  from  Kelly  Field,  Texas; 
Lieut.  Ob  E . McIntyre,  from  Purdue  UniV'-;  rsit3^,  Ind.;  Mesdames  Beck,  Rogers  and 
Robertson  from  Belleville,  111.  and  Messrs.  John  P.  Old,  Beck,  Weslerbiett  and 
Lewis  Robbins. 

General  Charles  P.  Summerall,  Chief  of  Staff,  U.S.  Army,  accompanied  by 
Major  General  Frank  Parker,  Commanding  General  of  the  6th  Corps  Area,  inspected 
and  looked  over  Chanute  Field  on  the  morning  of  November  9th. 

The  Chanute  Field  football  team,  under  the  coaching  of  Lieut . "Lighthorse 
Harry”  Wilson,  Lieuts.  Andrew  F.  Solter  and  James  S.  Stowell,  journeyed  to 
Scott  Field  for  a game  on  November  11th.  Scott  won  14  to  7,  but  the  score  does 
not  indicate  the  excellence  of  the  playing  of  the  Chanute  team. 

113th  Observation  Squadron  Indiana  National  Guard,  Nov.  23rd . 


On  Armistice  Day  a three-ulane  formation  of  Douglas  02-H's,  led  by  Major 
R.F. Taylor,  flew  Major-General  William  G.  Everson  on  an  Armistice  Day  speaking 
tour,  covering  eastern  and  central  Indiana.  Lieuts.  Cecil  F.  Reynolds  and 
Paul  A.  Zartman  flew  the  escort  ships.  General  Everson,  recently  appointed 
Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Militia  Bureau,  was  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  prior  to  that  time  was  in  command  of  the  76th  Brigage  of  the 
38th  Division. 

Due  to  Lieut.  Metzger’s  Tfeurning  ambition  to  become  proficient  in  the  art 
of  landing  a PT-1  on  a 30-foot  runway,  it  might  become  necessary  to  request 
from  The  Adjutant  General’s  Office  additional  funds  to  cover  the  cost  of 
shock  cord  and  tail  skids. 

The  Squadron  gave  a dinner-dance  for  the  officers  and  their  wives  and 
friends  cn  evening  of  November  15th,  and  it  was  a huge  success.  Lieuts. 

Metzger,  Morgan  and  Zartman  certainly  functioned  perfectly  as  an  entertainment 
committee.  Lieut.  Stowell  acted  as  official  registrar.  No  dinner  dance  could 
be  complete  without  an  official  registrar  - we  found  that  out. 

One  incident  in  the  evening’s  revelry  is  shrouded  in  mystery  - the  sudden 
disappearance  of  Lieut.  Matt  Carpenter.  He  won* t tell  anyone  just  what  took 
place . 

If  any  squadron  seems  to  be  lagging  just  a little  in  pep  and  enthusiasm, 
drop  a line  to  our  entertainment  committee  - they  can  put  a kick  in  any  outfit. 

Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas,  Nov.  21st. 

Brigadier- General  Edward  L.  King,  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  G-3,  accom- 
panied by  Major  John  3.  Brooks,  General  Staff cCorps,  Captains  Willis  Hale  and 
William  J.  Flood,  from  the  Office  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  visited  Fort  Crockett, 
arriving  in  a C-9  transport  Nov.  12th.  The  pur-  ose  of  the  visit  was  the  in- 
spection of  training  activities  of  the  Third  Attack  Group . General  King  was 
entertained  both  on  the  post  and  in  the  city  of  Galveston.  The  party  left  for 
Kelly  Field  on  November  15th. 

The  post  was  visited  by  the  Hon.  Melvin  J.  Maas,  M.C.,  a member  of  the 
Military  Affairs  Committee,  on  Nov.  13th.  Congressman  Maas  is  making  a tour  of 
various  Army  posts  in  an  02-H  airplane,  piloted  by  Lieut.  Stranathan. 

The  arrival  of  the  13th  Attack  Squadron  enlarged  the  Group  by  129  enlisted 
men.  Seventy-seven  rnen  from  Langley  Field  were  assigned  to  the  new  squadron, 
and  52  men  already  here  were  assigned  and  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  organ- 
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Promotions  in  noncommissioned  grades  in  the  3rd -Attack  G-roup,  for  the 
period  October  15th  .to  Hot.  20th,  were  as  follows: 

Sgt . Marcus  J.  Denson,  ,’SOth  Attack  Squadron,  to  Staff  Sergeant. 

Corporal  Arthur  J.  Mai do on,  90th  Attack  Squadron,  to  Sergeant. 

Private,  1st  cl.  Shelby  S.  Tarter,  90th  Attack  Squadron,  to  Corporal. 

Corporal  Bert  A.  Arnold,  Hqrs.  Detachment,  to  Sergeant. 

Private,  1st  Cl.  John  Belechak,  Hqrs.  Detachment,  to  Corporal. 

Sergeant  Harvey  A.  Henry,  60th  Service  Squadron,  to  Staff  Sergeant. 

Corporal  Edward  McQuiro,  SOth  Service  Squadron,  to  Sergeant. 

The  Port  Crockett  football  team  was  defeated  last  Sundat  by  the  officials, 
but. not- by  a disgraceful  score  - Dr.  Peppers  7,  Port  Crockett  0.  Here’s  hoping 
they  accept  Lieut.  Simonton’s  terms  on  a return,  game. 

On  Tuesday  night  Stan.  Stanley  appeared  a.t  the  .Post  Theatre  and  gave -the 
soldiers  a splendid  exhibition  in  muscle  control  and  physical  culture.  He 
freed  himself  from  the  combined  efforts  of  six  men  in  eight  minutes  and  forty 
seconds. 

Volley  ball  will  start  this  week  when  the  court  will  be  completed  and 
ready  for  use. 

Lieut.  Virgil  Hino,  A.C.,  was  assigned  to  the  Group  for  duty  and  will  take 
command  of  the  SOth  Attack  Squadron.  Ho  arrived  by  car  from  Self ridge  Eield, 
Mich. , on  November  6th. 

Lieut.  F-.F.  Everest,  Jr.,  A.C.  (F.A.)  joined  the  Group  for  duty. 

2nd  Lieut.  Conger  Poage , A.C.  Deserve,  was  assigned  to  the  Group  for 
active  duty.  . ■ 

Major  John  H.  Jouett,'  G.O.  of  Port  Crockett  and  the  3rd  Attack  Group,  ac- 
companied by  Lieut.  G.A.  McHenry,  Adjutant,  left  October  30th  to  attend  the 
Air  Corps  Tactical  Board  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  The  Board  met  to  review  designs  sub- 
mitted for  an  attack  airplane,  type  XA-7.  Major  Jouett  was- recalled  to  Dayton 
for  further  conference  in  connection  with  this  Board,  and  left  by  train  Nov. 
13th,  returning  the  17th. 

Lieut.  Ivan  M.  Palmer,  with  four  passengers,  enroute  to  Chanuto  Field, 
111.,  departed  from  this  station  in  C~9  transport  on  Nov.  15th,  stopping  at 
Kelly  Field  to  take  on  additional  enlisted  men  as  passengers. 

The  training  program  of  the  Group,  outlined  by  Captain  Lloyd  Harvey, 
Operations  Officer,  consisted  of  aerial  gunnery' in  accordance  with  TD-440-40, 
formation  flying  and  the  instruction  of  the  new  officers  to  familiarize  them 
with  our  equipment.  The  reassignment  of  ships,  so  as  to  include  the  13th 
Scraadron,  has  been  completed. 

The  X-PT-5  airplane , which  was  sent  to  the  factory  for  overhaul,  was  re- 
turned to  the  Group  and  is  ready  for  use. 

The  Armament  Section  has  been  conducting  a.  test  on  delayed  fuse  bombs. 

From  zero  altitude  the  bombs  exploded  approximately  seven  seconds  after  being 
dropped. 

The  Group  received  a new  Buick  Ambulance  which  is  stationed  at  the  field 
during  duty  hours. 

On  October  26th  the  Air  Corps  Club,  Fort  Crockett,  gave  a Hallowe’en 
qiarty  at  the  Club,  honoring  tho  visiting  Naval' officers  from  the  U.S.S. 
GALVESTON,  in  "port  that  day  for  the  celebration  of  Navy  Bay,  and  tho  22  Brooks 
Field  officers  who  accompanied' their  football  team  to  Fort  Crockett.  Many 
civilian  guests. were  present,  as  well  as  officers-  from  other  branches  of  the 
service. 

On  November. 8th  the  Club  gave  its  monthly  dinner  dance  at  "Kit  Eat”,  the 
first  of  the  winter  series. 

A Military  Wedding  took  -place  at  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  in 
Galveston  on  Nov.  11th,  when  Miss  Louie  Van  Name,  of  Galveston,  became  the 
bride  of  Lieut.  Diehard- Henry  Lee,  A.C.,  a member  of  the  Group. 

Coming  social  activities  of  the  Club  include  the  annual  Thanksgiving 
Party  scheduled  for  November  22nd,  at  which  time  tho  Orchestra  of  the  Third 
Attack  Group  Band  will  make  their  debut,  and  a party  on  December  14th  by  the 
Ladies  Bridge  Club  in  honor  of  the  officers  of  the  iiost. 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information ' on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  Rational 
Guard,  and  others  connected. .with. aviation. 

- — 0O0 : ’ 

PROMOTION  BILL  REFERRED  TO'  H0USE: 

Senate  Bill  ITo.  4,  which  was  introduced  by  Senator  Reed,  of  Pennsylvania, 
on  April  18,  1929,  during  the  first  session  of  the  71st'-' Congress , and  passed  by 
the  upper  chamber  on  May  15,  1929,  is  now  up  for  consideration  by  the  Military 
Affairs  Committee  of. the  House  of  Representatives,  the  bill  having  been  re- 
ferred to  that  Committee  on  December  12,  1929,  during  the-  second  session. 

The  Hon.  F.  Trubee  Davison,  in  his  Annual  Report  for  the-  Fiscal  Year  end- 
ing June  30,  1929,  stated  with  reference  to  the  promotion  problem  in  the  Air 
Corps  - "Legislation  is  the.  only  remedy.  The  Furlo’w  Dill  as  it  passed  the  House 
the  last  two  sessions  of  Congress,  or  the  Air. Corps  provisions  of  Senate  Bill 
Ho.  4 as  originally  introduced  by  Senator  Reed  in  the  first  session  of  the  71st 
Congress,  are  unquestionably  the  most  satisfactory  solutions  to  this  most  press- 
ing problem.  I again  urge  that  one  of  these  measures,  or  one  containing  their 
provisions  in  substance,  be  enacted  into  lav;  at  the  next  session  of  Congress;" 

In  order  that  readers  of  the  Hews  Letter  may  know  what  effect  the  Reed  Bill 
would  have  on  the  promotion  of  Air  Corps  officers,  such  portions  thereof  as  re- 
late to  the  Air  Corps  are  quoted  below,  as  follows: 

"Sec.  3.  .That  flying^ off icers  commission  in: the  Air  Corps  in  the  grades  of 
first  lieutenant  and  Captain  shall  be  promoted  to  the  respective  next  higher 
grades  when  credited  for  promotion  under  provisions  of  this  act  with  seven  and 
twelve  years  of  service,  respectively.  When  promotion'as  hereinbefore  prescrib- 
ed in  this  and  preceding  sections  of  this  act  fails  to  provide  the  Air  Corps 
with  the  per  centum  of  colonels,  lieutenant  colonels  and  majors  hereinafter 
specified  flying  officers  commissioned  in  the  Air  Corps  shall  be  promoted  in  the 
order  of  their  relative  standing  on  the  promotion  list  so  that  the  number  of  Air 
Corps  officers  in  the  grade  of  colonel  shall  be  3 per  centum,  in  the  grade  of 
lieutenant  colonel  4 per  centum,  and  in  the  grade  of  major  18  per  centum,  re- 
spectively, of  the  total  number  of  officers  commissioned  in  the  Air  Corps,  frac- 
tions being  disregarded  in  computing  said  numbers.  Flying  officers  of  the  Air 
Corps  promoted  to  the  grades  of  lieutenant  colonel  and  colonel  under  provisions 
of  this  section  shall  be  additional  numbers  therein  and  shall  not  be  counted  in 
computing  the  maximum  percentage  for  such  grades  hereinbefore  prescribed  in  this 
act;  and  flying  officers  of  the  Air  Corps  promoted  to  the  grade  of  major  under 
the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  be  counted  in  computing  the  minimum  of 
25  per  centum  of  promotion-list  field  officers  required  to  be  maintained  by 
section  1 of  this  act.  Any  flying  officer  of • the  Air  Corps  promoted  under  pro- 
visions of  this  section  who  may  become  surplus  in  the  grade  of  major,  lieutenant 
colonel,  or  colonel  by  reason  of  a subsequent  decrease  in  the  total  number  of 
officers  commissioned  in  the  ‘Air  Corps  shall  be  an  additional  number  in  his 
grade  in  the  Air, Corps  until  absorbed.  , The,  term  'flying  officer’  as  used  in 
this  act  shall  be  construed  to  mean  a,' flying  officer  as  defined  by  section  13a 
of  the  national  defense  act  as  amended.'  ’ " h.' 

* Sec.  4.  Length  of  service  for  promotion  under  this  act  shall  be  computed 
as, follows: 

First.  Each’ promotion-list  officer  originally  commissioned  in  the  Regular 
Army  as  of  a date  prior  to  July  2,  1920,'  without  prior  Federal  commissioned  ser- 
vice, whose,  active  commissioned  service  shall  have  been  continuous  since  accep- 
tance of  original  commission,  shall  be  credited  with  the  full  period  from  the 
date  of  such  original  commission. 

Second.  . Each  promotion-list  officer  commissioned  in  the  Regular  Army  or 
Philippine  Scouts  as  of  a -date  prior  t6  Jiily  2,  1920,  who  is  not  included  in 
the  category  defined  in  the  preceding  subparagraph  shall  be  credited  with  a 
length  of  service  equal  to  that  accredited  to  the  officer  of  said  category  whose 
name  appears  nearest  above  his  on  the  promotion  list. 

Third.  Each  promotion-list  officer  originally  commissioned  in  the  grade 
of  second  lieutenant  in  the  Regular  Army  or  Philippine  Scouts  as  of 'a  date  after 
July  1,  1920,  shall  be  credited  only -with  the  period  of  service  from  the  date  of 
such  original  commission:  Provided,  That  each  promotion-list  officer  not  includ- 
ed in  any  of  the  foregoing  categories  and  each  officer  of  said  categories  whose 
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original  relative  position  on  the  promotion  list  shall  have  been  changed  or  af- 
fected by  sentence  of  court-martial., ....by  special  enactment-; 'by  discontinuity  of 
his  active  service,  or  by  suspension  from  promotion,  shall  be  credited  with  such 
lepgth  of  service  for  promotion  as  the  Secretary  of  Uar  shall  determine  to  be 
appropriate  to  his  relative:  position  on  the  promotion  list." 

Section  5 repeals,  excepting -Section  190,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
States,  all  laws  or  parts  of  laws  restricting  the  freedom  of  persons  on  the  re- 
tired lists  of  the  Regular  Army  who  are  otherwise  eligible  to  accept  any  civil 
office  or  employment,.! Or  affecting  their  retired  status  or  retired  pay  on  ac- 
count of  holding  any  civil  office  or  employment  and  receiving  the  compensation 
thereof.  Any  such,- person  who  may  be  employed  in  any  civil  office  or  position 
under  authority  of > .the  United  States  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  full  com- 
pensation allotted  to  such  office  or  position  without  regard  to  such : person’ s 
retired  pay. 

Any  officer  of  the  Regular  Army  or  Philippine  Scouts  who  shall  have  served 
35  years  or  more,  including  all  service  counted  towards  eligibility  for  volun- 
tary retirement  under  existing- laws,  including  this  act,  shall,  if  he  makes 
application  therefor  to  the  President,  be  retired  from  active  service  and  placed 
upon  the  unlimited  retired  list.  In  the  event  of  reaching  the  age  of  sixty 
years  or  serving  forty  years,-  an -officer  may  be  retired  from  active  service, 
without  the  action  of  a retiring  board,  at  the  discretion  of  the  President, 
and  placed  upon  the  unlimited  retired  list.  In  computing  eligibility  for  vol- 
untary retirement  of  officers  of  the  Army  each  officer  shall,  in  addition  to 
all  service  now  credited  under  existing  lav/s,  he  credited  with  additional  con- 
structive credit  equal  to  one-half  the  time,  if  any,  that  he  shall  have  been 
actually  detailed  to  duty  involving  flying,  except  in  time  of  war.  Plying  of- 
ficers of  the  Air  Corps  who  become  physically  disqualified  for  all  flying  duty 
shall  be  eligible  for  retirement  for  physical  disability. 

Section  6 provides  that  during  each  fiscal  year  promotion-list  officers  who 
were  originally  appointed  in  the  Regular  Army  or  Philippine  Scouts  prior  to 
July  1,  1920,  or  as  of  that  date,  may  file  applications  to  be  transferred  from 
the  active  list.  Such  transfers  on  or  before  June  30  of  each  fiscal  year  must 
be  recommended  by  a board  of  general  officers  and  will  not  exceed  one  per  centum 
of  the  maximum  authorized  number  of  promotion  list  officers  of  all  grades. 
Retired  pay  will  be  conrputed  at  the  rate  of  2-§-  per  centum  of  active  pay,  multi- 
plied by  the  number  of  complete  years  of  service,  but  not  exceeding  thirty  years. 

. Any  officer  originally  appointed  in  the  Regular  Army  as  of  July  1,  1920,  at 
an  age  greater  than  45  years,  may  if  he  so  elects,  in  lieu  of  the  retired  pay 
at  the  rate  above  provided,  receive  retired  pay  at  the  rate  of  4 per  centum  of 
active  pay  for  each  complete  year  of  commissioned  service  in  the  United  States 
Army,  not  exceeding  75  per  centum  of  active  pay. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  promotion  of  2nd  lieutenants,  Majors  and  Lieut. - 
Colonels  is  not  mentioned  in  Section  3,  heretofore  quoted.  Under  the  provisions 
of  Section  2,  2nd  Lieutenants  are  required  to  be  credited,  for  purpose  of  pro- 
motion to  the  next  grade,  three  years  of  service;  Majors,  twenty  years,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonels,  twenty-six  years. 

oOo — :- 

SECRETARY  OE  UAR  VISITS  THE  CAHAL  ZOHE 

. ’ X.  A > ' ' 1 ■ 

The  visit  to  the  Canal  Zone  of  Colonel  Patrick  J.  Hurley,  Secretary  of  War , 
was  of  interest  not  only  to  the  Army,  but  an  occasion  to  the  Canal  employees  and 
the  citizens  of  the  Republic  of  Panama. 

The  transport  on -which.  Colonel  Hurley  was  a passenger  was  met  outside  of 
the  entrance  to  the  harbor  by  the  Panama  Air  Force,  the  planes  passing  in  review 
in  welcome  to  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Hurley.  The  official  inspection  of  France  Field 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  was  made  several  days  later.  The  time  of  the  aerial 
review  and  inspection  was  8:30.  The  Commanding  General  and  Staff  arrived  by 
train,  and  Colonel  Hurley  arrived  by  air,"  coming  from  the  Pacific  side  of  the 
Isthmus. 

The  inspection  of  the  planes  and  personnel  completed,  the  formations  took 
the  air.  The  planes  passed  in  review  in  perfect  formation,  even  the  Group 
Operations  Officer,  Lieut.  E.D.  Jones,  admitting  that  fact.  Colonel  Hurley  then 
met  all  the  officers,  familiarized  himself  with  various  problems  confronting  the 
Air  Corps  in  the  Canal  Zone.,  and  departed  on  an  inspection  tour  of  other 
Atlantic  side  posts. 
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Two  other  trips  of  intorostma.de  hy  Col.  Hurley  were  an  aerial  tour  of  the 
Canal  Zone,  accompanied  hy  representatives  of  the  press,  and  a trip  to  David, 

Republic  of  Panama.  The  trip  to  David  was  an  event  which  will  long  he  remem- 
bered by  the  people  of  that  city,  and  Colonel  Hurley  made  many  friends.  This 

quiet  visit  will  be  spoken  of  for  many  years,  as  Colonel  Hurley  arrived  un- 

heralded, accompanied  only  by  the  pilot  of  his  plane  and  the  pilot  and  mechanic 
of  the  escort  plane.  It  is  probably  the  first  time  in  history  that  a-  Secretary 
of  T7ar  has  flown  over  the  Republic  to  visit  this  beautiful  Central  American 
city,  which  was  very  difficult  to  reach  until  the  airplane  came  as  a means  of 
transportation  . It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Air  Corps  has  had  the  privilege 
of  visiting  various  localities  in  the  interior  of  Panama,  and  the  courtesy  ex- 
tended by  the  citizens  of  the  Republic  has  formed  the  basis,  in  many  instances, 
of  life  long  friendships. 

0O0 

TRAINING  OR  THE  WASHINGTON  NATIONAL  GUARD  AIR  SERVICE 

In  its  possibilities  for  training,  the  41st  Division  Air  Service  has  en- 
joyed several  advantages  in  the  matter  of  work  with  other  branches  of  the  Army 
that  have  not  fallen  to  the  lot  of  every  National  Guard  Squadron.  The  regular 
army  post,  Port  George  Wright,  is  situated  only  a few  miles  from  Felts  Field, 
which  has  made  possible  many  Infantry- Air  Service  problems  which  have  given  the 
personnel  of  both  outfits  profitable  training  and  experience.  Colonel  Partello, 
the  Commanding  Officer  of  Fort  George  Tvright,  has  always  evidenced  a great  deal 
of  interest  in  all  National  Guard  training,  both  in  the  161st  Infantry  branch 
and  in  the  Division  Aviation.  His  attitude  has  greatly  facilitated  the  success- 
ful planning  and  development  of  training  plans  involving  the  Regular  Amy  and 
the  41st  Division. 

A problem  of  this  nature  involving  air  defense  by  Infantry  was  carried  out 
on  November  21st,  22nd  and  23rd.  The  first  section  of  the  exercise  was  in- 
struction to  the  Infantry  in  handling  anti-aircraft  and  machine  gun  weapons  in 
defense.  Sergeants  Simpson  and  Hansen  of  the  Air  Service  took  the  field  with 
the  Infantry,  aiding  them  in  the  use  and  handling  of  the  Lewis  gun  mounted  with 
camera  gun  equipment.  Major  Haynes,  commanding  the  Squadron,  flew  an  02-K  for 
target,  while  the  Infantrymen  took  turns  at  the  camera  gun.  The  film  was  de- 
veloped by  the  Squadron*  s Photo  Section  and  turned  over  to  the  Infantry  for 
information  at  the  critique. 

In  the  second  section  of  the  exercise,  the  Fort  Hright  troops  took  the 
field  at  dawn  on  November  23rd,  traveling  over  a pre- determined  route  giving 
the  maximum  terrain  variety,  to  a point  down  the  valley  of  the  Spokane  River. 
Observers  and  machine  gunners  from  the  Squadron  simulated  aviation  attack  at 
various  positions  en  route,  the  Infantry  deploying  according  to  their  conmanderb 
decision  on  defense  tactics. 

Observers  in  the  airplanes  noted  the  varying  visibility  of  the  troops,  and 
the  effectiveness  of  their  deployment  to  cover.  At  the  route  terminal  the 
ground  troops  occupied  an  open  plain,  where  they  were  subject  to  a harrassing 
attack,  defending  themselves  with  machine  guns  and  anti-aircraft.  Silhouettes 
representing  man-power,  animals,  etc.,  were  then  placed  on  the  ground,  the  live 
troops  retiring  to  a place  of  safety. 

On  a panel  signal  Major  Haynes,  with  Lieut.  Holter  as  his  gunner,  then 
made  several  traverses  of  this  ground  target,  using  live  ammunition.  Other  of- 
ficers from  the  Squadron  talcing  part  in  the  problem  were  Captain  R.W.  Owen, 

Lieut s.  Claude  Owen,  Edgar  Bigelow  and  Dwight  Smith. 

In  a letter  to  Major  Haynes  following  the  exercise,  Colonel  Partello  stat- 
ed that  his  men  load  received  valuable  first-hand  experience,  and  a much  better 
general  odea  of  the  conditions  under  an  air  attack,  its  dangers,  and  the  most 
effective  defense  methods. 

• oOo 

THE  PASSING  OF  AN  OLD  TIPS  BOMBER 

The  News  Letter  Correspondent  from  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  di- 
vulges a bit  of  Air  Corps  history,  stating  that  on  November  7th  last  the  Martin 
Bomber  at  France  Field,  known  as  Number  Four,  made  its  last  flight.  It  was 
manufactured  in  1923,  had  two  major  overhauls  and  five  sets  of  engines.  Ex- 
pressing the  belief  that  this  probably  was  the  last  of  this  type  plane  in  the 
Air  Corps,  he  adds  that  when  it  is  considered  what  has  been  accomplished  by  the 
Martin  Bomber,  great  credit  is  due  the  designer. 
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HELIUM.  REPURIFICATIOH  PLAITT  A PATOTG  IlWESTMEtTT 

An  outlay  of  $44,370.00  was  required  to  construct  the  Helium  Repurifica- 
tion plant  at  Scott  "Field,  Belleville,  111.,  almost  two  years  ago.  This  plant 
has  operated  continuously  for  a period  of  19  months,  during  which  time  it  has 
earned  the  total  sum  of  $65,884.00.  Deducting  the  cost  of  the  plant  from  the 
earnings  leaves  a balance  on  the  credit  side  of  the  ledger  of  $21,514.00. 

The  earning  propensities  of  the  repur if i cat ion  plant  is  arrived  at  in  the 
following  manner:  In  the  19-months’  period  alluded  to  above,  a total  of 
2,662,713  cubic  feet  of  Helium  was  repurified.  To  have  effected  the  repurifica- 
tion of  this  quantity  of  Helium  under  the  system  in  vogue  prior  to  the  erection 
of  the  Scott  Field  plant  would  have  entailed  expenditures  at  the  rate  of  $26.00 
per  one  thousand  feet,  as  against  a cost  of  $1.25  per  one  thousand  feet  at 
Scott  Field,  or  a saving  of  $24.75. 

In  a report  covering  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Field  Helium  Repurifica- 
tion plant,  recently  submitted  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  that  field,  Lt.-Col. 
John  A.  Paegelow,  Air  Corps,  he  stated: 

"Prior  to  the  installation  of  the  Helium  repurification  plant  at  Scott 
Field,  the  impure  Helium  as  received  from  the  airship  was  pumped  to  the  Gas 
Plant,  at  which  point  it  was  compressed  into  small  cylinders  at  2,000  pounds 
per  square  inch,  after  which  the  cylinders  were  loaded  into  a box  car  and 
shipped  to  Fort  Forth,'  Texas,  and  there  unloaded  from  the  car,  then  emptied  in- 
to a storage  holder,  after  which  the  gas  was  repurified  and  recompressed  into 
cylinders,  which  wore  again  loaded  into  a box  car,  and  after  an  indefinite 
time  the  gas  arrived  at  Scott  Field,  where  said  cylinders  were  unloaded  from 
the  car  and  placed  in  the  storage  dump.  The  cost  of  this  operation  was  $26.00 
per  thousand  cubic  feet. 

To  recondition  impure  Helium  at  the  Scott  Field  Base  Helium  Repurification 
Plant,  only  one  operation  is  necessary,  viz:  The  impure  Helium  is  received 
direct  from  the  ship  to  the  plant  where  it  is  rexourif ied,  and  as  the  pressure 
necessary  for  repurification  must  be  2,150  pounds  per  square  inch,  no  further 
stage  of  compression  is  needed  to  store  directly  into  cylinders  against  demand. 
Further,  the  cost  of  reconditioning  at  this  plant  is  arrived  at  by  computing 
the  number  of  kilowatt  hours  consumed,  the  la.bor  charges,  lubricating  oil,  fuses, 
waste,  etc.;  cooling  water  for  the  compressors  is  drawn  from  and  returned  to  the 
gas  holder  tanks.  These  various  charges  are  added  up  at  the  completion  of  each 
job  of  repurification  and  the  definite  figure  of  $1.25  per  thousand  feet  of 
impure  Helium  processed  lias  been  arrived  at  after  having  repurified  in  the  past 
nineteen  months  the  total  of  2,662,713  cubic  feet. 

Considering  the  saving  over  the  old  method  of  handling  impure  Helium,  a 
difference  of  $24.75  per  thousand  cubic  feet  is  apparent.  After  a detailed 
survey  of  the  entire  situation,  the  undersigned  urgently  recommended  the  instal- 
lation of  a permanent  Helium  re-purification  plant  at  Scott  Field,  in  collabora- 
tion xvith  Dr.  C.W.  Seibel  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  who  designed  the  installation. 
The  -personnel  of  the  Gas  Plant  assembled,  adapted  and  installed  the  entire  re- 
X?urif ication  unit.  * * * * 

Due  to  the  many  years  of  intensive  study  and  operation  of  extremely  tech- 
nical -problems  and  complicated  gas  producing  and  handling  equipment,  the  Gas 
Plant  personnel  were  well  qualified  to  assemble,  install,  operate  and  find  the 
answer  to  the  multitude  of  problems  Involved  in  this  typq  of  -plant  and  at  no 
time  finding  the  necessity  of  hiring  the  services  of  outside  experts. 

Too  much  credit  for  the  above  mentioned  installation  cannot  be  given  to 
Master  Sergeant  Herbert  J.  Bertram,  Air  Corps,  under  whose  ‘direct  supervision 
the  installation  was  made.  Em-ployed  in  this  work  there  were  thirteen  civilians 
who  had  no  previous  experience  tut  who  have  been  trained  at  this  field. 

— — oQo' — - 

THIRD  ATTACK  GROUP  MED  PLEASES  GALVEST0H 

■4 

That  the  3rd  Attack  C-roup  Band  loan  met  popular  approval  may  be  gathered 
from  the  fact  that  at  a recent  meeting  of  the  Cali'eston  Eocsters  Club,  a resolu- 
tion was  unanimously  adopted  conveying  to  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  the  appre- 
ciation of  that  organization,  as  well  as  the  citizens  of  Galveston  as  a whole, 
for  the  transfer  of  that  musical  organization  to  Eort  Crockett. 

What  was  formerly  the  15th  Field  Artillery  Band  at  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas, 
was,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Y/ar  Department,  rendered  in- 
active on  October  31,  1929,  all  of  the  personnel  thereof  being  reconstituted 
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the  following  day  into  the  3rd  Attack  Group  Band. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  military  hands  are  difficult  to  train  and  organize,  it 
was  thought  to  he  to  the  best  interests  of  the  service  to  preserve  the  hand  as 
a unit  rather  than  dispose  of  individual  members  thereof.  As  at  present  consti- 
tuted the  hand  numbers  29  men  of  the  following  grades:  one  Warrant  Officer,  one 
Technical  Sergeant,  one  Staff  Sergeant,  four  Sergeants,  two  Corporals,  nineteen 
Privates,  1st  Class,  and  one  Private. 

0O0— 

ANOTHER  SOURCE  OF  CURRENT  SUPPLY  FOR  LANDING 

LIGHTS . 

A recent  issue  of  the  News  Letter,  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Aeronautics, 
Navy  Department , states  that  the  Naval  Air  Station,  Coco  Solo,  adjoining  France 
Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  reports  having  devised  a scheme  for  using  the 
SE-1386-A  radio  generator  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  a Mark  I landing  light 
with  current  for  longer  periods  than  is  possible  by  the  use  of  batteries.  This 
scheme  is  reported  to  provide  sufficient  current  to  maintain  the  light  at  full 
intensity  not  only  while  flying  but  also  while  taxying  and  while  gliding  with  a 
dead  engine,  the  light  continuing  to  burn  until  the  airplane  has  landed  and  the 
speed  decreased  to  25  miles  per  hour.  The  details  of  this  equipment  are  given 
below: 

"An  old,  burned  out  plate  transformer  from  a type  SE-1385  aircraft  radio 
transmitter  was  dismantled  and  the  secondary  rewound,  with  sixteen  turns  of  No. 

8 double  cotton  covered  magnet  wire.  Since  the  primary  carried  200  turns  of 
number  17  wire  working  from  a terminal  voltage  of  200  volts,  there  resulted  in 
the  secondary  a terminal  voltage  of  from  twelve  to  sixteen  volts  at  full  load. 
This  voltage  was  governed  by  a rheostat  in  the  fields  of  the  radio  generator. 

The  transformer,  rheostat  and  an  A.C.  voltmeter  (scale  0 to  15  volts)  were 
mounted  in  a small  box  which  was  secured  on  the  radio  table  in  the  after  cock- 
pit of  a ISM-2  plane , where  the  voltmeter  could  be  easily  observed  by  the  radio- 
man and  the  field  rheostat  adjusted  when  necessary.  The  whole  unit  was  entirely 
inclosed  in  aluminum  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  the  transformer  terminals 
becoming  accidentally  shorted.  From  the  transformer  box  two  leads  were  run  to 
the  forward  cockpit,  where  an  inclosed  snap  switch,  easily  accessible  to  the 
pilot,  was  installed.  This  was  placed  in  series  with  the  field  rheostat,  thus 
enabling  the  pilot  to  control  the  lights  by  merely  breaking  the  small  current 
in  the  field  circuit  and  thereby  reducing  the  fire  hazard  to  a negligible  quan- 
tity. The  current  broken  by  this  switch  is  only  six  tenths  of  an  ampere  at  85 
volts.  In  addition  to  the  snap  switch  installed  in  the  pilot1 s cockpit,  there 
is  a double  pole,  double  throw  knife  switch  which  allows  the  pilots  to  select 
either  the  port  or  starboard  lights  at  will.  For  changing  from  radio  to  lights, 
a four  pole,  double  throw  switch  is  mounted  in  the  radio  cockpit,  where  it  is 
actuated  by  the  radio  operator  upon  prearranged  signals  from  the  pilot.  The 
increase  in  weight  involved  is  reported  to  be  12  pounds.11 

oCo — - 

NEW  PARACHUTE  MANUAL 

A most  interesting  booklet  under  the  title  of  11  The  Parachute  Rigger," 
(Training  Manual  No.  2170-72,  War  Department,  June  29,  1929)  was  recently  made 
public  by  the  War  Department.  Tie  sections  contained  in  this  manual  are  as 
follows : 

Parachute  Construction  Principles 

Specifications  for  Parachute  Materials 

Parachute  Maintenance  and  Repair 

Instructions  for  usinf  the  Parachute 

Several  diagrams  contained  in  booklet  tend  to  describe  the  appearance,  di- 
mensions and  method  of  packing  the  standard  parachute.  While  not  bulky,  the  20 
pages  form  a rather  complete  means  of  instruction  for  the  beginner,  at  the  same 
time  serving  as  a guide  and  reference  book  for  the  experienced  parachute  worker. 
The  latter  craftsman  is  becoming  quite  an  important  figure  in  the  organization 
of  large  flying  training  organizations  and,  of  course,  in  military  and  naval 
circles. 

The  booklet  may  be  obtained  for  a small  fee  from  the  Public  Printer,  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
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FAST  NON-STOP.  PLIGHT  PROM  TAMPA,  FLA.  TO  DAYTON,  0. 

The  balmy  climate  of  Tampa.  Fla. , did  not  prove  alluring  enough  to  Lieut. 
Clements  McMullen,  Air  Corps,  when  he  realized  that  Thanksgiving  Day  was  on 
the  morrow  with  the  customary  turkey  on  the  menu  for  his  dinner  in  his  home  in 
Dayton,  Ohio.  He  was  830  miles  away  from  home,  out  distance  doesn't  mean  much 
when  one  has  an  airplane  at  his  disposal. 

Lieut.  McMullen  took  off  from  Tampa  at  7:25  a.m. , Wednesday,  November  27th, 
and  his  Douglas  Observation  plane,  powered  with  a 425  h.p.  Pratt-Whitney  "Wasp" 
engine  kept  going  for  8 hours  and  5 minutes  until  at  3:30  p.m.  he  landed  at 
Wright  Field. 

It  happened  that  about  600  miles  of  the  total  distance  lay  through  bad 
weather,  but  it  came  at  the  most  convenient  locations.  There  was  rain  and  a 
low  ceiling  over  the  flat  lands  of  Florida,  but  on  approaching  the  Georgia 
mountains  the  weather  cleared,  giving  ample  ceiling  and  permitting  the  plane  to 
travel  at  7,000  feet  altitude.  On  nearing  the  Ohio  River  at  Lexington,  Ky., 
rain  came  on  again,  and  it  was  low  flying  the  remainder  of  the  way  to  Dayton. 

The  flight  started  with  head  winds  and  a speed  of  94  miles  per  hour  and 
ended  with  a tail  wind  which  gave  the  .plane  a speed  of  125  miles  per  hour.  Due 
to  the  shifting  of  winds,  Lieut.  McMullen  landed  an  hour  earlier  than  he  expect- 
ed. It  seemed  strange  enough  donning  winter  apparel  at  Tampa,  but  before  the 
flight  was  ended  much  heavier  apparel  could  have  been  borne  with  comfort. 

— — oOo 

SPORTS  COMPETITIONS  AT  ROCKWELL  FIELD 

■ Master  Sergeant  Willard  D.  Lucy,  Post  Sergeant  Major  at  Rockwell  Field, 
Coronado,  Calif. , is  planning  to  organize  a pistol  team  for  competitions 
throughout  the  southern  part  of  California.  Sergeant  Lucy,  a crack  pistol  shot, 
is  considered  to  bo  among  the  Army's  best  shots  with  the  .45.  He  reported  to 
Rockwell  Field  for  duty  several  weeks  ago  after  heading  the  Army  Air  Corps 
Pistol  Team  at  the  National  Pistol  Matches  held  at  Camp  Perry,  Ohio,  August 
25th  to  September  15th. 

A polo  team  is  being  organized  in  Coronado  by  Lieut.  John  P.  Kenny,  Air 
Corps,  four-goal  player  at  Rockwell  Field,'  to  compete  in  the  winter  matches 
planned  at  Del  Monte  and  Los  Angelos.  This  polo  tear,  will  meet  the  Uplifters, 
Midwicks  and  other  Northern  squads.  Lieut.  Kenny,  incidentally,  was  one  of 
the  best  inter-collegiate  polo  players  over  dovelopod  on  the'  Pacific  Coast. 

-- — oOo 

FORMER  ARMY  FLYER  MAKES  RECORD  X- COUNTRY  FLIGHT 

Captain  E.  E.  Aldrin,  formerly  of  tho  Air  Corps,  Regular  Army,  who  was 
stationed  at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  as  Assistant  Commandant  of  the  Air 
Corps  Engineering  School,  made,  so  far  as  is  known,  a record  speed  flight  from 
Dayton  to  Now  York  on  November  25th  last.  Taking  off  from  tho  Municipal  Air- 
port at  Vandalia,  Ohio,  Captain  Aldrin  flow  to  tho  landing  field  at  Newark, 

N.J. , in  two  hours  and  35  minutes.  The  plane  was  a Lockheed  Voga,  owned  by 
the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  Jersey.- 

oOo 

COMMERCIAL  AVIATION  AND  AIR  CORPS  REPRESENTATIVES  HOLD  CONSULTATION  '• 

The  following  representatives  of  commercial  aircraft  companies  recently 
visited  the  Materiel  Division  of  the  Air  Corps  to  consult  with  engineers  and 
officers  concerning  government  contracts:  Major  Burdette  S.  Wright,  Washington 
Representative  of  the  Curtiss  Aeroplane  and  Motor  Corporation;  Elmer  A. Sperry, 
Jr.,  of  the  Sperry  Instrument  Company;  Captain  T.  E.  Tillinghast , of  the  Pratt- 
Whitney  Company,  Hartford,  Conn.;  C.  L.  Egvedt,  General  Manager  of  the  Boeing 
Company;  Donald  Douglas,  President  of ■ the  Douglas  Aircraft  Corporation,  Santa 
Monica,  Calif.;  and  Lieut.  Victor  E.  Bertrandias  of  the  Fokker  Aircraft  Corpo- 
ration, New  York  City. 

Several  of  the  names  above  mentioned  are  quite  familiar  to  regular  readers 
of  the  News  Letter.  Major  Wright  resigned  from  the  Air  Corps  several  years  ago, 
but  Captain  Tillinghast  and  Lieut.  Bertrandias.  severed  their  connections  with 
the  Air  Corps  only  recently. 
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FIRST  PURSUIT  GROUP  PILOTS  COMPLETE  TARGET  PRACTICE  FOR  1929 

The  records  of  the.'  aerial  gunnery  and  bombing  practice  by  the  First  Pursuit 
Group  at  Selfridge  Field,  Mt  . Clemens,  Michigan,  which  was  conducted  during  the 
months  of  June,  July,  August  and  September  at  Camp  Skeel , Oscoda,  Michigan,  have 
been  completed  and  orders  Issued  covering  various . qualifications  made  by  the  in- 
dividual officers.  The  report  on  the  aerial  gunnery  and  bombing  practice  was 
referred  to  a board  of  officers,  of  which  Major  Ralph  Royce  is  the  president, 
for  recommendation  as  to  the  future  conduct  of  same. 

The  Hews  Letter  Correspondent  states  that  the  interest  of  the  officers 
during  the  past  gunnery  and  bombing  season  was  considerably  higher  than  ever 
before,  due  to  the  new  ratings  which  are  given  for  qualification.  For  the 
first  time  the  practice  at  Camp  Skeel  was  conducted  separately  by  each  squadron, 
and  every  effort  was  made  to  improve  the  individual  scores.  The  results  obtain- 
ed were  highly  satisfactory,  and  the  belief  is  expressed  that  the  experience 


gained  will  operate  to  improve  still 
Below  Is  a tabulation  giving  the 
server  during  this  practice; 

PURSUIT  PILOTS 

Expert  Aerial  Gunner 

further  the  efficiency  of  the  1930  camp, 
actual  scores  made  by  each  pilot  and  ob- 

- "A"  COURSE 

mm  ' •" 

SCORES 

EVENT  I 

EVENT  II 

EVENT  III  TOTAL 

2nd  Lt . Trevor  Kenyon,  Air  Reserve 

838. 

399.6 

13. 

1250.6 

2nd  Lt . Edwin  R . French , A . C . 

785.8 

246. 

29. 

1060.8 

2nd  Lt.  Hoyt  L.  Pr indie,  A C. 

760. 

264. 

12. 

1036. 

2nd  Lt.  Stuart  P.  Wright,  Air  Reserve 

770. 

238. 

8.4 

1016.4 

2nd  Lt.  John  C.  Crosthwaite , AC. 

755. 

210. 

1.6 

966.6 

Captain  Lotha  A.  Smith,  A C. 

750. 

199.6 

15.6 

965.2 

Major  Ralph  Royce,  A.C. 

685. 

245. 

■ 17.4 

947.4 

2nd  Lt . Lee  Gehlbach  , A.C. 

732. 

180. 

33. 

945. 

2nd  Lt . Austin  A.  Straubel,  A.C. 

720. 

180. 

40.8 

940.8 

2nd  Lt  . Ho  man  D.  Sill  in,  A.C. 

747. 

167. 

9.8 

923.8 

1st  Lt . Virgil  Hine,  A.C. 

700. 

206. 

9.0 

915. 

2nd  Lt.  Charles  A.  Harrington,  A.C. 

665.0 

216.6 

27.4 

909. 

2nd  Lt . Lawrence  W.  Koons,  A.C. 

690. 

181 . 

20. 

891. 

2nd  Lt . Kingston  E . Tibbetts,  A.C. 

711. 

158. 

19.4 

888.4 

2nd  Lt . Homer  L.  Sanders,  A.C. 

686 

180. 

20.2 

886.2 

1st  Lt  . Walter  E.  Richards,  A.C. 

712. 

155. 

8.4 

875  .4 

2nd  Lt . Ernest  K.  larburton,  A.C. 

629  .8 

222.9 

3.8 

856.5 

2nd  Lt.  Richard  E.  Cobb,  A.C. 

549.5 

172. 

17. 

838.5 

2nd  Lt.  Orrin  L.  Grover , A.C. 

671.6 

128.5 

31. 

831. 1 

2nd  Lt . James  A.  Ellison,  A.C. 

660. 

158  . 

11.4 

829.4 

1st  Lt.  Robert  D.  Moor,  A C. 

655. 

167. 

1.0 

823. 

2nd  Lt  . Theodore  M.  Bolen,  A.C. 

669.8 

117  . 

12.8 

800.6 

2nd  Lt . Max  H.  Warren,  A.C. 

751.1 

22.5 

14.8 

788.4 

2nd  Lt . Paul  B.  War t smith,  A.C. 

617. 

145. 

17. 

77  9. 

2nd  Lt . Paul  M.  Jacobs,  A.C. 

617 . 4 

104.8 

30.6 

752.8 

2nd  Lt . Donald  L.  Putt,  A.C. 

475.3  ■ 

247.5 

20.6 

743.4 

2nd  Lt.  Edward  H.  Underhill,  A.C. 

542. 

173. 

22.6 

737.6 

2nd  Lt . Aubry  L.  Moore,  A.C. 

647 

79. 

9. 

735. 

2nd  Lt.  John  A.  Winef ordner , A.C. 

522. 

197. 

12.2 

731.2 

2nd  Lt.  Edward  H.  Alexander,  A.C. 

660. 

52. 

17.2 

729.2 

1st  Lt . Paul  TT.  Wolf,  A.C. 

664.2 

25. 

36.4 

725.6 

2nd  Lt.  Kenneth  A.  Rogers,  A.C. 

623. 

75. 

20.6 

718.6 

2nd  Lt.  John  F.  Egan,  A.C. 

518.2 

187.6 

0.6 

706.4 

1st  Lt.  Louie  C.  Mallory,  A.C. 

566.8 

95. 

34.8 

696.6 

Captain  Victor  H.  Strahm,  A.C. 

591.1 

97.6 

1.8 

690.6 

2nd  Lt . Ralph  C .-  Rhudy , A.C. 

527. 

153. 

6 . 

686. 

1st  -Lt . Alden  R.  Crawford,  A.C. 

569. 

83. 

32.2 

684.2 

2nd  Lt.  William  M.  Morgan,  A.C. 

581. 

66, 

24.4 

671.4 

2nd  Lt.  Robert  L.  Schoenlein,  A.C. 

518. 

138. 

13.2 

669.2 

2nd  Lt . Flint'  Garrison,  Jr.  , A.C. 

627.9 

13.5 

14.4 

655.8 

2nd  Lt.  Millard  F.  Tindall,  Air  Res. 

518. 

118. 

19. 

655. 

2nd  Lt.  Carl  F.  Theisen,  A.C. 

551. 

71. 

23.2 

645.2 

2nd  Lt . . Hell  B.  Harding,.  A.C. 

551. 

79. 

10. 

640  . 

V-5968,A. C. 


-432- 


ferial  Sharpshooter 


SCORES 

EVERT 

I EVERT  II 

EVERT  III 

TOTAL 

1st  Lt.  Cecil  E.  Henry,  A.C. 

546. 

74. 

14.4 

634.4 

1st  Lt . Harry  A Johnson,  A.  C. 

376. 

146. 

8.2 

530.2 

2nd  Lt.  Durward  0.  Lowry,  A.C. 

375. 

4 134. 

5.6 

515. 

03SERYATI0R  PILOTS 

- "A" 

COURSE 

Expert  Aerial  Gunner 

2nd  Lt . Fay  R.  Upthegrove,  A.C. 

533. 

25.6 

102. 

660.6 

2nd  Lt.  Herman  F.  Uoolard,  A.C. 

537. 

49.8  . 

70. 

656.8 

Mr.  Sgt.  Samuel  J.  Davis,  15th  Obs.Sqdn 

. 552 

15.6 

87. 

654.6 

Aerial  Sharpshooter 


2nd  Lt  . Bert  P.  Meyen,  Air  Reserve 

432. 

10. 

97. 

539. 

Captain  Clear ton  H.  Reynolds,  A.C. 

508 

19.4. 

00 

527. 

Aerial  Marksman 


2nd  Lt.  James  H.  Gray,  Air  Res. 

356. 

23. 

66. 

445. 

2nd  Lt . Irving  R.  Selby,  A.C. 

364. 

11.4 

46. 

421.4 

2nd  Lt . Carleton  F.  Davidson,  Air 

Res.  319. 

2.6 

53. 

374.6 

OBSERVERS 

- "A"  COURSE 

Expert  Aerial  Gunner 

mm 

SCORES 

EVERT  IV 

EVERT  V 

-TOTAL 

2nd  Lt.  Fay  R.  Upthegrove,  A.C. 

204. 

459 

683. 

Aerial  Sharpshooter 

1st  Lt.  Frederick  A.  Johnson,  A.C. 

130. 

368  . 

498. 

Aerial  Marksman 

2nd  Lt . James  K.  Gray,  Air  Reserve 

243. 

163. 

406. 

- 

— oOo— — 

. 

IE  MEMORIAL  - ERREST  G. 

SCHMIDT,  SECOHD 

LIEUTERART, 

AIR  CORPS 

• ’« 

It  might  seem  in  the  Air  Corps  that  one  would  "become  so  hardened  that  the 
news  of  the  passing  of  a "brother  officer  11  in  line  of  duty"  could  he  heard -and 
quickly  forgotten  except  for  the  mere  expression  of  regret  or  perhaps  even  the 
light  remark  that  its  "all  in  the  game."  Such,  however,  is  far  from  being  the 
case.  Each  ono  snatched  quickly  from  our  ranks  brings  the  same  shock,  tho 
same  heartache,  the  same  feeling  of  loss  that  only  time  can  ease  but  can  never 
erase  from  our  memories.  " Boscoe,"  as  he  was  known  to  his  friends,  was  an  of- 
ficer and  a gentleman  in  the  strictest  sense  of  tho  word.  His  conscientious 
attention  to  detail" and  his  inherent  senso  of  duty  was  a joy  to  his  senior  of- 
ficers and  won  the  confidence  of  all  who  worked  with  him  and  under  him. 

Lieut.  Schmidt  with  Lieut.  James  M.  Gillespie  and  Staff  Sergeants  Capps 
and  Brcmmer,  was  in  a Curtiss  Condor  3-2  enroute  to  Mexico  City.  They- had 
taken  off  from  Augusta,  Ga. , the  morning  of  December  4th  and  were. but  a few 
miles  from  Clearwater,  Alabama,  when  one  motor  caught  fire.  Lieut.  Gillespie, 
who  was  flying  the  ship  at  the  time,  was  unable  to  find  a place  to  land  and 
told  the  others  to  jump.  Lieut.  Schmidt’s  parachute  opened  just  as  he  struck 
the  ground. 

Lieut.  Schmidt  was  born  in  the  State  of  Hew  Jersey  on  May  13th,  1903. 
Later  he  moved  to  Iowa,  where  he  received  an  appointment  to-  the  United  States 
Military  Academy.  He  graduated  from  the  Academy  and  was  commissioned  a Second 
Lieutenant  of  Infantry  on  June  14,  1927.  Transferred  to  the  Air  Corps  on - 
September  13,  1927,  he  graduated  from  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field, 
Texas,  in  October,  1928.  He  had  been  stationed  at  Langley  Field  since  his 
graduation  from  the  Flying  School. 

Lieut.  Schmidt  is  survived  by  his  wife,  .Mrs.  Lorraine  Sdimidt,  and  an 
infant  daughter,  Lorraine  Schmidt. 
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NATIONAL  GUARD  PILOTS  HAVE  TOUGH  BATTLE  WITH  ELEMENTS 


During  the  month  of  November  pilots  of  the  120th  Observation  Squadron, 

45th  Division,  Colorado  National  Guard,  participated  in  the  dedication  of 
several  new  airports  despite  handicaps  imposed  by  severe  weather  conditions. 

On  November  10th,  Captain  Ralph  J.  Hall,  Lieuts.  Cecil  H.  Braddick,  Fred 
H.  Junk  and  Sergeant  C.  C.  Plank,  took  off  from  Lowry  Field,  Denver,  Colorado, 
in  two  c2~H’ s for  Alamosa  to  help  in  the  dedication  of  an  airport  at  the 
Governor’s  home  town.  On  the  same  day  Lieuts.  McMillan  and  Parsons  started 
for  Sheridan,  Wyoming,  About  the  same  time  a real  "he"  blizzard  must  have 
started  from  the  North  Pole.  Lieuts.  McMillan  and  Parsons  met  it  at  Buffalo, 
Wyoming,  thirty  miles  south  of  their  destination,  and  promptly  decided  that 
it  was  nothing  to  fool  with  and  sat  down.  Those  who  flew  south  to  Alamosa 
met  the  storm  on  the  11th  on  their  return  journey. 

Captain  Hall  was  able  to  get  into  Pueblo  and  a hangar,  but  Lieuts.  Braddick 
and  Junk  were  not  so  fortunate.  They  put  their  ship  down  in  a mile  wide  pasture 
near  Walsenburg.  Lieuts.  McMillan  and  Parsons  were  able  to  return  oil  the  12th, 
covering  the  370  miles  In  two  hours  and  40  minutes.  Captain  Hall  and  Sergeant 
Plank  reached  Denver  on  the  13th,  but  Lieuts. Braddick  and  Junk’  worked  for  two 
days  before  they  were  able  to  get  the  Liberty  started  in  zero  weather.  They 
finally  solved  the  difficulty  by  filling  a fifty-gallon  drum  with  boiling  water 
at  Pueblo,  wrapping  it  in  quilts  and  transporting  it  to  the  ship  35  miles  away. 
On  the  third  drink  of  hot  water  the  motor  started  and  two  dog  tired' aviators 
were  able  to  reach  Denver. 

In  addition  to  participating  in  the  dedication  of  the  Alamosa  Airport, 
three  others  were  helped  by  the  120th  Squadron,  viz:  at  Delta,  when  Captain 
Carlos . Roavis* and  Sergeant  Schaefer  flew  there  in  an  02-H;  at  Sterling,  where 
Major  Bruce  Kistler  and  Captain  Hall  officiated,  and  at  Trinidad,  which  Capt. 
Reavis  and  Captain  Keif  visited. 

Lieuts.  Braddick  and  Junk  became  so  attached  to  each  other  during  their 
strenuous  trip  to  Alamosa  that  they  tried  another  to  Eads.  This  trip  was  more 
successful.  They  brought  back  fourteen  ducks  and  six  geese. 

oOo— — 

ARMY  AIRMEN  MAP  A NATIONAL  FOREST  IN  NORTHWEST 

Based  at  the  National  Guard  Airdrome , Spokane,  Washington,  for  over  three 
months , Lieut.  Bobzien  and  three  enlisted  men  from  the  15th  Photo  Section  sta- 
tioned at  Crissy  Field,  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  were  engaged  in 
photographic  work  for  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey.  The  project  7/as  mapping 
Newsome  Quadrangle. 

A photo  truck  and  an  02-H  ship  were  used,  having  been  sent  from  Crissy 
Field.  A German  Huger shoff  camera  was  used,  and  work  was  delayed  waiting  for 
the  films  to  arrive  from  Germany.  The  worst  forest  fires  ever  known  to  the 
Northwest  started  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  films,  and  this  greatly  hinder- 
ed photographic  work. 

The  Newsome  Quadrangle  is  a National  Forest,  approximately  1200  miles  in 
area.  This  stretch  of  country  is  very  rough.  About  one- third  of  the  project 
was  completed. 

The  National  Guard  of  Washington  aided  greatly  in  caring  for  the  airplane, 
through  the  kindness  of  1st  Lieut.  C.  V.  Haynes*  Air  Corps,  Instructor  for  the 
Washington  National  Guard. 

e — oOo 

A PROMOTION  FOR  MAJOR  LADD 

An  Item  of  more  than  usual  interest  to  Air  Corps  officers  is  the  appoint- 
ment of  Major  William  F.  Ladd,  Commanding  Officer,  43rd  Division  Aviation,  as 
Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  with  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General.  The  appointment  becomes  effective  on  January  1,  1930.  Connecticut 
can  now  boast  of  having  a flying  Chief  Executive  and  a Flying  Adjutant  General. 

General  Ladd1 s successor  as  Commanding  Officer  of  the  43rd  Division 
Aviation  will  be  Captain  Hubert  E.  Johnson,  Air  Corps,  Connecticut  National 
Guard,  who  will  receive  his  calc  leaves  on  January  1,  1930. 
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..CHANGES  1ST  PERSONNEL.  AT  .CRISSY  FIELD  . 

'B’j  the  News  letter  Correspondent 

Several  changes  in  organization  personnel  at  Crissy  Field,  Presidio  of 
San  Francisco,  Calif.,  were  made  last  month.  Lieut .-Colonel  Brant  was  relieved 
o'f  command  of  the  91st  Observation  Squadron  and  is  now  doing  special  duty  with 
Corps  Area  Headquarters.  We ‘understand  that  Colonel  Brant  will  proceed  to 
Mitchel  Field  for  duty  wheij  his  work  is  completed  here.  It  is  needless  to  state 
that  the  entire  command  regrets  seeing  "The  Colonel"  leave.  We  welcome  cur  new 
Commanding  Office*??,  Captain  Walter  F.  Kraus,  Air  Corps,  and  already  we  are  be- 
ginning to  appreciate  and  like  him,  but  we  cannot  forget  "Our  Colonel"  ever. 

This  loss  is  not  only  felt  by  the  members  of  the  command,  but  by  the  entire 
civilian  population  of  the ' San  Francisco  Bay  area  who  in  the  last  two  years 
have  learned  to  love  "Gerry  Brant." 

The  second  big  loss  in  our  days  out  here  is  Captain  David  A.  Myers,  our 
Flight  Surgeon.  He?/  individuals  are  always  welcome  at  Crissy,  and  Major  I.B. 
March,  Medical  Corps,  the  new  Flight  Surgeon,'  appears  in  cur  midst  as  of  the 
finest,  but  it  is  nevertheless  hard  to  give  up  those  we  cherish.  Captain 
Myers  during  his  tour  of  duty  here  has  also  made  himself  a well  known  figure 
on  the  Pacific  Coast.  His  fine  work  in  Blind  Flying  research,  in  which  he  es- 
tablished a stabilization  of  the  pilot  in  Blind  Flying,  has  won  for  him  the 
appreciation  of  most  of  the  pilots  of  the  West  Coast,  and  it  is  only  a matter 
of  time  now  until  the  full  extent  of  his  tireless  efforts  will  be  felt  through- 
out the  pilot  world.  We  regret  seeing  "Doc"  go. 

First  Lieut.  I.  J.  Williams , Air  Corps,  recently  transferred  from  March 
Field,  is  now  in  charge  of  Operations  at  Crissy.  First  Lieut.  Harvey  Prosser 
is  our  new  Personnel  Adjutant.  Second  Lieut.  A.L.  Smith,,  who  recently  returned 
from' the  Communications  School,  is  now  in  charge  of  Communications  at  this 
field.  We  are  happy  to  have  1 mi  thy  in  our  midst -once  again. 

0O0 ' 

CADET  TRAINING  TO  BE  PICTURED  IN  MAGAZINE 

Two  representatives  of  the  Popular  Mechanics  Magazine,  Messrs.  George 
Kratzner,  Art  Director  for  the  magazine,  and  Jack  Atkins,  x^hotographer,  were 
granted  permission  to  take  a number  of  pictures  pertaining  to  the  life  and 
training  of  a Flying  Cadet  at  the  Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

The  magazine0 dedicated  four  editions  during  the  past  year  to  the  Military 
and  Naval  Academies  and  now  intends  to  feature  the  Air  Corps  flying  schools  in 
either  two  or  three  issues,  beginning  in  March  or  April,  1930. 

oOo 

PURSUITERS  TO  FLY  TO  SPOKANE,  WASHINGTON,  AND  RETURN 

Authority  ’was  received  from  the  War  Department  to  send  18  Pursuit  and  one 
Transport  airplane  from  Self ridge  Field  to  Spokane,  Washington,  and  re turn, over 
the  best  available  route,  to  terminate  not  later  than  February  1,  1930. 

First  Lieut.  Walter  E.  Richards,  Air  Corps,  was  selected  as  the  Advance 
Agent  for  the  Spokane  flight  and  departed  from  Selfridge  Field  in  a P-1C  type 
Pursuit  Plane  on  November  21st  over  the  following  route: 

Selfridge  Field  to  St.  Ignanee , to  Blaney,  Michigan;  to  Duluth,  Minn.;  to 
Grand  Forks  and  Minot,  North  Dakota;  to  Glasgow7,  Great  Falls  and 
Kal i s'pella , Montana. 

Spokane,  Washington,  to  Selfridge  Field,  via  Missoula,  Helena,  Butte  and 
Billings,  Montana;  Miles  City,  Montana;  Dickinson,  Bismarck,  Jamestown  and  Fargo, 
North  Dakota;  Minneapolis  and  Little  Falls,  Minnesota;  Wausau,  Wisconsin,  and 
Escanaba,  Michigan. 

Almost  immediately  after  his  departure,  Lieut.  Richards  encountered  rain, 
snow  and  fog  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  delayed  continually  at  each  landing 
plane.  The  snow  finally  became  so  deep  that  on  November  29th  a set  of  skiis 
was  shi'p'ped  to  Duluth,  Minn.,  for  installation  whenever  he  arrived.  Lieut. 
Richards  was  not  able  to  get  through  to  Duluth  until  Decomber  3rd.  The  follow- 
ing excerpt  from  one  of  the  reports  submitted  by  Lieut.  Richards  conveys,  a 
better  description  of  the  exact  conditions  experienced  by  him  during  this  early 
part  of  the  trip: 

"It  started  snowing  here  about  4:30  Tuesday  and  hasnlt  stopried  yet.  I 
have  been  to  the  flying  field  every  day  and  the  snow  is  getting  higher  and 
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higher.  The  snow  is  now  up  to  the  lower  wings,  of  my  plane  and  drifting  in  as 
fast  as  the  wind  can  blow  it.  The  County  Road  Commission  is  going  to  plough  a 
runway  here  for  my  take-off  and  X am  wiring  ahead  requesting  another  at  Duiuth 
for  my,  landing."  , , I . . 

The  News  Letter  Correspondent  expresses  the  belief  that  Lieut.  Richards 
will  be  able  to  step  right  along  after  the  skiis  are  installed  and  that  he  will 
return  safely  before  the  Group  is  forced  to  take,  off  to  maintain  the  schedule 
as  outlined. 

0O0 — - 

LIEUT.  STEAUBEL  JOINS  THE  CATERPILLAR  CLUB 

"The  one  new  Pursuit  job,  P-6,  has-  come  and  gone,"  says  ■ the  News  Letter 
Correspondent  from  Selfridge  Eield,  Mich.,  adding  that  during  a test  flight  on 
November , 16tli,  just  over  the  southwest  corner  of  the  flying  field,  the  plane 
caught  fire  and  crashed  to  the  ground.  Lieut.  Austin  A,.  Straubel,  Air  Corps, 
pilot,  jumped  and  made  a successful  and  easy  landing  in  his'  seat  type  parachute. 

The  airplane  was  totally  destroyed  and  the  cause  is  as  yet  undetermined. 

All  future  deliveries  of  this  type  plane  will  be  made  through  the  Materiel 
Division  at  Wright  Eield,  where  further  tests- will  be  made  before  actual,  deliver- 
ies are  made  to  service  organizations. 

In  making  his  report  covering  his  emergency . parachute  jump,  Lieut.  Straubel 
furnished  the  following  information: 

"I  straddled  the  side  of  the  cockpit  for  some  time  guiding  the  ship  with 
my  right  hand  on  the  stick.  When  I was  fully  determined  to  leave  the  ship  I 
continued  to  hold  on  to  the  stick,  placed  both  feet  on  the  wing  step,  faced  the 
tail  surfaces  and  dived  off.  The  ship  went  into  a nose  dive  and  hit  the  ground 
past  the  vertical. 

I had  been  flying  the  ship  for  about  fifteen  minutes  and  was  at  the  time 
engaged  in  acrobatics  at  an  altitude  of  four  thousand  feet.  The  instruments 
showed  no  malfunctioning  of  the  motor.  I had  done  a slow  roll  below  the 
horizon  and  then  started  one  about  45  degrees  above  the  horizon  with  an  air 
speed  of  about  160  miles  per  hour  and  an  engine  speed  of  2000  - 2100  r.p.m.  A 
terrific  vibration  started  just  as  I was  leveling  the  ship  out,  and  almost  im- 
mediately smoke  and  flame  shot  out  from  the  cowling.  I cut  the  motor  and  jerk- 
ed the  fire  extinguisher  but  could  notice  no  effect.  I brought  the  ship  down  to 
an  altitude  of  2,000  - 2,500  feet,  but  thought  it  inadvisable  at  that  point  to 
stay  with  it.  Oil  on  my  person  and  an  inspection  of  the  salvaged  motor  clearly 
showed  that,  a connecting  rod  had  snapped  and  gone  through  the  crankcase. 

There  was  no  unusual  physical  sensation  experienced  during  the  time  prior 
to  the  opening  of  the  chute.  I retained  sense  of  orientation  and  could  tell 
my  position  in  falling..  The  chute  gave  considerable  of  a jerk  as  it  opened  and 
sent  me  to  an  upright  position.  The.  droi)  was  very  pleasant  and  the  landing  not 
difficult.  No  reaction  afterwards." 

oOo 

PHILIPPINE  CITIZENS  GIVE  THANKS  TO  THE  AIR  CORPS 

The  Municipal  Council  of  Infanta,  Tayabas,  P.I.,  recently  forwarded  to  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  Nichols  Field,  Rizal,  P.I.,  an  excerpt  copy  of , Resolution 
No.  130,  current  series,  adonted  by  that  body,  as  follows: 

RESOLUTION  NO.  130. 

The  President  submitted  before  the  council,  the  note  dated  September  7, 

1929,  dropped  from  an  army  airplane,  stating  therein  that  relief  would  arrive 
in  this  town  on  the  8th  instant  by  boat,  with  supplies  and  food. 

AFTER  DELIBERATION,  On  motion  of  councilor  Azcarraga,  seconded  by  council- 
or Penamante,  the  Municipal  Council  of  Infanta,  Tayabas,  resolved  to  adopt  the 
following  resolutions: 

WHEREAS,  the  United  States  Army  Air  Corps  in  its  interest  to  extend  imme- 
diate aid  to  the  flood  and  typhoon  stricken  people  of  this  municipality  sent 
in  two  airplanes  to  see  the  real  condition  of  the  place  and  caused  to  be  dropped 
in  a note  which  meant  to  said  people  consolation,  hope  and  life; 

WHEREAS,  the  peo-ple  of  this  municipality  recognize  this  as  an  act  done  in 
the  name  of  humanity  and  Christian  democracy,  and  cannot  but  feel  grateful, 
first  to  the  Divine  Providence,  and  second,  to  all  Officials  and  Organizations 
whose  hearts  spell  mercy,  kindness  and  justice; 
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THEREFORE,  He  it  resolved,  as  it  is 'hereby  resolved: 

That  the  Municipal  Council  of  Infanta,  Tayabas , should  express  as  it 
does  hereby  express,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  municipality  its  most 
profound  gratitude  and  thanks  to  the  United  States  Army  Air  Corps,  to  all 
.Officials  who  have  always  been  and  are  helpful  in  things  for  the  good  and  wel- 
fare of  this  municipality,  and  to  all  organizations  whoso  work  and  aid  have 
greatly  improved  the  condition  of  the  people  of  the  municipality; 

RnSOLVED,  further,  that  copies  of  this  resolution  he  sent  by  the  secretary 
to  all  concerned  for  their  understanding. 

UM1IIM0USLY  APPROVED.  . 

— -0O0 

LIEUT.  MELVILLE  GOES  TO  CURA.iT  CAPITAL 

Lieut.  Phillips  Melville,.-  Air  Corps,  recently  left  Yright  Field,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  for  Washington,  to  .report  for  temporary  duty  in  the  Office  of  the 
Assistant  Chief  of  Staff.  Upon  the  completion  of  certain  instructions  await- 
ing him  there,  Lieut.  Melville  will  go  to  Havana,  Cuba,  to  serve  as  Assistant 
Military  Attache  for  Air. 

Lieut.  Melville  has  been  at  Uright  Field  working  upon  a special  project 
since  last  December.  Prior  to  that  time  'his  station  was  Langley  Field,  where 
he  had  been  active  in  all  bombardment  projects.  He  came  into  the  Air  Corps  in 
1917,  and  was  sent  almost  immediately  to  Italy,  for  his  preliminary  and  advanc- 
ed flying  training.  . 

In  1918,  Lieut.  Melville  we  t to  England  to  attend  the  RA.F.  School  of 
Aerial  Navigation  at  Ur o thy  Downs,  Uinches'ter;  then  to  Stonhenge  for  a course 
in  night  bombardment.  He  has  served  at  various  fields  in  the  United  States 
and  in  1926  graduated  from  the  Air  Corps  Engineering  School  at  McCook  Field. 

Lieut.  Melville  has  specialized  in  bombardment  flying, 

oOo . 

SUB- CLOUD  OBSERVATION  CAR  TESTED 

The  Materiel  Division  at  Uright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  recently  conducted 
what  is  believed  to  be  the  first  successful  experiment  in  America  with"  a Sub- 
Cloud  Observation  Car  suspended  from  a dirigible  in  flight.  Such  a car  was 
successfully  used  by  the.  Zeppelins  on  numerous  bombing  raids  during  the'  war, 
when  conditions  were  favorable  for  its  employment. 

The  uso  of  an  observation  car  permits  the  airship  to  fly  in  or  above  the 
clouds  where  it  is  hidden-  from,  view,  of  the  ground,  while  the  observer  in  the 
car,  lowered  by  means  of  a cable  below  the  clouds,  directs  the  airship’s 
flight.  The  cable  holding  the  observation  car  contains  a telephone  core,  by 
moans  of  which  communication  is  maintained  with  the  airship’s  crew  through  a 
voice  telephone.  For  emergency  a mechanical  signaling  device  can  be  used.  At 
the  present  time  an  ordinary  captive  balloon  type  telephone  system  is  used,  in 
which  the  observer  at  all  times  has  his  headset  attached  and  reports  direct  to 
the  pilot  of  the  airship  above. 

It  is  considered  possible  that  this  arrangement,  somewhat  modified,  can 
be  used  in  the  future,  not  only  for  bombing  ..operations  but  for  assisting;  all 
types  of  dirigibles ,to  land  in  fog.  Heedless  to  say,  it  can  be  used  on  dirig- 
ibles for  any  type  of  special  observation,  .including  special  photography  where 
cloud  ceilings  permit  cover  for  the  airship. 

The  car  was  recently  demonstrated  by  the  19th  Airship  Company  at  Langley 
Field,  Va. , comment  by  the  Langley  Field  Correspondent  being  as  follows: 

"A  flight  for  the  purpose,  of  testing  the  sub— cloud  observation  nacelle  was 
flown  on  November  5th.  The  nacelle  is  used  for  observation  work'  While  the  air- 
ship remains  above  the  clouds,  the  nacelle  with  the  observer  aboard  being  let 
down  below  the  clouds  by  means  of  .a  cable  and  windlass.  Results  of  the  test 
were  very  satisfactory;  in  fact,  better  than  was  expected,.  It  was  feared  that 
the  nacelle  would  have  a tendency  to  revolve  after  being  Towered,  but  this  has 
been  prevented  by  the  design  of  the  rear  end  which  acts  as  an  automatic  rudder. 

\ - — oOo 

Furst  Lieut.  Uzal  C.  Ent , who  recently  completed  the  course  of  instruction 
at  the  Navigation  School  at  Uright .Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  returned  to  Langley 
Field,  Va. , and  was  assigned  to  the  19th  Airship  Company  for  duty. 

-437-  ' V-5968,  A.C. 


CRISSY  FIELD  PILOTS  COOPERATE  WITH  OTHER  BRANCHES  OF  SERVICE 

Much  tine  has  "boon  devoted '.recently  by  the  ‘pilots  at  Crissy  Field, 

Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  to  cooperative  work  with  other  "branches  of 
the  service.  An  02-K  airplane,  with  2nd  Lieut.  Frank  H.  Barher,  Air  Reserve, 
as  pilot,  and  2nd  Lieut.  G.  W . Hansen,  Air  Corps,  as  observer,  has  been  at  the 
complete  disposal  of  the  Harbor  Defenses  for  an  entire  month.  The  work  has 
been  that  of  aerial  position  finding  of  targets  invisible  from  the  battery  and 
shore  stations.  So  far  the  results  obtained  appear  most  satisfactory. 

Joint  Army  and  Davy  communications  exercises  were  carried  out  at  Fort 
Rosecrans,  San  Diego.  Lieut.  T.J.  Meyer,  Air  Corps,  and  Lieuts.  J.R. Hargrove, 

IT.  B.  Jenkins  and  A.B.  Chapman,  Air  Reserve,  were  engaged  in  the  exercises. 
Contacts  have  also  been  made  with  the  30th  Infantry,  Presidio  of  San1 Francisco ; 
11th  Cavalry  and  the  7Sth  Field  Artillery  at  Monterey,  Calif.  These  coopera- 
tive missions,  aside  from  being  excellent  training  for  observation  personnel, 
furnish  excellent  opportunities  to  establish  bettor  understanding  between 
Air  Corps  personnel  and  those  of  the  other  branches,  and  the  Hews  Letter  Cor- 
respondent states  that  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  shortage  of  equipment  does 
not  allow  of  more  time  being  devoted  to  the  work. 

o.Oo 

FRANCE  FIELD  BAUD  PROVES  ,A  VALUABLE  ORGANIZATION 

According  to  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent , the  France  Field  Band,  since 
it  was  organized  in  1927,  has  proved  that  it  has  a definite  value  in  the  life 
of  an  Air  Corps  station.  .Hot  only  is  the  band  used  in  every  aerial  review  and 
inspection,  but  for  social  functions,  concerts  at  France  Field  and  other  posts, 
and. as  help  at  baseball  games  and  boxing  bouts.  Under  the  capable  direction 
of  Ear  rant  Officer  Archambeault , the  band  maintains  a high  standard  and  works 
as  many  hours  and  as  hard  as  any  organization  on  the  field. 

— -oOo 

LANGLEY  BOMBERS  FLY  TO  MIAMI , FLA. , A1TD  RETUEH 

■Major  Hugh  J.  Knerr , leading  a flight  of  three  "Condors,"  one  LB-7  and 
one  LB-10,  left  Langley  Field,  Va.  , on  Uovcmber  3rd  for  Miami,  Fla.  Four  of 
the  five  bombing  planes  were  flown  on  the  return  trip,  the  flight  leaving 
Miami  at  6:00  a. m.,  Hovembcr  13th,  and  arriving  at  Langley  Field  at  7:00  p.m. 
that  evening. 

The  trip  was  marred  by  one  serious  accident  when  the  LB-10,  which  was 
piloted  by  Lieut.  Marion  Huggins  and  Captain  C.E.  Rust,  crashed  shortly  after 
taking  off  from  Miami.  Sergeants  Taylor  and  Peeks , who  were  riding  in  the 
rear  of  the  ship,  were  seriously  injured,  but  the  two  pilots  escaped  unhurt. 

The  crash  is  said  to  have  been  due  to  a faulty  gas  line.  Lieut.  Huggins  re- 
turned to  Langley  with  the  flight,  Captain  Rust  remaining  in  Miami  to  salvage 
the  wrecked  ship.  Sergeants  Locks  and  Taylor  were  in  a hospital  at  Miami  for 
two  weeks. 

oOo 

WASHINGTON  HATIOUAL  GUARD  SQUADRON  CONDUCTS  INTERESTING  TRAINING  PROGRAM 

The  National  Guard  Squadron,  41st  Division,  Air  Service,  Spokane,  Wash., 
has  its  schedule  of  fall  training. well  under  way.  This  training  is  at  present 
occupying  most  of  the  personnel’s  spare  moments.  The  correspondence  course 
for. officers  this  year,  Map  Reading  and  Sket  ching,  is  proving  one  of  the  most 
interesting  courses  so  far  scheduled.  This  work  is  outside  of  the  drill  train- 
ing period,  which- this  fall  includes  lectures  and  flying  missions  involving 
general  observation,  artillery  adjustment,  radio  communication,  aerial  gunnery, 
lectures  in  connection  with  the  general  correspondence  course  plan,  infantry 
drill,  and  other  subjects. 

Tlie  noncommissioned  portion  of  the  enlisted  personnel  are  kept  busy  with 
the  work  outlined  in  the  noncommissioned  officers  school,  held  Tuesday  at  the 
field  (Felts  Field,  Spokane,  Wash. ) Lieut.  Holter  is  directly  responsible  for 
most  of  the  work  of  the  school,  and  is  presenting  his  subjects  in  such  a 
thorough  and  valuable  manner  that  the  enrollment  includes  a large  number  of 
privates,  who  may  attend  at  their  option.  Most  of  the  student  flyers  at  the 
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neighboring  commercial  companies  join  the  Squadron  because  of  the  attractive 
ground  school  work  that  is  opened  to  then  in  this  may.  The  eight  months’  basic 
course  includes  aerodynamics,  theory  of  flight,  instruments,  the  airplane, 
engines,  and  allied  subjects.  Upon  successful  completion  of  the  basic  course 
the  student  graduates  to  the  advanced  course,  which  fits  him  for  examination  for 
initial  commission,  covering  map  reading. and  sketching,  meteorology,  navigation, 
radio,  pyrotechnics,  communication,  machine  guns,  basic  infantry  drill,  infantry’ 
organization,  manual  of  courts  martial,  etc, 

Ihe  officer  personnel  was  increased  by  the  commissioning  of  Lieut s.  Lawrence 
Heral  and  &eorge  E.  Hallett , both  experienced  flyers,  who  should  prove  efficient 
Air  Service  officers.  The  enlisted  strength  of  the  organization  is  usually  com- 
plete, with  a waiting  list  of  men  desiring  to  join  the  squadron. 

During  the  last  month,  much  of  the  flying  training  of  the  officers  was  con- 
centrated on  the  method  of  picking  up  messages  from  the  ground.  The  fact  that 
drills  are  scheduled  Sunday  morning,  and  the  unusually  favorable  weather  condi- 
tions this  year,  has  resulted  in  greater  progress  than  usual  in  the  scheduled 
flying  training, 

0O0 

AERIAL  PHOTOGRAPHIC  ACTIVITIES  AT  CRISSY  FIELD 

Orders  v:e re  received  from  the  War  Department  for  the  ? photographic  personnel 
at  Crissy  Field,  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  to  map  the  Columbia  River 
from  Pasco,  Washington,  to  the  Canadian  Border.  This  work  is  to  be  done  for 
the  U.S.  Geological  Survey. 

Several  small  mosaics  around  the  San  Francisco  Bay  region  have  been  made 
for  the  District  Engineer's  Office. 

A new  mosaic  of  San  Francisco  was  just  completed  and  will  be  laid  down 
during  the  winter  months. 

- — 0O0 


JOINT  ARMY  - HOT  EXERCISES 

The  Secretary  of  War  and  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  recently  Issued  instructions 
that  five  minor  joint  Army  and  Navy  exercises  be  conducted  according  to  the  fol- 
lowing schedule: 


PLACE  TIME  Naval  Forces  Participating 


Panama 

Philippines 


Hawaii 


Harbor  Defenses  of  Long 
Island  Sound. 

Harbor  Defenses  of  San 
Francisco  . 


Feb.  25  - March  10 
To  be  arranged  by 
Army  and  Davy  com- 
manders concerned. 

To  be  arranged  by 
Army  and  Wavy  con>- 
manders  concerned. 

May , 1930. 


Battle  Fleet 
Asiatic  Fleet 


Naval  Forces  based  on  Pearl 
Harbor. 

Scouting  Fleet. 


July,  1930. 


Battle  Fleet. 


■ The  Commanding  Generals  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Philippine  and  Hawaiian  De- 
partments, and  the  First  and  Ninth  Corps  Areas,  Major  Generals  Mai in  Craig, 
Douglas  MacArthur,  Fox  Conner,  Preston  Brown  and  John  L.  Hines, • respectively, 
will  arrange  for  these  exercises  with  the  Naval  Commanders  concerned.  They  will 
be  drawn  up  with  a view  to  testing  existing  defense  projects  and  plans,  to  solv- 
ing the  problems  presented  in  the  coordination  of  the  action  of  air,  anti-air- 
craft and  harbor  defense  forces  of  the  Army  in  the  defense  against  the  elements 
of  an  attacking  fleet;  to  improving  the  tactics  and  technique  of  the  defense 
arms;  and  to  developing  efficient  communication  and  team  work  among  all  the 
elements  of  the  defending  forces.  In  addition,  they  will  afford  an  opportunity 
to  develop)  efficient  communication  and  cooperation  between  harbor  defense  forces 
and  the  naval  patrols  of  these  forces  which  are  furnished  by  the  Naval  Districts. 

The  exercises  will  continue  day  and  night,  actual  war  conditions  £>eing 
simulated  as  far  as  practicable.  Posts  will  be  darkened  at  night  so  that  they 
will  not  offer  a good  target  for  the  Naval  forces.  Simulated  air  combats  be- 

-439-  V-5968,  A.C. 


tween  the  two  air  forces  vill  .occur . It  is  expected  that  the  exercises  will 
greatly  assist  in  the  solution  of ' the  many  problems  which  arise  in  connection 
with  joint  action  of  the  Array  and  the  ITavy  in  coast  defense. 

# — -0O0 

WAR  DEPAETMFHT  ORDERS  AFFECT  DTG  AIR  COBPS  OFFICERS 

Changes  of  Station;  1st  Lieut.  Harold  L.  Clark  from  Office  Chief  of  -the 
Air  Corps,  Washington,  to  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas. 

Major  Ralph  Royce,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich.,  to  Office  Chief  of  Staff, 
Washington,  D.C.,  effective  June  30,  1950. 

Orders  assigning  1st  Lieut.  Franklin  0.  Carroll,  Vfright  Field,  to  Hawaiian 
Department , revoked. 

1st  Lieut.  Phillips  Melville , Langley  Field,  to  Havana,  Cuba,  for  duty 
as  Assistant  Military  Attache  for  Air. 

Captain  Lester  T.  Miller,  Scott  Field,  111.,  to  Langley  Field,  Va. , about 
January  15,  1930. 

Upon  completion  of  present  tour  of  duty  in  the  Fnilippines,  following- 
named  officers  to  proceed  to  following  stations  for  duty: 

2nd  Lieut.  George  L.  Murray  to  Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut.  Wilfred  J.  Paul  to  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif. 

Captain  Charles  M.  Savage  to  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif. 

■1st  Lieut.  Park  Holland  to  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

1st  Lieut.  Alfred  Lindeburg; to  Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas. 

Upon  completion  of  tour  of  duty  in  Panama,  1st  Lieut.  Clarence  E .Horton 
to  Maxwell  Field,  Alabama,  for  duty. 

Upon  completion  of  tour  of  duty  in  Hawaiian  Department,  1st  Lieut.  James- 
E.  Shively  to  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Following-  officers  to  proceed  to  Philippines  for  duty,  sailing  from  Rev; 
York  about  May  7,  1930:  1st  Lieuts.  Will  W.  White  and  Raymond  C.  Zettel  from 
Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio;  1st  Lieut.  Leslie  F.  Young  and  2nd  Lieut.  A.J. 

Her win  Malone  from  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Captain  Edward  C.  BLack,  Rockwell  Field,  to  duty: in  Philippines,  sailing 
from  San  Francisco  about  May  29,  1930. 

Captain  Otto  G.  Trunk,  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  to  Panama, • sailing  from 
Hew  York  about  April  18,  1930. 

1st  Lieut.  Lester  J.  Maitland,  Office  of  Assistant  Secretary  of- War, 
Washington,  to  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut.  Reuben  Kyle,  Jr. , Air  Corps  Training  Center,  Duncan  Field, 

Texas,  to  For*  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  for  duty  with  Air  Corps  detachment. 

1st  Lieut.  John  W.  Warren,  upon  completion  course  of  instruction  at  Air 
Corps  Technical  School,  Cha route  Field,  to  Hawaiian  Department,  sailing  from 
Hew  York  about  May  28,  1930. 

Transferred  to  Air  Corns  Hovember  21,  1929,  with  rank  June  9,  1928: 

2nd  Lieutenants  George  W.  Mundy,  Horris  B.  Harbold  and  Roscoe  C.  Wilson, 
Field  Artillery;  Edgar  A.  Sirmyer,  Jr.,  Arthur  V.  Meehan  and  Allen  W.  Reed, 
Infantry;  Frederick  L.  Anderson,  Jr.,  Cavalry;  2nd  Lieut.  Robert  K.  Taylor, 
Infantry;  2nd  Lieut.  George  F.  Smith,  Infantry,  A.V.P.  Anderson,  Jr.  Cavalry. 

Relieved  from  detail  to  Air  Corns:  2nd  Lieut.  Dale  J.  Kinnee  to  4th 
Infantry,  Fort  Missoula,  Montana. 

2nd  Lieut.  James  J.  Mathews,  to  30th  Infantry,  Presidio  of  San  Francisco. 

2nd  Lieut.  Lionel  T.  R.  Trotter  to  4th'  Infantry.,  Fort  Lincoln,  H.D. 

2nd  Lieut.  Paul  W-.-  Caraway  to  7th  Infantry,  Fort  Howard,  Md. 

2nd  Lieuts.  Laurence  H.  Buck,  James  J.  Fitzgibbons , Robert  V.  Smith, 
and  Wm.  F.  Stevenson  to  Infantry,  2nd  Division,  Fort  Sain  Houston,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut.  James  M.  Gavin,-  Infantry,  to  25th  Infantry,  Camp  Harry  J.  Jones, 
Douglas , Arizona. 

Captain  Lowell  M.  Riley,  to  Field  Artillery,  2nd  Division,  Fort  Sam 
Houston,  Texas. 

2nd  Lieut..  Lester  S.  Bork  to  16th  Infantry,  Fort  Wadsworth,  Hew  York. 

Reserve  Officers  assigned  to  active  duty  to  Juno  30  . 1950; 

2nd  Lieut.  Sheldon  B.  Yoder,  Almont,  Mich.,  to  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 

2nd  Lieut.  Horman  3.  Olsen,  Chicago,  111.  , to  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 

2nd  Lieut.  Wm.  Christy  Bryan,  Jr.,  Dallas,  Tex.  to  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

2nd  Lieut.  Robert  Wm.  Goetz,  Riverside,  Calif,  to  Rockwell  Field,  Calif. 

-440-  V-59S8 , A.C. 


TWO  MARCH  FIELD  OFFICERS  MEET  DEATH  III  CRASH 

All  March  Field  was  deeply  grieved  to  hear  of  the  deaths  of  2nd  Lieuts. 

John  Q,.  Adans  and  Richard  H.  Gilley,  Air  Corps,  who  were  killed  in  an  airplane 
accident  near  Glohe , Arizona,  on  the  morning  of  December  7th.  Lieut.  Adams  as 
pilot  and  Lieut.  Gilley,  as  observer,  took  off  from  March  Field  on  the  morning 
of  December  5th  in  an  02-K  airplane  to  participate  in  a training  cross-country 
to  Globe,  Arizona.  They  too1!  off  on  the  return  flight  to  March  Field  on  the 
morning  of  December  7th.  A few  miles  west  of  Globe,  they  experienced  some 
mechanical  trouble  and  were  forced  down.  In  attempting  to  make  a landing  in  a 
field,  their  plane  hit  some  high  tension  wires  on  the  edge  of  the  field.  Tney 
fell  to  the  ground  and  the  plane  immediately  caught  fire. 

Both  Lieuts.  Adams  and  Gilley  had  been  in  the  service  for  only  about  two 
years.  They  were  graduates  of  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School,  and  were 
considered  excellent  pilots.  Both  were  on  duty  at  the  Primary  Flying  School  at 
March  Field  as  flying  instructors.  They  enjoyed  the  utmost  confidence  and 
respect  of  all  the  personnel  of  March  Field,  being  men  of  stellar  character 
and  wonderful  personality.  Through  their  untimely  deaths,  the  Air  Corps  in 
particular,  and  the  service  in  general,  has  lost  two  excellent  young  officers. 

oOo 

AIR  CORPS  PLANES  VISIT  MEXICO 

A flight  of  four  airplanes,  under  the  command  of  Major  C.L.  Tinker,  Assis- 
tant Commandant  of  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  took  off  from  Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
on  December  7th  for  Mexico  City,  to  take  part  in  the  six-day  Mexico  Aviation 
Celebration  which  started  on  December  10th. 

Major  Tinker  headed  the  party  in  a P-1  Pursuit  plane.  A second  Kelly 
Field  plane  was  an  02-H,  Observation,  piloted  by  Lieut.  H.K.  Ramey,  senior  in- 
structor of  the  Observation  Section,  who  was  accompanied  by  Master  Sergeant 
Leo  P.  Crevier. 

The  Kelly  Field  planes  were  joined  by  an  LB-7  Keystone  Bomber  from  Langley 
Field,  and  an  A-3  Attack  plane  from  Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  -Texas.  The 
Bomber  was  piloted  by  Lieuts.  Marvin  Burnside  and  Marion  Higgins,  accompanied 
by  Sergeant  H.  L.  West  and  Corporal  Plato  Miller,  mechanics.  Tne  Attack  plane 
was  piloted  by  Lieut.  Julius  T.  Flock,  accompanied  by  Sgt . H.L.  Licheay. 

The  planes  remained  at  Brownsville  Saturday  night  and  at  Tampico  on  the 
night  of  December  8th.  They  arrived  at  Mexico  City  on  the  afternoon  of 
December  9th.  Tie  return  trip  was  scheduled  to  be  made  following  the  close  of 
"Aviation  Week"  on  December  15th. 

oOo 

KELLY  FOOTFALL  TEAM  AGAIN  TIES  THE  23RD  INFANTRY 

A crowd  of  5,000  saw  the  Kelly  Field  and  23rd  Infantry  football  teams 
battle  to  a scoreless  tie  in  San  Antonio  on  December  8th.  The  first  game  of 
the  series  for  the  championship  of  the  8th  Corps  Area  failed  to  settle  the 
question  of  supremacy.  There  was  considerable  doubt  in  the  mind  of  every 
spectator  as  to  which  of  the  two  husky  teams  is  the  better  after  their  second 
tie  game  of  the  season.  Tne  scoreless  deadlock  had  been  preceded  by  a 6 to  6 
game,  mud  battle,  played  at  Kelly  Field  several  weeks  before. 

In  first  downs  and  yards  gained,  the  Infantry  cutgained  Kelly.  In  actual 
scoring  opportunities,  Kelly  had  the  upper  hand,  playing  the  entire  first  half 
and  a considerable  part  of  the  second  in  the  Infantry's  half  of  the  field.  Well 
placed  punts,  splendidly  covered,  and  a tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Infantry 
to  fumble,  all  contributed  towards  keeping  the  ball  well  down  in  the  23rdT s 
territory.  Kelly  was  three  times  inside  the  Infantry's  ten-yard  line,  but 
could  not  make  the  needed  yardage.  Kelly  made  an  attempt  at  a field  goal  in 
the  last  quarter  but  missed  the  try. 

The  Infantry  made  a desperate  effort  in  the  closing  minutes  of  the  game, 
but  time  was  against  them. 

Tie  teams  are  scheduled  to  play  off  the  two  ties  on  December  15th.  The 
winner  of  this  game  will  play  the  winner  of  the  Fort  Crockett  and  1st  Infantry 
game  for  the  Corps  Area  Championship. 
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NOTES  FROM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 
v^-oOo 

Wright  Field,.  Dayton,  Ohio,  November  30th. 

Major-General  Frank  Parker,  Commanding  General  of  the  6th  Corps  Area,  with 
headquarters  at  Chicago,  was  a visitor  at  Wright  Field  early  in  November. 
Captain  Early  Duncan  piloted  General  Parker's  plane, 

'Captains  St.Clair  Streett,  Gale  Breene,  Lieuts . J.P.  Richter  and  H.W.  An- 
derson took  part  in  an  exhibition  and  flying  demonstration  recently  held  at 
Norton  Field  for  the  Reserve  Officers  Contact  Camp* 

Lieut.  Charles  A.  Ross  arrived  from  Chanute  Field  for  duty  at  Wright 
Field  and  was  assigned  to  the  Power  Plant  Branch. 

Captain  Lowell  Smith,  on  a recent  visit  to  the  Materiel  Division,  was 
awarded  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cros.s  for  his  pioneering  work  in  refueling 
of  airplanes  while  in  flight.  The  presentation  took  place  in  the  Wright  Field 
auditorium  and  was  made  by  General  B.D.  Foulois.  Officers  and  civilians  of 
the  Field  were  in  attendance.  Captain  Smith,  some  time  ago,  received  the  Dis- 
tinguished Service  Medal  for  his  part  in  the  Round-the -World  Flight. 

Captain  Frank  O’ D.  Hunter  was  a recent  visitor  at  the  Division,  flying 
a P-1  in  from  Bolling  Field. 

Captain  Morris  Berman,  who  has  served  at  Wright  Field  and  Fairfield  since 
1926,  left  for  his  new  post,  Duncan  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  on  November  15. 
Unlike'"  many  of  the  flying  officers,  Captain  : Berman 1 s service,  with  the  Army 
starts  far  back  in  prewar  days.  He  entered  as  a. private  in  Infantry  in  1912. 

In  the  next  five  years’ he  moved  through  the  grades  of  corporal,  sergeant, 
regimental  supply  sergeant  and  2nd  Lieutenant,  which  commission  he  received 
in  1917,  In  that  year  he  was  transferred  to  .'the  Aviation  Section  of  the  Sig- 
nal Corps.  He  will  be  greatly  missed  at  Wright  Field. 

Captain  W.E.Keprier  and  Lieutenant  A.dhLyon  flew  to  Akron,  Ohio,  on  Novem- 
ber 7th  to  represent  the  Division. at’  the  Master  Ring  Laying  Ceremony  of  the 
U.S,  Airship  ZRS-4,  the  six-and-a-half  million  cubic  foot  dirigible  being 
constructed  for  the  Navy,  - y ’ 

Warrant  Officer  M.J.  Hurloy  returned  from  .a  two-months'  leave  of  absence 
spent  with  relatives  in  Dean,  Iowa  and  Kansas. City. 

Lieut.  Frederic  E.  Glantzberg  reported  for  duty  on  November  11th  and  was 
assigned  to  the  Equipment’  Branch  of  the  Experimental  Engineering  Section.  His 
former  station  was  Mitchel  Field,  New  York. 

Major  James  L.  Hatcher,  of  the  office  Chief  of  Ordnance,  Washington,  came 
to  the  Field,  November  11th  for  conference  with  armament  officers  concerning 
aircraft  armament. 

Lieut.  Leroy  Wolf a upon  returning  .from  a thirty  days'  leave  of  absence, 
went  to  Washington  to  attend  a conference  on  radio  installation  in  aircraft, 
held  by  the  Aeronautics  'Branch  of  the  Department  of.  Commerce. 

Capt . R.G.  Breen  left  on* November  22nd  to  ferry  a Prestone-cooled  0-25 
airplane  to  the  plant  of ■ the  Douglas  Company,  Santa  Monica,  Calif.  Lieut. 

L.A.  Lawson,  post  adjutant , r accompanied  Gapt . Breene . 

Brig .-General  Edward  E.  Ring,  General  Staff,  Washington,  D.C.,  came  to 
the  Field  by  plane  on  November  18th  for  conference  with  General  Foulois.  Ma j . 
Brooks,  Capts.  W , J.  Flood  and- Willis"  Hale  accompanied  General  King. 

Major  Hugh  Mitchell , Signal  Ccrps'Radio  Officer  stationed  at  the  Materiel 
Division,  left  by  rail  for  New  York  on.  November  22nd  to  attend  a meeting  on 
aircraft  radio  at  the  Western  Electric  Gomnany.  j •• 

Major  Leslie  MacDill,  who  has  been  absent, from  the  Field  on  a two  months* 
leave,  returned  on  November  24th  to  resume  his  duties.’  The  leave  was  spent 
in  New  York  City.  - .re-  ’”  . . .. 

Lieut.  James  H.  Doolittle  paid  a brief  visit  to  Wright  Field  on  November 
25th,  landing  at  3:50  in  the  afternoon  and  , leaving' for- Washington  at  8:40 
next  morning.  , . r.V-  - 

About  forty  members  of  the  Woman' s 'Aeronautical  Association  of  Dayton, 
the  newly  formed  chapter  of  the  Nat ional  As sc,c i atl o n , visited  the  field  on 
November  26th,  following  a luncheon  held  at  Fairfield,  and  were  shown  through 
the  laboratories  of  the  Materiel  Division  by  several  of  the  Field’s  officers. 
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Rockwell  Field,  Corcnado,  Calif.,  December  2nd . 


Regular  training  schedule  of  the  llt^; ; Bonder  dine  nt  ,Squadi*.p.n..was  resumed 
at  Rockwell  Field  recently,  after  having' "been" 'grounded  fob " three"  weeks  "for  the 
purpose., of  ^making  alternations  to  provide  .safety  from  fire  -Exhausts  qn- the 
Bombers  _ w-Tre..,ekt- ended.- hack?  oyer  the  end  of  the : planes , instead  • of  coming  out . 
over  the  wings  as  heretofore,  thereby., redpeing.. fire  hazard.  . 

. .Major  j^rl.j-Spatzy:  Commanding  -Off  ice r,;’-  7th  .Bombardment  Group,  and  Capt  • 

H.M.  Elmendprf  V : Commanding  . Officer,  95th  .Pursuit  Squadron,  departed,  via  air, 
in  two  P-12’s,  November  22nd,  ^ en  route  .for  Langley  Field,,.  Virginia,  via. Dayton, 
Ohio.  While  , at Langley. Fieldr  these  officers  will  ateend  conference  on  Pursuit 
Aviation  to  be  held  at  that  place. 

Major  K.  -Taramotq,,-.. Assistant  Military  Attache,  Imperial  Japanese  Embassy, 
was  a visitor-  at  Rockwell  Field,  November  26th.  While  here  Major  Taramoto  was 
extended  pest  courtesies  by  the  Post  Commander,  Major  A.L.  Sneed. 

Major  Byron  Q.  Jones,  was  a recent  visitor  at  Rockwell  Field,  passing 
through  here  en  route  to  March  Field.  Major  Jones  inspected  civilian  flying 
activities  in  the  vicinity  of  San  Diego  during  his  visit. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Honorable  James ,W.  Good,  the 
large  dance  planned  by  the  Officers’  Club,  Rockwell  Field,  for  November  27th, 
was  indefinitely  postponed*  • . . • • 

The  11th  Bombardment  Squadron  and  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  were  hosts  to  the 
Officers  and  their  wives  of  Rockwell  Field  at  an  elaborately  prepared  Thanks- 
giving Dinner.  The  mess  halls  were  appropriately  decorated  fcr  the  occasion. 

Lieut.  , l.R.  Dallas.. returned  to  duty  at  Rockwell  Air  Depot.,  November  29th 
from  j^lier  .Regd  General  Hospital,  where  .he -had  been  under  observation  and. 


t.  o 


i .j 


treatment  * 

1 >•»  J ».*  -■  t v ■••  • • • • ' x •;  v . c. 

Lieut.  Odas  Moon  returned  •to..  Rpclswell  Field,  November  25th,  after  complet- 
ing four  months’  detached  service . a.t  -Wright  Field,  Ohio,  pursuing  a course  in 
Aerial  -Navigation.  Lieut  , -Moon,  in. 'addition  to  his  other  duties,  was  appoint- 
ed Assistant  Post  Operations.  Officer  ,.and.  .O  .1  .G.  Organized  .Reserves  . 

Capt.  Robert  G.  Breene  arrived  at’ Rockwell  Field,  December  1st,  by  air, 
from  Wright  Field,  for  purpose  of  conferring  with  the  Commanding  Officer  re- 
garding exhaust  installations  on  the., LB-7.. airplanes,  and  ai-r  .intakes  on  the 
Wasp  engines  installed  in  P-12  airplanes-*  Capt.  Breene  - left,  this  field,  Decem- 
ber 2nd,  to  visit  the  Douglas  Company  Sant  a Monica,  Calif-,  , 

Rockwell  Field  reports  the  receipt  .-.-of  one  .^Tractor  Crawler,  type  "Cletrac", 
model  No.  20,  from  the  Cleveland  Tradtor.  Company . ; ...This  .tractor  will  be  used  on 
the  flying  line  for  use  of  the  . squadrons » 


Crissy  Field,  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  November  29th . 


On  November  8th  the  officers  of  the  Post  and  their  wives,  the  bachelor 
officers  and  their  friends  attended  a.  dinner  dance  at  .Taits -at -the -Beach.  The 
affair-had  been  planned  as  a farewell  party  to  Colonel  .and  Mrs.  G.C.  Brant,  Air 
Corps,  and  Capt.  and  Mrs.  David  A.-;;  Myers,  Medical  Corps,  Flight  Surgeon,  but 
the  receipt  of  last  minute  orders. made  it  a farewell  to  Capt.. and  Mrs.  Myers 
and  a .rejoicing  over  not  losing  Col*  and.  Mrs.  Brant,  who.. are -to  be  with  us, 
although  not  on  duty  at  Crissy  Field,  for  some  .time  yet..  ..  -As  . is  usual  at  Air 
Corps  parties,  no  one  seemed  to  get.  any.  more  than  the  highest  enjc^Tnent  cut  of 
the affair  . Silly  functions , these  Air  Corps  parties,  eh,  what?  - 

Big  game  week  - Stanford  vs ...  California  - was  the  occasion  for  an  influx 
into  Crissy  of  man^  of  the  fly able  .airplanes  in  the  Corps  Area  and. a number  of 
Navy  planes  as  well.  The  Crissy  Field  bachelors  were  busily  engaged- over  the 
week  end  in  trying  to  chisel  rides  ..^n  P-12’s,  02-K"S , . F-4B’  S and  what  net. 

2nd  Lieut.  HillfcrdR.  Wallace,  Washington  National  Guard, _ Photographic 
Officer,  reported  for  extended  active -duty  and : was,. attached  to  the  Photo  Section 
as  Assistant  Photographic  Officer.  He  completed  the  course  in  Aerial  Photog- 
raphy at  the  Technical  School,  Chanute  Field,  last  June. 

Tech.  Sgt . Raymond  A.,  ,-S  to  dowel  11  .reported..fcp  duty  from  the  Philippine 
Island^,,  taking  the  place  of  Mr  .Sgt . W,>R . Klutz-,  who  was  transferred  .to  the 
Philippine  to  relieve  him.  : -...t  r _. 

, Staff-  Sgt*  0’ Callaghan,  temporarily  detailed  to.. Ft  v Lewis  .as  Air  Corps 
Instructor  in  Photography,  recently  returned  to  Crissy  Field. 
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Prissy  yield,  Presidio  of  Saif  Franc i-sco-, 


Calif'.  ,•  December  .9 the.  : 


Hie  cooperative  work  "Which  2nd" Lieut s.  G\W\  •••Hanson,'  Air  Corps,  and-  1.  H.’ 
Barber,  Air  Reserve,  and  1st  Lieut.  J.R.  Hargiovo  have  been conducting.  ’with  the 
6th  Goast  Artillery  at  Fort  Barry  lias  produced  excellent  results.  In  this /work 
Lieut.  Barber  devised  a new  instrument  for  target  position  findings  from  a plane 
of  targots  hidden  from  the  battery,  and  so  far  in  practice  accurate . sensings 
have  been  obtained..  As  soon  as  clear  weather  appears,  actual  firing  on  a sea 
target  will  be  carried'  out'. 

On  December  9th  the  second  cooperative  problem. for' the  year  with  the  76th 
Field  Artillery  was  carried  out  at  Monterey,  Calif.,  2nd  Lieut s-.  E.V.  Pettis, 

Air  Reserve,  acting  as  pilot  and  v7. A.  Fenander,  Air  Corps,  as  observer.  Flying 
conditions  were  extremely  bad,  and  on  the  return  trip  Lieut.  Fenander  furnished 
much  amusement  for  the  boys  in  his  attempts  to  land  on  Crissy  with  a 30*-miie 
cross  wind  and  boiling  air  currents  aiding  and  abetting  him.  Aside  from  the  mo- 
mentary amusement  furnished  the  spectators,  it  is  in  truth  often  a matter  of 
serious  concern  as  to  what  form  of  approach  a pilot  must  use  to  got  into  Crissy, 
and  Lieut.  Fenander  "proved  himseld  equal  to  the  occasion  by  finally  setting  his 
P~2H  down  in  spite  of  h-  and  high  weather. 

Dr.  Alberto  Gomez  Zarato,  Minister  of  War,  .Marine  and  Aviation. of  the 
Republic  of  El  Salvador,  accompanied  by  Lieut. -Col.  Eengler,  Assistant  Chief  of 
Staff  (G-2)  of  the  9th  Corps  Area,  visited  Crissy  Field  on  November  29th.  Hie 
Doctor  impressed  us  with  his  wide  scope  of  knowledge  on  subjects,  pertaining  to 
aviation.  A flight  over  the  bay  region  had  been  arranged  for  him,  but  poor 
flying  conditions  interfered. 

Eric  He Ison  dropped  in  to  say  hello  to  the  gang  the  other  day.  Eric  not 
only  looks  prosperous  these  days  but,  from  all  accounts,  is  more  than  successful 
in  his  capacity  as  General" Sales  Manager  for  Booing. 

Emory  Bronte  and  George  Dixon  looked  us  over  recently.  The  Associated  -• 
Boeing  job  is  busy  these  days  gathering  data  for  the  compilation  of  new  Airways 
Map  and  Directory.  Bronte  promises  that  it  will  bo  the  host  of  its  kind  yet . to 
be  turned  out. 

Flying  conditions  for  tile  latter  part  of  November  and  the  first  of  December 
have  been  rather  poor  ~ smoke,  and  fog  have  made  it  extremely  difficult  for 
routine,  work.  ... 

on  .December  6th,  2nd  Lieut.  ITelson  D.  Jenkins , Air  Reserve,  and  2nd  Lieut. 
J.  Cavagharo , Air  Reserve,  attended  the  funeral'  of  2nd  Lieut.'  Clarence  Price, 

Air  Reserve, "who  was  recently  killed  at  Vancouver,  Washington.  Lieut . Price  was 
buried  at  his  birthplace, Healdsburg,  Calif.  . 

San  Antonio  Ai'r  Denot,  Duncan  Field, ' -Texas',  December  11th.  . 

Brigadier- General  Edward  L.  King,' Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  G-3,  and  Major 
John  B.  Brooks,  Air  Corps,  General  Staff,  of  .the  Office  of  the- Chief  of  Staff, 
G-3,  paid  a visit  of  inspection  at  : this  Depot  on  November  15th.*.  in  connection 
with  thoir  tour  of  inspection  of  various  activities  in  this-  area.  They  were 
accompanied  on  their  visit  to  this  Depot  by  Brigadier- General  F.P.  Lahm,  Com- 
manding General  of  the  Air  Corps "Training  Center. 

Lieut.  Lucas  V.  Beau,  Jr. , Air  Corps  Inst  mac tor  with  the  Colorado  Rational 
Guard  at  Denver,  visited  the  Depot  Ho vernier  24th  to  26th,  bringing  in  an  02-H 
for  overhand-,  ' ‘ 

Lieut y i¥.B.  Clark,  of  March 'Field,  arrived  here  Hoy.  25th  to. obtain  and 
ferry  back  to  his  l.ome  station  a DH-4M-2S  plane,  leaving  here.- on  the  27th. 

Major'  L'.H.  Brereton,-  Commanding  Officer  of  Air  Corps  troops  at  Fort  Sill, 
Okla. , visit! d here' Dec.  5th  and  6th,  piloting  an  02-plabe  for  overhaul  and 
returping;,.by  rail.  ■ 

The"  nimrods  among  the  personnel  of  this  station  have  been  availing,  them- 
selves of  week-end  hunting  parries  this'  season  in  the  excellent  game  regions  of 
this  section  of  the-  country,  reporting  reasonably  good  success  with  dee-r, 
turkey,  otc.  The  fishing  also  seems  to  afford  sat isi armory  results  this  year. 

Tno  Engineer ing  Department  ef  the  -Depot  has  been  keeping  up  its  end  in  the 
overhaul  and  repair  of  airplanes- and  engines  during  October  and  ITovembcr,  viz: 
October:  Airplanes,  overhaul  - 2 A-3,-  3 DH-4M-L,  2 DK-4M-2,  1 DH-4M-2K,  2 02, 

2 02-0,  1 02-J,  1 02- M3,  - 1 Pl-A,  1 Pl-E,  2 Pl-F,  1 PL-9A,  1 PT.-9C,  1 FS7-9D, 

7 PT-3,  3 PT-3A,  1 XI- A;  total  32.  Airblanes J miscellaneous  repair  ~ 1 A-3, 

1 C-l,  1 02,  3 02- H,  2 02-K,  .1  PT-3A,  l'xPT-5,  total- 10 -.  Engines,  major  over- 
haul - 27  Curtiss  D-12,  3 TTright  J-5,  total  30.  - Engines,  minor  overhaul  - 80 
Liberty,  4 Curtiss. , D-12 , 4 bright  J-5,  -total,  88. 
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November!  Airplanes,  overhaul:  3 A-3,  3 A-3A,  2 LB-5,  1 DH-4M-2,  3 DK-4M2T, 
1 02,  1 02- A,  4 02-H,  3 ?1-D,  2 Pl-F,  3 PT-3,  3 PT-3A,  total,  29..  Airplanes, 
miscellaneous  repair:  2 A-3,  1 o2-H,  1 Pl-A,  1 PT-3A,  total,  5.  Engines,  major 
overhaul:  23  Curtiss  D-12,  18  Wright  J-5,  total,  41.  Engines,  minor  overhaul, 

38  Liberty. 

fykrch  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  Lecember  12th. 

While  servicing  a DH  airplane,  a static  spark  caused  the  gasoline  to  ignite. 
The  plane  was  a total  loss,  despite  the  earnest  efforts  of  the  fire  department 
to  extinguish  the  blaze.  Fortunately,  no  one  was  in  the  plane  at  the  time. 

The  first  real  Santa  And.  wind  storm  of  the  season  hit  Ivfetrch  Field  on  Nov. 
26th.  The  dust  was  so  thick  that  flying  had  to  be  called  off.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  see  fifty  yards  beyond  the  hangar  line.  When  the  wind  blows  around 
here,  it  sure  does  blow. 

Major  B.Q,.  Jones,  Air  Corps,  dropped  into  March  Field  en  route  from 
Rockwell  to  Crissy. 

On  the  evening  of  November  27th,  the  officers  of  March  Field  gave  their 
monthly  hop  in  the  Officers'  Club.  It  was  attended  by  a large  gathering. 

Several  dinner  parties  were  given  prior  to  the  hop. 

Major  Teronato  of  the  Japanese  Army  inspected  the  Field  on  December  3rd. 

Ke  appeared  much  interested  in  the  work  being  done  here. 

Coming  in  to  land  in  a DH  on  the  March  Field  airdrome  on  the  morning  of 
December  3rd,  Flying  Cadet  Aaron  W.  Mason  failed  to  see  Lieut.  Cumberpatch  in  a 
PT  under  him,  and  as  a result  landed  on  top  of  him.  Very  fortunately,  no  one 
was  seriously  hurt.  Lieut,  Cumberpatch  received  a few  bruises  and  was  tempora- 
rily knocked  out. 

Captain  A.B.  McDaniels  arrived  by  air  from  Kelly  Field  on  December  11th, 
returning  to  his  home  station  the  next  day. 


France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  December  9th. 


The  Department  Mess  Management  School  has  closed  until  after  the  Maneuver 
period.  The  last  officer  graduated  from  France  Field  is  Lieut.  Robert  B. 
Williams,  who  is  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  12th  Photo  Section.  It  is  ru- 
mored that  the  men  in  the  Photo  Section  are  tharkful  that  Lieut.  Williams  must 
confine  his  activities  to  photography  and  that  they  do  not  have  their  own  mess, 
but  break  bread  with  the  25th  Bombardment.  The  fears  of  the  men,  however,  are 
unjustified,  as  Mrs.  Williams  reports  that  the  bread  and  biscuits  are  fine, and 
that  the  gravy  was  not  burned,  but  only  browned. 

This  actually  happened  - and  they  say  soldiers  lack  humor.  Officer  of  the 
Day  approached  Guard  House  after  challenging  hours: 

Sentry  on  post:  "Halt,  who  is  there?" 

O.D,:  "Officer  of  the  Day." 

Sentry  on  Post:  "Corporal  of  the  Guard,  Officer  of  the  ■Day." 

O.D. : "Never  mind  the  Corporal  of  the  Guard,  if  I want  him  I will  call  him 


myself." 

Captain  Rudolph  Propst  departed  for  station  at  Wright  Field,  The  Captain, 
called  "Joe"  by  everyone,  lias  made  many  friends  not  only  in  the  services,  but 
among  the  people  of  the  Zone  and  the  Republic.  He  sailed  on  the  Panama  Railroad 
ship  on  December  8th,  He  was  accompanied  by  one  dog,  origin  unknown;  type, 
police;  disposition  good  until  acquired  by  present  owner;  now  not  to  be  trusted. 

The  Squadron  baseball  season  closed  in  the  midst  of  Panama  liquid  sunshine, 
and  unless  you  have  been  here  it  is  quite  impossible  to  appreciate  how  blinding 
such  sunshine  is.  It  was  a play-off  game  between  the  Pur suiters  and  the 
Bombardiers.  The  tactics  of  the  Pursuit ers  won  the  applause  of  the  multitp.de, 
and  the  constant  roar  of  the  ball  diving  and  climbing  out  of  Hod  Eller's  fast 
left  came  near  unnerving  the  Bombardiers.  The  Pursuiters  did  not  realize  that 
the  Bombardiers  had  preliminary  practice  In  Keystone  Bombers  and  neither  noise 
nor  vibration  affect  them  after  a certain  point  is  reached.  The  eyes  of  the 
Bombardiers  are  so  accustomed  to  seeing  tail  surfaces,  wings  and  fuselages 
shake,  that  in- curve s and  out-curves  look  like  good  balls,  and  they  can  swat 
anything  coming  near  the  bat.  The  Bombardiers  won,  and  the  victory  made  the 
25th  Bombardment  Squadron  champions  of  France  Field. 

The  France  Field  baseball  team  us  now  getting  Into  shape  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Lieut.  Eller.  It  looks  like  a winning  team  and  the  best  we  have  had  for 
several  years.  The  Army- Nary  League  schedule  is  a hard  one,  but  France  Field 
intends  to  win. 
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Self ridge  Field.,  Mt.  Clemons,  Mich.  ,,  December  6th. 

The  regular  routine  of  training  - post,  Group,  squadron  and  individual  - has 
■been  completed  for  another  month,,',  with  the  following  special  flights  being  made: 

Second  Lieut.  James  H.  Gray,  Air  Bcsorvc,  pilot,  with  Private  Benjamin 
Maxan  as  mechanic,  departed  for  Sky  Harbor  Airport,  Sky  Harbor,  111.,  November 
10th,  for  temporary  duty  in  connection  with  anti-aircraft  firing  of  the  2nd 
Infantry,  Port  Sheridan,  111. 

Upon  completion  of  this  duty  on  November  19th,  Lieut.  Gray  departed  for 
Self ridge.  Near  South  Bend,  Indiana,  ho  was  forced  down  due  to  a heavy  snow 
storm,  and  in  landing  he  bent  a center  section  stmt  and  damaged  a wheel.  Due  to 
continued  bad  weather  for  the  next  few  days,  Lieut.  Gray's  plane  was  not  repair- 
ed until  late  November  23rd,  Lieut.  Gray  and  mechanic  returning  to  Selfridge 
the  following  day. 

On  November  16th,  instructions  were  received  to  transport  the  Secretary 
of  Labor,  Mr.  Davis,  from  Battle  Creek,  Michigan,  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  the 
following;  day.  Captain  Victor  H.  Strahm  was  selected  as  pilot.  Talcing  the  tri- 
motor (Ford),  Captain  Strahm  pi  deed  up  the  Secretary  at  Battle  Creek  as  direct- 
ed, but  due  to  an  exceptionally  heavy  fog  and  rain  was  unable  to  maintain  suffi- 
cient altitude  to  clear  the  tree  tops  and  was  forced  to  land  at  Toledo,  Mr. Davis 
making  the  balance  of  the  trip  by  rail. 

On  November  26th,  Major  Balph  Boyce,  Group  Commander,  and  Captain  Victor  H. 
Strahm,  in  two.P-lC's  (Pursuit  planes),  departed  for  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  Pursuit  Conference  there  on  the  26th  and  27th.  They 
returned  on  the  27th,  but  departed  on. the  29th  for  Langley  Field,  via  Buffalo, 
and  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y.,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  a Pursuit  Conference  on 
Pursuit  Aviation  at  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School.  Enroute  they  were  also  to 
confer  with  1st  Lieut.  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  Air  Corps,  representing  the  Air  Corps 
at  the  Curtiss  Aeroplane  and  Motor  Corporation,  Garden  City,  Long  Island,  N.Y., 
regarding  Air  Corps  matters.  Major  Boyce  and  Captain  Strahm  arrived  at  Labgley 
Field  on  December  1st. 

Lieut.  Paul  E.  Shanahan,  pilot , with  Pvt . ■ Wn.  3.  Buckley  as  mechanic,  in 
the  .0-1,  transported  four  men  to  Chanute  Field,  111.,  for  the  purpose  of  attend- 
ing the  Air  Corps  Technical  School.  Lieut  Shanahan  returned  the  following  day 
with  several  graduates  for  assignment  to  this  station. 

Visiting  here  during  November  were  Lieut.  McAllister  from  Wright  Field  and 
Captain  Frank  O'D.  Hunter,  who  for  some  tine 'was  the  Operations  Officer  at  this 
station,  but.  now  on  duty  in  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps. 

On  the  6th  Lieut.  Finley  ferried  our  only  02-H  to  its  new  station  at 
Chanute  Field,  111. 

Captain  Lynd  and  Sergeant  Hognan  arrived  here  on  the  same  day  for  the  pur- 
pose of  checking  the  Visual  Inspection  System. 

Major  B.Q,.  Jones  arrived  from  Bolling  on  the  12th,  departing  for  Chicago 
on  the  15th. 

Lieuts.  Zettle  and  Caldwell,  from  Wright  Field,  piloting  a P-1  and  an  02-H, 
respectively,  arrived  on  the  15th  and  returned  the  same  day. 

Lieut.  Wilson,  in  an  0-2,  arrived  from  Chanute  on  the.  15th  and  returned 
the  next  day. . 

Another  old  Self ridge  pilot,  1st  Lieut.  Alfred  J.  Lyons,  arrived  here  on 
the  16th  from  Wright  Field,  returning,  on  the  18th. 

Lieut.  Niergarth  arrived  from  the  Fairfield,  Ohio,  Air  Depot  on  the  21st, 
and  returned  same  day. 

Lieut.  Glantzberg  arrived  from  Wright  Field  on  the  23rd,  returning  the 
following  day. 

• 17th  Pursuit  Squadron:  New  officers  reporting  in  to  the  Squadron  during 
the  past  month  are  Lieuts.  Coleman,  Olds,  Shanahan  and  Bogers  of  the  Begular 
Army,  and  Lieuts.  Giovannoli  and  Nelson  of  the  Air  Be serve. 

The  Squadron  enjoyed  a turkey  feast  on  Thanksgiving  Day  which  was  a real 
"spread"  with  all  trimmings,  including  good  old  fashioned  pumpkin  pie  "like 
mother  used  to  make , " thanks  to  the  personnel  of  the  Squadron  mess.  Officers 
who  wbre  guests  of  the  Squadron  and  besides  the  Squadron  officers  were  Captain 
Holden  and  family,  Captain  Grey  and  family,  Lieut.  Morris  and  family,  and 
Lieuts.  Bacher  and  Beed. 

Gross-countries  were  made  by  Lt.  Grover  to  Erie,  Pa.,  and  Lt.  Aubry  L. 

Moore  to  Cleveland.  Bob  Moor  made  his  usual  weekly  visits  to  Toledo,  cause 
unknown.  He  was  .caught  by  winter  and  flew  back  in  snow  last  week  by  way  of 
variety. 
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94th.  Pursuit  Squadron:  11  Thanksgiving  ;^nd,  whsj;  a.  meal!  Sgt . Metcalf  sure  up- 
held  his  reputation  as  a mess  sergeant  this  year.  Next  time  we  will  requisition 
a portable  derrick-/'1-'  •'  .J  • ■ ■ . 

The  Squadron  Welcomed  back  its  pandering  "skipper,"  - Lieut.  Harry  A. 
Johnson  - who  has  been  on  leave.  • 

Several  new  members  have  been  added  to;  our.  roster  this  month.  Lieut. 

J&rion  L.  Elliott  was  transferred-  from-  the’  15th  Observation  Squadron,  and  the 
following  newcomers  to  the  field  have  joined  our 'family:  2nd  Lieuts.  Anderson, 
Auton,  McClellan,  Scott,  Te liman  and  Vaupre,  -all  Air  Reserve. 

15th  Observation  Squadron:  Earing  the.  month  of  November,  several  changes 
were  ma.de  in  the  commissioned  personnel  of  the  Squadron,  viz:  Lieuts,  Elliott, 
Shanahan  and  Nelson  to  the  Pursuit  Group.  Lieuts.  Reed,  Bulger,  Sirmeyer  and 
McLennan  re-ported  for  duty  from  Kelly  Field.  . So  the  old  problem  still  confronts 
the  organization,  namely,  many  pilots  and  few  airplanes.  The  old  02* s are  de- 
veloping more  troubles'  than  a collegiate  -flivver,  and  consequently  we  are  find- 
ing much  difficulty  in  complying  with  the  training  schedule-.  It  seems  that  the 
easiest  solution  to  our  predicament  is  a letter  to  Santa  Claus,  now  that 
Christmas  is  almost  here. 

And  speaking  of  Christmas  reminds  us  that  Thanksgiving  has  just  -passed  and 
that  it  was  celebrated  by  the  squadron  in  a most  appropriate,  manner,,  with  a big 
dinner.  , A dinner  dance  was  given  by  the  officers  at  the  home  of  Capt.  and  Mrs. 
C.H.  Reynolds,  and  it  was  probably  one  of  the  best  in  history. 

The  Baseball  Champ  i on  ship  cup  was  -presented  to  the  Squadron,  adding  another 
to  the  collection  of  athletic  trophies  which- have  been  increasing  steadily  since 
the  reorganization  of  the  Squadron.  Lieuts.  Reed  and  Gray  are  coaching  the 
basket  ball  team,  and  with  the  material  available  have  prospects  for  a team  that 
will  compare  very  favorably  with' the.  best . 

Langley  Field,  Hampton,  Va. , December  6th. 

19th  Airship  Company: 

. On  November  1st  and  5th,  observation  missions  in  cooperation  with  the  Coast 
Artillery,  Fort  Monroe,-  we-re  completed  with  excellent  results,  two-way  radio 
communication  being  maintained  throughout  the  firing. 

A demonstration  flight  was  flown  on  .November  1st  for  Generals  Moses,  Gowen 
and  Roberts,,  during  which  the  Generals  were  shown  the  various  .interesting 
places  on  the  Peninsula.  - 

A total  of  seven  flights,  made  during  the  week  ending  November  23rd,  in- 
cluded two  radio  test  flights,  four  practice  flights  and  one  observation  mission 
with  the  Coast  Artillery  at  Fort  Monroe,  7a.  The  observation,  mission  with  Fort 
Monroe  was  carried  out  on  November  20th  in  the  TC-6,  Captain  A.I.  Puryaar, pilot , 
and  1st  Lieut.  M.E.  Mc-Hugo,  observer.  The  mission  was  quite  successful. 

. . First  Lieut.  H7.D.  Buie  reported  to  this  station- from  Brooks  Field,  Texas, 
and  was  assigned  to  this  organization  for  duty. 

Langlqy  Field  defeated  Fort  Eustis  Saturday,  November  16th,  in  the  de- 
ciding game  of  the  Southern  District  Championship  by  the  score  of  7 to  6. 

Eustis  played  exceptionally  good  football  and  showed  surprising  strength,  and 
what  was  doped  to  be  a set  up  for  Langley  developed,  into  the  hardest  fight  of 
the  year  for  the  Birdmen.  Eustis  had  a good  aerial  attack  and  scored  in  the 
third  period  after  recovering  a fumble  on  the  Langley  15  yard  line.  A 10-yard 
pass  followed  by  four  line  plunges  put  the  ball  over.  The  Eustis  aggregation 
had  not  ceased  cheering  before  Kerr,  Langley  Quarterback,  took  the  following 
kick  off  and  ran  90  yards  for  a touchdown.  Tyrell  kicked  goal.  Half  back 
Tyrrell,  whose  playing  previous  to  this  had  been  sensational,  kept  Langley  con- 
tinually in  hot  water  by  frequent  fumbles,  but  made  up  for  this  by  several  long 
runs  outside  tackle.  Keys,  fullback,  and  Reiter,  center,  for  Langley,  played 
a great  defensive  game,  and  the  line  plunging  of  Keys  and  Howard  were  respon- 
sible for  many  of  Langley’s  gains  through  the  line.  Langley  made  15  first 
downs  while  Eustis  secured  only  4,  only  one  of  which  was  from  scrimmage. 

All  operations  for  the  week  were  called  off  at  noon,  November.  27th,  in 
order  to  allow  the  officers  and  men  to  participate  in  the  Thanksgiving  holidays. 
Quite  a number  of  the  men  were  given  passes  to  enable  them  to  reach  their  homes 
for  Thanksgiving,  but  the  majority  remained  here  for  the  Company’s  Turkey  Feast. 

The  Langley  football  squad  journeyed  to  Carlisle  Barracks  on  November  24th 
and  lost 'a  heartbreaker  to  the  Medicos,  9 to  6.  Costly  fumbles  and  heavy 
penalties  at  critical  stages  of  the  game  were  responsible  for  all  of  Carlisle's 
points,  while  Tyrrell,  Langley  halfback,  skirted  right  end  and  ran.  65  yards  be- 
hind perfect  interference  for  Langley’s  touchdown  in  the  third  period,  but 
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failed  to  r:ia lie  the  extra  point.  This  proved  to  ho  the  host  game  of  the  yeat, 
and  though  the  team  mas  finally  hoaten  by'  breaks,  both  coaches  and  players  feel 
that  Langley  had  the  hotter  tear.:,-  The  'Carlisle  to  an  had  a weight  advantage  of 
about  12  -pounds  to  the  ran,  and  Langley’ s light,  line  was  severely  handicapped 
hy  a middy  field. 

Toe  19th  Basketball  tear.!  lias  been  organized,  and  judging  from  present  in- 
dications the  squad  should  cor;. pare  favorably  with  any  tear,  on  the  Peninsula. 

Tie  made  a strong  hid  for  the  Post  Championship  last  season,  and  with  several 
likely  looking  now ' candidate's  this  year  expect  to  have  a banner  season. 

Second  Lieut . Wn.  J.  McCracken  is  coaching  the  team. 

Second  Lieut'-.  B.T.  Starkey  left  November -'30th  for  Fort  Bragg,  N.C.,  on  de- 
tached service  in  connection  with  a hoard  of  survey , returning  December  4th. 

The  Langley  football  squad  wound  up  a very  good  season  last  week  by  de- 
feating the  Naval  Training  Station,  7 to  6,  and  the  Horfolk  Blues,  52  to  0. 

The  Blues  were  considered  the  champions  of  the  Peninsula.  Langley’ s second 
string  played  the  greater  part  of  each  game.  Captain  Usher,  head  coach,  is 
very  enthusiastic,  over  next. year’s  prospects,  as  all  of  this  year’s  team  pro- 
mised to  be  on  hahd.for  the  next  season. 

Headquarters,  2nd  Bombardment  Group,  by  Lieut.  Jack  N.  Wood,  A.C. 

Captain 'Henry  Pascale  and  Lieut.  Urn.  G.  Davis  left  Langley  Field  in  an 
LB-7,  Nov.  7th,  for  Mobile,  Ala.  , to  help  dedicate  a new  airport  and  to  -parti- 
cipate in- any  indoor  festivities. which  might  be  started  as  an  outgrowth  of  the 
dedication.  They  returned  on  the  12th. 

Lieut '..  Leonard  ..(Jake)  Harman  is  hack  with  the  Group  after  a month’s  leave. 
He  was  engaged  in  commercial  instructing  at  the  Boston  Airport. 

Lieut Sj.  Shidler,  Byan  and  Best  were  assigned  to  the  9Sth  Squadron  on 
October  28th. 

The  "Condors"  are  undergoing  a thorough  overhaul  prior  to  the  Miami 
flight.  IJetf  valves  are  being  installed  and  several  changes  are  being  made  for 
the  convenience,  of  •personnel  participating  in  the  flight.  3-2  #28-398  was 
equipped  with  a tail  wheel  at  the  Curtiss  plant  last  week.  It  seems  to  he 
very  satisfactory. 

Lieut.  Coleman  narrowly  averted  a serious  accident  on  the  25th  while  land- 
ing an  LB-7.  The  oleo  fitting  milled  out  on  the , take-off , making  it  necessary 
to  .land  the  airplane  on  one  wheel.  He  made  an  excellent  landing,  and  the  air- 
plane was  damaged  very  slightly. 

LB-7,  A.C.  #29-7  .burned  at  Phillips  Field,  Aberdeen,  Md. , on  October  25th. 
It  is  believed  that  a small,  particle  of  carbon  fell  on  the  lower  wring  and  ig- 
nited same.  The- airplane  burned  very  rapidly  and  consumed  several  parachutes, 
uniforms  and  personal  equipment  of  the  crew.  The  motors  and  instruments  were 
not  burned.  A strong  no.se  wing  kept  the  fire  away. - from  the  front  cockpit. 

The  purpose  of  the  Miami  flight  mas  to  test  the  ability  of  the  new  Curtiss 
Bombers  and  also,  the  Keystone  LB-10,  which  crashed.  Other  officers  besides 
Major  Kherr,  Captain  Bust  and  Lieut.  Huggins,  who  made  the  flight  to  Florida,, 
were  Captain  F.  B.  Hackett  ',  Lieuts.  James  M.  Gillespie,  Jamofe.  Adams , A.J.  Kerwin 
Malone,  M.D.  Burnside,  77. D.  Wolfinbarger  and  E.M.  Day.  Ten  enlisted  men  algo 
accompanied  the  flight.  According  to  all  who  made  the  trip,  Miami  is  a great 
town  and  the  natives  are  generous  hosts. 

Thus  far  the  training  of  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group  consisted  in  flying 
aerial  gunnery  missions.  Several  good  scores  have  been  made  in  gunnery-, while 
nearly  all  the  pilots  are  finding  some  difficulty  in  flying  over  the  camera 
obscura  hut.  The  new.  pilots  who  trained  in  other  branches  than  bombardment 
are  finding  camera  obscura  work  extremely  fascinating  ard  far  from  being  easy. 

Night  flying  was  also  started,  and  the  Group  will  continue  to  fly  Tuesday 
and  Thursday  nights.  At,  least  one  cross-country  mission  will  he  accomplished 
hy  each  pilot. 

Lieut.  Wm.  G.  Davis  and  Sergeant  Cummings,  flying  an  LB-6,  and  Lieut. 

T.S.  Power  and  Sergeant  Martin  in  a Curtiss  "Condor,"  enroute  to  Langley  from 
Fort  Bragg,  were  forced  down  at  Boykins,  Va. , due  to  darkness  and  a severe 
snowstorm, 

Lieut.  Reuben  C.  Hood,  who  was  on  detached  service  at  Sdgewood  Arsenal,  Md. 
taking  a course  in  Chemical  Warfare,  returned  to  duty  at  Langjey  Field. 

The  Group  Garrison  School  completed  a course  in  Field  Artillery  and 
Chemical  Warfare.  ■ 

Captain  Henry.  Pascale  took  the  C-X-.C  to  New  York  during  the  Thanks  giving 
holidays,  and  Lieut.  O’Connor  took  the  C-2A  also  to  New  York.  Several  other 
officers  went  in  each  transport,  and  all . attended  ,tb,e . Army-  Not  re  Dane  football 
game , 
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The  Squadrons'  training  program' is  progressing  as  scheduled.  'Instruction 
Gunnery  will  t>e  completed  about  December  15th.  Navigation  missions  are  no w 
being  flown  within  the  airdrome. 

The  heavy  Fort  Monroe  team  was  licked  decisively  at  Fort  Monroe  on  November 
9th  by  a score  of  39  to  7 by  Langley  Field  football  squad.  Fort  Monroe's  score 
came  only  after  the  Langley  eleven  had  been  weakened  by  substitutions.  Langley 
scored  twice  in  the  first  five  minutes  of  play.  Keys  plunged  37  yards  in  three 
plays  to  score  first,  and  before  the  Artillerymen  could  recover  their  wits  the 
red-headed  Tyrrell  had  squirmed  off  tackle  and  raced  40  yards  for  another  score. 
Reiter,  center,  and  Keys,  halfback,  showed  best  on  defense  for  Langley,  but  the 
entire  line  presented  an  almost  impregnable  front  to  Fort  Monroe.  Hetrick  and 
McKinney,  halfbacks,  each  intercepted  a pass  and  raced  for  touchdowns  in  the 
last  period.  Lieut.  John  Pitzer,  former  Nest  Point  star,  played  with  Monroe. 

Nichols  Field,  Rizal , November  4th, 

• The  U.S.  Amy  Transport  GRANT,  on  October  4th,  was  given  the  customary 
welcome  by  playing  the  part  of  an  enemy  fleet  and  being  attacked  by  the-  Blue's 
Air  Force.  The  problem  was  successful  in  every  way. 

Since  last  writing  Lieuts.  Steinmetz , Grisham,  McDonnell,  Salsman;  Nowland 
and  Stearley  enjoyed  the  cool  weather  at  Ihguio , 

Lieuts.  Hoag  and  Lindeburg  have  had  their  China  trips,  while  Captain 
Elvins  had  a Southern  Island  cruise . • 

Starting  Hay  1,  1929,  Nichols  Field  has  been  supplying  one  officer  each 
month  for  Bakers  and  Cooks  School  at  McKinley.  To  date  the  following  graduated: 
Lieuts.  Graves,  Morris,  Davidson,  Joe  Smith,  Shea  and  Hoag. 

First  Lieut.  Leslie  Skinner,  recent  arrival,  is  the  new  Personnel  Adjutant. 

In  bowling,  Regimental  League,  Nichols  Field  enlisted  men  are  in  first 
place.  In  the  Philippine  Bowling  Association  they  are  in  fourth  place  and  the 
officers  in  eighth  place.  In  inter- basketball  series  Nichols  is  tied  with' the 
60th  Coast  Artillery  for  second  place. 

The  baseball  team  got  away  with  a bad  start,  losing  the  first  two  games. 
Better  results  are  expected.  ' ‘ 

Telesco,  inter-service  welter-weight  champion,  on  October  16th,  staged  the 
best  example  of  a come-back  which  has  been  seen  any  place  recently.  Careless 
in  the  first  round  of  his  bout  with  Morgan  of  the  Marines,  he  took  a count  of 
seven .and  then  one  of  three,  barely  staggering  through  the  second  round  in  a ' 
dazed,  crosseyed  condition  to  win  the  decision  at  the  end  of  the  sixth  round. 

The  first  nine  holes  of  the  new  golf  course  are  almost  finished. 

Enthusiasm  is  high. 

2nd  Observation  Squadron:  Captain  Donald  Nil son,  former  Commanding  Offi- 
cer of  the  Squadron,  left  on  the  IT.  S.A.T.  GRANT  for  his  new  station  at  .Langley 
Field,  Va.  He  takes  with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  Squadron. 

Lieut'.  T7.S.  Hamlin,  transferred  to  the  Squadron  from  the  P.A.D. , is  at 
present  Acting  Chairman  of  the  Nichols  Field  Golf  Club  and  is  busily  engaged  in 
supervising  the  construction  of  the  course. 

Lieut.  H.G.  Davidson,  Squadron  Supply,  Athletic  and  Recreation  Officer,  in 
addition  to  his  other  duties,  is  actually  in  charge  of  construction  of  the  golf 
course. 

Lieut.  Charles  V7.  Steinmetz  was  transferred  from  the  Squadron  to  the  P.A.D. 

Departures  on  the  last  Transport  were  Captain  Donald  Nilson,  Staff  Sergeant 
and  Mrs.  J.A.  Duprey,  Staff  Sgt.  P.G.  Smith,  on  furlough,  Sergeant  William 
Davis,  and  12  privates. 

The  Squadron  lost  one  of  its  best  all-around  athletes  in  the  departure  of 
Corporal  Tod  E.  Wolfe,  who  was  rated  one  of  the  best  1st  basemen  and  basketball 
guard  stationed  at  the  field  for  some  time. 

Arrivals  on  the  last  Transport  were  1st  Lieut.  Charles  Backes  and  family;' 
Staff  Sergeant  J.M.  Maxwell  and  wife,  Staff  Sergeant  M.S.  Tilghnan,  Sergeant 
¥.A.  Knight, and  23  Privates. 

Lieut.  Charles  Backes  was  assigned  duties  as  Post  Armament,  Post  Ordnance, 
and  Station  Para elm te  Officer. 

Flying  activities  during  October  were  greatly  increased  over  preceding 
months  due  to  favorable  flying  conditions. 

Numerous  problems  involving  radio  have  been  carried  out  with  the  45th  and 
57th  Infantry  at  Fort  McKinley.  A number  of  cross-country  formations  and  photo 
missions  have . been  made. 

The  bombing  and  gunnery  season  has  begun  and  already  a number  of  hours  of 
practice  bombing  has  been  put  in. 
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Headquarters , 4th  Composite , Group:  Captain  C.A.  Pirsley,  our  commanding 
officer  for  the  past: :'year;J,-.  loft  irq.  September  1st  to  assume  . command  of  the.  66th 
Service  SquaGrqn,,viVi'  ; ■ .■•jpv-  r 

Captain . Vernon  1..  Burge  arrived  on  the  October  4th  Transport  to  assume 
command  of  the  Detachment.  Having  been  hero  on  two  previous  occasions,  it  is 
very  likely  he  mil  find '.himself  at  home  again  renewing  old.  acquaintances.  . 

Sgt.  Callahan,  from?  Mit.chel  Field,  replaced  Sergeant  Lamoureux  and  assumed 
the  duties  of  first  sergeant. 

Sergeant  Poynter,  replacing  Sgt.  Simmons  and  hailing  from  the  dear  old 
State  -'of  Texas,  has  forever  endeared  himself  to  the  hearts  of  the  golf  fans. 

Our  dearly  beloved  Supply  Sergeant,  who  has  been  on  the  job  for  the  -past 
three  years,  has  at  last  decided  to  return  to  the  States  and  renew  old  acquain- 
tances (perhaps  to  hear  the  wedding  bells  chime),  but  at  any  rate  Corporal  Carr 
has  our  best  wishes  for  a happy  future  and  a loving  wife. 

6th  Photo  Section:  A number  of  photographic  missions  and  projects  were 
made  and  completed  during  the  month.  Mosaics  of  Clark  Field  and  Nichols  Field 
for  the  Chief  of  .the  Air  Corps,  Washington.  A reconnaissance  road  strip  was 
made  for  the  Commanding  General,  Fort  McKinley,  of  the  Manila  South. Road  from 
Manila'  to  Lipa,  about  75  miles.  Also  a number  of  interesting,  obliques  were 
made  of  Manila  and  vicinity  for  publicity  purposes. 

The  Section  did  not  lose  any  men  on  October  boat,  but  gained  three  recruits 

66th  Service  Squadron:  1st  Lieut.  Joseph  Smith  returned  for  duty  from 
Fort  Wm.  McKinley  on  October  1st,  after  completing  a course  of  instruction  in 
Mess  Management  at  the  School  for  Bakers  and  Cooks,  and  took  over  the  duties  as 
Squadron  Mess  Officer  and  Adjutant. 

Several  11  short-timers"  parties  were  given  prior  to  the  departure  of  the 
U. S.A.T.  'GRANT  on  October  12th,  but  from  all  reports  the  "short-timers"  dinner, 
given  by  the  Squadron  on  October  5th,  was  the  most  enjoyed.  Staff  Sergeant 
Tony  Yu'cius,  Mess .Sergeant , and  his  able  assistants,  were  complimented  by  every 
one  on  the  excellent  dinner. 

The  following, .'personnel  changes  resulted  from  the  October  transport:  Staff 
Sergeant  Norris  Bpp.ck,  the  oldest  member  Of  the  Squadron,  went  to  his- new 
station.  Brooks  Field,  Texas;  Sergeant  Brock ’was  replaced; by  Staff  Sergeant 
Arthur 'R.  Hadley.  Staff  Sergeant  Stephen  L.  Wallace,  replacement  for  Staff 
Sergeant  Roy  Wooten;  Staff  Sergeant  Luther  Warren,  replacement  for  Staff  Ser- 
geant Martin  M.  Nil'an;-  Sergeant  Frederick  Lawrence  replacement  for  Sergeant 
John  Haley.  • ■ 

Corporal  Jacob  C . Shay  was  discharged  October  15th  for  the  convenience  of 
the  Government  to  accept  appointment  as  stock  record  clerk,  Philippine  Air 
Depot,  this  station. 

28th  Bombardment  Squadron;  Our  losses  of  enlisted  men  on  the  October 
■transport  were:  Master  Sergeant  Harry  F.  Bills'  to  40th  School  Sqdn.  , Kelly 
Field,  Texas;  Staff  Sgt.  Hugene  L.  Kaufman  to  A.C.T.S.,  Chanute  Field,  111.; 
'Staff  Sgt.  James  E.  McDonough  to  54th 'School  Sqdn.,  March  Field,  Calif..;  Staff 
Sgt  .■  Arthur  F.  Ehlert  to  Ft.  McDowell,  ^alif . , for  discharge;  Sgt.  James  Bodie 
'to  24th'  Schoel  Wing  Hqrs.  , Kelly  Field,  Texas;  Sgt'.  Robert  Zernikow  to  11th 
Bombardment  Sqdn. , Rockwell  Field,  Calif.  In  addition  to  our  loss  in  noncoms. 
we  lost'  nine  privates . 

Our  gains  in  enlisted  personnel  from  the  October  Transport  are:  Master 
Sgt.  Jo.'e  Grant  from  40th  School  Sqdn.,  Kelly  Field,  Texas;  Staff  Sgt.  Fulton  G. 
Bulloch  froEi  A.C.T.S.,  .Chanute  Field,  111.;  Staff  Sgt.  Roy  M.  Med  calf  from  95th 
-'Pursuit  Sqdn. , Rockwell  Field,  Calif.;  Sgt.  Weyman  Tevis  from  11th  Bomb.  Sqdn., 
Rockwell  Field,  Calif.  In  addition  to  the  above  gains,  we  have  five  brand  new 
' privaf  e.s . ' ' .5 

Lieut . John  G.  Salsman  returned  from  detached  eervice  at  Baguio  and  trans- 
ferred from  this  Squadron  to  the  Philippine  Air  Depot.  .We  are  sorry  to  see  him 
go,  but  he  is  still  with  us  for  training. 

. ...•  Lieut..  James  L..  Grisham  is  with  us  • once  more  as- Operations  Officer;  altho 
we.  loaned  him  to  Headquarters , we  are  glad  it  was  not  permanent. 

. Lieut.  Alfred  Linde burg  is  back  after  40'  days'  leave  visiting  China  and 
Japan,  As  he  is.  Mess  Officer,  we  hope  he  did  not  learn  too  much  about  Chinese 
chow  while  on  his  travels. 

This-,- Squadron  is  now  building  a tennis  court,  for  our  coming  stars,  but  the 
casual  observer  would  be 'more  apt  to  think  they -we  re  training  to  take  the 
Bilibid  prisoners  on  for  a rock  crushing  contest. 
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Kelly  Field,  San  .Antonio,  Texas,  November  22nd. 

On  a field  of  mad,  the  Kelly  Field  and  the  23rd  Infantry  football  teams 
played  a tie,  6 to  6,  on  November  12th.  Kelly  outplayed  the  23rd  in  all  bat 
the  third  quarter  of  the  game.  It  was  the  first  time  in  two  years  that  the 
Infantry  tear;  had -failed  to  come  off  as  winner.  Kelly  scored  their  touchdown 
in  the  second  quarter  on  a pass.  All  the  play  in  the  first  half  was  inside  the 
Infantry’s  35-yard  line.  Dae  to  Landon’ s punting,  the  23rd  was  in  trouble  dur- 
ing the  entire  half.  In  the  third  quarter  the  23rd  made  a steady  march  of  75 
yards  down  the  field  for  a touchdown.  Kelly  cane  back  strong  after  the  score 
was  tied  and  managed  to  keep  the  play  in  the  23rd’ s territory  during  the  entire 
last  quarter. 

The  outcome  of  this  game  makes  it  possible  that  the  Army  Football  Leagae 
will  end  with  Kelly  and  the  23rd  tied  for  first  -glace.  The  Infantry’s  remain- 
ing games  are  against  rather  weak  teams.  Kelly  has  a more  difficult  schedule 
remaining,'  since  . Brooks  Field  is  still  to  be.  overcome. 

Lieuts.  Dale  ¥.  Gaffney,  Harvey,  L.  Boyden  delivered  two  LB-5A  airplanes  at 
Kelly  Field  on  November  12th,  ferrying  sane  from  the  Middletown  Air  Depot. 

Brigadier- General  E.L.  King,  Asst .■ Chief  of  Staff,  Training  and  Operations 
Section,  General  Staff,  arrived  at  Kelly  Field  from  Fort.  Crockett  Nov.  14th. 
General  King  is  making  an  inspection  of  Air  Corps  training  methods.  Accompany- 
ing him  were  Major  John  B.  Brooks,  Air  Corps,  General  Staff',  and  Captains  ¥m. 

J.  Flood  and  Willis  H.  Hale,  on  duty  in  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air 
Corps.  Genera}.  King  and  his  'party  traveled  in  a Ford  tri-motored  transport, 
piloted  by  Captain  Hale . They  departed  for  Fort  Sill  on  November  16th. 

The  Kelly  Field  football  team  defeated  the  12th  Field  Artillery  39  to  0 on 
November  19th.  Kelly  scored  two  touchdowns  in  the  first  quarter  as  a result  of 
steady  gains,,  aided  by  several  well  executed  forward  passes.  McKinney  and  Towle 
scored  the  touchdowns.  Harbold  played  the  first  qaarter  and  proved  a tower  of 
strength  .for  Kelly,  both  on  the  offensive  and  defensive.  There  were  no  scores 
during  the  second  qaarter,  but  the  half  ended  with  the  ball  .on  the  12th’ s four- 
yard  line.  With  Meehan  at  qaarter  during  the  second  half,  the  Kelly  team  got 
under  way  in  splendid,  fashion  and  ran  up  25  more  points.  McKinney  and  Kramer 
went  over  for- a touchdown 'apiece  while  Meehan  scored  twice.  The  Kelly  team  had 
things  -pretty  well  their  Own  way  and  kept  the  play'  in  the  Artillery  territory 
all  during  the  game.  ~ ■'  - . '■ 

The  Air  Comps  Training  Center  Polo  Team,  consisting  of  Lieut.  George 
Beverly,  handicap  at  two  goals  at  1;  Lieut.  D.T.  Craw,  three  goals  at  2;  Lieut. 
Oscar  Beal,  two  goals  at  3;  and  Lieut.  Sam  Connell,  one  goal  at  back,  played  the 
opening  game  of  the  San  Antonio  season  at  Brackenridge  Park  on  November  17th. 

The  opposing  team  was  an  Army-Civilian  aggregation,  composed  of  Lieut.  Harry 
Callen,  Mr.  Meadows,  Mr.  Carl  Crawford  and  Captain  Benham,  whose  team  handicap} 
was  ten  goals.  A crowd  of  about  2,000  watched  the  game,  which  was  very  fast 
and  resulted  in  a victory  for  the  Air  Corps  team  by  score  of  11  to  2.  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  Army- Civilian  team  was  very  well  mounted  and  composed  of 
hard-riding,  hard-hitting  -players,  the  above  result  looks  very  encouraging  for 
the  Air  Corps  team’s  chances  in  the  midwinter  tournament  this  year.  Following 
are  the  goals  as  they  were  made  by  individual  players:  Lieut.  Beverly,  5;  Lt . 
Craw,  3;  Lt.  Beal,  2;  Lt . Connell,  1;  Mr.  Meadows,  1;  'Mr.  Crawford,  1. 

On  November  20th  the  sane  Air  Corps  team  net  and  defeated  the  strong  In- 
fantry Brigade  Team  from  Fort  San  Houston  by  score  of  9 to  5.  Tie  game  was 
characterized  by  hard  riding,  hard  hitting  and  unusually  good  team  play  on  the 
part  of  the  Infantry,  which  was  composed  of.  Captain  Forsythe,  Lieuts.  Cullen, 
Aloe  and  Chapman.  They  held  the  Air  Corps  team  to  a 3-all  tie  at  the  half. 

The  game  was  hotly  contested  throughout,-  and  the  result  was  highly  gratifying 
to  the  members  of  the  Air  Corps  team. 

Kelly  Field.  San  Antonio,  Texas,  December  4th.. 

A group  of  Japanese  officers  visited  Kelly  Field  on  November  22nd.  These 
officers  are  on  duty  at  the  Japanese  Embassy  in  Washington.  life,  j or  K.  Teramoto 
of  the  Japanese  Army,  the  senior  officer,  was  accompanied  by  Lieut. -Commander 
Y.  Nakahara  and  Engineer  Commander  T.  Ishii  of  the  Navy. 

The  Army  Football  Leagae  in  San  Antonio  was  brought  to  a close  on 
Thanksgiving  Day  when  the  Kelly  Field  Fliers  defeated  the  strong  Brooks  Field 
Jferoons  on  the  Kelly  Field  gridiron  by  a score  of .39 -to  12.  This  victory  over 
the  Brooks  Field  team  places  Kelly  Field  in  a tie  with  the  23rd  Infantry  for 
the  local  Army  football  title  for  1929.  Kelly  and  the  23rd  played  a tie  game 
on  November  12th  (6  to  6). 


-451- 


V-5968,  A.C. 


Kelly  Kiel!  has  a football  team  in  the  field  this  year  of  which  they  can 
justly  he  proud..  They  have  at- last  broken  the  "jinx"  which  shadowed  then  dur- 
ing the  past  four  years; by  defeating  the  Brooks  Field  team  and  gaining  an 
equal  footing  with  the  23rd  Infantry,  one  of  the  finest  teams  in  the  Army. 

Kelly  has  shown  a strong, . well-balanced  team  in  all  their  games,  and  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  point  out  any  particular  outstanding  players  without  doing  an  injus- 
tice to  others.  There  is  no  question  but  that  the  coaching  staff  has  done  ex- 
cellent service.  Lieut.  Pat  Booker,  head  coach,  received  whole-hearted  coopera- 
tion from  his  assistants,  Lieuts.  Meehan,  Harbold,  Saunders  and  Landers.  This 
staff  deserves  a. world  of  praise,  for  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  team’s  showing 
is  due  to  their  untiring  efforts. 

■ The  Commanding  General  of  the  8th  Corps  Area,  General  Lassiter,  approved 
of  an  Eighth  Corps  Area  Football  elimination  contest.  Kelly,  the  23rd  Infantry, 
Fort  Crockett  and  Fort  D.A.  Russell  are  going  into  the  finals,  which  will  be 
held  in  San  Antonio  during  the  first  three  weeks  of  December. 

Kelly  Field.  San  Antonio,  Texas,  December  13th. 

Brigadier- General  Frank  P.  Lahn,  Commanding  General  of  the  Air  Corps 
Training  Center,  accompanied  by  Lieut.  R.TJ.  Douglass,  Aide,  took  off  on  Dec. 

7th  from  Kelly  Field  for  Washington,  D.C.,  where  he  will  remain  several  weeks. 

During  General  Lahm’ s absence,  Major  James  E.  Chaney,  Commandant  of  the  Air 
Corps  Advanced  Flying  School,  will  be  in  command  of  the  Training  Center.  Gen. 
Lahm  will  confer  with  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  in  Washington. 

Captain  yFohn  K.  Cannon,  senior  instructor  in  Pursuit  Aviation  at  Kelly 
Field,  returned  Dec.  8th  from  Langley  Field,  where  he  attended  a conference  on 
Pursuit  training  and  tactics  held  at  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School.  He  had 
been  gone  since  November  28th. 

Major  Fred  H.  Coleman  and  Lieut.  C.  DeShields  arrived  at  Kelly  Field  late 
on  the  afternoon  of  December  8th  with  two  DHl  s,  which  they  flew  from  Aberdeen. 
The  shixDs  will  be  used  by  students  in  training  at  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying 
School.  The  pilots  returned  to  their  stations  by  train. 

In  the  second  game  of  the'  December  polo  tournament  played  on  the  afternoon 
of  December  12th  at  Brackenridge  Park  Field,  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  de- 
feated the  Second  Field  Artillery  Brigade  13-  to  12.  The  rain  of  the  past  couple 
of  days  was  just  sufficient  to  settle  the  dust  and  made  playing  ideal.  A large 
crowd  was  in  attendance. 

The  Brigade' started  off  with  a score  of  two,  due  to  the  difference  in 
handicaps  of  the  two  teams.  It  was  in  the  final  chukker  that  the  game  was  de- 
cided. Beverly  of  Kelly  Field  scored  the  winning  goal.  Craw  and  Beal  were 
the  stars  for  Kelly  and  Smith  for  the  Brigade.  By  winning  this  game,  the  Air 
Corps  plays  the  Second  Division  Infantry  for  the  championship. 

The  Air  Corps  Training  Center  Polo  Team  played  a series  of  three  games  with 
the  Houston  Riding  and  Polo  Club  team  at  Houston  on  the  first  two  week-ends  of 
this  month.  The  Air  Corps  ponies  were  shipped  over  and  back  by  freight  and  the 
players  commuted  to  each  game  by  air,  it  being  necessary  to  make  two  night 
flights  returning.  , 

The  Air  Corps  team  succeeded  in  defeating  the  strong  Houston  team  in  all 
three  games,  scores  being  as  follows:  first  game,  Air  Corps  10,  Houston  6; 
second  game , Air  Corps  7,  Houston  5;  third  game,  Air  Corps  8,  Houston  7.  The 
last  two  games  were  especially  hard  fought,  and  the  result  was  in-doubt  until 
the  last  bell  was-  rung.  The  Houston  Club  has  a splendid  establishment,  strong 
team  and  very  well  mounted.  Each  year  it  has  been  courteous  enough  to-  invite 
the  Air  Cories  to  visit  them  and  enjoy  their  excellent  hospitality. 

The  line-inp  and  handicaps  for  the  two  teams  were  as  follows:  Houston, 

Mr.  George  Brun,  1 goal;  Mr.  Deke  Randolph,  1 goal;  Mr.  Richard  Small,  3 goals; 
and  Mr.  R.D.  Farish,  2 goals.  The  Air  Corps,  Lieut.  George  Beverly,  2 goals; 
Lieut.  D. T.Craw,  3 goals;'  Lieut.  Oscar  Beal,  2 goals,  and  Lieut.  Sam  Connell, 

1 goal. 

The  play  of  the  Air  Corps  team  reflects  very  creditably  on  the  dfforts  of 
Lieut.  John  "Polo"  Clark,  now  stationed  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  who,  prior  to  his  de- 
parture, was  the  official  coacli' of  the  organization.  The  increased  hitting 
ability,  and  especially  good  team-work  are  the  results  of  his  patient  work 
to  such  an' extent  that  individual  credit  for  any  one  game  cannot  be  given  any 
single  player.  The  Air  Corps  team  brought  back  from  Houston  the  Davison 
Trophy,  which  is  'played  for  annually,  and  individual  trophies  for  the  remaining 
two  games.  It  is  hoped  that  return  games  of  this  kind  may  be  played  next 
season,  as  the  experience  is  very  valuable  and  the  results  very  gratifying. 
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120th  Obs.  Sqdn. , Colorado  National  Guard,  Lowry  Field,  Denver,  Colo, 

November  was  a busy  month  for  the  120th,  both  in  point  of  time  put  in  on 
regular  training  schedules  and  in  cross-country  work.  On  the  four  Sunday  morn- 
ings when  drills  were  held,  reconnaissance  flights  were  made  over  the  adjacent 
towns  of  Brighton,  Watkins  and  Louviers,  in  which  both  pilots  and  observers 
turned  in  good  sketches  and  information  of  military  value. 

During  the  month,  Lieut.  Hunter  was  checked  on  a Douglas,  leaving  the 
number  of  officers  not  qualified  on  service  type  ships  at  only  three.  These 
three  will  be  ready  in  a short  tine  and  the  Squadron  will  be  able  to  boast  of 
an  entire  personnel  capable  of  doing  service  flying. 

Visitors  during  the  month  included  Mr.  Fox  of  the  Department  of  Commerce, 
and  Captain  Lynd  from  Washington. 

0O0 — - 

FATAL  CRASH  AT  BOLLING-  FIELD 

The  accident  at  Bolling  Field,  D.C.,  on  Friday  morning,  December  20th, 
which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  five  lives,  is  on'e  of  those  unfortunate  occur- 
rences, the  cause  of  which  is  not  known  and  may,  perhaps,  never  be- known.  The 
airplane  was  a tri-motored  Folcker  Transport,  piloted  by  Captain  Harry  A. Dinger, 
Air  Corps,  his  passengers  being  Representative  Wn.  K.  Kaynor,  of  Massachusetts; 
Mr.  Stanley  3.  Lowe,  his  Secretary;  Mr.  Arthur  A.  McG-ill,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and 
Private  Vladimir  Kuzmar,  Air  Corps,  Mechanic. 

Following  the  fatal  crash,  the  Hon.  Fi;  Trubee  Davison,  Assistant  Secretary 
of  War  for  Aeronautics , issued  a statement  to  the  effect  that  every  possible 
precaution  v/as  taken  before  the  plane  left  the  ground.  "I  have  evidence,"  Mu’. 
Davison  continued,  "that  proper  inspection  was  made  of  the  engines,  all  three 
of  which  were  tested  and  warmed  up  for  about  20  minutes  before  the  flight 
started.  So  far  as  the  plane  itself  is  concerned,  I am  equally  satisfied  that 
the  controls  were  properly  inspected,  also  the  transport  only  recently  came 
bade  from  the  factory  where  it  received  a thorough  overhaul. 

Lieut.  L.M.  Merrick,  Operations  Officer  at  Bolling  Field,  saw  to  it  that 
the  passengers  were  properly  seated.  He  personally  secured  the  safety  belts 
and  saw  to  it  that  parachutes  were  worn.  He  also  went  toward  the  pilot  com- 
partment and  asked  Captain  Dinger  if  the  three  motors  were  functioning  well,  to 
which  Captain  Dinger  replied  'Everything  is  fine.1  Lieut.  Merrick  further 
stated  that  he  listened  to  the  motors  as  they  were  being  warmed  up  and  that 
they  seemed  to  run  smoothly. 

From  the  evidence  at  hand,  Captain  Dinger,  who  had  more  experience  in 
piloting  tri-motor  transports  than  any  other  pilot  in  the  Army  Air  Corps,  took 
off  in  a southerly  direction  into  a 25-mile  an  hour  wind , climbed  to  what 
seemed  to  be  300  feet,  turned  northward  when,  according  to  eye  witnesses,  the 
plane  began  to  fall.  The  accident  occurred  so  quickly  and  at  such  a low  alti- 
tude that  no  one  had  a chance  to  jump." 

Captain  Dinger  was  born  June  21,  1886,  at  Mayport,  Pa.  Prior  to  entering 
the  military  service  he  followed  the  profession  of  electrical  engineer.  He 
was  commissioned  a 1st  Lieut,  in  the  Aviation  Section,  Signal  Corps,  November 
27,  1917,  and  placed  on  active  duty  at  Rockwell  Field,  Calif.,  in  the 
engineering  Department.  On  July  2,  1918,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Flying 
School  at  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  where  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Aero  Repair  Division  of  the  Engineering  Department.  His  technical  qualifica- 
tions and  the  energetic  manner  in  which  he  performed  his  duties  brought  high 
commendation  from  his  superior  officers. 

Relieved  from  duty  at  March  Field  on  November  5,  1921,  Captain  Dinger  's 
next  assignment  .was  in  the  Philippines,  where  he  served  from  December  2,  1921, 
to  June  16,  1925.  He  commanded  the  66th  Service  Squadron  while  in  the  Islands. 

Bolling  Field,  D.C.,  was  Captain  Dinger’s  assignment  following  his  return 
to  the  United  States,  and  he  served  there  until  his  death,  his  duties  being 
' those  of  Engineer  Officer. 

Captain  Dinger  was  one  of  the  foremost  transport  pi lobs  in  the  Air  Corps. 
He  served  as  pilot  for  the  Eon.  TJ.  Frank  James,  of  the.  Military  Affairs  Com- 
mittee of  the  House,  on  various  extended  cross-country  flights  for  the  purpose 
of  inspecting  Air  Corps  fields  and  stations. 

Well  liked  throughout  the  Air  Corps,  the  untimely  death  of  Captain  Dinger 
leaves  a host  of  sorrowing  friends,,  is  a distinct  loss  to  the  Army,  and  the 
Air  Corps  in  particular.  The  News  Letter  sends  it  condolences  to  his  bereaved 
family. 
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